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Over the last 25 issues, the Urban Design Group’s journal
Urban Design has featured topics on:

Urban
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urban design n. the collaborative and multi-disciplinary process
of shaping the physical setting for life in cities, towns and villages;
the art of making places; design in an urban context. Urban design
involves the design of buildings, groups of buildings, spaces and
landscapes, and the establishment of frameworks and processes that
facilitate successful development.
From The Dictionary of Urbanism, Robert Cowan, Streetwise Press, 2005.

Why Urban Design Matters
In 2012 the Urban Design Group ran a Lift Pitch Competition for its
members to explain the value of urban design.
Picture the scene: a lift in a government building, and in steps the
minister with responsibility for environment and development. The
doors shut, the lift lurches and momentarily sticks. The winning urban
designer James Byrne realises that he has a key moment to impress
upon the minister what urban design is and why it matters...
‘In a world more populated and connected than ever before, we
need a profession that understands how places function, how they
are experienced and how they can be improved. The power of urban
design is its ability to bring together the strengths of the community,
the developer, the architect, the landscape architect, the city planner,
the engineer, and the artist to create places of distinction, character,
legibility and quality. Places like the bustling metropolis of Manhattan,
the leafy boulevards of Paris, the stunning piazzas of Italy, the majestic
waterfront of Liverpool and the regal Georgian squares of London.
With each year more and more people are living and working in urban
environments, and evidence consistently shows that places with
strong urban design policies are good for business, because they give
a clear and concise framework for development.
Urban design can also create resilient places, which use less
energy by reducing the urban heat island effect, avoid flooding
through sustainable drainage, increase safety through natural
surveillance, and encourage healthier lifestyles through pedestrianfriendly developments. So urban design is at the forefront of tackling
climate change, helping to realise social, ecological and economic
sustainability objectives.

Key people

We all want a nation of happy, productive people living in
beautiful, practical urban environments that bring tourism and
investment. With a finite supply of development land, adding value
to major investments cannot be left to chance. Good urban design
saves governments money by reducing life-cycle costs and helps to
avoid the mistakes of the past. We also cannot allow communities
to become alienated from their environment, or for entire cities and
regions to suffer from under-investment. We can and must do better.
Urban design can lead the way in creating sustainable communities
and lay the foundations for long-term economic growth. Ultimately
urban design gives governments an effective mechanism for delivering
a liveable sustainable future.’

For more information about the
Urban Design Group, please
contact:
The Urban Design Group

Robert Huxford, Director
Louise Ingledow, Manager
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6DG
T 020 7250 0892
E admin@udg.org.uk
W www.udg.org.uk

What is a Recognised Practitioner?

KEY UDG PEOPLE

The Urban Design Group has recently established the Recognised
Practitioner status for urban design professionals with excellent
education and experience. Being a Recognised Practitioner provides
those working in urban design with a sense of professional identity;
greater influence on professional practice and public policy; and a
stronger sense of common purpose. Recognised Practitioners are
professionals with a wide range of skills and experience of designing
in the urban context. Many also have more than one professional
affiliation, and so can be from a diverse range of professional
backgrounds including:
Urban design
Town planning
Highway and civil engineering
Building conservation
Development control
Landscape architecture
Lighting
Architecture
Regeneration and development
Transport planning.

Chairman

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The core of the Recognised Practitioner assessment is the
Capacitycheck system, which enables people from a wide range
of different backgrounds and roles to be considered, including
practitioners involved in policy formulation, research or academia.
For more information contact the Urban Design Group and visit
www.udg.org.uk/join/recognisedpractitioner.
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To join the Urban Design Group visit
www.udg.org.uk and see the benefits of
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students. The organisations featured in this
Directory are Practice members for £250, and
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URBAN DESIGN FOR ALL

louise thomas

This fourth edition of The Urban Design Directory demonstrates
the rich collection of ideas and projects that urban designers
are generating around the UK and internationally, in spite of the
economic downturn. This 2013-15 issue shows that urban design
can improve the human experience of public and private places,
and from the most local project to the wider environment. This
involves streets – urban, suburban and rural – and experiencing
buildings and other structures, close up and at a distance. It can
be about groups of buildings as well as the spaces between them
and, at a larger scale, urban design can make places work better
for people over the long term, and not just to satisfy corporate
demands or infrastructure needs.
The urban designer also has a role to play during the process
of transforming places – bringing other experts and communities
together to produce good ideas and solving technical challenges.
Communications have never been more important, and as planning
rules change, developers, their teams, local government and
local residents all have to devise new ways of working together:
the urban designer’s skills can be central to achieving successful
working relationships.
The diagram shown here is taken from the Urban Task Force
report (1999) Towards an Urban Renaissance, and sees the
masterplanner (or urban designer) as the creative hub in the design
process – managing the clients’ needs, planning regulations,
community values and technical advice. As we see in this Directory,
this model is the same for proposals large and small, from England
to Argentina, via Australia, China, Russia and the Middle East.
The Urban Design Group would like to encourage more public
and private sector organisations, corporate investors, other built
environment professionals and community groups to see the
benefits of an urban design-led approach. In the context of reduced
public spending and private sector investment, urban design is
an effective way of keeping places special or getting more value
– whether social, environmental or economic – from any changes
planned.
As the work of the practices and students on urban design
courses here shows, innovation and good design can be conveyed
in many forms. This Directory illustrates many excellent ways to
devise and present ideas, such workshops and charettes to draw up
master plans, frameworks, strategies, action plans, design guides
and development briefs. For more information, get in touch with the
nearest urban designer and find out more.
Louise Thomas, Editor, and Joint Editor, Urban Design journal
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THE VALUE OF URBAN DESIGN IN HOUSING
Stephen Stone, Chief Executive of Crest Nicholson supports
the value of a design-led development agenda

HOUSING IN CRISIS

1

2

If a housing crisis is to be avoided, the
government recognises that the net delivery
of new homes in England and Wales needs
to match household formation at 232,000
new homes per annum. However, the current
rate of house building is at an all-time low
and, and even at a sustained growth rate
of 5% growth p.a. – a rate never previously
sustained – the industry will struggle to
get back to a rate of 150,000 homes p.a.
by 2016-17, leading to a further shortfall of
700,000 houses over that period.
This, combined with the myriad of
challenges facing the development industry
including a fragmented regulatory system,
localism, a constrained mortgage market
and the evolving sustainability agenda,
presents an interesting backdrop for housing
delivery. So how will the industry ensure that
good quality well-designed homes remain at
the forefront of the housing agenda?

STRATEGIC DESIGN DIRECTION

3

1-2 Ingress Park after and before
development
3 Waterfront development, Ingress
Park

Unquestionably urban planning and
architecture continue to play an
increasingly important role in the creation
of sustainable and well-designed places.
Crest Nicholson’s strategic decision in 2011
to build its business plan around design
standards is evidence of the importance
placed on design within the company, and
a wider shift towards social, economic
and environmental sustainability. This
commitment to best practice design was
marked by our announcement that all new
sites being acquired by the Crest Nicholson
Group would be reviewed against the
national design quality standard Building for
Life (now relaunched by Cabe at the Design
Council, Design for Homes and the Home
Builders Federation as BfL12), with a view to
achieving minimum design standards across
every single future development.

With this commitment now firmly
embedded into our culture, the next
milestone is to understand how we can
genuinely embrace localism, and continue
to build strong and trusting relationships
with local authorities, residents and other
stakeholders.
Urban planning and design must also
continue to move forward, and Crest
Nicholson is working in partnership with
the Town and Country Planning Association
(TCPA) to support the Garden City design
principles. These principles address the
barriers to development and seize the
opportunity to deliver high quality, welldesigned places which will stand the test
of time. This vision not only matches Crest
Nicholson’s own aspirations but also
represents the best of town and country
living, creating healthy homes for working
people in vibrant communities.
At the heart of the Garden City concept
is the principle of high quality imaginative
design, with both the public and private
realm integrated into the overall design
vision. This principle and our own ‘concept’
approach to development, with innovative
development design (taking into account
local styles and materials) all combine to
create the identity and sense of place which
is embodied in our schemes.

A LEGACY OF GOOD DESIGN
Good design is also the first ingredient in
creating a legacy of value. I am reminded of
this when looking at Ingress Park in Kent.
Master planned in partnership with Dartford
Borough Council and local residents, the
vision and concept for Ingress Park was
recognised as exemplary from the outset,
and in 2001 it was awarded the RTPI Award
for Urban Design.
Ingress Park, now reaching the final
phases of development, is a flagship
Urban Design Directory 2013-15 — 3
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4 Waterfront development, Port
Marine
5 Port Marine, Portishead
6 Angels of Portishead sculpture
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residential regeneration project within the
wider Thames Gateway and was the site
from which the government launched the
Sustainable Communities Plan in 2003.
Comprising 1,000 dwellings in eight distinct
character areas, the homes range from
one bedroom apartments to four bedroom
town houses. It is one of the finest examples
of development that complies with the
significant Planning Policy Guidance Note 3
on housing, and demonstrates how the
industry can and has raised its standards to
create high quality environments in which
to live, work and play. At the focal point of
the site is Ingress Abbey, a derelict Grade
II listed structure built in 1833. This has
been comprehensively restored by Crest
Nicholson and set within a heritage trail
incorporating a rich variety of restored
follies and new parkland setting for
residents to enjoy.
Port Marine in Portishead, where we first
developed the master plan over 10 years
ago, presented Crest Nicholson with all of
the challenges inherent in the most complex
of developments. A comprehensive master
planning approach, with wide consultation
amongst the existing stakeholders
of Portishead Quays, resulted in the
formation of a phased delivery strategy
for this ground-breaking and imaginative
development. An initial investment
programme in specialist remediation, dock
infrastructure, sea defences, roads, services
and public realm paved the way for Port
Marine, the first phase of 1,000 dwellings.
On the site of two former power stations,
Port Marine includes residential character
areas designed to reflect the gradual
historic growth of a community. From the
1880s arts and crafts villas, to the fishing
village and contemporary apartments, Crest
Nicholson has and continues to create a
development rich in character and appeal.

THE ART OF PLACE-MAKING
An artist can inspire both the community
and the architects designing homes for
that community. For example, a local
artist was retained from an early stage
at Port Marine, and many of the resulting
sculptures were built into the gables of
the properties. Public works of art can
provide tangible connections with the
surrounding environment, helping to make
a development much more than a collection
of buildings. The centrepiece sculpture
at Port Marine ‘Angels of Portishead’ uses
locally derived materials as well as local
inspiration. It is this attention to detail that
creates local character and makes a place
special.
Ultimately it is a partnership approach
to urban design which combines successful
collaboration between a myriad of
stakeholders, and which is the real key to
creating high quality housing and a longlasting legacy.

Balsall Heath Neighbourhood
Development Plan
Joe Holyoak, a key figure in this pioneering process,
reviews the main issues under debate

THE CONTEXT

1

2

3

4
1-2 Ladypool Road today
3 Moseley Road, the main arterial
road, with Moseley Road Baths
(with twin domes) and Balsall
Heath Library and clock tower
4 The river with re-naturalised banks
and new pool in Calthorpe Park

The Localism Act became law only in April
2012, but Balsall Heath has been doing
localism for twenty years or more. It is an
inner city district of Birmingham, population
about 20,000 people, and by the 1980s it
had become a byword for urban deprivation
– poverty, unemployment, ill-health,
racial tensions, prostitution, and the usual
indiscriminate housing clearance. The only
good thing to be said in its favour was that,
unusually, no tower blocks were built, only
new Radburn-type terraces.
Since then the district has been pulling
itself together and transforming its social
and economic patterns, led mainly by
two pioneering local bodies, the Balsall
Heath Forum and the St Paul’s Community
Development Trust. Prostitution was
removed by direct citizen action in the
1990s. Despite its disadvantages, and
having a very mixed ethnic profile, with a big
ex-Kashmiri community, Balsall Heath has
developed a strong social cohesion. It has
become a regular destination for ministers
of both Labour and Coalition governments,
coming to learn how neighbourhoods can do
it for themselves.

A FRONTRUNNER
It was chosen by the Government’s
Department for Communities and Local
Government (DCLG) to be one of the first
tranche of Neighbourhood Plan pilot studies
in April 2011, and I was appointed by the
Forum – the body designated to produce the
Plan – to coordinate its making. Between
September 2011 and March 2012 we carried
out extensive local consultation to find out
what people wanted to see included in the
Plan, writing what we called the shopping
list. We started with the ten residents’
groups which the Forum manages, and
went on to schools and colleges, housing

associations, voluntary associations and
businesses. Because of the cohesion that
the work of the Forum and the Trust has
produced over the years, there was a high
degree of agreement on what was to be
done.
We have had invaluable assistance
from three of DCLG’s four nationally-funded
enablers: The Prince’s Foundation for
Building Community, who ran a three-day
community workshop for us; Planning Aid,
who have provided a volunteer town planner
to help; and, Locality, who have funded
some of my time and provided advice.

THE SHOPPING LIST
Between March and June 2012 we translated
the shopping list into a series of draft
proposals and policies. These focussed on
transportation, local centres, development,
and environmental improvement, and
were publicised in an exhibition which ran
at Balsall Heath Library and elsewhere in
June and July. The public response to the
proposals was almost all positive.
Balsall Heath is congested by vehicles
on the main roads, the shopping streets,
and the byelaw streets. There were many
requests from residents for more car parking
space, but although we are proposing
some new car parks next to retail areas,
our general policy is to try to reduce
dependence on the car by making walking
and cycling more attractive alternatives
through street enhancement, and to make
public transport more accessible. One of
our headline proposals is the creation of
a new station on the existing railway line,
to replace a station which closed in 1940.
Centro, the West Midlands’ Passenger
Transport Executive (WMPTE), has a plan to
reintroduce local rail services on the line,
but it does not include a station in Balsall
Heath. We intend to change its mind.
Urban Design Directory 2013-15 — 5

5 The Balsall Heath Neighbourhood
Development Plan area
6 New housing on a redesigned road
following implementation of the
highway improvement line
7 A proposed new town square
on Moseley Road, drawn by the
Prince’s Foundation
8 Proposed new residential boulevard
on Highgate Road

5

6

7

8
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Balsall Heath, over an area of about two
square kilometres, has three local centres.
In the middle is Moseley Road, the arterial
road heading south from the city centre, and
the place where the growth of Balsall Heath
started in the 19th century. It has several
historic institutional buildings, including
Moseley Road Baths, the only working Grade
II* baths in the country. Like other buildings,
it is in poor condition and underfunded,
and Moseley Road itself is dominated by
through traffic. Currently, the traffic divides
Balsall Heath into two halves; I call it ‘the
missing centre’, and another of our headline
proposals is to enable it to become the town
centre, a place that joins the parts of Balsall
Heath together. We propose to create a town
square from of what is presently a highway
junction, and to improve the street, in the
style of Kensington High Street’s changes.
The other major local centre is Ladypool
Road, the centre of the famous balti
restaurant quarter, but also a busy shopping
street for groceries, clothes and jewellery. It
is narrow and congested, but full of life. The
Plan proposes to improve its environmental
quality while not threatening its vitality.
Interestingly, when we held a meeting of
traders to discuss the Plan, and mentioned
congestion as a problem, the traders saw
it as an asset. It slows traffic down, making
it easier to cross the street, and enables
drivers and passengers to window-shop
while moving at walking speed.
Balsall Heath is very built-up, and there
is not much space where new development
could take place. There are two significant
exceptions resulting from demolition: a
five hectare site owned by an insurance
company, and a 400m long strip of land
alongside a major road on which there is
a highway improvement line, owned by
Birmingham City Council. For both the Plan
proposes to build new housing, but the first
site presents a problem. For six years, the

owners have had planning approval to build
development for bulky-goods retailing, but
occupiers have not come forward. Despite
this, they are resisting our proposal to
develop it differently with mixed uses, and
we are expecting a legal challenge when the
Plan comes to examination in 2013.

CONCLUSION
We started in 2011 with an unrealistically
optimistic timetable; nobody knew reliably
how long the process would take. We hope to
complete it with the submission to the City
Council, the examination by an independent
examiner and the public referendum in 2013.
A continuing problem is the underfunding
of the process. Sadly, while urban design
is a very valuable approach for preparing
neighbourhood plans, there is no money
to be made by urban designers from this
initiative yet…
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Alan Baxter
London

75 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EL
T	 020 7250 1555
C	Clare Coats, ccoats@alanbaxter.co.uk
E	 aba@alanbaxter.co.uk
W www.alanbaxter.co.uk
UDG Patron – Alan Baxter CBE
1

Humans have a fundamental need to
interact with one another and their
environment. This understanding sits at the
core of Alan Baxter’s intuitive approach to
urbanism across urban design, engineering
and conservation.
Alan Baxter urbanists play a central role
in shaping the spaces and streets in which
the variety, connectivity and complexity of
successful cities and neighbourhoods can
occur naturally.
Their emphasis on creative, lateral
thinking has placed them at the forefront of
the debate about the nature of our towns
and cities for over two decades, and the
practice has written numerous design
guides, codes, and other publications for
government and private clients.

Alan Baxter offer a holistic approach
to all projects relating to the built
environment, bringing together urban
designers, masterplanners, civil engineers,
conservation specialists and movement
analysts in an integrated team. Their
constant awareness of the bigger picture
is underpinned by the robustness of their
engineering expertise and experience of
delivering innovative buildings, public realm
and structures on site. This approach adds
real value for clients.
They are often called on to help unlock
highly challenging sites including major
brownfield regeneration projects, transport
and civic hubs, and sensitive historic
environments, which require the ability to
both resolve complex technical details and
to deliver visionary and innovative design
solutions.

EXPERIENCE
The lasting legacy of Alan Baxter’s work is
evident at all levels from rural estates and
villages to suburbs and the densest city
centres.
Projects range from area-wide
growth and movement strategies such
as at Ashford in Kent, to development
frameworks including Victoria Station,
London, and master plans, design codes
and planning applications including the
mixed use regeneration of the former Ebbw
Vale steelworks and the design of a new
garden village in Newport, Wales. Other
significant recent projects include the
detailed characterisation of York’s historic
city centre, community-led planning in
King’s Lynn’s growth area, and townscape
and visual impact assessment for Paradise
Circus, Birmingham.

4

1 Master plan for the sustainable urban
extension to Thetford, Norfolk
2 Engineering and urbanism connect the
community at Castleford, West Yorkshire
3 Urban realm and transport framework for
Tower Hill, London
4 Detail from the Trevenson Park, Pool, Cornwall
design and access statement
2
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3

London

85 Southwark Street
London SE1 0HX
T	 +44 (0)20 7921 0100
C	Antony Rifkin
E	 info@alliesandmorrison.com
W www.alliesandmorrison.com

lIVERPOOL

The Tea Factory, Unit 101
82 Wood Street
Liverpool L1 4DQ

DOHA

Ground Floor, Al Mirqab Tower
Corniche, PO Box 24863
Doha, State of Qatar

Allies and Morrison Urban Practitioners
is an architecture, urban design and
urban planning practice. We designed our
Southwark Street studio which won the
RIBA London Building of the Year award
in 2004. The practice also has offices in
Liverpool and Doha.
Allies and Morrison has an extensive
and varied portfolio of completed projects
throughout the UK and is currently engaged
on a wide range and scale of projects across
all sectors including residential, hotels,
offices, health, education and culture. The
practice is also currently undertaking work
in Germany, India, Beirut, Abu Dhabi and
Qatar.
Allies and Morrison Urban Practitioners
formed in 2011 to create a dedicated
urbanism practice, combining the skills
of Urban Practitioners and Allies and
Morrison. Over the last ten years the two

practices have worked in collaboration
on masterplanning projects, in complex
urban environments. From May 2011, the
specialist skills of the two practices were
combined to create a uniquely effective
professional service covering sustainable
place-making, planning, masterplanning,
consultation and urban design.
Allies and Morrison brings to all its
projects the same detailed approach
which responds to the existing context
to design buildings, places and spaces
which are sensitive and sustainable. Public
consultation is a key aspect in all of our
projects. We have a proven track record
of devising and delivering consultation
and engagement processes which are
transparent, accountable and make a
meaningful contribution to the design
process. We are assisting public and
private sector clients in the preparation of

planning policy and master plans and we
are also working with communities on the
preparation of Neighbourhood Plans.
The practice is shortlisted in the 2012
Building Design Awards for masterplanning
architect of the year as well as office,
refurbishment and sport and entertainment
architect of the year. The practice has won
30 RIBA Awards. Our core expertise is in the
following areas:

1

2

3

4

5

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Architecture
Urban design
Masterplanning
Town planning
AAPs, SPDs, planning, design and
development briefs
Conservation
Consultation and engagement
Research.

1 London 2012 Legacy master plan – Olympic
Legacy Communities Scheme illustrative master
plan
2 Kings Cross Central master plan
3 District//S – Beirut master plan
4 Letchworth Garden City master plan consultation
event
5 Stratford Upon Avon Urban Design Framework
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Amec

Leamington Spa • London • Glasgow

Gables House, Kenilworth Road, Leamington Spa CV32 6JX
Tel 01926 439000
C	 David Thompson
E	 david.thompson@amec.com
W www.amec.com/ukenvironment
Recognised Practitioners Mark Brightburn, Luke Hillson,
Rowena Montanaro, Juliet Rogers, Rebecca Rylott
1

AMEC provides international high value
consultancy services. Our environmental
business in the UK forms part of a global
Environment and Infrastructure division with
nearly 7000 employees around the world,
delivering environmental, engineering and
related consultancy services to customers
across the public and private sectors. Our
goal is to deliver sustainable, safe and
profitable projects.
Our UK design team comprises
architects, landscape architects and urban
designers working in an inter-disciplinary
environment alongside town and transport
planners, and environmental and engineering
specialists. Our clients include property
developers, local authorities, government
agencies and private landowners. We deliver
sustainable, creative and practical design
solutions with the common objective of
creating quality places.

Three guiding themes underpin all of our
work:
Engagement – working with our clients
and project stakeholders, communities,
expert colleagues and associates to
draw on the experience and interests of
all parties to each project and to build
confidence in design solutions.
Sustainability – we embrace
sustainability in all its forms and see
this as the vital legacy of good design.
Our design solutions are informed by a
multi-disciplinary understanding of the
principles and practice of sustainable
design.
Deliverability – we have a track
record of developing viable and
deliverable solutions. Intent is nothing
without delivery, requiring innovation
and creativity to be focussed on
implementation from the outset of a

2

3

4
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project. Our inter-disciplinary working
approach ensures a holistic, value
driven outcome.

•

Specialisms

•

•

•

•

5

•

Operational Masterplanning –
developing a co-ordinated approach to
the regeneration of existing built estate
to optimise operational and energy
efficiency and identify opportunities for
rationalisation and income generation
from sale of land.
Feasibility and Options Studies –
providing a holistic assessment of the
viability of proposed development
through a high-level design-led exercise
to assess cost and benefit.
Detailed Design of Buildings and
Public Realm – we have the capability to
develop designs from the strategic and
conceptual through to detailed delivery
on site.

1 Illustrative master plan – Allscott, Shropshire
2 Design Framework – Defence College of
Logistics Personnel and Administration, Worthy
Down, Hampshire
3 Public Realm Design – Thomas More Square,
London
4 Illustrative master plan – Deepcut, Surrey
5 Townscape Study – Ludlow, Shropshire

Atkins

practices

LONDON • BIRMINGHAM • WARRINGTON

Euston Tower, 286 Euston Road, London NW1 3AT
T	 020 7121 2000
C	 London
richard.alvey@atkinsglobal.com
Birmingham
paj.valley@atkinsglobal.com
Warrington
simon.ward@atkinsglobal.com
	International matthew.tribe@atkinsglobal.com
W www.atkinsglobal.com
1

We live in a rapidly urbanising world. Our
towns and cities are facing unprecedented
issues from resource scarcity and security,
rising sea levels, and increased frequency
of flooding and natural disasters, as well
as a growing and aging population. In
recent years we have seen a shift towards
the principles of carbon-critical design
and smart cities, with the increasing
integration and use of technology as a tool
for addressing some of these global issues.
At Atkins we have been at the forefront
of this movement, but we believe these
technologies must go hand-in-hand with
traditional principles of contextual design
at a human scale. Working to deliver
world-class urban design within this
environment is a challenge which we are
used to successfully addressing through our
interdisciplinary and collaborative design
approach.
From large scale master plans to
detailed public realm designs, we are
striving to improve our urban environments
in a sustainable way. We are committed to
delivering new build solutions as well as
retrofitting our existing urban environments,
and are involved in promoting best practice.
We work for developers, investors and

landowners; local, regional and national
government; and, other public sector
bodies. In offices throughout the UK and
around the world, we provide a first class
local service as well as international
expertise.
Our specialist interdisciplinary
masterplanning teams are assembled from
a wide range of Atkins’ core disciplines
including:
Urban and landscape design
Site development and masterplanning
Sustainability
Planning policy and land use
Economic and social development
Brownfield remediation and
decontamination
Strategic urban regeneration
Transport and pedestrian movement
Communications, consultation and
consensus
Market analysis and development
feasibility
Environmental impact assessment
Built heritage and archaeology
Tourism and leisure
Civil engineering.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3

5

4

2

1 Award-winning public realm
improvements at Oxford Circus, London
2 Revitalising the centre of Belfast with
the ‘Streets Ahead’ project
3 Creating a new urban quarter at White
City, Baku
4 Delivering pedestrian infrastructure on
King Abdul Aziz Road, Makkah
5 Transforming brownfield land in
Maasmechelen, Belgium
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Boyer Planning
wokingham

Crowthorne House, Nine Mile Ride
Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 3GZ
T	 01344 753220
C	Craige Burden
E	 craigeburden@boyerplanning.co.uk
W www.boyerplanning.co.uk/urbandesign
Recognised Practitioners Craige Burden, Anna Melville
1

We offer a comprehensive design service, which helps unlock a site’s
development potential. Boyer Planning’s Urban Design team offers
an exciting, pragmatic and commercially realistic approach to urban
design, providing experienced and qualified staff to deliver high
quality schemes.
Urban design has become a key feature in demonstrating the
delivery of a site, whether this is testing its capacity, or outlining to
planning officers how a high quality development will be achieved.
By operating at the heart of the planning process, we can identify
development opportunities, assess potential sites, prepare schemes
for planning and deliver high quality solutions. Boyer Planning’s
Urban Design team includes architects, planners and urban
designers with experience across the industry, providing a wide
range of skills to assist in the delivery of projects.
The wider company provide a complete service for clients at
early stages of a project, with the ability to identify sites, complete
planning appraisals and take worthwhile sites forward to test
layouts and complete valuations in our local area. Boyer Planning
can provide planning, urban design, public engagement and graphic
design support to provide a high quality scheme to present to
officers, members and local residents.

