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I have never been a big fan of New Year
resolutions, but on the 1st January this year I
tweeted a link to an image from the Architectural Review showing a cross-section through
the Barbican development in London. In
doing so I announced that, inspired by what I

saw, this year I would be making a New Year’s
resolution to draw more sections in my work.
Unfortunately, I think I have failed somewhat
in my endeavours as to-date, despite my
best intentions, I can only think of about five
projects where I have managed to produce
one! However, my perhaps hasty promise was
brought to mind recently as I was reading a
classic urban design book published in 1938.
The Culture of Cities is arguably Lewis Mumford's greatest work. It focuses on the relationship between man and his environment,

UDG News
The last few months have, as ever, been
extremely busy for the UDG. With a packed
programme of events, visitors from far and
wide, exciting plans for this year’s conference, the development of the Urban Design
Awards and intense discussions about how
we can refresh our offer to members – there
has certainly been a lot going on. Here are
some of the highlights:
Newcastle here we come! We’re heading north for the National Conference on
Urban Design taking place 17-19 October.
Working alongside Georgia Giannopoulou
and colleagues at University of Newcastle, we’re currently assembling a great
programme under the title The Pursuit of
Growth. Keep an eye on the website for
further details.
UDG Director Robert Huxford spoke at
a national conference on 20mph limits
in May. A safe public realm is essential
for normal healthy life, yet many people
are discouraged from using streets for
walking, cycling and socialising, for fear
of traffic. Past precedents have indicated
that while local authorities have powers

•

•

Current subscriptions
Urban Design is free to Urban Design Group
members who also receive newsletters and
the directory at the time of printing
UDG Office
Tel 020 7250 0892
Email admin@udg.org.uk

•

•

to address safety concerns, they are not
obliged to act. Robert believes that this
position may have changed owing to a
new duty under the Equality Act 2010 to
have due regard to the need to eliminate
discrimination and advance equality of opportunity of groups such as disabled and
elderly people. There is also a developing argument that the State, by requiring
children to go to school, bears some responsibility for providing them with a safe
environment in which to make the journey.
The UDG is all about inter-disciplinary and
international working and it’s always great
to meet new people. As well as regular
meetings with members from around the
UK and colleagues from other organisations – CIRIA, CPRE London, RTPI to name
but a few – we have been delighted to
welcome Jérémy Hernalesteen, originally
from Belgium but now based in London,
and Ken Suriyachat from Thailand.
UDG Solent tackles challenging issues.
Convened by Peter Frankum (Savills)
and including representatives from both
the public and private sector across the
region, the group is steadily building a
pool of best practice. A range of presentations can be downloaded from the Solent
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and while it could not be described as an
easy read, it is certainly a fascinating one.
One of the most interesting aspects is the
thread running through the book: Mumford
suggests that cities will always degrade over
time, and that we need to look to the past in
order to successfully design for the future.
In particular there is a passage in which
he talks about how the urban designer
represents the city in the process of planning
as being of fundamental importance to its
enduring success; the relationship between
people and their environment is not limited
to the physical manifestation of the city, but
begins at the early stage of its development,
when it is still on the drawing board. This
brings us back to the cross sections. Mumford supposes that those who design solely
in plan are ignoring the fact that the section
is the plane in which people will experience
their city, and therefore is a more powerful
tool for designing. Plans are fine, but amount
to little more than pattern making at a scale
beyond human comprehension. I don’t think
I entirely agree with him, but with his words
in mind I will redouble my efforts to produce
some more sections before the year is out!
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Paul Reynolds

section of the UDG website, addressing issues such as developing a long term vision
or practical concerns like housebuilder
compliance.
Earlier in the year UDG members responded to a consultation on the guidance to the
National Planning Policy Framework; key
points made were that design is neither
well understood nor embedded in the
planning system, and that existing guidance should be retained until a replacement is available. There are indications
that these points have been accepted and
we might now consider whether there
should be a similar review of the huge
library of transport related guidance.
The UrbanNous catalogue (www.urbannous.org.uk) of online lectures continues
to grow, thanks to the tireless efforts
of Fergus Carnegie. The recordings are
viewable free at any time, anywhere in
the world and range from up-to-date best
practice reviews, through to timeless
archival recordings, including lectures
by Christopher Alexander and Hans
Monderman.
Robert Huxford, Director
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DIARY OF
EVENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, all LONDON
events are held at The Gallery, 70 Cowcross
Street, London EC1M 6EJ at 6.30 pm. Tickets
on the door from 6.00pm. £3.00 for full price
UDG members and £7.00 for non-members;
£1.00 for UDG member students and £3.00
for non-member students. For further details
see www.udg.org.uk/events/udg

TUESDAY 9 JULY 2013

Urbanism in China: Liveable Cities
A half-day and evening event examining the
opportunities and challenges presented by
urbanisation in the world’s second largest
economy. Linking in with the themes covered
in issue 127 of the journal, presentations will
cover urban masterplanning, new research
on Smart Cities and consideration of future
development. As this event is an alternative
format from our regular monthly events, different fees will apply. Please see the website
for details.

