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Climate change topped the agenda in the
last few months, initially in the run-up

to COP26 and now that it has passed, we
are trying to understand what has been
achieved. While the verdict on the success
of COP26 varies depending on who you talk
to, | am pleased that the UDG was one of the
voices contributing to the debate.

Our Urban Design Summit aimed not
only to cover high-level strategic discus-
sions but also to focus on practical solu-
tions. We balanced our afternoon keynote
session of international experts on Climate
Repair with morning sessions highlighting
the need for clients and procurement rules
to step up and support more ambitious
climate goals, as well as the need to build
a common language. We rounded off the
day talking about Community Sustainability
Hubs, sharing ideas of how we can all make
a difference in our community, improving
our relationship with the environment whilst
bolstering community spirit and social
connectedness.

The UDG’s stated goal is to create
People-Friendly Places and all of these is-
sues are relevant to deliver this. To create
truly people-friendly places, we need to
put health and well-being of people at the
heart of the decision-making process. This
includes a positive relationship with nature,
active travel and protection of climate.
People-friendly places are planet-friendly
places. They are places that:

@ have a positive relationship with nature
and protection of finite resources

@ ensure a positive climate and protection
from flooding

@ allow people to live healthily and happily.

Sometimes, we hear voices saying that
planning has lost its purpose. Isn’t the sole
purpose of the built environment profes-
sions - planning, architecture, engineering
and urban design - to create positive places
for human habitation? Throughout history,
these skills have been employed to create
safer, more comfortable places for people
to live in, to protect humans from weather,
make the soil more fertile and reduce health
risks. We talk and care about climate
change because we need to ensure that our
planet remains habitable; in other words a
place where people can live healthy lives
and not be threatened by food scarcity,
flooding or extreme weather events.

This is reflected in the National Urban
Design Awards, whose winners were an-
nounced in November. What strikes me
looking at the projects submitted for the
awards is the effort and time that have gone
into many of them. The projects that we are
seeking to celebrate, those we call ‘exem-
plar’, are delivered against the odds. They
are driven by exceptional clients, design
champions or project teams that don’t give
up. However, exemplar projects are not
enough, we need to ensure that what is ex-
emplar now becomes the norm, tomorrow...
and even that appears too slow.

This echoes the often-voiced frustration
with COP26 that we are moving too slowly,
that it is all words and little action. Our
policies are out-of-date as soon as they are
adopted, always behind the curve and never
forward-thinking and ambitious. COP26 has
focussed the minds of elected members,
many of them now asking officers and devel-
opers to deliver zero-carbon schemes. Yet
these ambitions are often not enforceable,
because the market won’t support them
and policies don’t require them. In many
organisations and local authorities, there is
the political will and the expertise, but it is
still not happening.

In this context, we are exploring ways to
draw attention to the day-to-day actions of
our members, many of whom go unnoticed
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1 Glasgow: the UDG at
COP26

by a wider audience, although they go far
beyond business as usual. We are seeking
examples where barriers and red tape have
been overcome to deliver against the odds.

Driven by the passion to create better
places, our members innovate to achieve
site allocation processes that deliver truly
sustainable sites; spend hours negotiating
with elected members or highway author-
ity and adoption officers to deliver truly
walkable and cyclable environments; use
their powers of persuasion to convince their
clients to commit to higher environmental
targets; and, remain open to learn from
younger generations.

If you have positive examples from your
day-to-day experience that may help others
to turn exemplar projects into the norm, let
us know.

GET IN TOUCH, GET INVOLVED

I would like to invite all our members to
share ideas and proposals of how we can
make it easier to deliver good places. If

you have suggestions for an urban design
event, research, collaboration opportunities
or would like to get involved, please get in
touch with us at: administration@udg.co.uk

I hope you enjoy the Journal. @

Katja Stille, Chair of the Urban Design Group
and Director at Tibbalds Planning and Urban
Design

DIARY OF EVENTS

Until further notice it will not be possible
to run live events with an audience at
The Gallery. There is however an online
programme of events.

Please check the UDG website for details
www.udg.org.uk
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LEADER

Saving the Planet

As this issue goes to print, COP26 has just ended.
This global meeting cannot but focus our minds
on what we are doing, individually and collectively,
to avoid a disastrous future for humanity. The

task is daunting and the information available is
confusing, so that we cannot even guarantee that
a particular initiative will not have side effects

that negate its benefits. On the other hand,

doing nothing is not an option. After two years

of COVID-19 affecting the lives of everybody on
Earth, we know that we have to ensure that we get
the right information and that we collaborate with
others.

By definition, urban design is a collaborative
discipline which should make it pivotal in decision-
making for the built environment. Unfortunately,
the agenda has developed so much and so fast in
the recent past, that professionals, however well-
intentioned, have difficulties keeping up-to-date
with events. At the same time practitioners have
to compete with other professionals who may
feel that they know better, deal with politicians
who don’t want to hear the message, or face
developers who have only profit in mind.

Undoubtedly the outcomes of COP26 will be
discussed for years and will influence the way
that urban design evolves. For over two years we
have been publishing our Climate Change Global
Digest which we hope is helping colleagues

to keep abreast of what is going on. The UDG
has also been present at COP26 in Glasgow; a
very brief report can be found on page 4 and a
recording of the proceedings is available on the
UDG website.
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This issue’s topic, urban design in Scandinavia
and the Nordic Region curated by Paul Woodyville,
is directly relevant to these concerns as the region
is particularly sensitive to climate change. Paul has
gathered articles that cover a wide spectrum of
issues and a variety of geographical contexts, and
climate change is at the heart of many of them.

Its effects are being felt now and urban designers,
like architects and planners, have been acting

to mitigate its negative effects. Scandinavian
countries are amongst the wealthiest in the world
and are known for their excellent welfare systems.
However, as the numerous Scandi noir serials
show us, they are not problem-free and suffer
from social and economic inequalities. Some of
the articles here address those issues as well.

Overall the contributors to this topic treat the
challenges as opportunities, as much as threats.
Therefore, the initiatives and projects described
are positive and forward-looking, not just
remedial. To those who live in more temperate
climates with more unequal societies, there are
lessons to be learned on how to face and shape
the future. We cannot save the planet on our own
but we can make a contribution, however modest.

Happy New Year! @

Sebastian Loew, architect and planner, writer, consultant and joint editor
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A Century of
Evolution in
Architecture and
Urbanism in the
Arabian Peninsula

Webinar, 16 September 2021

This packed event was attended by urban
designers from around the world. The lecture
by Professor Ashraf Salama (University of
Strathclyde) formed part of a series of inter-
national events, which started with Evolu-
tion of a City: Aleppo, given by Husam Al
Waer and will be followed by Evolution of the
City: Isfahan by Farnaz Arefian.

Ashraf illustrated the extremely complex
and well-researched evolution of the region
in its pre-oil, oil exploitation and post-oil pe-
riods with many masterplans and examples
of new urban quarters and iconic buildings
in this fast-developing area. These were ac-
companied by chronological data on key
events, political and social, and how they
influenced the changes that took place in
urban development, design strategies and
architectural styles - influencing and be-
ing influenced by a changing society and
lifestyles.

His talk was in three parts: the first
addressed the contextual issues of how
geo-cultural politics may have instigated a
contemporary discourse on architecture and
the urban environment. The second explored
evolutionary processes, both physical and
socio-cultural, against the backdrop of oil
discovery, oil exploitation and current post-
oil strategies, based on key incidents over
the past 100 years and how they had shaped
architecture and urbanism. In Ashraf’s view,
the demise of the Ottoman Empire and the
role of British colonies and protectorates
changed the desert culture and tribal tradi-
tions during the oil period. Independence
led to a revival of pan-Arabism, linked by
language, culture and religion throughout
the Middle East and North Africa, expanding
into Turkey, Iran and even Israel. He illus-
trated how these shifts took specific forms
under nationalism and created their own mix
of modern architecture, responding to global
conditions. He explained in particular, how
in this process the Arabic house built around
inner courtyards had shifted courtyards
outwards, and how compounds for extend-
ed families were turned into Western-style
denser urban living areas, including tower
blocks.

He showed the influence of Western
masterplanning on changes at the city level
and in large-scale regeneration projects. It
was sometimes difficult to follow the rapid
succession of slides, especially for those

UPDATE

not familiar with this part of the world and
it may have been preferable not to include a
discussant, Professor Attilio Petruccioli (Sa-
pienza University in Rome), who talked about
his own experiences at length.

There was still time for a very ani-
mated discussion with many questions of
clarification and reflections on the possi-
bly disturbing interaction between Arabic
culture and Western design practice. Some
asked how these modern cities, which had
also left a legacy of increased social and
spatial segregation, would be able to survive
and accommodate a more sustainable way of
life in the future. @

Judith Ryser, researcher, journalist, writer
and urban affairs consultant to Fundacion
Metropoli, Madrid

John F N Collins OBE
PPRTPI 1924-2021

John Collins, who died aged 97, was one of
the original members of the Urban Design
Group. It was through him that | was present
at the first meeting organised at RIBA’s head-
quarters in 1978. He was a rare beast, an
architect-planner, a modest and quiet man
but full of humour and originality.

Born in Moseley, Birmingham, Collins
started his professional life under the guid-
ance of Donald Gibson in Coventry, before
joining Shankland Cox’s team in Liverpool.
From there he moved to become Deputy
County Planning officer and in 1970, County
Planning Officer for Cheshire. In 1982-93 he
was President of the RTPI.

In Cheshire, where | worked for him, in
spite of the growing role of strategic plan-
ning in the work of county councils, he
ensured that design remained a key element
in the work of the planning department. We
implemented countryside projects includ-
ing the award-winning Thurstaston Country
Park. It was not enough for John that we
should identify and designate conservation
areas; we also prepared Conservation Area
Action Plans for a number of them.

In order to help to raise the quality of
housing design within the county, John
encouraged us to join with Manchester Uni-
versity to make What a site, a film promoting
a site-based approach to housing design.
John saw a prescriptive guide in the Essex
mode as having dangers. He feared that the
County Council’s approach could become as
boring as those by developers. In contrast
we prepared a series of design aids intended
to provide a kit of elements that could be
used by developers to create their own site-
specific quality places. These design aids

included pioneering work, pre-DB32, to free
road design from the tyranny of the County
Surveyor’s byelaw standards. This meant
working with the Surveyor’s department and
reflected the spirit of multi-disciplinary col-
laboration that John found so appealing in
the ideals of the Urban Design Group. He
joined the UDG as soon as it was founded
and remained involved in the North West
until 2018.

While President of the RTPI, he focused
on ensuring that places were designed to
meet the needs of the disabled. It was for
this work that he was awarded an OBE. Af-
ter retiring from Cheshire County Council,
he was sent by the Overseas Development
Department to Monserrat to help rebuild the
island after it had been destroyed by a dev-
astating earthquake.

Like many of my generation of architect-
planners, | owe much to John’s quiet and
reasoned approach to the work of making
better places for all. @

Richard Cole architect and planner, formerly
Director of Planning and Architecture of the
Commission for New Towns
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UPDATE
The Walkable City

Webinar, Wednesday 4 August 2021

Run in partnership with London Living
Streets and chaired by the UDG’s Katja Stille,
this event explored walkability, from stra-
tegic planning to the nitty-gritty of design
measures.

Living Streets’ David Harrison began with
an historic overview of walking in London,
noting that 400,000 people a day walked in
or out of the city in the 1850s; but the arrival
of the motor car late in the century herald-
ed the start of a massive decline in walking.
Today, Living Streets is trying to grow walk-
ing trips in central London via their Central
London Footways network. David described
the network as ‘red routes for pedestrians’:

streets that are quieter, characterful and
bring pleasure to walking.

Chris Martin (Urban Movement) also ref-
erenced pleasure, emphasizing the need to
make walking appealing for all. Chris singled
out the problem of getting across streets,
and called for design to enable spontane-
ity of crossing. The practical means of doing
so include better positioning and the design
of crossings, medians, continuous footways
and corner build-outs.

Women can be disincentivized from
walking because their specific needs are not
considered in planning and design; some-
thing which Sarah Parry (Leeds Beckett
University, below) explained in her presen-
tation. She called for a feminist approach to
walking, citing exemplar projects in Umea,
Malmd, and Vienna which delivered more
gender-equal designs.

Mike Grahn (Living Streets) explored

the three stages of crossing roads - the
need to cross, starting to cross, and actu-
ally crossing - all of which are experienced
differently depending on the person cross-
ing. He explained how most crossings on
neighbourhood streets are made informally,
and people rarely deviate from desire lines.
Vehicle speeds, volumes and mix should be
managed to support informal crossings. Tim-
ing is critical; an adult needs a 6-10 second
gap in traffic to cross, and will get annoyed
waiting more than 30 seconds for a gap to
appear.

We often take the shortest possible route
to destinations, guided by Google Maps, but
this can be the least pleasant or interesting.
Peter Murray (New London Architecture) de-
scribed his experience mapping and walking
an alternative, largely traffic-free route from
Chancery Lane to Aldgate. His walk via nu-
merous alleys and public spaces celebrated
the Square Mile’s unique mix of historic and
contemporary character.

Finally, Brian Deegan (Urban Movement)
talked about practical solutions to chal-
lenges when crossing at signalled junctions.
Using case studies from Manchester and
elsewhere he explored three common issues
- no invitation to cross, staggered cross-
ings and unmet desire lines — and explained
how to resolve them. Planned changes to the
Highway Code were noted with the hope that
they will support designers’ efforts to make
cities more walkable. @

Richard Crappsley, Urban Designer,
AR Urbanism

Urban Design
Summit at COP26

Whole day Webinar, Friday 10
November 2021

This is a very brief summary of the UDG
event organised to coincide with the COP26
meeting in Glasgow. The day’s proceedings
were recorded and are available on the UDG
website. Throughout the day contributors
presented varied approaches and viewpoints
on the threats posed by climate change and
possible ways to tackle them.

The first session People Friendly Places
are Planet Friendly Places saw presentations
by finalists of the 2021 Urban Design Awards.
This was followed by the launch of the Cli-
mate Framework, a new UDG initiative to
break down silos, establish common ground,
define a common language, and identify the
knowledge and skills that built environment
professionals must be equipped with. Mina

Hasman (Climate Framework Cross-Industry
Action Group), Sue Morgan (Landscape Insti-
tute) and Robin Nicholson (Cullinan Studio)
stressed the need for collaboration and in-
tegration between the professions, and for
coordinated climate education. Jane Man-
ning (Allies and Morrison) emphasised the
role played by urban designers and the UDG.

In the next session entitled Creating
Climate Safe Streets, the need to reduce
the impact of the car and encourage active
movement was a leitmotif. Chris Martin (Ur-
ban Movement) showed examples of design
initiatives to make people-friendly streets
and encourage safe routes for children to
walk and cycle to school. Brian Deegan (Ur-
ban Movement) suggested solutions inspired
by other countries.

The afternoon‘s theme was Climate Re-
pair where design examples to tackle sea
level rises, extreme heat and poor air qual-
ity were presented. Kristina Hill (Institute of
Urban and Regional Development, University
of California, Berkeley) dealt with urban ar-
eas that need to adapt to flooding, including
San Francisco’s Bay Area facing rising water
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levels and seismic risks at the same time.
Zongbo Shi (University of Birmingham) ad-
dressed street geometry in order to reduce
the impact of pollution. She suggested that
trees were not always a solution although
if well placed, they could serve as a barrier
to emissions. Zero emissions must be the
goal, road traffic being the largest source of
pollution in urban areas. She advocated in-
tegrating air quality into design. Maya Negev
(University of Haifa) dealt with areas where
extreme heat and dryness is a reality now.
She presented cooling methods that did not
rely on high technology, and examples of
good and bad planting that were tolerant of
the dry conditions.

Community Sustainable Hubs were
the subject of Parisa Wright’s presentation
(Greener and Cleaner) A panel discussion
followed chaired by Chris Martin. Many more
ideas were presented and discussed, too
many to include here but worth watching on
the UDG website. @

Sebastian Loew, with assistance from
Malcolm Moor and Tim Hagyard
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Berlin Planwerk
Innenstadt, 1999
(Source: Berlin,
Senatsverwaltung fir
Stadtentwicklung und
Wohnen)

My Favourite Plan:
Mike Biddulph

Berlin Planwerk Innenstadt, 1999,

by Berlin Senatsverwaltung fir
Stadtentwicklung und Wohnen (Berlin
Inner City Planning Framework by
Berlin Senate Department for Urban
Development and Housing)

WHY I LIKE IT

Berlin is a city that | started to get to know

in 1996 when | went there for the first time
with my now wife, who is a German planner.
We stood in what is Potsdamer Platz today,
then the no-man’s-land of the Wall between
East and West Berlin, and wondered about
the scheme to redevelop this part of the

city, which can be visited today. Since then, |
have been back to the city many times, as an
academic and a tourist, and gradually pieced
together the rich tapestry of its design and
development, with layers of thinking building
up to the present result. It is a good example
of what Colin Rowe would characterise as

a collage city. This 1999 plan brings all of
those moments of history together on one
page and summarised what was in the pipe-
line following Reunification, as the capital
functions returned to the city. It is a kind of
index, giving citizens and investors a sense of
what has planning consent, and giving eve-
ryone an ordered sense of how the city will

develop. Within its detail are many interest-
ing and controversial schemes which can

be compared to some that are happening
closer to home. Is the Memorial to the Mur-
dered Jews of Europe a successful piece of
design? Would or should we rebuild a royal
palace today, if we were a republic? How are
the Critical Reconstruction neighbourhood
projects of the 1980s holding up today and
what can be learned from them? Although
originally drawn up in 1999, the plan is kept
up-to-date, presumably because it is useful.

HOW CAN IT BE USED OR APPLIED
When | moved from academia to practice,

I suggested to colleagues that we build a
model of Cardiff city centre and the bay for
our own reference and in order to keep a
similar record of what is built, what is in
the pipeline and what has consent. Built by
us over a few years using Sketchup, it has
become an invaluable tool which we can
open up at any time, and into which we can
quickly model and discuss new proposals
as part of our own internal design review
discussions. Sometimes we ping back to
applicants graphic suggestions and ideas
based on our conclusions, or clarify views or
areas for which we need more ideas. It took
me a while to realise that | had suggested
this because of the influence that the Berlin
plan had on me. In spite of the greater
certainties of the German planning process,
we are still able to use a similar tool, albeit
in a slightly more dynamic way, in our own
system. @

] Worschlag Parwerk
Boschende Flanung
| Langhissge Expiezunges
Packs und Genanisgen
Shechar dzong, Sgono i
Variehribenubigie Strallen

Mallstab a. 1:30.000

Current position

Urban designer with Cardiff Council in the
Placemaking Team

Design Commissioner, Design Commission
for Wales

RTPI Research Awards judge and member
of the RTPI Partnership Board helping to
accredit planning programmes

Experience
24 years in academia at Liverpool
University and Cardiff University
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UPDATE

Urban Design Library
#40

People and Plans, Essays on Urban
Problems and Solutions, Herbert J
Gans, 1968, Basic Books Inc

This book came out when | was studying
town planning at the Architectural Associa-
tion and it became one of the main texts on
the course where all of us were architects
‘converting’ to planning. It was an attack by
a sociologist-turned-planner on architect-
planners who then dominated the profession.
His criticism was addressed at what he called
environmental or physical fallacies: ‘that the
physical environment was a major determi-
nant of society and culture; and that only an
environment based on professional planning
principles could deliver the good life’. The
debate around these two claims continues to
this day.

The book is not just about this polem-
ic; it includes 29 essays, most of which had
already appeared over 20 years in vari-
ous publications covering a wide range of
planning issues. They generally concerned
the American situation at the time but with
universal relevance, including racial segrega-
tion, urban poverty and the failure of urban
renewal to eliminate them, suburban life, in-
ner cities, and even the relationship between
outdoor recreation and mental health. Not
all of Gans’ arguments have stood the test of
time, but they are striking in their range and
the way that they can stimulate debate even
today.

Like his contemporary Jane Jacobs,
many of his findings went against the grain,
and although the two agreed on what was
wrong with city planning, Gans disagreed
fundamentally with her suggestions, which
he considered narrow and middle class. A
whole essay in the book is dedicated to ar-
guing with her: ‘Her blanket indictment of

planners detracts from the persuasiveness of
the other proposals and antagonizes people
who might agree with her on many points’.
Their disagreement seemed to have focused
on whether neighbourhoods should be di-
verse or homogeneous in order to promote
sociability. Reading this today, with Jacobs
something of an untouchable saint, it is fairly
refreshing!

Gans’ approach to planning was based
on sociology, his first discipline. His influ-
ence on my generation was far-reaching
and it had the effect of distancing planning
from architecture. The establishment of the
Urban Design Group was a reaction to this
and an attempt, only partly successfully, to
reconcile the two professions. The world has
moved on: the situation that Gans was facing
- poor housing, poverty, social inequality,
racism - is still the same, but environmen-
tal issues were not on the agenda at the time
and now dominate it. Also at the time, white
middle class Americans were fleeing the city,
whilst today (or at least pre-COVID) they are
returning to it. Therefore, some of the issues
are different and require newer approaches,
but many of the Gans’ observations are still
valid.

This book and others by the author (Lev-
ittown for example, probably his best know)
face the problems of their day and try to of-
fer alternative solutions that are not based
on received formulae or on the assump-
tion that physical form will affect behaviour.
He sees the role of research as a means of
understanding what people wish for their
area and considers planning as a way ‘to
maximise the choices people can make in
all spheres of life’. Gans is convinced that
poverty and racism are American society’s
fundamental problems and he does not
believe that planning can solve them. The
essays in Part 2 of this book suggest that
planning should be ‘goal oriented’, explain-
ing that it is the people’s goals that need
to be identified in a process that is far from
simple or evident. Developing this theme, he
discusses the relationship between outdoor
recreation and mental health arguing that it
is more complex than policy-makers assume;
he wonders for instance whether public open
space responds to people’s needs any better
than a small back yard. Post-pandemic, this
is a text worth revisiting.

Several essays in parts 3 and 4 deal with
suburbs and urban renewal, the two key
planning issues at the time. Overall, Gans
defends the suburbs against the attacks
of the planning profession: he sees them
as responding well to most middle class
Americans’ wishes, and reflects that their
social homogeneity makes for more success-
ful communities. He doesn’t see suburbs
as problem-free however, and one essay
suggests how to improve residents’ lives.
Turning to the ‘urban crisis’ caused by pover-
ty and segregation in inner cities, he attacks
urban renewal programmes that end up dis-
placing existing residents and not benefitting
them. Amongst his many recommendations,

URBAN DESIGN — WINTER 2022 — ISSUE 161

he suggests that ‘redevelopment should be
pursued primarily for the benefit of the com-
munity as a whole and the people who live in
the slum area’. Plus ¢a change...

Re-reading my old and well-worn copy of
this book, | am amazed by the number of bits
that | underlined. Many of the statements
marked seem a bit obvious today but were
quasi-revolutionary at the time; many are
still challenging. Even if some of Gans’ argu-
ments have become common knowledge and
he sounds a bit old-fashioned, he is still very
relevant and on occasions surprisingly per-
ceptive and fresh. The book is definitely part
of the urban design canon.

Urban designers will no doubt find the
lack of illustrations in the book very dis-
appointing and it certainly is. But | was
reminded of my tutor at the AA; as we
discussed the text, she said with great satis-
faction: ‘that shows that you are no longer an
architect’. It was meant as a compliment and
we took it as such! @

Sebastian Loew

READ ON

Jane Jacobs (1961), The Death and Life of
Great American Cities, Random House

Louis Wirth, ‘Urbanism as a Way of Life’ in
AM. Rose, ed. (1962), Human Behaviour and
Social Processes, Houghton Mifflin

Robert Goodman (1972), After the Planners,
Penguin Books

Peter Hall (2014), Good Cities, Better Lives,
How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of
Urbanism, Routledge

Manuel Castells (2000), The Rise of the
Network Society (Second Edition), Blackwell
Publishing



Climate Change
Digest Global

This edition draws together some of the most
useful documents and research launched or
promoted at COP26.