URBAN DESIGN SERVICES

•
•
•

•

1 Detailed layout for 120 new
homes at Majors Road,
Watchfield
2 Design concept for
residential and employment
uses at southeast Bicester
3 Visualisation of residential
development at land south
of Majors Road, Watchfield
4 Illustrative master plan
for an urban extension at
Bretch Hill, Banbury
2

3
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Development plan promotion and site-wide strategies:
creating high level strategies and vision documents to
outline the guiding design principles for sites, assisting in the
promotion of sites through the development plan process
Community engagement: preparing and organising positive
and successful exercises with the community ranging from
exhibitions to workshops, with the associated supporting
material
Planning applications: preparing design and access
statements (and associated application drawings) setting
out contextual and site analysis, design principles, concept
master plans, and design parameters for the proposal. As
well as providing supporting information to demonstrate
how the concepts and parameters can be translated into
residential layouts. All fully explaining a scheme in line with
the requirements of Government guidance
Expert design advice: acting as an independent expert
witness on design matters, as well as providing advice at all
stages of the design process on architectural and urban design
issues.

Burns + Nice
practices

London

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T	 020 7253 0808
C	 Marie Burns and Stephen Nice
E	 info@burnsnice.com
W www.burnsnice.com

Burns + Nice is an urban design, masterplanning, landscape
architecture, transport and environmental planning consultancy.
It assists and represents public and private sector organisations in
their urban and environmental planning, design and management
needs. The practice specialises in planning and design projects, and
is fully aware of the practical and institutional problems that must
be tackled in order to deliver projects successfully.
The practice has extensive experience of urban regeneration,
public realm planning, design and development projects both in
this country and internationally. Burns + Nice achieve successful
urban design that provides social, cultural and economic gain to
local communities and businesses based on focused, co-ordinated,
realistic and achievable strategies, business plans and programmes
for implementation.
Burns + Nice are very experienced in undertaking extensive
consultation programmes with all sectors of the community, in
particular listening to and understanding the complex and often
competing needs of residents, businesses and visitors.
The skills within the practice mean that Burns+ Nice offer a range
of services from feasibility studies, through the planning and design
of specific projects, product design and developing management and
maintenance guidance.

1

2

1 Gravesend Transport Quarter Master Plan
2 Gravesend Transport Quarter Interchange Building
3 Leicester Square City Quarter

3
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Colour Urban Design Limited
LONDON

NEWCASTLE

94 Euston Street, London NW1 2HA	
Milburn House, Dean Street, Newcastle NE1 1LE
T	 0207 3878560	T	 0191 2424224
C	Peter Owens, Jon Eachus 	C	Emma Fletcher, Stephen Blacklock
E	design@colour-udl.com
Twitter @ColourUDLW
www.colour-udl.com
1

In a rapidly changing world where over 50%
of the global population now lives in cities,
the role of land, landscape architecture
and urban design has never been more
important. Communities now recognise
the importance of green infrastructure and
sustainable water management, and the
value that great public spaces have in the
built environment.
As an international landscape
architectural practice Colour:Urban Design
is ideally placed to meet this challenge,
through an award-winning approach that
creates synergies by connecting individuals,
communities, people, nature, culture
and commerce by means of low energy
landscapes that work hard.
From site to city scale, we operate
proactively and collaboratively with our
clients, design partners and the community.

From the FIFA 2022 World Cup in Qatar to
creative inner city regeneration, our design
process harnesses the creativity, experience
and intellectual rigour of our international
team of professionals in the pursuit of
technical excellence within the parameters
of contemporary best practice guidance.
This process has been developed and proven
through research and practice integrating
a high level of sustainable thinking and a
strong focus on people in terms of health and
fitness, social interaction and behaviour.
Our creative, holistic approach attracts
design-led clients and architects who wish
to unlock real value from land and create
‘clever landscapes’ that deliver added
benefits to their associated building, wider
site and community and provide added
value through expanding the potential of
a brief. For example, our masterplan at

2

3

4
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Durhamgate has created an exemplar in
Green Infrastructure design.
Recent awards include:
Livin, Commended at the LABC Awards,
2012
Roseberry Park, RIBA Gold Award 2012
Harton Primary School (STaG BSF),
Commended at the LABC Awards, 2012
Baddiley-Clarke Building, Newcastle
University, Sustainability Award, Lord
Mayors Design Awards 2011
Moorside Community Primary School,
Newcastle upon Tyne, BCSE ‘Best
Outdoor Learning Environment’, 2009
Gateshead International Stadium,
Runner Up in Landscape Category,
Hadrian Awards 2007
550 North, Newcastle, Lord Mayor’s
Design Award for Urban Landscape,
2003.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Durham Gate, Spennymore – strategic
master plan
2 Roseberry Park, Middlesborough
3 Portland Green, Newcastle –
masterplanning streets
4 Baddiley Clarke Building, Newcastle
University
5 Grimsby College – site master plan

DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES
practices

Milton Keynes

50 North Thirteenth Street
Central Milton Keynes MK9 3BP
T	 01908 666276
C	 Lawrence Revill
E	 mail@davidlock.com
W www.davidlock.com
Twitter @davidlockassoc

David Lock Associates is a leading town planning and urban design
consultancy. We have been delivering value to our many clients for
25 years by responding to changing circumstances to bring forward
and implement development at all scales. Our wealth of skills
include:
Development delivery through options appraisal and scenario
testing, creative portfolio review, property market analysis and
viability assessment, and consideration of funding options and
delivery mechanisms
Communication and consultation skills to engage effectively
with local communities, business groups, stakeholders, political
leaders and young people. We can build consensus and the
capacity required to ensure effective participation in debate,
discussion and planning for growth and change
A long track record in the masterplanning and regeneration of
towns, cities and regions, through robust spatial plans and urban
design frameworks that guide investment in infrastructure
Ambition for places – their potential and opportunity – to make
‘big plans’ which have the ability to galvanise consensus around
a shared vision for the future
Capacity to make good places through urban design and the
implementation of complex plans at a local level to bring the
vision to fruition
A broad appreciation of the complexities faced by public and
private sector clients to deliver regeneration and change,
reconciling different requirements through planning and
engagement
A trusted, multi-disciplined network of fellow consultants,
particularly through our ‘Collaborate’ partnership and our sister
companies Integrated Transport Planning and DLA Architects
Practice, to draw together complementary skills to match any
project.

1

•
•
•

2

•
•
•
•

3

1 Southampton City Centre master
plan
2 Engaging stakeholders and
communities at Alconbury,
Huntingdonshire
3 Delivering housing led regeneration
at Kingswood, Corby
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DEFINE
Birmingham

Cornwall Buildings,
45-51 Newhall Street,
Birmingham
B3 3QR
T	 0121 213 4720
C	Andy Williams
E	 andy@wearedefine.com
W www.wearedefine.com

At Define we pursue the art of placeshaping through our core disciplines of
town planning, urban design and landscape
architecture.
We promote, shape and assess
development, for both public and private
sector clients, and our urban design
expertise is typically applied to the following
commissions:
Masterplans and Development
Frameworks
We act for major landowners, strategic
developers and the wider development
industry in preparing strategic guidance
and applications for development. Our
context focused approach has a strong
track record in delivering successful
schemes, often in very challenging
and sensitive urban heritage or rural
environments.
Urban Design Codes
The preparation of successful design
codes requires a strong vision, clear
communication and an understanding of
deliverability issues. We have developed
a proven approach to preparing urban
design codes that carefully applies
these requirements.
Public Realm Design
We have a long history of designing
and delivering major public spaces.
Our designs respond to the context

•

•

•

•

4
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•

and history of a place, and often uses
a highly inclusive approach to both
art and digital technology to create
inspiring and creative design solutions.
Urban Design Audits and Expert
Witness
We regularly audit development
schemes against policy and guidance
requirements. This often leads to
specific, and sometimes significant,
scheme refinements resulting in either
a negotiated permission or successful
appeal decision following the provision
of expert witness services.
Townscape and Visual Impact
Assessments (TVIA)
Our approach to TVIA reflects best
practice and is often applied to projects
in very sensitive urban locations. We
strongly advocate TVIA as a positive
process that starts at the project outset,
establishes development parameters at
the early stages of a design process, and
leads to a successful and acceptable
built form.

We understand process but are not
restricted by it; our aim is always to
generate an inspirational and deliverable
built environment through collaboration,
consensus and insight, whether this is a
strategic development framework or a new
public square.

1

2

3
1 Snow Hill Gateway, Birmingham
2 Area 11 Residential Design Code, Milton
Keynes
3 Foldgate master plan, Ludlow
4 Heritage Quarter Tvia and Public Realm,
Gravesend

Devereux Architects
practices

LONDON

200 Upper Richmond Road, Putney,
London SW15 2SH
T	 020 8780 1800
C Duncan Ecob
E	 duncan.ecob@devereuxarchitects.com
W www.devereuxarchitects.com
1

BELIEF
We passionately believe that good urban design is a collaborative
process that should guide the creation of high quality places, greatly
enhance people’s quality of life and leave a legacy for the future. We
support a sustainable communities’ agenda and have developed
an environmental policy, which is applied to all our projects, to
encourage investment from many stakeholders, both economically
and emotionally.

SKILLS
We are leaders in creating places for people by providing
imaginative, innovative solutions to the complex issues of the
urban environment. Through an understanding of the multi-faceted
aspects that shape our built environment, including the physical,
social and economic issues, we deliver successful places with a focus
on high quality and added value.

TEAM
Our urban design studio has an international portfolio of urban
design, masterplanning and architectural projects with considerable
experience in the delivery of complex urban environments. The team
includes urban designers, architects, landscape architects, model
makers, graphic designers, cost consultants and project managers
who offer bespoke services matched to each project’s requirements.

2

COMMUNICATION
We actively seek the varied views and ideas of professionals and
stakeholders involved in the urban design process and see them as
a rich source of inspiration and creativity. We create a dialogue with
the community to understand their requirements and aspirations to
generate a positive response to change.

3

SCALE
Our projects vary in scale from international strategies and regional
frameworks to local master plans, all of which are immediate and
tangible. Our experience includes regeneration in town centres,
new residential neighbourhoods, health, education and leisure
campuses, and new mixed use developments.

1
2
3
4

Prince Bishop Park, UK
NETDA Lifescience Park, China
Moscow Agglomoration master plan, Russia
Working methods
4
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feria urbanism
Bournemouth

Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA
T	 01202 548 676
M 07816 299 909
C	Richard Eastham
E	 info@feria-urbanism.eu
W www.feria-urbanism.eu

Feria Urbanism is design studio with specialisms in urban strategies,
civic design and public participation.
This combination of expertise brings a successful attitude and
approach to contemporary issues in urban design and place-making.
This is very much appreciated by the organisations and people we
work alongside, ranging from large city authorities to small rural
parishes; from major landowners to not-for-profit community
organisations. We are also involved in design teaching and education
through strong links with our local university architecture school.
The recent changes to the planning system provide increased
opportunities for local communities to directly shape and influence
the places in which they live and work. We can provide the urban
design and planning insight that communities need in order to make
the best of these new opportunities.

1

2

3

OUR SPECIALISMS

•

•

•

Urban Strategies: We have developed strategic frameworks
for cities and towns including Preston, Weymouth, Oldham,
Liverpool, Bexleyheath and Bournemouth. These projects
have described key urban interventions, including specific
architectural responses. Several of these frameworks have
looked at the ‘after dark city’ exploring how lighting design, land
use planning and other regulations can combine to successfully
create safe and lively urban centres at night.
Civic Design: We have been involved in several high profile
public realm projects, which have sought to reconcile the
competing demands of pedestrians and vehicles to create
vibrant and successful places. These projects include the
revitalisation of Bexleyheath town centre, the redesign of Hemel
Hempstead High Street and Maidstone High Street, concept
designs for Stanley Street in Liverpool, and fresh ideas for new
public spaces in Bournemouth.
Public Participation: We have organised and led many
interesting and meaningful public engagement and participation
events. Design workshops, exhibitions and consultation events
have been an integral part of many of our projects. We have
developed a range of successful techniques that allow people in
both rural and urban areas to influence and improve the places
in which they live. Our work with rural communities in Kent is
featured as a best practice case study in the RIBA guidance note
on Neighbourhood Planning.
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1
2
3
4
5
6

6

RIBA competition short listed residential master plan — Preston, Lancashire
Daytime access and movement diagram — Bournemouth, Dorset
Night time strategy plan — Bournemouth, Dorset
Visualisation for an exciting new public space — Bournemouth, Dorset
Neighbourhood Planning event — Harrietsham, Kent
We have developed innovative consultation techniques — Burton, Dorset

GARSDALE DESIGN
practices

Sedbergh

High Branthwaites, Garsdale Road
Frostrow, Sedbergh, Cumbria LA10 5JR
T	 015396 20875
C	 Derrick Hartley
E	 info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
W www.garsdaledesign.co.uk

Garsdale Design is a well established practice of architects, planners
and heritage consultants, which aims to create or conserve good
places and buildings through the use of complementary skills.
We undertake architecture, master planning, urban design and
regeneration projects, as well as public realm and heritage initiatives.
Our services in urban design are based on significant experience
of major urban development projects at various scales of design.
Because of the range of expertise and experience we possess, we can
undertake many interlocking urban studies such as:
Urban space analysis
Conceptual site layout planning
Character area appraisals
Conservation area studies
Urban morphology studies

1

•
•
•
•
•

Our approach is to help shape places through understanding the
spatial dimension and urban form aspects, embracing the aesthetics
of scale, massing and character. We seek to identify how culturally
meaningful spaces can be created by grouping buildings together
in appropriate ways. Our work also embraces sustainability and
responsiveness to climate change.
As a specialist consultancy we deploy urban design techniques
and visualisations for a wide range of design-led projects. We are at
the forefront of companies assisting in the rebuilding of Iraq through
the preparation of city master plans for major population centres in
the provinces of Dhi Qar and Wasit. At present we are working on a
prestigious urban renewal project for Kufa. Our work in Iraq is being
undertaken in partnership with local and other companies.
Our principals have also worked on a number of large scale
master planning projects in Oman and elsewhere in the region.
Because we have lived and worked in several countries of the Middle
East we have a deep understanding of the culture and needs of the
communities for whom we are privileged to plan.
Currently we are pioneering the use of procedural modelling to
help realise urban design and detailed layouts for a range of urban
sites. This work is part of a masterplanning project for cities in Iraq.
We are integrating such design work with the GIS being created
for the management of the growth of the cities. This innovatory
procedure facilitates the production of visualisations and video
presentations to clients for decision-making.
1
2
3
4

2

3

Study for new district centre
Procedural modelling in progress
Impression of remodelled city square
Kut City master plan proposals
4
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GILLESPIES

LONDON • GLASGOW • MANCHESTER • LEEDS •
OXFORD • ABU DHABI

1 St John’s Square, London EC1M 4DH
T 020 7253 2929
C London
steve.wardell@gillespies.co.uk
Oxford/Abu Dhabi jim.diggle@gillespies.co.uk
Glasgow
brian.evans@gillespies.co.uk
Manchester
jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk
Leeds
michael.sharp@gillespies.co.uk
W www.gillespies.co.uk

1

Gillespies is a multi-disciplinary design practice, embracing
masterplanning, urban design, landscape design and landscape
planning, well-known for its award-winning regeneration and placemaking projects. We are committed to the creation of places that
respond to their community, have a high regard for the quality of their
environment and acknowledge their physical and cultural context.
The practice has accumulated a large body of completed
projects in many UK towns and cities, and we are also working in
many locations in Europe, the Middle East, China, South East Asia
and North America. Our aim always is to work with our clients,
stakeholders and local communities to create sustainable places,
taking account of context, sense of place and local identity to create
stimulating and engaging communities.

URBAN DESIGN AND PLACE-MAKING ethos
Places matter. They exist far beyond their physical and visual
surroundings. Places are alive with the social, cultural, economic
and natural characteristics that make each unique. Cities, towns and
developments of all sizes have innate elements to be celebrated,
while striving to fulfil their future potential. Cities should be legible
through intelligent use of public space, landmarks and effective
links, creating a coherent townscape with thriving neighbourhoods
– bringing ownership of the city back to its occupants. Vibrant
neighbourhoods, convenient and legible movement, and strong
networks of public spaces that people want to spend time in, are the
cornerstones of our design approach.

SELECTED RECENT PROJECTS

• St Giles Circus Urban Realm, London
• Bradford’s City Park, Yorkshire
• MediaCityUK, Salford
• Bristol Temple Meads master plan, Bristol
• Sheffield Urban Design Compendium, Sheffield
• Paddington Basin, London
• Weston-super-Mare Area Development Framework, Somerset
• Capital Streets Project and St Andrew Square, Edinburgh
• Glasgow City Centre Public Realm Strategy, Streets and Spaces
• Grainger Town, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
• Centro Midland Metro Tram network, Birmingham
• Former Selly Oak Hospital master plan, Birmingham
• Oxford Street, Regent Street & Bond Street Action Plan, London
• Brighton Tall Building Study, Brighton
International:
• Suzhou Eco-Town master plan for new community, Jiangsu
province, China
• Channel Ridge, Salt Spring Island, Vancouver, Canada
• Master plan for new mixed use community, Cairo, Egypt
• Moscow expansion master plan competition winner, Moscow,
Russia
• Dubai International Financial Centre, UAE
• Masdar Institute of Science and Technology, Abu Dhabi, UAE.
Awards
The Civic Trust, RTPI, Landscape Institute, Urban Design Group,
Academy of Urbanism, the Scottish Planning Awards, and the
International Property Awards.
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1 Former Selly Oak Hospital residential
master plan, Birmingham
2 Suzhou Eco-Town, Jiangsu province, China
3 Master plan for new mixed use community,
Cairo, Egypt

GLOBE CONSULTANTS LTD
practices

LINCOLN

26 Westgate, Lincoln LN1 3BD
T	 01522 546483
C	Steve Kemp, Adam Jones
E	 enquiry@globelimited.co.uk
enquiries@globeconsultantsinternational.com
W www.globelimited.co.uk
www.globeconsultantsinternational.com

Globe (Globe Consultants Ltd and Globe
Consultants International Ltd) provides
urban design services in the UK and
internationally to clients ranging from
developers and community groups, through
local authorities to national governments.
Based in the historic city of Lincoln, we are
particularly aware of the benefits a high
quality built environment can bring to the
day-to-day lives of residents, businesses
and visitors.
To us, urban design is always fascinating
and good urban design can be complex,
but we are guided by simple principles:
anything that is well designed, whether it is
a town or a teapot, displays three essential
qualities – it works well, feels right and looks
good. However complex the urban design
challenge, we look for those three qualities
to be embedded in the design process from
the outset. Of course, whilst the qualities
themselves may seem simple, the process of
achieving them can be very demanding. We
make our experience and understanding of
urban design available to all our clients and
colleagues to help them achieve the best
outcomes.
Our urban design activities are wide
ranging. Over the past year, for example,

we have simultaneously been advising
and supporting several neighbourhood
groups and parish councils working towards
neighbourhood plans; helping developers
and their architects through the design
review process; and providing a range
of independent urban design services,
including training, research and the trialing
of form-based codes, to the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago. Urban design
projects that we have been closely involved
in recently include urban infrastructure,
a university campus extension, an inner
city business park expansion, residential
development projects and marinas. Globe
also has extensive experience in facilitating
Placechecks in the UK and overseas, and
providing urban design training to planning
professionals.
Our experience tells us that good
urban design requires a good team and
effective teamwork. Globe’s background
is in planning, economics and culture, not
architecture or landscape design, and that
is one of our strengths. We work closely
with colleagues from other disciplines,
complementing each other’s perceptions,
skills and experience to produce incisive and
effective urban design outcomes.

1

2

1 Urban grain analysis of
Lincoln city centre for
masterplanning project
2 Urban form analysis
using layered
information bases
3 Homepage of
‘uDesignTT’ a webbased urban design
framework for Trinidad
and Tobago produced
by Globe’s designers
4 Survey for preparation
of Form-Based Codes
for Tunapuna, Trinidad
4

3
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HOK International
London

Qube, 90 Whitfield Street
London W1T 4EZ
T	 020 7636 2006
C	Tim Gale, Director
E	 tim.gale@hok.com
W www.hok.com
Recognised Practitioner Raj Rooprai
1

HOK is a global provider of planning,
design and delivery solutions for the built
environment. Since the firm’s founding in
1955, HOK has developed into one of the
world’s largest, most diverse and respected
design practices. The firm employs more
than 2,000 professionals linked across
a global network of 23 offices on four
continents.
The masterplanning, landscape and
urban design team at HOK has been involved
in shaping communities and developments
across the globe in the UK, Europe, Middle
East, Asia Pacific and India. These projects
have been directed toward the improvement
of urban areas and the revitalisation of
cities and towns, the development and
growth of areas located on the urban fringes
and beyond, and the conservation and
regeneration of places.
Our global expertise enables us to keep
abreast of best practice from around the
world and respond to the scale of a project
in a manner that respects its context and
environment. Sustainable design principles
are integral to the HOK approach and
sustainability is built into the evolution of
the project from the outset.
We offer clients the opportunity to draw
upon all of the resources available within the
organisation by forming multi-disciplinary
teams that fulfil specific project needs. Our
pledge is to provide the highest level of skill
in analytical problem-solving and creative
design.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES
HOK’s people are committed to creating
environments that make a profoundly
positive impact on people’s lives. Each HOK
project is approached individually, without
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preconceptions, and designed to serve the
unique needs and aspirations of the specific
client and its surrounding community. The
firm’s flexible work processes and advanced
technology equip us to effectively deliver
projects of any size, scale or location. Our
diverse talent and highly collaborative
culture enables us to assemble teams with
specialised expertise from throughout the
HOK office network.
Our masterplanners, urban designers
and landscape architects are always looking
for new ways to reinvent the utility of
commonly used places. From large-scale
urban design to human-scale detailing,
we believe innovative spatial design can
harmonise groups of buildings and create
cohesive areas and neighbourhoods. The
approach represents a philosophy of placemaking, focused on creating places that are
memorable, or places that work.

2

3

INTEGRATED DESIGN SERVICES
The HOK team offers the advantage of
a fully integrated design service that
includes masterplanners, urban designers,
landscape architects, architects, wayfinding specialists interior designers and
graphic designers, all used to working
together to create comprehensively
designed solutions.
As urban designers, we are accustomed
to working with complex infill developments
and large scale redevelopment projects
creating unique environments focused
above all on the quality and character of the
streetscape and pedestrian environments.
We believe creativity and thoughtful design
create popular, safe, sustainable public
spaces.