Topic: China

China in flux, Alastair Donald
Sino Urban Design, Matthias Bauer
The Emperor’s New Clothes,
Austin Williams
The Re-Making of Shanghai,
Pascal Hartmann
Public Space, High Density and an
Emerging Civil Society, Pu Miao
Urban Design in the Service of the New
Economy, Michael Owens
Ask not just what you can do for China,
but what China can do for you,
Alan Dunlop
Boom Town: A Year in Shenzhen, Sarah
Shuttleworth
Replication, Replication, Replication,
Alastair Donald
Speculating on the Middle of the Middle
Kingdom, Darryl Chen
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Ideas That Matter: The Worlds of Jane
Jacobs, Max Allen, Editor,
Capital Spaces, Matthew Carmona and
Filipa Matos Wunderlich
The City at Eye Level: Lessons for Street
Plinths, Meredith Glaser, Mattijs van ’t
Hoff, Hans Karssenberg, Jeroen Laven,
Jan van Teeffelen (eds)
Masterplanning Futures, Lucy Bullivant
Cycle Space Architecture & Urban Design
in the Age of the Bicycle, Steven Fleming
A Smart Guide to Utopia – 111 Inspiring
Ideas for a better city, Ben Hammersley
Understanding Cities, Method in Urban
Design, Alexander R Cuthbert
The Housing Design Handbook: A Guide
to Good Practice, David Levitt
Books also received
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Making the impossible possible,
Joe Holyoak
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WEDNESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

Design in the Planning System
Analysis and discussion of the changes
brought about by the National Planning
Policy Framework and its emerging guidance,
the role of the Design Review process (including the underlying economics) and the wider
agenda of the Farrell Review, along with
international comparisons.

TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER

Working in collaboration with the University
of Newcastle, the programme will address
strategies to bring about sustainable growth
and create balanced economies that combine
high quality environments with well-designed
housing and retail, alongside manufacturing, science and industry. The event will also
include walking tours of the city and the UDG
annual dinner in the splendour of the Blackfriars’ medieval Banqueting Hall.

The Walkable City
Linking in with Jeff Speck’s book The Walkable City, this event will consider the key
ingredients for creating a workable, walkable
city and some of the current initiatives being implemented to promote this within the
wider public heath context.

WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER

WEDNESDAY 9 OCTOBER

WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER

Urban Design Policy
Debate on future urban design policy, aiming
to set the agenda for the design of cities,
towns, urban extensions, new settlements
and suburbs for the coming century.

17-19 OCTOBER 2013 – NEWCASTLE

For this year’s conference the UDG will travel
north to Newcastle to address the theme
of Urban Design and the Pursuit of Growth.

Art in the Public Realm
Linking with issue 128 of Urban Design, UDG
Patron Lindsey Whitelaw will lead this event
looking at the ways in which places can be
enlivened and enriched by creative design
artistry.
Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture:
Kelvin Campbell
Kelvin Campbell, winner of the 2013 Lifetime
Achievement Award for Urban Design, will
deliver this year’s annual Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture, outlining his vision for the future
of towns and cities. He will explore innovative
ideas on the processes and methods which
can generate good urbanism and foster effective civic leadership.
Issue 127 – Summer 2013 – Urban Design — 1

Leader

Widening horizons

As this issue was being edited, a recent visitor
to Beijing commented that because of very
deep smog, the sun could only be seen for
about three hours a day; at the same time,
articles in the national press reported that
protests against ‘devastating pollution’ were
becoming more frequent in China and were at
last, being taken seriously by authorities. This
is one of the consequences of the amazing
urban and economic growth seen in the country
in the past twenty years. The articles collected
in this issue by Alastair Donald reflect China’s
transformation as expressed by a number of
urban designers from different points of view.
The good and the bad are offered with the
intention to allow our readers to make up their
own minds. As such this is another contribution
of Urban Design to the understanding of our
complex discipline as practiced today in the
world. It also emphasises the importance
for urban designers to take environmental
sustainability into account at all times.