Climate Framework
The Cross-Industry Action Group which com-
prises volunteers representing various built
environment professional institutes, member
organisations and academic institutions has
launched the Climate Framework. The role
of the Climate Framework is ‘to cross-pol-
linate experiences and expertise across the
industry, embracing all disciplines, and cre-
ating a shared curriculum framework as well
as a platform for holistic climate knowledge’.
It’s a beautifully simple idea and the result is
a regularly updated library of the most useful
guidance on addressing climate change for
all those in the built environment sector. The
information is arranged by theme, level of
detail and type of content, and once you’ve
mastered the search engine, this will prove
one of the most useful sources of guidance
at your disposal. We strongly encourage you
to take a look and sign up.
https://www.climateframework.com/

Architects Declare’s Practice Guide
Architects Declare has developed a Prac-
tice Guide to help signatories convert their
declaration into meaningful action and build
momentum within their practice. The first
part is a Practice Roadmap that provides five
steps to transform design businesses along-
side some useful links to further advice.
The second part is a Project Design Guide,
which emphasises regenerative design and
what this means for individual schemes. It’s
a very accessible document and achieves a
good balance between clear headlines and
detailed advice.
https://www.architectsdeclare.com/resources
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Beating the Heat

World Resources

LETI guides

LETI (The London Energy Transformation
Initiative) has recently launched the Climate
Emergency Retrofit guide and this joins a
suite of documents including the Climate
Emergency Design Guide and the Embodied
Carbon Primer. Whilst produced within the
London context, they form some of the best
guidance for urban designers across the

UK looking to achieve critical thresholds in
climate positive design.

https://www.leti.london/retrofit
https://www.leti.london/cedg

RTPI/TCPA The Climate Crisis Guide

This introductory-level guide provides an
overview of UK policy and legislation which
can be used to address climate change at a
local level and explains how this should be
interpreted in local development plan and
development management processes. It’s a
useful resource to point clients and local au-
thorities towards where changes are needed
in policy to support more sustainable urban
design strategies.

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/planning-for-climate
change

TCPA Practical Guide - Building climate
resilient large-scale new communities

This guide explores the overarching require-
ments of a successful adaptation strategy.

It provides recommendations on the head-
lines and for delivery on the ground. It is
very much a guide for planners but has some
useful detail in case studies on overheating
and SUDS.

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/tcpa-practical-
guides-guide-14-building-climate-resilient-
large-scale-new-communities

First Steps in Urban Heat

A short, easy to digest guide that sets out

and illustrates the practical interventions

designers need to make to manage urban

heat and the evidence behind the advice.
https://www.tdag.org.uk/

Beating the Heat: A Sustainable Cooling
Handbook for Cities

This handbook advocates a whole-system
approach to optimally address urban

UKGBC: Financing

UPDATE 7

cooling. It sets out how this is achieved

and provides a wealth of case studies to
exemplify the approach from Barcelona to
Ljubljana. A number of tables are included in
the guide which will prove particularly useful
to designers as they outline key interventions
and the trigger points for introducing them.
Chapter 6 is entitled Heat-resilient Urban
Design and Infrastructure and should be a
focus for urban designers.

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/
beating-heat-sustainable-cooling-handbook-
cities

World Resources Report: Towards a More
Equal City

This four-page report promotes a new
approach to cities, centred on providing
equitable access to services. It offers seven
crucial transformations under the themes of
Reimagine urban service provision, Include
the excluded and Create the enabling condi-
tions for lasting change.

https://www.wri.org/initiatives/cities-all-
towards-more-equal-city

UKGBC: Financing the Built Asset Adapta-
tion Gap

The UKGBC has issued a report of a discus-
sion forum focused on how the adaptation of
the built stock can be achieved. It advocates
the IGNITION finance model and the report
provides some useful costings for adapting
existing neighbourhoods.

https://www.ukgbc.org/ukgbc-work/financing-
the-built-asset-adaptation-gap-short-report/

Citigen Energy Centre

The UK’s largest heating and cooling system
is to be installed at E.ON’s Citigen energy
centre in central London. It will use heat
pump technology at a large scale to generate
4MW heating capacity (equivalent to heating
2,300 homes) and 2.8MW cooling capacity,
with energy stored in boreholes 200m below
ground.

https://environmentjournal.online/articles/heat-
from-the-earth-will-heat-londons-buildings/ @

Jane Manning with Joanna Wright,
Mitch Cooke and Julie Futcher

For key sources of information and further
reading. Simply hold your smartphone over
the QR code whilst in camera mode and
you will be taken to the relevant web page.

Citigen Energy Centre
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8 BEHIND THE IMAGE

From Broad Street to
Broad Meadow, Oxford

A wide historic street and car park has been
transformed into a temporary park in the city centre,
one of the city’s largest public spaces

In each issue of Behind the Image, one of our contributors visits a contem-
porary public space from around the world. The photography tries to reveal
an alternative perspective on a familiar precedent, famous space or place.
These images illustrate how the public space works in practice: exploring
its features (designed and unintended), and the way it relates to the sur-
rounding context. @

Alice Raggett, Lionel Eid, George Garofalakis, Elizabeth Lancaster, Imogen Blaikie
and Laura-Dodds Hebron

Testing for the future: throughout the summer, the temporary space was used to host an extensive programme of community events and it has been extended to
accommodate the annual Arts Market during Autumn. Oxford City Council have been consulting the public on their views about the initiative and whether Broad
Street has the potential to become permanently pedestrianised.
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Space for play: the removal of vehicles and introduction of floorspace artwork
by Bryony Benge-Abbott has created simple, safe and attractive play zones for
children.

BEHIND THE IMAGE
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Edges: car parking spaces have been reclaimed for outdoor seating areas
associated with nearby cafés, to create a more animated edge to the public

i

Urban greening: the typically hard, asphalted character of Broad Street has been softened through various forms of urban greening including the planting of
young trees, the introduction of wildflower meadows and a sequence of grass lawns. Raised beds are arranged in an informal manner throughout the street,
creating varied pockets of space for children to climb, explore and play, and for adults to gather and chat.

i

Movement: despite the changes to reduce the dominance of vehicles and
create more space for pedestrians, Broad Street has retained access for
bicycles with a two-way cycle route through the scheme, encouraging
permeability through the area.

Reuse: the Council prioritised using local suppliers and recycled materials, and
is working on reuse plans for the furniture and as much of the infrastructure as
possible. The space features wooden seating and planters made from pallets
used to transport vaccines and medical equipment during the pandemic.
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Urban Design in
Scandinavia and
the Nordic Region

Looking from the outside, Scandinavia and the
Nordic region can sometimes be hard to pin
down as cultural — or even precise geographical

— entities. However, within the region itself, most
people would agree that a number of shared
themes and interests unite the Nordic countries.
A common approach to public investment, shared
design traditions and a strong legislative focus on
environmental issues are common themes across
the region, with a commonality of intent that
perhaps manifests itself most clearly in the design
of cities and the urban environment.

The question of overlapping identities, both
linguistically and culturally, is also an integral
historical part of the Nordic region. The term
Scandinavia generally applies to Sweden, Norway
and Denmark, which have similar languages that
are, for the main part, mutually understandable.
The word Nordic refers to these three countries,
plus Iceland and Finland. Icelandic and Finnish are
not immediately comprehensible to speakers of
the three Scandinavian languages. Nevertheless,
Danish is widely spoken in Iceland and Swedish is
an official language in Finland, appearing alongside
Finnish on street names in many cities.

Cultural and linguistic similarities allow for a large
amount of cross-border collaboration on city
planning, architectural and urban design projects,
yet the differences in approach are still large
enough to allow for a healthy exchange of ideas
between Nordic cities.

The Nordic Council was founded in 1952 to
foster cooperation between the Nordic countries.
Climate change and sustainable development
are two of its core policy areas. Interestingly,
despite the high level of political and economic
cooperation between the five Nordic countries,
only three are members of the EU, three are in
NATO (only Denmark is in both) and just one
(Finland) is in the Eurozone. The informal nature of
this loose-fit model for Nordic cooperation might
be its strength, allowing for a number of different
political relationships with the rest of Europe and

internationally, yet still enabling close co-operation
on socio-economic and environmental issues at a
regional level.

The Nordic countries have a shared social and
economic model that led, historically speaking, to
some of the poorest countries in Europe rapidly
developing into one of the most prosperous
regions in Europe in the post-war era. Nordic cities
are also consistently rated amongst the highest

in the world across a number of quality of life and
economic equality indicators.

The key political debate in the Nordic countries
now is the question of how to both maintain and
more precisely target investment programmes

in order to sustain the traditionally high levels

of economic participation compared to most

of Europe, as well as the high levels of trust

in public institutions this invariably creates. If

the high cost, but globally competitive, Nordic
business and socio-economic models are to be
sustained, investment in cities will need to be
more strategically targeted towards reducing
creeping economic imbalances and the lack of
social inclusion experienced in many Nordic cities
in recent years. In this context, a rapidly globalising
world presents both challenges and opportunities.

Likewise for individual cities, environmental
challenges also present opportunities in terms

of urban infrastructure upgrades, green space
enhancement, design innovation and job creation.
The articles in this issue act as a patchwork of
overlapping themes and, occasionally, contrasting
approaches taken from a range of planning scales
and projects across the Nordic region, but with
sustainability and environmental design quality as a
common thread and thematic focus.

In very different times, the Danish writer Hans
Christian Andersen wrote that ‘to travel is to live’.
| hope readers enjoy this journal-based journey. @

Paul Woodville, guest topic editor, architect and urban planner, HRTB
Arkitekter, Oslo. Course leader at the University of Oslo, and external
examiner and guest lecturer, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology
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Cities for Friends
and Lovers

Paul Woodyville discusses Oslo’s car-free
city centre plans

famously asked why we can’t just ‘forget the damned motor

car and build cities for friends and lovers’. This is a frustra-
tion frequently shared by design practitioners, planning authori-
ties and developers alike, given the huge amount of time and
often sub-optimum economic resources that are spent dealing
with the consequences of using cars, from road access and noise
pollution, to parking and pedestrian safety. And this even before
the wider environmental impacts and economic costs beyond an
individual project’s boundaries are taken into account.

Jane Jacobs took Mumford’s point even further proclaiming
that it was ‘not the TV or illegal drugs, but the automobile that
has been the chief destroyer of American communities’. Of
course, not all communities are urban. Many social historians
have pointed out that the introduction of Henry Ford’s mass-
produced Model T cars directly contributed to rural develop-
ment by bringing isolated rural communities closer together,
while also opening up a wider range of employment, education
and life options. As a young man growing up in rural Michigan,
Henry Ford himself ‘couldn’t wait to get out of the farm’, a senti-
ment shared by many people who grew up in isolated rural and
suburban communities, lacking local employment opportunities
and badly served by public transport.

Few aspects of urban planning in Norway are quite as politi-
cally and culturally divisive as transport planning, often pitting
individual against collective interests and urban against rural Liveabil

. . . . iveability Programme.
voters, with suburbs and small towns inevitably endingup asthe  goyrce: The City of
key political battlegrounds in many elections. Oslo

I ewis Mumford, the American critic and urban planner,

1 Concept plan for
Oslo’s Car-Free
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In recent years there has been a grow-
ing tension between commuters driving
into Oslo city centre from the suburbs and
the surrounding region, and its residents.
Oslo has a history of being one of the
most pro-pedestrian or anti-car cities in
Europe. With the exception of a few busy
roads, the vast majority of pedestrian
crossings in Oslo are pedestrian-priority
crossings. Oslo was also one of the first
cities in Europe to introduce congestion
charging, which still causes heated debate
today.

An even more striking policy proposal
was put forward by the Green Party in
the run-up to the 2015 local elections:
to transform Oslo into Europe’s largest
car-free city centre. The 2015 Oslo city
elections were won by a Labour-Green
Party coalition who immediately set to
work implementing this flagship policy.

FROM POLITICAL POLICY TO
PLANNING PRACTICE

The subsequent question of how this
policy might be implemented in practice
required a degree of clarification. The
exact definition of car-free was never
set out during the election campaign
itself. Would it still be possible to deliver
goods by van? What about residents and
disabled access?

The task of developing an imple-
mentation programme was handed to
Oslo’s city planning authorities, working
in partnership with some of Norway’s
leading urban design and mobility plan-
ning consultants. Together with various
sub-projects, this huge urban planning



programme is called Bilfritt Byliv (The Car-Free Liveability
Programme), and the process was also intended to help develop
a shared definition of a ‘car-free city centre’.

Initially the term city centre was easy to define. Oslo has
three concentric ring-roads: an outer ring-road (Ring 3), an
inner-city ring-road (Ring 2), and a city centre ring-road (Ring
1). During the election campaign, the proposed extent of the
car-free zone was to be contained within and broadly by Ring 1.
In terms of size, this zone effectively encompasses most of Oslo’s
central retail, leisure and business district. It is believed to be the
largest car-free zone project in Europe, apart from Venice.

The term car-free has taken somewhat longer to define.
Alongside comprehensive community and business consultation
processes, a series of pop-up projects were quickly established to
test out how city centre streets might be used and redesigned for
pedestrian use. Rather than simply banning car access overnight,
this approach has allowed for a transitional phase whereby
policy measures and physical design changes can be introduced
gradually and tested before full implementation, in order to give
businesses and user groups time to adapt.

One of the most immediate changes in this initial phase was
the removal of all on-street parking spaces in the city centre.
However, dedicated spaces for disabled access were retained,
and the total number of disabled spaces was increased as a
whole. As on-street parking was gradually removed, this freed
up large areas of hitherto unusable street space for new uses.
Alternative uses were tested in a series of temporary and semi-
permanent streetscape projects, from children’s playgrounds to
pocket parks, outdoor cinemas and sculpture parks.

An even more fundamental element of the programme is
gradually being implemented across the city centre. As part of
the ongoing process of closing off streets to traffic and convert-
ing secondary streets to strictly one-way or cul-de-sac access
streets for delivery vehicles, through-traffic has now more or
less been removed from the city centre. Extensive analysis and
evaluation of these trial measures has formed the basis for pro-
ducing a new legally-binding zoning plan that now covers every
street and public square in Oslo city centre. This zoning plan
quite literally provides a roadmap for further design measures
that will be implemented over the coming years.

Even before this initial phase of testing and evaluation was
concluded, online protest groups were set up by those opposed
to the programme. A new political party was established to cam-
paign against Oslo’s congestion charging scheme and the ongo-
ing Car-Free Liveability Programme. This party gained four seats
in the 2019 Oslo city elections. Nonetheless, the Labour-Green
Party coalition behind the programme retained their majority,
with the Green Party gaining even more votes in 2019 than it did
in the 2015 election.

Opinion polls covering a demographically representative
sample of the population also show that the majority of people
in Oslo are in favour of the car-free programme. The major-
ity also agree that the centre of Oslo should be ‘as car-free as
possible’. There was also a direct correlation between levels of
support for the Car-Free Liveability Programme and the age of
respondents, with younger people overwhelmingly in favour of
the programme.

URBAN QUALITY AND CAR-FREE LIVEABILITY

When he moved to Los Angeles, the architecture critic Rayner
Banham wrote that as a city specifically designed for the car

Los Angeles could only ever be fully appreciated from behind

a steering wheel. Compact city centres with historic street pat-
terns not originally designed to accommodate cars, however,
pose an entirely different set of questions. Like a lot of European
cities, Oslo has medieval origins, but its urban core proper has a
street pattern based upon a Renaissance-era city plan that was
expanded with neoclassical urban extensions during the 19th
century period of industrial expansion. The car was a latecomer
to Oslo’s streetscape and certainly not part of its original plans.
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2 The approved city
centre zoning plan for
Oslo’s Car-Free
Liveability Programme.
Source: The City of
Oslo

Nonetheless, almost all major urban
change will cause uncertainty and inevita-
bly political friction.

Comparisons have been made with
the introduction of smoking bans in pubs
and restaurants in most European cities.
Before this legislation was enacted, peo-
ple assumed that it would lead to a wide-
spread decline in the city centre economy,
whereas in fact the opposite occurred as
new user groups and spending patterns
emerged and people started to use city
centres differently.

Even before the Car-Free Liveability
Programme was enacted, only seven per
cent of shoppers in Oslo city centre trav-
elled into the city centre by car. Despite
the ever-increasing restrictions and strict
barriers to car use, detailed market data
for the period leading up to 2019 (prior to
the pandemic) suggests that Oslo city cen-
tre’s retail economy as a whole performed
similarly to other retail destinations in
Oslo. In the same period, market data also
shows that restaurants and cafes expe-
rienced substantially greater turnover
growth compared to other destinations.
One of the reasons behind this is that as
people begin to report increasingly higher
levels of satisfaction with the urban envi-
ronment, they visit the city centre more
frequently and use it for longer periods
of time. As more of the retail economy
moves online, this might ultimately
prove to be the saviour of the city centre
economy, while car-based shopping
centres increasingly struggle to compete
with the improved leisure, cultural and
dining offers in city centre-based retail
destinations.

Extensive research carried out by
Norway’s Institute for Transport Eco-
nomics into the impacts of the car-free
programme on mobility patterns found
that some of the biggest challenges
were initially experienced by delivery
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companies. However, many logistics companies have now
established mini distribution terminals at the edge of Oslo city
centre where packages delivered by road can be transferred to
electric bicycle-driven trailers. Noise and air pollution levels are

also reducing, with all the public health benefits that this entails.

Moreover in 2019 Oslo reported its first ever year without a
single child, pedestrian or cyclist being killed by a car.
Anecdotal evidence alone is no substitute for the detailed
analysis of air quality, road safety and noise data. Yet, as with
processes for measuring occupant comfort inside buildings,
occupant comfort in the spaces between buildings also ulti-
mately comes down to understanding how people experience
environments as a totality and the more subjective feedback
that they provide on this. Although not yet completely car-free,
visitors to Oslo almost invariably comment on the relative lack
of cars and the startlingly low traffic noise in the city centre. In
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3 One of the many
electric cycle delivery
vehicles now in use in
central Oslo. Source:
Posten

4 Fridtjof Nansen
Square Source: The
City of Oslo and Oslo
City Museum

5 The same place
today formerly a busy
roundabout and well-
used car park

arecent letter to one of Norway’s leading
newspapers, Aftenposten, a visitor from
Norway’s west coast, who had not been
to Oslo for several decades, wrote how
astounded they were by the changes and
concluded that ‘the human being had
finally been reinstated over the car as the
most important object in the city’.

The initial zone for the Car-Free
Liveability Programme has recently
been expanded to encompass an area to
the immediate east of the central busi-
ness district. The outer limits of Oslo’s
vehicle congestion charging zone (which
covers most inner districts) have also
been extended several times in recent
years. As both zones have been expanded
before, there is a real possibility of them
being expanded many more times as
development densities increase and the
corresponding public transport offer
improves accordingly. Another key driver
for further change is the rapidly-changing
demographic of people living in Oslo
and their very different priorities and
lifestyle choices compared to preceding
generations.

A NEW NORMAL?
The term ‘peak car’ is used to refer to the
point at which car usage peaks in cities.
Oslo reached peak car over a decade ago.
This can partly be explained by changing
mobility and employment patterns; how-
ever, it is also due to fact that the propor-
tion of young people taking driving tests
has also peaked and continues to fall.
Several decades before the current
Labour-Green Party coalition was elected,
anewly-elected local politician invited a
group of architects and urban planners to
dinner to ask for their opinions on future
directions for the city; their suggestion:
‘Whatever you do, do not ban cars from
the main high street in central Oslo’. This
group of architects and planners were
born in the immediate post-war era. As
Oslo’s Car-Free Liveability Programme
becomes a reality, this generation might
end up being one of the few who, for
the majority of their working lives,
experienced Oslo filled with car traffic
and witnessed its main public spaces
being used as car parks, for a number of
decades. The Canadian novelist Margaret
Atwood, once wrote that ‘normal is what
you are used to’. @

Paul Woodville
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Bioclimatic Urbanism:
Ideas from Arctic Sweden

David Chapman describes how the country adapts to its harsh

and changing climate

1

populated by polar bears and military activity, and a place

of high resource opportunity and geo-political tensions
over assets, trade and movement. To its circumpolar community
of around 4.5 million people, the region is a northern sea with
a southern coastline of communities spanning Europe, Russia,
Canada and America. The European Arctic (Finland, Norway
and Sweden) is highly urbanised with a population of around 1.5
million people.

Its urban centres are small in comparison to other parts of
Europe: Tromse in Norway has a population of 70,000, Luled in
Sweden around 50,000 and Oulu in Finland around 180,000,
yet the settlements have high levels of services and facilities.

T o0 many, the Arctic is a barren environment of snow and ice

URBAN DESIGN FOR WINTER CONDITIONS

Urban designers in cities and regions are trying to address
issues that come under the sustainability umbrella, such as the
UN Sustainable Development Goals, green transition, circular
processes, accessible life spaces, equality in mobility and more.
Smaller settlement sizes (and footprints) mean that most
European Arctic settlements are compact and many have denser
urban centres, good public transport, infrastructure for walking
and cycling, and easy access to nature.

1 Luled, Sweden. The
city’s winter ice road

is an ephemeral route
for soft mobility and an
important public space
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Oulu for example is a summer and
winter cycling city. In Sweden Luled has a
well-developed electric bus network. Skel-
leftea is just about to complete one of the
world’s most advanced and largest timber
buildings: a new City Culture House and
hotel complex. Kiruna is a settlement
that is famously being rebuilt to enable
future resource extraction. Overall, urban
design in Arctic Sweden places significant
emphasis on making places compact and
attractive. However, attractiveness in
Scandinavia is a concept that goes further
than being pleasing or appealing. Broadly
speaking, attractiveness in Swedish urban
design is produced by addressing societal
challenges and local opportunities which
could be translated as ‘think global, act
local’ in design terms. A major opportu-
nity for Arctic settlements is winter itself.

In Swedish Arctic urban design, this
idea of attractiveness has two major chal-
lenges at the settlement scale: significant
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seasonal climate variation and rapid climate change, which
point to an approach of bioclimatic urbanism.

Luled is a coastal town located just below the Arctic Circle.
It is the capital of Norrbotten, the country’s northern-most
region and classed as a winter city. This is because in winter
temperatures stay below zero, precipitation falls mainly as
snow, and these conditions extend for up to half the year. As
the settlement is high-latitude, the winters are also dark with
little sunlight. In summer, the situation is almost the complete
opposite: the months of June and July have almost 24-hour
sunlight and cloudless skies. The region’s long coastline and
sandy beaches attract tourists from across Europe. To put this
in context, last December Luled had a total of just 5 hours of
sunlight in the month and in January the temperature was well
below -30°C, but it was still the Swedish city with the highest
number of sun hours for the year, and recorded some of the
highest summer temperatures.

In the European Arctic, it is important to try to imagine
that the winter weather is powerful enough to force a physical
change in landscape and settlement forms. The interaction
between built form and the winter season creates a hybrid
public realm in winter, by design and by nature. Importantly,
this interaction is powerful enough to alter some urban con-
cepts usually considered static. For example, changes happen
at the townscape scale of a settlement, the image of the city, its
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2 Skelleftea Sweden.
The city’s highly
designed waterfront is
lost with winter snow
3 Lulea, Sweden.
Climate change is
deeply affecting
Swedish winters
making the public
realm dangerous

for pedestrians and
cyclists

legibility, the urban structure, the net-
work of streets and spaces, right down to
the details of streets.

The European Arctic is also a highly
attractive tourist destination with
visitors seeking high-latitude winter
cities to explore life above the Arctic
Circle, the delights of snow, frozen
seas and the mythical properties of the
Northern Lights. The population of
Rovaniemi in Finland is circa 50,000
and before COVID-19 the city received
around 500,000 tourists a year, which is
projected to double by 2030. With most
tourists visiting for winter, this creates
significant safety issues, as people are
unfamiliar with the Arctic conditions.

It also creates management and service
problems as the settlement has major
seasonal swings in human density.

CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGES

All of this is complicated further by
climate change. Conditions in Lulea,
Rovaniemi and Tromsg are rapidly
changing as a result of it and are experi-
encing double-speed climate change and
‘arctic amplification’: climate change
speeds up the closer you are to the North
or South Poles.

The average temperature of Norr-
botten has risen over 2°C in the past
20 years which has created far more
complexities for urban design than this
small number suggests. The average
temperature is now above 0°C, which
means that there are many more design
challenges related to rain and ice, where
historically snow and dry air were the
major issues to contend with. It also
means that temperatures in winter are
now fluctuating rapidly. Today, they can
vary by 20-30°C within hours, creating
a diversity of issues, such as a lack of
ambient lighting, stronger winds and
local flooding. There is also less cer-
tainty about how weather conditions will
be during the day, significantly affecting
people’s mobility choices.

