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News

As the country emerges from lockdown, 
many of us will seek a change of scenery. 
For urban designers the ability to experi-
ence and learn from different places is 
essential. 

Often it is a small detail, or the discov-
ery of an unfamiliar space, that stimulates 
ideas and creativity. When we can move 
around more freely and safely, the UDG is 
planning visits to interesting places as part 
of our objective to share knowledge across 
regions and with different professions. With 
your help and local knowledge, we hope to 
be able to organise walks and talks in places 
throughout the country. Please get in touch 
if you are willing to work with us and organ-
ise a visit to a place of interest. 

Following the recent easing of restric-
tions, I was fortunate to be able to spend a 
few days in the Lake District. Whilst there, 
I was pondering our collective decision-
making processes. The town of Windermere 
has the only train station close to any of the 
lakes within the National Park and, as the 
local tourist information will tell you, there 
was strong opposition to the railway line 
when it was built in 1847.  Opponents saw 
the railway as the destruction of the lakes’ 
landscape. Famously, this group included 
the poet William Wordsworth who added 
a sonnet to his letter of objection. Yet 174 
years later, considering our current fight 
for more sustainable and less car-dominant 
travel options, I was grateful that the oppo-
nents of the Kendal to Windermere railway 
line had been unsuccessful. 

The decisions that we are making today 
may or may not be considered the right 
ones in the distant future. Issues that we 
can’t even contemplate today will be top-
ping future agendas. However, this should 
not stop us making bold decisions, as long 
as they are for the right reasons and to the 
best of our current knowledge. What is and 

Diary of events

UDG neWs
decision-making process that is focused on 
what’s important. 

Unfortunately, the recent Queen’s 
speech did not go far enough. The plan-
ning system is being revised, the objective 
appears to remain the quick delivery of 
homes and infrastructure. We need more 
homes that are supported by the right kind 
of infrastructure but we need high qual-
ity, environmentally-friendly places where 
people are happy and can enjoy healthy and 
sustainable lives. 

We must focus on quality, and not 
quantity and speed. It is important that 
our medium and longer term ambitions for 
delivering sustainable development are not 
undermined by poorly thought-out short 
term interventions and actions, such as the 
recent changes to permitted development 
rights. The new Planning Bill must not lose 
sight of quality and environmental impact. 

For some time, the UDG has been 
promoting a common framework for the de-
velopment of towns and cities. This initiative 
seeks to align legislation, policy and process 
across planning, design and engineer-
ing.  In our work, we need to pause at each 
step in the process and ask ourselves and 
our clients: are we still on track to deliver 
the overarching principles of sustainable, 
people-friendly development or are we just 
chasing numbers?  

Get in toUch, Get involveD 
We have now relaunched the National 
Urban Design Awards and entries are still 
open in four categories. The deadline is 16th 
July and details are available on the UDG 
website where a roundup of UDG events and 
campaigns can also be found. 

I would like to invite all of our members 
to share ideas and proposals for how we can 
make it easier to deliver good places.  
If you have ideas for an urban design event, 
research, collaboration opportunities, or 
would like to get involved, please get in 
touch with us at: administration@udg.co.uk

I hope you enjoy the journal. •
Katja Stille, Chair of the Urban Design Group 
and Director at Tibbalds Planning and Urban 
Design

Until further notice it will not be possible 
to run live events with an audience at 
The Gallery. There is however an online 
programme of events. 

Please check the UDG website for details
www.udg.org.uk

what should be our framework for making 
decisions? 

Robert Huxford, the UDG’s Director, 
succinctly set out our legislative framework 
in his talk as part of UDG’s event Towards a 
New Manual for Streets 3 (available on the 
UDG website). We need to give due regard 
to the existing legislative framework, but 
we also need more practical tools to deliver 
progress. National laws such as the Equali-
ties Act 2010 are a low priority in day-to-day 
practice. Local policies and technical guid-
ance take priority. We need national policies 
that have teeth and that can be enacted and 
enforced through the planning process. 

Under the National Planning Policy 
Framework, it is now a requirement to dem-
onstrate Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).  This 
universal planning requirement has already 
made a difference; the natural environment 
and many developments will benefit from 
this change. Let’s use it as an example and 
build on it.

We need to add a universal planning re-
quirement for achieving net-zero carbon (as 
a minimum) for every development, as well 
as a requirement for net gain in health and 
well-being outcomes. The latter can build 
on health impact assessments, demonstrat-
ing net improvements for existing and new 
communities.  As with the BNG calculations, 
there will be flexibility in how develop-
ments, including infrastructure projects, will 
be achieving these standards. The discus-
sions around net-zero are complex and there 
will be many different ways of achieving 
it. A pro-active approach is necessary and 
we shouldn’t wait for the energy grid to 
be decarbonised. An agreed framework, 
combined with clearly identified healthy 
living and carbon reduction measures, 
will allow us to assess net improvements. 
With these three pillars in place, we could 
build a solid basis for a better future and a 
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The Urban Design Group has sometimes been 
thought of as being too London-centric, but 
this issue of Urban Design should redress the 
balance and show that we too are levelling up. 
The Northern Powerhouse as a journal topic has 
been planned some time, and not part of electoral 
manoeuvres or an attempt to jump on the 
bandwagon. The challenge was, as it is for most 
topics, to find someone able to take the lead and 
assemble a group of interesting contributors. We 
found this in Stephen Gleave, whose enthusiasm 
and hard work has created this super-bumper 
issue, full of stimulating ideas. 

Coincidentally, while this issue has been in 
production local elections have taken place. The 
concerns of our contributors seem to coincide 
with those of the electorate and the expression 
‘levelling up’ appears in several articles. This 
doesn’t mean that urban design alone can resolve 
the problems of the North or any region for that 
matter. It does however suggest that the quality 
of places can contribute to improved well-being, 
therefore ensuring that people, and the young in 
particular, stay in an area. It means that conditions 
can be created to attract investment and to 
improve local skills, attracting the right jobs; these 
include better infrastructure, better housing, more 
open space, and a human-centred public realm. 
Urban design can also positively address climate 
change and several articles give examples of this. 
Fundamentally good urban design now means 
taking the environment into account and working 
with everybody towards zero-carbon. Not all 
contributors think that problems in the North have 
been resolved, but their commitment to improve 
and innovate, to reflect and collaborate, and to 
achieve ambitious goals, is certainly encouraging. 
They ask challenging questions and call for action.

The increasing role of regional mayors is another 
outcome of the recent elections and this is also 
reflected by some of our contributors, seeing 
them as champions of the visions for their areas. 
The challenge is now for the government to fulfil 
its promises and deliver. Once the pandemic is 
over and the economy recovers, there will be no 
excuses. Much needs to be done and there is a 
great opportunity to do things better; the local 
talent is obviously there and ready.

Many thanks to those who contributed to our 
readers’ survey. This feedback has produced 
some very interesting comments, which we are 
analysing. Most of our readers are pleased with 
the journal as it is, but we will introduce a few 
tweaks, which you may spot in future issues.•

Sebastian Loew, architect and planner, writer, consultant and joint editor

LEADER

Levelling up

HOw TO JOinTo join the urban Design Group, visit  
www.udg.org.uk and see the benefits of  
taking out an annual membership. individual (Uk and international) £55

Uk student / concession £35
Recognised practitioner in Urban Design £85

Small practice (<5 professional staff) £275
Large practice (>5 professional staff) £495

Education £275Local Authority £100Uk Library £90international Library £110 
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national Model 
Design Code 
webinars
Part 1, 24 February 2021

uDG Chair Katja Stille, opening the first of 
two events to examine the draft National 
Model Design Code, reminded us that there 
were many other documents and regula-
tions on street design, waste collection, 
vehicle tracking, flooding and tree loca-
tions, etc., which influence the places that 
we design. 

uDG Director Robert Huxford set the 
historic context for codes and compliance 
with an impassioned presentation on the 
regulations intended to improve people’s 
lives beginning in medieval times with set-
ting minimum plot sizes. The Rebuilding 
of London Act 1666 following the Great 
Fire, stipulated minimum street widths and 
four basic house types. The 1847 Improve-
ment Act covered sanitation, drainage, 
building lines, party walls, etc., and led to 
objections to the restrictions on personal 
freedom. The 1877 Model Byelaws stipulat-
ed minimum street widths, setbacks, light 
and ventilation standards and still cover 
a third of our housing stock. The London 
Building Act 1894 regulations influenced 
much of the most sought-after areas of Lon-
don, although it was opposed by Country 
Life magazine in 1901 as restricting freedom 
and increasing building costs.

Adriana Bonilla (Boyer) followed with an 
overview of the background and structure 
of the current report and invited responses 
from uDG members. The publication gives 
detailed information for local authorities 
to produce their own codes to be used as 
a ‘material consideration for applications’. 
Composed of two documents, the first ex-
plains the purpose and its scope to provide 
clarity for both communities and devel-
opers. Developers and communities can 
prepare their own design codes following 
the suggested list of steps: a design vision, 
local contextual analysis and a coding plan. 
The document recommends the production 
of a masterplan for large sites and guidance 
for wider areas and for each area type.

The second document is split into three 
parts based on the same ten principles of 
the National Design Guide, giving more 
details, examples and a checklist. Require-
ments for community engagement at all 
stages of the coding process is emphasized.

Participants in the online webinar asked 
a number of questions concerning inter alia 
how the Code would influence housebuild-
ers, what effect it would have on the costs 
of properties, how it could deal with great 
variations in character in a city such as Bris-
tol, and how to get communities involved. 

A participant from Berlin mentioned 
that the strict regulations laid down 100 

years ago still work very well and create 
distinctive areas there. 

The key issue will be how to keep codes 
to a manageable and useable size, while 
covering all of the additional points that the 
speakers wish to see included, and how to 
find the design resources to produce codes 
and implement them.

Part 2, 10 March 2021

introducing the second event, Katja Stille 
described the subject as wide-ranging and 
complex; invited contributors to these 
events were therefore drawn from a wide 
range of fields. 

First to speak was Phil Jones (PJA) who 
gave his views on transport issues. He was 
mostly positive about the document, wel-
coming the connections made between 
movement and places, the references to 
connectivity and permeability related to 
different users, the prioritisation of active 
modes, the typologies given as examples 
and more. He wasn’t sure that the good 
words about public transport were sufficient 
and questioned the suggestion that all new 
streets should include trees.

Helen Flage (north Hertfordshire District 
Council), approaching the document from 
a planning perspective, was less positive 
as she thought that strategic thinking was 
lacking. in particular quality and sustain-
ability needed to be rooted in the green 
environment. A multi-disciplinary approach 
was essential and masterplans should be 
required as part of the planning process. 
Codes could then be developed within the 
framework of regulatory plans; the latter 
should give greater emphasis to landscape.

The main thrust of Tony Mulhall’s (RiCS) 
presentation was that good quality sells and 
he showed examples to prove it. unfortu-
nately he seemed to ignore the fact that in 
the present market, poor quality also sells. 
However he made the important point that 

developers and the market want more secu-
rity and codes could provide it.

Sue illman (illman young) considered the 
document from a water management point 
of view and found it lacking. When choos-
ing development sites, flood risk must be a 
fundamental criterion and this is ignored, as 
are SuDS which are mentioned but misun-
derstood. She asserted that to address the 
challenges of climate change, working with 
nature was essential. on a similar note, Sue 
James (Trees and Design Action Group) ar-
gued that although trees were mentioned, 
the report didn’t explain why they were so 
important; tree strategies and management 
plans were essential.

Martina Juvara (urban Silence) giving 
the community perspective, mentioned the 
successful example of village design guides 
funded by the Greater Cambridge Shared 
Planning service. She thought that com-
munities deserved to be partners in the 
development process and needed respect, 
agency, technical support and funding to be 
able to perform their role.

Finally Rob Cowan (urban Design Skills) 
asked whether the skills needed to imple-
ment the new design codes and the current 
planning reforms were available. As his an-
swer was negative, he questioned whether 
the Government was serious in its proposals. 
He showed a diagram explaining how com-
plicated the design of the design codes was 
and set a number of questions that needed 
to be answered on how prescriptive, at what 
scale and how local the codes should be.

More precision, more skills, a more 
regulatory context, and greater concern for 
the environment were some of the issues 
debated in the chat, which, as usual in uDG 
webinars, was extremely busy. Katja Stille 
asked who the document’s target audience 
was and let each presenter conclude in one 
sentence. The uDG together with other pro-
fessional organisations has now responded 
to the Government’s proposal.•

Malcolm Moor and Sebastian Loew 
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Future work webinar
3 March 2021

 Chairing this event, Paul Reynolds asked the 
panellists ‘where will we be working?’ His 
introduction suggested that the CoViD-19 
pandemic will have lasting effects on the 
world of work. it will change how people 
work in homes, offices, factories, shops 
and distribution warehouses. The already 
advanced use of robots and other forms of 
automation to replace work may accelerate. 

All of the panellists agreed that human 
contact at work remains essential and that 
designers had to adjust urban spaces ac-
cordingly. They also concurred about the 
revival of high streets with multiple uses, 
including co-working spaces for a better 
live-work balance. 

John Avery (LoM architecture and de-
sign) showed their designs for the new 
Bishopsgate natWest office building made 

safe for post-CoViD-19 working. This has 
meant restructuring the whole building in-
cluding workplaces to accommodate more 
social spaces and opening up the ground 
floors to public use, possibly for co-work-
ing. He showed the sea of office chairs 
dispatched to homeworkers, as some home-
working is bound to continue. 

Andy Graham (The urban Glow) was also 
convinced that homeworking, a lonely ex-
perience, would not take over from work in 
offices, and cities would remain social melt-
ing pots. His designs for a Tesco building 
provided many spaces for interaction and 
socialising, and fewer desk spaces for con-
ventional 9-5 work. 

Alex Cochrane (SWECo) considered 
Sweden to be the incubator of future work 
patterns. He invoked the World Economic 
Foundation’s optimistic vision of artificial 
intelligence and automation liberating work-
ers from routine work, which would lead to 
liveable rather than competitive cities, sus-
tainable green finance, compact living and 
more social enterprises. He had designed a 
multi-functional business community centre 
in a village which leverages digitalisation 
trends with social contact and channels syn-
ergy into the high street. 

Diarmaid Lawlor (Scottish Futures Trust) 
also dealt with rural places. He invoked 
Shetland’s declining off-shore industrial 
work to illustrate that the urbanism of small 
places needs to explore how to future-proof 
work and be more reliant on sustainable 

indigenous resources and local human 
capital to stem migration for the remote 
community’s survival. The pandemic has 
opened up new vulnerabilities with regard to 
well-being and social-spatial-environmental 
equity. Mobility is confined to the highly 
paid, and for a resilient recovery work would 
have to become more equitable. 

A lively and well informed discussion 
followed. it focused on urban design solu-
tions and financial as well as human costs. 
Self-contained offices were in danger of 
impoverishing urban life around them, un-
less the future office experience became an 
urban experience. Freelancers were increas-
ingly expected to use co-working spaces, 
possibly near their homes, thus helping to 
revive the high street by transforming redun-
dant premises into multi-purpose uses. All 
this means much challenging work ahead for 
urban designers.•

Judith Ryser, researcher, journalist, writer 
and urban affairs consultant to Fundacion 
Metropoli, Madrid

water and The City 
webinar
17 March 2021

Jointly hosted by the uDG and the Land-
scape institute (London Branch) and chaired 
by Paul Reynolds, this event explored how to 
deal with the climate emergency by making 
schemes sustainable and resilient for the 
long term. Louise Walker (CiRiA) outlined 
how to encourage best practice for SuDS 
practitioners. images and tables highlighted 
the four pillars of good SuDS practice, which 
deliver water quantity and quality, creat-
ing amenity and encouraging biodiversity. 
Well-designed SuDS in urban areas can 

make better places with reasonable payback 
periods of about 12.5 years. Roger nowell 
and Zac Tudor (Sheffield City Council) de-
scribed how the city inherited problems with 
combined sewer systems polluting water 
courses and the terrible impact of the 2007 
floods. This led to the promotion of a health 
and well-being policy with urban green-
ing along the old ring road and green-blue 
garden spaces that increased biodiversity 
and softened the hard edges of this gritty 
northern city.

Peter Mackey (Chapman Taylor Shang-
hai) introduced the concept of Sponge City 
– the city acting as a sponge in mitigating 
natural disasters – and illustrated it with 
with their competition-winning Chinese 
Xion’an Master Plan which used the existing 
river system to extend linear parks into the 
built-up areas. Excellent images demon-
strated how storm water was cleansed and 
recycled along sponge corridors. A coastal 
example in sub-tropical Shenzen showed 
how typhoon impacts could be mitigated by 
sustainable sponge city defences, including 
floating mangrove islands. With a drain-
age engineer’s perspective, owen Richards 
(McGregor Coxall) described how China’s 
sponge city methods were being used to 
cope with polluted lakes and extreme rain-
fall. China’s President Xi had announced 

funding for a project to transform 30 cities 
into sponge cities by replacing grey with 
green infrastructure. China’s massive ur-
banisation has consumed 6.6 billion tons 
of concrete in only 3 years; it will therefore 
require a paradigm shift for sponge city prin-
ciples to begin to mitigate its impact. 

ian Lanchbury (Ramboll) illustrated 
‘cloudburst’ resilience masterplanning ex-
amples from Scandinavia, Melbourne and 
new york. The 2009 CoP 15 in Copenha-
gen set out a cloudburst events strategy to 
manage one-in-a-hundred year storms at 
the catchment scale, by investing in blue-
green infrastructure in synergy with other 
initiatives and to promote liveable city prin-
ciples. Benefit-cost ratios of 1.8 showed 
good value for money investing in cloudburst 
masterplanning.

Most of these problems of managing 
water in rapidly urbanising areas might have 
been avoided if more city planners had read 
ian McHarg’s Design with Nature (1969), 
which promoted principles of ecological 
planning using natural systems.•

Malcolm Moor, architect and independent 
consultant in urban design and co-editor of 
Urban Design Futures (2006)
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My Favourite plan: 
Dick Cole
County of London Plan by  
J H Forshaw and Patrick Abercrombie

Let me confess: i wonder if my favourite 
plan is really a plan or a map. Certainly it is 
a graphic representation of abstract ideas 
presented on a map. it is not a plan in the 
sense of a statement of intent. it is a step on 
the way to a strategy, and part of the process 
that Geddes summarised as ‘survey-analysis-
plan’. it comes from the County of London 
Plan of 1943 which, together with its sibling 
the Greater London Plan of 1944, set the 
framework for London’s development for the 
next few decades. Plate 1 is grandly titled 
Social and Functional Analysis and is at the 
opening of Chapter one of the plan. it sets 
the scene for the whole document.

wHY i LikE iT…
The plan summarises some very abstract 
notions in a simple manner. it gives an im-
mediate impression of the topography of 
the area and the way that the communities 
saw themselves. it does this without using 
the road pattern to define the relation-
ships between the areas. Through the use 
of colour, it demonstrates how valleys and 
areas of countryside work to define urban 

areas. it also shows how some places have 
special functions: the City and the West End, 
for example, and how these may overlap 
communities.

wHAT wE CAn LEARn FROM iT….
The most important lesson is that roads are 
not the skeleton that shapes an area. Com-
munities have a focus, and are limited by 
topography. As Christopher Alexander said: 
‘A city is not a tree’. it also shows that colour 
can convey complex ideas. The biological 
image is memorable. it shows how com-
munities step over boundaries, and that in 
plan-making we should not be constrained 
by them. Perhaps the most important lesson 
is not to be learned from this drawing alone: 
it is that, however deep the thinking or the 
analysis, a strategic plan is only as good as 
its means of implementation. Some elements 
of the plan were achieved: the satellite 
towns were built, but little of the subsequent 
restructuring of the inner urban area. indi-
vidual communities still struggle to retain 
their special character. 

What does it mean for urban designers? it 
shows how important the localising of the 
city is. urban design is uniquely equipped to 
identify and exploit those features that make 
a location special, and enable the creation of 
a humane city. This plan shows at least how 
a starting point for place-design can be set 
down.•

Current position 
Retired, and Urban Design Editorial Board 
member and Book Editor

Experience
yRM architects London, mostly on housing. 
Architect-Planner with Cheshire County 
Council
urban Designer with Kent County Council, 
Director of Planning and Architectural 
Services at Commission for the new Towns 
Member of Chichester’s Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee

Education
Diploma in Architecture
MSc urban Design and Regional Planning
Diploma in Management Studies 

Ambitions 
To see urban design widely appreciated by, 
and accessible to, the public at large and to 
avoid the homogenisation of our cities. 

The County of London 
Plan 1943, coloured 
plate 1, Social and 
Functional Analysis
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• Design in depth – creating perspective 
and a sense of movement within space.• Ascent and descent – levels producing 
anticipation and pleasure.• Convexity and concavity – the interplay of 
positive and negative forms to shape volume. • Relationship to people – human-scale 
design to connect and involve.

Designers should strive towards ‘total in-
volvement’ within an environment; dissolv-
ing the distinction between inner and outer 
spaces and thinking holistically. 

CiTiES THROUGH HiSTORY
Bacon uses historical and contemporary 
plans, sketches, diagrams and art to explain 
defining moments in the history of ma-
jor cities and smaller settlements, and to 
articulate key design principles. He unpicks 
inflection points in urban development to 
show the fundamental forces that structured 
places. Starting with ancient Greek and Ro-
man settlements, the book distils elements 
that created design order and established 
the means of growth. it illustrates the funda-
mental importance of the square to medieval 
city structure; how this enabled a purposeful 
extension towards an outward point where 
it ‘clamps onto an expression of the forces of 
the region’; this in turn underpinned the Re-
naissance imposition of order, facilitating a 
city-wide approach to design that reached an 
apogee in Baroque Rome. Bacon then shows 
how the development of Paris articulates the 
full range of design forces from the Roman 
period to present day, extrapolated with a 
‘thrust of design which conveyed the energy’ 
beyond city walls across the countryside to 
produce the first truly regional scale of city 
development.

This thinking is then applied to 
Philadelphia. Bacon uses projects he worked 
on, such as the Society Hill neighbourhood 
redevelopment project. He explains how 
design forces from outside the area deter-
mined the position for three towers, which 
resolve the area’s design structure, act as 
visual linkages between pedestrian and au-
tomobile systems, determine the urban form 
and ultimately guide architectural expres-
sion. This was one part of the total design 
effort at a city-region scale a la Paris that 
he hoped would revive the city centre and 
Philadelphia’s fortunes in the face of declin-
ing industry and suburban flight.

MOVEMEnT SYSTEMS
A recurrent theme is the fundamental im-
portance of movement systems – the paths 
of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, public 
and private transportation – as an organis-
ing force in cities throughout history. The 
Panathenaic Way is an early example, both 
a processional route and the single central 
movement system, underpinning and organ-
ising Athens’ structure. Later, Bacon unpicks 
the importance of Pope Sixtus V’s work 
to Baroque Rome’s movement structure, 
channelling both movement and energy, 

Urban Design Library 
#38
Design of Cities, Edmund Bacon, 
1967, Viking Penguin Books

As Executive Director of the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission from 1949 to 1970, 
Edmund Bacon played a major role in shap-
ing modern Philadelphia. Design of Cities is 
a distillation of design strategies from cities 
throughout history, which Bacon sought 
to apply in Philadelphia. i first read it at 
university, and my main memory was of its 
rich graphic material. Re-reading it today 
i find that the illustrations remain compel-
ling. Bacon manages to be both detailed and 
expansive, examining key components of city 
design from the square through to the city-
region, whilst weaving in design theories and 
guiding principles via references to art and 
philosophy.

SpATiAL EXpERiEnCE
A fundamental aspect of the book is Bacon’s 
explanation of spatial experience. He defines 
architecture as an ‘articulation of space so 
as to produce in the participator a definite 
space experience in relation to previous and 
anticipated space experiences’, succinctly 
capturing how buildings define and make 
a space comprehensible and articulate a 
notion of time, via the lived experience of 
moving from one space to the next. 

Bacon believes that ‘involvement’ is key 
to spatial experience. Architecture is to ‘be 
in’ not just to look at, and there are eight key 
urban design elements that help to achieve 
this:• Meeting the sky – building elements to 
create skylines and identity.• Meeting the ground – to give a quality of 
stability and definition.• Points in space – which interplay to create 
tension and dynamic spatial harmony.• Recession planes – framing and creating 
drama, scale and position for the viewer.

and guiding the subsequent architectural 
response. 

Bacon explains that early movement sys-
tems were based on perception derived from 
a relatively consistent speed. The arrival 
of motorised modes created simultaneous 
movement systems of different speeds, and 
therefore different spatial experiences. in 
relation to Philadelphia, he considers how 
overlaying and interconnecting movement 
systems – vehicular, pedestrian, transit-
based – are defining features of modern city 
structure and design. He does not question 
the primacy of fast, vehicular movement and 
expounds that the spatial experience of city 
must reflect the view at different speeds, 
stating that ‘if we are to establish tensions 
across movements in our urban spaces, how 
much more careful we must be when we 
compare the demands of fast movement on 
the expressway with that which was needed 
to create harmony on the Panathenaic Way’.

RELEVAnCE TODAY
Design of Cities takes a grand city-wide ap-
proach to planning and urban design, often 
based on sweeping physical changes. in 
this way it reflects a top-down, expert-led 
and post-war design approach. Re-reading 
the book, i find it striking that despite the 
emphasis on total involvement and spatial 
experience, Bacon does not discuss daily 
life in spaces. People and their activities 
are absent or abstracted. The approach is 
the opposite of Jane Jacobs, whose Death 
and Life of Great American Cities preceded 
Bacon’s book by six years. Tellingly, in 1954 
Jacobs wrote an article regarding one of 
Bacon’s Philadelphia redevelopment projects 
that criticised its impact on community 
life, and which spurred her to question the 
post-war urban planning approach. Perhaps 
Design of Cities was already out-of-step with 
the zeitgeist by the time of its publication. 

Despite this oversight, the book is a fine 
synthesis of spatial theories and the forces 
that underpin and structure city design at 
various scales. The engaging illustrations 
clearly explain how various design ele-
ments work in concert. As such, i find it 
remains a valuable exploration of city de-
velopment through history, of the design 
factors that shape spatial experience, and 
the importance of movement systems in this 
experience.•

Richard Crappsley, Principal Urban Designer, 
Steer

READ ON
Spiro Kostof (1992), The City Assembled: The 

Elements of Urban Form Through History, 
Thames and Hudson

Spiro Kostof (1991), The City Shaped: Urban 
Patterns and Meanings Through History, 
Thames and Hudson

Mark Girouard (1985), Cities and People: 
A Social and Architectural History, Yale 
University Press

David Rudlin and Shruti Hemani (2019) Climax 
City: Masterplanning and the Complexity of 
Urban Growth, RIBA Publishing
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Climate Change 
Global Digest

Alongside the activities of Earth Day 2021 
on 21st April, a raft of announcements and 
commitments have been made both in the 
uK and around the world. As we continue 
to build towards CoP26 in november, the 
stakes are rising for action in the built 
environment sector. Here we provide some 
updates on commitments in uK and some of 
the research and projects that are leading 
the way.

pATH TO nET-ZERO Uk
The Government has adopted the Climate 
Change Committee’s Sixth Carbon Budget in 
full. The Budget charts a course to net-zero 
emissions via a target in 2035 for reducing 
emissions by 80 per cent compared to 1990 
levels. This decision will require significant 
follow-up changes in policies and guidance 
affecting the built environment. Experts flag 
the need to rapidly update policies on energy 
efficiency and renewable energy produc-
tion, as well as establish clear strategies for 
how electricity can be stored and managed 
across the grid. it is safe to say that urban 
designers need to work to increased targets 
to ensure that the pathway to net-zero is well 
embedded in designs that will come to frui-
tion in years to come. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/2021/04/20/sixth-
carbon-budget-ccc-lauds-historic-milestone-
on-path-to-net-zero-uk/

A good indication for the targets which 
urban designers should be working to can be 
found in RiBA’s 2030 Climate Challenge. The 
checklist includes both resource use targets 
and more general principles around prioritis-
ing the retrofit of existing buildings wherever 
possible. 

https://www.architecture.com/about/policy/
climate-action/2030-climate-challenge

in addition, the London Energy Transfor-
mation initiative’s (LETi) Climate Design 
Guide is starting to make an impact, with 

the LETi benchmarks now being picked up 
as the targets for building performance 
by local authorities. Whilst the LETi work 
is London-focused, the targets and guid-
ance are applicable much more widely and 
provide the most comprehensive guidance 
for designers to-date. Particularly useful are 
the single page downloads for four building 
typologies which set out the key perfor-
mance indicators to meet whole life carbon 
for small housing schemes, medium housing 
schemes, commercial offices, and schools. 

https://www.leti.london/cedg

nEw RESEARCH AnD GUiDAnCE 
The RTPi has just published a research paper 
on place-based approaches to climate 
change. The paper includes some useful 
case studies for urban designers including 
adopted climate design guidance (Greater 
Cambridge) and informal technical guidance 
on overheating (Haringey).

https://www.rtpi.org.uk/research/2021/march/
place-based-approaches-to-climate-change/

The Mayor of London has just launched a 
design guide focused on Urban Greening For 
Biodiversity Net Gain. The guide is a concise 
20-page document which sets out simple 
design considerations for different types of 
urban greening, encompassing public realm 
design, SuDS, green roofs and podiums, and 
façade design.

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/
urban-greening-biodiversity-net-gain-design-
guide

The C40 Cities Knowledge Hub has been 
expanding its data availability and now has a 
useful database of cities and their transport 
mode share. The Transport Data Explorer al-
lows you to zoom into cities across the world 
to understand the percentage of sustain-
able transport used and to learn the actions 
taken by each city to achieve this.

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/
Transport-Data-Explorer?language=en_US

BREAkTHROUGH pROJECTS
City of York housing
The City of york Council has launched zero-
carbon housing proposals for six sites across 

6th Carbon Budget

City of York housing

RIBA 2030 Challenge LETI Design Guide

Transport Data Explorer Langholm Moor

RTPI research paper

Biodiversity Net Gain 
Design Guide

the city. Sites such as ordnance Lane will 
be developed as mixed and inclusive com-
munities with sustainable design including 
certified Passivhaus which will be zero-
carbon in use. Mikhail Riches Architects 
are leading the design team which includes 
Tibbalds and uRBED, and the projects have 
involved extensive and iterative community 
engagement. 

https://www.york.gov.uk/ 
NewHomesAtOrdnanceLane

kindling Farm
The Kindling Trust has been active in Man-
chester for over 10 years increasing the 
availability and access to sustainable food. 
They run co-operative enterprises providing 
vegetable boxes to homes and businesses 
and have established a Community Food 
and Horticulture Hub in Stockport, as well 
as a social prescribing programme Grow, 
Cook and Eat. now they have launched the 
next part of their vision: to buy a farm on the 
edge of Manchester. The Trust has launched 
the opportunity for members of the public 
to buy shares in the 120-acre farm. The farm 
will grow organic produce for residents of 
Greater Manchester and will adopt agrofor-
estry practices (growing trees and crops on 
the same land) thereby making a significant 
positive contribution to the climate and 
biodiversity crisis.

https://kindling.org.uk/Farm

Langholm Moor
The Kindling Trust is looking to follow in the 
footsteps of what has just been achieved in 
Dumfriesshire. The Langholm institute has 
just purchased 5,200 acres of the Langholm 
Moor and Tarras Valley as part of a commu-
nity buy-out initiative. nearly 4,000 people 
donated to the crowd-funding campaign, 
raising over £200,000 towards the £3.8m 
cost. The land will be protected and man-
aged in a sustainable way to maximise its 
social and environmental contribution.

https://www.langholminitiative.org.uk//

langholm-moor •
Jane Manning with Joanna Wright, Mitch 
Cooke and Julie Futcher

For key sources of 
information and further 
reading. Simply hold 
your smartphone over 
the QR code whilst in 
camera mode and you 
will be taken to the 
relevant web page.

Kindling Farm
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Dalston Eastern Curve 
Garden, Hackney, London
A strip of land along the former Eastern Curve railway line was 
transformed into a much-needed public green open space for 
Dalston by local residents together with muf architect/art and 
J&L Gibbons Landscape 

in each issue of Behind the Image, one of our 
contributors visits a contemporary public space 
from around the world. The photography tries to 
reveal an alternative perspective on a familiar 
precedent, famous space or place. These im-
ages illustrate how the public space works in 

practice: exploring its features (designed 
and unintended), and the way it relates to 
the surrounding context.•

Lionel Eid, George Garofalakis,  
Rosie Garvey and Alice Strang

Urban oasis: In one of the least green parts of the London Borough of Hackney, the garden provides a leafy public space for local residents in Dalston town centre. 
The garden has a unique and creative character as a result of community involvement and a sense of an oasis hidden from the surrounding bustling city.
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Flexibility: The trees and parasols provide a sense of enclosure and intimacy to 
the garden’s main space. The community-run nature of the garden means that 
this space is used in a flexible way with a different character at different times 
of day, for example a bar in the evening or a children’s play and learning space 
during the day.

Animation: Objects and pictures of various kinds showcase local artists. Other 
installations offer natural habitats for insects, worms and birds. Plants and 
gardening techniques are presented in decorative or raised beds and planters.

Social and creative interaction: A cafe with sheltered seating areas and a covered 
workshop provide spaces for locals to meet for social or creative purposes.

Informality: Ad hoc furniture and logs for seating create a relaxed, garden-like 
environment, reinforced by the houses which back onto the space.

Hidden door: A narrow entrance funnels visitors from the city towards a large 
open air stage and a seating area for community concerts and events.
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The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has 
indicated that housing delivery must take 
priority over all other considerations. These 
include for example density, height, massing, 
overshadowing and overlooking, harm to her-
itage, the impact on traffic and parking, and 
the failure to address air quality… in short, 
all the considerations of good urban design. 