Urban Design Group
Chairman Paul Reynolds
Patrons Irena Bauman, Alan Baxter,
Sir Richard MacCormac, Dickon Robinson,
Helle Søholt, Lindsey Whitelaw and John
Worthington
Office
Urban Design Group
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EJ
Tel 020 7250 0892
Email admin@udg.org.uk
Website www.udg.org.uk
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There are two innovations in this issue: as
previously announced, events at the Gallery are
reported in a new way, inviting members to see
recorded videos (see opposite page); similarly,
the interview is presented in a different format
which we hope will be seen as more lively.
We are also pleased to include two
Viewpoints by current students of urban design.
They show a maturity that augurs well for the
future of the profession. We hope that these
will stimulate others to enter their work for
the next round of Students Award, soon to be
announced.
As usual we would welcome suggestions
and feedback from our readers. The editors of
Urban Design would also be happy to hear from
members that would like to join the editorial
board and/or contribute in any way to the
development of the journal.
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Update

Events
As mentioned in issue 125, we no longer
include a full report of events at the Gallery.
Instead we give hereafter a list of speakers
and a very short summary which, we hope,
will make you want to watch the presentations recorded by UrbanNous and available

through the UDG website. This way you can
have the full benefit of the event, almost as
if you had attended, and can make your own
evaluations and critiques. We thank Fergus
Carnegie for generously making these videos
available to our members.

Intelligent Cities – 17 April 2013

Speakers: Rick Robinson, IBM Smart Cities;
Karl Baker, LSE Cities; Paul Reynolds,
Atkins
An interesting group of speakers ranging from
academic theory to the technological cutting
edge proved a good catalyst for discussion. Debate covered the issue of protecting
privacy in the face of growing data capture,
which is seen as major challenge for the
future, as well as the concern that if data is
not shared and collaboratively managed, the
‘smart city’ could build in more rigidity to the
urban landscape, not less. Incorporating into
cities more opportunities for collaborative or
small-scale production, was concluded to be
a potentially helpful move towards supporting local economies and character.

The Masterplanning Handbook
– 30 April 2013

Speaker: Eric Firley
Eric Firley’s latest handbook was warmly
received by UDG attendees. The event gave
a significant insight into the bank of knowledge built up in the research for the book,
and the audience was keen to explore further
opportunities to use this information. Following Eric Firley’s presentation, a panel
emphasised the value of the information
collated and the relevance of the typological approach adopted, as well as suggesting
a host of future areas for Eric to investigate!
The book will be reviewed in a future issue of
Urban Design.

Alternative Housing Models –
23 May 2013

Speakers: Gus Zogolovitch, Solid Space
and National Self-build Association; Maria
Brenton, Older Women's Co-housing; Bruce
Moore, Hanover Housing Association;
Patrick Devlin, Third Age Housing, Pollard
Thomas Edwards Architects;
Stephen Hill, C2O futureplanners
An enthusiastic full house heard five speakers comprehensively demonstrate why the
present housebuilding industry is not working for the customer. We have the smallest
size houses and the lowest per centage of
co housing in developed countries. Senior
co-housing struggles to get approval, and the
real ‘clients of place’ are not clearly identified. The debate that followed demonstrated
the frustration felt by many at the limited
options provided for residential development.

•
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Cabe

Cabe: Past, present,
future
This week saw a stimulating evening seminar
reviewing the last ten plus years of Design
Review – past, present and future, and
exploring the many successes and challenges
that Design Review has addressed across
education, infrastructure and housing. It
prompted me, in writing this article to take
stock of where Cabe has come from, and to
focus on the myriad of opportunities that it
faces going forward.
The wealth of work that the organisation delivers never ceases to amaze, recently
ranging from major design review work on the
Thames Tunnel, through to neighbourhood
planning work across the country, and enabling and training work with developers and
house builders. Inevitably though after a period of change, it is important to refocus and
prioritise, and this is exactly what the Cabe
team at the Design Council is doing since the
end of the Department of Communities and
Local Government grant-in-aid funding in
March. We now have a robust business plan
in place to drive key areas of focus: design
review, enabling and training, and a series of
seminars and events.
Cabe was known in the past for amongst
other things major campaigns, and at the
Design Council we are keen to yet again be
the champions of great design across four
key areas: growth by design, communities by
design, active by design and ageing better by
design. These are the major challenges and
issues that the country faces, and design,
urban design and good place-making are key
to tackling these societal issues.

Housing

One of the greatest challenges for the country is the chronic undersupply of housing and
the sheer lack of choice and availability for
people wanting to get on the housing ladder
in a location of their choice. We need to be
building around 240,000 new units per annum and are currently delivering 100,000;
therefore, the cumulative backlog is acute.
How can Cabe help? What is its role?
We believe absolutely in the need for
more housing; everyone should have a decent
well-designed home, and tackling the quality
and design of new housing is key to securing community buy-in to achieve greater
delivery. It is therefore essential to provide
practical methods of engaging communities,
to showcase good urban design and placemaking, and to enable elected members and
planners to take brave decisions, the impact
of which will last well beyond a term of office.
Toolkits such as Building for Life 12 and the
housing audit work that Cabe previously undertook provide great case studies and examples of how to demand better quality. Cabe
will be ramping up its delivery and outreach
4 — Urban Design – Summer 2013 – Issue 127

work across England so that communities,
planners and politicians feel confident in
demanding good design in new housing
developments.