4

5
1
2
3
4
5

New West End, London
5 Churchill Place, London
Nunn Mills, London
Water Garden City, Bahrain
Dublin Airport City, Dublin, Ireland

london

23-25 Great Sutton Street
London EC1V 0DN
T	 020 7017 1780
C	 Marcus Adams
E	 info@jtp.co.uk
W www.jtp.co.uk

Edinburgh

Venue Studios
21 Calton Road
Edinburgh EH8 8DL
T	 0131 550 6600
C	Ross Peedle
E	 info@jtp.co.uk
W www.jtp.co.uk

practices

John Thompson & Partners
Urbanism + Architecture
shanghai

Building 1, Room 2115
751 South Huang Pi Road
Shanghai 200025 P.R. China
T	 +86 (021) 6093 2898
C	Alan Stewart
E	 info@jtp.co.uk
W www.jtpchina.cn

John Thompson & Partners is an international placemaking practice
of urbanists and architects. We are passionate about good buildings
and the spaces in between, but we know that unless they answer
the real needs of those who use them, they engage no one. It is only
when buildings and spaces respond to people’s needs that they can
truly be called a place. This is what we really care about – creating
great places.
From our studios in London, Edinburgh and Shanghai, we
deliver successful placemaking projects for both the public and
private sectors throughout the UK, Europe, Russia, China and the
Middle East. We specialise in harnessing human energy by using
participatory techniques pioneered and honed over two decades to
build collaborative visions for our projects with the very people who
will go on to use them.
We approach all of our projects through a process of
understanding, engaging and creating, which together we call
Collaborative Placemaking. We believe that this process has social,
economic, physical and environmental benefits, which are the key
components of sustainable placemaking.
The scope of our work extends from the city to the building,
encompassing everything between these scales – towns,
neighbourhoods, streets and spaces – from remaking the old to
creating the completely new.
Beginning with large-scale strategic placemaking advice, and
evolving through visioning, masterplanning, regeneration and
architecture, our holistic approach delivers continuity, integration
and focus of effort through the different levels of its execution.
In other words, we know how to create a large-scale vision and
to make sure this is reflected and reinforced in every detail.

1

2

John Thompson & Partners specialises in:
Visioning and Collaborative Placemaking
Masterplanning
Regeneration
Architecture
JTP Cities, a Strategic Placemaking Consultancy

•
•
•
•
•

3
1 Moscow Expansion Competition
(JTP won first prize as part
of the Capital Cities Planning
Group)
2 Fulham Reach, London
3 Dalian, China
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Jon Rowland
Urban Design
Oxford

65 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford OX2 9HE
T	 01865 863 642
C	 Jon Rowland
E	 jonrowland@jrud.co.uk
W www.jrud.co.uk

1

Jon Rowland Urban Design (JRUD) is a small practice that specialises
in providing urban design expertise to public and private sector
clients. JRUD carries out master planning, urban design strategies
and frameworks, appraisal and feasibility studies, and public
participation exercises. The practice is valued for:
the experience of its consultant staff and their depth of urban
design knowledge
the responsive nature of the practice, and
its collaborative approach to projects, which draws on a network
of different skills for a range of projects.

•
•
•

We work in close collaboration with architects, surveyors, planners,
and other urban designers. The practice has a network of likeminded companies with whom we often work.

2

Recent projects include

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Neighbourhood Plans in Sunningdale and Burgess Hill
West Sumners, the completion of Sir Frederick Gibberd’s plan for
Harlow
Cottam Hall urban extension, Preston
Design advice on Exeter Bus Station
Rhosneigr Coastal Recreation Infrastructure Master Plan,
Anglesey
Sandymoor Urban Extension Design Codes
Award-winning Stranraer Waterfront Regeneration, Scotland
Award-winning Telford Millennium Community, Phases 2 and 3.

We work from first principles using survey and analysis to establish
common ground for a vision or development concept, and how to
achieve it. Designing for the future is central to our urban design
approach, in terms of flexibility, new urban forms, energy resource
efficiency, and innovation. We incorporate social futures in the
design of sustainable neighbourhoods that include new work and
life-styles, mixing uses, typologies and tenures. Our book Urban
Design Futures published by Routledge and recent article ‘The
Quality of Life in Cities – the 21st Century Suburb’ published by
ICE Urban Design and Planning reflect this innovative approach.
Consultation plays a major role in this consensus building. To that
end working with local knowledge from within a local community
helps us match aspirations with practicalities. Establishing a
framework for the design of the public realm, and the way in
which street pattern, townscape, land use and human activity are
combined is critical to success. In this way we can celebrate the
uniqueness of place.
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3

1 Cottam Hall, Preston, master
plan and consultation for
neighbourhood extension
2 Rhosneigr, Anglesey Coastal
Recreation Infrastructure
Master Plan for the future
of this small seaside town
responding to differing
community views
3 Sandymoor Design Codes,
Runcorn, detailed design
codes covering landscape
and urban design, public
realm and streets, based on
performance criteria and
made very accessible
4 Belfast Renewing
Communities Master Plan,
master plans, consultation
and development frameworks
for five core areas of the city
4

LONDON

43 Chalton Street
London NW1 1JD
T	 020 7383 5784
C	Adrian Wikeley
E	adrian.wikeley@
landuse.co.uk

BRISTOL

14 Great George Street
Bristol BS1 5RH
T	 0117 929 1997

GLASGOW

37 Otago Street
Glasgow G12 8JJ
T	 0141 334 9595
C	 Duncan McLean
E	duncan.mclean@
landuse.co.uk

EDINBURGH

practices

LUC

28 Stafford Street
Edinburgh EH3 7BD
T	 0131 202 1616

W www.landuse.co.uk
At LUC we believe that the pedestrian spatial experience within our
towns and cities plays an important role in establishing distinctive,
social, healthy and sustainable communities. The creation of new
spaces and redesign of existing streets and spaces to prioritise
pedestrians and cyclists, enhance legibility, improve vitality and
economic performance, and improve connectivity and safety, is a
common theme to our work. It is possibly the most direct way for our
landscape architects and urban designers to improve the quality of
everyday life.
We endeavour to understand how people use urban public
spaces, and provide them with integrated, functional, beautiful
and lasting designs; public realm design should be clear and
understandable for all users, spatially stimulating and respond to
a pedestrian scale in terms of space and detail. All our work has a
strong contextual focus through our understanding of place and
our production of locally distinct designs. We strive for solutions
that are not only creative and innovative, but practical, functional,
sustainable and affordable.
LUC frequently work collaboratively within multi-disciplinary
teams often delivering complex and challenging urban design
and public realm projects. We build strong relationships based
on honesty, respect, creativity and professionalism. We work at a
variety of scales delivering:
Development frameworks & Spatial Plans
Site masterplans
Public Realm and Open Space Strategies
Design and delivery of public realm and streetscape designs
Urban parks design and restoration

1

•
•
•
•
•

2

1 Newcastle Science Central – Public Realm
master plan
2 Heartlands – Renaissance of a C19th
Cornish tin mine
3 Shawfield Infrastructure and Development
Framework – Establishing the green
network and connectivity principles
3
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lavigne lonsdale
BATH

The Glove Factory, Studio 20
Brook Lane, Holt, Nr Bath BA14 6RL
T	 01225 421 539
C	 Martyn Lonsdale
E	 martyn@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
W www.lavignelonsdale.co.uk

TRURO

55 Lemon Street
Truro, Cornwall TR1 2PE
T	 01872 273 118

1

Lavigne Lonsdale is an award-winning multi-disciplinary design
practice based in Bath and Truro. We work throughout the UK and
abroad and have particular project experience in the South West of
England.
We are a diverse and capable team of masterplanners, urban
designers, architects, landscape architects and planners, spatial
designers, graphic designers and product designers. We have a
track record of designing and delivering complex and sensitive
development projects for both private and public sector clients.

KEY DISCIPLINES

•
•
•
•

Masterplanning
Urban design and architecture
Landscape architecture and planning
Product design

2

PROJECT TYPES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residential
Mixed Use
Leisure
Health
Education
Regeneration
Utilities
Public realm and street furniture design
Green infrastructure, parks and gardens

SKILLS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sustainable urban extensions
Strategic and concept masterplanning
Lead consultants for the preparation of outline and
detail planning applications
Creative urban and landscape design
Urban and landscape contextual analysis
Preparation of development briefs and design codes
Public consultations
Public inquiries and expert witness
Preparation of Landscape and Visual Assessments and EIA input
Product design
3D visualisations and photographic montages for public inquiries
Exhibitions and graphic design
Project management and implementation.
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3

4

1 Truro western expansion,
perspective sketch
2 Torbay western expansion,
Local Centre 3D model
3 Maiden Green, mixed use urban
extension; Illustrative plan
4 Heartlands; regeneration of a
derelict industrial site

LDA Design
practices

london

14-17 Wells Mews
London W1T 3HF
T	 020 7467 1470
C	 Bernie Foulkes and Colin James
E	 info@lda-design.co.uk
W www.lda-design.co.uk

1

LDA Design is an independent, design, environment and
sustainability consultancy established for over 30 years with a
professional team of more than 100 people. We work in the UK and
internationally and for the private and public sectors. Our work
includes best practice guidance, city visions and strategic master
plans, regeneration strategies and frameworks, development master
plans, sustainability and energy studies, public realm strategies
and projects, parks and green infrastructure, design guidance and
coding.
Urban design and development masterplanning in the wrong
hands can become formulaic, predictable resulting in undeliverable
projects. We develop smart and creative solutions that are shaped
around economic, environmental and social objectives. Our aim is
always to understand the place, to deliver the specific requirements
of the client and the needs of the community. Each project is
different by virtue of its unique location and our design response is
equally thoughtful and appropriate.
This approach is driven from the top and the intellectual rigour of
the leadership team is maintained by undertaking research projects
and working on initiatives that are able to influence professional
thinking; our involvement in organisations ranges from the Academy
of Urbanism and Design Council Cabe to organisations such as the UK
China Ecocities Group.
Our ultimate goal is always to deliver projects on the ground.
For our clients this means achieving rapid and efficient planning
consents, and designing commercially successful and awardwinning projects. Our track record speaks for itself. We work
at every scale from new low-carbon cities in China to heritage
restoration projects in Moscow, to new sustainable communities in
Cambridgeshire and Swindon. Our regeneration work includes some
of the most recognisable and well-known projects in the UK such
as the redevelopment of Battersea Power Station, the design of the
London 2012 Olympic Parklands, and the masterplanning of major
new mixed use communities in London such as Meridian Water.
Our fully integrated skills include: urban design; masterplanning;
town planning; architecture; landscape architecture; sustainability
and energy planning; community engagement and communication
skills; rural planning; ecology; environmental assessment; graphic
design; visualisation and GIS.

2

3

4

1
2
3
4

Meridian Water – master plan
Meridian Water – waterside view
London 2012 Olympic Park
Millbay Docks, Plymouth – regeneration
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LHC Architecture & Urbanism
Exeter

The Design Studio,
Emperor Way, Exeter Business
Park, Exeter, EX1 3QS
T	 01392 444334
C	 John Baulch
E	 jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
W www.lhc.net

Plymouth

The Design Studio,
Guardhouse, Royal William
Yard, Plymouth, PL1 3RP
T	 01752 669368
C	 John Baulch
E	 jbaulch@ex.lhc.net

LHC is a multi-award winning team of urban designers, architects
and landscape architects. Our work is underpinned by close
collaboration across core design disciplines and workshop working
with our clients and key stakeholders. Our experienced team provide
an integrated approach to strategic visioning, regeneration, urban
renewal, masterplanning and public realm projects.
Operating at all scales of the development and regeneration
process, from strategic conceptual design through to detailed
delivery, our iterative approach maintains the connection between
design innovation and technical feasibility.
We are creative, knowledgeable, practical and passionate about
designing sustainable communities, which sit naturally with the
history and landscape of their location. Essentially, we believe a
sustainable community is one with its roots in the past, which looks
very much to the future.
Strategic visioning
Regeneration
Urban renewal
Masterplanning

1
2
3
4
5

Southampton

The Design Studio,
Canute Chambers,
Southampton, SO14 3AB
T	 0845 071 4565
C	Richard Summers
E	 rsummers@soton.lhc.net

1

Public consultation
Public realm
Architectural design
Landscape architecture

Eco-Community, St Austell
Gatehouse Farm, Dawlish
Tolgus Farm, Redruth
Eco-Community, St Austell
Seaton Neighbourhood, Plymouth

4
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practices

METROPOLIS PLANNING
AND DESIGN
London

4 Underwood Row, London N1 7LQ
T	 02073242662
C	 Greg Cooper
E	 info@metropolispd.com
W www.metropolispd.com

1

Urban design is a multi-disciplinary activity and so we work as
a multi-disciplinary studio. We have four pools of expertise:
masterplanning or urban design, town planning, architecture and
renewable energy or sustainability.
Since 2006 we have combined our urban design and energy
teams to deal with the rising profile of sustainable development
and carbon saving in masterplanning and urban design. We are
very pleased to see tangible results with families now moving into
private homes that are fed by district heating schemes that we have
advocated and planned over the last few years.
We pride ourselves on our ability to communicate our schemes
with local communities and to build consensus. We find that this
produces a better scheme and a faster, more confident and less
contentious planning process.

2

EXPERTISE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Urban design analysis for the development of master plans,
architectural concepts, schemes and capacity studies
Energy strategies for master plans and area frameworks
Detailed energy advice on a range of building types
Public consultation in support of design proposals.
Large scale residential and mixed-use masterplanning projects
Assessments and justifications for major central London
developments including tall building proposals
Design briefs, best practice guidance and design coding.

3

1+2 Carter’s Quay Poole, creating a new mixed use
quayside
3
St John’s Hospital Chelmsford master plan
4
Drayton Garden Village – a new family neighbourhood
of 800 homes served by a district heating system
4

Urban Design Directory 2013-15 — 29

practices

Nathaniel Lichfield
and Partners
Cardiff • Leeds • London •
Manchester • Newcastle

14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street, London N1 9RL
T	 020 7837 4477
C	 Nicholas Thompson, Iain Rhind, Colin Pullan
E	 urbandesign@nlpplanning.com
W www.nlpplanning.com
Recognised Practitioners Colin Pullan, Peter Baird
1

At Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners (NLP) we integrate creativity and
realism in our approach to urban design, which forms part of our
overall town planning consultancy services, working for both private
and public sector clients.
We undertake the masterplanning of new neighbourhoods and
major urban extensions, establishing the redevelopment potential
of sensitive and challenging urban sites, and facilitating positive
community engagement. Our illustrative master plans and detailed
plans – often supporting planning applications – are based on a
thorough understanding of context, best practice and consultation.
Each project is critically examined to identify where NLP’s urban
designers can add value for our clients and to aid communication
and understanding between clients, stakeholders and the wider
community.
A flexible and inclusive approach, including consultation,
means that we engage in dialogue with the community and built
environment professionals alike.

Our design skills and analytical abilities are applied to many different
projects:
Townscape and Visual Impact Assessment forms an integral part
of our input to Environmental Statements, for developments in
sensitive urban or rural sites
Our experience of heritage and associated design issues spans
from the local to internationally recognised heritage assets:
we provide design advice, input to planning applications and
present expert evidence at public inquiries
Daylight and sunlight analysis enables development to be
accurately modelled and tested, guiding proposals for complex
urban sites.

2

•
•
•

3

With offices in Cardiff, Leeds, London, Manchester and Newcastle,
we are ideally located to provide design advice on projects across
the UK.

1 Wembley Stadium townscape, visual
and heritage assessments
2 Turnberry Quay daylight, sunlight and
overshadowing assessment
3 Langley Park layout
4 Callerton Park master plan and
consultation
4
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NEW Masterplanning Ltd
practices

Poole

107 Bournemouth Road, Poole BH14 9HR
T	 01202 742228
C	Andy Ward, Hans van Bommel
E	 office@newmasterplanning.com
W www.newmasterplanning.com

1

Masterplanning is a specialist skill that helps clients from concept
to construction. To create integrated, deliverable master plans
we bring expertise in urban design, architecture, landscape
architecture, town planning and economic planning. Our directors
have led urban design and regeneration teams for local authorities,
property consultancies and national design practices and we are
represented on the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) and
South West Design Review Panels. We are active members of the
Urban Design Group and have been shortlisted for the Francis
Tibbalds Award in each of the last three years.
Our company name reflects our attitude to projects, places and
people. We recognise that we continually learn from clients, team
members and local communities. We are always open to new ideas
and maintain the energy and enthusiasm of a new and dynamic
company.
Our commitment to urban design and understanding of
commercial viability continues to attract new clients and exciting
projects. We are delivering innovative housing, commercial, leisure
and retail schemes for national clients such as the HCA, Crest
Nicholson, St. Modwen plc, McCarthy & Stone and Linden Homes as
well as local authorities, regional house builders and developers.

2

From concept to construction in South Bristol:
1 We used built models to engage local residents in design debates
2 Our mixed use master plan attracted £10 million of external funding
3 Our detailed park design for Filwood is now under construction

3
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NODE URBAN DESIGN
BIRMINGHAM

LEICESTER

85-89 Colmore Row
33 Holmfield Road
Birmingham B3 2BB
Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 1SE
T	 0121 6679259
T	 0116 2708742
C	 Katie Kershaw
C	 Nigel Wakefield
E	 creativethinking@nodeurbandesign.com
W www.nodeurbandesign.com

1

Node Urban Design is an innovative practice with a team of
consultants who believe that good design adds value. We are highly
qualified urban designers, landscape architects, heritage specialists
and graphic designers who believe in inter-disciplinary working.
Our approach is to use our knowledge and understanding of the
principles of what makes successful places to help create a ‘sense
of place’ in new development. Our aim is to deliver innovative and
achievable solutions in complex urban environments for the public
and private sector.

Expertise

We provide a valuable service to our clients by:
Designing in a way that maximises value but does not
compromise good design
Facilitating a faster and smoother path to help secure planning
permission
Adopting an approach that is consistent with good practice as
set out by CABE and other design review panels
Delivering innovative and creative solutions
Using a range of techniques from hand drawing to CAD and 3D
computerised modelling
Providing good value for money.

Our experience includes work across the UK for both private and
public sector clients from vision to delivery and includes:
Sustainable urban extensions
Town and city master plans
Design and access statements
Urban design guidance
Landscape and public realm design
Landscape and visual impact assessment
Heritage statements.

•
•
•
•
•
•

2

3
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We work at all scales from strategic analysis at a regional, city and
district level to the development of site specific urban design and
landscape solutions at a neighbourhood, block, street and building
scales. Our core services are:
Urban Design
Landscape
Heritage.

•
•
•

Experience

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Churchfields master plan, Kidderminster
2 Branston Locks sustainable urban
extension, Burton-upon-Trent
3 Hartshill mixed use master plan, Stoke

Paul Drew Design
practices

London

23-25 Great Sutton Street, London EC1V 0DN
T	 020 7017 1785
C	Paul Drew, Recognised practitioner
E	 pdrew@pauldrewdesign.co.uk
W www.pauldrewdesign.co.uk

Paul Drew Design is a specialised urban design and masterplanning
consultancy. Established in 2002, we prepare designs for large and
medium scale developments throughout the UK including: urban
extensions, new centres, residential and mixed-use areas.
Underpinning our work is the ability to provide good knowledge
transfers, where we collaborate with a wide range of other
professionals involved with the built environment. Our designs and
briefing material ensure continuity between all within the multidisciplinary team and local stakeholder groups.
We focus on creative, viable and sustainable solutions for the
private and public sector that are sensitive to the unique quality of
every place we engage with.
Our approach is to produce robust designs that can be adaptable
and flexible over time, ensuring they are responsive to changing
economic and environmental demands and the evolving needs of the
communities for whom they serve.
Over the past ten years the practice has been involved with a number
of key developments in the South East and the Midlands. Recent
projects include:
The Milton Keynes Western Expansion – Area 10 master plan and
design codes for up to 4,500 new dwellings
The delivery of approximately 1,400 new homes and community
facilities at Love’s Farm, St Neots. With ongoing work to deliver a
further 1,200 dwellings and supporting facilities for Love’s Farm
East
The adoption of the master plan and design code for the urban
extensions at Longford Park, Banbury
The approval of master plan and briefing for Orchard Park,
Cambridge
Submission of outline planning applications for Bromsgrove,
Warwick and Rugby.

•
•

1

2

•
•
•

3
1
2
3
4

Milton Keynes Western Expansion Area, master plan
Proposal for new village square Longford Park, Banbury
Completed urban extension at Love’s Farm, St Neots
Illustrative street scale and massing for Hazeley Wood Edge
Milton Keynes Area 10

4
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PEGASUS GROUP

CIRENCESTER • BIRMINGHAM • BRACKNELL • BRISTOL •
CAMBRIDGE • East Midlands • LEEDS • MANCHESTER

Pegasus House, Querns Business Centre,
Whitworth Road, Cirencester GL7 1RT
T	 01285 641717
M 07765 257882
C	Recognised Practitioner Michael Carr
E	 mike.carr@pegasuspg.co.uk
W www.pegasuspg.co.uk

1

ADVICE FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
The Pegasus Group is a focused team of
professionals committed to securing high
quality sustainable environments. Pegasus
combines the personal dedication of the
directors and staff with the best of modern
practices and resources. Pegasus provides
services for all sectors of planning for the
development industry, landowners and
public sector, and constantly strives to
integrate place-making with engineering
and environmental objectives.
Pegasus has received a number of
plaudits for their work, including the
Secretary of State who has commented
about a Pegasus project stating: ‘the site
has been designed to the best urban design
standards and would represent a high
quality urban extension’.

Pegasus’s approach to projects
continues to deliver successful
developments, and project roles
include urban design, masterplanning,
architectural design, landscape design,
consultation, sustainability and planning
co-ordination.
Pegasus urban designers and
architectural designers work together to
deliver design-led solutions in a dynamic
studio environment: our work process
is driven by analysis, creativity and
commercial understanding.
Pegasus has an impressive collective
expertise across a broad range of sectors
and building typologies, including high-end
residential schemes, as well as cultural,
hotel and leisure, business parks and major
masterplanning projects.

Pegasus Landscape Design capabilities
cross all aspects of the environment.
Pegasus takes pride in its holistic approach
to creating places where people want to
live, work, play and rest. Pegasus also have
a collaborative ethos, working with our
clients and other members of the design
team to deliver projects that bring value
and impact through innovative, technically
sound and sustainable design solutions.
Pegasus Planning operates
independently as a planning consultancy in
its own right, but also as a fully integrated
component of Pegasus, providing support
for other disciplines within the company.
The complexity of today’s development
environment means that sound advice has
never been more critical.
1
2
3
4
5

2

3
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5

Towcester master plan
Allimore Lane character area model views
Kingshill masterplanning and design code
Street scene design concept drawing
Fugglestone design concept for mixed use
application

Planit i.e. LTD
practices

Altrincham • London

The Planit Group, 2 Back Grafton Street
Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 1DY
T	 0161 928 9281
C	Peter Swift
E	 info@planit-ie.com
W www.planit-ie.com
1

Planit are landscape architects and urban
designers. We are a creative studio who
value healthy places to live, work, and play.
We collaborate with clients, architects and
engineers, artists and craftspeople.
We take a pragmatic approach to a brief,
but are not afraid of seeking out meaning
in a project. Whilst rationalists, we do not
see ourselves as mere conduits, we lay out
narratives to add delight.
We operate at all scales – from regional
strategies, visionary master planning of
urban quarters through to city squares,
parks and gardens. Beyond design we
are constantly exploring new models
of stewardship and consequently our
involvement in projects is long-lasting
and rewarding. Sustainable development
is ingrained in our design ethos and we
aspire to create ‘landscapes for healthy
living’ and in turn, intelligent environments,
appreciated by our future generations.
We believe passionately in the sustainable
communities agenda, and whether leading
the design process, or working as part of
a mutli-disciplinary team, our philosophy
is always to add value. We thrive through
collaboration and have been privileged to

work with some of the greatest architects,
engineers and clients in Europe.
Our strength lies in our ability to work
with living material to craft parks and
squares, big and small, ancient and modern,
urban and rural.
We pride ourselves on having
considerable experience and a strong team
in depth, with 30 landscape architects and
urban designers in London, Manchester
and Liverpool. However, we also believe in
relationship-building, and with us, who you
see is who you get. Our four Directors are
involved hands-on in all of our projects and
lead regular critiques and reviews as part
of our every-day working. Whilst leadership
is clear and direct, we have a flat hierarchy
when it comes to design – everyone’s
opinion is courted and valued at every stage.
In our experience, urban design is
inextricably linked to the shifting socio/
economic/ political terrain. Whether this
is within the sustainable growth agenda
or the political aspiration for localism, the
focus is on delivering key projects to the
highest quality, in a resourceful and creative
manner, which in turn creates a stepped
change to the place.

2

3

4

5

1
2
3
4

6

Copenhagen Arena
Airport City
Shared Space Village – Poynton
Lime Street Gateway – Liverpool
Investment Framework
5 Penrhos Leisure Village
6 Liverpool Waters
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+Plus Urban Design
Newcastle upon Tyne • Leeds •
Manchester • Milton Keynes

Spaceworks, Benton Park Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7LX
T	 08456 43 60 66
C	Richard Charge, Tony Wyatt
E	 richardcharge@plusud.co.uk
tonywyatt@plusud.co.uk
W www.plusud.co.uk
What We Offer

+Plus Urban Design are an innovative urban design company who
help landowners, developers, local authorities, community groups
and local people to understand, protect, enhance and add value to
their local places.
This is achieved by finding the most beneficial solutions to
meet the statutory planning requirements for an area or site, taking
account of local context and wide ranging stakeholder interests and
concerns.
We have more than 40 years’ experience in providing area
assessments, site masterplanning, development guidance and
design advisory services to public, private, social enterprise and
voluntary sectors. Our key people have worked on many awardwinning projects which have been recognised for the transformation
of previously undervalued areas.
We provide a fresh approach to promoting and achieving design
quality in local places.
This is achieved by finding the most beneficial solutions for
an area or site, taking account of local context and wide ranging
stakeholder interests and concerns. By merging strategic and
detailed urban design with sound pre-planning expertise and
creative graphic design, we help to add real value to individual
projects no matter how complex the brief.
Our independence and well-respected credibility help our
clients to achieve their aspirations for their local places.