These are the complexities of winter
cities and the experience of extreme
climate variation (from -30°C to +30°C
across the year) in the context of rapid
climate change. This has been noted by
the IPCC’s latest report highlighting the
risks to Arctic coastal settlements and
the need for future scenario modelling.

Traditionally in winter cities, the
established urban design principles
are to maximise solar access, reduce
wind and manage snow. However, with
a developing knowledge base in winter
city urbanism and climate change, it is
clear that winter has far wider implica-
tions for urban design.

Recent research into winter cities
shows that people’s use of the city in win-
tertime is a product of the interaction
between urban form and winter condi-
tions. It has also shown that people’s
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The average winter
temperature is now above
0°C, which means that
there are many more
design challenges related
to rain and ice, where
historically snow and dry
air were the major issues to
contend with

mobility choices and public space use is changing with on-going
climate change. Here climate change is a lived experience with a
major impact in winter.

ADAPTED DESIGN APPROACHES

To address this, new approaches in urban design focus on
designing for winter: blue-green planning becomes blue-green-
white planning addressing the design of spaces turned white by
winter snow. These strategies address the structure, function
and design of public areas, spaces, streets and paths with snow,
slush and ice. They seek to establish an attractive built environ-
ment where walking and cycling are prioritised and inviting as
everyday activities all year round. Because the winter season

is dark, these plans also address the structure, function and
design of an area’s lighting system. At a technical level, these
plans must address how urban form is modified by the winter
season, the effects on the network of streets and spaces, and the
implications for urban space management, especially related to
the sustainable removal and storage of snow.

However, it is important to remember that there is no ‘one
size fits all’ approach to the design of winter cities. Plans need
to be seen in the local context and the local implications of
seasonal climate variation.

These types of seasonal plans are being piloted in settle-
ments such as Luled and Kiruna through initiatives such as the
Kiruna Sustainability Centre. In part, the importance of this
type of bioclimatic urbanism is the understanding that if we are
going to achieve the targets for climate change, sustainability
and green transition, we will need to bring forward urban design
ideas that work all year round and not just in the brief summer
season.

0ddly, in Arctic Sweden the worst conditions for city use
occur when temperatures are close to 0°C. These temperatures
are increasingly common due to global warming and produce
cold rain, wind, slush and ice, all of which are major barriers
to mobility. So in the future the Arctic may have much to learn
from more southern locations. @

4 Byske, Sweden.
Norwegian tourists
visit northern Sweden
bringing a significant
benefit to the economy
5 Top: Section through
the urban form of the
street. Middle: Section
of the street including
winter snow and ice

David Chapman, Associate Professor, University of Stavanger in Norway,
and Senior Lecturer, Luled University of Technology in Sweden

This article draws on research from the Architecture Group at Luled

University of Technology, and a detailed background can be found in:

Chapman, D., & Larsson, A. (2021). Practical Urban Planning for Winter
Cycling; Lessons from a Swedish pilot study. Journal of Transport &
Health, 21, 101060.

Larsson, A., & Chapman, D. (2020). Perceived impact of meteorological ]
conditions on the use of public space in winter settlements. deposns..B_ottom:
International Journal of Biometeorology, 64, 631-642. The remaining space

Chapman, D., & Larsson, A. (2019). Toward an Integrated Model for Soft- comprising the public

Mobility. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health, 16, 3669. realm in winter
6 Luled Sweden:

Residential streets can
all but disappear in
winter
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A Feminist Approach
to Promoting Social
Sustainability

Bettina Werner and Amalie Gammelgaard show how to

achieve inclusive urban spaces

A

1
4 All forms of urban planning draw on a cluster of

assumptions about the ‘typical’ urban citizen: their

daily travel plans, needs, desires, and values. Shock-
ingly, this citizen is a man. A breadwinning husband and father,
able-bodied, heterosexual, white, and cis-gender.” (Leslie Kern
Feminist City, 2020).

Historically, feminist and urban scholars have made research
contributions about gender and the city. These contributions
highlight one issue in particular: there is a continuous need for
further research, acknowledgement and examples of feminist
urban planning, and engagement with gender.

Unfortunately, examples of urban interventions that
specifically address gender are few. Even though urban plan-
ning is more participatory in relation to citizen engagement,
statutory planning processes have limited influence on different
communities within a city. Scholars and organisations such as
the United Nations and the World Health Organisation have
published and suggested methods, frameworks, checklists and
other tools targeting gender awareness and sensitivity in the
urban planning agenda. However, this knowledge seems to get
lost in translation when attempts to realise these theories and
ideas in real-life urban interventions are carried out by planners,
architects and other city makers.

1 The painted stairs
during Carpark Festival
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The project Buens Torv is one attempt
to emphasise existing knowledge about
gender in urbanism, and to foster social
sustainability in the local community.
Social sustainability has arguably received
less attention in public discourse than
economic or environmental sustainabil-
ity. Social sustainability addresses wellbe-
ing on a societal scale, including factors
of equity such as welfare, education and
equal opportunities, as well as social
cohesion and gender equality. Inclusive
design processes and community engage-
ment are cornerstones in designing for
social sustainability. It is important to
understand how to build community in
the design process and enhance opportu-
nities for community members to exercise
democratic participation in the decisions
that concern them.

A feminist approach to architecture
and urban design emphasises intersec-
tionality — the interconnected nature of



social categories such as race, class and gender — and our embod-
ied experiences when visiting both familiar and new places.
Feminist architecture actively seeks to design and co-create
spaces with women, non-binary people and other marginalised
groups (racially, socially or economically), with a strong belief
that such a design will benefit all users of the space and promote
social sustainability.

In a collaborative project with social entrepreneurs URBAN13
and architecture firm AIMbyliv, COurban design collective are
developing a pilot project on the border of Copenhagen and
Frederiksberg municipalities. Under the main highway bridge
Bispeengbuen, Buens Torv, which loosely translates as ‘the
bridge square’, is an attempt to create physical interventions in
a public space based on a feminist theory of design, architecture
and planning, giving careful consideration to continuous citizen
involvement in the process, with a strong emphasis on women
and girls’ use of the space.

Whilst we often refer to women and girls’ experiences of
public space, we are of course aware that trans, queer and non-
binary people’s experiences differ greatly to those of both cis-
men and cis-women. However, similar to other fields of research,
there is a lack of sex and gender-disaggregated data in the field
of urbanism. In order to address issues with gender mainstream-
ing by continuing a binary categorisation of men and women, the
project has emphasised an intersectional approach as a tool to
reveal the complexity of gendered experiences, also touching on
tensions with race, ethnicity, class and age.

WOMEN’S LIVED EXPERIENCES AND URBAN HEALTH
Women’s experiences are arguably different to men’s experi-
ences. The way in which we perceive and behave in public spaces
is determined by a series of gendered notions relating to what

is expected of the body that we live in. Our perceptions of safety
and trust may have a great impact on if and how we decide to
use and spend time in a public space. As women, we experience
safety in the city and the area that we are working in differ-
ently to our cis-male friends or colleagues. Kern reflects on the
validity of such individual experiences saying: ‘While my own
embodied experiences aren’t universal, I know they resonate
because women have been talking and writing and sometimes
shouting about these issues ever since urban life became a press-
ing social concern’. Besides safety, there are many other layers
that play a part in whether or not we use a public space and how
it makes us feel. Factors of wellbeing (e.g. noise pollution, access
to green areas, active transportation) that we have encountered
through our work as social scientists and urbanists enable us

to define behavioural patterns, and identify areas of challenges
and opportunities to improve and make our urban spaces more
inclusive.

When moving the COurban office to the area under Bispeeng-
buen in October 2019 and observing day-to-day life in the area,
we noticed that the majority of users were young men. This
raised questions of how the area could become more appealing
to a greater diversity of people, and it called for more formal
observations, a digital survey and data recording on the users of
the space to understand the circumstances that we were trying to
intervene in.

Through our work with health-promoting urban design,
we also know that our cities can support mental, social and
physical health if the context is compelling. However, physical
health is often associated with physical activity, an area where
we see great variations in engagement depending on different
demographic groups. Many urban opportunities for exercise are
dominated by young men, and the area under Bispeengbuen is
no exception. This challenge can be tackled in different ways.
There could be a focus on designing other types of space for
physical activities to attract a more diverse user group. We could
focus on creating spaces for passive activities that enhance social
and mental health for an individual’s overall wellbeing. The latter
is emphasised in the project Buens Torv.

2 The basketball court
and clubhouse

3 Girls from Street
Society have
participated in the
process.
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A FEMINIST URBAN PILOT PROJECT
Buens Torv was created as an urban

development project which, across
professions, disciplines and involvement,
explores feminist architecture and equal-
ity in a public space in Denmark. The area
under Bispeengbuen has a history of host-
ing undesirable activities such as drug
dealing; it is dark, concrete-heavy and it
is hard to get an overview of the area. All
of these would in theory make any public
space feel unsafe. In the last few years,
URBAN13 has been developing the area
and step-by-step they have introduced
more facilities and interventions. The
main built features today are a culture
house, a shared office space and a diner.
After the first year on site, URBAN13
together with several local associations
raised funding to build street sports
facilities.
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With our background in social science and many years’ expe-
rience working with citizen participation, a thorough involve-
ment process has been important from the start. We decided to
gather a small reference group of some of the girls and young
women already using the sports facilities in the area. As they
were familiar with parts of the area, they could give important
first-hand accounts of their experiences both alone and with
their friends or family members. The girls and women in the
reference group also represent different ethnic groups.

The interventions in Buens Torv were decided using an
extensive literature review and case analyses of other projects
under the umbrella of feminist architecture and inclusive design.
We especially looked to other projects in Scandinavia and pro-
jects where users’ experiences and desires were clearly included.
On this basis, we decided on three interventions: wayfinding
through signage and paint on the ground and urban furniture;
an indoor meeting space inspired by a greenhouse; and, an art
installation to create a more pleasant visual and sensory experi-
ence in the area. In preliminary research for the project, there
was a lack of good examples in Denmark. Copenhagen in particu-
lar - often highlighted as a destination for those interested in
both classic and modern architecture and urban design — lacks
this particular focus.

Through two workshops we collaborated with the girls to
specify the colour scheme and layout of the wayfinding informa-
tion. Previously collected movement data over the area also con-
tributed to the alignment of the paths. The same reference group
was later invited to help paint the steps by the big central slide
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4 Site plan of
URBAN13’s area with
colour suggestions for
the wayfinding

5 The new greenhouse
with rendered colours
for wayfinding.
Photographs and

and illustrations: Asal
Mohtashami, Erling
Brodersen, Jacob
Corneliusen, Courban

and to give their input on the atmosphere
and activities that the indoor greenhouse
could hold. By summer 2021, we had
painted the stairs, slide and a couple of
the concrete pillars. The greenhouse is
finished, and we are working on the inte-
rior. The art installation was scheduled
for autumn 2021.

LESSONS LEARNED

One of the key challenges encountered
while implementing a feminist approach
at Buens Torv is a general misconcep-
tion of what a feminist approach can
contribute, especially how it benefits the
majority of users. The same is true for
implementing the approach in a Danish
context, where there is a lack of examples
and cases to learn from. In addition,
there is a general lack of knowledge,
acknowledgment and data in academia,
the political agenda, and among city mak-
ers regarding feminist urban design and
architecture. Feminist architecture might
seem like a narrow or niche perspective
to urbanism, but it builds on broad con-
tributions to feminist, anti-racist, health
and gender science.

The approach to Buens Torv
recognises that the urban space that
we are working with is dynamically
interconnected and interferes with social
structures such as race, gender and class
in the neighbourhood. We are aiming
to create a case study of how to use a
feminist approach to urban design in Den-
mark and, through thorough evaluation,
determine which practices and methods
work best in this context. Our findings so
far are the need for momentum, continu-
ous dialogue and relationship building
with the user groups who are engaged.
Itis also crucial to build a toolbox of
methods to use over time, and to allow for
engagement in different forms and media.
From this process we have seen great
engagement in the project from other
practitioners and urbanists who, like us,
see the need for this approach, as well as
the lack of funding and political will to
explore it at a larger scale.

Ultimately the intention is to enable
better community building and promote
social sustainability. We look forward to
diving into the findings from Buens Torv,
as it can stand as a positive example for
how to create more attractive and safe
spaces for women and girls, as well as
others, filled with a greater diversity of
activities. The following few months will
put the theory to the test. @

Bettina Werner and Amalie Gammelgaard,
COurban design collective

The project Buens Torv is being generously
funded by Frederiksbergsfonden, Tuborg
Fondet, Frederiksbergs kommune, Fligger
farver and 3xBYG



Green Thresholds

Susan Carruth and Kare Stokholm Poulsgaard aim
to reconcile environmental requirements with social
sustainability

ing pressure to clarify the value of their ideas. Design

competitions come with ever-expanding lists of docu-
ments and simulation requirements, and developers are adopt-
ing stricter certification requirements. In Denmark, Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA) is set to play a much larger role in design and
construction, with the Danish government introducing limits
for CO2 in new projects from 2023 onwards. Such regulations
also appear elsewhere: in 2020 in the UK, the Greater London
Authority has introduced a Circular Economy Statement for new
developments in the city.

This growing focus on documented sustainability and
performance by decision-makers in the built environment is
laudable. But the enhanced emphasis on environmental and
technical aspects of sustainability must not be to the detriment
of more traditional concerns such as experiential richness and
the social synergies engendered by design. Amid the explosion
of demands for sustainability certification, ironically social
sustainability risks losing out.

Green certification and LCA tools provide clearly defined
measures and metrics for environmental sustainability via
parameters around materials, energy and emissions. However,
the social sustainability of projects, based on concerns about
the human scale and how liveability and sustainable lifestyles
are engendered through design, are less easily measured. The
lack of clear-cut parameters for social sustainability takes on
added pertinence when thinking about the massive number of
trade-offs considered throughout architecture and urban design
projects. In resource allocation, qualitative issues risk losing out
to their quantitative counterparts simply because their concepts
are perceived as less readily understood and definable in a game

Architects and urban designers are experiencing a grow-

1 Artist’s impression
of Stockholm'’s Rissne
neighbourhood.
Courtesy of 3XN
Architects

where numbers, documentation and
hard facts are key.

To make the most of the current
drive towards documentation within
sustainability, we need frameworks for
social sustainability that can embrace
shifting project demands, both by ena-
bling dialogue and the early clarification
of ambitions, and by defining param-
eters for evaluating and documenting
whether ambitions are followed through
at later stages.

CRUCIAL INDUSTRY RESEARCH

As an independent research arm of 3XN
Architects, GXN Innovation seeks to
generate practical knowledge on how to
create sustainable environments across
environmental, social and cultural
dimensions. In the Architecture Shapes
Behaviour research cluster, we pay
particular attention to human experi-
ence and social sustainability through
PhD projects, collaborative research
and industry consultancy. This work
aims to develop frameworks for healthy
social spaces and dynamic, diverse com-
munities by considering the interplay
between physical space, the health and
wellbeing of individuals, and collective
culture.
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The GXN research project Green Thresholds seeks to bridge
the technical and social aspects of sustainability across the scales
of architecture and urban design, by investigating residential
thresholds: the edge zones where buildings meet the landscape,
and private interiors meet public space. Using a live 3XN project
as a case study, we wanted to increase knowledge on how to
balance ‘thickness’ or a rich social life, and ‘leanness’ meaning
reduced energy use and emissions, through the design of urban
thresholds. Leanness thus describes a reduction in the context
of resource use, emissions and energy as exemplified by LCA.
This drive towards leanness is the default of much sustainability
discourse today. In comparison, thickness describes an abun-
dance or richness of social, cultural and biological diversity and
possibilities for multiple interpretations and flexible use.

The Green Thresholds project revealed a lack of criteria for
capturing psychological aspects of wellbeing, social inclusivity
and equity in architectural and urban design at present. While
many certification systems include social sustainability through
the narrow lens of indoor climate and health, even those that
focus more holistically on social sustainability, such as the WELL
certification, do not embrace the full richness of social and
cultural experiences, arguably due to the difficulty in evaluating
and documenting such criteria.

NEIGHBOURHOOD REJUVENATION
The Green Thresholds project was developed to support 3XN in
redeveloping the Swedish neighbourhood of Rissne. Over the
years, this Stockholm suburb has become a socially vulnerable
area with one of the highest crime rates in Sweden. The redevel-
opment of Rissne was therefore initiated by the local municipal-
ity to rejuvenate the area by creating a denser and more diverse
neighbourhood.

3XN and Swedish developers Balder won the masterplan
competition with a proposal to transform the area with the
design of ten new buildings, a new public park of 14,000 m?, and
anew transport hub with train, metro, and bus services creating
better connections for public transport and providing access
to Stockholm’s city centre in less than 15 minutes. GXN was
responsible for developing a behavioural strategy for the new
neighbourhood seeking to revitalise the area though a series of
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2 Proposed
thresholds in the
Rissne neighbourhood

interventions in the thresholds between
buildings that could create spatial syner-
gies to meet the needs of residents, while
also creating a safer community.

The Rissne project is representative of
an emerging Scandinavian design tradi-
tion where nuanced, elegant and sustain-
able thresholds are increasingly regarded
as an important element in successful
residential projects. Such thresholds refer
not just to entrances and facades, but the
entire edge zone between buildings and
open urban space, including interfaces
between walls and the ground, public
zones and private domains, and enclosed
gardens and communal landscapes.

In the Rissne project, the design of
the edge zones between buildings was
particularly important in securing both
the social and environmental aspects
of sustainability. The curving and open
building design proposed by 3XN Archi-
tects recasts streets as shared public and
semi-public spaces between different
housing blocks. These spaces emphasise
the critical role played by architectural
thresholds in shaping the social fabric
of a neighbourhood, encouraging or
disrupting key characteristics such as
privacy, stewardship and community
engagement. As a high percentage of
embodied resources is captured in edge
zones, particularly within the facade,
their design and material specification
also significantly influence emissions and
energy consumption.

Engaging with the 3XN team for
Rissne while reviewing three representa-
tive edge zone conditions, we developed
a visual taxonomy of threshold design.

It included outdoor areas that support
social meeting spots, balconies, ter-
races, gardens and landscaping that
provide both the integration, and when
warranted, the separation of public and
private realms. From this we synthesized
three types of threshold categories: the
safe barrier; the friendly neighbour; and,
the open edge, all of which aimed to meet
many of the socially and environmentally
sustainable considerations of the project
and others like it.

In the context of the Green Thresholds
project, the precedent analysis and tax-
onomy was used to explore the interplay
between the social and environmental
dimensions of sustainability. Learning
from the Rissne project and parallel
precedent studies, we saw that material-
ity stands out as an important factor
when it comes to a sense of safety and
privacy. Varying facades of timber frames,
modular screens, glass or metal can all
provide permeability, sun shading, views
of nature and privacy. Another key aspect
is how edge zones can use greenery to
their advantage, both environmentally
and socially. In Rissne, soft unmanicured
landscaping serves as a buffer zone
between public and private space in the



larger parts of the masterplan, while garden landscaping was
introduced to provide social spaces and promote community
engagement between buildings. Finally, the importance of layer-
ing edge zones, designing them in such a way that they address
many needs, for example, possibilities for shelter or seating as
well as separation and privacy, ensures a higher degree of social
possibilities while limiting carbon expenditure.

MEETING CHANGING DEMANDS

A central purpose of the Green Thresholds project was to
provide the tools and methods for working with both social
sustainability and environmental life cycle assessments in the
day-to-day life of architectural practice. The nature of the design
process explored through the Rissne project turned out to be a
key factor in this balancing act.

Rissne revealed two key stages in working with social and
environmental sustainability: firstly, in the initial stages of
design where there needs to be open dialogue to guide the design
development, and secondly, where there is a need to evaluate
and benchmark the design as it evolves. Green Thresholds,
therefore, sought to develop a framework for both early and later
stage evaluation.

SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY DIALOGUE AND EVALUATION
The creation of a framework to manage social sustainability
expectations across different project phases began with mapping
social sustainability criteria from more than 10 certification
systems, plus other sources, to create a master document. The
criteria were then organised into eight focus areas. Each of these
were split into relevant core ambitions, and finally into a series
of means to achieve each ambition; not an exhaustive list but
rather a way of generating ideas at a concrete level.

The tool was built with a script in Rhino so that sections
could be easily modified and the diagram calibrated when
edited; for example, for an interior project, the entire urban life
and landscape section could be removed.

This tool was intended to function as both a dialogue tool
and an evaluation. However, as much as it proved successful in
setting up a framework for discussion and setting priorities, its
use as an evaluation tool proved challenging. The majority of
the criteria in most certification systems focuses social sustain-
ability criteria in the field of health and comfort, relating to
daylight, thermal and acoustic comfort, and so on, which are
all measurable and quantifiable. The broader ambitions and
methods in this tool, including aspects such as walkability and
the option to linger, remained reliant upon traditional methods
of critical evaluation, subject to individual interpretation as well
as ambiguities within the design process.

LCA DIALOGUE AND EVALUATION

For LCA, the challenge is the inverse of that in social sustain-
ability. Numerically evaluating a project is axiomatic, whereas

a dialogue tool to guide design from the earliest stages presents
greater challenges. LCA is commonly used at the end of a project
or once the design is well developed, as a way of checking com-
pliance. Our task was to engender LCA as part of the design pro-
cess from the beginning, in order to help designers understand
how their decisions impact on a building’s life cycle.

In an attempt to solve this challenge, the LCA dialogue tool
was created in a form similar to the social sustainability tool,
namely that of a layered wheel. The inner section relates to each
stage of the life cycle, from production through to end of life
scenarios. The middle layer breaks these stages down into their
component parts following the lead of LCA evaluations, includ-
ing raw materials, transport and manufacture. Finally, the outer
layer of the wheel proposes design approaches to consider, for
example design for disassembly, reuse of existing structures or
material harvesting.

However, the challenge has been how to make the tool
specific enough through concrete proposals that fall under an
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The challenge has been how to make
the tool specific enough through
concrete proposals that fall under an
architect’s remit, without becoming
overly inclusive or unlimited in its scope
and intention

architect’s remit, without becoming
overly inclusive or unlimited in its scope
and intention, for example by attempt-
ing to list every possible environmental
performance determinant. We, therefore,
ultimately turned to a different approach
of steering the LCA into being a design
and dialogue tool, rather than an end-
game evaluation, through what we termed
mini-LCAs. These are small-scale studies,
which zoom in on particularly onerous
components, for example a balcony. By
breaking the LCA down in this way and
using it to compare options at an early
stage of design, we take the best of LCA’s
natural benefits such as easy measur-
ability, and make it quicker and more
immediate.

3 Three representative
edge zone conditions
of Threshold design
Top: The Safe Barrier
Middle: The Friendly
Neighbour

Bottom: The Open
Edge
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DISCUSSION

Interestingly, we found LCA and social sustainability to have

an inverse relationship: the later stage evaluation of designs,
through concrete LCA tools and definitive numbers, is a proven
and accepted methodology, while mapping out potential design
decisions at early stages that will affect the LCA is a complex
task. Conversely, devising an evaluation for social sustainability
in the Rissne project proved difficult, due to the difficulty in
translating qualitative criteria, often relating to specific cultural
and subjective values, into quantifiable and measurable ratings.
While we sought to develop a simple, user-friendly system for
producing a social sustainability rating, the exercise also showed
current shortcomings in rating methodologies as it remained
difficult to put hard parameters to concepts as nebulous as
safety and inclusion.

In other words, social sustainability and LCA have opposite
and equal challenges for their inclusion in the design process,
one being particularly applicable for early-stage discussions
of value but disadvantaged at later stages, the other having the
inverse problem.

There is something to be said for naming things. If we are not
clear enough in the parameters that we use to define and evaluate
social sustainability for example, there will always be a danger
that they will be lost amidst the general pressure for document-
ing environmental performance and sustainability. More work
is needed across the industry to arrive at better definitions of
sustainability.