Spatial planning, placemaking and design
around infrastructure and
investment are at the heart
of city-region plans

Design Guidance

The Coalition Government, whilst sweeping
away much of the regional architecture of
government and centralised quangos, has
given local government greater freedom
and flexibility, not just through the Localism Act, but through the City Deal and Local
Enterprise Partnerships. The opportunity
here is clear: many of the new organisations
have a non-statutory planning footing, but
spatial planning, place-making and design
around infrastructure and investment are at
the heart of city-region plans. Flying slightly
in the face of the localism agenda are two
national reviews, the Taylor Review on Planning Policy Guidance seeks to streamline
and update all planning policy guidance not
contained within the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). This is a great opportunity to refocus on what is meant by good
design in the planning system and provide
a streamlined, light touch and implementable approach to demanding good design in
all development. Cabe is working on these
issues with the Taylor Review team as well
as looking at how the new guidance will be
presented and used, which is absolutely critical in ensuring its effectiveness.
The other national review recently announced is being undertaken more widely
on architecture and the built environment
by Sir Terry Farrell with whom the Cabe
team has had a useful meeting. The review
team will focus on understanding the role
for government in promoting design quality
in architecture and the built environment;
identifying the economic benefits of good
architecture and design, and maximising the
UK’s growth potential; looking at the impact
of cultural heritage on the built environment
and considering the potential contribution of
built environment education to a broad and

balanced education, both as a cultural subject in its own right and as a way of teaching
other subjects.
As much continues to change within
the built environment world, the need and
demand for Cabe to champion and promote
good design is as strong as ever. Our role
continues to grow in championing, educating
and promoting, and our series of seminars
and events are a great way to engage, debate
and learn about the value and importance of
good design in the built environment.

•

David Waterhouse, Head of Business
Development, Cabe at the Design Council

Update

Conquistador towns
UDG Study Tour 11-19 May 2013

Twenty eight UDG members and friends set
off by train from St. Pancras, joined by seven
more in Madrid, to look at towns in western
Spain associated with the conquerors of
the New World. It may seem odd that the
conquistadors originated from an inland area
rather than port cities, but the attractions
of overseas adventure evidently galvanised
frustrated young men from minor nobility in
the 16th century agriculturally impoverished
Extremadura region. The conquistadors and
their colleagues enriched themselves and the
state of Castile, and sent money back to their
families to build grand solares (town houses),
many of them embellished with New World
motifs. The towns themselves date largely
from the Moorish medieval period.
The small town of Trujillo most clearly exemplifies the process. There is an upper town
of medieval date clustering around a Moorish
castle which dominates the barren countryside. The humble birthplace of the conquistador Pizarro can be found here. Pizarro,
Orellana and other adventurers from the town
enabled their families to build a number of
grand solares around a new Plaza Mayor outside the old walls, and a new lower town grew
up from the 16th century onwards. These
grand town houses sport carved insignia on
their faÇades, and their roofs are embellished
with chimneys shaped like Aztec or Inca pyramids, many of them accommodating storks’
nests, a characteristic feature of the area.
Visitors are reminded of Pizarro’s importance
to the town by a large, swaggering, equestrian bronze statue in the Plaza Mayor.
The intriguing question arises of whether
the towns founded by the conquistadors in
the New World owe anything to the urbanism of their home towns in Spain. Examination of the centres of Trujillo and Cuzco in
Peru, however, shows in each case a rational
grid layout very different from the medieval layouts of the Spanish towns, and the
cathedrals and churches are in the Spanish
baroque style rather than the gothic prevalent back home.
Trujillo fell into economic decline from
the 17th century onwards, and has remained
a town of little importance. Cáceres, on the
other hand, became the provincial capital
and a university city, and its historic core,
though close to the countryside on one
side, is embedded in a large urban area.
The attractive Plaza Mayor, a focus of cafés
and outdoor events, grew up immediately
outside the historic core, which is enclosed
by mud-brick walls and towers of Moorish
date. Within the walls, a stunning sequence
of linked squares fronted by 15th century
palaces and churches rise uphill. Many of the
adventurers did not come home, but Juan
Cano de Saavedra, an associate of Cortés,
returned to build a palace for himself and his