Key Projects

•
•
•
•
•
•

Worsley New Hall, Salford: 5 Star hotel and international golf
course – strategic urban design advisors to Peel Group
Grosvenor Shopping Centre Northampton: Re-Development and
extension – strategic urban design advisors to Northampton
Borough Council
Strategic residential context appraisals and masterplanning in
North East and Yorkshire, for landowners and housebuilders
including Conroy Homes, Durham Diocese Finance Board,
Greenwich Hospital Estates, Hellens Group and Yuill Homes.
Royal Mail Delivery Office Northampton: Retail re-use of
redundant building – strategic connections study for Royal Mail
to help successfully secure planning consent
Durham Tees Valley Airport: Development options – strategic
urban design advisors to Peel Group
Design Council Cabe Built Environment Experts: both founding
directors appointed to provide design review and enabling
services across England.
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2

3

1 Urban Design Framework
2 Local Stakeholder Engagement
3 Strategic Masterplanning

practices

POLLARD THOMAS
EDWARDS architects
London

Diespeker Wharf, 38 Graham St, London N1 8JX
T	 020 7336 7777
C	Andrew Beharrell, Robin Saha-Choudhury
E	 robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
W www.ptea.co.uk

1

Pollard Thomas Edwards architects (PTEa), is an award-winning
practice specialising in the creation of new neighbourhoods
and the revitalisation of old ones. Our projects embrace the
whole spectrum of residential development and other essential
ingredients which make our cities, towns and villages into thriving
and sustainable places.
PTEa offers a unique combination of commercial acumen, design
talent and social commitment. Our rigorous, questioning approach
produces design solutions that are intelligent, imaginative and which
add value and joy. We place great importance not only on the way
that buildings look, but also on the way that they are made, the way
they are used and their graceful ageing. Our recent masterplanning
and urban design work demonstrates how PTEa is developing
innovative responses to some highly topical issues.

2

CREATING NEW SOURCES OF FUNDING BY
CO-LOCATING COMMUNITY FACILITIES
The Deptford Lounge, a striking new civic focus and part of a visionary
town centre mixed-use master plan in Lewisham, includes a library,
a school, a market square, artists’ studios and 38 new homes.

ELEVATING EXISTING HERITAGE AS PART OF
A HIGH DENSITY CITY CENTRE PLAN
Central Chelmsford in Essex is an entirely new urban district. The
mixed use redevelopment provides shops, offices, community
facilities and 500 new homes. Key to the design is the restoration of
the existing heritage buildings and landscape, placing them within a
sequence of new public spaces which reinstate some of the intimacy
and charm of the old market town.

3

WORKING WITH RESIDENTS TO IMPROVE
EXISTING NEIGHBOURHOODS
Grahame Park, one of London’s largest regeneration projects, will
provide 3,400 new and refurbished homes, community facilities,
shops, a new road network and extensive parks.

WINNING COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR
MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
Arundel Square, a bold apartment development within a
conservation area, where PTEa spent many months talking to
neighbours and local amenity groups and winning their
support for ambitious change. This involved decking over a
railway cutting to complete the fractured Victorian square and
extending and re-landscaping the public garden.

4
1 Town centre regeneration: Deptford Lounge
at the heart of the weekly market
2 Neighbourhood regeneration: Phase 1 of
Grahame Park now completed
3 A new urban district: Central Chelmsford,
Essex
4 Urban mending: Arundel Square, Islington,
London
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POWELL DOBSON URBANISTS
CARDIFF

SWANSEA

T	 02920 799699
C	 James Brown

E	 urbanists@powelldobson.com
W www.powelldobsonurbanists.com

Charterhouse
Links Business Park
St Mellons
Cardiff CF3 0LT

No. 10, J Shed
Kings Road,
Swansea SA1 8PL

LONDON

Sherwood House
Forest Road, Kew
London TW9 3YB

BRISTOL

10 Queen Square
Bristol BS1 4NT

OUR ETHOS

OUR MISSION

OUR APPROACH

We want to create enduring new
places and help to make existing
places work better. We believe that
our collaborative approach, which is
rooted in creativity, innovation and
empowered individuals, is the means
by which we will achieve this.

The times we are operating in present
us with complex global, national and
local pressures. We believe, with great
conviction, that we can make a telling
contribution in helping to overcome the
challenges that face our economies,
communities and environment.

Our approach is based on integration and
collaboration. We take time to understand
our clients’ needs, aims and budget. All
of our clients benefit from the combined
expertise of our staff and a way of working
which is based on understanding,
considering, analysing and responding to
client feedback.
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QUARTET DESIGN
The Exchange,
Lillingstone Dayrell
MK18 5AP
T	 01280 860500
C	 David Newman
E	 quartet@qdl.co.uk
W www.qdl.co.uk

Manchester

11 Burton Place,
Manchester M15 4PT

Established as a registered practice in 1987
and with offices near Milton Keynes and in
central Manchester, Quartet Design provides
a full range of urban design and landscape
architecture services to the publicand
private sectors around the UK. With over
20 years’ experience, Quartet Design is an
established and highly-respected landscape
architecture practice, registered with the
Landscape Institute.
Quartet Design aspires to create places
and spaces where people want to live, work
and visit, combining our experience, vision,
resources and multi-disciplinary skills to
take on any size project.
We can provide a range of services
appropriate to any scheme, including;
Urban design
Masterplanning
Urban regeneration
Environmental planning
Green infrastructure strategies

•
•
•
•
•

practices

Milton Keynes

1

•
•
•
•
•

Housing
Sustainable urban drainage systems
Commercial and mixed use
developments
Healthcare
Parks and recreation.

Quartet Design has an extensive portfolio
of public, private and commercial clients
and the practice has grown and developed
to become a main competitor amongst
the top landscape architecture practices
in the UK, managing multi-million pound
schemes whilst ensuring a personal service
throughout.
We have a very experienced design
team supported by skilled landscape site
managers who can manage all aspects
of a project; contract implementation,
proposal schemes, working drawings,
tenders and site supervision. In addition,
we specialise in ecology and arboriculture,
strategic reports, design codes and
planning appeals.

2

3

4

1 Guildford Civic Centre
2 Central Milton Keynes
3 Nottingham University Portland
Building, Artist: Peter Hutton
4 The Hub, Central Milton Keynes
5 Berryfield master plan

5
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Saunders Partnership

Welwyn
Garden City

Bristol

Suite 401, Qc30
Queen Charlotte
Street, Bristol Bs1 4Hj
T	 01179 340 970

Studio Four
37 Broadwater Road
Welwyn Garden City
Hertfordshire Al7 3Ax
T	 01707 385 300
C	 Martin Williams
E	 urbandesign@saundersarchitects.com
W www.saundersarchitects.com

Manchester

5th Floor
The Exchange
New York Street
Manchester M1 4Hn
T	 0161 233 1010

Saunders Partnership provides the valued experience and in-depth
understanding that comes from 25 years of producing, managing
and developing large and small scale regeneration projects for an
extensive portfolio of clients, ranging from internationally known
private sector companies to local authorities and community
groups. Our comprehensive and dynamic urban design solutions
are delivered on time and on budget, with projects ranging from
£500,000 to £90 million throughout the UK.
With the wealth of design and development talent at our
disposal, we tailor our teams to each individual client and project,
with an emphasis on collaborative development. We listen and
are able to provide the full scope of fresh thinking and pragmatism
required to evolve a brief for successful future development. Our
three UK offices employ over 60 architectural staff, with an Urban
Design team who act as a catalyst to help to realise each client’s
design aspirations and requirements through simple and effective
methodology.
We address each project through detailed and direct analysis,
utilising the latest technologies to deliver sustainable sought-after
solutions and creative strategies. Our high quality projects within the
grain of towns and cities have repeatedly enhanced a sense of place,
through exemplar design and a carefully considered understanding
of urban development. Notable projects have included the
enhancement and regeneration of areas within inner cities such as
Birmingham, Liverpool and Sheffield and various town strategies
throughout Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire.
Current work includes the £20 million proposed redevelopment
of Brixham town centre, a bold yet entirely holistic design that
incorporates multi-scale mixed use retail development, high quality
town houses and apartments, within extensive improvements to
the public realm and close-knit character of Brixham’s lower town.
Saunders’ proposals to reinvigorate a void at the heart of the harbour
exemplify our commitment to innovative, striking urban design in
collaboration with communities across the country.
With an inherent ability to identify the opportunities open to our
clients, and a talent pool with the skills to fulfil them, Saunders is at
the forefront of leading edge urban design.

1

2

3

1 Brixham Town Centre Regeneration:
Dynamic Design and Sense of Place
2 Waltham Cross Olympic Route Analysis
3 Town Centre Redevelopment and Strategies:
Flitwick rail station master plan and ‘The Heart
of Hoddesdon’ for local authorities
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Savills

practices

Offices throughout the UK

Brunswick House, Brunswick Place
Southampton SO15 2AP
T	 0238 071 3900
C	Southampton	Peter Frankum
pfrankum@savills.com
	Cambridge
James Rennie
jrennie@savills.com
London 	Richard Walker
rwalker@savills.com
Oxford	Andrew Raven
araven@savills.com
W www.savills.co.uk/urbandesign
Recognised Practitioners Richard Walker, Ruth Bishop
Savills Urban Design is delivering masterplanning, landscape
architecture and heritage projects throughout the UK, Europe and
Asia. We pride ourselves on our approach to creating viable and
sustainable design solutions through our urban design consultancy
for private and public sector clients.

1

EXPERIENCE
Our award-winning urban design team has a balance of expertise
to ensure that all design aspects of development can be fully
appreciated; we include specialists in architecture, building
conservation, landscape architecture, design review and town
planning alongside property development advice.
Our challenge is to create places of lasting quality. Not only do
we understand that delivering good quality design adds value, but
working with our development colleagues we can maximise that
value too – maximum value from selective intervention.
We deal with institutional investors, local authorities,
developers, architects and agencies in relation to big projects. We
also deal with individuals and community groups about their own
homes and local environment. Across this spectrum we consider
the involvement of wide ranging interests to be the essence of the
success, ownership and design of good places.

2

SERVICES
Masterplanning, landscape architecture and public realm design,
design dialogue and community engagement, development
frameworks, architectural competitions, urban design advice,
design and access statements, design codes, design review, urban
design training, regeneration strategies and action plans.

3
1
2
3
4

East Cowes Waterfront
Berewood master plan, Havant
West of St. Petersburg, Russia
Kettering Market Place public realm (Image
courtesy of Image Machine Photography)

4
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sheppard robson
London • Manchester • Glasgow

77 Parkway, Camden Town
London NW1 7PU
T	 020 7504 1700
C	Charles Scott
E	 charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
W www.sheppardrobson.com

1

Aspiration and vision inform the masterplanning process. The
purpose of a master plan is to generate objectives, encapsulate ideas
and visually represent them.
A master plan allows us to shape the environment in which
we live and work. It requires the fusion of social, environmental,
political, economic and functional considerations. Sheppard
Robson’s experience, expertise and philosophy place the practice
at the forefront in the provision of urban design and masterplanning
services.
We seek out projects which enable us to actively engage in a
process which involves imagination and rigorous critique; we have no
formulaic responses, but look for a unique approach to each of these
projects. We embrace our diversity and we will work with people who
excite and interest us.
Sheppard Robson is a multi-sector design-led practice with
expertise across all architectural disciplines, building and land uses,
typologies and scales. In dealing with complex master plans we can
draw upon cross-sector knowledge to ensure deliverability, precision
and richness. We are approved consultants for a number of private
and public institutions including the Homes and Communities
Agency.
From the intimate scale of terraced housing design in south
London to a new airport city project in central Nigeria, our hands-on
and integrated approach includes current masterplanning projects
such as:
Fitzroy Place – A central London mixed use residential, office and
retail development around a new central square
Uxbridge, London – a new district of the town on a former 45 ha
RAF site, 1350 new homes and a wonderful new park
Barts Square – a high quality mixed use quarter in the creative
heart of the City of London enhancing the existing community
The new buildings in the scheme will work with and complement
the existing buildings to create an area of character and depth.
Goscote, Walsall, Midlands – community focussed renewal,
regeneration and new housing in a master plan framework
supported by a design code
Barking Riverside, London – The design and implementation
of the first phases of this major new development from
masterplanning concept to detail construction design
Minna Airport City, Niger state, Nigeria – an airport, its
international trading hub, the supporting employment, the new
residential areas and more; the strategic design of a new city.

•
•
•

2

3

•
•
•
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4
1
2
3
4

New homes at Barking Riverside
Barts Square master plan
New central public realm at Fitzroy Place
Master plan for the former RAF Uxbridge site

studio | REAL
practices

Oxford

Oxford Centre for Innovation, New Road
Oxford OX1 1BY
T	 01865 261 461
C 	Roger Evans
E	 design@studioreal.co.uk
W www.studioreal.co.uk

1

2

studio | REAL are architects and urban planners who focus on urban
design at a range of scales from spatial planning (Growing Towns)
to masterplanning (New Neighbourhoods), town centres (Smart
Towns) and the public realm (Street Life).
Our projects are driven by a passion for urban form and a
commitment to delivery. We have a clear ethos which ensures that
each project we undertake:
has social value
is environmentally responsible
is commercially aware
has design integrity.

•
•
•
•

As well as producing physical plans and strategies, we can also
advise on delivery and engagement. We are committed to advancing
urban design through research, guidance and training, and continue
to evolve innovative techniques for looking at urban form. We have a
collaborative approach and regularly work with other designers and
planners on complex projects either in a supporting or lead role.

3

4
1 Urban Design Compendium,
Delivering Quality Places
2 The Chase, Newhall, Harlow
3 Community engagement event
4 Oxford West End urban analysis
5 Physical model of Moat Lane, Towcester

5

Urban Design Directory 2013-15 — 43

practices

Terence O’Rourke
London

3 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA
T	 020 3664 6755
C	 Darren Shorter
E	 enquiries@torltd.co.uk
W www.torltd.co.uk

Bournemouth

Everdene House
Deansleigh Road
Bournemouth BH7 7DU

1

Good urban design is the art of making
successful places in which to live, work and
relax using the network of streets, squares
and spaces that forms the framework of
our towns and cities. Terence O’Rourke
aims to add lasting value for both the
investor and the community, through
urban regeneration that is responsive to a
particular place and context.
Established in 1985, we have an awardwinning track record delivering a wide
variety of schemes in the public and private
sectors. This includes research and urban
capacity assessments, development briefs,
master plans, town centre strategies and
design codes. Our clients benefit from
an integrated approach to their projects,

drawing on our in-house expertise in
planning, design and environmental
consultancy.
We believe that the collective
knowledge and experience of local people
is an invaluable resource, and by investing
in community engagement support can be
realised, easing the progress of planning
applications. Our expertise in this area was
recognised in the 2008 European Urban &
Regional Planning Awards, where we were
joint winners of the Public Participation
in Planning category for our work on the
Stonebridge Estate, London.
At Terence O’Rourke we combine
innovative ideas with a realistic
understanding of the change that can be

delivered over different timescales. We
create deliverable development proposals
that respond to the local economy,
government guidance, best practice and an
area’s long-term needs.

Our work includes
Master plans • Town centre strategies • Major
regeneration schemes • Visioning • Design
codes • Design statements • Development
frameworks and briefs • Stakeholder and
community engagement • Sustainability
appraisals • Conservation area appraisals
• Heritage statements • Environmental
enhancement schemes • Major mixed use,
residential and retail schemes.

1 The Grand Garden Walk,
Bournemouth LABV
2 Royal Pier, Southampton
3 Built form options, Lansdowne,
Bournemouth
4 Northstowe new settlement
framework, Cambridgeshire
3

2

44 — Urban Design Directory 2013-15

4

Tetlow King Limited
practices

Romsey

Building 300, The Grange, Romsey Road
Michelmersh, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0AE
Tel 01794 517333
01794 367703
C	 Gary Rider
E	 gary.r@tetlowking.co.uk
W www.tetlowking.co.uk
Recognised Practitioners Gary Rider, Tim Brandt
1

Tetlow King has extensive experience
in urban design and masterplanning,
particularly on challenging and sensitive
sites for residential, residential care and
mixed-use low carbon communities. We are
committed to promoting good sustainable
design through problem solving, and a
practical solution based approach. We
put particular emphasis on place-making,
through collaborative design with a clear
vision that we champion throughout every
project.

planning and construction stages. It is
our in-depth knowledge of each stage
of the design and construction process
that ensures our designs are properly
implementable, commercially attractive
and of high quality. Our approach is
strengthened by our sustainability expertise
and in-house team of Code for Sustainable
Homes, SAP and BREEAM assessors who
help to ensure integration of sustainable
principles early in the design process to
create low carbon communities.

PROFILE

URBAN DESIGN ADVISORS

Established over 30 years ago, Tetlow
King has a reputation for delivering on
the most challenging of projects. The
practice has consistently been recognised
with numerous awards for its high quality
approach to design. Our work has received
recognition from CABE in the National
Housing Audit report (2007), which rated
the mixed use development at Shepton
Mallet highest in the South West region.
In 2010 the development at Fairfield Park
in Bedfordshire was awarded Building for
Life Gold Award status and is the largest
multi-developer scheme to be awarded this
accolade.

Tetlow King is regularly retained to provide
urban design advice to local planning
authorities and attend planning appeals
as expert witnesses. The practice also
continues to work with the Prince’s
Foundation and The Duchy of Cornwall
on delivering innovative high quality
communities.

APPROACH
Our approach is distinctive in that we are
experienced at delivering masterplanning
projects from inception through to detailed

2

Design Coding
Tetlow King has the expertise and specialist
knowledge to co-ordinate the assembly of
design codes. The pioneering work Tetlow
King has undertaken in the field of design
coding has been recognised by CABE and
the Department for Communities and Local
Government (DCLG), with the project at
Fairfield Park being selected as an exemplar
for the DCLG document Design Coding in
Practice – An Evaluation (2006).

3

4

1 Former Princess Margaret’s Hospital,
Swindon
2 Merton Rise, Basingstoke
3 Kingsgate master plan, Wiltshire
4 Fairfield Park, Bedfordshire
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Tibbalds Planning
and Urban Design
London

19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 3JB
T	 020 7089 2121
C	 Hilary Satchwell
E	 mail@tibbalds.co.uk
W www.tibbalds.co.uk
Recognised Practitioner Katja Stille

1

Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design is a well-established multidisciplinary practice. Our highly experienced team has developed
expertise in the crossovers between planning, architectural,
landscape and urban design during the past ten years. We are
creative, collaborative, and passionate about sustainable placemaking. Our approach is design-led, committed and commercially
realistic. We deliver visionary solutions that are supported by
realistic implementation strategies.
Our services include urban design, masterplanning, urban
regeneration, town planning, strategic and spatial planning,
landscape planning, stakeholder and public engagement, research
and training. Many of our projects involve a range of these services.
We work throughout the UK for public and private sector clients,
and have a track record of successful delivery and happy clients.

Recent projects include

•

Neighbourhood Development Plans: Working with local
communities to devise robust Neighbourhood Plans to guide the
future of their towns and villages. Projects include the Thame
Neighbourhood Plan and Winsford Neighbourhood Plan; both of
these Plans include significant housing allocations.

2

1 Westway Development
2 South Norfolk Place-Making Guide
3 Thame Neighbourhood Plan
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3

•

•
•
•
•

Characterisation: Working together with local authorities and
parish councils preparing character assessments for towns and
villages to develop specific, distinctive design guidance. For
example a Design Guide for South Norfolk, and providing an
evidence base information for Local Development Framework
documents.
Sustainable Urban Extensions / Village master plans: Designing
high quality new places that relate well to their context, and
working collaboratively to guide proposals through the planning
process to implementation, as at Enham, Hampshire.
Regeneration and Development Strategies: Leading multidisciplinary teams to regenerate urban areas, such as for the
London Borough of Camden at the Tybalds and Bourne estates
renewal and for the Westway Development Trust.
Strategic Urban Design / Design Guidance: Preparing urban
design guidance for Stoke-on-Trent and Newcastle-under-Lyme
to promote high quality design and set a strategic urban design
vision for the area as a whole.
Design Advice and Training: Training planning officers at
Southwark Council to improve their understanding of design
issues and increase their confidence in discussing design in the
planning process.

Townscape Solutions
practices

Smethwick

128 Park Road, Smethwick,
West Midlands B67 5HT
T	 0121 429 6111
C	 Kenny Brown
E	 kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
W www.townscapesolutions.co.uk

1

Townscape Solutions is a small yet highly experienced practice that
brings an individual personal touch to each project, providing the
following benefits:
Extensive experience of designing projects that achieve planning
permission
Individual design approach tailored to the context and client
Negotiating skills that ensure the design approach is understood
by all
Presentation skills that ensure the project is shown to its full
advantage.

•
•
•
•

EXPERTISE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Masterplans and site layouts
Design and access statements
Expert witness service at appeal
Design assessments
Design briefs and character appraisals
3D illustrations.

2

The practice works within a range of sectors for a wide range
of clients, including national house builders, local authorities,
landowners and developers, as well as providing an urban design
service working with other professionals such as architects and
planning consultants.

FROM VISION TO REALITY

3

From simple advice to large scale masterplanning, we deliver
excellence at every stage to ensure projects can ultimately get built.
We would invite potential clients to discuss specific requirements.
Unlocking difficult sites is a speciality and we are confident of adding
value to any project.

4
1+2	Frame Lane, Doseley,
Telford: master plan and part
of first phase as built
3+4	Sherwood Road, Hall Green,
Birmingham: master plan
and as built
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tp bennett
London

One America Street, London SE1 0NE
T	 020 7208 2416
C	Peter Davis
E	 peter.davis@tpbennett.com
W www.tpbennett.com

Good places enrich our lives. They raise the spirit, attract people
to live and work there, and visit again and again. They will be just
as attractive to future generations. Good urban design makes new
places that can offer all of this and has the power to offer hope and
lift confidence.
At tp bennett, we understand the potential of a place. Our design
philosophy is one of passion and optimism tempered by a long
history of delivering when it matters.
tp bennett is a multi-discipline practice of architects, planners
and urban designers that allows an open and democratic spirit
to flourish where sound design principles guide the generation of
concepts. Our team has been strengthened by our merger with
Engle, specialists in major urban regeneration projects and retail
design.

1

experience

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Town Centre Regeneration
Masterplans and Area Frameworks
Development Briefs
Feasibility Studies
Townscape Analysis
Public Realm Strategies
Design Advice
Public Consultation
Planning
Architecture
3D Visualisation

Design, Collaboration and Excellence
We believe in a design-led approach where the concept is robust,
legible, sustainable and realistic, so that it is successful at strategic
design stage and still evident at completion.
We pride ourselves on the fact that many of our clients work with
us on project after project. This demonstrates not only that we can
deliver to a brief, on time and to a budget, but also that working with
us can be inspiring and fun.

2

3

1 Winning entry for the British Council of Offices
‘Workplace of the Future’ competition
2 Appreciating the wider setting – village master
plan in Hertfordshire
3 Creating new places – award winning
Heartlands High School, London
4 Designing in context – model study for a new
building in the countryside
4
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Turley Associates

practices

Belfast • Birmingham • Bristol • Cardiff • Edinburgh •
Glasgow • Leeds • London • Manchester • Southampton

25 Savile Row, London W1S 2ES
T	 020 7851 4010
C	 Katy Neaves
E	 kneaves@turleyassociates.co.uk
W www.turleyassociates.co.uk

Recognised Practitioners Justine Daly, Katy Neaves,
Julie Ross, Jonathan Vernon-Smith
1

Through our ten offices we have extensive
national knowledge and expertise across
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and
Wales. We collaborate with a wide network
to address and adapt to the constantly
evolving landscape of today’s planning
and environmental design issues such as
renewable energies, localism, the National
Planning Policy Framework, global warming,
population increases and food shortages.
Our integrated planning, urban design,
heritage and sustainability offer enables
us to understand and realise the inherent
patterns and textures of a place in both
physical and cultural terms. We design
for longevity ensuring that projects have
a robust framework which can adapt to
changing economic climates and attain real
long-term solutions.

1
2
3
4

2

We strive to realise local
distinctiveness and character, the
inspiration and understanding of which
exists in local patterns and relationships.
Through a thorough understanding of the
site and context, people and community,
distinctive quality designs appropriate
to place can be delivered efficiently, to
benefit our clients and the community.
This allows us to achieve a truly
sustainable solution to place-making built
on core principles that provide added
value for all involved. Importantly we
recognise that good design is not just
about compliance with guidance, rules or
regulations. It is about people, and about
places that are rich in experience, places
that are steeped in stories and places
where people want to be.

To us urban design is at the heart of
delivering quality places that impact on
all aspects of our lives and the way we live.
Conversely we realise that rapidly changing
technologies and cultural paradigms
impact on place and as such we constantly
challenge our way of working, our skills
base and the way that we communicate. Not
only do we strive to create places that have
social, environmental and economic value,
but sustainable places that are relevant to
people now, and adaptable to be relevant
for those in the future.