The reason for this has been the bomb-
shell letter that the Mayor received from the 
Secretary of State Robert Jenrick in March 
2020 which stated: ‘Housing delivery in Lon-
don under your mayoralty has been deeply 
disappointing. over the last three years 
housing delivery has averaged just 37,000 a 
year; falling short of the existing Plan target 
(66,000) and well below your assessment of 
housing need (52,000)… Clearly, the hous-
ing delivery shortfall you have overseen has 
led to worsening affordability for Londoners; 
and things are not improving.’

There is only so much that the Mayor can 
do. He sets housing targets for the boroughs 
and the onus is on the boroughs to respond. 
However, he is able to comment on major 
applications that are referred to him and to 
call in some for his own determination. in 
the years leading up to this bombshell, he 
had called in 14 applications, approved 13 
and refused one. The approvals had yielded 
8,816 units including 3,854 affordable, a 
very respectable 44 per cent, of which 1,201 
(31 per cent) were social rent and 2,653 (69 
per cent) intermediate. So, is the Secretary 
of State suggesting that the Mayor should 

increase the number of call-ins and further 
increase the quantum in each case? 

in the aftermath of the letter, the Mayor 
has taken decisions on six called-in applica-
tions which have included housing and he 
will probably – by the time of this publica-
tion – have decided on a seventh. This article 
reviews these decisions to see how much 
additional housing he has secured – includ-
ing affordable housing – and at what cost in 
terms of good urban design. it also reviews 
call-in decisions by the Secretary of State 
over the same period and asks whether the 
targets are likely to change following first 
Brexit and then CoViD-19.

THE MAYOR’S DECiSiOnS
This table shows the Mayor’s approvals since 
March 2020:

Thanks largely to the opportunity to call in 
the Thameside West application in newham, 
in his fifth year in office the Mayor has 
achieved the approval of 7,379 units, includ-
ing 2,600 affordable. This is a less respect-
able 35 per cent but can be explained with a 
much-needed increase in social housing to 
way above intermediate affordable housing 
provision. This delivery is close to the num-
ber of units approved in his previous three 
years and, had he succeeded in approving 
the seventh application, the total would 
have reached 8,629. The Secretary of State 
must be pleased with this outcome, but at 
what cost?

All decisions were taken against opposi-
tion from the boroughs which had refused 
the applications for reasons such as mas-
sive overdevelopment, impacts on traffic 
and parking, and an insufficient quantum 
of affordable housing. However, the Mayor 
has been concerned primarily with the last 
of these points and has been able to se-
cure an increase in this quantum with the 
help of a team of viability experts, which 
most boroughs lack, whilst at the same 
time simply disagreeing with overdevelop-
ment issues and arguing in favour of car-free 
environments.

TwO EXAMpLES FROM RiCHMOnD
Here we look at the Homebase site 
near Richmond, and also at the seventh 
application mentioned above the Mortlake 
Brewery site, which was supposed to have 
been the subject of a public hearing in 
november 2020, but which was postponed 
until after the Mayoral Election in May 2021. 
Both are in the London Borough of Richmond 
where the tallest building at present is the 
spire of Gilbert Scott’s St Matthias Church 
on Richmond Hill. Both sites are generally 

Housing Delivery at the 
Expense of Urban Design
Tim Catchpole examines the pressures and 
priorities in London

1

DECiSiOn AppLiCATiOn SiTE UniTS AFFORDABLE SOCiAL REnT inTERMEDiATE

5/08/2020 Thameside, West, 
Silvertown, Newham

5,000 34% 59% 41%

03/09/2020 Former Master Brewer 
Site, Hillingdon

514 35% 66% 34%

01/10/2020 Homebase, Manor Road, 
Richmond

453 38% 49% 51%

22/10/2020 Kensington Forum Hotel, 
Kensington & Chelsea

62 100% 100% 0%

03/12/2020 Bishopsgate Goodsyard, 
Hackney/ Tower Hamlets

500 37% 49% 51%

08/12/2020 Land at Benedict Wharf, 
Merton

850 35% 60% 40%

7,379 35% 59% 41%
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adjacent to 2-storey housing built in the late 
19th and early 20th century. However, there 
is one significant difference: the Homebase 
site has a high public transport accessibility 
level (PTAL) of 5 where parking provision can 
be at a minimum, while the Brewery site has 
a low PTAL rating of 1-2, for which parking 
would be around 1 space per unit.
 
Homebase, Richmond (approved) 
This 1.5 hectare site contains a single-storey 
retail store. The application started as a 
proposal for 385 homes in blocks of up to 
11 storeys and with only 12 parking spaces.
The council refused permission on the 
grounds that ‘the proposed development, 
by reason of its siting, layout, height, scale, 
bulk, design and materials is considered to 
represent a visually intrusive, dominant and 
overwhelming form of overdevelopment to 
the detriment of the character of the site 
and surrounding area’. 

The Mayor called in the application and 
extended the site to 1.8ha to include the ad-
jacent Transport for London (TfL) bus depot. 
This increased the quantum to 453 housing 
units including 38 per cent affordable hous-
ing units with an equal share of social and 
intermediate, increased the parking spaces 
to 16, and he simply disagreed with the 
council’s reasons for refusal. The car-free de-
velopment was justified because of the site’s 
PTAL rating but the council claims that the 
site is rated PTAL 4 because two bus services 
have been discontinued. The Secretary of 
State was lobbied to call in the application 
but he declined.

The Mortlake Brewery, Richmond (decision 
awaited)
This 8.6 hectare site has been a brewery for 
over 500 years and has a frontage to the 
River Thames at the finish of the annual uni-
versity Boat Race. The planning application 
was in three parts: a housing and mixed use 
development, a secondary school, and the 
reconfiguration of Chalker’s Corner junction 
to allow easier access to the site. The coun-
cil approved the first two applications but 
refused the third; nevertheless the Mayor 
called in all three. 

The Mayor has negotiated an increase in 
the affordable housing component from 17 
per cent to nearer to 30 per cent, but this 
could not be achieved without an overall in-
crease in the housing content from 813 units 
(plus a nursing home for 80 beds), to 1,250 
units, but with an unsatisfactory balance of 

only 36 per cent social as against 64 per cent 
intermediate. As a result the development 
has increased from a maximum of 7 storeys 
to a maximum of 9 storeys. At the same time 
he has reduced the parking from 679 spaces 
(664 in one large basement) to 493 (478 in 
a reduced basement). The council has ob-
jected to this revised scheme on the grounds 
of it being too tall, too dense, too harmful to 
existing heritage assets, and generating too 
much traffic. 

it was the traffic issue that stalled the 
public hearing in november 2020. The 
Brewery is served by the Lower Richmond 
Road which is often gridlocked, more so 
recently because of the closure of Ham-
mersmith Bridge. The road joins the trunk 
road system at Chalker’s Corner where the 
South Circular crosses the A316. The South 
Circular is likewise gridlocked. TfL expects 
drivers to transfer to public transport which 
is easily done on London’s radial system, 
but the South Circular is an orbital road, for 
which the public transport alternative is not 
adequate. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S 
DECiSiOnS SinCE THE BOMBSHELL
The Secretary of State’s call-in powers have 
been guided by the Caborn Principles. They 
include cases that: • may conflict with national policies on 
important matters• have significant effects beyond their im-
mediate locality• give rise to substantial cross-boundary or 
national controversy• raise significant architectural and urban 
design issues or • involve the interests of national security 
or of foreign governments. 

in october 2010, the then coalition Govern-
ment stated that ministers would use their 
call-in powers ‘only very sparingly where 
matters of significant national interest and 
policy are concerned’. This position was 
reaffirmed in April 2012. The advantage of 
a call-in by the Secretary of State is that all 
parties will be given a much fairer hearing 
at a 2-week public inquiry, chaired by an 
independent inspector, than they would at a 
2-hour public hearing chaired by the Mayor 
without any Assembly Councillors in attend-
ance and where the decision has in effect 
been made in advance. 

in the past year, the Secretary of State 
has made decisions on two applications 

that the Mayor had already approved: the 
redevelopment of the Citroën site in Brent-
ford, which had raised urban design issues 
because it would be visible from Kew Gar-
dens (a World Heritage Site); and, a tower 
block at notting Hill Gate, which had raised 
national security issues because it would 
overlook the back garden of Kensington 
Palace. in both cases he agreed with the 
Mayor’s decision.

The Secretary of State has also handled 
two applications called in by his predecessor 
in response to lobbying from local commu-
nity groups following approvals from the 
boroughs concerned. one was an application 
for two tall buildings designed by the late 
Zaha Hadid at Vauxhall Cross and the other 
an application for a tall building at Purley. 
in both cases the Secretary of State merely 
supported the local councils’ decisions. 

interestingly, the Secretary of State 
wrote again to the Mayor in December 2020 
issuing a direction to strengthen the tall 
buildings policy in the draft London Plan to 
ensure that such developments ‘are only 
brought forward in appropriate and clearly 
defined areas’. He said that while there was 
‘a place for tall buildings in London… there 
are some areas where tall buildings don’t 
reflect the local character’. This clearly in-
cludes areas like Richmond.

 The New London Plan, which the Secre-
tary of State has recently accepted, retains 
the policy about ‘optimising site capac-
ity’ (Policy D3). it seems that the Secretary 
of State has now come to realise that the 
only way in which the Mayor can achieve 
his housing delivery targets is to misuse his 
call-in powers by maximising site capacity. 
The Mayor is at fault in this regard, but the 
Secretary of State is also at fault for pushing 
him too far.

THE iMpACT OF BREXiT AnD COViD-19
The final word has to be about whether 
these housing delivery targets are still criti-
cal. Since Brexit and then CoViD-19, some 
700,000 people have left London and are 
working online in homes all over the country. 
is this now the trend for the future? What 
is going to happen to all the vacant office 
blocks in the City of London the and vacant 
shops in local high streets? A reassessment 
of the housing targets is surely required.•

Tim Catchpole, retired urban planner, resident 
of the London Borough of Richmond.

1 The Stag Brewery site 
in Mortlake: existing view 
from the Thames Path and 
the same view with the 
proposed development
2 The Homebase store as 
existing 
3 The redevelopment 
refused by LB Richmond 
but approved by the Mayor

2 3
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Local new Urbanism in 
Colombia
Gonzalo Sanchez applies its principles to a 
neighbourhood in Bogota

in recent years most neighbourhoods in 
the Global South have been developed as 
gated communities (i.e. residential areas 
with restricted access in which normally 
public spaces are privatised). Whilst this 
might bring benefits for residents such as a 
sense of security, privacy, and in some cases 
good quality of design, gated enclaves also 
establish physical and social barriers which 
highlight social differences, prevent social 
interaction, and promote discriminatory be-
haviours. They can also deny urban activity 
on the street frontage and increase pedes-
trian distances to local services. 

on the other hand, new urbanism is 
an urban design approach generated in the 
1990s for solving problems of urban sprawl 
and inner city degradation. it attempts to 
create sustainable neighbourhoods through 
principles such as diversity, connectivity, 
mixed use, and community engagement and 
using visioning charrettes in which residents, 
designers and developers co-operate to 
develop a vision for a project. Although this 
approach has a long tradition in the united 
States, its proponents claim that the prin-
ciples might be explored in other contexts 
to improve the difficult situation of cities 
worldwide affected by urban marginalisation 
and spatial divides. 

Focusing on the relationship between 
gated enclaves and new urbanism, this 
project develops a set of design strategies 
for well-designed neighbourhoods within 
the masterplan for Bogota, Colombia. The 
informed design attempts to reshape gated 
enclaves by breaking down the physical bar-
riers and encouraging both social exchange 
and well-designed places according to their 
context.

CASE STUDY AnD SiTE pROJECT
Whereas Bogota, Colombia’s capital city, 
has traditionally grown via open neighbour-
hoods, the last two decades have seen the 
rise of gated enclaves with over 2.7 million 
people living in them. This phenomenon has 
resulted in a high level of spatial fragmenta-
tion and social divides between high and 
low-income neighbourhoods, made worse by 
the lack of planning and design regulations.

Accordingly, the site chosen for this pro-
ject was an urban renewal area within the 
Puente Aranda district, near the city centre. 
The area is characterised by industrial build-
ings, derelict warehouses, and a historic 
building that stands as a unique educational 
centre. There is a critical lack of housing and 
local services, resulting in feelings of inactiv-
ity and insecurity for residents and visitors. 

Spatially, the existing roundabout and 
boundary fences have set up physical barri-
ers to pedestrians and cyclists’ movement, 
which in turn have increased the risk of ac-
cidents and undermined the visual character 
and public life of the place. These negative 
features are common in other parts of Co-
lombia, where the lack of governance and 
regulations has reinforced their vulnerability 
to problems such as spatial segregation re-
sulting from gated environments. 

THEORETiCAL AppROACH 
This project argues that neighbourhoods 
designed on new urbanism principles may 
have an important part to play in guiding 
urban development and discouraging barri-
ers. unlike gated enclaves, a walkable place 
usually involves high density, compact, 
mixed use, transit-orientated development 
and pedestrian orientated streets, which 
can bring further benefits to residents such 
as increased physical activity and social 
interaction, and less traffic congestion. 
Furthermore, these attributes are supported 
by the theoretical concept of five minutes’ 
walking distance, which means that all basic 
community facilities such as playgrounds 
and shops, are within a radius of 400m from 
people’s homes. This catchment area can 
inform planning decisions at different scales 
including the region, city, district and neigh-
bourhood to set up a strong sense of place 
and meet people’s future needs.

DESiGn pRinCipLES 
The project developed six principles inspired 
by new urbanism. These seek to inform 
decision-making on how to create a better 
scenario for new mixed tenure neighbour-
hoods via a master plan. The principles are: • Connectivity: This encompasses links 
and the density of intersections in a street 
network. if the number of links is high, the 
place will provide more route options and 
discourage car use by making pedestrian-
only streets. in turn this might increase ac-
cess to local businesses such as markets and 
local facilities. • Small blocks: Whereas block lengths of 
between 90 and 120m work well to create 
a high degree of walkability, larger blocks 
of 240m or more increase isolation. Smaller 
blocks can reduce walking distances and 
increase pedestrian activity.• Active frontages: These provide opportu-
nities for urban activity and social exchange 
by extending indoor life at the front of the 
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buildings and vice versa. A street frontage 
is considered active when it has diverse 
functions and frequent doors and windows. 
Active frontages also add visual interest and 
amenity to the streetscape. • Building types: A variety of building 
forms enhances the character and visual 
balance of a place. To achieve it, buildings 
designs have to be driven more by their 
attractive form than their use. This can 
maximise opportunities to accommodate 
multiple uses and to increase the area’s 
attractiveness. • Civic spaces: These include all streets, 
parks, plazas, and other open spaces with 
free access in the city. Plazas and parks have 
to be connected by a legible street network 
and conceived at different scales, accord-
ing to local activities and building forms. 
Well-designed civic spaces are fundamental 
to the structure of neighbourhoods and the 
public life of communities.• Mixed uses: These are defined as the 
spatial intensity and overlapping of land use 
types such as residential, retail, and recrea-
tion. A full range of uses can facilitate more 
walking, provide robustness to civic spaces, 
and add a sense of security for pedestrians. 
Furthermore, mixed land uses discourage 
vehicle trips by increasing job opportunities 
near homes. 

THE MASTERpLAn 
The principles described above have been 
applied to a masterplan showing how the 
site could change over the long term. The 
aim was to repair the urban structure and 
deliver a well-designed place, capable of 
discouraging a gated environment. This has 
been developed in five stages:

1. The proposal started by establishing a 
hierarchic and permeable street network 
linked to the surrounding areas. it included 
a high street which would become the key 
transport link to other areas of the city, a 
green corridor to provide a direct connection 
between proposed uses, and later pedes-
trian-only roads to connect local housing 
units. Based on this, an integrated transport 
system was proposed to enhance mobility 
within and out of the site, including a new 
cable car line, cycle ways, a light rail line, 
and intermodal stations. 
 
2. Following the street network, a new block 
system was shaped. Blocks derived from 
regular forms such as squares and triangles 

were modified and distorted by the angle of 
street lines. This procedure delivered a large 
range of blocks with an average length of 
80m, providing variety and opportunities to 
locate activities at the right scale.

3. The next step was to establish a new sys-
tem of outdoor spaces linked by the street 
network. This created a sequence of small, 
medium and large spaces, where multiple 
activities could be located. For example, 
small parks within neighbourhoods are 
suitable for socialising and children’s play, 
and larger spaces on the edges of the area 
are suitable for physical activity and major 
sporting or cultural events.

4. Based upon the urban structure, a mixed 
use plan was developed. This started with 
the location of commercial, industrial and 
public facilities on the site perimeter, in 
order to create an active, dense and legible 
edge close to the major transport systems. 
Residential buildings were developed as a 
series of courtyards framed by row houses 
and apartment blocks, with community 
buildings to supply basic goods and services 
to residents and visitors. 

5. The last step addressed the functional and 
visual character by adding building types 
such as row houses, courtyard buildings, 
industrial pavilions and commercial blocks. 
in addition, frontage types such as galleries 
and shopfronts were included to encourage 
activity on the ground floor.

ROUnDABOUT inTERVEnTiOn
The proposed layout was supported by a 
major intervention on the existing rounda-
bout consisting of reclaiming green areas 
dominated by roads and vehicular bridges. 
This entailed building a tunnel for car traffic, 
and a new linear park linked to underground 
bus stations. The project aimed primarily 
to offer a functional and attractive green 
landmark to the city.

COnCLUSiOn 
in conclusion, this work has examined the 
usefulness of new urbanism to an urban 
design project within a masterplan. it has 
shown that both local demands and new 
urbanism principles might provide a better 
scenario for the development of local neigh-
bourhoods, and thereby contribute to reduc-
ing the socio-spatial segregation caused by 
gated environments. 

However, their applicability will depend on 
conducting charrettes as a means of involv-
ing residents in the design-making process. 
Furthermore, it is imperative to consider 
local political support and the socio-cultural 
diversity of Bogota, increased by regular 
migrations from other parts of the country. 
The project has also exposed an alterna-
tive method to the traditional manner of 
developing urban projects in the city, where 
unfortunately the physical character of place 
depends more on developers’ decisions and 
regulatory gaps, than on the principles of 
good design. This work aimed to open up the 
discussion about how the contingencies of 
a place contribute to new urbanism’s dif-
ferentiated forms, from the translation of the 
design principles into specific contexts such 
as that of Bogota, Colombia.•

Gonzalo Sanchez  
This project was undertaken as part of a 
Master’s degree in Architecture and Urbanism, 
at the University of Manchester
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1 Masterplan for Puente Aranda
2 Gated environment in Ciudad 
Salitre, Bogota. Image by Santiago 
Beaumé, María Luisa Cervantes and 
Federico Chaparro
3 Pedestrian corridors
4 Proposed inner spaces
5 Proposed linear park
All other images by the author 2
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The uK currently builds sprawling greenfield 
estates at 22 dwellings per hectare (dph), 
too low to viably support public transport 
or diverse land uses (pubs? What pubs?). 
As a result, 20 of today’s proposed Garden 
Cities will generate up to 200,000 vehicle-
dependent households, irreversibly churning 
up the countryside in the process.

if the uK instead developed on brownfield 
land at 60-100dph, it could:• Deliver an additional 4 to 6.6 million new 
homes per annum• provide more shops and strengthen high 
streets• unlock land for a greater, greener public 
realm and create exciting experiences • protect rural habitats and landscapes• present greater entrepreneurship and 
employment opportunities • create more vibrant, mixed use neigh-
bourhoods within a 10 minute/ 800 metre 
walk (neighbourhood Completeness), and • stimulate wider social, economic and 
environmental regeneration.

THE HOw AnD wHAT
Germi-nation can be defined as ‘the vertical, 
regenerative growth of decaying urban town-
scapes simultaneously with the horizontal 
burgeoning of natural landscapes which 
facilitates community nourishment’.

Germi-nation guides the design of 
sustainable regenerative intensification 
schemes by blending the benefits of urban 
compactness with the beauty of the coun-
tryside. This movement essentially utilises 
‘the sky’ (2-12 storey buildings) and smaller 
block blueprints to achieve higher densities, 
unlocking land for more sustainable and 
publically accessible land uses.

More specifically, Germi-nation focuses 
on how the public realm can enhance exist-
ing brownfield assets, so that revitalised 
neighbourhoods retain an individual identity, 
distinguishable from conventional greenfield 
estates. This can thereby provide residents 
with a greater sense of pride and belonging 
in where they live, work and play.

Lastly, Germi-nation aims to reflect the 
physical aspirations of people, influencing 

their deep-rooted behaviours so that they 
can willingly promote brownfield intensifi-
cation schemes rather then being pressured 
into doing so. This bottom-up approach 
should cause developers and authorities 
to instinctively prioritise more compact, 
regenerative neighbourhoods over copy-
and-paste greenfield estates. 

To achieve this research, a collection of 
urban design actions derived from a litera-
ture review and a primary survey, helped 
to formulate a conceptual framework. This 
is to be utilised as a checklist (X/48 de-
sign actions), helping organisations reflect 
Germi-nation across each layer of an inten-
sification project.

Germi-nation was applied to a test site 
in Canning Town, newham, London, one of 
the 10 per cent most deprived neighbour-
hoods in the uK, to provide a contextual 
example whilst supporting the research. 

THE Yin AnD THE YAnG
The 162 responses to the survey indicated 
that Canning Town residents desire large, 
detached plots within a community-led 
neighbourhood with a village ambience, a 
strong local identity and the opportunity 
to customise their homes. The 18 resultant 
design actions coincidentally reflect Garden 
City principles. 

in contrast, the design actions ex-
tracted from the literature review mirror 
the principles put forward by ian nairn, an 
architectural critic who stated that Garden 
Cities were ‘an admirable idea in vacuo’, and 
that ‘the greater our population, the bigger 
and greener should be our countryside, the 
neater and more compact should be our 
towns’. 

Thus, when a niche population dreams 
of living in an idyllic rural suburbia, but the 
future sustainability of uK housing calls for 
compact urban jungles, where can the bal-
ance be achieved? The answer is through 
the sensitive scale of Germi-nation.

THE inTEnSiFiCATiOn
The test design aimed to address the most 
critical areas of deprivation regarding bar-
riers to housing and services, crime and the 
living environment. using Germi-nation, 
this intensification scheme transformed:• derelict land adjacent to the DLR Station 
into a vibrant, mixed use local centre• an underutilised landmark building into a 
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Germi-nation: A new 
Urban Movement
Astrid Guthier promotes a dynamic intensification 
movement which modernises development principles 
started by Ebenezer Howard and Ian Nairn

Local survey 
results will influence 
which design actions 
should be achieved (higher 
total scores equate to denser 
intensificaton schemes)
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community hub• low quality, low density housing into 
a row of colourful shipping container 
apartments• an empty car park into shared streets 
with customisable plots• abandoned shops into a skills develop-
ment centre, and• tired pocket parks into a green necklace 
of public parks.

The outcome of such a scheme fulfilled resi-
dents’ aspirations and resulted in a dynamic, 
distinctive neighbourhood which benefits 
from a neighbourhood Completeness boost-
ed from 28 to 59 per cent, and the creation 
of 6.5 times more cycle spaces than vehicle 
ones. By utilising vertical growth, densities 
could also be doubled from 40dph to 97dph 
which results in a 420 per cent expansion of 
the public realm (not including streets).

Consequently, this intensification of 
the 7.7 hectare site produced a positive re-
sponse rate of 80 per cent by Canning Town 
residents following the online masterplan 
consultation; in addition half of the respond-
ents agreed that they would prefer to live in 
this intensified neighbourhood than in a new, 
low-density suburban estate.

nEXT STEpS
Germi-nation provides guidance on how to 
design sustainable intensification schemes 
whilst meeting citizens’ aspirations. As a 
result, the scale of Germi-nation will alter 
depending on the context. For example, city 
dwellers are prepared to live more compact 
lifestyles and therefore achieving a score 
of 25-48 design actions would be expected, 
whereas a score of 13-24 design actions 
might better suit the tastes of suburban 
populations living at around 40-50dph, 
which should gradually promote more com-
pact homes that lead to the benefits of such 
lifestyles.

The uK’s shift from low-density develop-
ments to higher ones as in the netherlands, 
will not be fast but is necessary for the 
long-term sustainability of uK housing. ul-
timately, if we are to do it, we need to do it 
cohesively, as a nation.•

Astrid Guthier  
This project was undertaken as part of  
the MA Urban Design at Oxford Brookes 
University
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1 The Germi-Nation 
framework
2–3 The existing test side 
and the proposal using 
Germi-Nation

4 A typical Canning 
Town street
5 The same street after

Simply hold your 
smartphone over the 
QR code whilst in 
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will be taken to a web 
page giving more detail 
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specialist consultancy, which is the primary market 
place for new urban design talent.

The other significant challenge is in ensuring that 
urban design professionals are representative 
of the communities with whom they work. Whilst 
great progress has been made in terms of gender 
balance, we have a long way to go to encourage 
ethnic groups to choose urban design as a career. 
In particular, there is a notable absence of black 
urban designers working across the North. Here 
we will hear a range of voices and opinions, 
and cover an extensive geography. We have a 
broad agenda but our aim has been to offer an 
inside track on urban design practice and the 
issues being addressed across the North. The 
contributors were encouraged to take views from 
their peers and colleagues, and I want to thank 
them for their efforts and thank all who have 
contributed.

When we began work on this issue we all knew 
that it was an important time to share urban design 
experiences not just for the North, but also for 
wider appreciation. 

The post-COVID-19 ‘building back better’ era is 
upon us, and whilst we have been building back 
for decades, the intensity and need to deliver high 
quality place-making has never been greater. If we 
settle for quick wins and mediocre delivery, the 
legacy will not be long-lived. 

Each article attempts to inform, inspire and offer 
challenges to see improvements in how urban 
designers can exert an influence across place-
making agendas. We hope you enjoy reading 
this issue and will follow up the links and ideas 
presented.•

Stephen Gleave, guest topic editor, Cities Director – North, AECOM 
In addition to the articles’ authors, the following have contributed to 
this issue: Joseph Conmee (Stockport Borough Council), Brian Deegan 
(Urban Movement), Danny Crump (Broadway Malyan), James Perry, 
Claire Harper (Harper Perry), Mark Graham (LDA Design), Martin Ellerby 
(fbe & Placefirst), Philip Black (Manchester University), Stephen O’Malley 
(Civic Engineers) and Tom Perry (Design Council)

The northern 
powerhouse

When as an urban designer and town planner,  
I first moved to the North West of England nearly 
30 years ago, I called a group together on behalf 
of the UDG to see what colleagues were up to. 
The truth was that we were few in number, a mix of 
academics, consultants and practitioners in public 
office. Thirty years on, what were then ideas about 
a Transpennine Super Region have shifted to the 
latest rhetoric around a Northern Powerhouse, 
nudged on the way by regional development 
agencies, a Labour-led Northern Way, and even by 
Will Alsop’s headline-grabbing ideas and TV show 
for a coast-to-coast super-city.

Conceived in 2014 by the then Chancellor George 
Osborne, the Northern Powerhouse has mutated 
within administrations to become inextricably 
linked with ‘levelling up’. This was a concept hard 
to grasp pre-COVID-19, but now the meaning is 
even more elusive. Mounting national debt and 
inequalities inevitably mean that funds will be 
targeted at vote-attracting projects, rather than 
strategic rethinking about infrastructure and place.

So what are today’s urban designers up to 
across the North of England? What influence 
are they having, what are they achieving and 
what challenges do they face? The urban design 
scene is very different to 30 years ago: there is 
much greater appreciation of the value of place 
and the real values that the quality of form and 
structure can bring. There is also a maturity about 
the importance of community engagement and 
involvement in regeneration processes which, 
given the history of the North, are at the heart 
of place-making. We also have a much more 
experienced professional legacy and more links 
across disciplines.

However, there are tensions. Despite national 
guidance, we still have under-resourced public 
authorities not able to prioritise design or provide 
the advice and understanding of place that 
serves the public interest. This sits in contrast to 
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scheme at St Thomas’ Gardens, and we’re tackling the future of 
retail through the redevelopment and repurposing of Mersey-
way. But we’re only at the beginning. The Stockport Mayoral 
Development Corporation, alongside our own housing delivery 
company, Viaduct Housing, will help us to achieve even more as 
we redefine what a town centre could and should be. 

Post-Brexit and post-COVID-19, we’ll need to deliver our 
ambitions for the built environment, healthy living, true sustain-
ability and economic inclusivity, and tackle all those priorities 
simultaneously. Design quality is the thread that binds all those 
agendas together and enables truly transformative place-mak-
ing. Investment and infrastructure are vital but it’s the design of 
a place – its distinctive look and the unique atmosphere you get 
from being there – that excites us. It isn’t enough to settle for 
bland, soulless development that adds nothing to what it means 
to be in Stockport.

A few years ago the Financial Times suggested that ‘Stock-
port offers Britain’s towns the blueprint for revival’. I couldn’t 
agree more, but we need all towns and cities to rise to the chal-
lenge of restoring our love of place, reasserting civic pride and 
identity, generating a new energy and momentum, and creating 
the future we want, rather than settling for the legacy we’ve 
been given. Across the North, more urgently than ever, we need 
to deliver on the potential of the Northern Powerhouse, and 
the design professions will give us the vitality, identity, urban 
character, authenticity and uniqueness that enable success and 
enhance quality of life for every one of us. •

Councillor Elise Wilson, Leader of Stockport Metropolitan Borough 
Council

The Value of  
place and Design Quality 
for Communities
Councillor Elise Wilson sets out Stockport’s dreams and plans 

T he role of design in towns, cities and urban spaces has 
never been more important. The pandemic has made us 
all rethink how places work for the people who use them 

and how they shape the way we’re able to live our lives. The ideas 
set out here around zero-carbon design for economic prosperity, 
delivering housing quality, movement in towns and across the 
region, and engagement, inclusion and diversity are now more 
relevant than ever.

The potential to create a Northern Powerhouse and the 
promise of levelling up to tackle social and economic inequality 
are genuinely exciting. But with the promise comes the expecta-
tion that we’ll reshape the places we love to better reflect the 
ambitions we have for ourselves, for our families and friends, 
and our future. For the Northern Powerhouse to take off, it has to 
be about how towns and cities across the entire North of England 
enable people to live healthier, more prosperous, fairer and more 
sustainable lives.

That’s the journey we’re on in Stockport. We’re a decade into 
making the town the place its people want it to be, and we’ve 
seen the results that can be achieved when the right vision, lead-
ership and partnerships work together. As local government has 
undergone radical change, we’ve become a major investor in our 
town so that we’ve got greater control over what gets built and 
we can better manage the balancing act between engagement, 
delivering the right development and infrastructure, and achiev-
ing the right economic benefits. 

We’ve dared to dream big. We’ve built a new commercial 
quarter by Stockport station, we’ve turned the historic part 
of town into a real destination, we’re upgrading our transport 
infrastructure while creating new homes and a new town centre 
park through the Interchange scheme, we’re building affordable 
homes alongside intermediary care facilities in an all-age living 

1 Stockport Town Centre 
West. Image by OPEN

1
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1 Newcastle Helix: 
ambitious scale, coarse 
grain. Image by Sam 
Barnwell, licensed 
under CC BY-NC-ND 
2.0

on remediated industrial sites, while the 
comprehensive redevelopment of the 
1960s and 70s has matured into a superb 
university campus that feels fully part 
of the city centre, and one of the most 
cherished Modernist public buildings in 
the country (Newcastle Civic Centre).

Prominent urban interventions now 
in progress or proposed tend to echo 
this heroic tradition. Stockton-on-Tees 
garnered national headlines recently with 
its bold plan to demolish an unloved shop-
ping centre and create a single-sided high 
street with a vast new park connecting it 
to the River Tees. In Redcar, controversy 
rages over short-sighted plans to demol-
ish the blast furnace, the last remnant 
of Teesside’s steel-making history, and 
replace it with a business park. 

In Newcastle, many people have been 
astounded at the scale and pace at which 
the cleared former Scottish and Newcastle 
brewery has been transformed into the 
Helix, itself a powerhouse of economic 
development and urbanism writ large. 

Based on a three-way partnership of 
higher education, private business and 
local government, this project translates 

What does it mean to be a powerhouse, and what would 
it mean to approach urban design with a focus on 
becoming one? It isn’t clear that this question is being 

asked cogently, yet distinctive answers seem to be emerging: 
Manchester has its yes-to-everything tall buildings policy; Liver-
pool its turbo-charged rediscovery of its waterfront; and, Leeds 
its fight for functional public transport.

In Newcastle and the wider North East, the consequences of 
urban design, deliberately or not, play a particularly significant 
societal role as the setting for the unique mix of high and low 
culture in which people from all social classes participate and 
mix. For many, this is what sets the culture of the city and region 
apart. It is perhaps natural to think that nurturing these distinct 
qualities of place might be a better bet for developing the gravity 
and magnetism associated with regional competitiveness than 
joining a race to be big or cheap.