However, the Green Thresholds project has shown that it is
arguably most fruitful to lean further into the native or inherent
strengths of LCA and social sustainability’s mode of operation
respectively. Ultimately for social sustainability, clearly naming
concepts and exemplifying in concrete terms during dialogue
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4 The Interactive
Design Tool for Social
Sustainability, with its
recommended Focus
Areas, Ambitions and
Methods

and design development proved most
meaningful. Likewise, capitalising on the
natural clarity and calculative character
of LCA tools through the use of mini-LCAs
plays to this field’s strengths while mak-
ing it quicker, more agile and therefore
more useful in design development.

As post-occupancy evaluation
becomes more commonplace, and
we learn more about the measurable
impacts of the built environment on
human behaviour and wellbeing, it will
become more feasible to numerically
define social sustainability in a holistic
manner. Perhaps as LCA technology and
climate consciousness mature, early-stage
discussions pertaining to circular design
will flourish. In the meantime, leaning
into native strengths and modes through
mini-LCAs and the social sustainability
dialogue wheel offers a means of elevat-
ing and broadening the sustainability
discourse. @

Susan Carruth, Partner and Head of
Operations and Kare Stokholm Poulsgaard,
Partner and Head of Innovation, GXN

With thanks to Lotte Bjerregaard Jensen,
Katja Lindschouw Frankvard, Vania Mahdi
and Josephine Sjogrenfurst from Technical
University of Denmark (DTU)
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Towards Integrated
Energy and Climate
Masterplanning

Andreas Eggersten Teder reports on Radangen
where faith and science meet
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adngen is a new urban development area in Lund, a city in the urban fabric of the city to embrace
southern Sweden that originally grew around a cathedral the research facilities and integrate the
dating back to 1123 AD, and Lund University, one of university campus into the new neigh-
Scandinavia’s oldest and largest institutions for higher educa- bourhood. Brunnshég will significantly
tion and research. Lund Cathedral is an important landowner increase Lund’s housing and workplace
in the city, but it is the first time in history that it has acted as a infrastructure built around a new tram
developer transforming its land into an urban environment and line that forms the backbone of a green
in accordance with the values of the Church. The development mobility strategy, and aims to facilitate
is planned on valuable farmland and extra care is taken to retain two-thirds of all future movements taking
the fertile soil of the high-yielding land. Radngen (which trans- place on foot, by bicycle or on public
lates as raw meadow) is being developed in conjunction with transport. The Radngen masterplan is
artists, architects, the local community, developers, contractors an important piece of the jigsaw puzzle
and university staff. Over several years these stakeholders have and strengthens the connections with
taken part in a dialogue process that now forms the ground- the existing urban centre and the new
work for future chapters in the creation of this thriving new developments in Brunnshog.
neighbourhood. The overarching sustainability goals
for the development in Brunnshdog are
VALUE-BASED PLANNING minimal climate impact, minimum
The Radngen masterplan is part of a larger development construction impact on arable land and
programme led by Lund Municipality in partnership with Lund maximised sensory experiences to create
University and Lund Cathedral for the wider area known as a a stimulating urban environment in which
Brunnshég. The 450 hectare area of Brunnshég will accommo- :n;:{‘;;):zana”gen to live and work. Rasingen aims to develop
date 6,000 new homes, 600,000m? of workspace, a new park Source: White aresponsive long-term approach that
and state-of-the-art research facilities. The district will extend Arkitekter focuses on the quality and characteristics
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3

of the landscape, to inform an approach to building, models of
ownership and ways of living. Innovative architectural projects
will be developed over time and will respond to both the context
and needs of the area. The timeframe for the development will
follow the core values of the Cathedral, i.e. developing an urban
environment that will stand the test of time and respond to ques-
tions such as:

® How can a neighbourhood balance the wellbeing of both
nature and the community?

@ How can the public realm invite and encourage local engage-
ment and impart a sense of pride, ownership and appreciation of
beauty?

® How can hospitality, one of the key values of the Cathedral,

be integrated within Radngen and the subsequent development
projects?

STARTING WITH COMMON GROUND

Each phase of the development relates to Lund Municipality’s
ambitious plan for Brunnshég, but will be developed with a
distinctive character, based upon a careful investigation of

the themes relating to value, context and community. The
Norwegian artists Brendeland and Kristoffersen have designed
a structure that will set the tone and sense of place for the area.
Described as ‘a garden for everybody’, it has been constructed to
provide a common space that future buildings will be designed
around. The artists’ commitment to the common good, as well
as long-term engagement in issues relating to land ownership,
communal ways of living, vernacular architecture, craft and local
materials take the form of a public walled garden completed
before the first buildings have been designed. The public space

2 Masterplan

and building level
strategies. Source:
White Arkitekter

3 The Walled

Garden designed

by Brendeland and
Kristoffersen architects
includes a lightweight
canopy and wooden
communal table
Source: Peter Westrup
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is enclosed on three sides by a 2m high
wall made of recycled local bricks. The
fourth side of the enclosure is open,
facing south-east overlooking the wider
landscape, and framing a view of the
surrounding farmland and the horizon.
Between the landscape and the garden,
a lightweight steel frame forms a canopy
under which a large wooden communal
table is placed. This, the first permanent
project on the site, provides a public
space for people to gather, contemplate,
hold conversations or play.

A MEETING OF FAITH AND SCIENCE
The masterplan forms the next stage of
the development. The project is being
developed around two large research
facilities: MAX IV Laboratory and ESS.
The decision to locate the international
research facility European Spallation
Source (ESS) in the area was made in
2009. Shortly afterwards, it was decided
to build another strategically important
laboratory, the MAX IV facility, just a

few hundred metres away. Together the
two facilities will attract thousands of
international researchers to Lund every
year. The facilities also provide a basis for
the municipality to direct future urban
growth in a north-easterly direction. The
laboratories are very energy intensive and
produce large volumes of waste heat, but
the research facilities were built on the
condition that 100 per cent of the energy
demand be provided by renewable energy
and will thus supply energy for the whole
area and with minimal environmental
impact. Approximately 75 per cent of

the heat produced is recycled, with

the unique potential to heat the entire
development area of Brunnshég and a
large part of the city of Lund through the
district heating network. The waste heat
produced corresponds to approximately
25 per cent of the total annual energy
demand of the district heating network of
the city. The MAX IV research facility has
delivered heat since 2014; the ESS facility
will start supplying waste heat during the
course of 2022 and is scheduled to be in
full operation in 2025.

TOWARDS A CARBON-POSITIVE
FUTURE
An energy modelling assessment was
carried out at a very early stage of the
process, before the masterplan was
approved by the local authorities. The
purpose of the study was to outline strate-
gic measures for low-carbon technologies
to strengthen the sustainability agenda
of the Brunnshog development and to
encourage innovation on the journey
towards a carbon-positive future, in line
with the Local Roadmap for a fossil-free
building industry 2030 (LFM30).

The starting point for the assessment
was to identify energy performance
criteria for the buildings, coupled with
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smart-grid solutions that utilised the surplus energy from the
research facilities in an effective way. The low temperature
district heating system with minimal environmental impact
was a very good starting point for optimising the overall climate
change impact of the new urban district. The assessment was
carried out based upon a base-case scenario for future urban
development.

Energy performance and embodied carbon were assessed in
the base-case scenario with energy simulations and embodied
carbon calculations. The energy and climate performance of
future urban developments were assessed, based on indicators in
line with Swedish building regulations under six distinct scenar-
ios for the neighbourhood’s energy system; from a centralised
scenario with district heating to a more decentralised scenario
with a combination of ground source heat pumps, energy pro-
duction technologies such as solar panels and energy storage in
geowells, batteries and hydrogen fuel cells. The purpose of the
study was to calculate and evaluate cost-effective strategies to
reach a balance between energy demand and energy production
across the neighbourhood as a whole. A key ambition was to
minimise buildings’ electricity demand, as electricity demand
and production in the region are out of balance. Energy storage
strategies were also evaluated on daily cycles, as well as seasonal
changes. A further focus was the evaluation of strategies for deal-
ing with demand peaks in buildings being planned for Radngen,
to develop a robust and interconnected renewable energy supply
system for the whole neighbourhood.

The six urban energy scenarios consider a range of estab-
lished and emerging technologies that could be applied to reduce
the operational energy of future buildings across the neighbour-
hood. The results of the assessment show that the improvement
in energy performance which also reduce operational carbon
emissions are achieved through passive building design
measures, and heat recovery from ventilation systems. The

integration of ground source heat pumps
into the district heating system can supply
heat very efficiently across the neighbour-
hood but results in increased carbon
emissions. The neighbourhood-level
energy assessment also demonstrates
that, in very energy efficient buildings,
electricity demand represents the great-
est proportion of energy consumption,
and that the addition of solar panels (to
partly offset electrical loads), provides
clear opportunities to reduce the carbon
footprint of the development as a whole.
Key lessons from the urban energy
planning process are to:
@ Set targets for the energy performance
of the buildings before the land is sold
@ Evaluate the carbon impact of develop-
ment through load-matching scenarios at
a high resolution, to find the right balance
between energy demand and renewable
energy production within the district
@ Set up a carbon balance at a neighbour-
hood level, as well as setting targets for
climate change impacts at an individual
building level. @

Andreas Eggersten Teder, architect and
development manager, White Arkitekter

3 Alternative urban
energy scenarios.
Source: White
Arkitekter
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Trondheim’s
Urban Ecology

Experimental Zone

Michael Griiner and Alise Plavina tell the story

of a radical neighbourhood

hectare triangle of colourful, mostly two-storey, typically

Norwegian timber houses with gardens full of flowers,
vegetables and graffiti, tucked between railway tracks, a port
and a now largely defunct industrial area. Its name has been
in use for over a hundred years to distinguish this historically
shabby neighbourhood of workers, sailors, alcoholics and small
criminals from the finer Lademoen neighbourhood on the other
side of the railway tracks.

T he Trondheim neighbourhood of Svartlamon is a 2.2

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

At the end of the 19th century, the area, then outside the city
limits, was developed by the municipality as cheap housing for
workers with small timber houses with gardens; some of them
were originally located on the other side of the fjord, dismantled
and then transported to Trondheim across the fjord before
being reassembled in Svatlamon. However, during WWII, the
German occupying forces developed the harbour as one of the
submarine bases along the Norwegian coast. They tore down
many houses in the area and left behind the massive 145m long,
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1 Strandveien 37:
new build cross
laminated timber
(CLT) communal
housing, by
Brendeland and
Kristoffersen
architects.
Photograph by David
Grandorge

110m wide and 22m high armoured con-
crete submarine bunker, Dora, that now
closes Svartlamon off from the fjord. After
WWII, the area was zoned for industrial
use. In the following decades, many
houses were demolished to provide space
for industrial expansion, or physically and
socially neglected by the municipality as
the landlord.

In the late 1980s when the area was
threatened with total demolition, the suc-
cess story of Svartlamon as a community
began when young people pursuing alter-
native urban lifestyles reclaimed the area
and moved in, paying low rents or squat-
ting in empty houses. The Svartlamon
Residents’ Association was founded in
1990 to coordinate the on-going conflict
with the city authorities, campaigning for
them to maintain the area as affordable
housing. The conflict culminated when
development plans were submitted by a
local car dealership in 1998. With much
protest and civil disobedience on the
streets and at the city council offices,
broadly supported by Trondheim resi-
dents as well as acclaimed artists painting
artworks on the facades of the soon-to-be
demolished houses, Svartlamon won the
battle. The area was formally re-zoned for
residential use in 1998.

A new plan for the area was developed
through collaboration between the munic-
ipal town planning department and the
residents themselves. It was approved by
the city council in 2001 with the specific
aim that Svartlamon should be developed
as "an alternative neighbourhood provid-
ing space for experimenting, trialling and
testing in terms of housing, lifestyles,
social interaction, participation, ecology
and energy, communal services, art,
culture and business development’. The
zoning plan was based on the visions
of the inhabitants and the concept of
sustainable development, as laid out in the
Brundtland Report and Local Agenda 21
principles. The plan also legally defined
the area as an "urban ecological experi-
mental area’, an unprecedented zoning
category.

TODAY

Today Svartlamon is inhabited by around
240 residents (including 60 children) liv-
ing in approximately 30 houses covering
approximately 5,000m? floor area, as well
as numerous cats, free-range chickens
and ducks.

It is a community of self-confident,
frank, yet (typically for Trondheim)
friendly and sociable non-conformists
who have been characterised as fusing
serious social protest with a diverse
and colourful community life. There is a
strong cohesion within the community,
with a high level of awareness when it
comes to cooperation, working together
and contributing to achieve common
goals.



While having conflicting opinions on some issues, the
residents share common values. Svartlamon as a community,
characterises the ideology of creating one’s own Freiraum (from
the German meaning a state-free space in left-wing politics), and
living an alternative, sustainable, non-materialistic lifestyle with
like-minded people in an intentional community.

Over the years, Svartlamon has established several shared
facilities, such as well-equipped workshops, a utility van, com-
munal gardens, common fridges, a people’s kitchen that uses
bulk-bought containerised food, and the gratisbutikken - a shop
where everything is free. Residents also contribute to a common
‘solidarity pot’ that provides financial support to national and
international causes.

Non-commercial annual events like Svartlamondagen
(Svartlamon Day) and the Eat the Rich festival open the area to
visitors with live music played in courtyards, people gathering
around firepits, food and drink, workshops for families, open
houses and tours showcasing the different activities taking place
in the area.

The initial conflict seems to be over, but it flares up again
easily when sensitive issues are discussed: preserving the old
buildings, and maintaining the low-standard but predictable
long-term rental contracts, low rents and affordable housing
in a booming city centre. A key ongoing discussion with the
municipality involves extending the lease agreement between
the housing foundation and municipality from 10 to 20, 50 or
even 100 years. This would probably be considered a luxury for
other alternative communities struggling to survive in the face of
pressure from landowners and the authorities, but it is essential
for Svartlamon to continue to thrive.

Svartlamon is unique, perhaps even on a global level, with
perhaps only the Christiana district in Copenhagen sharing some
of its characteristics. For the municipality of Trondheim the
approach to Svartlamon has paid off as it is now an urban show-
piece to national and international audiences. Svartlamon is even
a part of the municipality’s own branding to attract people to live
and study in Trondheim. It also helps the municipality to ‘walk
the talk’ in terms of their ambitions for hands-on sustainability
experimentation, participation and diversity.

ORGANISATION

One key to the success of the community is its well-established
organisation and decision-making process. The central institu-
tional body is the Svartlamon Residents’ Association established
to develop and maintain the autonomy of Svartlamon, and to
represent and pursue the interests of the residents. The associa-
tion is not only intended to speak on behalf of the Svartlamon
residents, but also to be a driving force for urban ecological
development, social housing politics and anti-racism in the
region.

The Association is built on the principles of equal democratic
power to everyone and self-determination. There is a low thresh-
old for active participation in decision-making, or for pitching
proposals and new ideas. In this flat structure, there is no place
for leaders or boards. Positions and duties rotate and are limited
in time, decisions cannot be left to groups or individuals. The
residents’ meetings are taken seriously and are rigorously
attended. Enough people must be present to have a quorum,
triggering participation. Participants vary depending on the
topic and are not always the same political individuals. Decisions
are generally made by consensus. Meetings are characterised
by supportive discussion about how to get the best out of any
proposal.

The Residents’ Association also elects representatives to
the board of Svartlamon Housing Foundation, where both the
residents and the municipality are equally represented, but the
chair of the board must be from a third party. The Svartlamon
Housing Foundation maintains the houses, manages rents and
operates as a ‘tenant’ towards the municipality. In addition, the
Svartlamon Culture and Commerce Foundation manages the

2 Historic timber
housing in Svartlamon
in 1978 before
re-zoning and
refurbishment. Photo:
Trondheim Municipal
Archive

municipality-owned kindergarten, art
and cultural facilities in the area.

ZONING PLAN
To the Trondheim city planning depart-
ment, these determined residents
have proved to be a demanding, yet
cooperative partner in the development
of the plan in the period from 1998 to
2001. Despite tensions on both sides,
the municipal planners acknowledge the
rewarding partnership with the Svartla-
mon residents and regard the plan as an
opportunity to create diversity in the city.
The plan is the product of different
teams of residents and town planners that
were set up to develop selected themes.
The residents put forward their demands
and ideas in the larger context of Local
Agenda 21, wider discussion about
sustainable development and broader
environmental issues, and highlighted
Svartlamon as a possible showcase of the
values that these ideas represent.
As a result, the four main goals of the
legally binding plan are:
@ to protect the neighbourhood as an
urban ecological experimental area that
can create new ideas for sustainable hous-
ing and commercial functions at local,
national and international level
@ to preserve and develop the existing
cultural environment of both the old
buildings and the local community
@ to maintain a basis for affordable hous-
ing and commercial functions, and
@ to build upon Local Agenda 21 princi-
ples of active participation, self-determi-
nation and autonomous decision-making
as established in Svartlamon Residents’
Association.

Having the designation as an “urban
ecological experimental area’ as a legally
binding zoning category means that
future development of the area must
draw upon the resources of its specific
urban ecology, i.e. the available local
physical resources (the built environ-
ment) and the available human resources
(the community). The category allows
for experiments that are both related

to its physical design, i.e. testing new
affordable housing, technological or
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‘Maybe we should look at other similar communities,’

€. (deep sigh from the participants)

‘We have tried that for 30 years now, but there is nothing like
Svartlamon. We always end up having to come up with something
ourselves.’

Excerpt from a residents’ meeting on how to deal with a new situation at
Svartlamon, in this case growing resident numbers

architectural solutions, and the process, i.e. testing new planning,

decision-making, building and collaboration models. The plan

explicitly states that these experiments shall not be constrained by

the standard building application process, and exemptions from

building regulations and technical requirements can be considered.
For the municipality, the main urban design intentions are:

o the densification and re-establishment of previously demolished

urban spaces (backyards, streets, alleys)

@ the creation of a safe and family-friendly environment, especially

with outdoor areas

@ the preservation and maintenance of historically important

buildings, and

@ the evaluation of progress to assess the Svartlamon experiment

and aid knowledge transfer.

The plan does not take separate plot divisions into account, nor
does it include any private outdoor areas, only fully public and com-
munal areas. The streets within the neighbourhood are zoned solely
for pedestrian and bicycle access. Building categories are defined

as either housing or multi-purpose. All outdoor green spaces are
designated ‘communal playing areas’, a pre-existing zoning code
that works for the flexible, shared outdoor space in this uniquely
communal setting. The Trondheim Building Heritage Management
office has also left its mark, regulating building lines, building
dimensions, roof angles and even boundary treatments. But while
historic preservation is a central focus in the plan, the plan and zon-
ing code requirements clearly state that all new buildings must be
architecturally distinct from the existing historic buildings.

PROJECTS
This unique plan has led to some unusual projects. The premises
of the former car dealer have been converted to a concert hall and

social space, artists’ ateliers ReMIDA, a resource centre for artistic 3 giperimentboliger

reuse frequented by children, and rooms for dance and music - experimental self-
run by the Svartlamon Culture and Commerce Foundation. Most build and reuse
prominently, the former car showroom itself has been converted I;ou;gmgﬂlﬁgtograph
to a kindergarten with a progressive agenda, both in terms of its V\in;edia '
architecture and its pedagogy. Irregular shaped walls made from Commons
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cross-laminated timber (CLT) in both plan
and section make it “a demanding building
for the demanding things we are doing
here’, as the kindergarten leader explains.
The building is also open for community
activities and has become the heart of the
neighbourhood.

As part of the urban densification
strategy, Strandveien 37 was built in 2007.
It comprises a five-storey residential build-
ing designed for communal living, and a
two-storey building with artists’ studios,
all built entirely of CLT. The building
designed by Brendeland & Kristoffersen
was the world’s largest CLT building
at the time.

The experimental housing project
Eksperimentboliger (experimental houses)
was initiated by local architecture practice
Noysom Arkitekter. Based on a simple
open timber frame system designed by the
architects, the future residents developed
five very individual row houses. These
were built by the inhabitants using primar-
ily reused and ecological materials. The
project was nominated for the EU’s Mies
van der Rohe Architecture Award 2019
and won Trondheim Energiprisen 2020
as an exemplary project to reduce carbon
emissions.

The self-build project Selbukassa (self-
build box) completed in 2020 represents
a further step in scale and complexity.

It consists of a three-storey building of
approximately 300m? with four flats and
is based on an old log building that was
dismantled in the surrounding country-
side, re-erected in Svartlamon and then
extended with reused CLT from a former
artists’ pavilion. Windows, most cladding,
flooring, wall coverings and interiors are
reused or second-hand materials. Like
the Eksperimentboliger, the project was
supported with a subsidised loan from the
Norwegian State Housing Bank.

BEYOND SVARTLAMON

Svartlamon is not only developing

within its boundaries, but it is now also
spreading outwards. The municipality

of Trondheim has asked the Svartlamon
Housing Foundation to take over two
nearby 1960s blocks of municipal flats.
The group gladly accepted the opportunity
to actively take part in the current debate
in Norway about the third housing sector
- non-commercial, affordable housing for
those who cannot or do not want to enter
the private market, yet do not qualify for
subsidised municipal housing. The new
satellite project Mellamon consists of 38
flats for couples and families from a mix
of backgrounds, and will continue the
Svartlamon housing model beyond the
boundaries of the original plan. @

Michael Gruner, architect and sustainability
consultant, and Alise Plavina, architect and
sustainability consultant, Pir 2 Architects
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Community Engagement
in Aarhus

Stephen D Willacy shows how temporary structures can help
to engage people in urban design

of 352,000 inhabitants and increasing by 4,000-5,000

citizens annually. This in turn, increases demands on
how to support sustainable neighbourhoods, community build-
ing, citizenship and the health and wellbeing of its citizens. This
article focuses upon the softer values where informal and non-
regulatory urban design governance tools can be encouraged.

Some key trends have gained traction over the past decade
during my time as Chief City Architect. They relate to engaging
with people in local neighbourhoods, as well as to more general
discussions using temporary physical installations. Here I will
explore different scales of engagement, in particular relating
to experimental approaches, where temporary physical urban
interventions at a 1:1 scale proved to be a useful engagement tool
for gathering feedback and observations before settling on more
permanent ways forward.

Urban development must harness the social and environ-
mental capital of the city. The social capital here is seen as a com-
bination of resources: building in a manner that nurtures strong
local communities characterised by trust, and people working
together to create a more liveable city. It is about creating places
with equity, good health and wellbeing where many different
types of people feel comfortable, actively getting involved and
engaging in the city.

A arhus is Denmark’s second largest city, with a population

1 The Liveable Building
Site Fence. Photograph
by Stephen D Willacy

In the following examples of soft
power, people-centric urban environ-
ments are encouraged so as to develop
high quality places that foster citizen
empowerment.

THE INSTITUTE FOR (X) DISTRICT
OFFICE, GODSBANE

Since 2009, Godsbane, Aarhus’ former
freight yard has been taken over with
permission from Aarhus City Council

by Bureau Detours and Institute for

(X). X stands for the undefinable, open,
temporary, changeable and the creative.
The freight yard area has now become a
recognised community commonly known
as Aarhus K (K for Kultur), a platform

for art, music, culture, start-ups, entre-
preneurs and makers, and for events,
concerts and courses based on the many
different activities. A temporary com-
munity has grown organically without a
plan. The groups have arranged contain-
ers — old freight carriages combined with
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lightweight structures — to create small intimate alleyways,
yards and passages with unique landscaped pockets, which are
characteristic of the local Latin Quarter. By constantly adding
and adjusting pockets of spaces in a seemingly ad-hoc fashion, a
wonderful world for small start-up businesses has been created.

As the whole area is being planned and transformed, the
Mayor s office has entered into an agreement with Institute for
(X) to create the "best possible community” in Aarhus K. The
organisation’s Bydelskontoret (neighbourhood office) will use
its years of experience to function as a watchdog, at the same
time being a "stone in the shoe’ for the local authority planning
processes, and contributing towards making a new quarter
which has attitude and a strong identity. Institute for (X) have
been heavily involved in the masterplanning, with the Council’s
different teams, in the design and implementation of the Gron
Kile (Green Wedge), integrating climate change mitigation,
SUDs strategies, landscaping and the needs of different minority
groups into the plan.