3

4

Pardys Hill, Corfe Mullen
Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire
Monkton Heathfield, Taunton
Hetton Le Hole, Sunderland

SERVICES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visioning
Feasibility and capacity studies
Character assessments
Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessments
Development briefs
Development frameworks
Masterplanning
Design coding and guidelines
Design and access statements
Public realm strategies
Visualisations.
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Urban Initiatives Studio
London

36-40 York Way, London N1 9AB
T	 020 7843 3155
C	 Hugo Nowell
E	 h.nowell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk
W www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk

1

We help public and private sector organisations to realise their
development objectives in complex urban environments. We are
a design studio specialising in the design and planning of urban
change and development. We are a group of highly experienced
professionals combining expertise in urban design, architecture,
planning, landscape design, transport planning and urban research.
We understand how towns and cities work, and know how to design
successful places that are enjoyed by the community. We also know
how to manage the process of urban change.
We work collaboratively with clients, other urban professionals
and the community in a consensus-driven approach, to ensure
quality outcomes. Our approach is innovative and challenging: we
see the bigger picture, think long-term and always add value to our
client’s projects.
In the last few years we have been developing a number of
initiatives that aim to address the changing times within which we
are practicing:
The Popular Home Initiative – a research-based project, that
explores new ways to deliver housing to meet the ever-increasing
need;
The Urban Pioneers Programme – a delivery-focused initiative
that encourages regeneration through a multiplicity of players,
promotes custom build and incentivises urban pioneers;
The Public Protocol – a collection of consultation techniques
that ensure that engagement is collaborative and fun. This
includes our award-winning neighbourhood game.

2

•
•
•

1 Middlehaven urban pioneers
2 Aylesbury Estate master plan
3 Playing a neighbourhood game in
Canada Water
4 The Royal Docks Free Ideas Zone
5 Proposals for Sweetwater prepared
based on the Popular Home Initiative

3

5

4
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urban innovations
practices

Belfast

Wellington Buildings
2 Wellington Street, Belfast BT1 6HT
T	 02890 435 060
C	Tony Stevens and Agnes Brown
E	 ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
W www.urbaninnovations.co.uk

Doctor Foster went to Gloucester in a
shower of rain.
He stepped in a puddle right up to his
middle and never went there again.
If people don’t like a place, they might never
go back, like the Doctor.
Urban design is all about the place, and
the spaces between the buildings. To enjoy
a place or space it should be fun, beautiful,
interesting, safe, exciting, worth exploring,
calm, frenetic, varied and homogeneous.
Good design should make the most of the
opportunities available and aim to be more
than the sum of the parts. It should respect
the elements that exist and make the most
of orientation, light, massing, sculpture,
scale, focal points and views. It should
provide significant linkages and connectivity
for pedestrians (and vehicles) and celebrate
the spaces between things as much as, if not
more than, the things themselves. It should
stimulate activity, delight and theatre.
Urban areas serve many functions.
They provide places for people to live, work
and play, walk, run, sit and meet people.
They reflect the history of a space and
can contribute positively to the future by
making sustainable places where people

can function, without the need to travel far
afield.
Urban Innovations enjoys exploring
the dynamics of urban design. We look for
creative, cunning and interesting solutions
which not only provide exciting spaces
for people to enjoy, but also maximise the
potential of the place so that developers
benefit as well. The company, established
in 2001, has the skills to take a broad
overview of the development process
from beginning to end. The company
has completed a number of high profile
commissions where the complexity of
the project has required lateral thinking
and a thorough understanding of urban
design principles. Our experience ranges
from large commercial and leisure mixed
use developments to inner city housing,
regeneration and the development of
brownfield sites, also for mixed uses.
We work for large private clients, local
authorities and community groups.
Our successes rely on our creative
flair mixed with pragmatic and extensive
experience of the complexities of
construction.
We are therefore equipped and keen to
avoid Doctor Foster’s puddles.

1

2

3

4

1 Zurich House mixed use development,
Portsmouth
2 Tunnels project for Market Development
Community Group
3 Quayside redevelopment, Belfast
4 Hotel and retail development, King’s
Waterfront, Liverpool
5 Gateshead at night
5
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URBED
Manchester

5th Floor, 10 Little Lever Street,
Manchester M1 1HR
T	 0161 200 5500
C	 John Sampson
E	 info@urbed.coop
W www.urbed.coop

LONDON

The Building Centre,
26 Store Street,
London WC1E 7BT

URBED is an award-winning design practice specialising in urban
design, sustainability, architecture and community engagement.
We work across the UK from our base in Manchester for public and
private clients. Our background is in urban regeneration, something
that remains close to our heart. However recent work has ranged
from outline planning applications for large commercial master
plans through to architectural installations for cultural agencies,
from regional energy strategies through to individual house retrofits.
This work is united by our core values of:
Urbanism: Our work is rooted in the principles of the urban
renaissance as set out by the Urban Task Force, with whom we
worked. We believe in the importance of creating and sustaining
lively, prosperous towns and cities by focusing new development
within existing settlements and creating attractive, mixed-use,
walkable and socially mixed urban neighbourhoods.
Community: URBED grew out of the redevelopment of Hulme
and the Homes for Change Housing Co-operative. Engagement
remains a core value of the office with most of our work includes
round-table workshops, Design for Change charettes or the
URBED Routemaster bus that is fitted out as a consultation
venue. Our project Homebaked was recently awarded the
Community Land Trust Award 2012 for Excellence in Community
Engagement.
Sustainability: Since 1996 we have been running the SUN
(Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood) Initiative, exploring how
the principles of environmental sustainability can be applied
to urban areas. This has combined research for organisations
such as Sustainable Housing Action Panel and the Association
of Greater Manchester Authorities with practical work for
developers seeking to incorporate sustainable technologies into
schemes. Recent awards include AJ Retrofit 3Rs Award 2011:
Highly commended in the Small Housing Category.
Design: URBED prides itself in combining these principles with
a strong design ethos. In recent years we have won a number of
high profile masterplanning design competitions against some of
the country’s leading architectural practices.

1

•

•

2

•

•

Most recently we were joint winners of the UDG Practice Award 2012
for Brentford Lock West.

3

1 Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood,
New Bolton Woods
2 Participative Design Event, 2Up 2Down
3 Icknield Port Loop, Birmingham, British
Waterways, Birmingham City Council, HCA
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URS

practices

London • Manchester • Edinburgh •
Belfast • Basingstoke • Plymouth

6-8 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1PL
T	 020 7798 5137
C	 Ben Castell
E	 ben.castell@urs.com
W www.ursglobal.com

The urban design team at URS focuses on providing innovative,
robust design solutions, which meet client needs and respond to site
context.
We have been at the forefront of developing best practice policy
and design approaches for over 20 years, blending strategic thinking
with an in-depth understanding of delivery. Seeing the bigger
picture enables us to challenge preconceptions and shape design
proposals and strategies that are both progressive and deliverable.
Understanding what makes places work helps us to develop policy
frameworks that enable the delivery of successful and sustainable
communities.
We turn the principles into practice, undertaking master
planning commissions in a range of contexts across the UK and
internationally. We have a particularly strong track record in:
creating new residential communities in urban extensions and
new settlements;
neighbourhood planning and working with communities to
regenerate and improve the quality of where they live;
developing regeneration strategies for town and district centres;
master planning new and improved industrial and business
districts;
producing design guidance; and
assessing the design impacts of major development, including
infrastructure.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Working with the private and public sectors, our context-driven but
visionary approach to master planning has resulted in a legacy of
thoughtful and creative plans which have stood the test of time.
Our portfolio of UK projects currently includes master plans for
new communities following Garden City principles, an R&D/office
campus for a blue-chip company and town centres in Northern
Ireland. We are also working to support the production of a number
of neighbourhood plans and are key players in the revival of interest
in garden cities and suburbs.
URS offers the whole package: our urban designers are
supported by the resources expected of one of the largest global
design and engineering consultancies, including specialists in
community engagement, socio-economic analysis, funding and
delivery, landscape architecture, town planning, transport,
infrastructure and architecture.

1

2

3

4

1	
Enniskillen Town Centre master plan
2-4	
Defining Garden City principles for the
21st Century, taken from ‘Garden Towns,
Villages and Suburbs: a prospectus for
Warwick District Council’
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WEI YANG + PARTNERS
London

Berkeley Square House, Berkeley Square
London W1J 6BD
T	 020 3086 7658
C	 Wei Yang
E	 info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk
W www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
1

Wei Yang & Partners Ltd. is an independent urban design and
master planning company driven by a commitment to shape more
sustainable and livable cities.
We put CREATIVITY at the heart of our service and cultivate a
DESIGN EXCELLENCE CULTURE in the practice. Our innovative team
approaches each project as a creative and fresh new opportunity for
the client and for the community. We work closely with our clients to
achieve their development and commercial goals and, at the same
time, create special places that last for generations.
We make connections between different cultures and different
disciplines, and our integrated master plans connect the past,
present, and future. It is our vision to engage enlightened clients
and communities in making decisions which optimise economic
growth, encourage social integration and deliver high environmental
standards, in order to create places that last for generations through
design excellence.

Visioning
We have the ability to see the big picture and think beyond
boundaries. We can define opportunities, reconcile conflicting
interests and build collaborative visions for enlightened clients and
communities.
1 Lixian Conceptual master plan
2 East London Tech City Visionary
master plan

2
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Master planning
Through innovative collaborations with international multidisciplinary partners, we deliver integrated master planning
solutions to low carbon sustainable communities. We provide
commercially viable solutions by creating unique identities of the
place.

Investment
We provide advice to visionary international investors by helping
them identify strategic investment opportunities.

Implementation
We prepare detailed implementation strategies and design briefs for
large scale master plans which illustrate our client’s vision.

Training
We champion design excellence and promote the best master
planning practices through our innovative master planning work and
training programmes.

Cardiff

5th Floor, Longcross Court,
47 Newport Road, Cardiff CF24 0AD
T	 029 2082 9200
C	 Jonathan Vining
E	 jonathan.vining@wyg.com
W www.wyg.com
Recognised Practitioner Jonathan Vining

WYG provides creative urban design and master-planning services
with a contextual approach to place-making and a concern for
environmental, social and economic sustainability.
Our initial approach is to understand the ‘place’ because issues
such as site topography, urban form, building character, climate
and adjacent uses, which all contribute to local distinctiveness,
are essential to understand when identifying the main constraints
and opportunities to development. We have a broad experience in
urban design and masterplanning ranging from strategic visioning
to detailed design strategies and guidance. Our work includes
undertaking feasibility studies, preparing detailed urban design
appraisals, developing frameworks and strategies, preparing
development briefs, facilitating public and stakeholder consultation,
setting design guidance and codes for key areas, through to
establishing action plans and project implementation.
Our passion and aim is to design and promote successful,
sustainable places that are appealing, relate well to their physical
context and respond to the needs of client and the users.
Our thinking is guided by four principles:
Creativity: to provide imaginative thinking that delivers
contemporary and contextual design solutions, while learning
from the lessons of the past so as not to fail future generations
Quality: to create lasting urban environments that add value to
people’s lives
Engagement: to recognise and integrate the aspirations of
public, private and community interests in a collaborative and
balanced approach
Sustainability: to embed the aims of social, economic, physical
and cultural responsiveness into the heart of the urban design
agenda.

Belfast
Michael Graham
Bristol
David Lowin
Edinburgh
Gordon Lewis
Leeds
Nolan Tucker
London
Mary Davidson
Manchester
Keith Nutter
Milton Keynes David Alderson
Southampton Martin Hawthorne
Wellington	Simon Collier

planning.belfast@wyg.com
planning.bristol@wyg.com
planning.edinburgh@wyg.com
planning.leeds@wyg.com
planning.london@wyg.com
planning.manchester@wyg.com
planning.miltonkeynes@wyg.com
planning.southampton@wyg.com
planning.wellington@wyg.com

1

•
•
•
•

2

We provide a comprehensive range of urban design services from all
of our WYG Planning & Environment offices.

1 Low/zero-carbon employment site, south
Wales
2 Conservation area appraisal: St Fagans,
Cardiff aerial perspective
3 Character areas for town design statement,
Frome, Somerset
3
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WYG Planning & ENVIRONMENT

practices

OTHER UDG Practice MEMBERS

The following practices are also
members of the Urban Design Group,
and provide a service to potential
clients when they are looking for
specialist urban design advice. A
fuller description of these practices
and their specialisms is available
in each copy of the Urban Design
Group’s quarterly journal Urban
Design, and on the UDG website www.
udg.org.uk. Many have additional
offices and work both in the UK and
internationally.
ADAM Architecture
Old Hyde House, 75 Hyde Street
Winchester SO23 7DW
www.adamarchitecture.com
AECOM Plc
MidCity Place
71 High Holborn
London WC1V 6QS	
www.aecom.com
Albonico Sack Metacity
Architects & Urban
Designers
56 Gwigwi Mrwebi Street,
Market Theatre Precinct
Newtown, Johannesburg
South Africa
www.asmarch.com
Allen Pyke Associates
The Factory, 2 Acre Road
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF
www.allenpyke.co.uk
AREA
Grange, Linlithgow
West Lothian EH49 7RH
www.area.uk.com
Arnold Linden,
Chartered Architect
54 Upper Montagu Street
London W1H 1FP
Assael Architecture
Studio 13, 50 Carnwath Road
London SW6 3FG
www.assael.co.uk

Barton Willmore
Partnership
Beansheaf Farmhouse
Bourne Close, Calcot
Reading, Berks RG31 7BW
www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
The Bell Cornwell
Partnership
Oakview House, Station Road
Hook, Hampshire RG27 9TP
www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Bidwells
Bidwell House, Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD
www.bidwells.co.uk
Broadway Malyan
3 Weybridge Business Park
Addlestone Road, Weybridge
Surrey KT15 2BW
www.broadwaymalyan.com
Brock Carmichael
Architects
19 Old Hall Street
Liverpool L3 9JQ
www.brockcarmichael.co.uk
Building Design
Partnership
16 Brewhouse Yard,
Clerkenwell, London EC1V 4LJ
www.bdp.co.uk
Capita Symonds Ltd
(incorporating Andrew
Martin Associates)
Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3PJ
www.capitasymonds.co.uk
Chapman Taylor LLP
32 Queensway
London W2 3RX
www.chapmantaylor.com
Chris Blandford
Associates
1 Swan Court, 9 Tanner Street
London SE1 3LE
www.cba.uk.net
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CITY ID
23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5AN
www.cityid.co.uk
Clarke Klein & Chaudhuri
Architects
63-71 Collier Street
London N1 9BE
www.ckcarchitects.com
CONROY CROWE KELLY
ARCHITECTS & URBAN
DESIGNERS
65 Merrion Square
Dublin 2, Ireland
www.cck.ie
CONSTRUKT ARCHITECTS LTD
17 Graham Street
Auckland City, New Zealand
www.construkt.co.nz
David Huskisson Associates
17 Upper Grosvenor Road
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2DU
www.dha-landscape.co.uk
DHA Planning
& Urban Design
Eclipse House, Eclipse Park,
Sittingbourne Road
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN
www.dhaplanning.co.uk
DLP Consulting Group
8 Goldington Road, Bedford MK40 3NF
www.dlpconsultants.co.uk
DPDS Consulting Group
Old Bank House, 5 Devizes Road
Old Town. Swindon, Wilts SN1 4BJ
www.dpds.co.uk
FaulknerBrowns
Dobson House, Northumbrian Way
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 0QW
www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
Fletcher Priest Architects
Middlesex House
34/42 Cleveland Street
London W1T 4JE
www.fletcherpriest.com

PCR Environment
& Design Ltd
Lockington Hall, Lockington
Derby DE74 2RH
www.fpcr.co.uk
Framework Architecture
and Urban Design
3 Marine Studios,
Burton Lane, Burton Waters
Lincoln LN1 2WN
www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
GM Design Associates Ltd
22 Lodge Road, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry BT52 1NB
Northern Ireland
www.g-m-design.com
Halcrow Group Ltd
Elms House, 43 Brook Green
Hammersmith, London W6 7EF
www.halcrow.com
Hankinson Duckett
Associates
The Stables, Howberry Park,
Benson Lane, Wallingford
Oxfordshire OX10 8BA
www.hda-enviro.co.uk
Hawkins\Brown
60 Bastwick Street
London EC1V 3TN
www.hawkinsbrown.co.uk
Hyland Edgar Driver
One Wessex Way, Colden Common
Winchester, Hants SO21 1WG
www.heduk.com
Jacobs UK Ltd
Tower Bridge Court
224-226 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 2UP
www.jacobs.com
Jenny Exley Associates
Butlers Quarters, The Mews,
Lewes Road, Danehill
East Sussex RH17 7HD
www.jennyexley.com

Kay Elliott
5-7 Meadfoot Road
Torquay, Devon TQ1 2JP
www.kayelliott.co.uk

Nicoll Russell Studios
111 King Street, Broughty Ferry
Dundee DD5 1EL
www.nrsarchitects.com
NJBA A + U
4 Molesworth Place
Dublin 2, Ireland
www.12publishers.com/njba.htm

Richard Coleman
Citydesigner
14 Lower Grosvenor Place
London SW1W 0EX
www.citydesigner.co.uk

Novell Tullett
The Old Mess Room
Home Farm
Barrow Gurney BS48 3RW
www.novelltullett.co.uk

Lathams
St Michael’s, Queen Street
Derby DE1 3SU
www.lathamarchitects.co.uk

Paul Davis & Partners
Mozart Terrace, 178 Ebury Street
London SW1W 8UP
www.pauldavisandpartners.com

Levitt Bernstein
Associates Ltd
1 Kingsland Passage
London E8 2BB
www.levittbernstein.co.uk

The Paul Hogarth Company
Unit 3 Potters Quay,
5 Ravenhill Road
Belfast BT6 8DN
www.paulhogarth.com

Liz Lake Associates
Western House, Chapel Hill
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8AG
www.lizlake.com

PD Lane Associates
1 Church Road, Greystones
County Wicklow, Ireland
www.pdlane.ie

Rummey Design Associates
South Park Studios, South Park
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1AN
www.rummey.co.uk

Philip Cave Associates
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EJ
www.philipcave.com

Scott Brownrigg Ltd
St Catherines Court
46-48 Portsmouth Road
Guildford GU2 4DU
www.scottbrownrigg.com

Malcolm Moor Urban
Design
27 Ock Mill Close
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1SP
www.moorud.com
Matrix Partnership
17 Bowling Green Lane,
London EC1R 0QB
www.matrixpartnership.co.uk
Melville Dunbar Associates
Studio 2, Griggs Business Centre
West Street
Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1NT
www.melvilledunbarassociates.com
Mouchel
209-215 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 8NL
www.mouchel.com
Nicholas Pearson
Associates
30 Brock Street
Bath BA1 2LN
www.npaconsult.co.uk

Pod
99 Galgate, Barnard Castle
Co Durham DL12 8ES
www.designbypod.co.uk
Pringle Brandon Drew
10 Bonhill Street
London EC2A 4QJ
www.pringlebrandonpw.com
Project Centre Ltd
Fourth Floor Westgate House
Westgate, London W5 1YY
www.projectcentre.co.uk
PRP Architects
10 Lindsey Street
London EC1A 9HP
www.prparchitects.co.uk
Randall Thorp
Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street
Manchester M1 5FW
www.randallthorp.co.uk
Random Greenway
Architects
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road
Caterham, Surrey CR3 6HY
www.randongreenwayarchitects.
co.uk

Spawforths
Junction 41 Business Court
East Ardsley
Leeds WF3 2AB
www.spawforth.co.uk

RICHARDS PARTINGTON
ARCHITECTS
Unit 1, 12 Orsman Road
London N1 5QJ
www.rparchitects.co.uk

Landscape Projects
31 Blackfriars Road, Salford
Manchester M3 7AQ
www.landscapeprojects.co.uk

LSI Architects LLP
The Old Drill Hall
23 A Cattle Market Street
Norwich NR1 3DY
www.lsiarchitects.co.uk

spacehub
Anchor Brewhouse, 50 Shad Thames
London SE1 2LY
www.spacehubdesign.com

Stuart Turner Associates
12 Ledbury, Great Linford
Milton Keynes MK14 5DS
www.studiost.co.uk

Richard Reid & Associates
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill
Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 6BS
www.richardreid.co.uk

IBI Taylor Young Urban
Design
Chadsworth House
Wilmslow Road
Handforth, Cheshire SK9 3HP
www.tayloryoung.co.uk

Roger Griffiths Associates
4 Regent Place, Rugby
Warwickshire CV21 2PN
www.rgalandscape.com
RPS
Bristol, Cambridge, London
Newark, Southampton & Swindon
www.rpsgroup.com

Terra Firma Consultancy
Cedar Court, 5 College Street
Petersfield GU31 4AE
www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Terry Farrell and Partners
7 Hatton Street
London NW8 8PL
www.terryfarrell.com
Tweed Nuttall Warburton
Chapel House, City Road
Chester CH1 3AE
www.tnw-architecture.co.uk

Scott Tallon Walker
Architects
19 Merrion Square
Dublin 2, Ireland
www.stwarchitects.com

Urban Design Futures
34/1 Henderson Row
Edinburgh EH3 5DN
www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Vincent and Gorbing Ltd
Sterling Court, Norton Road
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk

Shaffrey Associates
29 Lower Ormond Quay
Dublin 1, Ireland
www.shaffrey.ie

WestWaddy: ADP
The Malthouse,
60 East St. Helen Street
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 5EB
www.westwaddy-adp.co.uk

Sheils Flynn Ltd
Bank House High Street
Docking, Kings Lynn PE31 8NH
www.sheilsflynn.com
Shepheard Epstein Hunter
Phoenix Yard, 65 King’s Cross Road
London WC1X 9LW
www.seh.co.uk

White Consultants
Enterprise House,
127-129 Bute Street
Cardiff CF10 5LE
www.whiteconsultants.co.uk

Smeeden Foreman ltd
Somerset House
Low Moor Lane, Scotton
Knaresborough HG5 9JB
www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Soltys: Brewster Consulting
4 Stangate House,
Stanwell Road, Penarth
Vale of Glamorgan CF64 2AA
www.soltysbrewster.co.uk

Willmore Iles
Architects Ltd
267 Hotwell Road
Bristol BS8 4SF
www.willmoreiles.com
Yellow Book Ltd
39/2 Gardner’s Crescent
Edinburgh EH3 8DG
www.yellowbookltd.com
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JMP Consultants
8th Floor,
3 Harbour Exchange Square
London E14 9GE
www.jmp.co.uk

Featured UK Practices and Courses
NORTH EAST
NEWCASTLE

COLOUR URBAN DESIGN LIMITED
NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND PARTNERS
+PLUS URBAN DESIGN
✱ UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE UPON
TYNE

● MAJOR PRACTICES
✱ COURSES
✚ SMALL PRACTICES/ designers
this map shows the approximate
location, unless otherwise
indicated it shows major practices

YORKSHIRE & HUMER
LEEDS

GILLESPIES
NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND PARTNERS
PEGASUS GROUP
+PLUS URBAN DESIGN
Turley Associates
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
✱ LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY
SHEFFIELD

✱ UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD
SCOTLAND

EAST MIDLANDS

EDINBURGH

NOTTINGHAM

JOHN THOMPSON & PARTNERS
LUC
Turley Associates
URS
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
✱ UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

EAST OF ENGLAND

PEGASUS GROUP

CAMBRIDGE

LEICESTER

● NODE URBAN DESIGN
✚ North Urbanism
LINCOLN

GLASGOW

GLOBE CONSULTANTS LTD

AMEC
GILLESPIES
LUC
SHEPPARD ROBSON
Turley Associates
✱ UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE

●✱

ATKINS
DEFINE
NODE URBAN DESIGN
PEGASUS GROUP
Turley Associates
✚ Joe Holyoak Architect
and Urban Designer

Edinburgh

LEAMINGTON SPA

NORTH WEST

NORTHERN IRELAND

AMEC

SEDBERGH

BELFAST

SMETHWICK

GARSDALE DESIGN

Turley Associates
URBAN INNOVATIONS
URS
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT

TOWNSCAPE SOLUTIONS

●✱

LIVERPOOL

Newcastle

ALLIES AND MORRISON URBAN
PRACTITIONERS
WARRINGTON

●

Belfast

ATKINS
MACCLESFIELD

●

✚ *eScape Urbanists

Sedbergh

MANCHESTER

GILLESPIES
NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND
●✱
PARTNERS
Leeds
PEGASUS GROUP
Salford
+PLUS URBAN DESIGN
✱ ●
QUARTET DESIGN
●
✱ Sheffield
Manchester
Liverpool
SAUNDERS PARTNERSHIP
● ●
✚ Macclesfield
●
SHEPPARD ROBSON
Warrington Altrincham
Lincoln
Turley Associates
URBED
●
URS
Nottingham
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
Smethwick

SALFORD

●

✱ UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD
SOUTH WEST

ALTRINCHAM

BATH
BOURNEMOUTH

WALES

BRAUNTON

NATHANIEL LICHFIELD
AND PARTNERS
POWELL DOBSON
URBANISTS
Turley Associates
✱ CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