bride Isabel de Moctezuma, daughter of the
Aztec emperor.
Jerez de los Caballeros (not to be confused with the sherry town of Jerez de la
Frontera) was the birthplace of Vasco Nuñez
de Balboa, discoverer of the Pacific, and
Hernando de Soto, the first European to cross
the Mississippi. However, their places of birth
are unidentifiable, and they never returned
home. During the 18th century this pleasant
town was gripped by a mania for building
ornate brick church towers, which dominate
the skyline, but from then on reverted to being an economic backwater.
Other than conquistador towns we visited
the dramatically sited town of Cuenca, southeast of Madrid, perched on a spur between
two gorges. The highest ground is occupied
by the remains of a Moorish castle, from
which streets descend past the substantial
cathedral, an irregular-shaped Plaza Mayor
backed by an arcaded town hall and a steeply
sloping, quiet lower town. The highlight,
however, is a group of balconied medieval
houses teetering on the edge of the gorge –
the so-called hanging houses.
We then moved on to Toledo, one of
Spain’s great cities. It owes its situation
and layout to its period as most important
northern outpost of the Muslim emirates. Its
reputation for cultural tolerance and learning continued after its conquest by Alfonso
VI and its new status as capital of Castile.
The street pattern is tortuous, and many
buildings, including a significant number of
historic synagogues, display Mudéjar (Muslim-Christian) craftsmanship. The mighty
cathedral, buried in a close web of streets,
started as a mosque, but was completed in
the 15th century in gothic style. The walled
city can be appreciated from the other side
of the River Tajo, which encloses it within
a bend. The city was probably saved from
development by losing its status as capital to
Madrid in the 16th century.
Finally we visited a number of Portuguese fortress towns along the border, aimed
at keeping the Spanish out. Marvão, a tiny
settlement perched high above the Spanish

plain clusters around a 13th century castle
built to protect the Portuguese frontier, and
was based on an original Moorish fortress.
Castelo de Vide’s fortress is tightly enclosed
by a walled old town from which scarcely
less old precipitous streets spew downhill,
punctuated by intimate squares. Elvas’s Moorish castle was ringed by massive ramparts by
Vauban during the wars of Spanish Succession
in the 17th century and formed a suitable base
for Wellington’s invasion of Spain in 1811. The
other remarkable feature of the town is a 7km
aqueduct dating from the 16th century, which
must be unique in not having Roman origins.
The tour was a fascinating insight into
the urban quality of Spanish and Portuguese
towns away from the most visited centres.
Although the Spanish and Portuguese economies have been undergoing some of the worst
problems of any European countries, the only
visible evidence was the number of empty
shops and discontinued infrastructure and
development projects. Things are probably
worse in large cities and industrial areas. The
Spanish high-speed rail network, however,
would be the envy of countries such as the UK.

•

Alan Stones

↑ Caceres: Fine sequence of urban spaces
↓ Castelo de Vide, a Portuguese frontier fortress.
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Urban Design Library

Urban Design Library
#8
Traffic in Towns, The Buchanan
Report, 1963

Traffic in Towns was commissioned in a rather unusual way: it was an officially sponsored
report not by a civil servant or politician, but
by Colin Buchanan, Professor of Transport
at Imperial College, who was encouraged to
‘collect his own team of colleagues’ to form a
working group. Its task was to study the longterm development of motor traffic in British
urban areas and the effect that it was likely to
have. The published report cost 50s (£2.50),
a significant sum in the ’60s. To make it available the government joined with Penguin
Books to publish a condensed version which
sold for 50p, and it is that version that is being reviewed.
Both versions were divided into five
main sections. The Working Context set out
the background and looked at the growing
frustrations of using cars, accidents, damage
to environment, alternatives to cars, likely
increase in car ownership, and the effect
of accommodating cars on town form. The
Theoretical Basis examined changes in travel
to work patterns, travel within towns, accessibility versus the environment and the
6 — Urban Design – Summer 2013 – Issue 127