AARHUS @ - LIVEABLE BUILDING SITE FENCE
Since 2007, the abandoned container harbour in Aarhus has
been changing into an enormous building site. Currently it has a
population of approximately 500 people. During the process, a
number of temporary activities — a beach bar, beach volleyball,
allotments and Domen (the Dome) — have become popular
attractions with the community during the summer months. As
new projects come along, activities pop up in new locations.
The idea of creating temporary activities has been further
developed into the most recent project, the ‘liveable-building-
site-fence’. This is a partnership project between the developers
and the City Council, and the Council have created a framework
for the project. Located parallel to the Bassin 7 building, the
project includes a promenade of temporary shops, eating places,
cafés and different club and society spaces, all designed and
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2 The Infinite Bridge.
Photograph by
Stephen Willacy

3 Store Torv, Aarhus
Festival Week.
Photographs by
Schenherr Landscape
Architects

made by Institute for (X) and inspired by
the community. As the buildings expand,
the success of this quirky world of loose-
fit containers, small pockets of gardens
and terraces grows. The promenade of
relatively cheap low rent structures face
onto the permanent harbour, beautifully
designed by BIG Architects, with its float-
ing bathing and water sports facility. The
combination has created a popular new
destination in the city.

THE INFINITE BRIDGE

Gjod and Povlsgaard Architects designed
Den Uendelige Bro (The Infinite Bridge)
for the 2015 ARoS exhibition Sculptures
by the Sea. The temporary sculpture
proved so popular during the event

that the City Council decided to make it
permanent. It connects land and water in
a wonderfully poetical way. The structure
is designed to be disassembled during the
winter months and reinstated between
April and October. Weddings take place
here every weekend and the place is truly
a melting pot of social diversity.

GRAVEN

A street in the historic heart of Aarhus,
Graven has changed character over time
from car-centric to people-centric. Small
cafés, restaurants and shops slowly
started inhabiting the narrow pavements
with chairs, tables and produce, forcing
pedestrians to walk in the road. As this
caused concerns about people’s safety,
the Council, through negotiation with

the owners, created special summer
conditions where cyclists and vehicles are
encouraged to go slowly through the area,
giving more space for street furniture on
the road itself.

RUNDH@J TORV
For many years Rundhgej Square has been
an eye-sore, and in 2014 it was voted
Aarhus’ ugliest public space with its aban-
doned and dilapidated petrol station next
to a small shopping centre on the edge of
a social housing district. Aarhus Mayor’s
Department invited Kondens Office for
Democratic Architecture to develop
a strategy for the site with the local
citizens. With limited resources, the three
partners developed a new-found com-
munity spirit and started by constructing
Omdrejningspunkt (Turning point),
consisting of two red shipping containers
with a roof terrace. Thereafter an oasis of
urban gardens was established, combined
with community designed and made fur-
niture. This has grown steadily with many
new initiatives including a new meeting
house called Lampen (The Light) made of
transparent corrugated sheeting which
lights up the square in different colours to
create the right atmosphere.

Gradually other new initiatives are
being established; for example, a new
red sandbox and a stage have been made



reusing another temporary installation and is built on 500m
of disused rail tracks in a former industrial area in central
Aarhus. Another initiative in the pipeline is the conversion
into an outdoor cinema of a former vehicle ramp down into the
neighbouring basement car park. Altogether, a new democratic
public place with a variety of informally made pockets for social
interaction, and for all ages and ethnic groups, has been created.
Aarhus Festival Week takes place at the start of September
every year. Since 2007 the festival has constructed 1:1 urban
experiments, often asking "What if?". For example, in 2010, it
wondered how people would react to transforming the oldest
square Store Torv into a forest for ten days? This proved very
popular with both festival visitors and politicians. As Laura Hay,
the Alderman of the City’s Department of Technical and Environ-
mental Services said, “The Store Torv forest clearly showed that
beautiful and interesting urban installations can create life and
atmosphere as well as contribute to making Aarhus an attractive
city for both locals and visitors’.

EMPTY SHOPS, MORE STREET LIFE

For some time now, the number of empty shops in Aarhus’ his-
toric central squares and streets has been increasing, causing
concern. The Council, working with the city’s retail organisa-
tions, have decided to be more proactive. Firstly, a water
sculpture called Vand Dragen (Water Dragon) in central Aarhus
- a source of much contention for many years — was removed
after considerable public debate. As part of a three to four-year
planning process, new types of temporary and innovative urban
landscapes and furniture designed by architects Schonherr were
installed, to encourage people to use the space in new ways.
This has created the opportunity to observe and talk to people
about the future use of this historic and beautiful area. Specially
designed lighting integrated into steps by Kollision Architects
has created a strong sense of security in the evenings and
extended the use of the square. So far, the small islands of green
and softly formed seating have proved very popular and gener-
ated useful feedback.

BISPETORVET

With the success of the forest project at Store Torv, the Council
started looking at the neighbouring square Bispetorv. In order
to reappraise its urban qualities, a process was created by
building large-scale models and positioning different scenarios
for a whole annual cycle of possible activities. The models were
helpful in talking to the different actors in the city including
city councillors. Once agreed with the citizens and councillors,
a temporary scheme was built with high-quality materials and
trees planted around the square, creating various pockets of
space and a snake of benches lining the new urban space. The
trees have grown over the last five years and the space has
proved successful for many different urban activities; it has also
been very popular during the pandemic.

INSTANT CITY STRATEGY - GELLERUP
Over the last decade or so, Aarhus has been working towards
transforming one of Denmark’s largest and most challenged
housing districts, Gellerup, into an attractive and integrated part
of the city. One of the urban transformation strategies has been
to open up the previously isolated island community by making
a new network of roads, connecting it to local neighbourhoods.
A large proportion of the population is under 18 years of age.
Large-scale projects like this often take many years to deliver
and younger generations often miss out on the transformation.
To counteract this, the Instant City Strategy was initiated along
the new main street, the Karen Blixens Boulevard. A series of
‘urban acupuncture’ initiatives were set up in order for local
associations, sports clubs and other groups to inhabit the open
spaces.

One of the biggest challenges in Gellerup is the high unem-
ployment rate. The Square One project came about to help local

4 Store Torv Aarhus
Festival Week.
Photography by Martin
Dam Kristensen

5 The Square One
project in Gellerup,
Aarhus

unemployed residents to find work. It is
a partnership between the local social
Housing Cooperation Brabrand Bolig
Foreningen, Aarhus City Council and
the local construction and development
company A E Enggaard. Square One is a
temporary structure designed and built
to be flexible and demountable so that it
can be relocated when a new long-term
development for the site is completed. It
is a co-working space for creative hands-
on entrepreneurs, where they can test,
develop and grow their own businesses.

CONCLUSION

Well-designed informal temporary
settings are useful tools to kick-start
dialogues and engage with all types of
people. They can also provide qualita-
tive feedback through observations,
surveys, phone messages and different
forms of social media. Another and often
overlooked feature is the playful feeling
created in such informal settings. The fact
that these are relatively small investments
mean that politicians are more willing

to take risks and be open to innovative
and experimental approaches to place-
making. @

Stephen D Willacy, Honorary Professor,
University of Dundee and former Chief City
Architect, City of Aarhus
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Water as Public Realm
in Nordic Cities

Karl Dubois examines the increasing use of water as
public space

fijé-.ri
EEFREE

nly a few decades ago, few people would have imagined
that urban swimming would become such a popular
activity in the Nordic region. Few would have predicted
the extent to which urban swimming and public access rights
to water would have become so integral to urban planning
processes. How can water be designed and managed as public
amenity space? What benefits can these spaces bring to rapidly-
growing cities and to the quality of life for their residents?

As in many parts of the world, the transition from city
centre-based port operations to dedicated container ports has
led to the extensive redevelopment of urban waterfront sites in
Nordic cities. Building on the decades-long process of opening
waterfront industrial zones for commercial and civic develop-
ment, water itself is now increasingly being seen as an important
public space in its own right. Water is also being programmed
for an ever wider and more intense mix of public amenity and
recreation activities, with extensive public access rights being
secured in both local planning policies and through historic
national legislation. At a detailed level, masterplans and zon-
ing plans are increasingly making use of planning law to very
precisely designate, and thereby legally protect, waterfronts and
specific areas of water for public amenity functions.

On a purely pragmatic level, the push towards more compact
urban forms and increasing urban densities means that physical
space is at a premium. In many cities, water bodies provide a

1 Copenhagen

Claus Logstrup
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hitherto underused source of outdoor
amenity space. However, as well as
addressing a number of practical urban
planning issues, this trend also mirrors
several remarkable cultural changes.

Using water for public amenity func-
tions is not an entirely new phenomenon.
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
outdoor lidos built into the sea and along
river courses were hugely popular in
northern European cities. Major swim-
ming competitions were held in harbours
and urban river courses in many cities.
The post-war era decline in the popular-
ity of outdoor swimming and the move
towards more formally zoned and indoor
leisure activities have direct chronologi-
cal parallels with the relative decline of
traditional high streets, outdoor markets
and the vitality of public space in general.
Interestingly, their resurgence has also
been somewhat parallel.

Perhaps even more significantly, many
contemporary waterfront projects are
increasingly seeking to break down both



the physical and cultural barriers between man-made urban
environments and their immediate landscape contexts.

Oslo Opera House, designed by Snehetta, provides one
of the most direct examples of this approach. The project’s
striking architectural form and distinct white marble surface is
frequently interpreted as mimicking the ice that often fills the
Oslo Fjord, a water body that acts as a large municipal skating
rink in winter, and a free one at that. In summer the building’s
extensive and publicly accessible roofscape acts as a major urban
space, providing a location for everything from outdoor concerts
to informal picnics and quiet sunbathing. All of this happens on
a single white marble surface that slopes gently into the Oslo
Fjord, unhindered by barriers or fences.

DESIGN ICONOGRAPHY

As with many design movements, early pioneer projects often
act as paradigms for more widespread applications. Some of the
more iconic urban swimming and waterscape projects in Nordic
countries have happened at the same time as some of the largest
urban waterfront property developments and property booms.
Copenhagen-based BIG Architects’ Amager Strand and White
Arkitekter’s Kastrup Strand have both acted as common refer-
ence points for many subsequent projects, both in the region and
internationally.

The most distinctive projects are used extensively in market-
ing and branding campaigns, attracting both tourists and inward
investment. For better or worse, the huge publicly accessible
Oslo Opera House roof that slopes down into the fjord has now
become one of the most Instagrammable tourist destinations
in Scandinavia. At the same time and almost without exception,
it has been taken to heart by the citizens of Oslo as one of the
city’s most attractive and important public spaces. In addition to
countless other design prizes, the project was awarded the EU’s
Mies van der Rohe Architecture Award in 2009 because of its
immense contribution to the city and its public realm.

TROUBLE AT SEA

However, the recent intensification in the use of water as public
space in Nordic cities has not been without its challenges and
conflicts. A public bathing area in the Tjuvholmen area of Oslo,

a former port facility in central Oslo, has been a flashpoint for
many of these conflicts. A zoning plan for the whole area was
developed following a design competition in 2002. Twenty years
ago, people did not envisage just how popular the proposed pub-
lic bathing areas would become and how intensively they would
be used during the long Nordic summer evenings.

In 2014, following complaints about noise from neighbours
living in the surrounding residential blocks, signs were put up
by residents’ association property management bodies detailing
restrictions on opening hours and activities. This measure has
been highly controversial and contested, given different inter-
pretations of the original planning conditions, and the extensive
rights to roam and public access rights enshrined in law for
many years in Nordic countries.

Further north in Trondheim, waist-height railings — not
normally present alongside waterfronts in Nordic cities — were
recently installed to deter people from swimming in areas of
water also used for sailing motorboats into private moorings in
anew luxury residential development. Many legal experts claim
that even these waist-height railings, which have openings fitted
with swimming ladders to provide direct access to the water, are
in direct contravention of both right-to-roam legislation and
national legislation protecting the right to direct public access to
the coast.

The most direct urban parallel with this conflict between
swimmers and motorised private leisure boat traffic is perhaps
the conflict between pedestrians and car users. In 2021, the
city of Drammen, west of Oslo, introduced a ban on jet-skis in
its extensively regenerated harbour area, citing the specific
safety risks to swimmers and the wider issue of noise pollution.

2 Oslo Opera House
in winter. Source:
Snghetta / Ketil
Jacobsen
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Fronted by a famous politician leading a
flotilla of jet-skis into the harbour, this
water-based protest against the ban
provided an interesting example of water
being used for the most traditional of
public space activities — a public protest.

Fjords, harbours and rivers often form
the largest open spaces in Nordic cities.
Publicly accessible bathing facilities along
urban waterfronts act as a focus for social
gatherings, especially in the summer
months. Public access to open-air bathing
facilities thus provides an important
opportunity for social interaction, as well
as to swim for free, regardless of people's
economic background.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

A further benefit of open-air swimming
and leisure facilities is that they require
far fewer resources, both environmentally
and economically, when they are first
constructed. They also consume signifi-
cantly less energy than indoor facilities to
run. In Oslo, the opening hours for indoor
municipal swimming pools are reduced

in the summer months as people flock to
the city’s free publicly accessible outdoor
lidos and extensive municipal outdoor
bathing facilities.

Moreover, in increasingly denser
and hotter cities, water can provide a
welcome relief during long summer days.
The adaptive comfort theory, which is
frequently applied to the design of low-
energy buildings, can also be applied to
the design of outdoor environments and
the pressing issue of the urban heat island
effect in large cities. In short, extensive
research has shown that people’s ability
to either control or take individual action
to moderate their thermal environment
has a measurable impact on their thermal
comfort levels and tolerance of higher
summer temperatures.

Iceland also has a long tradition of
using naturally occurring volcanic geysers
and environmentally-friendly geothermal
energy to warm up outdoor pools, which
are such an important part of its culture
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and national identity. The Danish urban designer and theorist
Jan Gehl has also pointed out that the large outdoor communal
hot tubs and pools in Iceland are perfectly sized to encourage
social interaction. Several Icelandic commentators have even
claimed that these communal hot tubs are Iceland’s cultural
equivalent to Italy’s urban piazzas.

NORDIC AND INTERNATIONAL BATHING TRADITIONS
Across the globe, many cultures have bathing traditions that can
be traced back over centuries: the Japanese Olsen pools with par-
allels to the geothermal pools in Iceland, or the Turkish bath tra-
dition with direct roots in the Ottoman Empire and the Roman
Empire before it. These Roman and Ottoman traditions were
once an important part of civic life in Europe, and the physical
spaces that they took place in acted as important social arenas
in early European urban society. A number of these traditions
also have very clear philosophies and rituals related to the health
benefits of water. With typical Roman municipal efficiency, the
Latin word spa is in fact a three-letter abbreviation of a Latin
slogan Salve Per Aqua (health through water).

Many open-air urban swimming and leisure projects in Nor-
dic countries take their design cues directly from their own his-
toric traditions. The Icelandic sagas detail swimming activities
going back over a thousand years. An existing ancient Icelandic
stone geothermal hot tub, the Snorralaug, is believed to date
back to the 13th century. The even older Finnish sauna tradition
is thought to be several thousand years old and was recently
placed on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. In recent years, waterside and
floating saunas have become very popular in many Nordic cities,
with urban fjords and harbours functioning as all-important
plunge pools. As with the Roman spa, the sauna tradition has its
own deeply engrained social and health rituals.

BACK TO NATURE AND THE NATURE OF CITIES

Experts in the science of swimming refer to a set of human
physiological responses to being immersed in water that are
referred to in biological terms as mammalian diving responses.
These include a marked reduction in heartbeat rates and specific
changes to breathing patterns and metabolism. It is these physi-
ological responses that many people argue make swimming
relaxing and pleasurable, even in the middle of major cities.
Many writers have also referred to these physiological responses
when drawing parallels between swimming and the idea of
returning physiologically and metaphorically to early human
evolutionary roots.
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3 Oslo Opera House
and floating sauna:
Source: The City of
Oslo

4 Zoning plan for
the Bjorvika harbour
in Oslo, indicating
different public
functions zones for

areas of water. Source:

The City of Oslo

As well as public health
benefits, increased access
to water also offers the
potential to provide
common reference points
and a much-needed sense
of perspective on our own
lives living and working in
cities

As well as public health benefits,
increased access to water also offers the
potential to provide common reference
points and a much-needed sense of
perspective on our own lives living and
working in cities. Experiencing cities
from the water takes us back to the very
origins of most urban settlements, be they
small towns established on river crossings
or major cities that were once tiny pre-
historic coastal settlements. Waterfronts
in many cases have been continuously
inhabited by humans for thousands of
years. @

Karl Dubois, town planning consultant (retired)
Article translated and edited by Paul Woodville




Alvar Aalto:
Town Planner and
Ecological Designer

Paul Woodlville reappraises Aalto’s legacy

best known as the designer of glass vases and much-imitated

bent plywood chairs. His most famous vase, the Savoy, was
inspired by the characteristic landscape form of the 187,888 offi-
cially recorded lakes that pepper the Finnish countryside. The
Savoy vase is still manufactured in Finland today and remains a
global bestseller, nearly a hundred years after it was designed.
Despite being internationally acclaimed as an architect, Aalto’s
work as a town planner however, is much less well-known. His
town planning and urban design projects are also given surpris-
ingly little scholarly attention compared to his architectural and
industrial design projects.

Aalto’s town planning projects made up a large proportion
of his workload, especially in the later phases of his career. They
included small industrial towns, large university campuses, a
cultural quarter and a masterplan for the new town of Rovaniemi
near the Arctic Circle. Alvar Aalto died in 1976, shortly after the
1970s oil crisis that initiated a wave of innovative approaches
to energy efficiency and environmental design in town plan-
ning and architecture. He also lived and practised many years
before the term sustainability was formally conceptualised and
consciously applied to town planning practice. Nonetheless,
there are many environmental design lessons to be learned from

I nternationally the Finnish architect Alvar Aalto is perhaps

1 Finlandia Concert
Hall and Conference
Centre, Helsinki.
Source: Finlandia Talo.

Aalto’s town planning projects. These

projects can be characterised by three

themes:

1. The sensitive adaption of urban form to
site topography

2. A reinterpretation of classical and
archetypal European urban forms

3. Organic design forms and the use of
geological and naturalistic symbolism.

Aalto’s design work can also be divided
into three distinct but closely interrelated
periods. His early career began in the
1920s with a number of Neoclassical
projects, before he adopted a more
recognisably Modernist International
style in the 1930s. This approach, in turn,
evolved into the more regionally adapted
and distinctively organic design idiom for
which Aalto is most famous.

THE EARLY MODERNIST
During the 1930s, Aalto was a member
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3

of the CIAM group initiated by Le Corbusier and Siegfried
Gideon to promote Modernist town planning principles. He
was recommended to the group by the Swedish Modernist
architect-planner Sven Markelius, who later went on to lead
work on Stockholm’s ground-breaking 1948 masterplan, the
Generalplan. During this earlier period, one of Aalto’s most
significant masterplans was for the factory town of Sunila in
south-east Finland.

Aalto developed a comprehensive masterplan that
encompassed both the wood pulp processing facilities and
their associated administration, as well as extensive amenity
facilities and residential areas for the factory workers and
administration staff. In his book Fine Building, fellow CIAM
member and English architect-planner, Maxwell Fry writes
how Aalto recalled that ‘the first lines’ he drew in connection
with the Sunila masterplan were the flow and return pipes for
the wood-fired district heating system that provided cheap
environmentally-friendly heating for the town. Sunila’s residen-
tial areas were also carefully laid out to take solar orientation
into account, in the classic Modernist tradition.

Even more significantly, Aalto’s masterplan for Sunila’s main
residential areas is commonly regarded as Finland’s first forest
town. Finland’s forest towns were inspired by many aspects of
the English Garden City movement but, in addition to applying
Modernist architectural design principles, took a more locally
adapted and site-specific approach to siting residential projects
in the heavily wooded and rocky Finnish landscape. With many
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2 Masterplan for the
factory town of Sunila.
Source: Alvar Aalto
Museum

3 Detail from the
Sunila masterplan,
showing district
heating and communal
utilities. Source: Alvar
Aalto Museum.

of the central design themes explored by
Aalto at Sunila, forest towns went on to
become one of the quintessential town
planning paradigms in post-war Finland.

Aalto was especially skilled at adapt-
ing complex building designs to the
Finnish landscape. Many people have
made reference to the fact that his father
was a land surveyor, who would work up
his land survey drawings on a long white
table that was placed centrally in the fam-
ily home where Aalto would play and later
help his father with his drawings. Aalto’s
designs and site planning drawings dem-
onstrate incredible attention to detail
and adaption to site topography and
landscape features. Aalto later recalled
that it was his work on his father’s survey
drawings that taught him to see the ‘land-
scape as a functioning equilibrium’.

Aalto gradually became less active
in the international CIAM Modernist
planning group as his design approach
evolved and became increasingly organic
and responsive to immediate site
contexts, local microclimate, regional
identity and national traditions.

TOWARDS A REGIONAL
ARCHITECTURE
Aalto’s design projects became more
closely integrated into the Finnish
landscape, with his grassy outdoor
public staircase leading up to the civic
centre at Sdyndtsalo being one of the
most famous and iconic examples. At the
same time, this project forms a classic
acropolis of civic functions. Many of his
large-scale building and urban planning
projects made even more direct refer-
ence to classical urban forms, with the
large outdoor amphitheatre at Helsinki
University of Technology being one of the
most immediate examples. As a measure
of Aalto’s status in Finland today, after
being merged with the Helsinki School
of Economics and the University of Art
and Design in 2010, Helsinki University
of Technology was renamed Aalto Uni-
versity in his honour, and with a resulting
intersection of academic disciplines that
Aalto would surely have appreciated.
Aalto’s synthesis of Finnish landscape
forms and classical urban forms is a
key aspect of his work, firmly rooting
his projects in both a regional Finnish
context and wider European urban and
cultural traditions. His deep appreciation
of Ancient Greek and Italian urban form
stayed with him and evolved throughout
his working life. Aalto considered the
Italian hill town as ‘the purest, most
individual and natural form in urban
design’. He frequently gave his competi-
tion entries Latin or Greek mottos, and
stated how his acropolis-like Sdyndtsalo
civic centre was built upon ‘the inherited
values from the time of ancient Crete,
Greece, Rome to the Medieval and
Renaissance periods’.



Aalto designed another acropolis of civic facilities as part of
what was to be his largest urban and regional planning project,
the new town of Rovaniemi in northern Finland. This collection
of municipal buildings includes the town hall, a library and
a municipal theatre arranged so as to define a central public
square and a series of smaller outdoor entrance spaces, also
intended to provide shelter from the harsh sub-Arctic climate.

Like a Russian doll of interrelated scales, this collection of
public buildings and the public space they generate formed the
focal point of the post-war new town of Rovaniemi. In turn,
Aalto’s plan formed the focal point of a wider Aalto-led plan for
the Lapland region of which Rovaniemi was the main administra-
tive, cultural and economic centre. This 1950 regional plan was
also pioneering as it was one of the first major planning process
in Finland to include a broad team of technical advisers who car-
ried out extensive, social and economic impact studies to inform
the physical plan of Rovaniemi and its regional hinterland. The
plan was also developed before regional planning became an
official planning instrument in Finland in 1959.

In connection with his regional planning work and as a
counterpoint to separating town and country, or natural and
human environments, Aalto wrote that ‘the underlying meaning
of regional planning is to synchronise the development of town
and country’.

In 1945 and somewhat ahead of his time in terms of his
terminology and thinking, Aalto wrote of what he called the
‘resilience principle’ adding that ‘the basic structural solution of
the city has to be able to cope with all possible changes’.

AALTO’S DESIGN LEGACY

Towards the end of his career, alongside his work on the Finlan-
dia Concert Hall in central Helsinki, Aalto worked on a major
masterplan for the surrounding city centre district, an area that
was to house Finland’s most important national cultural facilities
and public buildings. This plan was also intended to integrate

a major urban motorway, parking and railway infrastructure
with public space and cultural projects on a monumental scale,
but at the same time with a distinctly organic landscape-based
approach to urban infrastructure planning. After many years
of work, only the Finlandia Concert Hall was built according to
Aalto’s masterplan. Had the rest of this radical masterplan been
carried out, Aalto might be famous as a planner and designer of
cities, and not just buildings, vases and chairs.