BRISTOL

LUC
PEGASUS GROUP
POWELL DOBSON URBANISTS
SAUNDERS PARTNERSHIP
Turley Associates
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
✱ UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST
OF ENGLAND

Cambridge

●

Welwyn Garden City

●

FERIA URBANISM
TERENCE O’ROURKE

✚ NEAT

Peterborough

●

Leamington Spa

PLANIT I.E. LTD

LAVIGNE LONSDALE

●

●✚

Leicester

●✚

Birmingham

Milton Keynes

CARDIFF

●

Cardiff

●✱

PLYMOUTH

LHC ARCHITECTURE & URBANISM
URS
POOLE

NEW MASTERPLANNING LTD
TRURO

LAVIGNE LONSDALE
WELLINGTON

WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
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Cirencester

● ✱ Bristol

Wokingham ●●
Bracknell
Basingstoke

Exeter

●

Truro

Plymouth

SAUNDERS PARTNERSHIP

LONDON
ALAN BAXTER
ALLIES AND MORRISON URBAN
PRACTITIONERS
AMEC
ATKINS
BURNS + NICE
COLOUR URBAN DESIGN LIMITED
DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS
GILLESPIES
HOK INTERNATIONAL
JOHN THOMPSON & PARTNERS
LUC
LDA Design
METROPOLIS PLANNING AND DESIGN
NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND PARTNERS
PAUL DREW DESIGN
PLANIT I.E. LTD
POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS ARCHITECTS
POWELL DOBSON URBANISTS
SAVILLS
SHEPPARD ROBSON
TERENCE O’ROURKE
TIBBALDS PLANNING AND URBAN DESIGN
TP BENNETT
TURLEY ASSOCIATES
URBAN INITIATIVES STUDIO
URBED
URS
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
WEI YANG + PARTNERS

✱
LONDON SOUTH BANK UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER

Southampton

Alive in Space
AR Urbanism
Berntsen Consulting
Roberto Canto
Holistic City
Philip Cave Associates
Peter Fletcher
Placemake Urban Consultants
We Made That

Bournemouth

●●

Poole

●

London

●
●

Wellington

●

●✱✚

Romsey

●

✚

Braunton

WELWYN GARDEN CITY

✚

●

●

CIRENCESTER

LDA
LHC ARCHITECTURE & URBANISM

Chelmsford

Oxford

●

Bath

POWELL DOBSON
URBANISTS

EXETER

●✱✚

●✱✚
Swansea

SWANSEA

PEGASUS GROUP

●

✱ ANGLIA RUSKIN UNIVERSITY
✚ Barry Shaw Associates
LDA Design

BIRMINGHAM

Glasgow

CHELMSFORD

Peterborough

WEST MIDLANDS

●✱

PEGASUS GROUP
SAVILLS

SOUTH EAST
ROMSEY

MILTON KEYNES

TETLOW KING LIMITED

DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES
+PLUS URBAN DESIGN
QUARTET DESIGN
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT

SOUTHAMPTON

LHC ARCHITECTURE & URBANISM
SAVILLS
Turley Associates
WYG PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT
WOKINGHAM

BOYER PLANNING
BASINGSTOKE

URS
BRACKNELL

PEGASUS GROUP

OXFORD

GILLESPIES
JON ROWLAND URBAN DESIGN
LDA Design
SAVILLS
studio REAL
✱ OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY

✚
Built Form Resources
Graham Smith
Malcolm Moor Urban Design
Thomas Design (TDRC)

SMALLER PRACTICES
& DESIGNERS

SMALLER PRACTICES & DESIGNERS

The following Urban Design Group members
represent the growing body of smaller
practices, independent designers and specialists

The featured companies and individuals provide a cross-section of
skills, specialisms and urban design know-how to major corporate
clients and local authorities, as well as groups, in the UK and
overseas. These smaller practices have typically been established
by key individuals with extensive experience working in larger
consultancies, government bodies and universities, and are lead
consultants, sub-consultants to major design practices, specialist
urban design advisors to multi-disciplinary teams, or independently
commissioned by client groups.
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SMALLER PRACTICES
& DESIGNERS

Alive in Space Ltd

T 020 7486 2840
M 079 6645 5556
E anna.tennent@aliveinspace.com
W www.aliveinspace.com
Sustainable approach to masterplanning,
landscape and urban design. LEED AP®
accredited, we champion quality contextual
design for communities, local authorities and
landowners. Using brief writing and design
guidance we develop great places that work.

AR URBANISM

77 Chambord St, London E2 7NJ
T 020 7739 7750
C Amanda Reynolds
E amanda@ar-urbanism.com
W www.ar-urbanism.com
Masterplanning & urban design at large and
local scales. Regeneration & Neighbourhood
Planning. Wayfinding, streetscape & public
realm design. Expert witness & Building for
Life services.

Berntsen Consulting Ltd
115A Ebury Street
London SW1W 9QU
C Duncan Berntsen
M 07989 387474
E duncan@berntsen.co.uk

Interdisciplinary consultancy combining
urban innovation, technology, place/
economy design and management in a new
approach to development planning.

BUILT FORM RESOURCE LTD

Oxford Centre for Innovation, Oxford OX1 1BY
T 01865 261456 / 0780 190 9900
C Karl Kropf
E info@builtformresource.com
W www.builtformresource.com
Analysis, Design and Collaboration in
masterplanning, urban design, landscape
heritage, neighbourhood planning: design,
assessements, coding, guidance, design
review, advice to local authorities, research.

Working collaboratively with a network
of experienced specialists, we provide
focused, expert services to:
landowners and developers
community and neighbourhood groups
local authorities.
We use innovative practices to get the most
from your resources and the assets on your
site, in your neighbourhood, village, town or
region as a whole.
Please visit www.builtformresource.com

•
•
•

PABLO BULLAUDE

Planificación & Diseño Urbano
Pje. Juramento 163 – 1C, Bariloche (8400),
Patagonia, Argentina
T +54 294 4521871
E info@pablobullaude.com.ar
W www.pablobullaude.com.ar
Urban design, masterplanning, public
realm projects, urban development studies,
design codes, interdisciplinary approach
focused on sustainable design.
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ROBERTO CANTU

SMALLER PRACTICES
& DESIGNERS

8 St Stephen’s Crescent, Notting Hill,
London W2 5QT
T 07792266717
E robbie.urbandesigner@gmail.com
W www.urbandexigner.com
Urban design, masterplanning,
regeneration, site analysis, full architectural
service. Creative, sustainable & holistic
approach.

e*SCAPE Urbanists Ltd

The Studio, Hartsgrove Farm, Hollin Lane,
Sutton, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 0NN.
T 01260 2532O7
E hello@escape-urbanists.com
W www.escape-urbanists.com
Urban design, masterplanning, landscape
architecture, strategic land, community
engagement, branding and physical
regeneration. Creative, dynamic and
entrepreneurial approach to every project.

Peter Fletcher

22 Westfield Road, Croydon, CR0 3RH
T 020 8680 2641
C Peter Fletcher
E pfletcher@hotmail.com
Urban Designer, Croydon Council 2005-10
MSc Transport Planning (Leeds ITS) 2011
Part of TRACS network (UK & India) 2012
UD policy & development advice
Urban Design/ transport planning research

Holistic City Ltd

Davina House, 137-149 Goswell Road
London EC1V 7ET
T 020 3239 9425
C Chris Sharpe
E info@holisticcity.co.uk
W www.holisticcity.co.uk
Urban design and planning software,
customized software tools, web
applications, liveability analysis and other
technical services.

Joe Holyoak

Architect and urban designer
Studio 312, Zellig, The Custard Factory,
Gibb Street, Birmingham B9 4AA
T 0121 633 8918
E jh@joeholyoak.co.uk
W www.joeholyoak.co.uk
Neighbourhood planning, area
regeneration, masterplanning, public
space, architecture, historic building
renovation, urban design training.
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SMALLER PRACTICES
& DESIGNERS

MALCOLM MOOR
URBAN DESIGN

27 Ock Mill Close, Abingdon, Oxon , OX14 1SP
T 01235 550122
C Malcolm Moor
E malcolmmoor@aol.com
W www.moorud.com
Urban design and masterplanning, new
settlements, regeneration and public realm
studies. Design involvement with major
international infrastructure projects.

Michael McKeown

Urban planner and designer
PO Box 461, New Farm, Brisbane,
Queensland 4005, Australia
T +61 415 766 814
C Mike McKeown
E michael@mckeownplandesign.com.au
W www.mckeownplandesign.com.au
Urban design at all scales. Urban design
for local governments. Planning including
strategic plans and local plans.

NEAT

Architecture/Urban Design
1 Chapel Close, Braunton, Devon EX33 1EJ
T 01271 817220
C Juliet Bidgood
E julietbidgood@neatdesign.org
W www.neatdesign.org
Architecture, urban design and
communication services – expertise
in vision/brief development,
research and public engagement.

North | Urbanism Ltd

LCB Depot, 31 Rutland Street
Leicester LE1 1RE
T 07887 998509
C Damian Williams
E damian@northurbanism.co.uk
W www.northurbanism.co.uk
Urban Design | Masterplanning | Digital
Illustration. Promoting sustainable
development and generating the conditions
for good urbanism.

Philip Cave Associates

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T 020 7250 0077
C Philip Cave
E principal@philipcave.com
W www.philipcave.com
Landscape architects and urban designers
offering public realm and master-planning
with a passion to create places that inspire.
We make every project unique to create
identity.
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70 Milton Park, London N6 5PZ
C David Edwards
M 0780 595 2456
E dedwards@place-make.com
W www.place-make.com
Specialists in masterplanning, urban
design, architecture and landscape design
for a diverse range of development projects
within the UK and internationally.

barry shaw associates
56 Quentin Road, London SE13 5DF
T 0208 852 0063
M 0777 585 0896
C Barry Shaw
E barry.shawhome1@ntlworld.com

Barry Shaw Associates provide expert
advice in the fields of architecture,
urban design, planning and the historic
environment.

Graham Paul Smith:
Urban Design

5 Western Road, Grandpont, Oxford OX1 4LF
T 01865 725193
M 0779 626 3836
E gpsmith@brookes.ac.uk
W www.sharedstreets.co.uk (in development)
Urban design training, assessment, advice,
proposals, expert witness. Streets & Movement, study tours, layouts, parking, road
user behaviour, enabling ‘cycling for all’.

THOMAS DESIGN
REGENERATION &
CONSULTATION LTD

13 Wyndham Way, Oxford OX2 8DF
T 01865 514643/ 07870 257221
E louisethomas@tdrc.co.uk
W www.tdrc.co.uk
Imaginative urban design advice and
strategies, planning for economic
development, development feasibility,
research and training programmes.

We Made That LLP

30-32 Stamford Road, London, N1 4JL
T 020 7249 6336
C Holly Lewis
E studio@wemadethat.co.uk
W www.wemadethat.co.uk
Energetic architecture and design practice
working in the fields of public realm,
engagement, urbanism, landscape and
architecture. Clients include local authorities,
public and cultural organisations.
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PLACE MAKE LTD
Urban Consultants

OTHER URBAN DESIGN
RELATED COURSES

THE FOLLOWING UK UNIVERSITIES ALSO OFFER
POSTGRADUATE URBAN DESIGN RELATED COURSES

Brighton University

MA Architectural and Urban
Studies
www.arts.brighton.ac.uk
Dundee University

MSc Advanced Sustainable
Urban Design
www.dundee.ac.uk
Kingston University

MA Sustainable Place Making
and Urban Design
www.kingston.ac.uk
Lincoln University

MA Urban Design
www.lincoln.ac.uk
Liverpool John
Moores University

London Metropolitan
University

Nottingham Trent
University

MA Spatial Planning and Urban
Design
MA Cities Design and Urban
Cultures
www.londonmet.ac.uk

PGCert Planning, Urban Design
and Sustainable Development
www.ntu.ac.uk

London School of
Economics

MA Urban Design
www.ucd.ie

MSc City Design and Social
Science
www.www2.lse.ac.uk
Manchester
Metropolitan
University and
the University of
Manchester

MA Architecture and Urbanism
www.msa.ac.uk

MA Architecture and Urban
Design
www.ljmu.ac.uk

Nottingham
University

Liverpool University

MArch Urban Design
www.nottingham.ac.uk

MA Civic Design
www.liv.ac.uk
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University College
Dublin

University of East
London

MA Urban Design
www.uel.ac.uk
University of Kent

MA Urban Design
www.kent.ac.uk
University of
Portsmouth

MA Urban Design
www.port.ac.uk

URBAN DESIGN EDUCATION
THE FOLLOWING A-Z INDEX OF UNIVERSITIES
SHOWS THE postgraduate COURSES IN
URBAN DESIGN AVAILABLE IN THE UK,
AND THE URBAN DESIGN GROUP’S LEADING
EDUCATION MEMBERS

66
68
70
72
74
76
78

courses

Anglia Ruskin University
Cardiff University
University of Edinburgh
Leeds Metropolitan University
London South Bank University
Newcastle University
Oxford Brookes University
University College London
The Bartlett Development Planning Unit
University College London
The Bartlett School of Planning
University of Salford	
University of Sheffield	
University of Strathclyde
University of Westminster
University of the West of England	

80
82
84
86
88
90
92
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ANGLIA RUSKIN University
Faculty of Science & Technology
Department of Engineering
& the Built Environment

courses

MSc in Urban Design
Professional Doctorate in the Built Environment
Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate
in Urban Design
This new course is based upon key
requirements of the ‘Recognised Practitioner
in Urban Design’ designation. It can be taken
full-time (1 year) or part-time (2 years).

Course Content
The content has further developed and
extended the previous Graduate Diploma
in Urban Design & Place Shaping. It is
mapped against ‘CapacityCheck’ criteria,
with 9 Modules (MSc) including; Site Studies
& Urban Design introducing an ability
to survey and analyse key elements of
townscape, as well as propose appropriate
interventions. A Cities & Cultural study
explores urbanism in its broadest context.
Sustainable Place Shaping explores the
social, spatial and sustainability aspects of
urban design and place shaping – and how
it may be implemented within the planning
system. A Major Project engages students
with a substantial piece of individual design
research or developing a key aspect of a
place-related project in greater depth.
Completion of 8 or 4 Modules (120 or 60
credits) leads to a Diploma or Certificate,
respectively. The course includes an
optional study visit to learn from a European
city (Berlin, 2010; Valencia 2011, Paris 2012,
Rome 2013).

Further information
Dr Dellé Odeleye, Course Leader,
Andrew Claiborne, Course Group Leader
Department of Engineering & the Built
Environment, Anglia Ruskin University,
Marconi Building, Bishop Hall Lane,
Chelmsford CM1 1SQ
T	 01245 683 3952 /01245 683 3962
E	 delle.odeleye@anglia.ac.uk
andrew.claiborne@anglia.ac.uk
W www.anglia.ac.uk/urbandesign
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1

Doctoral Research Degrees
Suitable applicants can undertake the
Professional Doctorate, the first such
built environment programme in the UK.
It enables senior professionals to use
their expertise and experience to carry
out ground-breaking research in their
field offering an innovative and flexible
alternative to a traditional PhD. Graduates
are entitled to place ‘Dr’ in front of their
name and ‘DProf’ after it. M.Res. /PhD
degrees by research are also available.

2

Current Research
The focus of our research activity is through
the Built Environment Research Group
(BERG). Our research effort is focused upon
four inter-related areas:
Sustainable Architecture & Building
Services
Sustainable Materials
Sustainable Communities e.g.
facilitating lifestyles, sustainable urban
design, community engagement
Infrastructure Design & Professional
Practice.

•
•
•

3

•

4

5

7

8

courses

6

1

Lord Ashcroft Building,
Chelmsford Campus
2
Valencia Study Visit 2010
3
Team Presentation by Ben
Ray, Sean Duggan, Sam
Gardiner & Joe Little, 2012
4-5 Chelmsford City Centre
proposed masterplan &
crosssections, James Bailey,
2010
6
Bishop’s Stortford outline
proposal, John Careford &
Catherine Hewitt, 2011
7
Wivenhoe Urban Design
proposal, Silke Gruner (UDG
Student Awards shortlist, 2011)
8
Student presenting 2012
9
Marconi site analysis, Anita
Pawlik, Angie Krebbs & Femi
Hinson-Yovo, 2011
10 Chelmsford town proposal 2011
James Beaumont, Rob Reeves
Alex Blackmore & James Lewis
11 Members of the public
view display of students’
urban design proposals for
‘Changing Chelmsford’, in High
Chelmer Shopping Mall, City
Centre, Jan-Mar. 2012 1
12 Laser-cut physical city centre
model by Adrian ConstantinAlexandrescu, Prince Henry
Ajene, Jason Fininis & Kamen
Ruskov, 2011

11

10

9

12
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Cardiff University
School of Planning and
Welsh School of Architecture

MA in Urban Design
Postgraduate Diploma in Urban Design
Postgraduate Certificate in Urban Design

courses

1

The course can only be taken on a full-time
basis and the duration is one year. This MA
is recognised by the Royal Town Planning
Institute.
Urban Design – the knowledge and skills
necessary to design and deliver better
urban places.
The MA in Urban Design is jointly run by the
Cardiff School of Planning and Geography
and the Welsh School of Architecture.
The course uses design practice, theory,
development and control practices to
inform design processes, and uses studio
teaching focused on local development
possibilities to develop creative, practical
and sustainable solutions to a range of
typical urban design problems.
The course seeks to produce students who can:
Think three-dimensionally and
creatively manipulate space at
the intermediate scale between
architecture and planning
Analyse the qualities of localities
and places, and respond to complex
and often contradictory community
aspirations

•
•

Further information
Marga Munar Bauzá, Course Director
Evelyn Osborne, Course Administrator
Cardiff University, Glamorgan Building,
King Edward VII Avenue, Cardiff, CF10 3WA
T	 029 2087 6131/ 5961
E	bauzamm@cardiff.ac.uk
osborneE1@cardiff.ac.uk
W www.cardiff.ac.uk/archi/
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•
•
•
•
•

Critically appraise development and
make suggestions for improvement, and
develop improved policy and control
practices
Conceptualise and draw development
proposals at the settlement,
neighbourhood and block scales
Be able to recognise and add quality in
all development situations
Test developments for their
sustainability, economic viability and
constituency
Understand how to approach
implementation through interprofessional and inter-agency
collaboration and consensus building.

The course is structured to provide a set of
six core modules, which are:
Urban Design Thinkers
Design Guidance and Control
Urban Design Foundation
Studio 1 & 2
Research Methods and Techniques.

•
•
•
•
•

Students then undertake the researchbased Design Project. As part of this
module, students will prepare a design
relating to a chosen site, demonstrating

2

an understanding of all aspects of urban
design through a set of drawings and
written commentary. Study visits are an
intrinsic part of this programme. At the
start of the study we take a 3 night trip to
a major UK city and at Easter we take a one
week trip to a major European city.

current research
Both the Cardiff School of Planning and
Geography (CSPG) and the Welsh School
of Architecture (WSA) have established
national and international reputations for
research. CSPG is a major international
centre for research in planning, human
geography and spatial policy. The WSA has
undertaken pioneering interdisciplinary
research in sustainability, health and
comfort in buildings and settlements,
alternative and renewable energy supplies,
regional and settlement modelling and
physical scale modelling. All postgraduate
students following the MAUD course have
access to the research groups in both
schools, particularly during the final
research-based design project.
For further information visit:
www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/research

3

5

6

7

8

9

courses

4

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Community participation led by students
Student’s presentation in field trip
Student presenting Design work
High density quality living
Trowbridge settlement
Trowbridge settlement
Redcliffe to Greencliffe, the convivial city.
Students’ group work
8 Historical Redcliffe, the convivial city.
Students’ group work
9 Redcliffe to Greencliffe, the convivial city
10 Live-work development, Research project

10
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University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh School of Architecture
& Landscape Architecture
and School of the Built Environment,
Heriot Watt UniversitY

courses

MSc Urban Strategies and Design

The MSc in Urban Strategies and Design is a new programme,
seeking to address the current need for inter-disciplinary
knowledge in urban issues, with specific reference to design.
Being specific and general, theoretical and practical, in its pursuit
towards formulating, initiating and following through urban
projects of diverse complexities, it responds to the different
processes and forces that operate on and in the built environment.
Jointly delivered by ESALA, University of Edinburgh, and School
of the built environment, Heriot-Watt University, the MSc builds
upon the expertise and knowledge developed in both institutions,
employing current researchers with international research
experience, links and interests, who deploy contemporary
pedagogies in its delivery.
Edinburgh offers a unique urban laboratory for the exploration
of current urban design issues in the North. Furthermore the City’s
historic ‘Geddesian’ planning, and contemporary international
links with urban focused institutions and bodies, particularly in
the Global South, provides a good platform from which to support
student-led, location-based dissertations. Urban research at
Heriot-Watt University covers a range of issues of relevance to
urban design including urban planning and regeneration, global
urban change, sustainability and carbon management, sustainable
transport, health and wellbeing in the built environment, water
conservation and drainage, energy use in buildings, eco-housing
and acoustics. At Edinburgh University, Urban Research is covered
across disciplines including Architecture, Geography, Area Studies
and Health. The new MSc offers students a unique opportunity to
learn from and engage with research being done in each institution,
due to the collaborative delivery of the degree.
The new MSc encourages the adoption of a comprehensive

Ola Uduku and Harry Smith
Co-Programme Leaders
C Dr Ola Uduku
E	 o.uduku@ed.ac.uk
T	 0131 651 5786
C Dr Harry Smith
E	 h.c.smith@hwu.ac.uk
T	 0131 451 4616

College of Humanities and
Social Science,
Postgraduate Office,
The University of Edinburgh,
David Hume Tower, George
Square, Edinburgh EH8 9JX
E	 hsspg@ed.ac.uk
T	 0131 650 4086
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approach towards the delivery of socially-sustainable urban
transformation, from local-specific to global-regional interventions.
There is a particular focus on how urban design approaches respond
to contemporary transformations, currently evidenced by forms of
urban restructuring in the Global North, in contrast to rapid urban
expansion in the Global South. Students are invited to study the wide
and diverse range of social, economic, and political processes that
determine the contemporary urban environment. They are also given
the opportunity to develop skills in selecting and using a range of
urban design-related strategies and ‘tools’ including physical design,
policy-making, institutional design and establishment of monitoring
frameworks, among others. This enables an engagement in urban
projects of diverse scales and specificities. Students will complete
the Urban Project as part of the MSc. This can take on a range of
responses, as best tailored to student interest and expertise. This
might be a design proposal, addressing spatial organisation and
urban morphology, the development of urban design-related
policies and guidance, or the proposal of institutional and
governance arrangements for the development and implementation
of an urban project.
With this multidisciplinary approach to knowledge, the MSc
advocates a tight relationship of theory and practice. The focus
being on providing students with an understanding of the range of
agencies, stakeholders, and actors affecting, and affected by, urban
design, and of the variety of scales at which such agencies operate.
It thus seeks to address the gap between architecturally-driven
urban design and higher level spatial planning- driven urban design,
bringing together a range of approaches that are currently being
developed within different professional and disciplinary practices,
ranging from engineering to human geography.

courses
1

2

1 Calton Hill
2 New Quartermile Mixed Residential/
Commercial Development on site of
old Edinburgh Royal Infirmary from
Meadows public park foreground.
3 Omni Centre Commercial Mixed
Commerical Office/Leisure
Development Edinburgh
3
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Leeds Metropolitan
University

SCHOOL OF ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

courses

MA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN URBAN DESIGN

The Urban Design course may be studied full or part-time and
full-time students take 12 months and part-time students two to
three years to complete their MA. (The postgraduate Certificate
and Diploma are completed over a shorter timescale). Part-time
students normally attend one day each week and individual
modules may be studied as CPD.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
This course is suitable for a wide variety of graduates (2:2 minimum)
or those with equivalent experience in urban design related
activities. Non-design based applicants have opportunities to
develop design skills whilst on the course.

Course Description
This well-established, design-based course is highly regarded
by employers, students and external examiners. It is actively
involved with urban design initiatives in the region, assisting local
communities and practitioners in live projects and competitions.
Our project-based modules integrate theory and practice relevant to
current and emerging workplace challenges. As a practical course,
we have developed a strong professional network which enriches
the student experience and assists graduates in finding rewarding
careers in the UK and overseas.
The course provides opportunities for interdisciplinary
collaboration and its flexibility enables students to customise
learning according to their needs, interests and career aspirations.
In this way they develop a design portfolio which demonstrates
enhanced personal skills and professional knowledge in analysing,
planning and designing urban environments.

Based in a new award-winning building in the heart of the city,
our multi-media studio provides a stimulating learning environment
for the projects. Here, students will be tutored by a multidisciplinary team of experienced tutors and practising professionals.
Lectures and specialist workshops are enriched by small group
seminars and one-to-one tutorials together with opportunities for UK
and overseas study visits.
The Urban Design course has awards to reflect the completion of
three, six or nine modules. These modules are:
Site Analysis Project: Theories & Practices – exploring key
urban design concepts and design-based methods of site
analysis
Place-Making Project: Design Challenges & Solutions –
exploring design concepts, development and resolution of a
complex urban design project
Sustainable Communities – examining interpretations and
dimensions of sustainability strategies
Negotiated Study – two modules are chosen to develop urban
design knowledge and skills relevant to individual interests and
needs
Reflective Practice – critically reflecting upon your experience
of urban design practice. We can help students to find urban
design work experience, and
Final Project (double module) and Research Methods – an
in-depth study develops personal interests and reflects career
aspirations.