HEROiC TRADiTiOn
For better or worse, the North East of England has a history of 
heroic urbanism. Grainger and Dobson are venerated in Newcas-
tle for sweeping away half of the city and building the majestic 
Georgian streets now known as Grainger Town, which for many 
people are the city centre. A block to the east, the legacy of 
Smith and Burns in the form of the equally of-its-time Central 
Motorway put the city off the idea of visionary civic leadership. 
The picture on the ground is more nuanced: even before the 
pandemic, parts of Grainger Town were struggling to be filled in 
the face of competition from the glut of cheap office space built 

in Service of  
the powerhouse
Neil Murphy suggests a gradual approach 
for the North East of England

1
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2 Middlehaven, 
Middlesbrough: a 
place slowly emerging. 
Image by Petegal-half, 
licensed under CC BY-
SA 3.0
3 Vaux Gill Square 
(proposed), Riverside 
Sunderland: 
just add(ing) people. 
Reproduced by 
kind permission of 
Sunderland City 
Council

masterplan – Riverside Sunderland 
– bucks the trend of grand urban 
core visions in the North East. While 
undoubtedly big and anchored by new 
civic offices, the majority of the site is 
proposed for compact, fine-grained 
housing, a recognition that what the 
centre of Sunderland needs more than 
anything is people, and of the importance 
of urban quality in changing perceptions 
of places. Riverside promises ambitious 
environmental standards, play-friendly 
spaces by keeping cars at the periphery, 
and a high-density low-rise typology 
that promises intimate streets with many 
front doors. It is to be kicked off with 
an expo in which Sunderland hopes to 
build the shortlisted entries in a recent 
national housing design competition. If 
this sounds admirably Nordic, then yet 
more so is the role that the city council 
itself intends to play as a patient enabling 
investor, enforcing quality, reducing 
development risk and ultimately building 
an asset base for the city. It is refreshing 
to see a plan that learns unashamedly 
from proven good practice elsewhere. 
Here seems to be an understanding of 
what an economy of place might mean for 
and entail of urban design.

In striking contrast, Middlehaven, 
the vast regeneration area north of 
Middlesbrough town centre, must surely 
hold a record for the number of abortive 
masterplans that a single place can be 
subjected to.  

academic research into applied goods and services in a physical 
environment where urban density and the interplay of ideas 
morph into a self-reinforcing productive ecosystem. Based on 
building distinct economic capabilities rooted in a particular 
city, this is the kind of strategy that experts tend to admire. 
It builds from existing strengths and skills, often originating 
from historic industrial capabilities, and as such recognises the 
importance of ‘path dependence’ in regional development: a 
place’s future is conditioned by its past and so it is best to make 
use of it. 

URBAniSM AnD MEMORY
What should we make of this juxtaposition of the importance in 
contemporary economic development based on patient strate-
gies grounded in existing, often historic, assets, and the North 
East’s administrators’ apparent liking for a tabula rasa?

Discussing this with a group of regional urban practitioners, 
I describe the view to be had from the terrace of the Bridge 
Tavern, beneath the Tyne Bridge, of hundreds of years of 
change in Newcastle – from the Roman city through the railway 
age, to Wilf Burns’ walkway to nowhere. We hear how Mid-
dlesbrough’s Orange Pip Market has contributed to a cultural 
resurgence in the town and given neighbouring places like 
Hartlepool’s renewed confidence to try things that in the past 
would have been seen as the preserve of bigger cities. We talk 
of the transformation of Newcastle Quayside, and how the next 
challenge is to break through the collar of highways that sever 
central Gateshead from its side of the Tyne. There is pride in the 
regeneration of Whitley Bay’s Spanish City, a fine repurposing 
of a building that it would have been far easier to demolish, and 
the great improvement of its seafront public realm. We discuss 
the delightful pedestrianised streets found across late-Victorian 
and Edwardian Tyneside, with generous terraced housing at 
50 or 60 dwellings per hectare, a better model for successful 
future suburbs than the placeless tangle north of Shiremoor. We 
are reminded that successful urbanism isn’t only for the bigger 
places, Waterhouses in the Deerness Valley being a fine example 
of a small Durham village with a life of its own and an acute sense 
of place.

All of the places that this group of practitioners is fondest 
of seem to be instances of contemporary rediscoveries and 
additions or riffing on established pieces of built heritage. This 
speaks to a human desire for stories, for particularity, for a 
distinctiveness that can’t just be designed or built or dropped 
in. Successful urbanism relies on memory; the cultural appro-
priation of space is possible only with time. The likes of the 
Helix build new productive capabilities out of latent assets and 
inherited skills, and conserve and replicate what is special and 
authentic in a place. We are in a battle against the overbearing 
sameness of cities sanitised into a facsimile of the places that 
people supposedly want.

A conception that places must be comprehensively and 
neatly made and remade to suit the economic zeitgeist lies 
behind the heroic urban tradition, and the North East’s weak-
ness for a big masterplan. The Helix has had more than one mas-
terplan: the first was to erase any clue of history from the site, 
but between that and the one that is now largely being built, the 
concept of a new granular piece of the city built around a third 
great street gave way to what is a hugely impressive campus of 
shiny buildings. It is not hard to imagine the public realm coming 
alive on a sunny summer day, but one searches unsuccessfully for 
the grain of adaptation and a sense of unplanned possibility that 
might suggest a genuine manifestation of the ‘triple helix’ in the 
fabric and culture of the city.

SUnDERLAnD AnD MiDDLESBOROUGH
Sunderland’s former brewery site, Vaux, has an even more 
chequered history: during the 2000s it was the subject of a 
protracted wrangle between the city and a supermarket chain 
in which happily the former eventually prevailed. The current 

2
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4 Intimate, car-free 
residential streets at 
60dph as found across 
Tyneside. 
5 Spanish City, Whitley 
Bay: coastal pride. 
Image licensed under 
CC0 1.0
6 Redcar steelworks, 
soon to be another 
business park. 
Photograph by Mark 
Ramsay

cost-based competitiveness, in which 
rich urban environments are recognised 
as part of the culture economy but the 
physical manifestation is in ever more 
spine roads leading to ever more business 
parks; or whether there is genuine com-
mitment to engendering a competitive-
ness which is underpinned by an economy 
of place grounded in urban quality of life 
and environment, and the milieu of ideas 
and creations that might result.

If it’s the latter, we need to harness 
the heroic tradition in the region to the 
service of a sophisticated and granular 
urbanism focused on bringing people, 
activity and life into the urban cores; 
to deploy big capital in the service of 
the constant smaller interventions and 
projects that are the material of thriving 
cities; and, perhaps, to inject a little 
humility into the grand plans that we 
make for places. This isn’t to reject scale, 
pace or ambition or to ask the impossible 
of civic leaders – abandoning the lan-
guage or politics of transformation – but 
to bring to it an understanding of the 
complexity and patience needed to make 
powerhouses out of place.•

Tom Murphy, Co-founding Director,  
developer TOWN

Following Middlesbrough FC’s plans for a new Riverside stadium 
in the mid-1990s, Will Alsop had a go in 2004 with pavilions 
looking like aliens from another place. His plan ultimately begot 
the BoHo digital accelerator building in 2009 and later residen-
tial BoHouse. Rather than representing failure though, these 
partially-realised plans arguably provided Middlehaven with 
useful small-scale anchors from which an interesting, slightly 
accidental and nicely granular quarter might be fashioned over 
time by many hands at a scale and pace that the town could 
sustain. Early in 2021, plans were published for a street of town-
houses framing the old Town Hall, continuing a more incremen-
tal and responsive approach. However, the recent announcement 
of a big Chinese developer as strategic partner for another huge 
masterplan for the area feels like a throwback to the big old days.

SERVAnT RATHER THAn MASTER
Cyril Winskell, a renowned Newcastle-based architect who died 
in 2020, used to counter talk of masterplans with his idea of a 
‘servant plan’, which he and others developed for Newcastle and 
Gateshead in the late 2000s. The idea is that there are some fun-
damental tools about a place that should survive everything. So 
that is to be the service for what comes second, third or fourth, 
rather than saying ‘It has to look like this’. The notion that mas-
terplans should be long-term frameworks for the evolution of 
places, rather than temporal blueprints for fashionable projects, 
is a powerful one for cities handling unpredictable long-term 
forces of change where no masterplan ever gets fully built, scale 
is often the enemy of complexity, and what attracts funding 
changes with the political cycle. The rules of good urbanism are 
essentially timeless, and the best places sustain both continuity 
of culture and perpetual changes of function.

A group of comfortable urbanists talking about incremental 
change and the need not to lose a sense of identity is potentially 
open to accusations of complacency or even snobbery. There’s a 
cold cup of realism to be consumed, given the nature of political 
cycles, the perceived necessity of big and visible investments and 
the language of transformation; a necessity hardly dampened 
by Whitehall’s rediscovered fondness for tournament-financing 
schemes that encourage places to polish their CGIs, sharpen 
their elbows and focus on competition with each other, rather 
than true place-competitiveness. 

COnCLUSiOn
Jane Jacobs wrote about the distinction between gradual and 
cataclysmic money, blaming the latter for the tendency to erase 
urban character and social diversity. For the North of England, 
cataclysmic money is the main kind of money available and, 
rather than howl at the moon for want of a non-existent some-
thing else, the challenge is to direct it to the right long-term 
outcomes.

This requires a clear-eyed view of what the physical land-
scape of a powerhouse really is. In the North East, it requires 
a plan as to whether the emphasis is to continue to be on 
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1 Mental well-being 
over the life-course: a 
foundation for urban 
planning.
Source: Foresight 
Mental Capital and 
Wellbeing Project, The 
Government Office for 
Science, London

players in their resolution. Urban plan-
ners and designers have an opportunity 
to work at both the strategic level of land 
and infrastructure management, and at 
the street level where people experience 
their environments. Thus they can cre-
ate more socially, environmentally and 
economically sustainable places. 

A COLLABORATiVE AppROACH
The concept of the Northern Powerhouse 
identifies a region of shared problems 
and disadvantage: post-industrial, 
purposeless, hopeless and marginalised. 
The government has taken an authorita-
tive approach to taming these problems 
by vesting responsibility for solving 
them in the hands of a few stakeholders. 
While this may reduce the complexity 
of the short-term decision-making that 
generally has an economic bent, it does 
not address the fact that places, their 
communities and the issues they face are 
multifaceted, entangled and complex. The 
disadvantage of this approach is the nar-
rowness of perspective it generates in the 

‘W e shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.’ 
This 1943 quote from Sir Winston Churchill sup-
ported a request that the bombed-out House of 

Commons be rebuilt exactly as before. While there is truth in 
this statement, it is the quality of the public realm that shapes 
communities, where people learn to be social, meet up, interact, 
connect and make transactions. These activities shape behav-
iours, determine choices, and in turn, shape our places. Where 
this process is positive, places and people thrive; where they are 
not, both people and place languish and deteriorate.

As urban design professionals, we spend much of our time 
either working on the renewal of these languishing places or 
imaginatively designing new places of ‘thrival’. But do we really 
understand why places fail, or why renewal programmes suffer 
regeneration relapses? If not, how can we confidently design 
new places when they will be subject to the same stewardship 
regimes of existing failing places? The process is circular: we 
need places that support thrival first to scaffold sustainable 
behaviours which in turn cultivate better places. This theoretical 
virtuous circle is beset with wicked problems in practice that 
make comprehensive positive change seem impossible. Individu-
als and communities have little, if any, control over such intrac-
table problems because they tend to be structural, systemic and 
political in nature. 

Built environment professionals may have little say or con-
trol over these embedded systemic problems, but they are key 

people are the  
northern powerhouse
Graham Marshall and Rhiannon Corcoran take a psychological 
approach to urban design 
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authorities and their advisors, who alone have the responsibility 
for tackling the problems. 

Widening the agenda to include place-based social and 
environmental concerns, as well as economic ones, requires a 
collaborative approach, which actively engages those affected 
by the problems in the processes of change. The difficulties 
with this approach are its time-consuming nature, maintaining 
continuity with stakeholders and getting different interests to 
collaborate. Although stated goals are often shared, inevitably 
different groups will have different achievement and output/
outcome-focused timelines. We have all witnessed the failure of 
quick wins and flagship projects. To address these difficulties, 
action needs to shift from solution to intervention, recognising 
that successful place-making is an ongoing and dynamic process 
and that further actions will always be required. 

Historically, urban places have been places of continual 
exploitation and gain. However, if we consider them simply as 
human habitats, crafted to provide surpluses and the resource 
security that our hunter-gatherer predecessors seldom experi-
enced, then we begin to change the way we act upon and within 
them. The first steps into an agricultural system demanded a 
future focus and a degree of acceptable risk. This first ancestral 
step is equivalent to our growth agenda today. In the UK, where 
urban centres are treated as economic engines, a huge urban 
precariat experiences the disadvantages of inequality, leading to 
a shortened life, typically preceded by years of poor health and 
diminished life quality. Amongst the precarious struggles are 
poor quality housing, neighbourhoods, environments, services 
and facilities. These issues fall within our remit as urban plan-
ners and designers where we can collectively have an impact.

To be effective we need to understand the key issues facing 
communities better than we do, and how we can engage in better 
practice. This in part requires some unlearning and, in greater 
part, the embracing of social sciences to circuit-break decline 
and its place-based causes. This is not social engineering in the 
exploitative sense or the paternalist one promoted by the Garden 
City pioneers. It is the removal of barriers to a more sustainable 
life and the opening up of more choices. As Charles Montgomery 
put it in Happy City: transforming our lives through urban 
design (2013):

‘The city is not merely a repository of pleasures. It is the 
stage on which we fight our battles, where we act out the drama 
of our own lives. It can enhance or corrode our ability to cope 
with everyday challenges. It can steal our autonomy or give us 
freedom to thrive. It can offer a navigable environment, or it can 
create a series of impossible gauntlets that wear us down daily. 
The messages encoded in architecture and systems can foster a 
sense of mastery or helplessness. The good city should be meas-
ured not by its distractions and amenities, but by how it affects 
this everyday drama of survival, work and meaning.’ (p36)

ADApTinG TO EnViROnMEnTAL CHALLEnGES
Looking at our social species through the lens of evolutionary 
psychology, we realise that there is no such thing as good or bad 
behaviour. Responses to our habitual environments, through 
continuous exposure and learning from others, set up patterns 
of activity aimed at the most resource-effective acquisition of 
things we need: food, shelter, security and relationships. The 
qualities of our home environment(s) directly determine our life 
strategies and subsequent well-being, emphasising the impor-
tance of place design and stewardship. Where the things we need 
are tangible, accessible, stable, reliable and predictable, people 
can afford to plan their futures and, through planning, become 
more resilient. As they plan, they build co-operative communi-
ties with other future-oriented people, building purposeful 
relationships that support eudaimonic well-being. 

By contrast when the things we need feel intangible, inac-
cessible, unstable, unreliable or unpredictable, people will 
live day-by-day, tending to thrill-seek for reward through 
hedonic behaviours. Uncooperative, unplanned, now-oriented, 

self-centred choices and responses 
become the norm, leaving little chance to 
overcome avoidable life stressors through 
co-operation. Harsh environments 
and the future-discounting behaviours 
they prime have significantly negative 
impacts on individuals and communities. 
Although society may disapprove of these 
behaviours, labelling them as challenging, 
risky, criminal or unwanted, they are 
normal survival responses appropriate in 
the context in which they arise. As urban 
planners and designers, whenever we 
consider the make-up of a high street, 
anti-social behaviour in a neighbour-
hood or low educational attainment in a 
community, we should turn our attention 
to the environment that has prompted 
these responses, and understand our role 
in addressing these environments – to 
promote more desired and sustainable life 
choices. 

The previous two paragraphs have 
probably conjured up images of leafy 
suburbs and sink estates respectively. 
However, we need to be mindful that well-
heeled gated estates can be harsh, and 
close-knit working-class neighbourhoods 
very nurturing. This is where unlearning 
comes in. What we have been trained to 
recognise as good design, particularly 
in an aesthetic sense, is not necessarily 
correct from a behavioural perspective. 
We need to get to know people better, 
understanding their implicit needs. 
Practice standing in someone else’s shoes 
from time to time and look through their 
eyes: how do you really feel in this space? 
Do you feel you belong here? Do you feel 
safe? What kind of people live here? Can 
I get all that I need from this place? Also 
ask these questions of the people who live 
in the places you work in.

The environmental place cues we 
attend to elicit emotional responses that 
lead to either ill-being or well-being. 
This is adaptability: turn a corner into a 
dangerous situation and immediately our 
behaviour changes for survival. Return to 
a safe place and we eventually slip back 
into benign behaviour patterns. However, 
if every corner that a person turns is 
embedded with incivilities, the visible 
cues to impoverishment, threat and poor 
place stewardship, then ‘high alert’ is the 
habitual behaviour pattern and ill-being is 
the result. This is what makes the creation 
of psychologically benign environments 
essential – if people are to experience 
mental well-being as a natural outcome of 
urban life. 

Above we have referred to eudaimonic 
well-being that comes from the pursuit 
of often collective, but always, meaning-
ful goals. It is a longer-term well-being 
strategy, resource-sustaining and leading 
to a more sustainable life, community 
and society. By contrast, hedonic well-
being comes from striving for maximum 
pleasure and minimum pain now. It is 
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Environments (PIE) is already main-
stream in hospitals and workplaces – why 
not in urban design and place-making? 
Perhaps the Powerhouse could follow 
Wales, New Zealand and Bhutan’s lead 
placing well-being at the top of their 
national agendas. It could also reinvigor-
ate the urban renaissance, a vision based 
on design excellence, social well-being 
and environmental responsibility. 

As professionals we should be pro-
ponents of ideas, theories and concepts. 
This is a time to find our voices, but we 
will not do that as exponents on others’ 
bandwagons. We need to jump up and 
down on ideas to test their robustness, 
and not accept them at face value because 
they fit our old narratives. The design of 
whole places collaboratively with commu-
nities will make the difference, generating 
future-focused behaviours and optimistic 
mind-sets. This starts on the doorstep, 
not in the park. It grows when people feel 
safe, not by looking at a tree. It continues 
when the surrounding resources are 
perceived to be beneficial and available, 
not through consumption and spending 
more. We should come together across 
the Powerhouse to generate an unrivalled 
professional engagement programme to 
get ourselves fit for the tasks ahead.•

Graham Marshall, Director, Prosocial Place. 
Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Population 
Health Sciences, University of Liverpool 
Rhiannon Corcoran, Professor of Psychology 
and Public Mental Health, University of 
Liverpool

a necessary but all too often short-term well-being strategy. 
Too much hedonia is resource-depleting and not sustainable in 
the long run. This is another point of unlearning is that being 
happy is not a sustainable strategy for a city. Happy is a transient 
emotional state experienced in the present. It is unsustainable by 
definition and therefore not the basis of a future-focused place 
vision. However, it is important to note that children need happy, 
positive and stimulating (hedonic) experiences throughout their 
development.

When individuals and communities perceive resources as 
unattainable or unavailable, they reach for hedonic well-being 
fixes available in the now until they become default life-choices. 
Communities become liquid: ‘less territorialised, less tethered 
to locality (where)… the social and spatial, once soldered tightly 
together, begin to drift apart. Each step less moored to any spe-
cific place’ (Young, 2007 The Vertigo of Late Modernity). 

Disapproving and writing policies to ban fried chicken 
shops from high streets is a failure to recognise the depth of 
the underlying issues. While we maintain and tolerate cities as 
economic engines, not human habitats, these unsustainable pat-
terns endure, including ambivalent attitudes toward the climate 
crisis. The challenges that these harsh places put on community 
coherence eventually create hot spots of social loneliness. As the 
writer Olivia Laing observes: ‘You can be lonely anywhere, but 
there is a particular flavour to the loneliness that comes from 
living in a city, surrounded by millions of people’.

FinAL THOUGHTS
The greatest resources that the Northern Powerhouse has at its 
disposal is a close-knit urban geography, superb built heritage 
and a diverse cosmopolitan population. But if people are not 
functioning well and connecting with others, towns and cities 
are nothing more than empty shells. To bring the Powerhouse 
alive we need to involve everyone in a collaborative journey, out 
of languishing and into flourishing lives. The first step is the 
stewardship of psychologically informed environments that 
reduce feelings of threat and optimise opportunities to interact 
and cooperate. The application of Psychologically Informed 

Riverside Sunderland 
David Roberts describes a pioneering scheme in  
the city

How does a city in the North of 
England prosper in the 21st cen-
tury? What could this mean for 

the place and its people? And what should 
urban regeneration practitioners bring 
to city leaders committed to addressing 
these questions? 

In this article I shall use the example 
of an ambitious project in the North East 
to illustrate how one such city is working 
with a team of expert practitioners and 
local actors to face the issues that chal-
lenge its future. Riverside Sunderland 
is a project gestated over the last few 
years by Sunderland City Council and its 
advisors. Its vision was published in 2019 
by Siglion, a wholly-owned City Council 
development vehicle. Development 
management has been provided by igloo 
Regeneration, with the support of a full 
design and planning team.

1
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THE CHALLEnGE
Whilst Sunderland has made great economic progress in the 
past 20-30 years, the city centre has been left behind: the retail 
and leisure offer is disappointing and the residential popula-
tion is at an unsustainably low level. 

Yet over the last few years, local organisations and individu-
als, passionate about their city, have made things happen. 
Partnerships have been formed, venues have opened, support 
programmes have been implemented, and lives are being 
changed. The Council has been part of some of these and is now 
leading on a grand scale by bringing forward Riverside Sunder-
land, combining public sector knowledge, land and funding, 
with private sector skills, innovation and investment. It will: • regenerate, restore and repurpose a large tract of degraded 
former industrial land on the north side of the city centre• act as the catalyst for further renewal in the wider city centre• strengthen the inner urban area, including connections 
between the University of Sunderland’s campuses, and links to 
the coast and other communities.

THE RESpOnSE
The Council and igloo set out the key shared principles for 
Riverside Sunderland in October 2019. 

‘The partners expressed a shared, overarching goal to make 
Riverside Sunderland stand out internationally for its approach 
to environmental considerations, social impact, innovation, 
design quality and place making as there is consensus that 
this development needs to stand head and shoulders above 
anything that has been achieved to date in the region, in order 
to deliver the regeneration impact that the city needs. However, 
this must be done in a way that acknowledges and nurtures the 
substantial existing assets in the city, not least its people, and 
that the communities, businesses and institutions of the city 
need to feel an integral part of this journey.’

This statement emerges from the partners’ initial co-
creation processes that are being employed throughout. The 
Council’s strong leadership, the prioritising of its resources to 
support this key strategic project, and its recognition of the 
value of design are already bearing fruit, with the planning 
authority giving approval for the 132-home Vaux neighbour-
hood, which will also be the site of a housing expo. 

THE MASTERpLAn
The 33ha site on both sides of the River 
Wear will be well advanced by 2030, and 
fully developed by 2040 to become the 
first carbon-neutral quarter in the UK. Of 
significant social heritage value, it has lain 
unused for two decades. The project will 
create 1,000 homes and 1m sq ft of offices 
and workspace for 8,000-10,000 high 
quality jobs. The Council is determined 
that the site’s remarkable setting and 
its rich cultural heritage be reflected in 
outstanding urban design, architecture, 
landscaping, smart city infrastructure and 
a sustainable development model.

Decision-makers are demonstrating 
a willingness to innovate, learn from best 
practice and challenge market norms. In a 
region with a reputation for being averse 
to outsider interventions, it is striking that 
Riverside Sunderland is pointedly looking 
at best practice from elsewhere, including 
beyond the UK. The Finnish Housing Fair 
and Malmo’s BO01 are key reference points 
whose principles are now integrated into 
the Council’s programme for delivering its 
City Plan. This is manifest in the Sunder-
land Festival of Future Living Expo. In long 
debates expertly steered by Sunderland’s 
lead officers, immense care was taken to 
explain innovations such as modern meth-
ods of construction (MMC), air source 
heat pumps  (ASHP), Built for Life Homes 
(BfLH), etc. and allay concerns, always 
returning to the project’s purpose – i.e. 
‘why we are doing this’. 

CiTY HALL AnD nEw OFFiCES 
DEVELOpMEnT
City Hall is the first of the next three 
buildings to take shape on the site which 
will become a workplace for 2,000 people, 

1 The largest 
neighbourhood in 
Riverside Sunderland, 
will be linked to the city 
centre by a new, high-
level bridge
2 Farringdon Row: 
homes overlooking 
Galley’s Gill, with 
access to Riverside 
Park
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3 New housing on 
Wearside Edge

including Sunderland City Council.  Two further buildings will 
be speculative offices funded by Legal & General’s £100m invest-
ment with the aim of attracting more high-value jobs to the city 
centre. Alongside these, St Mary’s Boulevard will be upgraded to 
create a green boulevard, including a new square and open spaces 
to encourage people to move freely between Vaux and the heart of 
the city. The redesigned street will reduce traffic speeds to create 
a safer and more attractive environment for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

FiRST pHASE HOUSinG AnD SMART EnERGY GRiD
The delivery of new housing will create a new market in Sun-
derland, demonstrating the positive characteristics of the place 
and restoring the confidence of investors, developers and a resi-
dential community. As the crucial first step, Vaux must quickly 
establish the essential character and quality of the area as a place 
to live. It will act as a shop window for Riverside Sunderland and 
stimulate demand across the neighbourhood.

The employment of two architectural practices, one national 
and one local, to collaborate in the scheme helps to provide a vari-
ation of approach and style, whilst integrating local knowledge 
and broader experience. The plans have been informed by a com-
munity engagement process, Imagining Riverside Sunderland, 
which contributed to a picture of housing demand in Riverside 
Sunderland. Popular features include:• houses and maisonettes with their own front door • small private gardens and courtyards• access to outdoor amenity spaces where children can play 
safely and residents can exercise, garden and connect with nature• homes that can adapt to changing needs and family 
circumstances• community facilities such as spaces for social gatherings, 
gardening and secure storage facilities• embedded smart technology in every home.

Guided by these principles, three house types based on local and 
regional precedents have been designed specifically for the site’s 
escarpment edge, where they will provide a strong and distinctive 
silhouette and make the most of riverside and green space views. 
The design team has provided 18 different variations across 
the 132 homes, adding to the uniqueness of the scheme and 
enabling a mixed community to grow, with adaptable typologies 
enabling long-term home-making. The mix includes maisonettes, 
apartments and town houses with small commercial spaces. The 
landscape provides squares, viewing platforms, resting spaces, 
informal play areas, private gardens and allotment space. Most of 
the car parking has been moved out of the development to a new 
multi-storey car park. 

 The Vaux site will create a smart energy network co-financed 
by ERDF combining on-site renewable energy generation, battery 
storage and demand-side management, showcasing the role 
of emerging zero-carbon technologies. This should accelerate 

demand and adoption, and empower 
future occupiers to take control and man-
age their energy use.

HiGH-LEVEL BRiDGE AnD RiVERSiDE 
pARk 
The Riverside site is divided by the 
River Wear and by the 30m separation 
between its plateau and the river level. The 
proposed High-Level Bridge will span the 
river to provide a strategic link – a new 
route for residents, workers, shoppers and 
users of the nearby stadium and University 
campus – and also assist in the delivery of 
the University’s One Campus approach.

The rewilding of Riverside Park is part 
of the first phase of igloo’s housing propos-
als. With the help of local environmental 
charity, CEED, it hopes to bring Riverside 
Park to its full potential, working with the 
community to make a new urban greens-
pace in the heart of the city.

THE SUnDERLAnD FESTiVAL OF 
FUTURE LiVinG 
This expo will promote advanced, low-
carbon and smart homes that enhance 
nature and promote well-being and com-
munity. Conceived to celebrate the new 
homes developed for 21st century living 
in Sunderland and based on the model of 
the Finnish Housing Fair, the aim of the 
Festival is to engage residents in the region 
in new approaches to urban, low-carbon 
living. It will help people to understand 
and celebrate this vision for the future of 
Sunderland.

Up to 27 show homes will be open to 
visitors. Each will provide a unique envi-
ronment exploring future living including 
smart home technology, the latest trends 
in interior design, home-working systems, 
micro agriculture and mobility. 

ADDRESSinG THE CHALLEnGES wiTH 
pURpOSE
Sunderland City Council has worked with 
its advisors to define a purpose for its 
Riverside Sunderland development and 
deliver regeneration impact to the city 
centre; it will achieve this only by nurtur-
ing the substantial physical and human 
assets that are already there. Put simply, 
the needs of the people must be central to 
the development; it must serve them better 
than anywhere else. 

It is this focus – that Riverside Sunder-
land must stand above anything that has 
been achieved to-date in the region – that 
is driving both the partners and the team 
to innovate across the complex challenges 
of delivering zero-carbon living, social 
impact, design quality and place-making. 
Their approach is not just key to saving this 
city’s heart, but should also signpost what 
makes a great place for people in all cities 
in the 2020s. •

David Roberts, Development Director, igloo 
Regeneration
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All images for this 
article are the author's 
and show young 
people from the 
PLACED Academy 
engaged in design 
workshops

P LACED, an organisation based in Liverpool operating 
primarily across the North West of England, delivers 
creative education and engagement programmes that 

help to diversify the voices involved in shaping the built environ-
ment. At PLACED, we firmly believe that all individuals, whether 
trained or not, are experts in the built environment and that 
we can only create better places by bringing communities and 
professionals together to have conversations and explore ideas. 

For this article, we wanted to explore young people’s ideas 
and experiences through their eyes. We invited a group of nine 
young people to join a conversation about whether they feel that 
places were designed with them in mind, the issues they face in 
accessing their towns and cities, and how they would like to be 
better involved. 

The animated discussion ranged from politics to racism, 
safety to self-worth. Underpinning it all was a strong feeling that 
young people should be more actively involved in the design of 
towns and cities from a young age, and that schools and those 
delivering projects had a key role to play in this. The benefits of 
doing so were considered substantial, not just in terms of more 
successful designs, but in creating empowered, proactive young 
citizens who believe that their views matter. 

The following excerpts provide an insight into the experi-
ences, views and ideas of the group. 

BEinG COnSiDERED
There is a subconscious neglect of the needs of young people. 
Whilst designers may have acted with good intent to try to 
accommodate them, the majority have done little or no consulta-
tion. Those involved in designing places are more able to directly 

relate to the needs of young children and 
families than those of teenagers. The 
group highlighted that some time has 
passed since those making decisions 
about places were teenagers themselves, 
and as a result were disconnected from 
the needs of young people today. Their 
key message was: ‘Don’t assume. Ask us’. 

Tyler:  ‘Young people are an 
afterthought.’

Chloe:  ‘Every person in every society 
has different opinions and 
different needs. But as a young 
person, I don’t feel listened to. 

Ethan:  ‘The people designing these 
spaces tend to not have us in 
mind. They haven’t been a young 
person in a long time.’

SpACE FOR ALL
Town centres are focused on meeting 
the needs of those with money to spend, 
and as a result many young people feel 
excluded. People of all ages consistently 
express the view that if you do not have 
money to spend, town centres and high 
streets are not available to you. The 
removal of places to sit in public spaces 
and the closure of buildings such as 

never too Early to Start
Jo Harrop asks young people to voice their opinions on the 
built environment
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libraries, exacerbates this, leading to loneliness, exclusion and 
barriers to opportunities for large parts of society. 

Emma:  ‘Town centres and shops are more for people who 
regularly earn money, rather than teenagers. We can’t 
earn money either because we can’t get jobs, or we’re in 
school. There’s no way for us to contribute to our high 
street.’

Lilia:  ‘It’s complex. We want businesses to be more afford-
able, but they need to survive.’

Hannah:  ‘We need space that’s free for all, doesn’t exclude any-
one and gives everyone the same opportunities.’

VARiETY OF SpACES
Access to a limited number of spaces such as parks or museums 
is not a solution. They do not always feel welcoming or acces-
sible to those who already feel negatively judged by society. A 
more diverse, multifaceted approach is necessary. A greater 
range of spaces are required if young people, and indeed others 
without the means to access paid-for services, are not to have 
their opportunities narrowed. 

Ethan:  ‘Not every kid wants to sit around in a park all day. 
We need places where we can learn that cater for us, 
like museum and zoos. But they’re overwhelmingly 
designed for adults or young kids... I want a library 
where I can go to hang out, maybe with a workshop.’

Chloe:  ‘I love museums. But as a teenager, I’d be petrified to go 
to a museum. I’d be the outsider if I walked around on 
my own trying to enjoy the exhibits.’

Hannah:   ‘Where I went on holiday was quite a poor area, but 
they had a lovely youth centre. Places that are richer 
don’t see providing for young people as a necessity.’ 

TRAnSpORT 
The group spoke about the very real chal-
lenge of being able to access other areas, 
due to the cost of travel. Some benefited 
from discounts, but this was far from a 
comprehensive approach. Being unable 
to access affordable transport was seen 
to reduce opportunity, increase isolation 
and exacerbate economic and social 
divides. 

Chloe:   ‘Public transport is very expen-
sive. We need local areas that are 
affordable and easily accessible, 
so we don’t need to travel.’

Lilia:  ‘Before I got my free bus pass, I 
would limit how often I used the 
tram to visit my friends.’

Hannah:  ‘For those who can’t afford 
travel, support should be 
available.’ 

Emma:  ‘Supporting young people in 
education would make a more 
level playing field and give 
everyone a similar opportunity.’

nOT BELOnGinG
The sense of being awkward as a teenager 
is one that most adults can remember. 
One participant described it as being in a 
state of limbo, exasperated by not having 
places that genuinely cater to the diverse 
needs of young people. 

Chloe:  ‘We’re seen as a problem: I 
went to the park and sat on the 
swings. A woman walked past 
and told her child “We can’t 
go in there, there’s a teenager”. 
People say we shouldn’t stay in 
our bedrooms, but then want us 
off the streets.’ 

Hannah:  ‘The teenage stereotype really 
determines how people feel 
about us.’

Tyler:  ‘It’s hard because you’re not a 
child, but you’re not old enough 
to go to a bar alone or go out 
safely on the streets. It’s a little 
in-between.’
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our area. Seeing changes that 
have been made after being 
asked would make us think: That 
change was actually made. If we 
keep giving them ideas, it might 
make it better.’