Aalto’s compatriot, architect-planner Eiliel Saarinen
designed many significant buildings in Finland and an important
earlier masterplan for Helsinki, as well as coming second in the
masterplanning competition for the Australian capital Canberra.
Saarinen once wrote that designers should ‘always design a thing
by considering it in its next larger context, a chair in a room, a
room in a house, a house in an environment, an environment
in a city plan”. This integrated approach is especially evident in
Aalto’s projects, which, in the case of key projects such as the
Sunila Factory Town, the Helsinki University of Technology
campus and Rovaniemi New Town span from the design of the
light fittings and furnishings to major buildings, public spaces
and residential districts.

Aalto was fascinated and inspired by nature across all
scales of design, but was by no means a romantic; indeed, he
once stated that ‘mechanisation and standardisation are an
essential part of democracy’ and ‘that one has to exercise tact
when approaching nature, that life has to be cultivated carefully
but using technology’. Aalto managed to combine a practical
approach to the technical and economic aspects of major public
planning processes with a design idiom that was both inspired by
and closely adapted to the Finnish landscape. An ever-increasing
focus on sustainable urbanism and holistic urban design
make Alvar Aalto’s pragmatic but creatively integrated design
approaches worthy of closer analysis.

Many of Aalto’s projects now feature in a new, EU-funded,
Alvar Aalto trail aimed at encouraging international tourism
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Aalto managed to combine a practical
approach to the technical and economic
aspects of major public planning
processes with a design idiom that was
both inspired by and closely adapted to
the Finnish landscape

and regional economic development in
the more isolated rural areas of Finland.
Aalto’s work is both local and global in
its context, asserting a clear vision of
Finnish national identity while remaining
international in its outlook and cultural
influences. It is this synthesis that makes
his work so distinct and very relevant

to younger generations of designers
working today both in Finland and
internationally. @

Paul Woodville, architect and urban planner,
HRTB Arkitekter, Oslo

4 Alvar Aalto with a
model of the Rovaniemi
Civic Centre. Source:
Alvar Aalto Museum.

URBAN DESIGN — WINTER 2022 — ISSUE 161



40 UPDATE

b ; ¥
R iimn ]
L ([t B o ; ;
iI!:: f i!f;.‘ %iﬂh‘f .ﬁ IE_..... <
[ | David Sim
J#__.f l::'f Foewword by dan Gahl

Soft City — Building Density
for Everyday Life

David Sim, 2019, Island Press £26.00,
ISBN 978 1642830187

The title of this beautifully illustrated book is
connected to hygge or hugging, exactly what
could not be done during the pandemic. It
means human proximity, conviviality and
neighbourliness. Based on his experience

in Scandinavia, Sim analyses the elements

of the city and how they can combine to
achieve these results.

Much of what Sim advocates will resonate
with today’s urban designers. Six principles
are outlined and developed throughout the
book: small scale, enclosure, from stacking
to layering, joined-up, multifunctional, con-
centrated and walkable. The book has three
parts: Building Blocks - living locally in an ur-
banizing world; Getting About and Getting On
in a congested and segregated world; and,
Living with the Weather in a time of climate
change. It ends with nine criteria for liveable
urban density, in which the author summa-
rises his views of the future city.

In the first part we get the basic ele-
ments of a desirable neighbourhood: the
perimeter block, high density but not high
rise, vertical and horizontal mixed uses,
continuous frontages, active frontages and
‘accommodating larger elements while main-
taining human scale’. One example given
shows how continental Europe has a differ-
ent approach to urban living from that in
Britain: the German Rathauskeller, a popular
restaurant that can be found in the base-
ment of many German town halls, combining
leisure and administration in one building.

The second part is about mobility and
how walking and cycling encourage sociabil-
ity. Sim dissects the various elements of the
public realm and shows how they can work
to favour pedestrians and cyclists and at the
same time create a convivial environment.
He develops Gehl’s work in Copenhagen
extending it to ‘walkable buildings’ and
considering in detail each part of the public
realm.

The third section considers the relation-
ships between indoor and outdoor, not just
in social terms as Jane Jacobs did, but in
terms of climate. The elements here include
ventilation, vegetation, the sun and water. It
explores all of the opportunities for outdoor
living in the city, from a strip outside the
house through to balconies, sidewalk cafes
and beaches.

The final part summarises the nine crite-
ria for successful and liveable urban density:
diversity of built form; diversity of outdoor
spaces; flexibility; human scale; walkabil-
ity; sense of control and identity; pleasant
microclimate; smaller carbon footprint; and,
greater biodiversity.

The book can be seen as a kind of toolkit
within a theoretical framework, but it is more
than that. Much of what Sim says will not be
new to urban designers but its value is in the
numerous examples, clearly presented and
illustrated, and as a useful source for stu-
dents and professionals. @

Sebastian Loew

People Cities — The Life and
Legacy of Jan Gehl

Annie Matan and Peter Newman,
2016 Island Press £30.00,
ISBN 978 1610917148

This is a highly readable account of the work
of Jan Gehl, one of the world’s most influen-
tial urban designers. Seven chapters dissect
Gehl’s life revealing the influences that
encouraged his people-centred view of ar-
chitecture, not least that of his psychologist
wife Ingrid. Gehl has had a lengthy academic
career, written a series of influential books
and has increasingly done more advocacy
and consultancy work, changing both politi-
cians’ mindsets and their cities, including
Melbourne, London, New York and Moscow.
Without being overly technical, the book
emphasises how ground-breaking his earlier
methodological studies of life in public
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spaces were. The interfaces and connections
between people and public space had never
before been so closely scrutinised.

Published in 2016, the book now ap-
pears dated as we are more alarmed by the
urgency of climate change, although the en-
vironment was never far from Gehl’s mind. It
is no coincidence that Copenhagen, where
Gehl was instrumental in documenting peo-
ple’s use of city spaces, is now amongst the
first cities to aim for carbon neutrality.

The genesis and scope of the various
books by Gehl is revealing. Life Between
Buildings (1971), Gehl’s critique of modern-
ism and a handbook for urban design, was
well received but for decades not well known
beyond a few Northern European countries.
It became international with English lan-
guage editions some 30 years after its first
Danish edition, and is now widely translated
and the best known of his books.

Illustrations, pictures and plans are
included in this book demonstrating the
transforming effects of his ideas. The lan-
guage matches his philosophy of making
cities and urban design more accessible to
ordinary people. It is clear that he also re-
sponded to opportunities as they arose, for
instance encouraging Denmark’s response to
the early 1970s oil crisis by ending motorway
building and promoting car-free Sundays, 50
years ahead of the UK (which looked to North
Sea oil and business as usual).

Gehl always wanted to engage people,
and he encouraged residents of a modern-
ist housing scheme to remake and humanise
their environment by providing a much-
needed playground, decried by some as ‘an
act of vandalism against architecture’. When
Gehl retired from the Royal Danish Academy
of Fine Arts’ School of Architecture, many
left and joined Gehl Associates, expand-
ing his practice. A child of the 1960s, Gehl
embraced people and multi-disciplinary
working. He said ‘to be a good architect you
had to love people’, surely a good test for
all urban designers and built environment
professionals.

Tim Hagyard, planning manager CPRE (Herts)



PUBLIC SPACE
DESIGN :1
SOCIAL COHESION

Public Space Design and
Social Cohesion — An
International Comparison

Patricia Aelbrecht and Quentin
Stevens (ed.), 2019, Routledge
£44 .99, ISBN 978 1138594036

We may think that everyone agrees on what
social cohesion is and that it is always a good
thing. Many academics and practitioners
also think that public space helps to achieve
social cohesion and that urban design is the
means to produce good public space. This
book challenges all of these assumptions
and, after a theoretical introduction, analy-
ses 14 cases studies from a range of coun-
tries in both the Global South and North. The
introduction is dense and complex as the
authors cover a very large range of literature.
Their quest is to find a ‘more clear and rigor-
ous working definition of public space and
social cohesion’, and this is exemplified in
their confrontation with both homogeneous
and mixed use neighbourhoods; there is no
universal agreement about which is better
and furthermore, opinions evolve with time.

The cases studies, by different authors,
are framed by five themes: emerging typolo-
gies of public space; symbolism and sense of
belonging; design elements that encourage
social interaction; processes of engage-
ment, participation and placemaking; and,
reflections from urban design practices. The
authors have varying perspectives on each of
these and readers will agree with some and
disagree with others.

Examples in the first part, Top-down
Projects, include the Danish approach to
democratic public space, participation in the
design of spaces in Vienna, and the trans-
formation of a park in Ankara into a more
inclusive space. Somewhat different is an
article about memorials and their effect on
social cohesion, or one on estate regenera-
tion where social control is a motivating
element and different to others. The sec-
ond part deals with Bottom-up Approaches
where collaboration and participation in the

. age _®

Civilizing
.y ®

Cities

An Analysls of the Major

Political kesves of our Time

design of public space or neighbourhoods
have increased social cohesion. Examples
come from Colombia, a refugee neighbour-
hood in Lebanon, and Taipei; the latter
differs from the others as the participants
are not just local but come from the wider
city, increasing its networks. The final part,
Post Occupancy Evaluations does what few
texts do and it is obviously very valuable. The
contributors analyse: the impact on social
cohesion of new spaces in Lisbon; ameni-
ties catering for immigrant communities in
Amsterdam; a pop-up space in Philadel-
phia; two high-profile city centre parks, one
in the UK, the other in India; and commer-
cial streets in the Global North compared

to those in the Global South. One chapter
considers the effect on social cohesion of
encountering the unfamiliar, the different or
the dangerous.

There is a huge amount of interesting
information in this book. However, it is pro-
foundly academic and this is emphasised
by the theoretical introduction to each case
study. For practitioners, the case studies
published on their own, without the aca-
demic language and with better illustrations,
would be of much greater benefit. @

Sebastian Loew

Civilizing Cities - An
Analysis of the Major
Political Issues of our Time

David Williams, 2021, Arena Books,
£18.99, ISBN 191 159379X

This is a big book, hugely ambitious and
wide-ranging. It has 403 pages, and | con-
fess that | have not read them all yet. The
publisher had no more review copies, so |
have been reading a PDF, which tests both
my patience and my eyesight. But the book is
very rewarding and enjoyable. Williams has
spent his life in urban planning in Liverpool
and elsewhere in economic development
and regeneration. His style is animated and
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engaging, not academic, and the book is very
polemical. It is structured on several antith-
eses: socialism vs. capitalism, localism vs.
big business, town centres vs. retail parks,
density vs. sprawl, and more. He marshals
great quantities of facts and statistics, but
his passions and prejudices show plainly. |
like the book because | share many of them:
that’s my prejudice admitted.

Williams’ three guiding principles are
density, diversity and democracy. The ten
chapters are organised into three groups:
Part 1 reviews the history of urban growth;
Part 2 describes the decline of local econo-
mies, neighbourhoods, transport and
diversity; and, Part 3 of course describes how
to fix and revive cities: basically it’s Survey,
Analysis, Plan. In his introduction, Williams
defines his comprehensive aim as ‘a synopsis
of all the issues that affect the quality of life
in our towns and cities’. A sample subhead-
ing from each chapter indicates the range
covered: Garden cities; Slum clearance; Ur-
ban entropy; Customer or consumer; Wealth
generation; Personal mobility - reclaim the
streets; Rearing the young; No people, no
plans; Good design; Citizen power.

The prescription of how to make cit-
ies better in Part 3 is a bit mind-boggling in
its wide coverage. Much of it is an analysis
of the National Planning Policy Framework
(‘woefully inept’). But Williams is not content
just to criticise it, he rewrites it. The out-
come is very discursive and could have been
edited to a more modest length, but it is very
entertaining and educational. The NPPF’s
claims that it is based upon the principle of
sustainable development are ridiculed. Else-
where, Williams’ prescriptions cover building
conservation, tax laws, farming subsidies,
the reform of the House of Lords, housing
densities and much more. There is even a 14-
page afterword on COVID-19. The book is so
diverse that the index is much needed, but it
is unfortunately not comprehensive enough.
It is impossible to summarise it all, but much
of it rests on the virtues of grassroots local
government. The final words are: Think local.
Act local. @

Joe Holyoak
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The following practices and urban
design courses are members of the
Urban Design Group. Please see
the UDG's website www.udg.org.uk
for more details.

Those wishing to be included in
future issues should contact the
UbG

70 Cowcross Street

London EC1M GEJ

T 0207250 0892

C Robert Huxford

E administration@udg.org.uk
W www.udg.org.uk

ADAM URBANISM

old Hyde House

75 Hyde Street

Winchester SO23 7DW

T 01962843843

C Hugh Petter
hugh.petter@adamarchitecture.com
W www.adamurbanism.com
World-renowned for progressive,
classical design covering town and
country houses, housing development,
urban masterplans, commercial
development and public buildings.

AECOM

Aldgate Tower, 2 Leman Street

London E1 8FA

T 0207798 5987

C Mark Hughes

E mark.hughes@aecom.com

W www.aecom.com

One of the largest built environment
practices in the UK offering an integrated
life-cycle approach to projects

from urban designers, architects,
engineers, scientists, management, and
construction consultants.

ALAN BAXTER

75 Cowcross Street

London EC1M 6EL

T 02072501555

C Clare Coats

E ccoats@alanbaxter.co.uk

W www.alanbaxter.co.uk

An engineering and urban design
practice. Particularly concerned with
the thoughtful integration of buildings,
infrastructure and movement, and the
creation of places.

ALLEN PYKE ASSOCIATES

The Factory, 2 Acre Road
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF

T 02085493434

C James Hyde

E design@allenpyke.co.uk

W www.allenpyke.co.uk
Innovative, responsive, committed,
competitive, process. Priorities: people,
spaces, movement, culture. Places:
regenerate, infill, extend create.

ALLIES & MORRISON:

URBAN PRACTITIONERS

85 Southwark Street, London SE1 oHX
T 02079210100

C Anthony Rifkin

E arifkin@am-up.com

W www.urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Specialist competition winning urban
regeneration practice combining
economic and urban design skills.
Projects include West Ealing and
Plymouth East End.

ANDREW MARTIN PLANNING
Town Mill, Mill Lane, Stebbing,
Dunmow, Essex CM6 3SN

T 01371855855

C Andrew Martin

E info@am-plan.com

W www.am-plan.com

Independent planning and urban design
consultancy. AM-P advise public and
private sector clients on strategic site
promotion, development planning
and management, planning appeals,
masterplanning and community
engagement.

ARCHI-SCAPE

123 Beach Road, Hartford

Norwich CW8 3AB

T 07884 401777

C Chris Brearley

E c.brearley@archi-scape.net
Archi-Scape aims to fuse quality
architecture with thoughtful urban
design to create delightful buildings,
places and spaces for all.

ARC LANDSCAPE DESIGN

& PLANNING

Engravers House, 35 Wick Road
Teddington TW11 9DN

T 0203538 8980

C Vanessa Ross

E v.ross@arcldp.co.uk

W www.arcldp.co.uk

Landscape architectural with studios
in London and the East Midlands with
expertise in both assessment and
design, we provide project specific
pragmatic and creative design services.

AR URBANISM

63 Rivington Street

London EC2A 3QQ

T 020 3290 8979

C Amanda Reynolds

E amanda@ar-urbanism.com

W www.ar-urbanism.com

AR Urbanism specialises in urban design
and masterplanning projects. We are
a niche consultancy, proud of the high
quality of service we provide for our
clients and our commitment to the
communities we work with.

AREA

Grange, Linlithgow

West Lothian EH49 7RH

T 01506 843247

C Karen Cadell

E ask@area.uk.com

W www.area.uk.com

Making places imaginatively to deliver
the successful, sustainable and humane
environments of the future.

AREA LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
Blackhouse Studio, Pin Mill

Ipswich 1P9 1JN

T 01473781994

C Charlotte Norman

E charlotte@area-la.com

W www.area-la.com

We work on civic, commercial and
occasional private development projects
across the UK and beyond, specialising
in difficult sites with complex planning
issues.

ASHENDEN ARCHITECTURE

14 Debden Mill Business Centre

old Maltings Approach

Woodbridge IP12 1BL

T 01394 788768

C Philip Ashenden
philip@ashendenarchitectureltd.co.uk
www.ashendenarchitectureltd.co.uk
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ASSAEL ARCHITECTURE

123 Upper Richmond Road

London SW15 2TL

T 02077367744

C Russell Pedley

E pedley@assael.co.uk

W www.assael.co.uk

Architects and urban designers covering
mixed use, hotel, leisure and residential,
including urban frameworks and
masterplanning projects.

ATKINS PLC

Nova North 11

Bressenden Place, Westminster
London SW1E 5BY

T 02071212000

C Neil Manthorpe

E neil.manthorpe@atkinsglobal.com
W www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a
range of built environment specialists
working together to deliver quality
places for everybody to enjoy.

BACA ARCHITECTS

Unit 1,199 Long Lane

London SE1 4PN

T 02073975620

C Richard Coutts

E enquiries@baca.uk.com

W www.baca.uk.com

Award-winning architects with 100 per
cent planning success. Baca Architects
have established a core specialism in
waterfront and water architecture.

BALDWIN DESIGN CONSULTANCY
4 Marina Walk, Pennington Wharf
Plank Lane, Leigh WN7 4EZ

T 01925747615

C Graham Baldwin

E g.baldwin@baldwindesign.net

W www.baldwindesign.net

Baldwin Design'’s award winning
services, include masterplanning, urban
design, surburban space planning,
across multi use classes form inception
to completion.

BARTON WILLMORE PARTNERSHIP
READING

The Blade, Abbey Square

Reading RG1 3BE

T 0118943 0000

MANCHESTER

Tower 12, 18/22 Bridge Street
Spinningfields

Manchester M3 3BZ

T 0161817 4900

C Dan Mitchell

E masterplanning@bartonwillmore.co.uk
BIRMINGHAM

9th Floor, Bank House, 8 Cherry Street
Birmingham B2 5AL

T 01217115151

C Luke Hillson

E luke.hillson@bartonwillmore.co.uk
W www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
Concept through to implementation on
complex sites, comprehensive design
guides, urban regeneration, brownfield
sites, and major urban expansions.

BE1 ARCHITECTS

5 Abbey Court, Fraser Road

Priory Business Park

Bedford MK44 3WH

LONDON

107 Clerkenwell Workshops

27/31 Clerkenwell Close

London EC1R oDU

T 01234 261266

C Selma Hooley

E selma.hooley@be-1.co.uk

W www.berarchitects.co.uk
BE1is a practice of creative and
experienced architects, designers,
masterplanners, visualisers and
technicians. We are skilled in the
design and delivery of masterplanning,
architectural and urban design projects
and are committed to designing the
appropriate solution for all of our
projects.

BIDWELLS

Bidwell House, Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD

T 01223 559800

C Chris Surfleet

E chris.surfleet@bidwells.co.uk
W www.bidwells.co.uk

Planning, landscape and urban
design consultancy, specialising
in masterplanning, townscape
assessment, landscape and visual
impact assessment.

BOYER

24 Southwark Bridge Road

London SE19HF

T 02032682018

C Ananya Banerjee
ananyabanerjee@boyerplanning.co.uk
W www.boyerplanning.co.uk

Offices in Bristol, Cardiff, Colchester,
London and Wokingham.

Planning and urban design consultants
offering a wide range of services

to support sites throughout the
development process. We believe in
shaping places through responsive
design.

BOYLE + SUMMERS

Canute Chambers, Canute Road
Southampton So14 3AB

T 02380 631432/ 07824 698033

C Richard Summers

E Richard@boyleandsummers.co.uk
W www.boyleandsummers.co.uk
Space-shapers, place-makers,

street designers and development
promoters. Value generators, team
workers and site finders. Strategists,
pragmatists, specialists and generalists.
Visioneers, urbanists, architects and
masterplanners.

BROADWAY MALYAN

Homes House, 4 Pear Place

London SE18BT

T 02072614200

C James Rayner

E j.rayner@broadwaymalyan.com
W www.broadwaymalyan.com

We are an international interdisciplinary
practice which believes in the value of
placemaking-led masterplans that are
rooted in local context.

BROCK CARMICHAEL ARCHITECTS
19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ

T 01512426222

C Michael Cosser

E office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Masterplans and development briefs.
Mixed use and brownfield regeneration
projects. Design in historic and sensitive
settings. Integrated landscape design.



BDP

16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell
London EC1V 4LJ

T 02078128000

C Nick Edwards

E nick.edwards@bdp.com

W www.bdp.co.uk

BDP offers town planning,
masterplanning, urban design,
landscape, regeneration and
sustainability studies, and has teams
based in London, Manchester and
Belfast.

CARTER JONAS

One Chapel Place

London W1G oBG

T 0207518 3226

C Johnny Clayton

E johnny.clayton@carterjonas.co.uk
W www.carterjonas.co.uk/
masterplanning-and-urban-design
Multidisciplinary practice working
throughout the UK with dedicated
masterplanning studio: specialises

in urban design and masterplanning,
place-making, new settlements and
urban extensions, urban regeneration,
sustainability and community
consultation.

CATOE/BROWN ARCHITECTURE &
LANDSCAPE STUDIO

10 Huntly Square, Abban Street
Inverness IV3 8TJ

T 01463741153

C Edward Brown

E studio@catoebrown.co.uk

W www.catoebrown.co.uk/

Our aim is to improve the perception
of architecture primarily within the
Highlands, developing irrepressible
designs that encourages economical,
environmental and social growth.

CHAPMAN TAYLOR LLP

10 Eastbourne Terrace

London W2 6LG

T 02073713000

E ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
W www.chapmantaylor.com
MANCHESTER

Bass Warehouse, 4 Castle Street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4LZ

T 0161828 6500

E ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international
firm of architects and urban designers
specialising in mixed use city centre
regeneration and transport projects
throughout the world.

CITY ID

23 Trenchard Street

Bristol BS15AN

T 0117 917 7000

C Mike Rawlinson

E mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
W cityid.co.uk

Place branding and marketing vision
masterplanning, urban design, public
realm strategies, way finding and
legibility strategies, information design
and graphics.

CORSTORPHINE & WRIGHT
One Mortimer Street

London W1T 3JA

T 02078420820

C Jonathan Tarbatt

E jtarbatt@cw-architects.co.uk
W www.corstorphine-wright.com
An award-winning AJ 100 top 25
architectural practice with 11 design
studios across the UK and Ireland.
We have a unique reputation —
combining creative excellence and
commercial awareness.

CSA ENVIRONMENTAL

Dixies Barns, High Street

Ashwell SG7 5NT

T 01462743647

C clive Self

E ashwell@csaenvironmental.co.uk
W www.csaenvironmental.co.uk
Delivering masterplanning, design
coding and implementations. Specialist
knowledge across landscape, ecology,
archaeology and urbanism leading

to well-presented, high quality,
commercially aware schemes.

DAP ARCHITECTURE

3-5 Hospital Approach

Chelmsford, Essex CM17FA

T 01245 440302

C Richard Maloney

E studio@daparchitecture.co.uk

W www.daparchitecture.co.uk

We provide a comprehensive range

of consultancy services relating to
architectural, interior and urban design.

DAR

74 Wigmore Street

London, W1U 2SQ

T 02079621333

C Robyn Gilmour

E robyn.gilmour@dar.com

W www.dar.com

Dar is a leading international
multidisciplinary consultantin

urban design, planning, landscape,
engineering, architecture, project
management, transportation and
economics. The founding member of
Dar Group, we are 10,000 strong in 40
offices worldwide.

DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES LTD
50 North Thirteenth Street

Central Milton Keynes

Milton Keynes MK9 3BP

T 01908 666276

C Simon Pugh

E spugh@davidlock.com

W www.davidlock.com

David Lock Associates is an award-
winning independent town planning,
urban design and masterplanning
consultancy with over 30 years of
experience providing expert advice to
the development industry.

DEFINE

Unit 6, 133-137 Newhall Street
Birmingham B3 1SF

T 01212371901

C Andy Williams

E enquiries@wearedefine.com

W www.wearedefine.com

Define specialises in the promotion,
shaping and assessment of
development. Our work focuses on
strategic planning, masterplanning,
urban design codes, EIA, TVIA, estate
strategies, public realm design,
consultation strategies, urban design
audits and expert witness.

DESIGN BY POD

99 Galgate, Barnard Castle

Co Durham DL12 8ES

T 01833 696600

C Andy Dolby

E andy@designbypod.co.uk
Masterplanning, site appraisal, layout
and architectural design. Development
frameworks, urban regeneration, design
codes, briefs and design and access
statements.

ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSION
PARTNERSHIP

Tithe Barn, Barnsley Park Estate
Barnsley, Cirencester GL7 5EG

T 01285740427

C Peter Widdrington

E peterw@edp-uk.co.uk

W www.edp-uk.co.uk

The Environmental Dimension
Partnership Ltd provides independent
environmental planning and design
advice to landowners, and property and
energy sector clients from offices in the
Cotswolds and Cardiff.

FABRIK LTD

1st Floor Studio

4-8 Emerson Street

London SE19DU

T 0207 6201453

C Johnny Rath

E johnny@fabrikuk.com

W www.fabrikuk.com

We are a firm of landscape architects,
landscape planners, urban designers
and arboriculturists based in Alton and
London.

FARRELLS

7 Hatton Street, London NW8 8PL

T 0207258 3433

C Katerina Karaga

E enquiries@terryfarrell.co.uk

W www.farrells.com

Architectural, urban design, planning
and masterplanning services. New
buildings, refurbishment, conference/

exhibition centres and visitor attractions.

FAULKNERBROWNS

Dobson House, Northumbrian Way
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 6QW

T 0191268 3007

C Ben Sykes

E b.sykes@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
W www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
FaulknerBrowns is a regionally-based
architectural design practice with a
national and international reputation
in masterplanning, offices, healthcare,
commercial mixed use, industrial and
residential.

FERIA URBANISM

Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA

T 01202548676

C Richard Eastham

E info@feria-urbanism.eu

W www.feria-urbanism.eu

Expertise in urban planning,

masterplanning and public participation.

Specialisms include design for the
night time economy, urban design
skills training and local community
engagement.

FLETCHER PRIEST ARCHITECTS
Middlesex House

34/42 Cleveland Street

London W1T 4JE

T 0207034 2200

F 02076375347

C Jonathan Kendall

E london@fletcherpriest.com
W www.fletcherpreist.com

Work ranges from city-scale masterplans

(Stratford City, Riga) to architectural
commissions for high-profile
professional clients.

INDEX

FOWLER ARCHITECTURE

& PLANNING LTD

39 High Street, Pewsey
Marlborough

Wiltshire SWN9 5AF

T 01672569 444

E enquiries@faap.co.uk

W www.faap.co.uk

We are a family-run practice of
architects, town planners and urban
designers with over 35 years of
experience creating luxury family homes
across the South of England.

FPCR ENVIRONMENT

& DESIGN LTD

Lockington Hall, Lockington

Derby DE74 2RH

T 01509 672772

C Tim Jackson

E tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk

W www.fpcr.co.uk

Integrated design and environmental
practice. Specialists in masterplanning,
urban and mixed use regeneration,
development frameworks, EIAs and
public inquiries.

FRAMEWORK ARCHITECTURE AND
URBAN DESIGN

3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane

Burton Waters, Lincoln LN12WN

T 01522535383

C Gregg Wilson

E info@frameworklincoln.co.uk

W www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
Architecture and urban design. A
commitment to the broader built
environment and the particular dynamic
of a place and the design opportunities
presented.

GARSDALE DESIGN LIMITED

High Branthwaites, Frostrow
Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5JR

T 015396 20875

C Derrick Hartley

E info@garsdaledesign.co.uk

W www.garsdaledesign.co.uk

GDL provides masterplanning and
urban design, architecture and heritage
services developed through 25 years
wide ranging experience in the UK and
Middle East.

GILLESPIES

LONDON

1St John’s Square

London EC1M 4DH

T 02072512929

C Jim Diggle

E jim.diggle@gillespies.co.uk
MANCHESTER

Westgate House

44 Hale Road, Hale

Cheshire WA14 2EX

T 01619287715

C Jim Fox

E jim.fox@gillespies.co.uk

W www.gillespies.co.uk

Offices also based in Oxford, Leeds
and Moscow

Gillespies is a leading international
multidisciplinary design practice
specialising in urban design,
masterplanning, strategic planning,
design guidelines, public realm design,
landscape design and environmental
assessments.
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GLEN HOWELLS ARCHITECTS
LONDON

Middlesex House, 34-42 Cleveland
Street, London W1T 4JE

T 02074079915

C Jack Pritchard
communications@glennhowells.co.uk
BIRMINGHAM

321 Bradford Street

Birmingham, B5 6ET

C 0121666 7640

W www.glennhowells.co.uk

Clear thinking designers, exploring ideas
of making buildings and places that
improve people’s lives.

GLOBE CONSULTANTS LTD
The Tithe Barn, Greestone Place
Lincoln LN2 1PP

T 01522563 515

C Phil Scrafton

E enquiry@globelimited.co.uk
W www.globelimited.co.uk

A team of highly experienced and
qualified development and town
planning specialists, providing practical
and effective advice and services
throughout the UK.

GM DESIGN ASSOCIATES LTD

22 Lodge Road, Coleraine

Co. Londonderry BT52 INB

Northern Ireland

T 02870356138

C Bill Gamble

E bill.gamble@g-m-design.co.uk
W www.g-m-design.com
Architecture, town and country planning,
urban design, landscape architecture,
development frameworks and briefs,
feasibility studies, sustainability
appraisals, public participation and
community engagement.

HOK INTERNATIONAL LTD
Qube, 90 Whitfield Street

London W1T 4EZ

T 02076362006

C John Prevc

E john.prevc@hok.com

W www.hok.com

HOK delivers design of the highest
quality. Itis one of Europe’s leading
architectural practices, offering
experienced people in a diverse range of
building types, skills and markets.

HUSKISSON BROWN ASSOCIATES
17 Upper Grosvenor Road

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN12DU

T 01892527828

C Nicola Brown

E office@huskissonbrown.co.uk
W www.huskissonbrown.co.uk
Landscape consultancy offering
masterplanning, streetscape and
urban park design, estate restoration,
environmental impact assessments.

HTA DESIGN LLP

78 Chamber Street, London E1 8BL

T 0207485 8555

C Simon Bayliss

E simon.bayliss@hta.co.uk

W www.hta.co.uk

HTA Design LLP is a multi-disciplinary
practice of architecture, landscape
design, planning, urban design,
sustainability, graphic design and
communications based in London and
Edinburgh, specialising in regeneration.

IBI GROUP

One Didsbury Point, 2 The Avenue
Didsbury, Manchester M2o 2EY

T 0161696 4980

C Fiona Barker

W www.ibigroup.com

We are a globally integrated urban
design, planning, architecture, town
planning, masterplanning, landscape
architecture, engineering and
technology practice.

ICENI PROJECTS

Da Vinci House

44 Saffron Hill

London EC1N 8FH

T 0203640 8508

C Paul Drew

E pdrew@iceniprojects.com

W www.iceniprojects.com

Iceni Projects is a planning and
development consultancy with an
innovative and commercially-minded
approach aimed at delivering success.

IDP GROUP

27 Spon Street

Coventry CV13BA

T 02476527600

C Ben Flippance

E bflippance@idpgroup.com

W www.weareidp.com

We are IDP. We enhance daily life
through architecture. We use design
creativity, logic, collaboration and
pragmatism to realise places and space.
Ideas, delivered.

JACOBS

2nd Floor Cottons Centre

Cottons Lane

London SE12QG

T 02039802000

C Nivedita Vijayan

E nivedita.vijayan@jacobs.com

W www.jacobs.com

At Jacobs, we're challenging today to
reinvent tomorrow. Jacobs provides a
full spectrum of professional services
including consulting, technical, scientific
and project delivery for the government
and private sector.

JB PLANNING ASSOCIATES
Chells Manor, Chells Lane
Stevenage, Herts SG2 7AA

T 01438 312130

C John Boyd

E john.boyd@jbplanning.com

W www.jbplanning.com

JB Planning Associates is an
independent firm of chartered town
planning consultants and urban
designers, providing expert advice
and design solutions to land owners
and developers on site promotion and
development.

JTP

LONDON

Unit 5, The Rum Warehouse
Pennington Street

London E1W 2AP

T 02070171780

C Marcus Adams

E info@jtp.co.uk

EDINBURGH

2nd Floor Venue Studios, 15-21
Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DL
T 01312722762

C Alan Stewart

E info@jtp.co.uk

W www.jtp.co.uk

JTP is an international place-
making practice of architects and
masterplanners, specialising in
harnessing human energy to create new
places and breathe life into existing
ones.
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KAY ELLIOTT

5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay

Devon TQ12JP

T 01803 213553

C Richard Maddock

E richard.maddock@kayelliott.co.uk
W www.kayelliott.co.uk

International studio with 30 year history
of imaginative architects and urban
designers, creating buildings and places
that enhance their surroundings and add
financial value.

LAMBERT SMITH HAMPTON

UK House, 180 Oxford Street

London W1D 1NN

T 0207198 2000

C Colin Pullan

E cpullan@lsh.co.uk

W www.lsh.co.uk

How things work and look matter.

LSH knit together commercial urban
design advice and skills to deliver better
places and built environments, ensuring
enduring value.

LAVIGNE LONSDALE LTD
TRURO

22 Lemon Street, Truro

Cornwall TR1 2LS

T 01872273118

C Martyn Lonsdale

E info@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
BATH

First Floor Stable Block

Newton St Loe

Bath BA2 9BR

T 01225421539

W www.lavigne.co.uk

We are an integrated practice of
masterplanners, urban designers,
landscape architects and product
designers. Experienced in large
scale, mixed use and residential
masterplanning, health, education,
regeneration, housing, parks, public
realm and streetscape design.

LDA DESIGN

LONDON

209-215 Blackfriars Road

London SE1 8NL

T 02074671470

C Mark williams
mark.williams@lda-design.co.uk
W www.lda-design.co.uk
GLASGOW

Sovereign House

158 West Regent Street

Glasgow G2 4RL

T 01412229780

C Kirstin Taylor

E kirstin.taylor@lda-design.co.uk
Offices throughout the UK

We are an independent consultancy
helping clients create places where
people belong. We provide landscape-
led masterplanning, design and planning
services to developers, landowners,
communities, universities and
government.

LEVITT BERNSTEIN

ASSOCIATES LTD

Thane Studios, 2-4 Thane Villas
London N7 7PA

T 02072757676

C Glyn Tully

E post@levittbernstein.co.uk

W www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Urban design, masterplanning, full
architectural service, lottery grant bid
advice, interior design, urban renewal
consultancy and landscape design.

LHC URBAN DESIGN

Design Studio, Emperor Way, Exeter
Business Park, Exeter, Devon EX13QS
T 01392 444334

C Paul Osborne

E posborne@lhc.net

W www.lhc.net

Urban designers, architects and
landscape architects, providing an
integrated approach to strategic
visioning, regeneration, urban renewal,
masterplanning and public realm
projects. Creative, knowledgeable,
practical, passionate.

LICHFIELDS

The Minster Building, 21 Mincing Lane
London EC3R 7AG

T 0207837 4477

C Nick Thompson

E nthompson@lichfields.co.uk

W www.nlpplanning.com

Also at Newcastle upon Tyne and
Cardiff

Urban design, masterplanning,
heritage/conservation, visual appraisal,
regeneration, daylight/sunlight
assessments, public realm strategies.

LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES

Unit 1, The Exchange 9 Station Road
Stansted, Essex CM24 8AG

T 01279 647044

C Sean Vessey

E office@lizlake.com

W www.lizlake.com

We undertake rapid area analysis &
urban visual impact assessment to
contribute to the design development
of a project. We work in multidisciplinary
teams on the cohesive development of
buildings, spaces and landscapes to
produce the best-quality public realm
environments.

Luc

250 Waterloo Road

London SE18RD

T 0207383 8472

C Adrian Wikeley

E urbandesign@landuse.co.uk

W www.landuse.co.uk

Offices also in Bristol, Manchester,
Glasgow and Edinburgh.

Urban regeneration, landscape
design, masterplanning, sustainable
development, environmental planning,
environmental assessment, landscape
planning and management.

MACE GROUP

155 Moorgate

London, EC2M 6XB

T 02035223000

C Kevin Radford

E kevin.radford@macegroup.com
W www.macegroup.com

An adventurous and innovative
company offering urban design and
masterplanning services as part of
the consulting arm of the business
and alongside its Development,
Construction and Operational Services.

MACCREANOR LAVINGTON

63 Gee Street

London, EC1V 3RS

T 02073367353

C Kevin Radford

E uk@maccreanorlavington.com

W www.maccreanorlavington.com
Maccreanor Lavington are architects
and urbanists based in London and
Rotterdam. Working on significant large-
scale projects, city extensions, and new
sustainable neighbourhoods.



METIS CONSULTANTS LTD

4th Floor Spencer House

23 Sheen Road, Richmond

London TW9 1BN

T 0208948 0249

C Luke Meechan

E info@metisconsultants.co.uk

W www.metisconsultants.co.uk

Our team of talented engineers and
architects deliver exceptional quality
schemes, on time and on budget. Our
track record of creating flagship healthy
streets, town centre renewals, low
emission neighbourhoods and cycleway
schemes is unrivalled.

METROPOLIS PLANNING

AND DESIGN

4 Underwood Row

London N17LQ

T 02073242662

C Greg Cooper

E info@metropolis.com

W ww.metropolispd.com
Metropolitan urban design solutions
drawn from a multi-disciplinary studio
of urban designers, architects, planners
and heritage architects.

METROPOLITAN WORKSHOP
14-16 Cowcross Street

London EC1M 6DG

T 0207566 0450

C David Prichard/Neil Deeley

E info@metwork.co.uk

W www.metwork.co.uk
Metropolitan Workshop has experience
in urban design, land use planning,
regeneration and architecture in the
UK, Eire and Norway. Recent projects:
Ballymun Dublin, Durham Millennium
Quarter, Adamstown District Centre
Dublin, Bjorvika Waterfront.

NASH PARTNERSHIP

23a Sydney Buildings

Bath, Somerset BA2 6BZ

T 01225 442424

C Donna Fooks-Bale

E dfooks-bale@nashpartnership.com
W www.nashpartnership.com

Nash Partnership is an architecture,
planning, urban design, conservation
and economic regeneration consultancy
based in Bath and Bristol.

NEAVES URBANISM

London

T 0208194 o111

C Katy Neaves

E katy@neavesurbanism.co.uk

W www. bani co.uk

We are an independent townscape and
urban design consultancy that works
throughout the UK and provides expert
advice during the design development
process.

NEW MASTERPLANNING

107 Bournemouth Road

Poole, Dorset BH14 9HR

T 01202742228

C Andy Ward

E office@newMasterplanning.com
W www.newMasterplanning.com
Our skills combine strategic planning
with detailed implementation, design
flair with economic rigour, independent
thinking with a partnership approach.

NICHOLAS PEARSON ASSOCIATES
The Farm House, Church Farm Business
Park, Corston, Bath BA2 9AP

T 01225876990

C Jamie Farnell

E jamie.farnell@npaconsult.co.uk

W www.npaconsult.co.uk
Masterplanning, public realm design,
streetscape analysis, concept and detail
designs. Also full landscape architecture
service, EIA, green infrastructure,
ecology and biodiversity, environmental
planning and management.

NINETEEN 47

Unit 4, Innovative Mews

Lake View Drive, Sherwood Park
Nottingham NG15 oEA

T 0330818 947

C Richard Walshaw

E info@nineteeng7.co.uk

W nineteeng7.co.uk

Chartered town planners and urban
designers

NODE URBAN DESIGN

33 Holmfield Road

Leicester LE2 1SE

T 0116 2708742

C Nigel Wakefield

E nwakefield@nodeurbandesign.com
W www.nodeurbandesign.com

An innovative team of urban design,
landscape and heritage consultants who
believe that good design adds value.
Providing sustainable urban design

and masterplan solutions at all scales
of development with a focus on the
creation of a sense of place.

NOVELL TULLETT

The Studio, Home Farm

Barrow Court Lane, Barrow Gurney
Bristol BS48 3RW

T 01275 462476

C Simon Lindsley

E bristol@novelltullett.co.uk

W www.novelltullett.co.uk

Urban design, landscape architecture
and environmental planning.

OPTIMISED ENVIRONMENTS
OPEN

Quartermile Two

2nd Floor, 2 Lister Square

Edinburgh EH3 9GL

T 01312215920

C Pol MacDonald

E info@op-en.co.uk

W www.optimisedenvironments.com
A multidisciplinary design company
encompassing masterplanning, urban
design, landscape architecture, and
architecture, with depth of experience
at all scales, from tight urban situations
to regional landscapes. We work in the
UK and overseas.

ORIGIN3

23 Westfield Park, Redland

Bristol BS6 6LT

T 0117980 4900

C Chris Wilson

E info@origin3.co.uk

W www.origin3.co.uk

Planning and urban design consultancy

OUTERSPACE

The Boathouse, 27 Ferry Road
Teddington TW11 9NN

T 0208973 0070

C Richard Broome

E rbroome@outerspaceuk.com
W www.outerspaceuk.com

At Outerspace our designers strive
to create places for the ‘everyday’,
balancing creativity with practicality,
working closely with our clients and
communities to create better places for
people and nature.

PEGASUS GROUP

5 The Priory, Old London Road, Canwell
Sutton Coldfield B75 5SH

T 03330161777

C Michael Carr

E enquries@pegasuspg.co.uk

W www.pegasuspg.co.uk

Offices thoughout the UK
Masterplanning, detailed layout and
architectural design, design and
access statements, design codes,
sustainable design, development briefs,
development frameworks, expert
witness, community involvement and
sustainability appraisal.

PETER STEWART CONSULTANCY
Somerset House, Strand

London EC1M GEJ

T 02072501120

E mail@pscpa.co.uk

W www.pscpa.co.uk

Peter Stewart Consultancy provides
expert advice in the fields of
architecture, urban design, townscape
and the historic environment.

PHILIP CAVE ASSOCIATES

70 Cowcross Street

London EC1M 6EJ

T 0207250 0077

C Philip Cave

E principal@philipcave.com

W www.philipcave.com
Design-led practice with innovative yet
practical solutions to environmental
opportunities in urban regeneration.
Specialist expertise in landscape
architecture.

PJA

Seven House, High Street
Longbridge, Birmingham B312UQ

T 01214750234

C Annabel Keegan

E annabel.keegan@pja.co.uk

W www.philjonesassociates.co.uk
One of the UK’s leading independent
transport specialists offering the
expertise to deliver high quality, viable
developments which are design-led
and compliant with urban design best
practice.

PLACE BY DESIGN

Unit C, Baptist Mills Court

Bristol BS5 oFJ

T 01179 517 053

C Charley Burrough

E info@placebydesign.co.uk

W placebydesign.co.uk

Urban Design and architectural
practice working with some of the
biggest developers in the country,
we are involved in projects from
conception to technical drawing and
construction, producing masterplans
and visualisations to support successful
planning applications.

PLACE-MAKE

Alexander House, 40a Wilbury Way
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 oAP

T 01462510099

C David Edwards

E dedwards@place-make.com

W www.place-make.com

A Chartered Practice of architects and
urban designers operating across the
UK and internationally. Underpinning
every project is a commitment to viable
and sustainable design and a passion
for places.

INDEX

PLANIT-IE

2 Back Grafton Street

Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 1DY

T 0161928 9281

C Peter Swift

E info@planit-ie.com

W www.planit-ie.com

Design practice specialising in the
creation of places and shaping of
communities. Our Urban Designers work
at all scales from regeneration strategies
and conceptual masterplans through to
Design Codes — making environments,
neighbourhoods and spaces for people
to enjoy.

PLANNING AND DESIGN GROUP
(UK) LTD

Pure Offices, Lake View Drive
NottinghamNG15 oDT

T 01623726256

C Richard Hall

E richard.hall@panddg.co.uk

W www. panddg.co.uk

Providing innovation and creativity
and a range of consultant services in
the fields of Planning, Urban Design,
Masterplanning and Heritage through
dedication, hard work and research.

POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS
ARCHITECTS

Diespeker Wharf, 38 Graham Street
London N1 8JX

T 02073367777

C Robin Saha-Choudhury

E robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
W www.pollardthomasedwards.co.uk
Masterplanners, urban designers,
developers, architects, listed building
and conservation area designers;
specialising in inner city mixed use high
density regeneration.

PRO VISION

The Lodge, Highcroft Road
Winchester S022 5GU

T 01794 368698

C Hatem Nabih

E hatemn@pro-vision.co.uk

W www.pvprojects.com

A practice of integrated development
consultants covering town planning,
architecture, urban design and heritage,
we provide carefully designed, context
driven and client focused plans and
buildings.

PRP ARCHITECTS

10 Lindsey Street

London EC1A gHP

T 02076531200

C Vicky Naysmith

E london@prp-co.uk

W www.prp-co.uk

Architects, planners, urban designers
and landscape architects, specialising
in housing, urban regeneration, health,
education and leisure projects.

RANDALL THORP

Beehive Lofts, Jersey Street
Manchester M4 6JG

T 0161228 7721

C Dick Longdin

E dlongdinl@randallthorp.co.uk
W www.randallthorp.co.uk
Masterplanning for new developments
and settlements, infrastructure design
and urban renewal, design guides and
design briefing, public participation.
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RE-FORM LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE

Tower Works, Globe Road

Leeds LS115QG

T 0m3 2454695

C Guy Denton

E info@re-formlandscape.com
W www.re-formlandscape.com
re-form specialises in creating enduring,
sustainable designs which create a
sense of identity, support the local
economy and inspire communities.

RPS CONSULTING SERVICES
Lakesbury House, Hiltingdon Road
Chandlers Ford SO53 5SS

T 02380810440

C Jonathan Stewart

E jonathan.stewart@rpsgroup.com
W www.rpsgroup.com

RPS Consulting Services are a leading
multi-disciplinary development
consultancy providing specialist
advice across a range of core services
including Planning, Urban Design,
Masterplanning, Heritage and Transport.

RICHARD REID & ASSOCIATES
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill

Sevenoaks TN14 6BS

T 01732741417

C Richard Reid

E rreid@richardreid.co.uk

W www.richardreid.co.uk

Award winning practice specialising
in urban design, mixed use high
density projects, townscape design
and regeneration, sustainable
masterplanning and environmental
education.

RYDER ARCHITECTURE

Cooper’s Studios

14-18 Westgate Road

Newcastle upon Tyne NE13NN

T 0191269 5454

C Cathy Russell

E CRussell@ryderarchitecture.com
W www.ryderarchitecture.com
Offices in London,Glasgow, Liverpool,
Vancouver, Amsterdam, Hong Kong
Our core specialisms include
architecture, urban design, placemaking,
stakeholder and community
engagement, planning, interiors and
heritage.

SAVILLS URBAN DESIGN

33 Margaret Street

London W1G oJD

T 0203320 8242

W www.savills.com

SOUTHAMPTON

Mountbatten House

1Grosvenor Square

Southampton SO15 2BZ

T 02380713900

C Peter Frankum

E pfrankum@savills.com

Offices throughout the World

Savills Urban Design creates value
from places and places of value.
Masterplanning, urban design, design
coding, urban design advice, planning,
commercial guidance.

SCOTT TALLON WALKER
ARCHITECTS

19 Merrion Square, Dublin 02 VR8o
T 0035316693000

C Philip Jackson

E mail@stwarchitects.com

W www.stwarchitects.com

Award winning international practice
covering all aspects of architecture,
urban design and planning.

SCOTT WORSFOLD ASSOCIATES

The Studio, 22 Ringwood Road

Longham, Dorset BH22 9AN

T 01202 580902

C Gary Worsfold / Alister Scott

E gary@sw-arch.com
alister@sw-arch.com

www.garyworsfoldarchitecture.co.uk

An award winning practice of chartered

architects, urban designers and experts

in conservation, all with exceptional

graphic skills and an enviable record in

planning consents.

SHAFFREY ASSOCIATES

29 Lower Ormond Quay

Dublin 01 H299

T +35318725602

C Patrick Shaffrey

E studio@shaffrey.ie

The practice has undertaken
architectural, urban design and planning
projects throughout Ireland and possess
a wide knowledge of Irish towns and
cities.

SHEILS FLYNN

Bank House High Street, Docking
Kings Lynn PE31 8NH

T 01485518304

C Eoghan Sheils

E norfolk@sheilsflynn.com

W www.sheilsflynn.com

Award winning town centre regeneration
schemes, urban strategies and design
guidance. Specialists in community
consultation and team facilitation.