•
•
•
•
•
•

CURRENT RESEARCH

•
Further Information
Edwin Knighton, Course Leader
Jean Horne, Course Administrator
Leeds Metropolitan University, Arts Building,
Broadcasting Place, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds LS2 9EN
T	 0113 812 3216
E	 e.knighton@leedsmet.ac.uk
j.horne@leedsmet.ac.uk
W www.courses.leedsmet.ac.uk/urbandesign_ma
www.leedsmet.ac.uk/aad
www.flickr.com/photos/leeds-met-landscape
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•

PhD Research
Bio-mimicry and Urban Design, developing a UK-wide
bio-mimicry network. Richard MacCowan, r.j.maccowan@
leedsmet.ac.uk
Libyan and Arabic Urban Design. r.benomran6359@student.
leedsmet.ac.uk

Consultancy Projects

•
•
•

Wakefield, Kirkgate – development brief for urban regeneration
Wakefield, Knottingley – masterplanning and community
consultation
MA work experience with Leeds City Council Urban Design Team
projects for the Aire Valley Enterprise Zone/ Eco-settlement.
Lindsay Smales, l.smales@leedsmet.ac.uk.

2

3

courses

1

6

4
7

5

9
1 Gillespies Urban Design Award for Fatima Al Hammadi’s
study of Hidd City, Bahrain
2 Urban Design Studio
3 Urban Design Studio Seminar
4 Masterplanning project, Salford, Nick Atherton
5 Market project for Port Harcourt, Nigeria, Chinelo
Enemuo

8
6 Analysis of building uses, Manchester, Ian Morton
7 Biomimicry and urban design, Canvey Island,
Essex, Richard MacCowan
8 Place-making project for Peckham, London, Laura
Jagota
9 East River Design Competition, New York, David
Hooley
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London South Bank
University

Department of Urban, Environment
and Leisure Studies

courses

MA in URBAN PLANNING DESIGN
Postgraduate certificate in URBAN PLANNING DESIGN
Postgraduate Diploma in URBAN PLANNING DESIGN

COURSE DURATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

MA – one year full-time or two years part-time (on one day
attendance per week); the PG Diploma requires six taught modules,
and the PG Certificate is three taught modules.

Background to Urban Design and Planning (3 x 20 credit modules):
Planning History and Theory*; Planning in London; EUFSV Design
field trip: Sustainable Places +. Project Work (3 x 20 credit modules):
Urban Design – The Heart of Planning (includes project)*; Urban
Design Project +; Everyday life – place as performance +. Research
(60 credits): Research methods and Design based dissertation.
*Applicants with RTPI Accredited degrees may seek

Our real subject is everyday life
One of several specialist postgraduate courses in Spatial Planning
at the Department of Urban, Environment and Leisure Studies, this
course offers students a perspective on urban design integrated
with planning. It suits built environment professions and overseas
students who want to study urban design in a wider context, or
planning graduates who want to refocus their skills.
The approach to urban design cultivated in this course
emphasises the continuing nature of planning responsibilities, and
the everyday use of places and spaces. Students appreciate the
open-ended and ‘blue sky’ thinking that we encourage. Teaching
takes place in a dedicated urban design studio close to staff offices,
where displays and exhibitions are held. The Department has a
dedicated specialist computer lab.
Graduates have worked in a range urban design posts in private
consultancy or public authorities – from advising a former soviet
republic on design issues to dealing with the complexities of urban
design and conservation in the UK.
This integration with planning, the development of a social
usage and creativity-based perspective, a long-running exchange
programme with Politecnico di Milano and developing links with
Eastern Europe – Faculty of Urbanism, Ion Mincu University,
Bucharest – make this a unique course. Overseas students are
encouraged to develop their dissertation project in a way that relates
to their homeland.

Further information
Bob Jarvis
Department of Urban, Environment
and Leisure Studies
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences
London South Bank University
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA
C Bob Jarvis
T 020 7815 7353
E	 jarvisb@lsbu.ac.uk
W www.lsbu.ac.uk/ahsuel
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APL/APEL exemptions for these modules.
+ The 3-module one semester PG Cert route.

COURSE SUMMARY
We see planning as a first social stage in the design process – where
wider and longer-term issues are focused on the area and the site in
a continuous process. Initial units cover the wider context and the
evolution of urban design ideas in planning.
Project work is on sites where there are current urban design
issues and we have links with the planning authority or a client.
Last year we worked with Urban Gravesham to rethink and rebrand
Gravesend, and the complex and rapidly changing area of Southwark
is on our doorstep. The field trip prepares students for work in
unfamiliar places, the issues of Sustainable Places in the shadows
of communism, and the ravages of turbo-capitalism. ‘Everyday life
– place as performance’ focuses on the soft city of people’s routines
and the sidewalk ballets (Jane Jacobs’ phrase) of life and is linked
to on-going research on the choreography of everyday life and its
application to planning.
The dissertation is a research-based urban design project but in
the context of bringing about change in the man-made world, and
design as a process of making dreams come true, and not exclusively
as physical, architectural projects. Dissertations have included
design guides and briefs and a series of utopian visions for Milan.

CURRENT RESEARCH

•
•
•
•

Contemporary Romanian Art as a commentary and critique of
the post-communist urban environment, funded by The British
Council
Place and performance, by Bob Jarvis
Constraint-driven innovation in the housing design process,
funded by the Weeks Centre at LSBU and linked to a previous
research funded by RICS Education Trust, by Manuela Madeddu
The role of public space in migrant livelihood strategies in urban
centres, and the ways that urban design provides answers to
expressions of territoriality, by Dr Antonia Noussia.

2

3

4

courses

1

5
1 Gravesend canal basin project, Toni
Walmsley
2 Truman’s Brewery - site plan, Charlotte
Gartshore
3 Trumans Brewery
4 trumans Brewery - Garden Plaza
Housing, Paul Hughes
5 Trumans project
6 Fitzrovia vision, Catherine Kedge

6
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Newcastle University

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING AND
LANDSCAPE

MA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN URBAN DESIGN

courses

The course duration is 12 months full-time or 24 months part-time,
and the course is also offered as a Diploma option full or part-time.
Newcastle University’s well-established Masters in Urban Design is
a truly multidisciplinary programme drawing on expertise from the
three disciplines represented in the School: architecture, planning
and landscape. This also reflects the educational backgrounds of
our student cohorts. The course aims to strike an important balance
between skills and techniques in contextual design, drawing upon an
in-depth understanding of the built environment, as well as theories
and methods in social sciences. This approach gives the urban
design programme a unique character among similar programmes
in the UK. The course is also characterised by strong links to both
public and private sector agencies in the North East region. Student
involvement in live projects including varied participatory activities
is strongly fostered throughout the year.
The programme is taught through a series of projects developing
skills, methods and techniques in urban design. Design modules
involve and make links between social theory and practice. Lecture
and seminar modules also support these projects with core
knowledge on classic and contemporary urban design issues. The
course bolsters a strong studio environment and skills sharing
through group work. It also prides itself on significant exposure and
inputs from a number of professionals from a variety of relevant
disciplines.
Our Urban Design blog has attracted huge worldwide
interest since its launch in 2010 and can be viewed here: www.
nclurbandesign.org.

Further Information
Georgia Giannopoulou
Degree Programme Director
School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape
Newcastle University
Claremont Tower, Claremont Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7RU
T	 0191 222 6006
0191 222 6004 Programme Support
E	 georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
W	www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/study/postgraduate/
taught/urbandesign
www.nclurbandesign.org/
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CURRENT RESEARCH
For more information on all of our research projects see www.ncl.
ac.uk/apl/research/projects/projects
European Proposal Support Fund: Urbanism in a Time of
Austerity, by Prof Mark Dorrian. Sept 2012 – Jan 2013, funded by
AHRC
Civic Associations and Urban Community – Local History,
Place-making and Activism in 20th Century Britain, by Prof John
Pendlebury. Feb – Oct 2012, funded by AHRC
Balance @ Home, by Dr Martyn Dade-Robertson. Apr 2009 – Mar
2013, funded by Commission of the European Communities
Planning, Urban Management and Heritage, by Dr I Thompson, Dr
S Speak, Prof A Madanipour, Ms R Gilroy, Prof T Townshend, Prof
J Pendlebury and Prof S Davoudi. Feb 2012 – Jan 2016, funded by
EU – FP7-PEOPLE-2011-IRSES. Partners: Groningen University,
The Italian National Research Council, Middle East Technical
University, Politecnico di Milano, Wuhan University, Peking
University, Xi’an University of Architecture and Technology
Exploring the relationship between prevalence of overweight and
obesity in 10-11 year olds and the outdoor physical environment,
by Prof Tim Townshend. Oct 2009 – Sep 2013, funded by NEPHO
and ESRC
Spatial Innovation, Planning, Design and User Involvement, by
Prof Geoff Vigar and Prof Ali Madanipour. Dec 2009 – 30 Nov
2013, funded by Flemish SBO-IWT.

•
•
•
•

•
•

2

4

courses

3

5

6

7
1 Final Crit on Urban Regeneration Project
2 Visioning event with stakeholders in
Gateshead
3 Urban Regeneration Master Plan, Gateshead
Cultural Quarter
4 3D Visualisation of redeveloped railway
arches, Gateshead Cultural Quarter
5 New and revitalised public space, Gateshead
Cultural Quarter
6 Co-housing scheme within large scale
residential master plan, Housing Alternatives
Project
7 Housing typologies and community uses,
Housing Alternatives Project
8 Cities and Culture Project: Christiania,
Copenhagen
8
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Oxford Brookes
University

The Joint Centre for Urban Design

courses

MA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN URBAN DESIGN

The Joint Centre for Urban Design (JCUD) is one of the best known
institutions in the world in this field, and its courses have always had
a high status.
Established in the early 1970s, it offered the first named
urban design course in Europe, and was contemporary with the
first courses in the United States. Today, along with the Masters
programme, we have the largest MPhil and PhD programme in the
UK. All of our programmes can be taken on either a full-time or a
part-time basis.
On average, the JCUD has up to 100 students enrolled at any
one time on its various modules, coming from a wide variety of
backgrounds and countries.

OBJECTIVES
All of our programmes are offered at postgraduate level, and are
designed for both prospective and practising urban designers,
so that they can broaden their perceptions, critically review their
role, learn new design and thinking skills relevant to the field, and
generally become more reflective practitioners.
The teaching focus is a very practical one. The course aims to
enable students to intervene in the production of the public realm
– from the masterplanning scale, to building detailing – through
a series of studio based projects, supported by workshops and
lectures on the theory of urban, landscape and architectural design.
Specifically, the course provides an in-depth introduction to
knowledge and skills in the following:
The history and role of urban design
The application of urban design principles in different cultural
and economic contexts

•
•

Further information
Dr Alan Reeve
Reader in Planning and Urban Design
MA Course Leader
The Joint Centre for Urban Design (JCUD)
Faculty of Technology, Environment and Design
Oxford Brookes University
Headington, Oxford OX3 0BP
T	 01865 483684
E	 arreeve@brookes.ac.uk
W	www.brookes.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/ud
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1

•
•
•
•

The creation of environmentally sustainable places
Place-making
The communication of urban design ideas
Research methods relevant to the needs of both academic work
and consultancy.

The 12 month full-time course (part-time pro-rata) is offered at
three levels: Certificate (one semester); Diploma (two semesters);
and Masters (two semesters + summer). The course is organised on
a module credit basis, with each 20M credit module representing
around 200 hours of student effort, including 36 hours of teaching
contact over each twelve week semester.
The Certificate stage focuses on basic concepts and design
principles, applied to a real site; the Diploma stage explores
a specific contemporary issue in urban design, again through
the medium of design for a real location; and the Masters stage
involves an individual dissertation – which can include a significant
proportion of design work – based on a topic determined by the
student, and tutored on a one-to-one basis.
In general, all of our graduates are highly employable, and the
vast majority continue to find work in design or planning practice,
consultancy or higher education. The forty year history of the
programme means that there is a very large network of graduates
across the globe, constantly adding value to the JCUD brand.

CURRENT RESEARCH
All teaching staff in the JCUD are actively engaged in research.
Recent clients have included the Heritage Lottery Fund – evaluating
the regeneration benefits of investment in conservation areas; and
ESRC funded research into energy efficiency at the urban scale.

courses

5

1

2

6

3
7

8

4

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Amsterdam field trip, Spring 2012
Oxford Railway Station redevelopment, bird’s eye view, Neil Frazer
Street perspective, Claire Hindle
West Oxford redevelopment plan, Mawgan Pengelly
Density testing model, Keil Nord
Street perspective, West Oxford Redevelopment, Andrew Hoare
Street view, Oxpens development, Oxford, Jonathan Tan
Oxpens redevelopment, exploded axonometric, Jonathan Tan
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University college
London

THE BARTLETT DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING UNIT

courses

Msc Building and urban design in Development

The MSc Building and Urban Design in Development (BUDD)
course aims to engage in a critical alternative process of design for
development in cities. As a consequence of emergent global, regional
and local processes, the planning of cities and the design of urban
spaces has led to fragmentation, while inequality and vulnerabilities
have increased.
Architects, urban designers and other professionals concerned
with the spatial expression of cities are trained mainly to cater to
the needs of a minority of the population. Rarely do they address
the constraints facing the urban poor within illegal and informal
settlements, in often unhealthy and deteriorating environmental
conditions. Elitist and compartmentalised education fails to equip
young professionals with an understanding of the neoliberal policies
that drive urban development, often marginalising their operational
capacity to that of style consultant, when they should be strategically
positioned at the forefront of the emerging urban era as facilitators of
socially-just urban transformations.
The course is structured so that 75% of the taught component
of the course is devoted to the key areas of urban (spatial and
institutional) analysis and participatory design processes, while 25%
is reserved for a specialist option chosen from those available in the
Development Planning Unit at The Bartlett.
The core modules provide the theoretical and methodological
components of the course, while the specialist module allows
students to examine different approaches and problems in
accordance with their own particular interests. The course involves

Further information
Dr Camillo Boano
The Bartlett Development Planning Unit
University College London
34 Tavistock Square
London WC1H 9EZ
T	 020 7670 1111
E	 c.boano@ucl.ac.uk
W http://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/dpu/
programmes/postgraduate/
msc-building-urban-design-in-development
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1

an international field trip (carried out in recent years in Istanbul,
Mumbai and Bangkok) as well as the BUDDcamp (a charrette/
workshop last held in Brescia, Italy) to allow students to put
into practice some of the tools, techniques and methodology
developed during the course. In addition to the taught and fieldwork
components, the course entails the preparation of an individual
dissertation during the summer months, on a topic developed by the
student.

CURRENT RESEARCH AND PROJECTS
In parallel to the course, the MSc BUDD staff is involved in various
internal research projects and proposals with partners:
Community Architecture and Social Housing Organisations, in
South East Asia
American Borderland Cities: Instant Urbanism along the PanAmerican Highway, in the Americas
Learning from Beirut, funded by the Bartlett Grand Challenges
Small Grant Scheme, and
(Re)Constructing the City: Integrating Urban Design into
Humanitarian Response, Haiti, funded by the RIBA.

•
•
•
•

The MSc BUDD also launched and manages the DPUsummerlab
workshop series which has held summer schools in Rome (2011,
2012) and Zurich (2012). More information, see www.bartlett.ucl.
ac.uk/dpu/programmes/summerlab.

2

4

courses

3

5
6

8

7

1 BUDD students in the Wolfson House studio space (2011)
2 BUDD students and local community during a participatory
mapping workshop (Bangkok field trip 2011)
3 Public vs Private Land use analysis at the Heygate Estate –
Elephant and Castle project (BU1 module students 2012)
4 Modular Urbanism – Housing and Community Facilities
through incremental development and adaptive reuse
(Francesco Pasta, BUDD 2011-12)
5 Models for Socio-spatial constructs – Interpretive responses
to Dharavi’s contested urbanism (BUDD students 2010-11),
6 ‘Redefining the Notion of Scaling Up in Dharavi’ – Collated
Strategies in Recognizing Uniqueness in Multiplicity for
alternative re-development (BUDD students, 2011-12)
7 ‘Multi-City’ – Individual Design Response for Dharavi,
Mumbai utilising elevated streets and flexible sidewalk
re-development (Diogo Martins, BUDD 2011-12)
8 Diagram illustrating time-based opportunities and design
principles for alternative redevelopment in Bangkok (BUDD
Bangkok field trip report 2012)
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University College
London

The Bartlett School of Planning

MSC in Urban Design and City Planning
Postgraduate Diploma in Urban Design and City Planning
Postgraduate Certificate in Urban Design and City Planning

courses

Course duration is 1 year full-time, 2 years part-time.
Urban design has reclaimed its place as a core focus of planning, real
estate and development, and so the context in which city planning is
studied has now shifted. This is a master’s programme with a unique
focus on the interface between urban design and city planning.
Students will gain a better understanding of this interface and
develop the ability to think in critical, creative and analytical ways
across the different scales of the city, from strategic to local, and
from urban design, planning, real estate to sustainability. The course
relates closely and builds upon the recognised long-term urban
design research specialisation of The Bartlett School of Planning.
The MSc Urban Design and City Planning is primarily aimed at
those with an initial training in planning, architecture or other allied
disciplines, who wish to complete or expand their professional
education whilst specialising in urban design, and exploring the
purpose and potential of this subject in greater depth.
The programme integrates the learning areas of:
1) City Planning, with a focus on spatial planning and strategic
plan-making (large-scale master planning):;
2) Integrative thinking with focus on place-making (neighbourhood
scale master planning and open space design) and critical
debates, offering students a deeper knowledge of forms,
practices and theories associated with urban design;
3) Delivering Quality, integrating the curricula of urban design and
real estate, and also urban design and sustainability; and, finally
4) Planning for Quality, focusing on understanding various types
of urban design products and the complexity of their delivery
processes, as well as the delivery of urban design tools for
guidance, incentive and control.

Further information
Dr. Filipa Wunderlich
Programme Director
The Bartlett School of Planning,
University College London
22 Gordon Street, London WC1H 0QB
T	 020 76794761
E	 f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk
W	www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/
programmes/postgraduate/mscdiplomaplanning-development-design
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Overall, this is a unique urban design programme offering a
comprehensive understanding and exposure to both theory and
practice within the discipline, as well as exploring its complex
interface with the city planning field.

Urban design related research projects
Urban design-based research within The Bartlett School of Planning
focuses on the following themes:
public space design and management
the design dimension of planning
questions of form, type and quality
the value of design.

•
•
•
•

Work on the morphological patterns that allow connections to be
made at the neighbourhood level – and the impacts this has on public
perceptions of place and quality of life – are ongoing, as are enquiries
into the economics of design, the social use of space, coding and the
desirable organisation of city form.

CURRENT RESEARCH

•
•
•

1

Evaluating the Governance of Design: the CABE experiment
and beyond, by Professor Matthew Carmona and Dr. Claudio de
Magalhaes, funded by AHRC
HOPUS (Housing Praxis for Urban Sustainability), by Professor
Matthew Carmona, funded by the European Union URBAT
programme
Global Space, Contested Space? The Case of the ‘New’
London Squares, by Professor Matthew Carmona and Dr Filipa
Wunderlich, funded by ESRC.

courses

2

3

5
4

1 Urban Design: Product, Process and Critique, 2012,
Project 2: The study and evaluation of a masterplan,
student group presentation: Gioia Cirillo, Key
Sakamura, Tsun Lok Chan, Alison Brown
2 Urban Design Place-making, 2010, Urban Design
Project at Victoria Embankment, “Embankment
Esplanade – Temple steps”, Sofia Anapliotis, Lu Fan,
Simon Thurley, Emma Vandore
3 Urban Design Place-making, 2010, Urban Design
Project at Victoria Embankment, “London’s Living
Room – The Thames balcony”, Emma O’Reilly, Fiona
Sibley, Lu Zhao, Tianlu Ni
4 Urban Design: Product, Process and Critique, 2012,
Project 1: Principles of Urban Design: Literature
Review and Learning through Experience; “Quality
of public realm; design, health and well-being in
the city: walkability and playability of urban public
spaces”, Kato Allaert, Alison Brown, Stephanie
Schemel
5 Urban Design Place-making, 2011, Urban Design
Project at Victoria Embankment, “The Northbank
Destination”, Harriet Beattie, Joaquin Guitart,
Charlotte Mitchell, Manmohan Sidhu, Jonathan
Sidhu, Jonathan Webb, Bingting Xu
6 Urban Design: Product, Process and Critique, 2012,
Project 1: Principles of Urban Design: Literature
Review and Learning through Experience;
“Character and sense of place; design and
experience: the senses in the design of urban
places”, Joan Caba, Alexander Marsh, Kei
Sakamura, Aditya Shah

6
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University of SALFORD
SCHOOL OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

courses

MSc IN URBAN DESIGN AND REGENERATION
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA AND CERTIFICATE IN
URBAN DESIGN AND REGENERATION

The MSc in Urban Design and Regeneration takes one year full-time
or two years and four months part-time. The Postgraduate Diploma
(PGDip) takes eight months full-time or one year and eight months
part-time, and the Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) takes four
months full-time or eight months part-time. For new students joining
in January rather than September, the MSc is one year and four
months full-time or two years and eight months part-time; PGDip is
one year full-time or two years part-time; and PGCert is four months
full-time or twelve months part-time.

COURSE APPROACH
Highly competent graduates, capable of working in collaborative
environments, are required to deal with complex design situations
and regeneration processes for the increasingly expanding city of the
future. This demands sustainable, resilient and inclusive solutions
and spaces. A wide range of career opportunities are possible
in urban design, urban planning, sustainable development, and
architectural design among others.
The programme aims to develop students’ skills to become
professionals in design and regenerating neighbourhoods and urban
realms, addressing sustainable community development, including
smart solutions and participatory processes. The programme
explores urban design analysis and evaluation, applications in real
project contexts, and the use of digital technologies for spatial
simulation and rapid prototyping urban modelling.
The detailed aims of the programme are:
a knowledge and critical understanding of differing theories and
methodologies of urban design, and their application in real
project contexts

•

Further information
Dr Riccardo Balbo
Programme Director
College of Science and Technology,
University of Salford, Maxwell Building,
The Crescent, Salford,
Greater Manchester M5 4WT
T	 0161 295 5355
E	 r.balbo@salford.ac.uk
W	www.salford.ac.uk/courses/urban-designand-regeneration
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•
•
•
•

analytical and social skills for better implementation of
community-based regeneration through integrated regeneration
strategies, which is increasingly desirable in today’s urban design
and regeneration fields
the ability to apply urban design analysis and evaluation using
traditional tools and digital technologies and techniques to site
appraisals, using integrated models and processes in urban
design
a knowledge and critical understanding of research models and
methods, and evaluating their application in the field of urban
design
to enable the students to be independent actors in the field, to
understand complex design situations and apply their design
expertise in collaborative environments.

CURRENT RESEARCH
SURegen, or Integrated Decision Support System for Sustainable
Urban Regeneration, is an EPSRC SUE 2 funded research project
that aims to tackle the complexity, uncertainty and ambiguity of the
regeneration process and its outcomes. Support for all engaged in
regeneration will be provided through a web-based application. This
application, or set of integrated decision-support tools in the form
of a Regeneration Workbench, will help professionals working in the
field to make critical decisions, and help those who are new to the
field acquire the skills needed to meet the challenges.
Development of the Workbench will be guided by good practice
from past and current regeneration projects in the North West of
England and elsewhere. A feature of the project is the collaboration
between the research team and a wide range of industries. The
project is led by Professor Stephen Curwell, and further details are
available at www.suregen.co.uk.

courses

2
1

3

4

5

6

1

Virtual City 2011. – General plan for the integration and regeneration
of Salford Quays areas, by N Rihani, E Akintayo, E Ehsaei and J
Hanley, instructors: T. Kocaturk [DAD], B. Medjdoub [UDes]
2
As above, Detail of the Marina
3
Place-making and urban design practice, 2010. Residential
development, Greengate, Salford, by N Jadhav, instructors: R.
Balbo, S. Curwell
4-5 Place-making and urban design practice, 2011. New student
accommodation, Peel Park Campus, University of Salford, by E
Kalcheva, instructors: R. Balbo, B. Medjdoub
6
Place-making and urban design practice, 2011. Crescent Railway
Station entrance to Peel Park Campus, University of Salford, by T Al
Turki, instructors: R. Balbo, B. Medjdoub
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University of Sheffield
School of Architecture

MA in Urban Design
Postgraduate Diploma in Urban Design

courses

Course Description
As part of its Graduate School, the University
of Sheffield School of Architecture offers
a variety of postgraduate taught Masters
programmes of which the MA in Urban
Design (MAUD) is one. As such, our Masters
programmes are integral part of one of
the UK’s leading centres of research and
teaching in architecture and the built
environment.
The Urban Design programme is
characterised by its strong design focus that
integrates participatory design processes
as well as having an emphasis on social,
economic and ecological sustainability. It
combines local and regional application
with international relevance.
Our emphasis on participatory design
and the integration of live projects as a
teaching mode is unique amongst national
and international programmes in Urban
Design. The programme draws strongly
on the Sheffield School of Architecture’s
intellectual ethos that emphasises social
and environmental responsibilities in
relation to the design and production of the
built environment.
MAUD further builds on the
department’s acclaimed research and
teaching expertise with its international
reputation for the political and strategic
focus of its work. We aim to foster links

Further information
Dr Florian Kossak
MA Urban Design Programme Director
University of Sheffield, School of
Architecture, The Arts Tower, Western
Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN
T	 0114 2220341
E	 f.kossak@sheffield.ac.uk
W www.sheffield.ac.uk/architecture
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between academia and the profession to
support and profit from the local, regional
and international developments in urban
design and urbanism at large.
The MAUD programme offers a variety
of different teaching modes including
studio-based design work with individual
and group tutorials; block seminars and
workshops; `traditional´ lecture modules;
`Live Projects´ involving real clients and real
community projects. It is offered both as
a full-time or part-time route with 12 or 24
months duration respectively.