Chloe:  ‘If you involve younger kids in 
workshops and work up the year 
groups, they’ll remember and say 

“We were involved in year seven. 
What differences can we see?” We 
have a Youth Parliament, but it’s 
not very representative.’ 

iMpACT 
We are aware of the benefits of engaging 
young people in discussions about their 
built environment. From creating more 
empowered citizens who know that their 
views matter, to designing spaces that 
better meet the needs of all, the benefits 
are significant. The group felt strongly 
that there would be significant benefits 
to confidence, social consciousness and 
collaboration. 

Hannah:   ‘You don’t have the answers to 
everything. It’s acceptable to have 
different views and listening to 
other people is important because 
you need to see things from other 
perspectives.’

Chloe:  ‘If we don’t talk about things 
when we’re young, we’re never 
going to want to be involved or to 
change anything.’

Samuel:  ‘Today we’ve come from different 
backgrounds and we experienced 
the same things in different ways. 
But we all have ideas on how 
we can move forward. It’s been 
good.’ •

Jo Harrop, Founder and Director, PLACED

STEREOTYpES
More concerning were the problems that some young people 
face, in particular those from minority groups. A young black 
man, Samuel feels he has to limit where he goes, and that certain 
spaces are off-limits. This is a much bigger issue that design 
alone can solve.

Samuel:  ‘I tend to just not to go to places as much as I used to. I 
always get stared at, especially if I go to the predomi-
nantly white areas or if I walk with a group of black 
people. There’s always that stigma of us doing illegal 
stuff.’

Tyler:  ‘I’ve received a lot of verbal abuse mainly from men, 
because I’m trans. There aren’t enough safe places for 
people of all genders, all sexualities, all religions.’ 

Emma:   ‘I went out in a teenage grungy look. People were like 
“Trouble’s going to happen”.’ 

SAFETY
Fundamental changes in people’s behaviour were required to 
make young people feel safer, but changes to the design of places 
would also help. As a result of feeling excluded, young people 
often find themselves occupying the corners of places, which 
have less natural surveillance, are not as well-lit and are less 
populated. 

Hannah:  ‘We need safe spaces, and maybe some of the rates of 
people getting hurt would go down.’ 

Lola:  ‘I don’t feel safe enough to go to town on my own. You 
shouldn’t feel unsafe just because you’re a woman or a 
child.’ 

Katie:  ‘I think the safety of places is really important, espe-
cially in winter, when it’s dark.’ 

Tyler:  ‘We’re in and around spaces that are supposed to be 
safe. No one considers that places like parks maybe 
aren’t for teenagers.’ 

HOw SHOULD YOUnG pEOpLE BE inVOLVED?
Schools and colleges were seen as a natural starting point for 
involving children and young people in and inspiring them about 
the built environment. They enable designers and decision-
makers to reach a broad demographic and captive audience, 
engage them over several years on local projects and inspire 
young people. 

Hannah:  ‘Probably the best way is to go into schools where the 
maximum variety of young people can join in. Some 
schools have citizenship lessons. Maybe they should 
be used to talk about buildings and current projects, 
and students could report to those in charge. It’s really 
important to bring everyone in, not just those who are 
confident speaking out.’

Katie:  ‘It needs to be done from a young age. That’s the most 
important time, when your brain is developing, you’re 
developing your goals and you’re forming opinions.’ 

Lilia:   ‘It’s that stigma of being responsible enough to be held 
accountable but disrespected because you don’t know 
enough. An official Youth Voice group led by teens who 
feel able to be spokespeople would help.’ 

FEELinG VALUED
The knowledge that someone has listened to what people have 
to say and acted upon their views can have an incredible impact 
on how they, the young in particular, feel about themselves and 
their place in society.

Katie:  ‘Too often people don’t think young people’s opin-
ions are important. We shouldn’t be left out of the 
conversation.’

Emma:  ‘It’s really important that we can make a difference in 
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centre, phase one 
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improvement works

D uring the lockdown cold spell, I watched a young woman 
dragging her buggy along the centre of a road in Hud-
dersfield. The snow-covered pavements were all but 

impassable for the pushchair’s tiny wheels and the road was the 
easier, yet arguably more dangerous option. To demonstrate 
this, a Range Rover sped past, splashing the woman and her 
child with dirty brown slush, beeping angrily as it whizzed by. 
I stopped to sympathise and learned that she was walking back 
from an unsuccessful trip to the bank. The buses weren’t run-
ning, she didn’t have a car, she didn’t have any money: the bank 
had been closed because of snow and the pandemic. She didn’t 
have a choice but to struggle home on foot. Reflecting on this, 
I started thinking about our transport systems and our street 
design and maintenance. Who benefits? The woman and her 
child or the drivers in their warm cars aggressively demanding 
that she gets out of their way? Why are we designing systems 
that favour people who are already privileged and disadvantage 
people who have to travel on foot with young children in bad 
weather? 

inFORM
A big part of the answer lies with the decision-makers, and the 
designers who work in offices and tend to be men. Their lives are 
regular and easy to measure, so traditionally, transport planning 
has been considered in relation to employment. By contrast all 

of the complex reasons that dictate how 
and why women travel every day are so 
varied and sporadic that they are dif-
ficult to quantify and plan for, and so get 
ignored. The result is that we live within a 
system that isn’t designed by or for many 
of the people who use it. 

Add to this the tendency to invest in 
big ticket projects which benefit high-
earning workers: Northern Powerhouse 
Rail (NPR), HS2 and indeed much of 
the UK’s major infrastructure spending 
focuses on huge projects. Many of these 
improve inter-city connectivity and will 
largely be used by people who travel 
longer distances for work, and who statis-
tically tend to be the type of people who 
make the decisions to invest. 

When we look at UK travel statistics, 
men dominate access to cars and are more 
likely to take the train. Women make more 
frequent but shorter trips than men. They 
are more likely to walk or use the bus and 
take children to school. Taking a more 
inclusive approach would see at least half 

influences and 
influencers 
Leah Stuart advocates a gender-balanced approach to 
transport policies to deliver urban design quality 
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of all infrastructure investment focused on the micro-journeys 
made by people with lower incomes, more caring responsibili-
ties, more than one job and more things and people to carry. But 
we’ve never done this. In the current National Infrastructure 
Strategy, compare the £5 billion investment in buses and cycles 
with the £27 billion to be invested in the strategic road network 
and the £15 billion cost of NPR. 

For this price, NPR will provide a ‘high level of connected-
ness’ for a target market of 1.3 million people from Liverpool to 
Newcastle. But what about the other 14.2 million people who live 
in the North? What about the people who don’t work, or work 
locally, or have children, or need to visit their mother every 
day? How can we make cities and transport systems fairer, more 
responsive to the people that need them, and focus on making 
successful places for everyone to enjoy?

inSpiRE
The following true story from Sweden demonstrates how apply-
ing a more socially just and inclusive perspective to the opera-
tion of a transport network had a big impact on the health and 
happiness of a whole community. 

In her book Invisible Women (2019), Caroline Criado Perez 
writes about snow clearing in the Swedish town of Karlskoga. 
Like many places across the world, including Huddersfield, the 
snow clearing schedule began with the major roads, before mov-
ing onto the less well-used roads, then finally if they got round to 
it, footpaths and bike lanes. Challenging the gender bias of this 
policy, the town decided to reverse this order of snow clearing, 
reasoning that it is harder to push a buggy through the snow 
than drive, particularly if, like everyone in Sweden, you have win-
ter tyres. What they did not expect was that it would save money. 
Hospital data showed that pedestrians were injured three times 
more often than motorists in slippery or icy conditions. With the 
snow clearing strategy reversed, there were significantly fewer 
hospital admissions associated with slips and falls, and arguably 
a happier and wealthier town. 

Plans for the Greater Manchester Bee Network seek to make 
walking and cycling attractive enough to encourage massive 
modal shift. By investing in a legible network of routes connect-
ing different communities, the Bee Network takes lessons from 
cities across the world to provide protected walking and cycling 
links, fed by a network of quieter roads. Traffic for Greater 
Manchester Infrastructure Advisor, Brian Deegan, explains that 
inclusivity is built into the design process: ‘Walking routes need 
to be useable by someone pushing a double buggy, which means 
that they are also suitable for people with mobility problems, 
physical impairments or adapted bikes. The cycle network is 
designed to be safely navigable by a competent 12-year old, 
which is a proxy for people who are less confident on a bike 
and ensures that the infrastructure will encourage people to try 
cycling as a mode of transport.’ In planning the Bee Network, 
Brian advocates a ‘don’t touch the pen’ method, whereby the first 
step is listening to stakeholders and communities and resisting 
stepping in with solutions too early. Without buy-in from the 
people who will be using the network, it won’t be successful. Key 
to this is listening to groups who don’t currently travel by active 
modes and understanding the barriers which prevent them from 
doing so. 

In the Netherlands today, 56 per cent of cycle trips are made 
by women (compared with 27 per cent in the UK). With an 
extensive network of segregated cycle ways, Dutch women, who 
are more likely than men to care for children, shop and do other 
chores, find that it is convenient and comfortable to ride their 
bikes. When their children are 12, and often younger, they can 
confidently cycle alone, meaning that their parents don’t need to 
ferry them around. 

The infrastructure that makes this possible was a reaction to 
alarm over road safety in the 1960s and 70s. There were 3,300 
road deaths across the country in 1971, of which more than 400 
were children and around 500 were cyclists. Dutch mothers 

were a key group in the fight for safer 
roads, leading the Stop de Kindermood 
(Stop Child Murder) Campaign. Its first 
president was the former MEP Maartje 
van Putten, who said ‘the streets no 
longer belonged to the people who lived 
there, but to huge traffic flows. That made 
me very angry’. Stop de Kindermood held 
demonstrations and organised street 
closures so that children could play 
safely. Eventually, this led to support from 
politicians and Dutch towns began build-
ing cycle paths, which now total 22,000 
miles. Over a quarter of all trips are now 
made by bicycle. 

Back in the UK, the 2020 National 
Travel Attitudes Survey revealed that two 
thirds of adults (more women than men) 
agree that ‘it is too dangerous for me to 
cycle on the roads’. It follows that making 
streets safer will improve women’s access 
to cycling.

The clear message is that we need to 
hear these concerns and respond more 
inclusively. But what else is driving the 
need for change? The Paris Agreement 
on Climate Action is a huge impetus. 
In response to the climate emergency, 
West Yorkshire needs to reduce private 
car trips by up to 43 per cent; Greater 
Manchester needs to remove more than 
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of smaller, local journeys are those more 
likely to be undertaken by women. So to 
get maximum impact, it is worth specifi-
cally assessing these plans and policies 
with a gender lens to make them work 
more effectively.

This is exactly how Vienna has man-
aged to reduce car travel by a third in the 
last 25 years. In the 1990s, city officials 
began to look in detail at how women 
used transport and public spaces, as part 
of a project called ‘gender mainstream-
ing’. They questioned women on how, 
why and when they travelled and found 
complex patterns and multiple concerns. 
They discovered that after the age of 9, 
girls stopped using public parks because 
boys were more assertive and tended to 
dominate the space. Using this research, 
the parks were reconfigured to provide 
more paths and landscaping. By creating a 
series of smaller pockets, they found that 
girls and boys didn’t need to compete for 
space and the girls returned to the parks. 

Vienna shows us that we need to 
gather and use gender data and we need 
more women in the conversation at all 
levels. We need to understand and remove 
barriers to entry, which will include price, 
perceptions and lived experiences of 
safety. We need to empower women to feel 
involved in their place-making process. 

The levelling up agenda is asking the 
government to take transport in the North 
seriously. It is vital that this includes 
transport for everyone and not just 
glamourous rail projects that will improve 
journey times for the relatively few people 
who choose to live in Newcastle and work 
in Manchester. 

Our call to action for cities in the 
North is to take a gender-balanced 
approach and invest fairly in the most 
democratic and resilient modes of trans-
port, starting with walking, then cycling, 
then buses, before tackling rail and car 
journeys. We need to look carefully at the 
journeys involving multiple stops: home 
to school, to work, to the shops, to school, 
to activities, to friends, to elderly rela-
tives, to home. We need to tackle the small 
journeys and complicated lives. To stay 
connected in the North and build a fairer 
and healthier society, we need to listen to 
the women pushing children along snowy 
streets as well as the men driving past in 
Range Rovers. •

Leah Stuart, Director, Civic Engineers

735,000 daily vehicle kilometres from their network, which 
would equate to around 115,000 fewer vehicles on the road. 
Compare this to big-ticket NPR, which it is estimated will take 
64,000 vehicles off the roads every day across the whole of the 
North of England. 

In Greater Manchester, we know that 49 per cent of journeys 
are less than 2km and many of these are undertaken by car; the 
road network is congested causing delay and frustration among 
drivers; communities complain about noise and air quality, and 
it’s not just complaints but a real health risk – 10 people die 
every day from pollution. There is a cost to doing nothing, which 
Manchester puts at £3.75 billion per year. By focusing attention 
on active travel for local journeys, we will contribute to climate 
targets, reduce air pollution, decrease congestion and accidents, 
and increase health and well-being. 

Investing in local walking and cycling infrastructure that 
works for real people leading real lives is therefore an essential 
part of a sustainable future. Responding to this, Greater Man-
chester’s Cycling and Walking Commissioner Chris Boardman 
plans to implement more than 30 Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 
during 2021. Trafford and Liverpool City Councils are among the 
local authorities introducing policy documents supporting the 
notion of connected neighbourhoods where everything can be 
accessed within 15-20-minutes’ walk or cycle. Leeds City Council 
has a Play Street scheme where residents can apply for tempo-
rary road closures. They have also recently introduced eight pilot 
School Streets, which ban traffic from the roads around schools, 
improving access on foot and by bike. The City of York Council's 
Housing Delivery Programme seeks to improve connections, 
promote walking and cycling, and minimise unnecessary car 
journeys. 

iGniTE
Across the North, we are seeing transport policies respond to 
the climate emergency. But, as we have seen, the huge number 

Greater Manchester needs to remove 
more than 735,000 daily vehicle 
kilometres from their network, which 
would equate to around 115,000 fewer 
vehicles on the road
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One of the major questions facing towns and cities across 
the North right now concerns what the future holds for 
their centres in a post-COVID world. What to do with 

the millions of square feet of vacant retail space, a use which for 
centuries has played a fundamental role in the form and function 
of urban centres across the country but whose physical future is 
now in crisis. The dominance of retailing as a primary function 
has been so marked that in some places the terms town centre 
and shopping centre mean the same. 

In some ways the pandemic has accelerated market shifts and 
behaviour changes, most notably what are likely to be irrevers-
ible changes to the high street retail offer but also to the ways in 
which we interact with the environment around us. Many towns 
and cities will need to react to these changes and reassess and 
redefine the role of urban centres. If people have fewer reasons 
to visit and use them – with more people working from home, 
and a reduced retail, culture and hospitality offer – how can 
terminal decline be averted? I believe that people remain at the 
heart of future centres and not just as visitors but as residents, 
and so future planning and design decisions will be much more 
focused on the wants and needs of these residents. 

A RETURn TO URBAn LiVinG
Manchester is a city that has led the way in bringing residents 
back into the core of the city and this residential component has 

been a major factor in the ongoing suc-
cess and growth of the city centre over the 
last couple of decades. Some argue that 
the genesis of Manchester’s regeneration 
story can be traced back to the 1984 City 
Centre Local Plan and its vision to facili-
tate and encourage housing development 
through conversion and new-build devel-
opments to attract people back to the cen-
tre. At the time, there were three housing 
schemes in the city centre, only one of 
which was market-facing. This amounted 
to just a few hundred residents who called 
the city centre home. Today, that number 
exceeds 70,000 and will probably exceed 
100,000 people by 2025 as thousands of 
new homes are completed, and thousands 
more are proposed each year. 

The provision of new housing however 
is only one element of a city’s strategy 
for urban population growth. Residential 
development plans need to be embedded 
within a holistic approach to place-
making. This includes consideration of 
how the supporting social and community 

planning and Designing 
for a Growing and Diverse 
Urban population
Matt Doran describes Manchester’s success in city centre 
regeneration 

1 Hulme Park and 
the backdrop of the 
skyscrapers
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infrastructure should be provided, including health and care 
facilities, notably GP surgeries, schools and nurseries, parks 
and public spaces, transport infrastructure, libraries, sport and 
leisure facilities, and other public amenities. 

In Manchester’s emerging Great Jackson Street neighbour-
hood, more than 6,000 new homes are being brought forward 
in the form of a series of elegant tall towers designed by local 
architects SimpsonHaugh. Here, collaboration between the 
local authority, health commissioners and the developer aims 
to deliver a 210-place primary school likely to have a play space 
on the roof, a GP surgery within the base of one of the towers 
and a new public park, as part of the delivery of more than 1,500 
homes across two phases. This is an efficient use of space and it 
enables additional demands for healthcare facilities – as a result 
of the uplift in population – to be accessed within the heart of 
a catchment of what will be more than 10,000 residents in the 
immediate vicinity, and the tens of thousands more within the 
wider city centre. 

However, high density living doesn’t necessarily need to 
translate into tall towers. Making use of existing assets is a 
logical first step towards bringing residents into the centre and 
increasing density. Visionaries such as Urban Splash led the way 
in cities such as Manchester and Liverpool where there were 
numerous old mills and warehouses just waiting for someone 
to convert them to residential use. High density living doesn’t 
even necessarily need to translate into apartments; there are 
several recently completed urban townhouse developments in 
and around the city centre, including Timekeepers Square and 
Valette Square in Salford, and The Roof Gardens in Hulme. 

REGEnERATiOn AnD REnEwAL
The repopulation of the city centre has been one of Manchester’s 
biggest successes, and one that goes hand-in-hand with the 
growth of new employment sectors and flourishing arts and 
culture, and tourism and hospitality. But it is not only about 
facilitating and encouraging residential development in the 

centre; it is also about how to design 
neighbourhoods at the edges of town 
centres, so that growth and vitality are 
not constrained by creating residential 
enclaves, and there is a gentle and seam-
less transition towards more suburban 
neighbourhoods. 

I live on a street that is a mere stone’s 
throw from the 200m centrepiece of 
developer Renaker’s 1,500-home cluster 
of tall towers known as Deansgate Square, 
part of the Great Jackson Street neigh-
bourhood. I’m on the other side of the 
Inner Ring Road in Hulme, on the edge 
of the city centre. Whilst it now feels as 
though Hulme could be slightly higher 
density, given the significant population 
growth over the last 25 years which has 
pushed the city centre outwards, and the 
neighbourhood could have a more active 
street scene and evening economy, it 
remains an incredibly successful part of 
Manchester’s regeneration story. 

Hulme underwent two periods of 
massive urban redevelopment in the 20th 
century: first with the large-scale clear-
ance of pre-war terraced housing which 
was replaced in the early 1970s by gigan-
tic crescent-shaped social housing blocks 
and associated precincts, and walkways 
in the sky designed by the architectural 
partnership of Hugh Wilson and J Lewis 
Womersley. In the 1990s, the crescents 
were cleared to make way for a more 
considered model of urban neighbour-
hood regeneration. It was here in the mid-
1990s that the Council really cut its teeth 
in terms of regeneration and Hulme is still 
held up today as an exemplar of strategic 
planning and cross-sector, multi-agency 
partnership working. 

Designed around a large public park 
– the first in 50 years when it opened in 
2001 – my neighbourhood is an incred-
ibly walkable place, comprising a mixed 
typology of 3-7 storey apartment blocks 
with ground floor amenities including a 
GP surgery, pharmacy, retail, leisure and 
other community uses, along with more 
traditional forms of family housing, laid 
out along an intuitively navigable and 
legible street network. There is a primary 
school, a youth centre, a young people’s 
arts centre, a public services hub and 
even a university campus, which blends 
seamlessly into the wider neighbourhood 
with high quality landscaping and public 
spaces. It is also remarkably affordable 
given its proximity to the city centre.

URBAn EVOLUTiOn
The 21st century model of Manchester’s 
neighbourhood evolution is Ancoats, 
once known as the world’s first industrial 
suburb. Since 2015 a significant quantum 
of mainly residential development has 
seen this former industrial and massively 
under-utilised part of the city become 
a thriving and highly desirable city 
centre neighbourhood. The seemingly 
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centre, Victoria North will be an exemplar 
of equitable development, catering for the 
needs of different generations, as part of 
an approach to intergenerational inclu-
sion and to support people to age in place. 

Slightly further north, the North 
Manchester General Hospital site is set 
to undergo a radical transformation. The 
redevelopment plans for the 27ha site 
include an ambition to design a healthy 
neighbourhood that encourages social 
inclusion, community spirit and healthy 
ageing. Local architecture practice 
Pozzoni is leading on a masterplan that 
seeks to integrate age-friendly housing 
and public spaces with the wider health 
and care development, playing its part 
to help tackle the fight against health 
inequalities with a focus on healthy urban 
ageing.•

Matthew Doran, delivering major residential 
growth programmes with Manchester City 
Council

rapid transformation of Ancoats is the result of two decades of 
stakeholder collaboration, development frameworks, market 
setbacks, bold investments and strong urban visioning. 

The development in Ancoats has been designed to a high 
density without any overly tall buildings, and has stayed true to 
its historic grid street pattern. The neighbourhood oozes char-
acter through a mixture of converted mills, mid-rise apartment 
blocks, contemporary townhouses, historic terraces and Man-
chester’s first municipal housing development the grade II-listed 
Victoria Square. The new buildings provide a generous amount 
of ground floor commercial spaces which, using flexible leasing 
strategies, have been tenanted by a range of fresh and adventur-
ous independent food and beverage operators, with many spill-
ing out onto the public focal point of the neighbourhood, Cutting 
Room Square. This square is also home to Ancoats’ prized 
cultural institution, the Halle Orchestra, which resides in a grade 
II-listed church building and the more contemporary Oglesby 
Centre, a striking extension designed by Stephenson Studio. 

A softer landscape forms the centrepiece of the nearby and 
nearly complete New Islington neighbourhood. Here, Cot-
tonfield Marina provides a calming natural environment for the 
thousands of new residents (including boatpeople) and visitors. 
But what sets Ancoats and New Islington apart from some of 
the developments within the immediate city centre is the scale 
at which they have been planned and designed. Ancoats has 
managed to balance a strong daytime and evening economy: 
jobs, culture and all-round vibrancy alongside the provision 
of necessary social and community infrastructure, such as a 
primary school, a medical centre, public open spaces and public 
transport infrastructure. 

nEiGHBOURHOODS OF CHOiCE
In 2016, Manchester City Council published Manchester 
Residential Quality Guidance, which aims to provide clear 
direction on the development, construction and management of 
new homes in the city. In developing the guide, a sounding board 
was established to reflect a broad range of views and provide the 
necessary challenge, advice and support. The group comprised 
a mix of architects, developers, academics, construction 
contractors and elected officials, and was supported by a 
stakeholders’ panel providing expertise in planning, urban 
design and landscape, place-making and architecture. Following 
extensive research and stakeholder engagement, the resulting 
document is now used as a key component of the local planning 
policy framework. 

The document seeks to ensure that Manchester fulfils its 
ambition to become a city offering neighbourhoods of choice, 
each with their own sense of character and identity, and ulti-
mately to be a great place to live. It is about much more than 
quality building design: ‘it is about how new homes combine to 
create places, about how they relate with one another and con-
tribute towards creating a new neighbourhood or adding to an 
existing one’. In effect, it is about asking ourselves the fundamen-
tal question: will it be a great place to live? Whilst urban living 
and all that it has to offer remains most attractive to the younger 
population, including graduates and young professionals who 
make up a large part of the talent base that bring jobs and invest-
ment to the city, a maturation is taking place in urban living in 
Manchester. The residential offer has to be balanced in order to 
meet the needs of a more diverse demographic, including homes 
that are age-inclusive and neighbourhoods that support ageing 
in place. 

As the UK’s first Age-Friendly City, Manchester is committed 
to promoting age equality and age-friendly neighbourhoods. 
Over the last couple of years, I have worked closely with the 
Manchester Urban Ageing Research Group at the University of 
Manchester, and the Manchester School of Architecture as part 
of an approach to developing age-friendly communities in the 
Victoria North regeneration project. With ambitions to deliver 
over 15,000 new homes on the north-eastern edge of the city 

The residential offer has to be balanced in 
order to meet the needs of a more diverse 
demographic, including homes that are 
age-inclusive and neighbourhoods that 
support ageing in place 
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One of Yorkshire’s greatest charms lies in the ways 
that innovative locals are driving the regeneration of 
once derelict urban areas. With a population as big as 

Scotland's and in an area half the size of Belgium, Yorkshire is 
almost a country in itself. Leeds, the county’s corporate centre 
is one of the largest cities in the country. Elsewhere, we have the 
former steel-producing Sheffield, medieval York, and the port of 
Kingston-upon-Hull. Generalising, you have the old industrial 
areas of South Yorkshire, rural North Yorkshire, the hills, ports, 
harbours and coasts of East Yorkshire, and the significantly 
more wealthy upland area of West Yorkshire. This article shines 
a spotlight on some examples to give this flavour, provide inter-
esting insights and enthuse greater investigation. 

An ECOnOMY in TRAnSiTiOn
Yorkshire entered the Industrial Revolu-
tion as a centre of textile manufacturing 
in towns where rivers provided both 
waterpower and a means of transport. 
During the 19th century railways encour-
aged the expansion of coal mining in the 
south of the county and the development 
of the iron, steel and engineering indus-
tries. While traditional industry declined 
during the late 20th century, service 
activities, logistics and newer industries, 
including engineering, began to take their 
place. Tourism is now a growth industry 
and many places rich in industrial herit-
age are attracting visitors. The decline of 
heavy industry has left a legacy of brown-
field sites, abandoned buildings, factories 
and collieries ripe for reinvention. 

Whilst manufacturing still represents 
15 per cent of the Yorkshire and Humber 
economy, infrastructure, skills, collabora-
tion and enterprise are key to unlocking 
future growth in more diverse sectors. 
Examples of partnership working to 
overcome these challenges, delivering 
regeneration and economic growth can 
be found across the county. The Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been 
instrumental in shaping the agenda work-
ing with the government, local authori-
ties, businesses, educational institutions, 
and administering devolved funding. At 
a local level, councils have worked imagi-
natively with the LEPs, the private sector, 
stakeholders and local communities to 
facilitate projects, and shape and deliver 
positive change.

EXAMpLES OF YORkSHiRE’S 
REnAiSSAnCE
Apart from Leeds, the return to urban 
living was sluggish, only now beginning 
to mature in the larger cities and just 
emerging in the county’s towns. The 
changing nature of retailing, alongside 
challenges to the viability of office 
development outside the largest cities 
has hampered the regeneration of urban 
centres. Some great examples of urban 
renaissance and heritage-led renewal are 
however taking place. 

In the early 1990s, Sheffield city 
centre was badly affected by the opening 
of Meadowhall, the out-of-town regional 
shopping centre built on a former 
steelworks, resulting in retail and footfall 

Yorkshire: Redefining 
post-industrial Areas 
Jordan Butler and Andrew Clarke present an enthusiastic 
panorama of their native county’s transformation

1 Now Then Then Now 
mural on Sheffield’s 
Howard Street by Rob 
Lee. The artist included 
part of St Paul’s Tower 
so that when stood 
in the right position, 
the mural blends with 
the tower behind. 
Photograph by Gary 
Butterfield 
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decline. The council’s subsequent interventions provide lessons 
to places experiencing similar issues. 

This began with the Sheffield First Plan and a masterplan 
for the city centre, part of the Heart of the City project led by 
Sheffield One Urban Regeneration Company set up in 2000. It 
facilitated a series of transformational projects focused on the 
improvement and creation of high quality public spaces and 
routes from the station to the city centre, as well as investment 
in new and improved civic and cultural venues, with heritage 
always at the forefront of thinking. Sheffield has been successful 
in using this approach to help lever in private investment. This 
has included a growing city centre residential market, which has 
evolved from student accommodation to rented apartment-led 
developments, now maturing into family housing proposals. 

The approach of bringing the outdoor city into the city is 
continuing. The council have started transforming redundant 
road space into areas of greenery and SuDS, through the Grey to 
Green project. They are delivering an ambitious plan to improve 
air quality and public spaces in the city centre, and aiming to 
deliver a new benchmark in the quality of walking and cycling 
infrastructure through the Connecting Sheffield programme.

The Heart of the City project has achieved many of its aims. 
Building on the success of the original project, the current 1.5 
million sq ft development will transform a key area of the city 
centre into a dynamic mixed use district, including premium 
retail brands, grade A offices, restaurants and bars, entertain-
ment venues, urban living, boutique hotels and attractive public 
spaces. It demonstrates that retail still has a role but cannot exist 
in a vacuum like it once did. 

In Sheffield’s Kelham Island, the historic remnants of a 
former industrial area have been repurposed alongside the rede-
velopment of vacant land and buildings, and transformed into 
an exciting and distinctive mixed use quarter. The remains of 
numerous factories and workshops that give the area its distinct 
charm house everything from indie shopping arcades to micro-
breweries and galleries. Similarly, Capital and Centric have plans 
to create a 15-acre Mesters’ Village in Sheffield’s Devonshire 
Quarter, with over 2,500 homes, maker spaces, cafés, bars, delis 
and a school, whilst restoring the grade II listed former Eyewit-
ness and Ceylon Cutlery Works. 

Yorkshire is at the forefront of contemporary urban living 
and innovative home design. Ilke, the manufacturers of sustain-
able modular homes, has its main prefabrication factory here 
with the capacity to build 2,000 homes a year, producing a home 
from start to finish in seven days and with six homes coming 
off the production line a day. Sky-House developments have 
a contemporary take on back-to-back homes, with successful 
developments taking place on the former Waverley colliery site 
and the Oughtibridge paper mill land. Kelham also includes 
innovative zero-carbon homes by Citu which feature high-spec 
finishes, timber framed construction, super-insulated building 
fabric, heat recovery systems, solar panels and green roofs. 

Citu is also building in the Leeds Climate Innovation District 
(CID) which sets new high standards for holistic zero-carbon 
building. The designs were developed in collaboration with 
Swedish Architects White Arkitekter, drawing on Scandinavian 
precedents to create a more sustainable place to live and a new 
model for UK cities. Green spaces and a car-free landscape with 
undercroft parking will encourage walking, cycling and outside 
play in a mixed use community with local amenities and environ-
mentally friendly homes and buildings.

Leeds’ Kirkstall Forge has been of industrial importance 
since the 12th century and was the longest continually used 
industrial site in the UK. Its redevelopment is a good example of 
the reuse of brownfield land aligned with transport infrastruc-
ture. A new railway station makes it a highly desirable location 
for high density transit-orientated development, designed with 
sustainable and active travel as a key principle. The possibility of 
cycling and walking along the canal is a strong asset.

Another exciting development in the county, York Central is 

being brought forward by a collaborative 
partnership between Homes England, 
Network Rail, City of York Council and the 
National Railway Museum. A project of 
huge ambition, it involves transforming 
underused properties close to the city 
centre in an island of brownfield, land 
surrounded by railway infrastructure, 
into vibrant and distinctive residential 
neighbourhoods, cultural spaces, parks 
and a high-quality commercial quarter. 
The development should power York’s 
economy into the future.

FURTHER EXAMpLES
In large towns such as Rotherham, 
Doncaster, and Pontefract, local councils 
and communities are developing visions 
for centres affected by retail contraction. 
An improved public realm and liveability, 
regenerating brownfield sites and diver-
sifying the offer are seen as key to their 
future success. 

In Doncaster, exciting developments 
have taken place recently and the fortunes 
of the town are moving in a positive 
direction. In partnership with the private 
sector, Doncaster Council has led the 
transformation of the mining town into a 
diversified economy, through major pro-
jects such as the international Doncaster 
Sheffield Airport, the Inland Port, Unity 
and Yorkshire Wildlife Park, and record 
levels of home building reflecting Don-
caster’s increasing desirability as a good 
place to live. Many former collieries are 

2 Kelham Island, 
Sheffield, where the 
historic remnants of a 
former industrial area 
have been repurposed 
into a distinctive 
mixed use quarter. 
Photograph by CODA 
Architecture
3 Brodsworth, former 
collieries across 
South Yorkshire are 
being reimagined for 
homes and valuable 
community parklands. 
Photograph by Jordan 
Butler
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Danum Gallery, Library and Museum 

will be a dynamic central hub that 
inspires creativity, informal learning 
and innovation. It features the retention 
of an old Girls School as an artefact 
enclosed in the museum’s new building 
envelope. Likewise, a key listed building 
in Doncaster’s renowned market has been 
transformed into a modern food hall 
and entertainment destination, and the 
railway station modernised and restored. 
Regeneration projects continue and 
investment is flowing into Doncaster’s 
town centre. The 2016 masterplan is 
being updated to reflect ongoing changes, 
funding opportunities and potential new 
major developments.

FOCUS On ROTHERHAM
Rotherham’s regeneration journey started 
with the 2000 Renaissance Master-
plan. As in Barnsley’s case, ambitious 
large-scale public sector-led schemes 
and spending were commonplace. 
Rotherham’s bold ideas were only partly 
implemented. Some great projects were 
delivered but ultimately fell short of the 
vision. The retail function of the town 
centre, in the face of extreme commercial 
pressures from neighbouring Meadowhall 
and Parkgate shopping centres, never 
recovered and neither did the residential 
market.

After winning the High Street Renewal 
Award under the Portas Pilot scheme, the 
town centre continued to struggle: Marks 
and Spencer’s and Primark’s relocation 
away from the centre confirmed that 
despite significant council support, major 
retailing couldn’t be sustained as it once 
had. The need for diversification and a 
renewed focus on ambitious but deliver-
able projects was clear. Commissioned 
in 2017, a new Town Centre Masterplan 
confirmed a key projects list and gave 
Rotherham a new focus. Strong organisa-
tional support and leadership has helped 
to drive the key projects forward.