consequences for the design of major developments. These deliberations led Buchanan
to develop the concept of the ‘environmental
area’ (essentially free from external traffic)
backed up by ‘environmental standards’.
A familiar issue was the hiatus between
town planners, concerned with places and
why vehicles moved to them, and road
planners, concerned with the smooth flow
of vehicles. Buchanan saw a clear need for
the two groups to work together. Perhaps as
urban designers? The civilising effect of walking and the need to create pleasant places
for the pedestrian were recognised. The
suggestion that an ideal road system could
be likened to a tree, would probably not meet
with favour today, but the division of roads
into two types, Distributors for movement
and Access Roads to serve buildings, would
be acceptable.
Practical Studies is the third section and
the most innovative; it examines the effect
of accommodating traffic in four locations:
Newbury (a small town), where its suggestions predicted what eventually happened
in the town. One aspect followed by chance
perhaps more than design, was that the inner
circulation problems should be resolved before building a major bypass. Leeds (a large
town), where some innovative possibilities
included three alternative arrangements for
distributor roads in the central area, including a road pattern based on hexagons. Luckily
for Leeds even this report recognised them as
impractical. The study of historic town Norwich is disappointing, but its conclusion that
heritage needs protection even at the cost
of the car, is probably one we still support.
Finally, a Central London block ( essentially
Fitzrovia) offers one option of redevelopment
in the Traffic Architecture style: the illustrations show a decked area and highways to
near-motorway standards over Tottenham
Court Road, Oxford Street and the Euston
Road. Some vestiges of these ideas remain
on the Euston Road whilst the more realistic
‘plan for minimum redevelopment’ has almost been implemented. It was probably the
graphic illustrations of the effects of full car
usage on the urban form that caused most
concern amongst lay readers.
The fourth section looked at lessons to be
learned from practice in the UK, including the
New Towns, particularly Cumbernauld, one
of the few examples of Traffic Architecture.
The section on Europe and the United States
included a study of Venice as a rare example
of a city functioning without cars; the report
writers were mostly influenced by the way
that Venice fully separated vehicular and
pedestrian movements.
In the final general conclusions, Buchanan recognised that only in small towns
could daily life co-exist with full car use. In
other situations action was necessary: integrated transportation plans would not only
coordinate land use but also control demand.
Some of the proposals are still valid: a system
of permits to control the entry of vehicles
to defined zones; electronic road pricing;

and subsidising public transport to make it
cheaper than car travel.
Parking Policy was examined further.
Traffic in Towns saw the need to control the
amount of parking provided, its location and
the charges to be made. It asserted that the
owner of a stationary car had the responsibility to ‘dispose of it off the highway’. More
significantly it was concerned that parking
provision should not be allowed to increase
congestion, another issue that has still not
been fully resolved. Public Transport was
seen as an essential means of putting a ‘ceiling’ on private car use. Today, the attraction of car usage seems even greater than
Buchanan expected.
Buchanan saw no simple solution to peak
periods: to accommodate them was too expensive; to change work patterns seemed too
difficult. He suggested improving the capacity
of the primary system and parking, moving
some uses out of central areas, and extending the length of the peak period. None of
these was fully satisfactory and the problem
remains today.
Buchanan concluded that the scale of
primary roads needed to accommodate full
car usage was so great that the nation’s fabric could not easily assimilate them: ‘These
roads must be located with regard to broader
considerations of environment, well designed
and visually attractive from all angles’.
The report emphasised that elements of
towns have a finite ‘environmental capacity’ which provides a ceiling on the number
of vehicles that can be allowed in any area.
Buchanan also advocated the separation of
vehicles and pedestrians, a contention that
has been, perhaps unfairly, subjected to
most criticism. The final conclusions relate
to issues that we take for granted today such
as the conflict between short- and long-term
measures, which has been resolved with
the introduction of transportation plans.
Buchanan also makes a strong plea which
rings true with urban designers: ‘A much
improved concept of professional collaboration is needed, with much greater emphasis
on mixed team working’.
It seems amazing that we have avoided
the worst that Buchanan expected. Perhaps
we display more commonsense when using
cars than he gave us credit for. Perhaps rising
oil prices and a growing awareness of climate
change, combined with greater ingenuity in
vehicle design, have saved us from the problems Traffic in Towns foresaw. It could even
be that the report became absorbed into the
overall decision-making process and saved us
from an automotive hell. Well worth revisiting, but one does wonder whether the bicycle
existed as a means of transport.

•

Richard Cole

The Urban Design Interview
Past experience
The Urban Design
reelance Urban Designer at John
• FThompson
and Partners, Studio
Interview: What does REAL, Broadway
Malyan, Roberts Day
(Melbourne), Scott Wilson (Shanghai)
Urban Design mean
ssociate Director Urban Design EDAW /
• AAECOM,
to me?
Manchester

Lisa Addiscott
Current position and work
Urban Design Associate at Barton
Willmore, London

•

Education			
BA Hons Urban Design, University of
Westminster, London
HND Graphic Design, University of
Hertfordshire

•
•

Urban Designer Barton Willmore
• SUenior
• rban Designer Alan Baxter & Associates
Ambitions

• To live and work in the world’s best cities.
Specialisms

ommunity engagement facilitation
• CProject
• Strategicmanagement
frameworks
• Masterplanning
•

↑ Learn from what works well – early inspiration
from Barcelona on the BA Hons Urban Design

↑ I loved living in Melbourne - Fed Square holds
some great free events.