1

2

Entry Requirements
A undergraduate degree (2.1 or above)
in architecture, landscape architecture,
or town planning. Students with a nondesign based degree but with substantial
professional design experience can be
considered for entry. Applicants also have
to present a portfolio. Non-English speaking
students need an IELTS, or equivalent,
text result of minimum 7.0 and 6.5 in each
component.

3

Current research
All UD projects, design studio and thesis,
have a strong research aspect and relate to
ongoing research projects by staff members
and research centres. Research projects
include: Temporary Urbanism; Commons
and Public Space; Social Production of
Architecture; Post-Carbon Cities; Informality
and Urban Development; Sustainable
Transport; Urban Blind Spots. The MAUD
teaching programme is supported through
a number of SSoA and cross-departmental
research centres including: AGENCY –
Transformative Research into Architectural
Praxis and Eduction; Centre for East-West
Studies in Architecture and Landscape;
HOME; bdr – bureau design+research.

4

6

7

8

9

10

courses

5

1

Topical Discussions: Freiburg’s City Architect
Wulf Daseking with Prof Irena Bauman
discussing sustainable urban development
2
International Guests: Copenhagen’s City
Architect and SSoA Visiting Professor Tina
Saaby
3
Expanding Context: Manchester, one of the
regional field trips led by Lorenza Casini
4
Public Mediation: River Common Exhibitions
in CADS Sheffield showing work from the
MAUD studio
5
Mode of Practice: collaborative group work
and exchange
6
MAUD studio discussion’
7
Urban Design Tools: Explorative walking and
mind mapping
8
Importance of Process: Presenting the
project methodology through an ‘ideas tree’
9
Learning Presentation Skills: Final project
reviews in the studio
10
Internal and External Experts: Prof Sarah
Wigglesworth, David Rudlin of URBED and
Prof Irena Bauman in a final project review’
11+12 Modes of Communication: Combining
traditional maps and drawings with creative
engagement techniques

12

11
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University of
Strathclyde

Department of Architecture

courses

MSc IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN URBAN DESIGN

The MSc takes twelve months full-time, and
24 months part-time; the Diploma takes
nine months full-time, and 18 months parttime, and the Certificate depends upon the
portfolio of modules selected and individual
needs. Individual modules can also be
selected as CPD.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A good first degree or other qualification
equivalent to UK University Honours in a
discipline related to the built environment
and the city (eg architecture, planning,
engineering, landscape architecture,
geography, sociology, psychology, etc.).
Candidates with alternative educational
paths and/or professional experience might
also be considered.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Our course in urban design is intensive,
innovative and delivered through a
combination of studio teaching, taught
classes and seminars. The learning
experience offered always involves the
design of a complex area, at the levels of the
city, the neighbourhood and the individual
public space defined by urban architecture,
in collaboration with local stakeholders and
practitioners.

The key principles we pursue in urban
design are adaptability in time, efficiency
and local appropriateness; students are
taught these in classes, and experiment
with their application in both seminars
and studio. Taught elements include
urban design history, theory, landscape
architecture, transport, representation,
policy and practice, and real estate.

ETHOS
The course is taught by staff of the Urban
Design Studies Unit, and strongly linked
to our research expertise and portfolio,
and in particular to the study of urban
form for sustainable development, urban
modelling and community engagement.
The focus on physical planning – the design
of urban spaces and buildings – is linked to
the interpretation of influencing factors of
physical, economic and social nature. This
course is interdisciplinary, designed for both
practitioners and students to enhance their
understanding of the city as a complex and
dynamic system, and to advance the skills of
practical urban design.
The studio portion of the course
investigates the city region as its main topic,
within the context of globalisation and
the major task is to develop appropriate

Further information
Dr Ombretta Romice
Director of MSc in Urban Design
University of Strathclyde
Department of Architecture,
131 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 0NG
T	 0141 548 4219
E	 ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
E	 e.thomson@strath.ac.uk (Postgraduate Studies)
W www.strathclyde.ac.uk/architecture
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strategies for the city’s sustainability,
including social, economic, ecological,
typological and aesthetic aspects. The
Department has a formal Partnership
Agreement with the Prince’s Foundation
for Building Community and established
strategic collaborations with various
local authorities in and around Glasgow;
therefore all our design projects are done in
collaboration with stakeholders and local
partners.
The theoretical element of the course
is delivered, in part, with the Department
of Urban Studies at Glasgow University and
a number of well-established practitioners
to guarantee students the most up-to-date
knowledge and research in the practice and
theory of urban design.
The Masters dissertation is the
opportunity for students to research an issue
of particular interest; recent work has been
published, exhibited and generated further
research commissions for the Unit. For a
detailed description of our activities in both
teaching and research, please visit: www.
udsu-strath.com. The course benefits from
the Urban Design Unit’s strong network of
collaborators; one of these is the Prince’s
Foundation for Building Community (www.
princes-foundation.org).

1 Public exhibition for the community and
stakeholders, at the Unit’s on-site office-studio
space
2 Students working in multi-disciplinary groups
in the on-site studio-office space to guarantee
constant contact with the community in which
we are working
3 A model of Glasgow’s East End is being
discussed with Glasgow City Council’s staff
4 Glasgow’s East End. Students produce
interactive tools for discussion with
stakeholders. The model was used to project the
current state of facilities, provisions and urban
centralities, and propose alternatives

3

4

courses

2

6

5

7

9

8

5 A study of the current project area’s centrality, and
scenarios for improvement
6 Students study the development potential of the study
area, by reassessing new neighbourhood and district
centralities, by Alessandra Feliciotti and Jacob Dibble
7 Renderings of a detailed master plan by Tereza
Haubletova and Martina Donatova
8 An extract from a detailed master plan, with a study
of a block’s resilience during economic recessions, by
Alessandra Feliciotti and Jacob Dibble
9 Joint publications by students and staff of the Urban
Design Studies Unit
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University of
Westminster

school of architecture and the built
environment

courses

MA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN URBAN DESIGN
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN URBAN DESIGN

The MA in Urban Design programme
provides preparation for professionals
entering urban design practice in a flexible
format. This programme is designed
to combine practical experience with
advanced professional training, supported
by a structured approach to theory and
method. Much of the teaching is project
based, exploring the urban context and
design solutions at differing scales. The
courses provide an opportunity to work
collaboratively with people from differing
backgrounds, including architecture, urban
planning, landscape architecture, transport
planning and environmental design.
We offer three courses:
The MA in Urban Design (part or
full time) attracts highly motivated
professionals and students seeking a
solid basis for urban design practice.
It attracts mid-career professionals
wishing to consolidate experience or
specialise, as well as recent graduates
from home and abroad.
The Postgraduate Diploma in Urban
Design (part or full time) includes all
the taught components of the MA but
excludes the dissertation. It is attractive
to students looking for a bridging course
in urban design, especially those who
already hold a master’s degree.

•

•

•

The Postgraduate Certificate in Urban
Design (part time only) provides
practitioners in the urban environment
with the essential skills to interface
with urban design effectively. It is
attractive to students who do not wish
to commit to the full MA programme;
some students use this course as an
entry point and later transfer to the MA
or Diploma.

We also provide short courses, CPD and
in-house training for private and public
organisations, and independent students
can take single modules.

1

Current research
The urban design academic staff undertakes
related research on topics including the
night-time city, crime and sustainable
development. Funders range from major
charities such as the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation, to local authorities and other
bodies. There are also a number of fulltime and part-time PhD research students
engaged on urban design topics.

2

3

Further information
Bill Erickson
School of Architecture and the Built Environment
University of Westminster
35 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5LS
T	 020 79115000 x66553
E	 w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
W www.westminster.ac.uk
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1 Tutorial discussion
2 MA students sketching on field trip
3 Students presenting a street
improvement project to local councillors

courses

4

5

6
7

8

4 Public Realm Plan for Ealing, Amando
DelGado
5 Creativity and Play, Chatsworth Road
Neighbourhood Plan, Diana Fjodorova,
Chloë Clay and Blerta Dino
6 Olympic Legacy Stratford, Emmet
O’Sullivan
7 History of Primrose Hill, Steve McCoy,
Michael Mulhern, Ranjit Sagoo, Andrea
Perdoni
8 Master plan Northolt, London – detailed
area, Mark Hanton
9 Master plan for Rochester Riverside,
Kent, Robert Hagan

9
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University of the West
of England

Department of Planning and Architecture

courses

MA in URBAN DESIGN
Postgraduate Diploma in URBAN DESIGN
Postgraduate Certificate in URBAN DESIGN

The theories and practice of urban
design form the process by which we
can create or maintain sustainable built
environments of quality. Inevitably this
involves collaborative inter-disciplinary
working, which characterises urban design
activity. The MA Urban Design course at
Bristol UWE is intended for those who wish
to embark on a career in urban design, to
enhance their existing work in the field, or
who wish to study it as a Master’s subject
in its own right.
The programme places an emphasis
on developing critical understanding and
practical skills in urban design. It seeks
to foster sensitivity to the context and
character of urban areas and to the needs
and nature of the diverse clients of urban
design. It also seeks to explore the ways in
which the built environment can be more
sustainable.

Further Information
Louis Rice, Course Leader
Julian Spicer, Admissions Officer
Department of Planning and Architecture
University of the West of England,
Coldharbour Lane, Bristol BS16 1QY
T	 0117 328 3000
E	 bne@uwe.ac.uk
W www.built-environment.uwe.ac.uk
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The teaching staff provide a friendly,
enabling environment for learning. They
reflect the inter-disciplinary nature of
urban design and include planners,
architects, landscape architects,
geographers and philosophers. They
are also actively engaged in research or
practice, ensuring that you learn directly
from academic and practice developments.
The considerable record of publications,
research and consultancy in many aspects
of urban design undertaken by the teaching
team underpins the content of the course.
The Bristol area possesses a rich
variety of built environments within a short
distance, providing an excellent resource of
case studies. These environments include
a medieval city, classical townscapes,
historic waterfronts, inner city, suburbia
and ‘Edge City’ developments. Market
towns and villages are also within a short

distance of the University. Field trips and
site visits to UK and European towns and
cities also enhance students’ comparative
studies and experiences of diverse built
environments.
We welcome applicants with
first degrees in the built environment
professions, such as architects, town
planners, highway engineers, surveyors,
landscape architects and town centre
managers. We also welcome applicants
with other qualifications and backgrounds.

Panasonic Trust Fellowships
Students on this programme are eligible
to apply for a Panasonic Trust Fellowship,
which is worth £8000. Further details can
be obtained from the Royal Academy of
Engineering at www.raeng.org.uk.
Our MA Urban Design is now accredited
by the RTPI as specialist course.

1 Sketch masterplan in Conservation Area
2 Concept Vision for Creative Arts Quarter
in London
3 Maquette of urban intervention, Stokes
Croft, Bristol
4 Movement Strategy Diagram
5 Floorscapes along media mile
6 Urban Regeneration Framework, Bristol

2

3

4

courses

1

6

5
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THE URBAN DESIGN GROUP
AND ITS ACHIEVEMENTS

Sebastian Loew
A GROWING INFLUENCE

UDG

1

2

3

4
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The Urban Design Group (UDG) has existed
for thirty five years and is a membership
organisation. It represents people
wanting to promote joined-up thinking,
particularly amongst professionals of the
built environment, in order to improve
the quality of places. Although it has
never become mainstream or part of the
establishment, it has attracted prominent
professionals and has been a forum for
important debates. Over recent years, the
Group itself has evolved and adapted to the
changes taking place in the world around it,
without losing its original aim of improving
the quality of the built environment.
The late 1970s and 1980s were dark
days for urban design in Britain, and the
Group’s founding members realised that
they needed to lobby and campaign in
order to influence policy and attitudes.
They commented on government
documents and forged links with other
organisations. If the agenda has moved
on, if urban design is now a recognised
expression used in legislation, if planning
and good urban design are linked, and
if developers recognise the importance
of the public realm, it is to a large extent
the result of the Group’s work. When UDG
founder Francis Tibbalds was elected
President of the Royal Town Planning
Institute, he was able to take the message
about urban design to a much wider
constituency and advance the Group’s
cause.
At the beginning of the 1990s, with the
appointment of John Selwyn Gummer to
the Department of the Environment (DoE),
the profile of urban design started to rise.
By the mid-1990s, the media became
interested in its ideas and the membership
expanded. Negotiations with other
professional groups led to the creation of

the Urban Design Alliance (UDAL) launched
with government support in 1997 and
involving all of the major environmental
institutes and groups. UDAL spread
understanding about the value of urban
design to a broader professional base than
had been achieved before.
Soon after the 1997 election, the
government set up the Urban Task Force
and UDG members were involved in its
work and were influential in the choice of
name for the Commission for Architecture
and the Built Environment (CABE), which
replaced the Royal Fine Arts Commission.
CABE was initially only going to have
the first three words and therefore a
scope limited to architecture. Thereafter
members of the UDG have participated
in CABE’s many activities, including
publications, research, design review and
the Urban Design Summer School created
in collaboration with the University of
Westminster.

A FORUM FOR LEARNING
Education and training have always been at
the core of the UDG’s concerns and many of
its activities revolve around these, whether
as monthly talks at the UDG’s London
headquarters, the annual conferences,
or study tours. Maintaining links with the
universities teaching urban design has also
been a constant interest of the Group.
Since 1983 the UDG, with the support
of Alan Stones, has been running study
trips to less-known European destinations:
the French bastides were the first to be
visited, and later shorter visits included
Barcelona, Paris and Amsterdam organised
by Sebastian Loew. The latest study trips in
2012 combined various European baroque
cities with Bordeaux, providing invaluable
opportunities to see new places and hear
other professionals’ own experiences.

1
2
3
4
5

Study trip to Malmo
Bercy Bridge, Paris
Parc André Citroën, Paris
Bordeaux
An early issue of Urban Design Quarterly
from 1980s
6 A recent issue of Urban Design, now
much bigger and printed in colour
7 The Source Book, which became The
Directory

AN ESTABLISHED BODY
With the new millennium, the UDG became
more established: Robert Cowan was
appointed as the Group’s first Director and
the Group moved to Cowcross Street in
London. Appointed in 2008, the current

UDG Director Robert Huxford has developed
its online presence, and produces the
fortnightly Urban Update e-bulletin,
which reaches well beyond the UDG’s
membership. Louise Ingledow, the UDG’s
first Development Manager, now runs much
of the organisation’s core activities.
Members have contributed to a number
of publications on urban design produced
by the government, CABE and other bodies,
and Rob Cowan’s Dictionary of Urbanism
(2005). The group was actively involved
in the Urban Design Skills Working Group
and in the Urban Design Skills Summit in
Liveable
September 2001.
cities
The success of the Delivering
UDG has
qualityresulted in
urban places
the setting up of other organisations, which
have in some respects adopted a similar
position and which the UDG welcomes.
CABE, UDAL, the RTPI’s Urban Design
Network and the Academy of Urbanism
exist, one could argue, as a result of the
pioneering work undertaken by UDG
members. The same could be said of Urban
Design London, a training programme now
embedded in the Greater London Authority,
in which members of the UDG had an
influential role at the outset.

5
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Atkins’ interdisciplinary approach allows us to develop
multi-layered solutions to complex urban problems that
encompass vehicle, pedestrian and spatial issues – on
schemes of all scales and sizes. By embedding best practice
and exemplar design in all that we do, we have developed a
strong track record in facilitating the delivery of some of the
most successful and award winning public realm schemes
and masterplans.

Autumn 2012
Urban Design Group Journal
ISSN 1750 712X — £5.00

URBAN DESIGN IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

Our offices in the UK and across the Middle East are working with
public and private sector partners to improve the fabric of towns
and cities around the globe – designing and delivering schemes
that encourage cycling and walking and put sustainable travel at
the heart of the built environment.

UDG

National conferences on highly relevant
topics have been organised around the
country, and the 30th annual conference
on The Value of Urban Design took place
in Oxford in 2012. This gathering was a
resounding success discussing the ideas
and evidence presented by more than
twenty speakers, and with a subsequent
issue of the UDG’s journal dedicated to
these papers. In London, the monthly
lectures are one of the Group’s main
contributions to the debate on urban
design, and video recordings of these are
now available to watch online at www.
urbannous.org.uk. Regional groups are
also growing and details for key local
contacts are given overleaf. STREET, a
young urban designers’ sub-group was
formed to encourage a new generation of
professionals to get involved in the UDG;
they have organised walks and talks, and
provide young professionals with a support
network.
How the Group relates to the wider
community as well as to local authorities,
has long been a subject of debate. This topic
resulted in community events in London (in
Haringey and Burgess Park, Southwark),
and a trip to Russia by UDG members to
help in the planning of Pereslavl-Zalesski, a
town about 100 km north of Moscow, during
the Gorbachev perestroika days. Another
outcome was a Government supported
programme on public participation which
resulted in the publication Involving
Communities in Urban Design (1998) by
Nick Wates.

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

Find out more at
www.atkinsglobal.com

6
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URBAN DESIGN JOURNAL
One of the Urban Design Group’s greatest
achievements is Urban Design, its longrunning quarterly journal. Started as a
newsletter, it has since evolved into a
professionally produced and well-respected
magazine now printed in colour. In its 33rd
year, 125 issues have been produced so
far, with many topics planned two years
ahead. The journal draws on current work
in practice and professional viewpoints,
and reaches a much wider audience as it
is also available online to non-members.
John Billingham, its longest-serving
editor who has now stepped down, was

7
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2012 Award winners:
8 Practice Award Joint Winners: Studio
REAL – Moat Lane, Towcester; and
9 URBED – Brentford Lock West
10 Student Award Winner: Ian Brodie,
University of Strathclyde – Gallowgate
Renewal
11 Public Sector Award Winner: Exeter City
Council – Exeter Residential Design SPD
12 Publisher Award Winner: Ashgate –
Learning from Delhi: Mitchell, Patwari
and Tang

responsible for much of its success and also
started the biennial Source Book, which
developed into this Directory. Under his
vision, the Directory has become one of the
most sought-after and useful documents
produced by the UDG. Together with
Richard Cole, he also produced The Good
Place Guide (published by Batsford 2002).

FRANCIS TIBBALDS AWARDS

8

UDG

In 2007, also under the leadership of
John Billingham, the Urban Design Group
instituted a series of awards, starting with
projects put forward by practices who
are also members. The Francis Tibbalds
Awards, named after its late illustrious
past chairman, have now expanded to
include student work, local authority
initiatives, and publishers’ best books,
and the award ceremony is now an annual
event. Hugh Pearman was awarded the
first UDG Journalist Award for his article
in The Sunday Times on Salford Quays in
recognition of his reporting of urban design
issues. It is rewarding that the media
now uses the expression ‘urban design’ in
discussing development schemes, when
they would formerly have been considered
architectural or planning issues. Some
of the other recent award winners are
illustrated here.

9

10

LOOKING AHEAD

11

12
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Several issues that all built environment
professions will need to take more account
of include climate change, the new planning
policy context and local communities,
and how these will shape our cities. New
technologies will help the construction of
more sustainable buildings but the public
realm, patterns of movement and city form
will also have to be adapted for climate
change. This will occur in the context of
shrinking policies, greatly reduced lending,

public spending cuts as well as a wider
debate to allow more people to voice
their concerns and aspirations. A whole
new range of skills and knowledge will
be needed to balance these competing
pressures, and the UDG is playing an
important role in the debate through its
publications, lectures, conferences and
visits.
At the same time the Group has been
developing its international links; the
recent publication of Sebastian Loew’s
Urban Design Practice: An International
Review, and issues of the magazine devoted
to a particular region, such as India or the
Middle East, are helping to achieve this
goal.

A PROFESSIONAL BODY
Recurrent matters of debate remain
whether the UDG should become a
professional body for urban designers,
how to attract new members, and how
to reinforce links with other professions
and organisations. The new form of
membership, Recognised Practitioner, is
raising the status of the urban designer as
a distinct skill and knowledge area, beyond
town planning, landscape design and
architecture.
The next few decades will be exciting
and challenging: in the economic downturn,
as cuts affect all sectors, the UDG will
continue its work to ensure that urban
design – from urban strategies for growth
to ensuring better quality public space – is
not overlooked. Even more than hitherto
and as was argued at the 2012 conference,
it will need to show the value of good urban
design to a wider audience, and encourage
and promote better skills. Above all, the
UDG will continue to be a forum in London,
the regions and online, and a place of
exchange of ideas and visions.

urban design n. the collaborative and multi-disciplinary process
of shaping the physical setting for life in cities, towns and villages;
the art of making places; design in an urban context. Urban design
involves the design of buildings, groups of buildings, spaces and
landscapes, and the establishment of frameworks and processes that
facilitate successful development.
From The Dictionary of Urbanism, Robert Cowan, Streetwise Press, 2005.

Why Urban Design Matters
In 2012 the Urban Design Group ran a Lift Pitch Competition for its
members to explain the value of urban design.
Picture the scene: a lift in a government building, and in steps the
minister with responsibility for environment and development. The
doors shut, the lift lurches and momentarily sticks. The winning urban
designer James Byrne realises that he has a key moment to impress
upon the minister what urban design is and why it matters...
‘In a world more populated and connected than ever before, we
need a profession that understands how places function, how they
are experienced and how they can be improved. The power of urban
design is its ability to bring together the strengths of the community,
the developer, the architect, the landscape architect, the city planner,
the engineer, and the artist to create places of distinction, character,
legibility and quality. Places like the bustling metropolis of Manhattan,
the leafy boulevards of Paris, the stunning piazzas of Italy, the majestic
waterfront of Liverpool and the regal Georgian squares of London.
With each year more and more people are living and working in urban
environments, and evidence consistently shows that places with
strong urban design policies are good for business, because they give
a clear and concise framework for development.
Urban design can also create resilient places, which use less
energy by reducing the urban heat island effect, avoid flooding
through sustainable drainage, increase safety through natural
surveillance, and encourage healthier lifestyles through pedestrianfriendly developments. So urban design is at the forefront of tackling
climate change, helping to realise social, ecological and economic
sustainability objectives.

Key people

We all want a nation of happy, productive people living in
beautiful, practical urban environments that bring tourism and
investment. With a finite supply of development land, adding value
to major investments cannot be left to chance. Good urban design
saves governments money by reducing life-cycle costs and helps to
avoid the mistakes of the past. We also cannot allow communities
to become alienated from their environment, or for entire cities and
regions to suffer from under-investment. We can and must do better.
Urban design can lead the way in creating sustainable communities
and lay the foundations for long-term economic growth. Ultimately
urban design gives governments an effective mechanism for delivering
a liveable sustainable future.’

For more information about the
Urban Design Group, please
contact:
The Urban Design Group

Robert Huxford, Director
Louise Ingledow, Manager
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6DG
T 020 7250 0892
E admin@udg.org.uk
W www.udg.org.uk

What is a Recognised Practitioner?

KEY UDG PEOPLE

The Urban Design Group has recently established the Recognised
Practitioner status for urban design professionals with excellent
education and experience. Being a Recognised Practitioner provides
those working in urban design with a sense of professional identity;
greater influence on professional practice and public policy; and a
stronger sense of common purpose. Recognised Practitioners are
professionals with a wide range of skills and experience of designing
in the urban context. Many also have more than one professional
affiliation, and so can be from a diverse range of professional
backgrounds including:
Urban design
Town planning
Highway and civil engineering
Building conservation
Development control
Landscape architecture
Lighting
Architecture
Regeneration and development
Transport planning.

Chairman

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The core of the Recognised Practitioner assessment is the
Capacitycheck system, which enables people from a wide range
of different backgrounds and roles to be considered, including
practitioners involved in policy formulation, research or academia.
For more information contact the Urban Design Group and visit
www.udg.org.uk/join/recognisedpractitioner.
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How to Join
To join the Urban Design Group visit
www.udg.org.uk and see the benefits of
taking out an annual membership. An annual
membership costs £40 for UK individuals,
£50 for international individuals, and £20 for
students. The organisations featured in this
Directory are Practice members for £250, and
Education members for £100, per year. We also
welcome local authority members (£100), UK
libraries (£40) and international libraries (£50).
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