Muse were appointed as preferred 
developer of the flagship Forge Island 
project. After two years of planning and 
enabling infrastructure investment, a 
cinema operator signed up to the scheme 
and planning permission was secured in 
late 2020, in the midst of the pandemic. 
Rotherham’s tram-train also improves 
the connectivity of the town centre. Other 
projects, including an enhanced transport 
interchange and a new university centre, 
contribute to sustaining but not improv-
ing the position. Residential projects 
are starting on council owned-land, but 
overall progress feels slow.

The government’s financial support 
has started to re-energise delivery away 
from Forge Island, adding to further 
investment from the council and city 
region. Based on existing and new plans, 
Rotherham is well placed to bid for the 
Future High Street Fund (FHSF) and 

being redefined as residential and business communities, with 
spoil heaps transformed into community parks and woodlands. 

Over the past five years Doncaster Council has led the 
effort to diversify the town centre offer and improve it through 
regeneration and place-management activities. The Urban 
Centre Masterplan (2016) has been instrumental in shaping 
commercialisation projects and securing funding to help deliver 
significant investment in new public realm and transport 
improvements, and community, education, retail and leisure 
facilities. This has been complemented by the delivery of around 
900 new homes in the town centre. The Civic and Cultural 
Quarter is a large mixed use area transformed through public 
sector-led investments, including the Council taking the role 
of a commercial developer and landlord. Low borrowing and 
reduced annual returns, offset by increasing employment and 
business rate receipts, helped the viability of projects that the 
private market would not deliver. This required a clear vision, a 
stable local political context and strong leadership from a united 
forward-thinking executive team and Mayor. 

The Levelling Up Fund will help further 
town centre regeneration and infrastructure 
projects, plus potential council-backed 
residential developments

4 Doncaster Railway 
Station has been 
refurbished and the 
car park in front of it 
reimagined as a high 
quality gateway space. 
Photograph by Ben 
Harrison photography
5 Doncaster’s new 
Civic and Cultural 
Quarter is the focus 
for major investment 
in the town’s cultural 
offer and quality public 
space for a programme 
of events. Photograph 
by Ben Harrison 
photography 
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6 Doncaster Town 
Centre’s 2016 
Masterplan provides 
a flexible framework 
and focus for the 
implementation of 
projects and funding 
bids. Image by David 
Lock Associates

re-scoped retail footprint are needed to 
drive change.

As proud Yorkshiremen, it is inspiring to 
see the changes taking place across the 
county and a privilege to be part of shap-
ing that change. Yorkshire is at an excit-
ing crossroads, but much is still needed 
to tackle the legacy of industrial decline. 
The levelling up agenda represents an 
opportunity to further capitalise on York-
shire’s unique assets and help to address 
economic and environmental challenges, 
but will require a significant, sustained 
and well-funded effort for many years to 
come. For those who are passionate and 
empowered to improve the lives of com-
munities, whilst being interested in the 
protection of our long and rich history, 
Yorkshire offers a varied and exciting 
place to live and work.•

Jordan Butler, Principal Planner and Urban 
Designer, Doncaster Council 
Andrew Clarke, Director of Urban Design, 
Tetra Tech

the Town Deal. Other projects secured multi-million pound 
investments through the FHSF: the Markets, the relocation and 
expansion of charity Grimm & Co, public realm works and the 
completion of the Riverside gardens. 

The Town Deal brings further activity and the Town 
Investment Plan includes an ambitious portfolio of key town 
centre projects alongside regeneration proposals for adjacent 
struggling residential and commercial areas, and new transport 
investment. Accelerated funding has already allowed the pur-
chase, demolition and redevelopment of a redundant Primark 
building.

The Levelling Up Fund will help further town centre regener-
ation and infrastructure projects, plus potential council-backed 
residential developments. Taken together, the FHSF, Town Deal 
and Levelling Up Fund bring the opportunity to finally secure 
the structural and qualitative change that has been needed in 
Rotherham for over two decades. The role of urban design at 
the centre of these initiatives has been exciting. Rotherham 
and Doncaster’s journeys are gathering momentum and over 
the coming years further visible and transformational change 
could be delivered with urban design, masterplanning and place-
making integral parts of the programmes. This level of public 
funding, which can leverage even more private investment, will 
not come around again for many years. Maximising the benefits 
and impact will be vital.

GRASSROOTS ACTiOn
At a more local level, communities are demonstrating the power 
of grassroots action to address challenges. Bishopthorpe Road in 
York provides an inspiring example of how local businesses and 
their surrounding communities can turn around the fortunes of 
high streets. Similarly the Hebden Bridge community initiatives 
show how an empowered, well-organised and active community 
can ensure that their high streets remain resilient despite the 
devastation caused by recent floods. 

LESSOnS FROM THE YORkSHiRE EXpERiEnCE
This summary represents a complex and often exhausting period 
of activity, with numerous successes and setbacks. Yorkshire’s 
DNA is similar to that of other former industrial towns. Beyond 
the core cities and the historic county towns, the challenge is 
huge. Some of the lessons learned are:• Place leadership, sustained and coordinated over the long 
term, is vital. A simple and clear masterplan with a strong visual 
language focuses attention on the changes that we are trying to 
make.• Thrift: knowing what to spend and how to support and 
encourage investment, especially from local developers, gaining 
public support.• Supporting the key project that could change everything and 
attracting private partners and investment. Accepting the risks 
incumbent to enable private sector investment in an embryonic 
market context.• Making the most of new funding envelopes and working out 
how to win bids. Being bold enough to sell the vision but brave 
enough to explain how awful certain areas are and why we need 
the cash.• Engaging local politicians and MPs to gain executive support 
within councils for programmes of activity, capital and the use of 
assets, and being willing to invest in land where others will not.• Building long-term relationships with trusted advisors and 
partners including urban design consultants who can commit to 
towns. • The capacity to move from bidding and winning funding, to a 
potentially huge amount of project delivery on the ground. • Resilience and commitment to the cause.• Keeping the faith: money being spent in towns, just not in 
town centres. When new uses are introduced and the environ-
ment enhanced, evidence from other towns shows that activity 
can return. Residential and experience-based activities and a 
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1 Leeds 15-minute 
Accessibility Analysis
2 Bradford 15-minute 
Accessibility Analysis

T he massive shifts accelerated by the pandemic, disrupting 
the retail, office and leisure sectors, offer an opportunity 
to define a radical new approach to creating more 

inclusive and thriving communities. Existing buildings can be 
repurposed as multifaceted propositions serving diverse people; 
we can curate places in innovative ways to offer communities a 
more enriched living, learning and working experience. When 
the built environment enables individuals to be socially con-
nected, economically included and part of a bigger community, 
when it offers them a space, a role, an opportunity and support, 
then motivation, purpose and possibility follow. Of course, suc-
cess has a momentum all of its own. 

The PwC Retail Outlook 2020 Report cites 2,868 store 
closures and the first half of 2019 saw a record 1,234 stores dis-
appear from Britain’s top 500 high streets. Places like Bradford, 
Dewsbury and Huddersfield have seen this pattern long before 
COVID-19. Currently, Dewsbury town centre has over 387,000 sq 
ft of vacant space, yet boasts magnificent Victorian architecture 
that could serve its renaissance.

DEwSBURY TOwn CEnTRE
As retail centres are becoming redundant, 
offices and university campuses hollow-
ing out, more and more people realise 
that they can enjoy life in suburban 
areas and work less in city centres, cities 
are increasingly awash with underused 
assets. In this context, city councils could 
miss an opportunity to respond and rein-
force nuances and activities within the 
community. As the lines between employ-
ment, unemployment, self-employment, 
entrepreneurship and life-long learning 
become more blurred, we see the rise of 
the gig economy, home-based e-com-
merce, redundancy-led entrepreneurship 
and university inspired spin-offs. 

Communities themselves are often 
siloed physically, financially, socially and 
emotionally. Pockets of systemic poverty, 
marginalisation and disadvantage leave 
communities failing to progress, resulting 
in generations of families left behind and 
exacerbating the tragic cycle of exclusion 
and disadvantage. 

Many people in disadvantaged com-
munities are either unaware of the range 
of opportunities potentially available 
to them, or feel overwhelmed by the 
cacophony of information deluging them. 
Even when they are aware, several factors 
construe to undermine their ability to 
take the first steps on the journey towards 
personal development. Individuals’ 
motivations and decisions in pursuing an 
education, getting fit or training in new 
skills, are predicated on whether they 
think about that first step and decide 
to take action. Having initiated a self-
improvement journey, the level of support 
around them crucially affects their 
ability to sustain such positive action. A 
key consideration is ensuring that the 
opportunities for uplifting engagement 
are interspersed within the built environ-
ment and in ways that enable incidental 
encounters. Being able to access essential 
facilities within a comfortable walking 
distance helps to facilitate incidental 
interaction and exposure to opportunity. 
For example Leeds achieves a high level 
of accessibility but Bradford has very few 
areas where this is achievable.

In terms of economic inclusion, the 
government aims to increase employ-
ability and encourage entrepreneurship. 

Driving Diversity and 
Entrepreneurship 
Amir Hussain emphasises the importance of nurturing 
flourishing communities through the built environment

1

2



Topic

Urban Design ― sUmmer 2021 ― issUe 159

41

3 The range of 
community activities 
and facilities possible

When people lose their jobs, they seek not only a means to earn 
a living but also pursue efforts to find more fulfilling work. But 
starting a new business or switching careers is not easy and often 
requires new training or skills development. 

Given such a context, what might be a way forward for inclu-
sive growth and what role might the built environment have in 
catalysing and facilitating progress? How might we celebrate and 
exploit diversity for entrepreneurship and social mobility within 
an urban design context? And how does city planning enable and 
promote this? 

A wAY FORwARD
The turmoil and tragedy caused by COVID-19 has forced us to 
think of better ways to do things. It has unleashed our sense 
of creativity, ambition and community. In terms of the built 
environment, part of the solution lies in how we design and use 
integrated physical spaces to expose people to relevant oppor-
tunities, and connect them with others beyond their traditional 
spheres. 

Bradford-based Yeme Architects have been working in chal-
lenging regeneration areas and applying a conceptual model 
based on four interrelated dimensions: 
1. Integrated physical built environment: stimulating 
interaction and exposing opportunities through an integrative 
approach to urban design within a locality.
2. Social connections: identifying various uses and activities 
within a space or an area and co-ordinating a possible user 
journey.
3. Encouragement of entrepreneurship: growing up in the 
shadow of Canary Wharf and seeing developments emerge 
fosters an understanding of the breadth of possibilities.
4. Integrated digital infrastructure: the above dimensions are 
facilitated, connected and propelled forward digitally (using 
Yeme Architects’ Community App) creating operational and 
curated interactions between different users.

Yeme Architects asserts that an attractive and integrated built 
environment can expose people to exploring new possibilities 
and new ways of enjoying life. Multi-purpose facilities enable 
people to interact in an incidental manner and to be naturally 
exposed to diverse opportunities on their doorstep. For example, 
a GP surgery in a garden centre could offer patients an opportu-
nity to enjoy the plants and flowers, rather than sit in a sterile 
waiting room with dire posters discussing health problems. Or 
the surgery located in a community centre could allow patients 

to get information about a mums and 
toddlers, gardening, poetry, cookery 
or yoga group. Such positive exposure 
can inspire people, enhance their sense 
of well-being and offer practical help. 
People often respond well to some form 
of stimulus and support when it is offered 
incidentally and locally by people they 
know and trust. 

Universities, often seen as remote 
ivory towers, could also play a role and be 
beneficial for themselves as well as their 
local communities. For example, part of 
a university campus could be situated 
in repurposed retail centres, thereby 
exposing students, entrepreneurs and the 
public to a cross-fertilisation of ideas and 
new possibilities. An integrated holistic 
approach helps overcome physical, social 
and digital silos, reduces marginalisation 
and helps people to connect through new 
and shared interests.

Having undertaken projects in many 
deprived and segregated communities, 
Yeme Architects always seeks to integrate 
different services, businesses and 
activities, going beyond just co-location. 
We need an ambitious shared vision of 
inclusive growth for communities, based 
on co-creation and active grassroots 
ownership, and with the local community 
supported by civic, health, business and 
education leaders and service providers. 
Envisioning such an integrated model 
enables a more sustainable dynamic 
approach to community responsiveness 
and empowerment, and enhances inclu-
sion and agency. 

A community facility must be opera-
tionally led and managed, with the leader-
ship able to curate the experience. It is 
the quality of the human relationships 
catalysed by the facility that encourages 
diversity and inclusion, a sense of com-
munity and possibility. It helps people to 
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4 Squire Lane: 
Adjacencies diagram
5 Squire Lane 
Community facility 
proposal
6 Squire Lane Concept 
design

BUiLDinG BACk BETTER 
If the widely used ‘build back better’ 
phrase is to be meaningful, there has to 
be a break with the ways of the past or we 
will simply build back as before. The goal 
of creating a more inclusive and equitable 
society with access to opportunity, fulfil-
ment and social mobility will depend 
on how places are shaped, how well 
organisations are integrated to better 
serve communities, and to what extent 
people are empowered and engaged to 
embark on and sustain their own self-
improvement journeys.

We have seen Yeme Architects’ 
integrated and community-anchored 
approach to the built environment, offer-
ing socio-economic value and inclusive 
growth as the BBBC and Squire Lane 
initiatives exemplify. Such approaches are 
transforming lives and localities and thus 
justify further exploration.•

Amir Hussain, founder of Bradford-based 
Yeme Architects

develop a sense of purpose, and have more hope in a different 
future and more reasons to feel good. We must avoid single-use 
siloed and separated buildings and ensure that regulations are 
no longer a barrier to communities connecting, integrating and 
flourishing. 

THE BROMLEY BY BOw CEnTRE 
To find the evidence that this type of integrated approach is 
valuable, we can look at the Bromley by Bow Centre (BBBC). The 
project acts as a community hub in one of the most challenging 
housing estates in east London. The vision is about ‘lifting the 
game’, raising the quality of design, creating new jobs and skills 
and generating a more aspirational culture. A small group drawn 
from the public, social enterprise and business sectors, who 
cared deeply about the place where they lived and worked, col-
laborated closely to enable this transformational development 
to happen.

The BBBC support people with a wide variety of integrated 
services based on individual needs. Convinced that health is 
primarily driven by social factors, it supports families, young 
people and adults to learn new skills, improve their health and 
well-being, find employment and develop their confidence to 
achieve their goals and transform their lives. The BBBC includes 
health centres across three sites and facilities offering entre-
preneurship skills, and a community research project entitled 
Insights. The research team works across the organisation and 
wider community to offer a deeper understanding of the issues 
and challenges that the community faces, to develop and share 
the centre’s learning and working models. The BBBC enjoys 
extensive partnerships with stakeholders beyond the immediate 
locality. There are similar opportunities across the country to 
transform disadvantaged neighbourhoods with a group of local 
entrepreneurs who have both the skills and the commitment to 
make a major difference.

THE SQUiRE LAnE COMMUniTY iniTiATiVE
The Squire Lane Community initiative in West Yorkshire is a 
multifaceted, operationally integrated proposition that infuses 
a culture of local ownership, using a community hub and spoke 
model. It integrates health, enterprise, leisure and training 
anchored in the local community. It deliberately uses entrepre-
neurship as a means of community engagement and ownership, 
offering space and support for people to produce or sell things to 
earn money or as a hobby. Physical space is available at afforda-
ble rates on a 24-hour basis and can then be connected to digital 
end-to-end services to accelerate growth and opportunity. 

The Squire Lane facility offers diverse foods on pop-up 
stands run by individuals (rather than corporate chains); it 
enables different people, working at different times to offer dif-
ferent food. Its direct connection with Bradford Royal Infirmary 
means that it is likely to be popular with hospital staff and visi-
tors alike; its 24-hour availability, authenticity and setting help 
to attract senior hospital staff, young people and taxi drivers 
working late in the evenings.

The Squire Lane hub is based on a hybrid model – human-
centred physical space, digital space plus digital marketing. It 
offers an opportunity to engage with like-minded and diverse 
people on shared interests or needs, and is a catalyst for activity 
beyond its own built confines and its impact diffuses across the 
wider area. 

Yeme Architects’ aim is inclusive growth and mixed com-
munities, not targetting the low hanging fruit or focussing only 
on those likely to have more intellectual, financial and cultural 
capital to propel themselves forward. The goal is to include the 
poorest and most disadvantaged groups in the community and 
thus break the cycle of poverty and isolation, and inspire more 
positive futures. 
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1 Sustainable, 
well designed 
neighbourhoods, form 
the National Model 
Design Code 2021

On an uncharacteristically warm February evening during 
lockdown in Manchester, I was matching up compo-
nents of the residential streets in front of me in Moss 

Side, with the pages of the recently published National Model 
Design Code, or more specifically, the accompanying Guidance 
Notes: ‘Street trees, well-integrated on-street parking, generous 
wall to window ratios, active frontages, framing a shared green 
space’. The content of the document is lodged firmly in my 
mind as colleagues and I spent much of last year working with 
MHCLG, other government departments, the Design Council and 
a multitude of stakeholders to help create it. 

The National Model Design Code and Guidance Notes 
provide a suggested process and a toolkit of resources to guide 
the production of design codes (rule based, measurable and 
geographically specific) and design guides (more general good 
practice) at the local level. It is part of a move to boost the role of 
design in planning and development and is supported by changes 
to Chapter 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework and 
updates to Planning Practice Guidance. The documents are 
intended to be read together and could ultimately become a 
material consideration in planning decisions, supporting the 
ability to refuse applications on design grounds. 

When working on a project intensely, it is common for me 
to feel wildly optimistic about its potential. This town centre 
strategy might change the fate of this place forever; this vision 
document might be the deciding factor in securing a local plan 

allocation; this strategic spatial frame-
work might ensure sustainable patterns 
of development for decades to come. And 
maybe, just maybe, this National Model 
Design Code and supporting changes will 
usher in a new era of housing design qual-
ity for the UK. 

FOCUS On HOUSinG QUALiTY
There is no more emotive space than 
home, and the pandemic has acutely 
highlighted the role that houses and 
neighbourhoods play in ensuring well-
being. There is also an ever-present 
agenda to build more homes, faster. A 
recent House of Commons briefing paper, 
Tackling the under supply of housing in 
England, estimated the number of new 
homes needed as up to 345,000 per year. 
The tension between delivery and quality 
is intensifying.

I’ve been working in the industry 
long enough to know that good design 
guidance does not automatically generate 
good design. It would be wonderful if that 
were the case, but such thoughts should 

An Equitable Approach to 
Housing Design Quality
Vicky Payne wants more funding for local authorities to achieve 
better design

1
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2 Streets for people 
from the National 
Model Design Code

be quickly doused with a generous helping of cynicism and com-
mon sense. 

Numerous, well-structured and well-articulated documents 
describe the principles of good urban design generally and hous-
ing design in particular. The basics have been repeatedly covered 
before being reframed to fit a particular agenda. Does this mean 
that all residential development in the UK is now well-designed?

The Place Alliance’s 2020 National Housing Design Audit 
would suggest not: it looked at 142 large-scale housing projects 
across England against 17 design considerations. It found that 
new housing design is overwhelmingly ‘mediocre’ or ‘poor’. One 
in five of the audited schemes should have been refused planning 
permission outright, and the design of many others should have 
been improved before relevant permissions were granted.

QUALiTY inEQUALiTiES
But the most upsetting finding, is this: ‘Less-affluent commu-

nities get worse design’. It may seem obvious: good design costs 
money. But it means that a trend exists towards delivering sub-
standard designs for less affluent communities. Urban designers 
cannot possibly accept that a person’s access to a well-designed 
home is determined by how much they earn (or inherit).

I won’t fall into the trap here of confusing design quality with 
beauty. But everyone should live in a well-designed house, in a 
well-designed street, in a well-designed neighbourhood. The 
National Model Design Code should not increase quality only 
in areas where standards are already high, but drag up design 
standards in places that have historically been denied the basic 
principles. 

Returning to ‘good design costs money’, the assumption is 
true in the sense that most things cost money. However, I have 
seen numerous examples of good design delivered in low value 
or poor viability areas. This is supported by the Place Alliance 
research which found that just because values are low, it does not 
mean that good design cannot be afforded. Cost factors separat-
ing ‘good’ from ‘poor’ design are likely to be a relatively small 
proportion of total development value. Also, low value locations 
may show a higher return on investment and be more profitable, 
given the lower cost of land. A minority of schemes with low 
market value buck the trend and achieve ‘good’ and ‘very good’ 
design outcomes.

This brings us back to Moss Side and a development with all 
of those good design components in what was not a high value 
area when the planning application was submitted in 2005. 
Property prices have risen since; in 2016, the Office for National 
Statistics found that prices have increased by 509 per cent 
between 1995 and 2015, and affordability issues in the area were 
highlighted in the application. However, even today, Moss Side 
shows up as a rare cool blue blob on a house price heat map of 
Greater Manchester, and such conditions are ripe for a viability 
argument against higher design standards.

The UK Collaborative Centre for Housing Evidence (CaCHE) 
report Delivering Design Value explores reasons why good 
housing design is rarely delivered in practice. It states that the 
effect that viability and the financing of housing development 
has on design value is significant and influences many of the 
decisions taken by actors further downstream. Conversations 
with local authority planners confirm anecdotally that this is 
often a trump card for rejecting higher standards of design at the 
pre-application stage. 

GOOD RESULTS ARE pOSSiBLE
Yet here is a housing estate which displays many of the compo-
nents of well-designed neighbourhoods set out in the National 
Model Design Code, in a relatively low value area. In addition 
to the features listed above, the blocks are well laid out, mak-
ing connections into the surrounding street network. A good 
density is achieved through a mixture of apartments and modern 
terraces that take cues from the surrounding typology without 
veering into the realm of the pastiche. 

The planning application documents 
show an emphasis on local people being 
able to access homes in the development, 
so a proportion of the properties were 
made available for low cost home owner-
ship. The outline application also included 
a primary school, health centre and some 
retail space. 

One resident of the scheme said that 
they had originally been attracted by 
affordable family homes with above aver-
age garden sizes. The area has everything 
you need on the doorstep, including a 
decent-sized supermarket, butchers, bak-
ers, good public transport, schools and 
parks. She and her family like the design 
of their house, the wide door frames and 
staircases, designated parking, large 
windows and generally good build quality. 
She described the houses as aesthetically 
lovely from the outside. 

Another resident of a more recent 
development in Moss Side had moved 
into the nearby Clockworks scheme at the 
start of the pandemic, taking advantage 
of a Rent to Buy arrangement. She was 
attracted by the mid-rise, red brick 
apartments, the small private garden, 
larger communal garden, the extra space 
provided by two bedrooms and the 
decent-sized windows. 

Nevertheless, both schemes also have 
their issues. Residents mentioned compo-
nents of the development that remained 
unfinished years after they were supposed 
to be completed, maintenance and man-
agement issues, and some ill-considered 
layout choices. But on the whole, the 
scheme seems to be providing a good 
quality of life: ‘I’m really happy here, this 
is a really nice place to be’. 

So, what does it take to achieve this 
and how can we ensure that the current 
design focus provides the structures and 
support to achieve it on a wider scale? If 
good housing design can be achieved on 
a shoestring budget in the right circum-
stances, how do we create those right 
circumstances? The CaCHE report makes 
the following recommendations:
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3 Maine Road, Moss 
Side: terraced housing 
fronting onto shared 
open space provides 
passive surveillance
4 Princess Road and 
Raby Street, Moss 
Side: the Clockworks 
apartments reach five 
stories, addressing the 
corner 

the underfunding of the components for 
delivering high quality housing leads to 
worse outcomes for people on the ground. 
To talk about good design means to talk 
about the mechanisms that make good 
design happen. If we want everyone to 
have good design, we need to make sure 
that those mechanisms are properly 
funded everywhere and are working for 
everyone. 

Continuing along the current path 
means expecting unrealistically luxury 
outcomes at affordable prices. There 
are around 22,000 planners in the UK, 
around one planner for every 3,000 peo-
ple. By contrast, the Netherlands, known 
not just for excellent planning but great 
standards of housing design quality, has 
one planner per 1,100 people. We want 
housing design quality to look beautiful 
and cost nothing. But like fake designer 
clothing, it might look good for a while, 
but it will ultimately fall apart. We have 
so many pieces of the good design jigsaw 
in place. We’ve got great national policy 
changes, new design coding guidance, a 
process, and a toolkit. Now, let’s really 
build back better and invest in our under-
funded local planning authorities.•

Vicky Payne, planner and urban designer, 
URBED

• The housebuilding industry must stop receiving a free 
pass on design: It must be better held to account by the plan-
ning systems in all four nations. • Good design should be cast as a crucial public good: The 
responsibility to deliver well-designed places must be under-
stood as a shared responsibility between the public and private 
sector. • Future planning reforms must put design at their heart: 
The four UK governments must do more to translate positive 
policy rhetoric on design into actionable, measurable and well-
funded design governance solutions that lead to the creation of 
sustainable and enduring places.

We can see some of this reflected in the two Moss Side 
schemes; both sites were owned by Manchester City Council and 
brought forward in partnership with selected developers. This 
relationship and the funding arrangements allowed the sites 
to be partially viewed as the public good, rather than a purely 
commercially driven exercise. Manchester also has some pretty 
strong design guidance in the form of the Guide to Development 
in Manchester SPD. 

Local authority involvement and empowerment is key in 
the success of these schemes and delivering housing quality 
generally. The potential role of local authorities in delivering 
good design is being woefully undervalued. They are best placed 
to hold the housebuilding industry to account and to apportion 
responsibility for delivering public good. They can help to trans-
late design policy into actionable governance solutions.

THE EFFECT OF CUTS
But they can’t, not as things currently stand. The words ‘well-
funded’ from the CaCHE report recommendations stand out; no 
sane person would use them to describe UK public planning and 
development services in recent years. The 2019 Centre for Cit-
ies’ Cities Outlook noted that departments, including planning 
departments, had borne the brunt of cuts. The 2019 RTPI report 
Resourcing Public Planning showed that real term investment 
in planning by local authorities had been reduced by 42 per cent 
since 2009-10 and was low compared to other countries. 

It is worse for poorer areas; a report by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation showed that in England, cuts have been propor-
tionately much greater in more deprived authorities. These saw 
cuts of more than £220 per head, compared with under £40 per 
head for the least deprived. The RTPI report also showed huge 
regional differences in spending on planning per person across 
the UK; in 2017-18 total spending on planning per person living 
in the South East and East of England was double that for the 
North of England or the West Midlands. 

COnCLUSiOn
To recap, less affluent communities get worse design, experi-
ence harsher austerity cuts and receive lower spending on 
planning per person. Correlation does not equal causation, but 

Local authorities are best placed to 
hold the housebuilding industry to 
account and to apportion responsibility 
for delivering public good
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1 Central Development 
Plan, Newcastle.
The mid-20th century 
Northern cities 
competing to represent 
the city of the future. 
Image: Newcastle 
City Council, 
courtesy of www.
somethingconcreteand 
modern.co.uk

T he North exhibits a distinctive pattern of distributed 
industrial urbanism. From dense but far-flung pit villages, 
through mill and factory towns, to mercantile ports or 

seaside resorts. This patchwork of settlements is almost over-
lapping, yet each remain fiercely independent; with their own 
unique accents, cultures and characteristics. 

There is no singular Northern centre, no equivalent to 
London and its influence on Southern travel patterns. Northern 
roads roam and lead to some unique places.

The North’s built form is robust and bold but also restrained 
and efficient, due to its industrial legacy. Stark contrasts are 
evident both in scale and material. Its approach to progress can 
be insensitive at times, lacking sentimentality; form follows 
function as a necessity, not an orthodoxy.

 
wHOSE pROSpERiTY?
Different versions of prosperity are at play: the bland but safe 
environment of Washington New Town, with its green spaces, 
modern homes, generous infrastructure and new jobs, versus 
the exciting centre of Newcastle with its beautiful cityscape but 
fragmenting industrial base and a population in decline. 

Against economic upheaval, some thrived, some moved on 
while others were simply left behind. The pattern was repeated 
across the North with new specialised retail, residential and 
employment zones appearing from Meadowhall to the Metro-
centre, Skelmersdale to Stockton. Longer term, these planned 

locations have struggled with shifting 
economic and social patterns, whilst tra-
ditional centres have been robust enough 
to flex and adapt. Neither has thrived and 
investment is increasingly needed in both.

OnGOinG AnD iMpERFECT 
RECOVERY 
Regeneration, a charged term in the 
South (where it can be code for gentrifica-
tion), has had a fairly free run in the 
North: filling gaps, repopulating barren 
spaces once teaming with life, turning car 
parks and vacant land to homes, offices 
and shopping areas. The core cities have 
seen a return to growth after decades of 
decline. Strong but latent civic pride has 
been fired at times, genuinely new eco-
nomic opportunities provided, graduates 
retained, and growing sectors attracted. 

In many towns however, a lack of 
vitality is still palpable, with decades of 
neglect making them vulnerable to mis-
guided boosterism or exploitation. Devel-
opment viability is a major challenge and 
investment is often grabbed with both 

Towards a new 
northernism
Jaimie Ferguson sees the possibility to design for 
prosperity (again) based on Northern distinctiveness
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hands. Any development is seen as good development; growth 
and jobs are cover words for projects of questionable quality.

Only recently have we seen any major pushback against 
inappropriate development and even then, only in larger cities 
where inequalities are becoming starker, and changes are no 
longer simply in-filling but increasingly redeveloping. A more 
diverse view of what success looks like is emerging.

 
A nEw ROLE FOR THE nORTH
When the North pricks the consciousness of national govern-
ment, it can be viewed through a narrow and clichéd frame of 
reference, harking back to the Industrial Revolution and its 
economic radicalism. Championed by figures from Heseltine to 
Osborne, taskforces or partnerships are established, and talk 
revolves around job creation and transport infrastructure. 

Most recently think-tanks even floated ideas of automatic 
planning permission for job-creating schemes. The variable 
outcomes of this seem a price worth paying to unshackle private 
investment, with design ambitions cast as obstructive red tape.

This vision for the North revolves around distribution 
centres, ‘Giga-factories’, connectivity to London and housing 
delivery, but says nothing about the environment, people’s well-
being or the social fabric on which they rely. Nor does it address 
the collapse of use patterns or the climate crisis. A deeper 
change is afoot and the North needs to draw upon its historic 
strengths, rather than seeking to recreate the conditions for 
their genesis. 

A BROADER ViEw OF pROSpERiTY
Any vision for the North’s future must respond to the social 
fabric that endures, despite decades of neglect, promoting ideas 
of a more collective prosperity, not simply increased personal 
income or enhanced GVA. A genuine increase in prosperity 
will only be possible when health and social inequalities and 
the legacy of polluting industry are addressed in parallel with 
physical improvement and economic growth.

Many Northern councils recognise this, developing 
programmes to encourage community wealth-building as a 
key outcome of regeneration. The Preston Model for example, 
encourages ‘cyclical investment in the local economy’. It uses 
procurement to support local SMEs and community business, 
and develops the role of ‘anchor institutions’ to open land and 
assets for the benefit of citizens.

Salford is increasingly intervening to achieve broader social 
impact and tackle inequality. It recently purchased Islington 
Mill, an arts institution with the expressed aim to ‘resist 
gentrification’, expanding the provision of workspace and 
securing the centre ‘for generations of artists to come’. Oldham 
is developing net-zero energy social housing through retrofit, 
tackling fuel poverty and providing energy independence to 
those in greatest need. 

At the same time, enlightened developers’ schemes are 
tackling climate and community challenges, often going far 
beyond the standards that councils feel able to set. This takes 
real purpose and commitment, in the face of easier and more 
lucrative paths, but it is unfortunately still too rare. If we are to 
deliver this broader view of prosperity and accelerate positive 
activity, we need a radical shift in approach and ambition.

DEFininG A nEw nORTHERniSM 
The challenges – to define economic and social purpose and 
shape sustainable development – are increasingly complex 
and the solutions less apparent. Although past comprehensive 
programmes may be less attractive or affordable, the zeal 
for progress and work should be matched reclaiming centres 
for people and preparing a balanced future with a connected 
network of prospering places. In a future less reliant on scale, 
speed and specialisation, the dispersed urbanism of the North 
may well be ideal. A successful future for the North can benefit 
from its past through: 

2 The Side, 
Newcastle: the pace 
of change often 
left little room for 
sentiment or caution
3 Runcorn, Fifth 
Avenue: grand visions 
often ignored the 
needs and habits 
of the individual, 
creating functional 
but inhospitable 
environments

3

2

 • Living centres – Retail-led centres 
face significant challenges of vacancy. 
In response, major programmes such as 
Stockport’s Mayoral Development Cor-
poration are planning for more diversity 
through an increasingly urban popula-
tion, attracting funding and developer 
activity. Beyond these, more subtle but 
no less important changes are required 
across centres of all scales. 

Changes to use classes opened the 
potential for a more responsive mix 
of activities; however residential infill 
still faces restrictions intended for car 
dependant suburbs. A more flexible 
approach is needed to allow centres to 
reclaim their traditional role.• Working communities – Many 
Northern towns were built around work. 
Planned industrial settlements or model 
communities are relatively well known. 
More common though was the practical 
co-location of life and work; factories, 
warehouses and mills surrounded by 
homes, churches, pubs and schools. 
Modernist planning separated out uses. 
Much activity since has revolved around 
bringing missing vibrancy back. 