↑ Hong Kong – Great spaces can be many
different things

↑ Creating sustainable neighbours (image Shaping
Neighbourhoods by Barton, Grant and Guise 2003)

↑ Supper Clubs are great for seeing new
neighbourhoods and meeting new people.

↑ The London marathon, running provides a
different way of experiencing the city.

↑↗ Detroit re-urbanisation design competition with
Steve Robins.

↑ I love the collaborative nature of workshops.
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Viewpoint

Designing in Historic Environments

Rebecca Frost attempts to redesign Caltongate in Edinburgh, respecting its
historic context

of all three approaches creates a robust
methodology for analysing the sense of
place in historic settings.

Historic environments are regarded as
assets whose character must be protected
or enhanced. Consequently, development
in such settings can be highly contentious
and feature prominently in place and
conservation discourse. In the current
economic climate, it is essential for cities
to realise the potential of their historic
centres and revitalise them to attract
investment and encourage people to
revisit. Historic environments are key in
place-making, defining a city’s character
and telling the story of the place.
The issue that now faces us is the
tension between preserving and protecting
historic environments and the need for
cities to expand and adapt to continuing
economic pressures. While there are
numerous planning policies to protect
historic cores, and advice on how designs
should respect historic features, there is
little on how to enhance these in a way
that improves economic conditions, while
enriching the place’s character.
This article looks at a sensitive
brownfield site, formerly named
Caltongate, in the heart of Edinburgh’s
Old Town. The aim of this research was
to establish whether it was possible to
learn and adapt previous thinking of
place - such as the townscape movement,
urban morphology and value of heritage
- to current concerns, and to understand
how urban design could improve historic
environments.
8 — Urban Design – Summer 2013 – Issue 127

Cultural values
Conservation and preservation have
not been consistent over the past 50
years, from the great clearances in the
1960s, concern with aesthetics in the
1970s and the layering of expressions
in the 2000s. It seems that a ‘culturally
determined attitude’ influenced by the
political party in power, economic status
and connections to the city itself, has
influenced the evolution of historic areas.
It is important to consider how to
analyse existent townscapes to identify
how new development can integrate
into the context, while having its own
character. As conservation developed
from buildings to their settings, the
discourse has progressed to one of place
and the creation of a sense of place. This
has developed from analysis of historic
environments through townscape and
urban morphology. The townscape
movement which began in the 1950s, was
concerned with visual elements, while
urban morphology dealt with the process
of change. Both realised the importance
of the genius loci and setting of the
historic environment, rather than just
the built form. However, this requires an
understanding of the value of the heritage
and of the differing judgements on the
value of the heritage assets and their
significance. It means a more inclusive
definition of heritage than that limited to
listed buildings, and the plurality of voices
involved in heritage. Hence, a combination

Edinburgh as case study
Edinburgh’s Old Town’s conservation
history is stronger than most in the UK and
is still a contentious issue. The city centre
has experienced continuous tensions
between innovation and heritage, seen
most clearly in the backlash around George
Square redevelopment in 1945. Numerous
plans have been produced regarding
Edinburgh’s city centre, some radical (The
Mears Report 1931 and Abercrombie and
Plumstead Plan 1949), some incremental
(Geddes’ conservative surgery), and each
with a different approach to the historic
environment and genius loci.
As development pressures continue
there have been concerns that in
Edinburgh’s Old Town, existing
buildings are being demolished rather
than retrofitted, to make place for new
development. Key to these concerns is
the way the UNESCO World Heritage
Status is being handled. While this status
is a beneficial attribute in terms of the
international recognition gained, there are
questions over how this status is applied to
urban settings.
While there have been numerous
plans for Edinburgh there are few, if
any, contemporary writings on the city’s
character today and its potential for
change. Hence, there is a need for an
approach that analyses the city’s genius
loci and still meets the needs and demands
of the economic and local communities.
Methodology
Extensive desk study baseline analysis
was undertaken to explore the features
of the site. Beyond this, a thematic
analysis was developed based around
the townscape movement, topography,
character areas, listed buildings, views,
serial vision, memory of place and mindmapping, urban morphology, and the
value of heritage in order to understand
the other influences on the site, such as
social and political impacts. Additionally,
interviews and questionnaires were held
with stakeholders and local community
members.
A range of public engagement
techniques were used, including
questionnaires, online surveys and mindmaps in order to get an understanding