SHEPHEARD EPSTEIN HUNTER
175-185 Gray’s Inn Road

London WC1X S8UE

T 02078417500

C Steven Pidwill

E stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk

W www.seh.co.uk

SEH is a user-friendly, award-winning
architects firm, known for its work in
regeneration, education, housing,
masterplanning, mixed use and
healthcare projects.

SHEPPARD ROBSON

77 Parkway, Camden Town

London NW1 7PU

T 02075041700

C Charles Scott
charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
W www.sheppardrobson.com
MANCHESTER

27th Floor, City Tower, Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4BD

T 0161233 8900

Planners, urban designers and
architects. Strategic planning, urban
regeneration, development planning,
town centre renewal, new settlement
planning.

SMEEDEN FOREMAN

Somerset House, Low Moor Lane
Scotton, Knaresborough HG5 9JB
T 01423 863369

C Mark Smeeden

E officec@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
W www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Ecology, landscape architecture
and urban design. Environmental
assessment, detail design, contract
packages and site supervision.
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STEN ARCHITECTURE

The Studio, Harrison Street

Wakefield WF11PS

T 01924 950985

C Nicola Jones

E nicola@sten-architecture.co.uk
W www.sten-architecture.co.uk

Sten architecture is a practice of
architects, urban designers, architectural
technicians and visualisers. We have
extensive experience in masterplanning,
urban design and the delivery of
successful architectural projects.

STUDIO COLIN POLWARTH PL
137 Goodlet Street, Surry Hills

NSW 2010, Australia

T +61703241115

C Colin Polwarth

E colpol@studiocolpol.com.au

W www.studiocolpol.com

The studio depends on people
interaction to sustain an environment
that stimulates creativity, focusing on
the collaboration between specialists
and clients to realise excellence in urban
design, architecture and heritage.

STUDIO PARTINGTON

Unit G, Reliance Wharf

Hertford Road, London N1 5EW

T 02072417770

C Richard Partington

E info@studiopartington.co.uk

W www.studiopartington.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail, education,
sustainability and commercial projects
that take a responsible approach to the
environment and resources.

STUDIO | REAL

oxford Centre for Innovation

New Road, Oxford OX11BY

T 01865261461

C Roger Evans

E revans@studioreal.co.uk

W www.studioreal.co.uk

Urban regeneration, quarter
frameworks and design briefs, town
centre strategies, movement in towns,
masterplanning and development
economics.

TAPESTRY

Studio D, Main Yard Studios

90 Wallis Road, London E9 5LN

T 02038821495

C Paul Reynolds

E paul@tapestry.studio

W www.tapestry.studio

Tapestry is an urbanism consultancy
focused on delivering high quality place-
making through landscape-led planning
and design services across a range and
scales and sectors. We believe success
comes through collaboration.

TEP - THE ENVIRONMENT
PARTNERSHIP

Genesis Centre

Birchwood Science Park

Warrington WA3 7BH

T 01925844004

C Graeme Atherton

E graemeatherton@tep.uk.com
GATESHEAD

Office 26, Gateshead International
Business Centre

Mulgrave Terrace

Gateshead NE8 1AN

T 01916053340

E gateshead@tep.uk.com
CORNWALL

4 Park Noweth

Churchtown, Cury

Helston TR12 7BW

T 01326 240081

E cornwall@tep.uk.com

W www.tep.uk.com

TEP provides independent planning and
design advice with a strong emphasis
on personal service. Our award-winning
multi-disciplinary team has a track
record of delivering complex projects
for private, public and voluntary sector
clients.

TERENCE O’ROURKE

7 Heddon Street

London W1B 4BD

T 0203664 6755

C lan Platt

E ian.platt@torltd.co.uk

W www.torltd.co.uk
Award-winning planning, design and
environmental practice.

TETRA TECH

uay West at MediaCityUK

Trafford Wharf Road, Trafford Park
Manchester M17 1HH

T 0161696 7216

C Andrew Clarke

E andrew.clarke@tetratech.com
W www.tetratech.com

Offices throughout the UK

Creative urban design and
masterplanning with a contextual
approach to place-making and a
concern for environmental, social and
economic sustainability.

THE TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY
Suite B, Ideal House, Bedford Road,
Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 3QA

T 01730262040

C Lionel Fanshawe
contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.com
W www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Independent landscape architectural
practice with considerable urban design
experience at all scales from EIA to
project delivery throughout UK and
overseas.

THE PAUL HOGARTH COMPANY
Bankhead Steading, Bankhead Road
South Queensferry EH30 9TF

T 01313314811

C James Hennessey

E james@paulhogarth.com

W www.paulhogarth.com

The Paul Hogarth Company is a long
established and passionate team of
landscape architects, urban designers
and planners that puts people at the
heart of place-making.



THRIVE

Building 300, The Grange

Romsey Road, Michelmersh

Romsey SO51 OAE

T 01794 367703

C Gary Rider

E Gary.Rider@thrivearchitects.co.uk
W www.thrivearchitects.co.uk
Award winning multi-disciplinary practice
encompassing architecture, urban
design, masterplanning, design coding,
regeneration, development frameworks,
sustainable design/planning and
construction. Residential and retirement
care specialists.

TIBBALDS PLANNING & URBAN
DESIGN

19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge
Road, London SE13JB

T 0207089 2121

C Katja Stille

E mail@tibbalds.co.uk

W www.tibbalds.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban
designers, architects and planners.
Provides expertise from concept

to implementation in regeneration,
masterplanning, urban design and
design management to public and
private sector clients.

TOWN

Impact Hub Kings Cross, 34B York Way
London N19AB

T 0207 8872989

C Neil Murphy

E hello@wearetown.co.uk

W www.wearetown.co.uk

TOWN is a development company. We
plan and deliver new pieces of town:
homes, streets and neighbourhoods.
Our purpose is to make places people
love.

TOWNSCAPE SOLUTIONS

208 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick

West Midlands B67 5EH

T 0121429 6111

C Kenny Brown

E kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
W www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Specialist urban design practice offering
a wide range of services including
masterplans, site layouts, design briefs,
design and access statements, expert
witness and 3D illustrations.

TURLEY

1oth Floor, 1 New York Street
Manchester M1 4HD

C Stephen Taylor (North)

T 01612337676

E stephen.taylor@turley.co.uk

C Craig Becconsall (South)

T om189022830

W www.turley.co.uk

Offices throughout the UK.

Integrated urban design,
masterplanning, sustainability and
heritage services provided at all project
stages and scales of development.
Services include visioning, townscape
analysis, design guides and public realm
resolution.

TNW SADLER BROWN

Chapel House, City Road

Chester CH1 3AE

T 01244 310388

C John Tweed

E entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
W www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Architecture and urban design,
masterplanning. Urban waterside
environments. Community teamwork
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

UBU DESIGN LTD

7a Wintex House

Easton Lane Business Park

Easton Lane

Winchester SO23 7RQ

T 01962856008

C Rachel Williams

E rachelw@ubu-design.co.uk

W www.ubu-design.co.uk

Ubu Design is an innovative urban
design and landscape architecture
practice. We combine creativity with
understanding to shape development
and produce designs that are
considered, viable and inspiring, from
strategies and frameworks, through
masterplanning to detailed design.

URBAN DESIGN BOX

Suite 8, Bristol North Baths
Gloucester Road

Bristol BS7 8BN

T 01172421032

C Jonathan Vernon-Smith

E info@urbandesignbox.co.uk

W www.urbandesignbox.co.uk

We are an integrated masterplanning,
architecture and urban design service.
Working nationally, we have designed,
delivered and completed residential,
mixed use and commercial projects,
from sensitive urban infills to strategic
sites.

URBAN DESIGN SOLUTIONS LTD
179/19 Gilmore Place

Edinburgh EH3 9PW

T 01312291241

C Leslie Howson

E urbandesignsolutions@virgin.net
W www.urbandesignsolutionsltd.co.uk
A small Edinburgh based urban design
practice, committed to good quality
environmental design with production
of innovative, economic and sustainable
urban design solutions.

URBAN FLOW

203 Westminster Bridge Road,
Northfield Avenue

London SE17FR

T 07721666668

C Lorna Sewell

E lornasewelliz@gmail.com

W www.urban-flow.co.uk

We are transport and movement
experts, blending conventional transport
planning and traffic engineering
capability with a strategic appreciation
of wider aims including placemaking,
masterplanning and sustainability.

URBAN GRAPHICS

31 Castle Lane

Bedford MK40 3NT

T 01234 353870

C Bally Meeda

E info@urban-graphics.co.uk

W www.urban-graphics.co.uk

With over 25 years experience, Urban
Graphics deliver the tools to secure
investment, attain planning permissions,
turn visions into reality and influence the
regeneration of major projects.

URBAN GREEN

Ground Floor, The Tower

Deva City Office Park, Trinity Way
Manchester M3 7BF

T 01613123131

C Martin King

E martin.king@weareurbangreen.
co.uk

W www.weareurbangreen.co.uk

As designers we create exceptional
places to maximise the commercial and
environmental value of sites as well as
delivering long-term benefits to the wider
community.

URBAN IMPRINT

16-18 Park Green

Macclesfield

Cheshire SK11 7NA

T 01625265232

C Bob Phillips

E info@urbanimprint.co.uk

W www.www.urbanimprint.co.uk

A multi-disciplinary town planning and
urban design consultancy dedicated to
the delivery of high quality development
solutions working with public, private
and community organisations.

URBANIST ARCHITECTURE

2 Little Thames Walk

London SES 3FB

T 02037937878

C Ufuk Bahar

E bahar@urbanistarchitecture.co.uk
W www. urbanistarchitecture.co.uk
Urbanist Architecture is a London-based
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)
chartered architecture and planning
practice with offices in Greenwich and
Knightsbridge.

URBAN INITIATIVES STUDIO
Exmouth House, 3-11 Pine Street
London EC1R oJH

T 02035670715

C Hugo Nowell

E h.nowell@uistudio.co.uk

W www.uistudio.co.uk

Urban design, transportation,
regeneration, development planning.

URBAN MOVEMENT

Exmouth House, 3-11 Pine Street
London EC1R oJH

T 07977 417 661

C Christopher Martin

E c.martin@urbanmovement.co.uk
W www.urbanmovement.co.uk
We're urban designers, transport
planners, landscape architects, and
traffic engineers who believe in the
power of better streets and spaces to
make towns and cities more successful,
healthy, and enjoyable for everyone.

URBED
MANCHESTER

10 Little Lever Street
Manchester M11HR

T 01612005500

C Vicky Payne

E vicky@urbed.coop
W www.urbed.coop

VINCENT AND GORBING

Sterling Court, Norton Road
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG12JY

T 01438 316331

C Richard Lewis

E urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.
co.uk

W www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Masterplanning, design statements,
character assessments, development
briefs, residential layouts and urban
capacity exercises.

WEI YANG & PARTNERS

33 Cavendish Square

London W1G oPW

T 02071824936

C Jun Huang

E info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk
W www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
Award-winning multi-disciplinary
company driven by a commitment to
shape more sustainable and liveable
cities. Specialising in low-carbon city
development strategies, garden cities
and communities, urban regeneration,
urban design, mixed use urban complex
design and community building
strategies.
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WEST WADDY ARCHADIA

The Malthouse

60 East St. Helen Street

Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB

T 01235523139

C Philip Waddy

E enquiries@wwa-studios.com

W wwa-studios.com

Experienced and multi-disciplinary team
of urban designers, architects and town
planners offering a full range of urban
design services.

WESTON WILLIAMSON +
PARTNERS

12 Valentine Place

London SE18QH

T 02074018877

C Chris Williamson

E team@westonwilliamson.com

W www.westonwilliamson.com
Weston Williamson is an award winning
architectural, urban design and
masterplanning practice with a wide
variety of projects in the UK and abroad.

WoobD

LONDON

Floor 12, 25 Canada Square

London E14 5LQ

T 02032151700

C Jeremy Wills

E jeremy.wills@woodplc.com

W woodplc.com

MIDLANDS

Nicholls House, Homer Close,
Tachbrook Park

Leamington Spa CV34 6TT

T 01926 439000

C David Thompson

E david.thompson@woodplc.com
W woodplc.com

Wood is an award winning multi-
disciplinary environment, engineering
and development consultancy with
offices around the globe. Our core
UK urban design teams in London
and Leamington consist of a diverse
group of professionals with exceptional
knowledge and skills in place-making.

WOODCROFT DESIGN

67 Chorley Old Road, Bolton
Lancashire BL1 3AH

T 0125 483 0274

C Matt King

E enquiry@woodcroftdesign.co.uk
W www.woodcroftdesign.co.uk
Architectural practice with over 20 years’
experience in the successful provision
of sketch layouts, masterplanning,
framework plans, design codes and
architectural information to support
planning applications.

WOODS HARDWICK

15-17 Goldington Road

Bedford MK40 3NH

T 012134 268862

C Marta Brzezinska

E m.brzezinska@woodshardwick.com
W www.woodshardwick.com
Woods Hardwick is one of the UK’s
leading multidisciplinary professional
practices specialising in the built
environment.

WsP

6 Devonshire Square

London EC2M 4YE

T 0203116 9371

C Ashley Dunseath

E ashley.dunseath@wsp.com
W www.wsp.com

WSP is a globally recognized
professional services firm.
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The following universities offer courses
in Urban Design.

BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY
School of Architecture and Design
15 Bartholomew Road

Birmingham B5 5JU

T 01213315000

C Lucas Hughes

E lucas.hughes@bcu.ac.uk

W www.bcu.ac.uk

BA (Hons) Landscape Architecture with
Urban Design

MA Urban Design

This forward-thinking, exploratory,
design focused MA, is rooted in a
deep connection between theory and
practice.

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

School of Geography and Planning
and Welsh School of Architecture,
Glamorgan Building,

King Edward VIl Avenue

Cardiff CF10 3WA

T 02920875980

C Dr Nastaran Peiman

E peimanin@cardiff.ac.uk

W www.cardiff.ac.uk

One year full-time MA in Urban Design.

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

School of Geography and Planning,
Glamorgan Building,

King Edward VI Avenue

Cardiff CF10 3WA

T 0292087 5607/029 2087 6131

C Richard Bower

E bowerrit@cardiff.ac.uk

W www.cardiff.ac.uk

One year full-time MSc in International
Planning and Urban Design.

EDINBURGH SCHOOL OF
ARCHITECTURE AND
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
ECA University of Edinburgh
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
T 01316515786

C DrOlaUduku

E o.uduku@ed.ac.uk

W www.ed.ac.uk

Jointly run with Heriot Watt University,
this M.Sc in Urban Strategies and
Design focuses on urban design
practice and theory from a cultural,
and socio-economic, case-study
perspective.

GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART
Mackintosh School of Architecture
167 Renfrew Street

Glasgow G3 6RQ

T 0141353 4500

C lIsabel Deakin

E i.deakin@gsa.ac.uk

W www.gsa.ac.uk

Master of Architecture in: Urban Design
and Creative Urban Practices; Urban
Building; Computer Aided Architectural
Design; and, Energy & Environmental
Studies.

LEEDS BECKETT UNIVERSITY

The Leeds School of Architecture

City Campus

Leeds LS13HE

T 0113 8122593

C George Epolito

E g.epolito@leedsbeckett.ac.uk

W www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk

Whether you have studied urban design,
architecture, interdisciplinary design

or planning, the Master of Arts Urban
Design (MAUDE) course will enable you
to network with practitioners, planners,
architects and landscape architects

to explore the role of urban design in
the city.

LONDON SOUTH BANK UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Law and Social Science

103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA

T 0207 8155877

C Manuela Madeddu

E madeddum@lsbu.ac.uk

W www.lsbu.ac.uk

The MA Urban Design and Planning

(FT or PT) provides an inter-disciplinary
approach to urban design and equips
students with a comprehensive
understanding of urban design, planning
and development issues.

NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY

School of Architecture, Planning

and Landscape, Claremont Tower
University of Newcastle, Newcastle
upon Tyne NE17RU

T 01912226006

C Georgia Giannopoulou

E georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
W www.ncl.ac.uk

The MA in Urban Design brings together
cross-disciplinary expertise striking

a balance between methods and
approaches in environmental design
and the social sciences in the creation
of the built environment.

OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Technology, Design and
Environment,
Headington, Oxford OX3 oBP
T 01865483 438
C Georgia Butina-Watson
and Regina Lim
E gbutina@brookes.ac.uk
rlim@brookes.ac.uk
W www.brookes.ac.uk
Diploma in Urban Design, six months
full time or 18 months part time. MA one
year full-time or two years part-time.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

Development Planning Unit

34 Tavistock Square

London WC1H 9EZ

T 0207679 1111

C Camillo Boano and Catalina Ortiz

E c.boano@ucl.ac.uk
catalina.ortiz@ucl.ac.uk

W www.ucl.ac.uk

The DPU programme has a unique focus

on Urban Design as a transdisciplinary

and critical practice.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Bartlett School of Planning

22 Gordon Street, London WC1H 0QB
T 0207679 4797

C Filipa Wunderlich

E f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk

W www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk

The MSc/Dipl Urban Design & City
Planning has a unique focus on the
interface between urban design & city
planning.
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Bartlett School of Planning

14 Upper Woburn Place

London WC1H oNN

T 0207679 4797

C Matthew Carmona

E m.carmona@ucl.ac.uk

W www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk

The MRes Inter-disciplinary Urban
Design cuts across urban design
programmes at The Bartlett, allowing
students to construct their study in

a flexible manner and explore urban
design as a critical arena for advanced
research and practice.

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE
Town and Regional Planning
Tower Building, Perth Road
Dundee DD14HN
T 01382385246 [ 01382 385048
C Dr Mohammad Radfar

Dr Deepak Gopinath
E m.radfar@dundee.ac.uk

D.Gopinath@dundee.ac.uk
W www.dundee.ac.uk
The MSc Advanced Sustainable
Urban Design (RTPI accredited) is a
unique multidisciplinary practice-led
programme set in an international
context (EU study visit) and engaging
with such themes as landscape
urbanism, place-making across
cultures and sustainability evaluation
as integrated knowledge spheres in the
creation of sustainable places.

UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD
School of Architecture and 3D Design
Queen Street Studios

Huddersfield HD13DH

T 01484 472208

C Drloanni Delsante

E i.delsante@hud.ac.uk

W www.hud.ac.uk

MA; PgDip; PgCert in Urban Design
(Full Time or Part Time).

The MAin Urban Design aims to provide
students with the essential knowledge
and skills required to effectively
intervene in the urban design process;
develop academic research skills,
including critical problem-solving and
reflective practice; facilitate design
responses to the range of cultural,
political, socio-economic, historical,
environmental and spatial factors.

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
School of Environment, Education and
Development

Humanities Bridgeford Street,

oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL

T 01612752815

C Dr. Philip Black

E philip.black@manchester.ac.uk
W www.seed.manchester.ac.uk

MSc Urban Design and International
Planning (F/T or P/T)

The fully accredited RTPI MSc Urban
Design and International Planning
explores the relationship between urban
design and planning by focusing on
internationally significant issues.

UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM
Department of Architecture and Built
Environment, University Park
Nottingham NG7 2RD

T om159513110

C Prof Tim Heath

E tim.heath@nottingham.ac.uk

W www.nottingham.ac.uk

Master of Architecture (MArch) in
Sustainable Urban Design is a research
and project-based programme which
aims to assist the enhancement of

the quality of our cities by bringing
innovative design with research in
sustainability.

UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

School of Architecture, The Arts Tower,

Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN

T o114 2220341

C Beatrice De Carli and Bobby Nisha

E b.a.decarli@sheffield.ac.uk
b.nisha@sheffield.ac.uk

W www.shef.ac.uk

One year full time MA in Urban Design

for postgraduate architects, landscape

architects and town planners. The

programme has a strong design focus,

integrates participation and related

design processes, and includes

international and regional applications.

UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE
Department of Architecture

Urban Design Studies Unit

Level 3, James Weir Building

75 Montrose Street, Glasgow G11XJ
T 0141548 4219

C Ombretta Romice

E ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
W www.udsu-strath.com

The Postgraduate Course in Urban
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma
and MSc modes. The course is design
centred and includes input from a variety
of related disciplines.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER

35 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5LS
T 02079115000 ext 66553

C Bill Erickson

E w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
W www.westminster.ac.uk

MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design
for postgraduate architects, town
planners, landscape architects and
related disciplines. One year full time.

Please see the UDG's
website www.udg.org.uk/
directory/courses

for more details. Simply
hold your smartphone
over the QR code whilst
in camera mode and
you will be taken to the
relevant web page.
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Barber sets out his
stall on the street

In September | attended an online talk by
the architect Peter Barber, which he called
Street: Who owns the city, part of the
Architects’ Journal AJ100 Festival. Barber
has become well known, at least within his
profession, for designing several exceptional
social housing schemes, all of them in Lon-
don, which have won him many awards. His
talk was the usual combination of revealing
influences, attitudes and beliefs, and show-
ing the work. His political stance is socialist,
with three core beliefs related to housing:
one, council tenants’ Right to Buy should be
abolished; two, put stronger rent controls
on private sector properties; and, three, just
build a lot more social housing for rent.

There is a consistency between Barber’s
politics and the architecture that he prac-
tices, a consistency rare among architects.
But the reason that | am choosing to write
about Barber’s work here is not because of
his political attitude, admirable though I
find it. It is because of two characteristics
which should make his work connect to and
resonate with urban designers. One is the
close attention that he gives to the ordinary,
quotidian aspects of domestic urban life.
The other is his employment of a familiar
vocabulary of formal and spatial types:
perimeter block, terrace, mews, street,
courtyard and alley. He does this in ways
which draw knowledgably on precedent, but
at the same time often re-invent the type,
and do it at an unusually high density.

Barber’s domestic designs, like those
of the Dutch architect Herman Hertzberger,
maximise sociability, creating social con-
nections through casual encounters. One
factor in this is wherever possible giving
each dwelling a front door at ground level,
no shared internal access corridors. The site
of one of his recent schemes, McGrath Road
in Newham, was originally intended to con-
tain two blocks of flats. Barber showed that
the same density could be achieved with
back-to-back houses, up to four storeys
high, each with a front door either on the
street or on the courtyard at the centre. He
expects to see lines of washing being strung
across this courtyard. He doesn’t always
get every detail right: in his talk he showed
an endearing mosaic-photo of tiny square
windows in the front doors of one scheme,
inserted so that residents could scrutinise
a visitor. But of course the visitor could also
look in. So, the windows now contain a min-
iature art gallery of pictures, which Barber
delighted in photographing.

Barber regards high density as a virtue,
encouraging social contact and requiring
him to find inventive ways of fitting houses
together. Like another social housing cham-
pion, Walter Segal, he is often given difficult

or restrictive sites. So he builds to the back
of pavement, maximizing the built foot-
print and putting any shared outdoor space
inside the block. He observes that ‘When
we design housing, we are designing cities’,
and his residential schemes, although very
distinctive in their architectural character,
are all normative pieces of urban fabric.
Their language is invariably brickwork,
composed to emphasise the solidity of the
material, pierced with window openings,
sometimes with chamfered surrounds. At
McGrath Road, there is a sly reference to
Red Vienna’s Karl Marx-Hof, in its big para-
bolic brickwork arches which contain the
houses’ front doors and the windows of the
dining rooms. But these too have a behav-
ioural purpose, recessing the private indoor
realm just a small way from the public realm
of the street.

Recently in the Architects’ Journal,
Catherine Slessor wrote that Barber’s use
of the familiar form-types of street, square
and terrace is ‘paradoxical’, because those
types are also espoused by pressure groups
such as Create Streets, whom she labelled

ENDPIECE

‘reactionary’. | find this baffling: the direc-
tor of Create Streets, Nicholas Boys Smith,
may be an adviser to the Tory government,
but the organisation surely shares some
common ground with Peter Barber in its
rejection of anti-urban forms of develop-
ment, and in its endorsement of sociable,
street-based, mixed use architecture. The
political contexts may be different, but Bar-
ber’s inventive use of the traditional forms
of block, street and courtyard represents an
exceptionally distinctive example of a new
conventional wisdom in urban design, which
transcends politics. @

Joe Holyoak, architect and urban designer

1-2 Newham, London: two
views of Barber’s housing
scheme. Source: Morley von
Sternberg
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