Topic

Urban Design ― sUmmer 2021 ― issUe 159

48

4 The crumbling 
vestiges of once 
bustling local centres. 
The simple but 
appealing character 
has been stripped 
away whilst streets 
remain the domain of 
the car
5 Ancoats expansion 
carries its famous grid, 
opening up a street 
and park environment 
that provides a shared 
public realm for the 
community.
Image by OPEN and 
Manchester City 
Council

future. This must include reinterpreting 
the rich and solid built fabric of Northern 
centres, encouraging infill and adopting 
sound principles of ‘waste not want not’ 
avoiding the ‘clearance as progress’ seen 
in the past.• Better growth – New development 
should aim for the highest standards of 
environmental performance and design 
quality. Urban growth must be sustain-
able, well-connected and in touch with its 
local context, embedding the infrastruc-
ture needed to sustain communities long 
into the future. Design quality must be 
recognised as an absolute requirement, 
a route to delivering an enduring legacy, 
not a cost or impediment to delivery.

 
The following are projects applying 
these principles to promote long-term 
prosperity:
Ancoats, Manchester, a living and 
working community for all
Although Ancoats is often described as 
the world’s first industrial suburb, it has 
never been a suburb. As the mills and 
warehouses emptied, significant support 
from the City Council and partners led to 
its renaissance as a desirable urban neigh-
bourhood. The popularity of Ancoats with 
urbanites and creative businesses making 
their homes in the rich industrial urban 
fabric shows that this type of environ-
ment can help give Northern centres a 
distinctive edge. 

The next phase of Ancoats’ regenera-
tion is opening up an urban lifestyle to 
older residents and young families. Open 
space in the area is to be enhanced and 
restructured, connecting assets such 
as the canal deeper into the area, and 
creating a shared community realm. As 
the area densifies. proposals also retain a 
strong working population, maintaining 
daytime activity and increasing local 
employment.

Birkenhead, rethinking infrastructure-
led development
Birkenhead was once part of Liver-
pool’s booming metropolis. From the 
extensive docks, the Mersey tunnels, 
the oldest underground railway outside 
London, the world’s first public park 
and Europe’s first street tram, the town 
was planned for major growth. Instead, 
de-industrialisation and suburbanisation 
have seen it increasingly bypassed. A new 
Regeneration Framework is rethinking 
Birkenhead’s role in a more competitive 
city region. It works in parallel with a 
Town Investment Plan driven by busi-
nesses and cultural leaders, to make 
changes carving out a distinctive role that 
is building momentum with developers 
and public sector partners. Dock Branch 
Park reinterprets a freight line that fed 
the docks as a mile-long linear park. It 
triggers a masterplan that includes over 
2,000 homes, a museum and the removal 

Today the balance between work and home life is being 
redrawn once more, as smaller businesses and emerging sectors 
become ever more important. We therefore need a more sophis-
ticated approach in designing for work, with adaptable environ-
ments that play a positive civic role, opening up opportunities 
for local employment and entrepreneurship.• Civic infrastructure – Roads encircling Northern centres are 
now recognised for the severance and pollution they cause, and 
much time, money and energy is now being spent unravelling 
these knots. 

New infrastructure investment must be multifaceted, 
targeting better and broader outcomes, not simply increasing 
capacity or speed. The return on investment will necessarily be 
more diverse, drawing from social, health and environmental 
impacts.• Networked North – Changing working patterns combined 
with the imperative to tackle climate change requires a shift in 
thinking. Polycentric regions and larger conurbations could 
adapt quickly through better interconnectivity, an increase in 
active travel and other low carbon modes. 

This requires a rethinking of streets and spaces alongside 
the provision of public transport, linking urban centres in a 
more sustainable way. Many unglamorous changes will fail to 
give politicians the headlines they crave. They are essential, 
nonetheless.• Robust reuse – The North of England owes its fortunes to the 
carbon economy. It has a duty therefore to plan for a low carbon 
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6 Dock Branch Park, 
Birkenhead: The design 
encourages access 
and exploration whilst 
increasing biodiversity 
and allowing greater 
understanding of and 
interaction with the 
area’s heritage.
Image by OPEN 
and Wirral Council 
7 Climate Innovation 
District, Leeds: streets 
free from the clutter 
of cars and refuse 
allow a more engaging 
relationship between 
homes and the public 
realm. Image by Civic 
Engineers

wORkinG wiTH pURpOSE
Iain Nairn ‘a man of the North by desire 
if not reality’ celebrated the ordinary and 
saw the inherent value in no-nonsense 
places with a dignity and purpose. 
Designing for prosperity in this sense is 
to understand the essence of a place, to 
respect it and add to it in an authentic 
way; to create urban environments that 
make people’s life better. It celebrates the 
dignity of work, the value of community, 
a strong connection to nature in spite of a 
hard urban form, and reflects a deep civic 
pride. 

The challenge is not to choose 
between those who dream of gleaming 
skyscrapers and those that would con-
serve a largely Victorian character forged 
in the Industrial Revolution. Instead, it 
is to resist those that fail to see beauty or 
potential in either, encouraging us to set-
tle for the mediocre, and be grateful for it.

Design has a key role to play as an 
enabler of much needed change. The 
challenges to delivery are considerable. 
To overcome them will require hard work 
and determination, collaboration and 
no-nonsense creativity, all good Northern 
qualities, so bring it on! •

Jaimie Ferguson, Director, Optimised 
Environments (OPEN)

of flyovers that cut the centre off from communities and the 
waterfront. This taps into the unique assets of the town and the 
experiences it offers. It also addresses strategic weaknesses, 
enhancing the physical and mental health of the community, 
opening up new physical relationships, linking areas of invest-
ment and activity through active travel, as well as transforming 
the amenity and biodiversity of the area.

Climate Innovation District, Leeds, creating the conditions 
for shared prosperity
Developer Citu is bringing forward a new sustainable neighbour-
hood next to Leeds City Centre. It aims to make low-carbon liv-
ing affordable and attractive to a broad range of people, selling 
the benefits of warm homes and low energy bills. The factory-
built homes employ a timber frame, storing 23 tonnes of carbon 
and preventing the emissions of 88 tonnes of CO2, compared 
to an equivalent masonry house. The neighbourhood offers 
opportunities for play, cultivation and relaxation as well as water 
management and enhanced biodiversity. Cars are banished to 
an undercroft, freeing up street space for planting and social 
interaction. The next stages include the delivery of a car-free 
school and a wider range of accommodation. A footbridge over 
the River Aire connects the two halves of the development and 
provides shorter and more attractive walking and cycling routes 
to the city centre. 

MAkinG iT HAppEn
The Planning White Paper’s proposed changes support the above 
ambitions but seem fanciful after a decade of cuts. Operating 
with the minimum of capacity across design and planning 
departments, many feel unable to resist poor quality develop-
ment or turn down much-needed jobs and homes. This must be 
addressed for real progress to be made. 

Private investment often builds on decades of public sec-
tor activity to promote and prepare sites, clearing barriers to 
delivery, from contamination to market weakness. Many devel-
opments rely on a blend of joint ventures, grants, prudential 
borrowing or an innovative application of pension funds. The 
state still has a major role to play and funding is needed.

Recent shifts in Treasury assessments are welcome. The 
Chancellor has committed to a ‘holistic, place-based approach’ 
linking returns to broader and locally supported objectives. 
The North must grab this opportunity and get better at making 
its case. This means no time for cynicism around programmes 
such as Future High Street Fund and Towns Fund. Any funding 
is welcome and the bidding process positive, driving shared 
ambition and creative thinking in locations which have missed 
out. Unfortunately many great ideas and needy communities still 
slip through the selection process. More than just money, control 
and a genuine and informed debate around regional devolution 
(like Scotland, Wales and London) are needed. 

The challenges we now face, defining 
economic and social purpose 
and shaping more sustainable 
development, are increasingly complex 
and the solutions less apparent

7
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1 Key overarching and 
interrelated objectives 
for North Shore Vision, 
Liverpool

T he concept of the Net-Zero Northern Powerhouse has 
burgeoned since the announcement of the Govern-
ment’s £4bn Levelling Up Fund designed to help 

cities, towns and regions improve infrastructure and skills, 
and fundamentally driven by the long-term transition to 
net-zero-carbon.

Many clean industries are currently based in the North of 
England, including the UK’s world-leading offshore wind sec-
tor, major electric vehicle manufacturing hubs and key indus-
trial clusters that are exploring hydrogen and carbon capture 
production and storage.

So, where does urban design fit in and how does it play its 
part? The concept of sustainable development is engrained 
within the training and practices of urban designers, and there 
is a strong belief within the profession that they should be the 
vanguards of fulfilling carbon reduction targets. 

This article examines the part that urban design can play 
in delivering the Net-Zero Northern Powerhouse, looking at 
Planit’s contribution at three different scales of intervention. 

SHEFFiELD: A CiTY CEnTRE LiVinG 
STRATEGY
Sheffield’s Central Area Strategy (CAS) 
is the first stage in a new approach to 
deliver sustainable residential growth. 
As part of Sheffield’s Local Plan process, 
it is part the City Council’s declaration 
of a climate emergency to achieve ambi-
tious targets of carbon reduction.

Over the Plan period, around 
20,000 new homes are to be delivered 
in the city centre through a strategic 
framework. By taking an informed 
evidence-led approach to density, 
long-term decisions can be taken in 
order to develop a stronger city identity 
that delivers a well-connected, safe and 
vibrant network of neighbourhoods. 

A focused approach to delivery 

The net-Zero northern 
powerhouse and the Role 
of Urban Design
Andy Roberts shows how Northern cities are dealing with the 
challenges of climate change
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2 Liverpool Waters, 
utilising the dock 
infrastructure for active 
uses 
3 Bramley Moore 
Dock, integrating 
infrastructure, heritage 
and place

will make best use of public and private sector assets, generate 
demand for differentiated neighbourhoods, create investment 
opportunities and ultimately, build sustainable communities. 
Whilst providing sufficient quantity and quality of green and 
blue infrastructure presents a challenge to many cities, Shef-
field is improving the viability and demand for development by 
turning highways into greenways, as part of its grey-to-green 
strategy. 

The CAS identifies that even where residential markets are 
not strong, a city can develop synergistic strategies and use its 
assets to develop the conditions for regenerative city-centre 
living. Indeed, this is the most effective way to support the 
reduction in energy use and carbon emissions, and for cities 
to become more resilient to the challenges of climate change. 
Strategic thinking creates opportunities for both innovation 
and a joined-up approach to delivering optimum environmental 
outcomes. 

If the design of cities holds the key to sustainable growth and 
to achieve zero-carbon, this can only be achieved by thinking 
strategically at a city-wide scale.

LiVERpOOL: inTEGRATinG nEiGHBOURHOODS AnD 
inFRASTRUCTURE 
The creation of five new city neighbourhoods within a 60ha 
stretch of historic dockland, part of a World Heritage Zone 
(WHZ), provided the city with a unique challenge. This is to 
preserve its World Heritage Status whilst fulfilling its carbon 
reduction requirements, working in partnership with Peel Hold-
ings, the developer, owner and operator of the Port of Liverpool 
and leading sustainable energy generator and infrastructure 
provider. 

Such an opportunity was underpinned by the provision of 
a district heat network that will provide heat for up to 9,000 
homes and four million sq ft of commercial space that make up 
the Liverpool Waters project.

In addition, a new two-hectare public 
park along the Leeds-Liverpool canal 
link will create a city-scaled green asset 
bringing significant physical health and 
well-being benefits to north Liverpool and 
the city region. An independent assess-
ment of the development’s natural capital 
found that Liverpool Waters will capture 
five extra tonnes of carbon each year as a 
result of the new trees, shrubs, meadows 
and gardens. 

Green provisions will also improve 
air quality through the reduction of air 
pollutants (PM2.5) by 0.03 tonnes each 
year and help Liverpool City Region (LCR) 
to meet its goal of becoming zero-carbon 
by 2040.

A fundamental masterplan principle is 
to integrate the supporting infrastructure 
with the underlying requirement to retain 
the character and fabric of heritage assets, 
focusing on streets and spaces designed 
for people, and the provision of a high 
quality public realm. In addition, there 
is now a requirement to future-proof the 
neighbourhoods for shore-side sustain-
able power, achieved through building 
flexibility into the neighbourhood 
masterplans.

However, the real challenge is to 
deliver the scale and quantum of new 
homes, commercial space and support-
ing infrastructure required to have the 
necessary positive impacts, without 
compromising its special character – the 
Outstanding Universal Value – of the 
historic dockland infrastructure. Indeed, 
it was the essence of the designation 
itself which led to the idea that beauty 
and infrastructure need not be mutually 
exclusive. Digital innovations, from 
building information modelling to virtual 
and augmented reality, have been used to 
establish guiding principles that will in 
turn create sympathetically crafted build-
ings, streets and spaces embedded into 
the complex grain and network of heritage 
assets.

The North Shore Vision tested our 
neighbourhood masterplans further, help-
ing to shape a wider narrative, beyond the 
Dock Wall and surrounding Ten Streets 
neighbourhood. The vision embraces the 
Stanley Dock character area of the World 
Heritage Site and Buffer Zone. Here Planit 
utilised virtual and augmented reality 
technology to see how development pro-
posals may look from strategic locations 
across the River Mersey, measuring the 
various cumulative impacts on the WHZ 
and providing a framework to test and 
adjust plans where necessary. 

The North Shore Vision will lead the 
way in heritage-led sustainable develop-
ment in its widest sense, and, working 
alongside Liverpool UN2030 Hub, guide 
the design of new development and frame 
the delivery of projects across the North 
Docks, to ensure positive outcomes for 
their communities.  
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4 Carbon Measuring at 
Victoria North, from a 
Members’ presentation 

nORTHERn GATEwAY – DRiVinG ZERO-CARBOn 
THROUGH A CiTY RiVER pARk 
Before COVID-19, Manchester’s declaration of a climate emer-
gency in July 2019 meant a wider consideration of the role of 
green infrastructure, and the need to utilise the city’s green and 
blue assets to the full.

Established through an adopted Strategic Regeneration 
Framework (SRF), the City River Park forms the binding agent 
of  Victoria North, a series of mixed use neighbourhoods com-
prising up to 15,000 homes, delivered through an investment 
partnership between Manchester City Council and the Far East 
Consortium (FEC). 

Victoria North represents the single largest opportunity 
to deliver Manchester’s ambitious carbon reduction targets of 
net-zero by 2038, and in turn act as the driver for good change 
and inclusive growth. With this in mind, the requirement to 
provide a social and environmental legacy has driven the design 
and stewardship model for the City River Park and the partners 
involved in it.

Low carbon solutions to landscape treatments and ongoing 
stewardship lie at the heart of the City River Park design. The 
vision was developed around principles of embodied carbon 
within the seven parks, and how a low carbon approach to 
design might be employed to focus on climate adaption, and 
address the commitment to net-zero. To ascertain a basic under-
standing of embodied carbon within the constituent parks, 
the Pathfinder Climate Positive Design toolkit, a web-based 
application enabling alternative design approaches and material 
specifications to be considered, has been utilised. Each of the 
City River Park spaces receives a scorecard, outlining its contri-
bution to carbon sequestration and the time needed to achieve a 
carbon positive position. 

Low carbon design measures included:• Maximise tree planting, using native species where possible 
and ensuring the management of the existing tree stock to 
preserve or enhance the park’s character.• Maximise areas of semi-natural green space, consider 
planting types that can reuse or manufacture soils on site and 
minimise imports of topsoil. • Maximise areas of wetland and marginal planting, and the 
naturalisation of the river’s edge for recreational and biodiver-
sity benefits.• Incorporate SuDS into the layout of green spaces or streets 
to encourage natural attenuation, reduce run-off and improve 
water quality. • Consider hard landscape materials with low embodied 

4

carbon values, whether recycled or site-
won materials or locally sourced. • Consider landscape typologies that 
minimise maintenance operations: lower 
maintenance semi-natural planting, 
the use of mulches and substrates, and 
climate-adaptable planting.

In addition to defining the nature, 
character and components of the City 
River Park, our work sought to establish 
the costs of these spaces and how they 
might be managed, funded and looked 
after in perpetuity. A range of options 
were considered: by the authority, a 
friends or park foundation, and lease-
income management company models. 
Collaborative approaches can achieve 
multiple benefits and attract more diverse 
funding streams. 

COnCLUSiOn
The Northern Powerhouse can utilise its 
assets to become the vanguard in moving 
towards net-zero-carbon targets. How-
ever, a multi-scaled approach is required 
where urban designers can play a part in 
creating synergies at the regional and city 
level, ensuring that sustainable develop-
ment goals become embedded within the 
design process. 

The common themes running through 
our case studies are the need to provide a 
contextual, place-specific response, inte-
grating new infrastructure into liveable, 
mixed use neighbourhoods, and utilising 
the most effective design tools and 
technology to achieve this. Whilst these 
schemes are of significant scale, where 
the greatest gains can be made, it is clear 
that ambitious carbon reduction targets 
will only be achieved if designers consider 
carbon reduction at every scale of project, 
at every stage of the design process and as 
part of common design practice. •

Andrew Roberts, Partner and Head of Urban 
Design, Planit-IE
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The same house type 
shown here in:
1 Bridgewater
2 Norwich and 
3 Truro cited as ‘truly 
reflective of the local 
vernacular’

H ow often are urban design officer positions advertised in 
the North? Since austerity was introduced in 2010 few, 
if any, have been advertised beyond the big metropolitan 

cities of Sheffield, Leeds, Liverpool and Newcastle. Yet it is not 
just the core cities of the North that are experiencing growth.

A niCE TO HAVE
An unfortunate fact is that in too many authorities urban design 
is considered a ‘nice to have’ rather than a necessity. This is 
perhaps not surprising given a decade of austerity, with services 
cut back to what is legally required, namely spatial planning and 
development management. Arguably, these cuts have been felt 
more keenly in the North of England and are reflected in the vast 
majority of what gets built. This concern can be seen as far back 
as CABE’s Housing Design Audits of the early 2000s. To borrow 
a phrase from the Urban Design Compendium, you really can see 
the same house type in Scunthorpe, Manchester or Newcastle, or 
as images from the recent Place Alliance Housing Audit show, in 
Bridgewater, Norwich and Truro.

To give an impression of the scale of cuts and the impact on 
urban design officers, it is worth going back to the 2017 Place 
Alliance Survey Urban Design Skills. Although undertaken on 
a national scale, it showed that in 2017 only 34 per cent of local 
planning authorities (LPAs) had a dedicated urban design officer, 
many of them splitting the role 50/50 between conservation and 
urban design. Further information is also evident in RTPI-led 
research which showed a reduction in expenditure of between 
18 and 29 per cent across Northern authorities, with the North 
West suffering the deepest cuts. Similar surveys in relation to 
conservation staff confirm a general picture of disproportionate 
reductions in planning staff, and even more disproportionate 
in specialist staffing. We await the findings of the very recently 
updated Place Alliance survey with little expectation of anything 
but a worsening picture.

A nEw nECESSiTY AnD A nEw OppORTUniTY
The Planning White Paper proposes a world in which, in the 
absence of locally prepared design policy, guidance or codes 
prepared through substantive local community engagement, 
LPAs will be obliged to defer to the National Design Guidance 
and National Model Design Code when dealing with issues of 
design. Understandable local pride and sensitivity may well 
spur many LPAs into action to avoid this. The government 
acknowledges the challenges that this and other elements of the 
proposed changes will bring and has promised a comprehensive 
resources and skills strategy to support the implementation of 

the reforms. We have to avoid a natural 
cynicism and hope that this brings real 
substance in terms of the standing of the 
proposed ‘chief officer for design and 
place-making’ in each authority, and the 
resources and skills needed to help this 
officer. But where, after being neglected 
for so long, will the skilled staff come 
from? 

wiLLinG RECRUiTS
Fortunately, the reduction in specialist 
staff in councils isn’t reflected in the 
number of students who are currently 
studying urban design in universities, 
especially in the North, such as Man-
chester, Liverpool, Huddersfield, Leeds, 
Sheffield and Newcastle. Those who are 
UK-based have choices in consultancy as 
well as the public sector. For many, the 
private sector offers attractions such as 
experience, variety and salaries. This is 
exacerbated by the almost complete lack 

A View from  
the Front Line 
Graeme Moore and Colin Haylock 
advocate urban design skills and training 
for Northern planning authorities 
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4 What chance is 
there of LPAs doing 
exactly what is shown? 
Cartoon by Rob 
Cowan

of positions and prospects for senior progression in LPAs across 
the North. When the Planning White Paper suggests the appoint-
ment of chief place-making officers, many cynics will say that 
to comply with this requirement LPAs will simply rename their 
Heads of Planning. More realistically we may need to look to 
modest recruitment alongside the upskilling of generalists, and 
make the most of our limited collection of experienced urban 
design professionals.

RECEnT EXpERiEnCE
The current picture on upskilling is not encouraging. In most 
LPAs across England, one of the first things to be cut during 
austerity has been the training budget. The ability to fund 
additional qualifications has also been almost entirely stripped 
from LPAs.

Conversations with all the regional design network partners 
in the North paint a grim picture in terms of training and upskill-
ing officers, members and interested third parties. Training has 
been almost completely cut back, except for what is delivered 
free, such as the recent one-off programme run by MHCLG and 
the design network in order to introduce the National Design 
Guide. Yet, this was one day where a national guide was being 
introduced for the first time to audiences, including elected 
members, some of whom had barely heard of the term urban 
design. 

SpARkS OF inSpiRATiOn
Whilst some councils in the North East and Yorkshire have had 
success in offering additional training on the back of the Design 
Companion for Councillors publication, these bright spots are 
few and far between.

In Greater Manchester, there has been little in the way of a 
coherent structure to place-making or skills, as it has generally 
been left to individual councils. By contrast, the West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority (WYCA) has appointed an Urban Design 
Manager – Helen Forman. Helen explains that her role involves 
‘providing masterplanning and design advice to development 
projects across Leeds City Region, bringing together a network 
of local authority officers across various disciplines to share best 
practice in urban design, providing design training, and advising 
on public realm aspects of the Transforming Cities Fund and 
Mass Transit programmes. I have encouraged greater use of the 
regional design review panel across Yorkshire, which on one 
large complex site has led to land promoters jointly commission-
ing an urban design consultant to help develop a place-making 
vision.’ 

The Liverpool City Region (LCR) has undertaken various ini-
tiatives, such as the establishment of a Built Environment Panel 
(BEP) and a Design Champion. Pete Swift (a BEP panel member) 
says that the panel has had a number of positive outcomes, stat-
ing that ‘although, it’s still finding its feet, it shows the appetite 
of the city region to get to grips with place-making, with a good 

mix of people and professions, which acts 
as a sounding board for the LEP, which in 
turn influences decisions which promote 
high quality place-making in towns and 
cities in the city region’. The LCR has also 
funded design review for the 2019 year. 

Place-making and design quality have 
been treated inconsistently across the 
North, leading to a patchwork; some LPAs 
are privileged enough to have an in-house 
resource, whilst the rest are largely reli-
ant on a small number of annual events 
and little chance to upskill and implement 
even small-scale measures such as Build-
ing for a Healthy Life.

A CALL TO ACTiOn
Against this background, how is it possi-
ble to deliver the beautiful places that the 
government seems to think are eminently 
achievable? What is needed is a call to 
action. Nothing can be achieved without 
a ring-fenced approach to funding for 
design skills and training, or without 
a genuine culture change at local level. 
Councillors cannot expect better quality 
if they do not know what good quality 
place-making is. Design can no longer 
be swept aside as a ‘nice to have’. It is 
essential for the creation of a healthy, well 
designed Northern Powerhouse.

We should not feel shy drawing from 
the experience of other parts of the 
country, where urban design has been 
less neglected. Urban Design London has 
done sterling work over the past decade in 
raising LPAs and elected members’ design 
skills in London, based on joint funding 
from all of the London authorities. What 
chance is there of similar bodies being 
set up for every city-region or county? 
Perhaps the design network could play 
a formal role in upskilling officers and 
members. 

Other different models in the South 
East include Place Services, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Essex County 
Council, and the exemplary work of Public 
Practice. Both provide real resources to 
support local authorities.

Whilst no one model can fit all, a 
regional knowledge exchange of policies 
and procedures around design quality 
would be beneficial to authorities in the 
North. Officers have said that the lack 
of a coherent and structured learning 
programme is preventing them from 
gaining more knowledge and experience 
in place-making skills. Beyond this, there 
is great value in local and regional experi-
ence exchange as a path to share and 
celebrate the best of practice and what 
can be achieved in a broadly similar local 
market, and address the ‘well that’s fine 
but it wouldn’t work here!’ scepticism.

Perhaps the quickest and easiest route 
is to initiate a series of learning lunches. 
At Oldham Council, these have been well 
received by staff and the response from 
contacts in the private sector has been 
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overwhelmingly positive, even under the current circumstances. 
In fact, thanks to platforms like Zoom and Microsoft Teams, 
it has been made easier in some respects, bringing in people 
who would normally have had to travel. This has enabled a 
wider audience to expand their knowledge of urban design and 
place-making.

There should also be an Urban Design Summer School for the 
North, much like the ones led by UDL and UCL in recent years 
(and for those with longer memories, by CABE), for those who 
require a crash course or in-depth taste of what place-making 
and design quality is about.

City regions and counties should also play a much more 
central role in developing place-making skills in the areas that 
they are responsible for. We have already seen with the West 
Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA), LCR and the WYCA how 
crucial leadership in these areas is in setting a standard. Whilst 
some city regions are fond of saying that they do things differ-
ently, there is no shame in adopting and adapting something that 
is already successful. Perhaps every city region or county should 
also establish its own design quality charter, much as Cambridge 
and the WMCA have done. 

City regions in the North could also commit to a built 
environment panel, like the Mayor of London’s Good Growth by 
Design programme and Mayor’s Design Advocates. These could 
be supported by a director of urban design or chief place-maker, 
similar to what the WYCA have done with the Urban Design 
Manager role. In the end, actions speak louder than words. The 
phrase ‘Don’t tell me what you value, show me your budget, and 
I’ll tell you what you value’ rings true. This applies to MHCLG, 
who, for all the talk of bringing ‘beauty’ back to the built 

environment, may well fail to back up this 
commitment with funds, and also to the 
city regions and LPAs who bemoan the 
lack of resources and do nothing about 
upskilling their existing staff. The closing 
remarks of the final CABE publication 
exclaimed ‘Good design lifts the heart and 
inspires the mind, we need it now more 
than ever’. If that was the case after the 
financial crash of 2008, it Is even more so 
after a pandemic.

Graeme Moore, urban designer and planning 
officer working in the public sector within 
Greater Manchester 
Colin Haylock, architect, town planner and 
urban design consultant, and former past 
president of the Royal Town Planning Institute 

Working on this issue has brought many issues to the 
fore. It has been brilliant to see, hear and read about 
great urban design work being undertaken across 

the North. One question however has troubled me: why have we 
been unable to find any black contributors?

In other aspects of life and business, similar questions are 
being asked and rather than wrap the topic away with a generic 
explanation and excuse, I sought to raise it directly. Initially as 
a member of the North West Business Leadership Team, I posed 
the question to board director and barrister Sharon Amesu, 
who is currently running an equity and diversity programme 
with business professionals across many sectors. AECOM is par-
ticipating and with Sharon’s advice, I have started to grow and 
expand my network to draw on different stories and experience. 
I have found it hugely beneficial.

In this context and via social media, the message that there is 
significant underrepresentation of minority ethnic communities 
in urban design has been made clear. It should be an issue for 
debate within the UDG. 

I took the question to John Ebo, Head of City Centre Manage-
ment at Leeds City Council. John’s path to this key role in shaping 
the great city of Leeds draws on commercial high street experi-
ence and a post-graduate education in regeneration. I asked John 
why we find so few Black professionals engaging with urban 

design and place-making? What can be 
done to address this challenge and whose 
responsibility is it to instigate change? 

His observations were succinct:• We know that diversity breeds 
innovation• Innovation brings excellence• It is not just an issue for the North• It is a circular issue which needs some-
one to make the first steps• If you don’t see people like you in the 
workplace, it’s difficult to envisage your-
self there.

Here are his suggestions:• Be affirmative• Reach out for views and broaden net-
works and influence• Stop practising in the same way• Drive equity, not just equality• Ensure the discussion takes place.

So, here is a call to all of us, as UDG mem-
bers, to take a close look at our actions 
and those of the firms and organisations 
we work with, to ensure that we achieve 
equity in representation. As John said: ‘It 
should be obvious that we will all benefit 
from diversity; it should be like breathing 
oxygen, not something we have to prepare 
strategies for’. •

Stephen Gleave

Delivering Diversity 
in Urban Design
Stephen Gleave engages in conversation  
with John Ebo
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DIY City – The Collective 
Power of Small Actions 

Hank Dittmar, 2020, Island Press, 
£22.99, ISBN 978 1642830521

This short book is a final persuasive collec-
tion of essays by the urbanist Hank Dittmar, 
who died in 2018. it comprises people’s sto-
ries and examples that are a fitting testimony 
to his long career which included ten years 
at the Prince’s Foundation.

Dittmar was not enamoured of grand 
plans or big government, but favoured the 
spirit and entrepreneurship of people in the 
creation of cities and places of value. The 
role of the arts, the small stuff, meanwhile 
spaces, and ‘slack’ are all explored here. He 
observes how masterplans and strategies, 
handed down by experts that don’t engage 
with communities, lack the essential ingredi-
ents for resilient city building.

With a nod to Jane Jacobs and Christo-
pher Alexander, an early career challenge 
managing a municipal airport in Santa 
Monica, taught him that small-scale one-
off initiatives often had the greatest staying 
power. An advocate for the creative arts, 
he explains how they thrive in the left-over 
buildings – the slack of cities – in places 
such as London’s Shoreditch. Artists helped 
to reverse the flight from the city, leading 
the process of regeneration; TV shows like 
Friends and Sex in the City later confirmed 
that city life was back and had a lot to offer. 

Dittmar is well aware of the short-
comings of the tightly defined vehicle of 
international property investment and the 
damaging effects of absentee owners, but is 
also critical of excessive regulations. He ex-
plores how uS cities rapidly expanded their 
populations with doubling up during WW2, 
and from this he advocates expanding per-
mitted development to allow more granny 
annexes or associated dwellings to densify 
suburbs and make more of under-occupied 
plots (49 per cent of uK homes have spare 
rooms). 

He favoured taxing empty homes and 
retaining government property to offer 

low-cost spaces for experimentation, so not 
denying the government’s role, but believing 
that this is best when enabling and facili-
tating Diy activity. Vienna, for instance, is 
known for its almost unparalleled social 
housing success with low-cost homes for 
rent, but Dittmar observes that it was an 
earlier Diy ‘wild settlement’ movement that 
provoked the subsequent action of gov-
ernment, not least by employing one of its 
leaders as the city architect. 

This is a philosophical and reflective 
book carrying few visuals or illustrations. 
Dittmar concludes with a reference to Leon-
ard Cohen’s song Anthem, ‘the crack in 
everything letting the light in’. He says that 
similarly the more space we leave for the 
small, the more humans will fill in it, which is 
where the hope lies. •

Tim Hagyard, formerly local government 
planner and urban designe, working with CPRE 
Hertfordshire

Ecologies of Prosperity for 
the Living City

Margarita Jover and Alex Wall, 2019, 
ORO Editions, £22.00, ISBN 978 
1940743509

The selection of writers brought together 
in this book is as refreshingly wide-ranging 
chronologically as it is thought-provoking 
professionally. From the ‘godfathers’ of re-
gional planning, such as Patrick Geddes and 
Ebenezer Howard, to pioneer environmental-
ists such as Rachel Carson, excerpts from 
landmark texts on the twin themes of urban 
planning and ecology are skilfully woven 
together with some of the most innovative 
contemporary environmental and urban 
design projects from across the globe. 

This book aims to function as ‘an invi-
tation to citizens and urban designers to 
imagine alternative ways of inhabiting the 
planet, which can mitigate today’s growing 
social inequality and ecological impacts.’ 

implicit in all of the selected texts and pro-
jects is a belief in the potential of design 
in addressing complex environmental and 
socio-economic challenges.

The projects included explore issues 
ranging from climate change mitigation to 
citizen engagement and regional planning. 
Most of them have been realised such as the 
Kalkbreite co-housing project in Zurich and 
Assemble Collective’s Folly under a Flyover 
project in London. Some of the more explor-
atory design research projects are obviously 
less resolved, but still provide enough clarity 
as environmental design concepts. However, 
this book is not intended to act as a cata-
logue of best practice exemplars. As a deftly 
assembled collection of texts and projects, 
it forms a rich ecosystem of environmental 
theory and design strategies. By placing con-
temporary projects in a historical context, it 
also illustrates the interplay between theory 
and practice across different timescales.

As with all anthologies, the reader is left 
questioning which writers and voices might 
also have been considered for inclusion. 
Likewise, there is always the question of 
which projects could have been given more 
(or less) attention. in terms of its design, 
the book is visually engaging and easy to 
navigate. it is organised into three thematic 
chapters but opens with two in-depth essays 
by the editors. Jover places the book into 
the context of wider political debates and 
suggests how urban design practice might 
respond to these. Whilst taking on the im-
mediate task of introducing the subsequent 
chapters, Wall also takes a longer view: ‘By 
mid-century, today’s students will be at the 
height of their practice. What should they be 
making, and for whom?’

The architect Berthold Lubetkin once sur-
mised that ‘while theory without practice is 
madness, practice without theory is suicide.’ 
Margarita Jover and Alex Wall’s anthology 
seeks to marry environmental theory and de-
sign practice. in doing so, they offer grounds 
for optimism about our future survival, both 
as citizens and as urban designers.•

Paul Woodville, architect and urban planner, 
HRTB Arkitekter Oslo
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Space & Anti-Space,  
The Fabric of Place, City  
and Architecture

Steven Peterson and Barbara 
Littenberg, 2020, ORO Editions, 
£22.60, ISBN 978 1941806777

This is a book for designers looking to apply 
some reasoned theory to their practice, 
which otherwise tends to be an intuitive pro-
cess. its logical chapters and well-presented 
diagrams, plans and perspectives are 
appealing, but it is not a book to dip in and 
out of.

The authors, new york architects and 
urban designers, explore the relationship 
of architecture and urban design, mainly 
through competitions and lectures/discus-
sions. They see space as the primary medium 
of urban design and the civic realm of urban 
space as disappearing from our cities. This 
has led to architects looking for novelty at 
the expense of the city, and star-architects 
seeing buildings as newness for its own sake.

The nub of their thesis is that space and 
anti-space are oppositely charged: anti-
space is formless, infinite and continuous; 
space is formed, finite and discontinu-
ous. When space was the dominant design 
concept, geometric order prevailed, and har-
mony was created by mathematical ratios. 
The ideal city was the sacred realisation of 
formed space, and anti-space only became 
dominant when geometry and physics were 
questioned. Cubism, a form of visual analy-
sis, is seen as a turning point in how space 
eventually became anti-space.

To explain space and anti-space, they 
cite the gardens of space as demonstrated 
in Villa D’Este in Tivoli, and Villa Lante in 
Bagnaia, and the anti-space of olmstead’s 
Prospect Park in Brooklyn or Central Park 
in Manhattan. other examples come mainly 
from the uS but some from Europe, to ex-
plain the concepts. The Les Halles design 
competition entrants are analysed with 
some beautifully presented drawings. ur-
ban design plans for Manhattan are another 

example, looking at the plan of 1994, most of 
which was adopted by the Bloomberg Vision 
Plan in 2002. 

Ground Zero in new york receives much 
coverage as the authors were one of the 
competitors. urban design is seen as both 
connected to and independent of architec-
ture. They view the winning Liebeskind’s 
scheme as being object based, in contrast 
with their context based proposals that saw 
the public space as integrated and continu-
ous. it exemplified the ongoing predicament 
of object vs. context, architecture vs. city, 
individual vs. collective, and of course space 
vs. anti-space.

This book provides clear analysis and 
reasoning as to how space and anti-space 
interact in the design of great urban spaces, 
and should subtly filter through to our large-
ly intuitive design process.• 

Philip Cave, Principal, Philip Cave Associates

The Heart of the City, 
Creating vibrant downtowns 
for a new century

Alexander Garvin, 2019, Island Press 
£22.99, ISBN 978 1610919494

intriguingly this book almost shares its title 
with the 1964 seminal publication by Victor 
Gruen The Heart of our Cities. Both show 
similar concerns about what will happen 
to city centres but are obviously written in 
very different contexts. Garvin’s book deals 
exclusively with the north American situa-
tion; Gruen referred to European cities even 
though his focus was also the united States.

The parallel is interesting because, 
although the circumstances of Garvin’s 
downtown have changed fundamentally 
since the 1960s, the worries are similar. His 
book was written before the pandemic, and 
therefore some of the changes he describes 
have been accelerated, others he couldn’t 
imagine, and the future of downtown is even 
more unpredictable now.

The first five chapters are descriptive and 
provide a diagnosis of what is wrong or right 
in America’s downtowns: What is Downtown? 
Where is Downtown? How and why Down-
town America is changing, People who are 
changing Downtown, and organisations that 
are changing Downtown. They include many 
examples of changing cities throughout the 
country, and often focus on the mistakes 
made in the second half of last century: the 
wholesale redevelopment and investment 
in highway infrastructure that destroyed 
neighbourhoods. Garvin then considers the 
influencers, organisations and individuals 
whose actions can have an effect on Ameri-
can downtowns. These are not too different 
to those in the uK although their methods 
may not be the same: developers, conser-
vation activists, immigrants, government 
agencies or specially created organisations 
such as Business improvement Districts. The 
latter in particular have had a substantial ef-
fect in the market-oriented uS.

The last three chapters draw lessons 
from the earlier ones to give advice for future 
improvements. First and foremost, Garvin 
suggests that redevelopment has never been 
a solution. He recommends looking carefully 
at each area’s needs and applying measures 
that urban designers will recognise: giving 
each area its identity; facilitating move-
ment in the downtown area (as opposed to 
getting in and out of it quickly); and improv-
ing the public realm to keep people in the 
area. He adds economic measures to help 
businesses, facilitating changes of use and 
reducing costs. To illustrate his suggestions 
he includes numerous examples from suc-
cessful cities but also from failures which 
he attempts to explain. in the last chapter, 
Creating Vibrant Downtowns for a new Gen-
eration, he puts forward measures that are 
mostly economic and organisational; by defi-
nition these are specific to the uS.

This is an interesting book mostly be-
cause of its analysis, but its lessons can only 
partly be translated to other contexts. its 
predecessor of fifty years ago had a more 
universal message.•

Sebastian Loew
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index
The following practices and urban 
design courses are members of the 
Urban Design Group. Please see  
the UDG’s website www.udg.org.uk  
for more details. 

Those wishing to be included in  
future issues should contact the 
UDG
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EJ
T  020 7250 0892
C Robert Huxford
E  administration@udg.org.uk
w  www.udg.org.uk

ADAM URBAniSM
Old Hyde House
75 Hyde Street
winchester SO23 7Dw
T 01962 843843
C Hugh petter
hugh.petter@adamarchitecture.com
w www.adamurbanism.com
World-renowned for progressive, 
classical design covering town and 
country houses, housing development, 
urban masterplans, commercial 
development and public buildings.

AECOM
Aldgate Tower, 2 Leman Street
London E1 8FA
T 020 7798 5987
C Mark Hughes
E mark.hughes@aecom.com
w www.aecom.com
One of the largest built environment 
practices in the UK offering an integrated 
life-cycle approach to projects 
from urban designers, architects, 
engineers, scientists, management, and 
construction consultants.

ALAn BAXTER
75 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EL
T 020 7250 1555
C Clare Coats
E ccoats@alanbaxter.co.uk
w www.alanbaxter.co.uk
An engineering and urban design 
practice. Particularly concerned with 
the thoughtful integration of buildings, 
infrastructure and movement, and the 
creation of places.

ALLEn pYkE ASSOCiATES
The Factory, 2 Acre Road
kingston-upon-Thames kT2 6EF
T 020 8549 3434
C David Allen
E design@allenpyke.co.uk
w www.allenpyke.co.uk
Innovative, responsive, committed, 
competitive, process. Priorities: people, 
spaces, movement, culture. Places: 
regenerate, infill, extend create.

ALLiES & MORRiSOn:
URBAn pRACTiTiOnERS
85 Southwark Street, London SE1 0HX
T 020 7921 0100
C Anthony Rifkin
E arifkin@am-up.com
w www.urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Specialist competition winning urban 
regeneration practice combining 
economic and urban design skills. 
Projects include West Ealing and 
Plymouth East End.

AnDREw MARTin pLAnninG
Town Mill, Mill Lane, Stebbing, 
Dunmow, Essex CM6 3Sn
T 01371 855855
C Andrew Martin
E andrew@am-plan.com
w www.am-plan.com
Independent planning, urban design 
and development consultancy. Advises 
public and private sector clients on 
strategic site promotion, development 
planning and management, planning 
appeals, masterplanning and community 
engagement.

ARCHi-SCApE
123 Beach Road, Hartford
norwich Cw8 3AB
T 07884 401777
C Chris Brearley
E c.brearley@archi-scape.net
Archi-Scape aims to fuse quality 
architecture with thoughtful urban 
design to create delightful buildings, 
places and spaces for all.

ARC LAnDSCApE DESiGn  
& pLAnninG
Engravers House, 35 wick Road
Teddington Tw11 9Dn
T 020 3538 8980
C Vanessa Ross
E v.ross@arcldp.co.uk
w www.arcldp.co.uk
Landscape architectural with studios 
in London and the East Midlands with 
expertise in both assessment and 
design, we provide project specific 
pragmatic and creative design services. 

AR URBAniSM
63 Rivington Street
London EC2A 3QQ
T 020 3290 0897
C Amanda Reynolds
E amanda@ar-urbanism.com
w www.ar-urbanism.com
AR Urbanism specialises in urban design 
and masterplanning projects. We are 
a niche consultancy, proud of the high 
quality of service we provide for our 
clients and our commitment to the 
communities we work with.

AREA
Grange, Linlithgow
west Lothian EH49 7RH
T 01506 843247
C karen Cadell
E ask@area.uk.com
w www.area.uk.com
Making places imaginatively to deliver 
the successful, sustainable and humane 
environments of the future.

AREA LAnDSCApE ARCHiTECTS
Blackhouse Studio, pin Mill
ipswich ip9 1Jn
T 01473 781994
C Charlotte norman
E charlotte@area-la.com
w www.area-la.com
We work on civic, commercial and 
occasional private development projects 
across the UK and beyond, specialising 
in difficult sites with complex planning 
issues. 

ASHEnDEn ARCHiTECTURE
14 Debden Mill Business Centre 
Old Maltings Approach
woodbridge ip12 1BL
T 01394 788768
C philip Ashenden
philip@ashendenarchitectureltd.co.uk
www.ashendenarchitectureltd.co.uk

ASSAEL ARCHiTECTURE
123 Upper Richmond Road
London Sw15 2TL
T 020 7736 7744
C Russell pedley
E pedley@assael.co.uk
w www.assael.co.uk
Architects and urban designers covering 
mixed use, hotel, leisure and residential, 
including urban frameworks and 
masterplanning projects.

ATkinS pLC
nova north 11
Bressenden place, westminster
London Sw1E 5BY
T 020 7121 2000
C Richard Alvey
E richard.alvey@atkinsglobal.com
w www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a 
range of built environment specialists
working together to deliver quality 
places for everybody to enjoy.

BACA ARCHiTECTS
Unit 1, 199 Long Lane
London SE1 4pn
T 020 7397 5620
C Richard Coutts
E enquiries@baca.uk.com
w www.baca.uk.com
Award-winning architects with 100 per 
cent planning success. Baca Architects 
have established a core specialism in 
waterfront and water architecture.

BALDwin DESiGn COnSULTAnCY
4 Marina walk, pennington wharf
plank Lane, Leigh wn7 4EZ
T 01925 747615
C Graham Baldwin
E g.baldwin@baldwindesign.net
w www.baldwindesign.net
Baldwin Design’s award winning 
services, include masterplanning, urban 
design, surburban space planning, 
across multi use classes form inception 
to completion.

BARTOn wiLLMORE pARTnERSHip
READinG
The Blade, Abbey Square
Reading RG1 3BE
T 0118 943 0000
MAnCHESTER
Tower 12, 18/22 Bridge Street
Spinningfields
Manchester M3 3BZ
T 0161 817 4900
C Dan Mitchell
E masterplanning@bartonwillmore.co.uk
BiRMinGHAM
9th Floor, Bank House, 8 Cherry Street
Birmingham B2 5AL
T 0121 711 5151
C Luke Hillson
E luke.hillson@bartonwillmore.co.uk
w www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
Concept through to implementation on 
complex sites, comprehensive design 
guides, urban regeneration, brownfield 
sites, and major urban expansions.

BE1 ARCHiTECTS
5 Abbey Court, Fraser Road
priory Business park
Bedford Mk44 3wH
LOnDOn
107 Clerkenwell workshops
27/31 Clerkenwell Close
London EC1R 0DU
T 01234 261266
C Selma Hooley
E selma.hooley@be-1.co.uk
w www.be1architects.co.uk
BE1 is a practice of creative and 
experienced architects, designers, 
masterplanners, visualisers and 
technicians. We are skilled in the 
design and delivery of masterplanning, 
architectural and urban design projects 
and are committed to designing the 
appropriate solution for all of our 
projects.

BiDwELLS
Bidwell House, Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD
T 01223 559800
C Chris Surfleet
E chris.surfleet@bidwells.co.uk
w www.bidwells.co.uk
Planning, landscape and urban 
design consultancy, specialising 
in masterplanning, townscape 
assessment, landscape and visual 
impact assessment.
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BOYER
24 Southwark Bridge Road
London SE1 9HF
T 020 3268 2018
C Ananya Banerjee
ananyabanerjee@boyerplanning.co.uk
w www.boyerplanning.co.uk
Offices in Bristol, Cardiff, Colchester, 
London and wokingham.
Planning and urban design consultants 
offering a wide range of services 
to support sites throughout the 
development process. We believe in 
shaping places through responsive 
design.

BOYLE + SUMMERS
Canute Chambers, Canute Road
Southampton S014 3AB
T 02380 63 1432/ 07824 698033
C Richard Summers
E Richard@boyleandsummers.co.uk
w www.boyleandsummers.co.uk
Space-shapers, place-makers, 
street designers and development 
promoters. Value generators, team 
workers and site finders. Strategists, 
pragmatists, specialists and generalists. 
Visioneers, urbanists, architects and 
masterplanners.

BROADwAY MALYAn
3 weybridge Business park
Addlestone Road, weybridge,
Surrey kT15 2Bw
T 01932 845599
C Jeff nottage
E j.nottage@broadwaymalyan.com
w www.broadwaymalyan.com
We are an international interdisciplinary 
practice which believes in the value of 
place-making-led masterplans that are 
rooted in local context.

BROCk CARMiCHAEL ARCHiTECTS
19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
T 0151 242 6222
C Michael Cosser
E office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Masterplans and development briefs. 
Mixed use and brownfield regeneration 
projects. Design in historic and sensitive 
settings. Integrated landscape design.

BDp
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell
London EC1V 4LJ
T 020 7812 8000
C nick Edwards
E nick.edwards@bdp.com
w www.bdp.co.uk
BDP offers town planning, 
masterplanning, urban design, 
landscape, regeneration and 
sustainability studies, and has teams 
based in London, Manchester and 
Belfast.

CARTER JOnAS
One Chapel place
London w1G 0BG
T 020 7518 3226 
C Johnny Clayton
E johnny.clayton@carterjonas.co.uk
w www.carterjonas.co.uk/
masterplanning-and-urban-design
Multidisciplinary practice working 
throughout the UK with dedicated 
masterplanning studio: specialises 
in urban design and masterplanning, 
place-making, new settlements and 
urban extensions, urban regeneration, 
sustainability and community 
consultation. 

CHApMAn TAYLOR LLp
10 Eastbourne Terrace
London w2 6LG
T 020 7371 3000
E ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
w www.chapmantaylor.com
MAnCHESTER
Bass warehouse, 4 Castle Street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4LZ
T 0161 828 6500
E ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international 
firm of architects and urban designers 
specialising in mixed use city centre 
regeneration and transport projects 
throughout the world. 

CiTY iD
23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5An
T 0117 917 7000
C Mike Rawlinson
E mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
w cityid.co.uk
Place branding and marketing vision 
masterplanning, urban design, public 
realm strategies, way finding and 
legibility strategies, information design 
and graphics.

CORSTORpHinE & wRiGHT
One Mortimer Street
London w1T 3JA
T 020 7842 0820
C Jonathan Tarbatt
E jtarbatt@cw-architects.co.uk
w www.corstorphine-wright.com
An award-winning AJ 100 top 25 
architectural practice with 11 design 
studios across the UK and Ireland.  
We have a unique reputation – 
combining creative excellence and 
commercial awareness.

CSA EnViROnMEnTAL
Dixies Barns, High Street
Ashwell SG7 5nT
T 01462 743647
C Clive Self
E ashwell@csaenvironmental.co.uk
w www.csaenvironmental.co.uk
Delivering masterplanning, design 
coding and implementations. Specialist 
knowledge across landscape, ecology, 
archaeology and urbanism leading 
to well-presented, high quality, 
commercially aware schemes.

DAp ARCHiTECTURE 
3-5 Hospital Approach
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 7FA
T 01245 440302
C Richard Maloney
E studio@daparchitecture.co.uk
w www.daparchitecture.co.uk
We provide a comprehensive range 
of consultancy services relating to 
architectural, interior and urban design.

DAR
74 wigmore Street
London, w1U 2SQ
T 020 7962 1333
C Robyn Gilmour
E robyn.gilmour@dar.com
w www.dar.com
Dar is a leading international 
multidisciplinary consultant in 
urban design, planning, landscape, 
engineering, architecture, project 
management, transportation and 
economics. The founding member of 
Dar Group, we are 10,000 strong in 40 
offices worldwide.

DAViD LOCk ASSOCiATES LTD
50 north Thirteenth Street
Central Milton keynes
Milton keynes Mk9 3Bp
T 01908 666276
C Simon pugh
E spugh@davidlock.com
w www.davidlock.com
David Lock Associates is an award-
winning independent town planning, 
urban design and masterplanning 
consultancy with over 30 years of 
experience providing expert advice to 
the development industry.

DEFinE
Unit 6, 133-137 newhall Street
Birmingham B3 1SF
T 0121 237 1901
C Andy williams
E enquiries@wearedefine.com
w www.wearedefine.com
Define specialises in the promotion, 
shaping and assessment of 
development. Our work focuses on 
strategic planning, masterplanning, 
urban design codes, EIA, TVIA, estate 
strategies, public realm design, 
consultation strategies, urban design 
audits and expert witness.

DESiGn BY pOD
99 Galgate, Barnard Castle
Co Durham DL12 8ES
T 01833 696600
C Andy Dolby
E andy@designbypod.co.uk
Masterplanning, site appraisal, layout 
and architectural design. Development 
frameworks, urban regeneration, design 
codes, briefs and design and access 
statements. 

EnViROnMEnTAL DiMEnSiOn 
pARTnERSHip 
Tithe Barn, Barnsley park Estate
Barnsley, Cirencester GL7 5EG
T 01285 740427
C peter widdrington
E peterw@edp-uk.co.uk
w www.edp-uk.co.uk
EDP provides independent 
environmental planning and design 
advice to landowners, and property 
and energy sector clients throughout 
the UK from offices in the Cotswolds, 
Shrewsbury and Cardiff.

FABRik LTD
1st Floor Studio
4-8 Emerson Street
London SE1 9DU
T 0207 620 1453 
C Johnny Rath
E johnny@fabrikuk.com
w www.fabrikuk.com
We are a firm of landscape architects, 
landscape planners, urban designers 
and arboriculturists based in Alton and 
London.

FARRELLS
7 Hatton Street, London nw8 8pL
T 020 7258 3433
C katerina karaga
E enquiries@terryfarrell.co.uk
w www.farrells.com
Architectural, urban design, planning 
and masterplanning services. New 
buildings, refurbishment, conference/
exhibition centres and visitor attractions.

FAULknERBROwnS
Dobson House, northumbrian way
newcastle upon Tyne nE12 6Qw
T 0191 268 3007
C Ben Sykes
E b.sykes@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
w www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
FaulknerBrowns is a regionally-based 
architectural design practice with a 
national and international reputation 
in masterplanning, offices, healthcare, 
commercial mixed use, industrial and 
residential. 

FERiA URBAniSM
Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA
T 01202 548676
C Richard Eastham
E info@feria-urbanism.eu
w www.feria-urbanism.eu
Expertise in urban planning, 
masterplanning and public participation. 
Specialisms include design for the 
night time economy, urban design 
skills training and local community 
engagement.

FLETCHER pRiEST ARCHiTECTS
Middlesex House
34/42 Cleveland Street
London w1T 4JE
T 020 7034 2200
F 020 7637 5347
C Jonathan kendall
E london@fletcherpriest.com
w www.fletcherpreist.com
Work ranges from city-scale masterplans 
(Stratford City, Riga) to architectural 
commissions for high-profile 
professional clients.

FOwLER ARCHiTECTURE 
& pLAnninG LTD
39 High Street, pewsey
Marlborough
wiltshire Swn9 5AF
T 01672 569 444
E enquiries@faap.co.uk
w www.faap.co.uk
We are a family-run practice of 
architects, town planners and urban 
designers with over 35 years of 
experience creating luxury family homes 
across the South of England.

FpCR EnViROnMEnT
& DESiGn LTD
Lockington Hall, Lockington
Derby DE74 2RH
T 01509 672772
C Tim Jackson
E tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
w www.fpcr.co.uk
Integrated design and environmental 
practice. Specialists in masterplanning, 
urban and mixed use regeneration, 
development frameworks, EIAs and 
public inquiries.

FRAMEwORk ARCHiTECTURE AnD 
URBAn DESiGn
3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane
Burton waters, Lincoln Ln1 2wn
T 01522 535383
C Gregg wilson
E info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
w www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
Architecture and urban design. A 
commitment to the broader built 
environment and the particular dynamic 
of a place and the design opportunities 
presented.
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GARSDALE DESiGn LiMiTED
High Branthwaites, Frostrow
Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5JR
T 015396 20875
C Derrick Hartley
E info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
w www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
GDL provides masterplanning and 
urban design, architecture and heritage 
services developed through 25 years 
wide ranging experience in the UK and 
Middle East.

GiLLESpiES
LOnDOn
1 St John’s Square
London EC1M 4DH
T 0207 251 2929
C Jim Diggle
E jim.diggle@gillespies.co.uk
MAnCHESTER
westgate House
44 Hale Road, Hale
Cheshire wA14 2EX
T 0161 928 7715
C Jim Fox
E jim.fox@gillespies.co.uk
w www.gillespies.co.uk
Offices also based in Oxford, Leeds  
and Moscow
Gillespies is a leading international 
multidisciplinary design practice 
specialising in urban design, 
masterplanning, strategic planning, 
design guidelines, public realm design, 
landscape design and environmental 
assessments.

GLEn HOwELLS ARCHiTECTS
LOnDOn
Middlesex House, 34–42 Cleveland 
Street, London w1T 4JE
T 020 7407 9915
C Jack pritchard
communications@glennhowells.co.uk 
BiRMinGHAM
321 Bradford Street
Birmingham, B5 6ET
C 0121 666 7640
w www.glennhowells.co.uk
Clear thinking designers, exploring ideas 
of making buildings and places that 
improve people’s lives.

GLOBE COnSULTAnTS LTD
The Tithe Barn, Greestone place
 Lincoln Ln2 1pp
T 01522 563 515
C phil Scrafton
E enquiry@globelimited.co.uk
w www.globelimited.co.uk
 A team of highly experienced and 
qualified development and town 
planning specialists, providing practical 
and effective advice and services 
throughout the UK.

GM DESiGn ASSOCiATES LTD
22 Lodge Road, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry BT52 1nB
northern ireland
T 028 703 56138
C Bill Gamble
E bill.gamble@g-m-design.co.uk
w www.g-m-design.com
Architecture, town and country planning, 
urban design, landscape architecture, 
development frameworks and briefs, 
feasibility studies, sustainability 
appraisals, public participation and 
community engagement.

HOk inTERnATiOnAL LTD
Qube, 90 whitfield Street
London w1T 4EZ
T 020 7636 2006
C John prevc
E john.prevc@hok.com
w www.hok.com
HOK delivers design of the highest 
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading 
architectural practices, offering 
experienced people in a diverse range of 
building types, skills and markets.

HUSkiSSOn BROwn ASSOCiATES
17 Upper Grosvenor Road
Tunbridge wells, kent Tn1 2DU
T 01892 527828
C nicola Brown
E office@huskissonbrown.co.uk
w www.huskissonbrown.co.uk
Landscape consultancy offering 
masterplanning, streetscape and 
urban park design, estate restoration, 
environmental impact assessments.

HTA DESiGn LLp
78 Chamber Street, London E1 8BL
T 020 7485 8555
C Simon Bayliss
E simon.bayliss@hta.co.uk
w www.hta.co.uk
HTA Design LLP is a multi-disciplinary 
practice of architecture, landscape 
design, planning, urban design, 
sustainability, graphic design and 
communications based in London and 
Edinburgh, specialising in regeneration.

iBi GROUp
One Didsbury point, 2 The Avenue
Didsbury, Manchester M20 2EY 
T 0161 696 4980 
C Fiona Barker
w www.ibigroup.com
We are a globally integrated urban 
design, planning, architecture, town 
planning, masterplanning, landscape 
architecture, engineering and 
technology practice.

iCEni pROJECTS
Da Vinci House
44 Saffron Hill
London EC1n 8FH
T 020 3640 8508
C paul Drew
E pdrew@iceniprojects.com
w www.iceniprojects.com
Iceni Projects is a planning and 
development consultancy with an 
innovative and commercially-minded 
approach aimed at delivering success.

iDp GROUp
27 Spon Street
Coventry CV1 3BA
T 024 7652 7600
C Ben Flippance
E bflippance@idpgroup.com
w www.weareidp.com
We are IDP. We enhance daily life 
through architecture. We use design 
creativity, logic, collaboration and 
pragmatism to realise places and space. 
Ideas, delivered.

JACOBS
2nd Floor Cottons Centre
Cottons Lane
London SE1 2QG
T 0203 980 2000
C nivedita Vijayan
E nivedita.vijayan@jacobs.com
w www.jacobs.com
We provide end-to-end innovative 
solutions for a more connected 
sustainable world. 

JB pLAnninG ASSOCiATES
Chells Manor, Chells Lane
Stevenage, Herts SG2 7AA
T 01438 312130
C John Boyd
E john.boyd@jbplanning.com
w www.jbplanning.com
JB Planning Associates is an 
independent firm of chartered town 
planning consultants and urban 
designers, providing expert advice 
and design solutions to land owners 
and developers on site promotion and 
development.

JTp
LOnDOn
Unit 5, The Rum warehouse
pennington Street
London E1w 2Ap
T 020 7017 1780
C Marcus Adams
E info@jtp.co.uk
EDinBURGH
2nd Floor Venue Studios, 15-21
Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DL
T 0131 272 2762
C Alan Stewart
E info@jtp.co.uk
w www.jtp.co.uk
JTP is an international place-
making practice of architects and 
masterplanners, specialising in 
harnessing human energy to create new 
places and breathe life into existing 
ones.

kAY ELLiOTT
5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay
Devon TQ1 2Jp
T 01803 213553
C Richard Maddock
E richard.maddock@kayelliott.co.uk
w www.kayelliott.co.uk
International studio with 30 year history 
of imaginative architects and urban 
designers, creating buildings and places 
that enhance their surroundings and add 
financial value.

LAMBERT SMiTH HAMpTOn
Uk House, 180 Oxford Street
London w1D 1nn
T 020 7198 2000
C Colin pullan
E cpullan@lsh.co.uk
w www.lsh.co.uk
How things work and look matter. 
LSH knit together commercial urban 
design advice and skills to deliver better 
places and built environments, ensuring 
enduring value. 

LAViGnE LOnSDALE LTD
TRURO 
22 Lemon Street, Truro 
Cornwall TR1 2LS
T 01872 273118
C Martyn Lonsdale
E info@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
BATH
First Floor Stable Block
newton St Loe
Bath BA2 9BR
T 01225 421539
w www.lavigne.co.uk
We are an integrated practice of 
masterplanners, urban designers, 
landscape architects and product 
designers. Experienced in large 
scale, mixed use and residential 
masterplanning, health, education, 
regeneration, housing, parks, public 
realm and streetscape design.

LDA DESiGn
LOnDOn
209-215 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 8nL
T 020 7467 1470
C Mark williams
mark.williams@lda-design.co.uk
w www.lda-design.co.uk
GLASGOw
Sovereign House 
158 west Regent Street
Glasgow G2 4RL
T 0141 2229780
C kirstin Taylor
E kirstin.taylor@lda-design.co.uk
Offices throughout the Uk
We are an independent consultancy 
helping clients create places where 
people belong. We provide landscape-
led masterplanning, design and planning 
services to developers, landowners, 
communities, universities and 
government.

LEViTT BERnSTEin
ASSOCiATES LTD
Thane Studios, 2-4 Thane Villas
London n7 7pA
T 020 7275 7676
C Glyn Tully
E post@levittbernstein.co.uk
w www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Urban design, masterplanning, full 
architectural service, lottery grant bid 
advice, interior design, urban renewal 
consultancy and landscape design.

LHC URBAn DESiGn
Design Studio, Emperor way, Exeter 
Business park, Exeter, Devon EX1 3QS
T 01392 444334
C paul Osborne
E posborne@lhc.net
w www.lhc.net
Urban designers, architects and 
landscape architects, providing an 
integrated approach to strategic 
visioning, regeneration, urban renewal, 
masterplanning and public realm 
projects. Creative, knowledgeable, 
practical, passionate.

LiCHFiELDS
The Minster Building, 21 Mincing Lane
London EC3R 7AG
T 020 7837 4477
C nick Thompson
E nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
w www.nlpplanning.com
Also at newcastle upon Tyne and 
Cardiff
Urban design, masterplanning, 
heritage/conservation, visual appraisal, 
regeneration, daylight/sunlight 
assessments, public realm strategies.

LiZ LAkE ASSOCiATES
Unit 1, The Exchange 9 Station Road 
Stansted, Essex CM24 8AG
T 01279 647044
C  Sean Vessey
E office@lizlake.com
w www.lizlake.com
We undertake rapid area analysis & 
urban visual impact assessment to 
contribute to the design development 
of a project. We work in multidisciplinary 
teams on the cohesive development of 
buildings, spaces and landscapes to 
produce the best-quality public realm 
environments.
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LUC
250 waterloo Road
London SE1 8RD
T 0207 383 8472
C Adrian wikeley
E urbandesign@landuse.co.uk
w www.landuse.co.uk
Offices also in Bristol, Manchester, 
Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Urban regeneration, landscape 
design, masterplanning, sustainable 
development, environmental planning, 
environmental assessment, landscape 
planning and management. 

MACE GROUp
155 Moorgate
London, EC2M 6XB
T 020 3522 3000
C kevin Radford
E kevin.radford@macegroup.com
w www.macegroup.com
An adventurous and innovative 
company offering urban design and 
masterplanning services as part of 
the consulting arm of the business 
and alongside its Development, 
Construction and Operational Services. 

METiS COnSULTAnTS LTD
4th Floor Spencer House
23 Sheen Road, Richmond
London Tw9 1Bn
T 020 8948 0249
C Luke Meechan
E info@metisconsultants.co.uk
w www.metisconsultants.co.uk
Our team of talented engineers and 
architects deliver exceptional quality 
schemes, on time and on budget. Our 
track record of creating flagship healthy 
streets, town centre renewals, low 
emission neighbourhoods and cycleway 
schemes is unrivalled.

METROpOLiS pLAnninG  
AnD DESiGn
4 Underwood Row
London n1 7LQ
T 020 7324 2662
C Greg Cooper
E info@metropolis.com
w ww.metropolispd.com
Metropolitan urban design solutions 
drawn from a multi-disciplinary studio 
of urban designers, architects, planners 
and heritage architects.

METROpOLiTAn wORkSHOp
14-16 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6DG
T 020 7566 0450
C David prichard/neil Deeley
E info@metwork.co.uk
w www.metwork.co.uk
Metropolitan Workshop has experience 
in urban design, land use planning, 
regeneration and architecture in the 
UK, Eire and Norway. Recent projects: 
Ballymun Dublin, Durham Millennium 
Quarter, Adamstown District Centre 
Dublin, Bjorvika Waterfront.

nASH pARTnERSHip
23a Sydney Buildings
Bath, Somerset BA2 6BZ
T 01225 442424
C Donna Fooks-Bale
E dfooks-bale@nashpartnership.com
w www.nashpartnership.com
Nash Partnership is an architecture, 
planning, urban design, conservation 
and economic regeneration consultancy 
based in Bath and Bristol.

nEAVES URBAniSM
London
T 020 8194 0111
C katy neaves
E katy@neavesurbanism.co.uk
w www.neavesurbanism.co.uk
We are an independent townscape and 
urban design consultancy that works 
throughout the UK and provides expert 
advice during the design development 
process.

nEw MASTERpLAnninG 
107 Bournemouth Road
poole, Dorset BH14 9HR
T 01202 742228
C Andy ward
E office@newMasterplanning.com
w www.newMasterplanning.com
Our skills combine strategic planning 
with detailed implementation, design 
flair with economic rigour, independent 
thinking with a partnership approach.

niCHOLAS pEARSOn ASSOCiATES
The Farm House, Church Farm Business 
park, Corston, Bath BA2 9Ap 
T 01225 876990
C Jamie Farnell
E jamie.farnell@npaconsult.co.uk
w www.npaconsult.co.uk
Masterplanning, public realm design, 
streetscape analysis, concept and detail 
designs. Also full landscape architecture 
service, EIA, green infrastructure, 
ecology and biodiversity, environmental 
planning and management.

ninETEEn 47
Unit 4, innovative Mews
Lake View Drive, Sherwood park
nottingham nG15 0EA
T 0330 818 947
C Richard walshaw
E info@nineteen47.co.uk
w nineteen47.co.uk 
Chartered town planners and urban 
designers

nODE URBAn DESiGn
33 Holmfield Road
Leicester LE2 1SE
T 0116 2708742
C nigel wakefield
E nwakefield@nodeurbandesign.com
w www.nodeurbandesign.com
An innovative team of urban design, 
landscape and heritage consultants who 
believe that good design adds value. 
Providing sustainable urban design 
and masterplan solutions at all scales 
of development with a focus on the 
creation of a sense of place.

nOVELL TULLETT
The Studio, Home Farm
Barrow Court Lane, Barrow Gurney
Bristol BS48 3Rw
T 01275 462476
C Simon Lindsley
E bristol@novelltullett.co.uk
w www.novelltullett.co.uk
Urban design, landscape architecture 
and environmental planning.

OpTiMiSED EnViROnMEnTS
OpEn 
Quartermile Two 
2nd Floor, 2 Lister Square 
Edinburgh EH3 9GL
T 0131 221 5920 
C pol MacDonald
E info@op-en.co.uk
w www.optimisedenvironments.com
A multidisciplinary design company 
encompassing masterplanning, urban
design, landscape architecture, and 
architecture, with depth of experience
at all scales, from tight urban situations 
to regional landscapes. We work in the 
UK and overseas.

ORiGin3
23 westfield park, Redland
Bristol BS6 6LT
T 0117 927 3281
C Emily Esfahani
E info@origin3.co.uk
w www.origin3.co.uk
Planning and urban design consultancy

OUTERSpACE
The Boathouse, 27 Ferry Road
Teddington Tw11 9nn
T 020 8973 0070
C Richard Broome
E rbroome@outerspaceuk.com
w www.outerspaceuk.com
At Outerspace our designers strive 
to create places for the ‘everyday’, 
balancing creativity with practicality, 
working closely with our clients and 
communities to create better places for 
people and nature.

pEGASUS GROUp
5 The priory, Old London Road, Canwell
Sutton Coldfield B75 5SH
T 0333 0161 777
C Michael Carr
E enquries@pegasuspg.co.uk
w www.pegasuspg.co.uk
Offices thoughout the Uk
Masterplanning, detailed layout and 
architectural design, design and 
access statements, design codes, 
sustainable design, development briefs, 
development frameworks, expert 
witness, community involvement and 
sustainability appraisal. 

pETER STEwART COnSULTAnCY
Somerset House, Strand
London EC1M 6EJ
T 020 7250 1120
E mail@pscpa.co.uk
w www.pscpa.co.uk
Peter Stewart Consultancy provides 
expert advice in the fields of 
architecture, urban design, townscape 
and the historic environment.

pHiLip CAVE ASSOCiATES
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EJ
T 020 7250 0077
C philip Cave
E principal@philipcave.com
w www.philipcave.com
Design-led practice with innovative yet 
practical solutions to environmental 
opportunities in urban regeneration. 
Specialist expertise in landscape 
architecture.

pHiL JOnES ASSOCiATES
Seven House, High Street
Longbridge, Birmingham B31 2UQ
T 0121 475 0234
C nigel Millington
E nigel@philjonesassociates.co.uk
w www.philjonesassociates.co.uk
One of the UK’s leading independent 
transport specialists offering the 
expertise to deliver high quality, viable 
developments which are design-led 
and compliant with urban design best 
practice.

pLACE BY DESiGn
Unit C, Baptist Mills Court
Bristol BS5 0FJ
T 01179 517 053
C Charley Burrough
E info@placebydesign.co.uk
w placebydesign.co.uk
Urban Design and architectural 
practice working with some of the 
biggest developers in the country, 
we are involved in projects from 
conception to technical drawing and 
construction, producing masterplans 
and visualisations to support successful 
planning applications.

pLACE-MAkE
Alexander House, 40a wilbury way
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 0Ap
T  01462 510099
C David Edwards
E dedwards@place-make.com
w www.place-make.com
A Chartered Practice of architects and 
urban designers operating across the 
UK and internationally. Underpinning 
every project is a commitment to viable 
and sustainable design and a passion 
for places. 

pLAniT-iE
2 Back Grafton Street
Altrincham, Cheshire wA14 1DY
T 0161 928 9281
C peter Swift
E info@planit-ie.com
w www.planit-ie.com
Design practice specialising in the 
creation of places and shaping of 
communities. Our Urban Designers work 
at all scales from regeneration strategies 
and conceptual masterplans through to 
Design Codes – making environments, 
neighbourhoods and spaces for people 
to enjoy.

pLAnninG AnD DESiGn GROUp 
(Uk) LTD
pure Offices, Lake View Drive
nottinghamnG15 0DT
T 01623726256
C Richard Hall 
E richard.hall@panddg.co.uk
w www. panddg.co.uk
Providing innovation and creativity 
and a range of consultant services in 
the fields of Planning, Urban Design, 
Masterplanning and Heritage through 
dedication, hard work and research.

pLAnninG DESiGn pRACTiCE
4 woburn House, Vernon Gate
Derby DE1 1UL
T 01332 347 371
C Scott O’Dell
E Scott@planningdesign.co.uk
w www.planningdesign.co.uk
We are a multi-disciplinary practice 
offering services in planning, 
architecture and urban design who seek 
to create better places.

pOLLARD THOMAS EDwARDS 
ARCHiTECTS
Diespeker wharf, 38 Graham Street
London n1 8JX
T 020 7336 7777
C Robin Saha-Choudhury
E robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
w www.pollardthomasedwards.co.uk
Masterplanners, urban designers, 
developers, architects, listed building 
and conservation area designers; 
specialising in inner city mixed use high 
density regeneration.

pRO ViSiOn 
The Lodge, Highcroft Road
winchester SO22 5GU
T 01794 368698
C Hatem nabih
E hatemn@pro-vision.co.uk
w www.pvprojects.com
A practice of integrated development 
consultants covering town planning, 
architecture, urban design and heritage, 
we provide carefully designed, context 
driven and client focused plans and 
buildings.
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pRp ARCHiTECTS
10 Lindsey Street
London EC1A 9Hp
T 020 7653 1200
C Vicky naysmith
E london@prp-co.uk
w www.prp-co.uk
Architects, planners, urban designers 
and landscape architects, specialising 
in housing, urban regeneration, health, 
education and leisure projects.

RAnDALL THORp
Beehive Lofts, Jersey Street
Manchester M4 6JG
T 0161 228 7721
C Dick Longdin
E dlongdinl@randallthorp.co.uk
w www.randallthorp.co.uk
Masterplanning for new developments 
and settlements, infrastructure design 
and urban renewal, design guides and 
design briefing, public participation.

RE-FORM LAnDSCApE 
ARCHiTECTURE
Tower works, Globe Road
Leeds LS11 5QG
T 0113 245 4695 
C Guy Denton
E info@re-formlandscape.com
w www.re-formlandscape.com
re-form specialises in creating enduring, 
sustainable designs which create a 
sense of identity, support the local 
economy and inspire communities.

RpS COnSULTinG SERViCES
Lakesbury House, Hiltingdon Road
Chandlers Ford SO53 5SS
T 02380 810440
C Jonathan Stewart
E jonathan.stewart@rpsgroup.com
w www.rpsgroup.com
RPS Consulting Services are a leading 
multi-disciplinary development 
consultancy providing specialist 
advice across a range of core services 
including Planning, Urban Design, 
Masterplanning, Heritage and Transport.

RiCHARD REiD & ASSOCiATES
whitely Farm, ide Hill
Sevenoaks Tn14 6BS
T 01732 741417
C Richard Reid
E rreid@richardreid.co.uk
w www.richardreid.co.uk
Award winning practice specialising 
in urban design, mixed use high 
density projects, townscape design 
and regeneration, sustainable 
masterplanning and environmental 
education.

RYDER ARCHiTECTURE
Cooper’s Studios 
14-18 westgate Road
newcastle upon Tyne nE1 3nn
T 0191 269 5454
C Cathy Russell
E CRussell@ryderarchitecture.com
w www.ryderarchitecture.com
Offices in London,Glasgow, Liverpool 
Hong kong, Vancouver, Amsterdam
Our core specialisms include 
architecture, urban design, placemaking, 
stakeholder and community 
engagement, planning, interiors and 
heritage. 

SAViLLS URBAn DESiGn
33 Margaret Street
London w1G 0JD
T 020 3320 8242
w www.savills.com
SOUTHAMpTOn
2 Charlotte place,
Southampton SO14 0TB
T 02380 713900
C peter Frankum
E pfrankum@savills.com
Offices throughout the world
Savills Urban Design creates value 
from places and places of value. 
masterplanning, urban design, design 
coding, urban design advice, planning, 
commercial guidance.

SCOTT TALLOn wALkER 
ARCHiTECTS
19 Merrion Square, Dublin O2 VR80
T 00 353 1 669 3000
C philip Jackson
E mail@stwarchitects.com
w www.stwarchitects.com
Award winning international practice 
covering all aspects of architecture, 
urban design and planning.

SCOTT wORSFOLD ASSOCiATES
The Studio, 22 Ringwood Road
Longham, Dorset BH22 9An
T 01202 580902
C Gary worsfold / Alister Scott
E gary@sw-arch.com
 alister@sw-arch.com
www.garyworsfoldarchitecture.co.uk
An award winning practice of chartered 
architects, urban designers and experts 
in conservation, all with exceptional 
graphic skills and an enviable record in 
planning consents.

SHAFFREY ASSOCiATES
29 Lower Ormond Quay
Dublin 01 H299
T +353 1872 5602
C patrick Shaffrey
E studio@shaffrey.ie
The practice has undertaken 
architectural, urban design and planning 
projects throughout Ireland and possess 
a wide knowledge of Irish towns and 
cities. 

SHEiLS FLYnn 
Bank House High Street, Docking
kings Lynn pE31 8nH
T 01485 518304
C Eoghan Sheils
E norfolk@sheilsflynn.com
w www.sheilsflynn.com
Award winning town centre regeneration 
schemes, urban strategies and design 
guidance. Specialists in community 
consultation and team facilitation.

SHEpHEARD EpSTEin HUnTER
phoenix Yard, 65 king’s Cross Road
London wC1X 9Lw
T 020 7841 7500
C Steven pidwill
E stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk
w www.seh.co.uk
SEH is a user-friendly, award-winning 
architects firm, known for its work in 
regeneration, education, housing, 
masterplanning, mixed use and 
healthcare projects.

SHEppARD ROBSOn
77 parkway, Camden Town
London nw1 7pU
T 020 7504 1700
C Charles Scott
charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
w www.sheppardrobson.com
MAnCHESTER
27th Floor, City Tower, piccadilly plaza
Manchester M1 4BD
T 0161 233 8900
Planners, urban designers and 
architects. Strategic planning, urban 
regeneration, development planning, 
town centre renewal, new settlement 
planning.

SMEEDEn FOREMAn 
Somerset House, Low Moor Lane
Scotton, knaresborough HG5 9JB
T 01423 863369
C Mark Smeeden
E office@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
w www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Ecology, landscape architecture 
and urban design. Environmental 
assessment, detail design, contract 
packages and site supervision.

STEn ARCHiTECTURE
The Studio, Harrison Street
wakefield wF1 1pS
T 01924 950985
C nicola Jones
E nicola@sten-architecture.co.uk
w www.sten-architecture.co.uk
Sten architecture is a practice of 
architects, urban designers, architectural 
technicians and visualisers. We have 
extensive experience in masterplanning, 
urban design and the delivery of 
successful architectural projects.

STUDiO pARTinGTOn
Unit G, Reliance wharf
Hertford Road, London n1 5Ew
T 020 7241 7770
C Richard partington
E info@studiopartington.co.uk
w www.studiopartington.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail, education, 
sustainability and commercial projects 
that take a responsible approach to the 
environment and resources.

STUDiO | REAL
Oxford Centre for innovation
new Road, Oxford OX1 1BY
T 01865 261461
C Roger Evans
E revans@studioreal.co.uk
w www.studioreal.co.uk
Urban regeneration, quarter 
frameworks and design briefs, town 
centre strategies, movement in towns, 
masterplanning and development 
economics.
TApESTRY
Studio D, Main Yard Studios
90 wallis Road, London E9 5Ln
T 020 3882 1495
C paul Reynolds
E paul@tapestry.studio
w www.tapestry.studio
Tapestry is an urbanism consultancy 
focused on delivering high quality place-
making through landscape-led planning 
and design services across a range and 
scales and sectors. We believe success 
comes through collaboration.

TEp – THE EnViROnMEnT 
pARTnERSHip
Genesis Centre
Birchwood Science park
warrington wA3 7BH
T 01925 844004
C Graeme Atherton
E graemeatherton@tep.uk.com
GATESHEAD
Office 26, Gateshead international 
Business Centre
Mulgrave Terrace
Gateshead nE8 1An
T 0191 605 3340
E gateshead@tep.uk.com
CORnwALL
4 park noweth
Churchtown, Cury
Helston TR12 7Bw
T 01326 240081
E cornwall@tep.uk.com
w www.tep.uk.com
TEP provides independent planning and 
design advice with a strong emphasis 
on personal service. Our award-winning 
multi-disciplinary team has a track 
record of delivering complex projects 
for private, public and voluntary sector 
clients. 

TEREnCE O’ROURkE 
7 Heddon Street
London w1B 4BD
T 020 3664 6755
C ian platt
E ian.platt@torltd.co.uk
w www.torltd.co.uk
Award-winning planning, design and 
environmental practice.

TETRA TECH
Quay west at MediaCityUk
Trafford wharf Road, Trafford park
Manchester M17 1HH
T 0161 696 7216
C Andrew Clarke
E andrew.clarke@tetratech.com
w www.tetratech.com
Offices throughout the Uk
Creative urban design and 
masterplanning with a contextual 
approach to place-making and a 
concern for environmental, social and 
economic sustainability.

THE TERRA FiRMA COnSULTAnCY
Suite B, ideal House, Bedford Road,
petersfield, Hampshire GU32 3QA
T 01730 262040
C Lionel Fanshawe
contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.com
w www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Independent landscape architectural 
practice with considerable urban design 
experience at all scales from EIA to 
project delivery throughout UK and 
overseas.

THE pAUL HOGARTH COMpAnY 
Bankhead Steading, Bankhead Road
South Queensferry EH30 9TF
T 0131 331 4811 
C James Hennessey
E james@paulhogarth.com
w www.paulhogarth.com
The Paul Hogarth Company is a long 
established and passionate team of 
landscape architects, urban designers 
and planners that puts people at the 
heart of place-making. 
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THRiVE
Building 300, The Grange
Romsey Road, Michelmersh
Romsey SO51 0AE
T 01794 367703
C Gary Rider
E Gary.Rider@thrivearchitects.co.uk
w  www.thrivearchitects.co.uk
Award winning multi-disciplinary practice 
encompassing architecture, urban 
design, masterplanning, design coding, 
regeneration, development frameworks, 
sustainable design/planning and 
construction. Residential and retirement 
care specialists.

TiBBALDS pLAnninG & URBAn 
DESiGn
19 Maltings place, 169 Tower Bridge 
Road, London SE1 3JB
T 020 7089 2121
C katja Stille
E mail@tibbalds.co.uk
w www.tibbalds.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
designers, architects and planners. 
Provides expertise from concept 
to implementation in regeneration, 
masterplanning, urban design and 
design management to public and 
private sector clients.

TOwn
impact Hub kings Cross, 34B York way
London n1 9AB
T 0207 887 2989
C neil Murphy
E hello@wearetown.co.uk
w www.wearetown.co.uk
TOWN is a development company. We 
plan and deliver new pieces of town: 
homes, streets and neighbourhoods. 
Our purpose is to make places people 
love.

TOwnSCApE SOLUTiOnS
208 Lightwoods Hill, Smethwick
west Midlands B67 5EH
T 0121 429 6111
C kenny Brown
E kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
w www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Specialist urban design practice offering 
a wide range of services including 
masterplans, site layouts, design briefs, 
design and access statements, expert 
witness and 3D illustrations.

TURLEY
10th Floor, 1 new York Street
Manchester M1 4HD
C Stephen Taylor (north)
T 0161 233 7676
E stephen.taylor@turley.co.uk
C Craig Becconsall (South)
T 0118 902 2830
w www.turley.co.uk
Offices throughout the Uk.
Integrated urban design, 
masterplanning, sustainability and 
heritage services provided at all project 
stages and scales of development. 
Services include visioning, townscape 
analysis, design guides and public realm 
resolution.

TwEED nUTTALL wARBURTOn
Chapel House, City Road
Chester CH1 3AE
T 01244 310388
C John Tweed
E entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
w www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Architecture and urban design, 
masterplanning. Urban waterside 
environments. Community teamwork 
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

UBU DESiGn LTD
7a wintex House
Easton Lane Business park
Easton Lane
winchester SO23 7RQ
T 01962 856008
C Rachel williams
E rachelw@ubu-design.co.uk
w www.ubu-design.co.uk
Ubu Design is an innovative urban 
design and landscape architecture 
practice. We combine creativity with 
understanding to shape development 
and produce designs that are 
considered, viable and inspiring, from 
strategies and frameworks, through 
masterplanning to detailed design.

URBAn DESiGn BOX
The Tobacco Factory
Raleigh Road
Bristol BS3 1TF
T 01179395524 
C Jonathan Vernon-Smith
E info@urbandesignbox.co.uk 
w www.urbandesignbox.co.uk 
We are an integrated masterplanning, 
architecture and urban design service. 
Working nationally, we have designed, 
delivered and completed residential, 
mixed use and commercial projects, 
from sensitive urban infills to strategic 
sites.

URBAn DESiGn SOLUTiOnS LTD
179/19 Gilmore place
Edinburgh EH3 9pw
T 0131 229 1241 
C Leslie Howson
E urbandesignsolutions@virgin.net 
w www.urbandesignsolutionsltd.co.uk 
A small Edinburgh based urban design 
practice, committed to good quality 
environmental design with production 
of innovative, economic and sustainable 
urban design solutions. 

URBAn FLOw
203 westminster Bridge Road, 
northfield Avenue
London SE1 7FR
T 07721 666668 
C Lorna Sewell
E lornasewell13@gmail.com 
w www.urban-flow.co.uk 
We are transport and movement 
experts, blending conventional transport 
planning and traffic engineering 
capability with a strategic appreciation 
of wider aims including placemaking, 
masterplanning and sustainability.

URBAn GRApHiCS
31 Castle Lane
Bedford Mk40 3nT
T 01234 353870
C Bally Meeda 
E info@urban-graphics.co.uk
w www.urban-graphics.co.uk
With over 25 years experience, Urban 
Graphics deliver the tools to secure 
investment, attain planning permissions, 
turn visions into reality and influence the 
regeneration of major projects. 

URBAn GREEn
Ground Floor, The Tower 
Deva City Office park, Trinity way
Manchester M3 7BF
T 0161 312 3131
C Martin king
E martin.king@weareurbangreen.
co.uk
w www.weareurbangreen.co.uk
As designers we create exceptional 
places to maximise the commercial and 
environmental value of sites as well as 
delivering long-term benefits to the wider 
community.

URBAn iMpRinT
16-18 park Green
Macclesfield
Cheshire Sk11 7nA
T 01625 265232
C Bob phillips
E info@urbanimprint.co.uk
w www.www.urbanimprint.co.uk
A multi-disciplinary town planning and 
urban design consultancy dedicated to 
the delivery of high quality development 
solutions working with public, private 
and community organisations.

URBAniST ARCHiTECTURE
2 Little Thames walk
London SE8 3FB
T 0203 793 7878
C Ufuk Bahar
E bahar@urbanistarchitecture.co.uk
w www. urbanistarchitecture.co.uk
Urbanist Architecture is a London-based 
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
chartered architecture and planning 
practice with offices in Greenwich and 
Knightsbridge.

URBAn iniTiATiVES STUDiO
Exmouth House, 3-11 pine Street
London EC1R 0JH
T 0203 567 0715
C Hugo nowell
E h.nowell@uistudio.co.uk
w www.uistudio.co.uk
Urban design, transportation, 
regeneration, development planning.

URBAn MOVEMEnT
Exmouth House, 3-11 pine Street
London EC1R 0JH
T 07977 417 661
C Christopher Martin
E c.martin@urbanmovement.co.uk
w www.urbanmovement.co.uk
We’re urban designers, transport 
planners, landscape architects, and 
traffic engineers who believe in the 
power of better streets and spaces to 
make towns and cities more successful, 
healthy, and enjoyable for everyone.

URBED 
MAnCHESTER
10 Little Lever Street
Manchester M1 1HR
T 0161 200 5500
C Vicky payne
E vicky@urbed.coop
w www.urbed.coop

VinCEnT AnD GORBinG 
Sterling Court, norton Road
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
T 01438 316331
C Richard Lewis
E urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.
co.uk
w www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Masterplanning, design statements, 
character assessments, development 
briefs, residential layouts and urban 
capacity exercises.

wEi YAnG & pARTnERS
33 Cavendish Square
London w1G 0pw
T 020 7182 4936
C Jun Huang
E info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk 
w www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
Award-winning multi-disciplinary 
company driven by a commitment to 
shape more sustainable and liveable 
cities. Specialising in low-carbon city 
development strategies, garden cities 
and communities, urban regeneration, 
urban design, mixed use urban complex 
design and community building 
strategies.

wEST wADDY ARCHADiA
The Malthouse
60 East St. Helen Street
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB
T 01235 523139
C philip waddy
E enquiries@wwa-studios.com
w wwa-studios.com
Experienced and multi-disciplinary team 
of urban designers, architects and town 
planners offering a full range of urban 
design services.

wESTOn wiLLiAMSOn + 
pARTnERS
12 Valentine place
London SE1 8QH
T 020 7401 8877
C Chris williamson
E team@westonwilliamson.com
w www.westonwilliamson.com
Weston Williamson is an award winning 
architectural, urban design and 
masterplanning practice with a wide 
variety of projects in the UK and abroad.

wOOD
LOnDOn
Floor 12, 25 Canada Square 
London E14 5LQ
T 020 3 215 1700
C Jeremy wills
E jeremy.wills@woodplc.com
w woodplc.com
MiDLAnDS 
nicholls House, Homer Close, 
Tachbrook park
Leamington Spa CV34 6TT
T 01926 439000
C David Thompson
E david.thompson@woodplc.com
w woodplc.com 
Wood is an award winning multi-
disciplinary environment, engineering 
and development consultancy with 
offices around the globe. Our core 
UK urban design teams in London 
and Leamington consist of a diverse 
group of professionals with exceptional 
knowledge and skills in place-making. 

wOODS HARDwiCk
15-17 Goldington Road
Bedford Mk40 3nH
T 012134 268862
C Marta Brzezinska
E m.brzezinska@woodshardwick.com
w www.woodshardwick.com
Woods Hardwick is one of the UK’s 
leading multidisciplinary professional 
practices specialising in the built 
environment.

wSp
6 Devonshire Square
London EC2M 4YE
T 020 3116 9371
C Ashley Dunseath
E ashley.dunseath@wsp.com
w www.wsp.com
WSP is a globally recognized 
professional services firm.
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The following universities offer courses 
in Urban Design. 

BiRMinGHAM CiTY UniVERSiTY
School of Architecture and Design
15 Bartholomew Road
Birmingham B5 5JU
T 0121 331 5000
C Lucas Hughes
E lucas.hughes@bcu.ac.uk
w www.bcu.ac.uk 
BA (Hons) Landscape Architecture with 
Urban Design
MA Urban Design
This forward-thinking, exploratory, 
design focused MA, is rooted in a 
deep connection between theory and 
practice.

CARDiFF UniVERSiTY
School of Geography and planning 
and welsh School of Architecture, 
Glamorgan Building, king Edward Vii 
Avenue
Cardiff CF10 3wA
T 029 2087 5607/029 2087 6131
C Aseem inam
E inama1@Cardiff.ac.uk
w www.cardiff.ac.uk 
One year full-time MA in Urban Design.

CARDiFF UniVERSiTY
School of Geography and planning, 
Glamorgan Buildin.king Edward Vii 
Avenue
Cardiff CF10 3wA
T 029 2087 5607/029 2087 6131
C Richard Bower
E bowerr1t@Cardiff.ac.uk
w www.cardiff.ac.uk
One year full-time MSc in International 
Planning and Urban Design.

EDinBURGH SCHOOL OF 
ARCHiTECTURE AnD 
LAnDSCApE ARCHiTECTURE
ECA University of Edinburgh
Lauriston place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
T 0131 651 5786
C Dr Ola Uduku
E o.uduku@ed.ac.uk
w www.ed.ac.uk
Jointly run with Heriot Watt University, 
this M.Sc in Urban Strategies and 
Design focuses on urban design 
practice and theory from a cultural, 
and socio-economic, case-study 
perspective. 

GLASGOw SCHOOL OF ART
Mackintosh School of Architecture
167 Renfrew Street
Glasgow G3 6RQ
T 0141 353 4500
C isabel Deakin
E i.deakin@gsa.ac.uk
w www.gsa.ac.uk
Master of Architecture in: Urban Design 
and Creative Urban Practices; Urban 
Building; Computer Aided Architectural 
Design; and, Energy & Environmental 
Studies.

LEEDS BECkETT UniVERSiTY
The Leeds School of Architecture
City Campus
Leeds LS1 3HE
T 0113 81 22593
C George Epolito
E g.epolito@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
w www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk
Whether you have studied urban design, 
architecture, interdisciplinary design or 
planning, this course will enable you to 
network with practitioners, planners, 
architects and landscape architects 
to explore the role of urban design in 
the city.

LOnDOn SOUTH BAnk UniVERSiTY
Faculty of Law and Social Science
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA
T 0207 815 5877
C Manuela Madeddu
E madeddum@lsbu.ac.uk
w www.lsbu.ac.uk
The MA Urban Design and Planning 
(FT or PT) provides an inter-disciplinary 
approach to urban design and equips 
students with a comprehensive 
understanding of urban design, planning 
and development issues. 

nEwCASTLE UniVERSiTY
School of Architecture, planning 
and Landscape, Claremont Tower 
University of newcastle, newcastle 
upon Tyne nE1 7RU
T 0191 222 6006
C Georgia Giannopoulou
E georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
w www.ncl.ac.uk
The MA in Urban Design brings together 
cross-disciplinary expertise striking 
a balance between methods and 
approaches in environmental design 
and the social sciences in the creation 
of the built environment. 

OXFORD BROOkES UniVERSiTY
Faculty of Technology, Design and 
Environment,  
Headington, Oxford OX3 0Bp
T 01865 483 438 
C  Georgia Butina-watson  

and Regina Lim
E gbutina@brookes.ac.uk
 rlim@brookes.ac.uk
w www.brookes.ac.uk
Diploma in Urban Design, six months 
full time or 18 months part time. MA one 
year full-time or two years part-time.

UniVERSiTY COLLEGE LOnDOn
Development planning Unit
34 Tavistock Square
London wC1H 9EZ
T 020 7679 1111
C Camillo Boano and Catalina Ortiz
E c.boano@ucl.ac.uk 
 catalina.ortiz@ucl.ac.uk
w www.ucl.ac.uk
The DPU programme has a unique focus 
on Urban Design as a transdisciplinary 
and critical practice. 

UniVERSiTY COLLEGE LOnDOn
Bartlett School of planning
22 Gordon Street, London wC1H 0QB
T 020 7679 4797
C Filipa wunderlich
E f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk
w www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk
The MSc/Dipl Urban Design & City 
Planning has a unique focus on the 
interface between urban design & city 
planning. 

UniVERSiTY COLLEGE LOnDOn
Bartlett School of planning
14 Upper woburn place
London wC1H 0nn
T 020 7679 4797
C Matthew Carmona
E m.carmona@ucl.ac.uk
w www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk
The MRes Inter-disciplinary Urban 
Design cuts across urban design 
programmes at The Bartlett, allowing 
students to construct their study in 
a flexible manner and explore urban 
design as a critical arena for advanced 
research and practice. 

UniVERSiTY OF DUnDEE
Town and Regional planning
Tower Building, perth Road
Dundee DD1 4Hn
T 01382 385246 / 01382 385048
C Dr Mohammad Radfar 
 Dr Deepak Gopinath
E m.radfar@dundee.ac.uk
 D.Gopinath@dundee.ac.uk
w www.dundee.ac.uk
The MSc Advanced Sustainable 
Urban Design (RTPI accredited) is a 
unique multidisciplinary practice-led 
programme set in an international 
context (EU study visit) and engaging 
with such themes as landscape 
urbanism, place-making across 
cultures and sustainability evaluation 
as integrated knowledge spheres in the 
creation of sustainable places.

UniVERSiTY OF HUDDERSFiELD
School of Architecture and 3D Design
Queen Street Studios
Huddersfield HD1 3DH
T 01484 472208
C Dr ioanni Delsante
E i.delsante@hud.ac.uk
w www.hud.ac.uk
MA; PgDip; PgCert in Urban Design 
(Full Time or Part Time). 
The MA in Urban Design aims to provide 
students with the essential knowledge 
and skills required to effectively 
intervene in the urban design process; 
develop academic research skills, 
including critical problem-solving and 
reflective practice; facilitate design 
responses to the range of cultural, 
political, socio-economic, historical, 
environmental and spatial factors. 

UniVERSiTY OF MAnCHESTER
School of Environment, Education and 
Development
Humanities Bridgeford Street, 
Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9pL
T 0161 275 2815
C Dr. philip Black
E philip.black@manchester.ac.uk
w www.seed.manchester.ac.uk
MSc Urban Design and International 
Planning (F/T or P/T)
The fully accredited RTPI MSc Urban 
Design and International Planning 
explores the relationship between urban 
design and planning by focusing on 
internationally significant issues. 

UniVERSiTY OF nOTTinGHAM
Department of Architecture and Built 
Environment, University park
nottingham nG7 2RD
T 0115 9513110
C prof Tim Heath
E tim.heath@nottingham.ac.uk
w www.nottingham.ac.uk
Master of Architecture (MArch) in 
Sustainable Urban Design is a research 
and project-based programme which 
aims to assist the enhancement of 
the quality of our cities by bringing 
innovative design with research in 
sustainability.

UniVERSiTY OF SHEFFiELD
School of Architecture, The Arts Tower,
western Bank, Sheffield S10 2Tn
T 0114 222 0341
C Beatrice De Carli and Bobby nisha
E b.a.decarli@sheffield.ac.uk
 b.nisha@sheffield.ac.uk
w www.shef.ac.uk
One year full time MA in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, landscape 
architects and town planners. The 
programme has a strong design focus, 
integrates participation and related 
design processes, and includes 
international and regional applications.

UniVERSiTY OF STRATHCLYDE
Department of Architecture
Urban Design Studies Unit
Level 3, James weir Building
75 Montrose Street, Glasgow G1 1XJ
T 0141 548 4219
C Ombretta Romice
E ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
w www.udsu-strath.com
The Postgraduate Course in Urban 
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma 
and MSc modes. The course is design 
centred and includes input from a variety 
of related disciplines.

UniVERSiTY OF wESTMinSTER
35 Marylebone Road, London nw1 5LS
T 020 7911 5000 ext 66553
C Bill Erickson
E w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
w www.westminster.ac.uk
MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, town 
planners, landscape architects and 
related disciplines. One year full time.

Education 
index

Please see the UDG’s 
website www.udg.org.uk/
directory/courses  
for more details. Simply 
hold your smartphone 
over the QR code whilst 
in camera mode and 
you will be taken to the 
relevant web page.
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the name of the 
roads

When I worked in Birmingham City Council’s 
Architect’s Department in 1969, much of the 
huge council housing production was being 
done in peripheral places not previously 
built upon. Big estates like Chelmsley Wood 
were being built on agricultural fields, and 
Castle Vale on the old Castle Bromwich 
aerodrome. Down the corridor from me 
in Baskerville House were two men whose 
job was the naming of all the new streets 
that were being created. An interesting 
job, which they told me involved a lot of 
negotiation with the Post Office. They often 
worked thematically: so in Chelmsley Wood 
we have cathedral cities (Winchester Drive, 
Durham Croft, Chichester Grove) and the 
bucolic pastoral (Bluebell Drive, Clover 
Avenue, Woodbine Walk). I doubt that they 
ever left the building to do fieldwork on site, 
so I don’t suppose they necessarily followed 
Jake Page’s Law of Severed Continuity, which 
Joel Garreau quotes in his book Edge City. 
This reads ‘You name a place for what is no 
longer there as a result of your actions. So 
one has Foxcrest Farms, for example, where 
no fox will ever again hunt, and no plough 
ever make a furrow worth the name’.

The aerodrome enabled them to develop 
a novel aeronautical theme. So Castle 
Vale has Farnborough Road, Filton Croft, 
Prestwick Road and so on. The tallest of the 
34 tower blocks (only two now remain) was 
Concorde Tower on Hawker Drive, whose 
demolition I helped to facilitate many years 
later. I could be wrong, but I find it hard to 
believe that those two rather prosaic chaps 
perpetrated what I think is a great place-
naming joke. In a Radburn layout at Castle 
Vale there is a pedestrian route called Bader 
Walk, named after the famous legless RAF 
pilot Douglas Bader. This reminds me that 
modifying a Radburn layout, in which the 
address of a house is the name of its pedes-
trian footpath, can be complicated. When 
I ‘deRadburnised’ a 1960s estate in Market 
Drayton, turning the houses back to front, 
half of the houses had to be given a new ad-
dress: much discussion with the Post Office, 
just like those two chaps did long ago.

Street names are odonyms or hodonyms 
(dictionaries seem uncertain), about which 
older Endpiece readers may remember I 
wrote here in 2009. At the time I mistakenly 
believed that the word referred to types of 
street, which I thought made it a very use-
ful word to have: it actually refers to their 
names. The shortest odonym in the UK, ac-
cording to the internet, is Hide, in Beckton 
in east London. This beats the shortest in 
Birmingham, which is AB Row. Appropriate-
ly, both of these streets are also very short. 
AB Row has an interesting 18th century 
origin, deriving its name from its location on 

the boundary between the parishes of Aston 
and Birmingham. The boundary used to be 
marked by an engraved stone, which seems 
to have disappeared since.

There is both pleasure and practical 
benefit to be gained from finding out the 
history behind street names. Knowledge of 
history can contribute to a legibility that 
exists in the dimension of time as well as 
space. The urban designer David Walters, 
then teaching at the University of North 
Carolina in Charlotte, once brought his 
students to Birmingham. They walked to the 
Jewellery Quarter to visit me at my office 
in George Street, and David, who knows his 
colonial history, told me how, when they 
crossed Charlotte Street, he knew that they 
could be only one block away. I admire the 
rationalism of the American system of nam-
ing streets in the grid 1st Street, 2nd Street, 
3rd Street and so on, or Avenue A, Avenue 
B, Avenue C. This makes orientation and the 
judging of travel distance easier, and it may 
enable mnemonics in order to remember 

addresses. But I find these systems lacking 
in place-making qualities, being too ubiq-
uitous and therefore essentially placeless. 
Incidentally, another thing the internet tells 
us is that the most common street name 
in the USA is not 1st Street, but 2nd Street. 
1st Street is in third place, after 3rd Street. 
That’s an odonymic puzzle.•

Joe Holyoak, architect and urban designer

1 A 20th century picture of AB 
Row with the original boundary 
mark

1
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