Viewpoint

↙ Sections through Caltongate
→ Detailed masterplan of
Caltongate
↘ Spaces: the glue that connect
the key destinations
↘↘ Places: daily, weekly and
yearly destinations
↘↘↘ Perspective looking down
the main street towards Nelson’s
Monument

of the genius loci. The mind-maps were
particularly useful in understanding
perceptions of the Royal Mile; they
identified that Caltongate was lacking
any character and was often missed, or
incorrectly labelled. This showed that
there was a need for a new development to
add to and enhance the local character.
Six precedents (Scottish Storytelling
Centre, Holyrood North Masterplan,
Hotel Missoni, Scottish Poetry Library,
National Museum of Scotland, Scandic
Crown Hotel, Scottish Parliament and
Our Dynamic Earth) were analysed
using policy documents – By Design,
Building in Context and New Design
in Historic Environments - to see how
well they scored against their criteria;
the results were then compared to the
public evaluation of the same buildings.
This showed that the design does not
necessarily have to follow all the guidelines
to be successful. The Parliament Building
and Our Dynamic Earth were ranked
low in the design principles due to their
weak relationship to context in terms of
urban grain, movement, legibility and
adaptability. On the other hand, the Hotel
Missoni scored well according to the
design principles in terms of public realm,
pattern of development and movement,
yet many members of the public stated
that it lacked character. Hence it is
important to consider historic elements
such as urban grain and movement, but
also to add something to the context
through variety, character and views. A
more detailed evaluation of surrounding
developments including the masterplan by
Alan Murray Architects for the Caltongate
site, was also used.
From the lessons learned about the
historic setting of the Old Town and its
genius loci, principles were developed
to inform a sympathetic design solution.
These principles were in three layers –
generic, related to the overall aims of
the design; thematic, related to the three
themes (townscape movement, urban
morphology and the value of heritage) and
detailed, specific to Edinburgh’s Old Town.
New proposals
There was a need for a concept that
looked at the city-wide scale, current
regeneration schemes and the strategic
location of the Caltongate site, to set out
the site’s role within its context. In order
to establish links at a more detailed level,

two levels of concepts were developed for
the site, so that the design related to and
developed from the context rather than
just fitted in.
The site was to act as a link between
a chain of interconnected developments
stretching from Calton Hill to Haymarket,
known as the ‘string of pearls’. Additionally
the site would enhance north-south
connections between Calton Hill,
Caltongate and Arthur’s Seat, mirroring
a proposed scheme at Edinburgh
University to the south of the Royal Mile,
and improving green connectivity and
north-south connections that are lacking.
The concept looked more closely at the
surrounding footfall and the ability to
draw people into the Caltongate from
Waverley Station, establishing two main
connections:
Cultural route – reopening East Market
Street and Jeffrey Street arches to
provide studio or commercial space
for creative industries, activating the
street and improving the pedestrian
experience;
Edinburgh’s string of pearls –
connecting Waverley Gate and the
proposed Photography Centre on
Regent Road; this route could become a
heritage/art walk between the pearls.

•
•

Additionally there was a need to
reintroduce the urban grain into the
site in a north-south direction from the
Royal Mile, to improve permeability and
capitalise on the high footfall, as well as the
creation of a gateway (as was historically
present on the site) to give a focal point
and enhance the character of the area. The
masterplan illustrates this continuation
of the urban grain, while sections
demonstrate the respect given to views and
response to the surrounding roofscape.
Key considerations in developing the
design included the role of parts of the
site: the space immediately behind the
Royal Mile would typically form intimate
courtyards accessed through a ‘pend’
entrance, and it was crucial to maintain
this tradition and character. This would
then develop through closes into larger
spaces with views to Calton Hill and
Nelson’s Monument, then to activity
spaces with active street functions. Six
entry points opened into the site – each
with a different character responding to
the surrounding uses and spaces. These
connections would create spaces for

activity and pausing.
A key aspect of Gordon Cullen’s
townscape movement was understanding
cities through what he called ‘serial
visions’. It was a very useful way to express
the variety of spaces (in terms of use, and
size) through the site, as well as relating
the scheme back to the human scale.
The end result is a more robust design
that relates the site to its context in
terms of streetscape, tradition and views.
Currently the site is being used during
the Fringe Festival in August, and in
winter months by temporary hotel chain
Snoozebox, and is a good way to activate
the site. New developers are submitting a
new application with some revisions, and
community engagement attempts seem
to be positive. The final scheme is not yet
available but there is always a risk that a
drive for profit can supersede a design that
relates to its context, with for example
the resultant scheme ending up with large
building footprints, dominated by cars,
driven by profit and not for the people.

•

Rebecca Frost , BSc City and Regional
Planning (Cardiff University) and MA in Urban
Design (Newcastle University). Programme Officer,
Sust. Architecture + Design Scotland
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Viewpoint

Is Urban Design true?

Hooman Foroughmand Araabi attempts to justify and validate the discipline
of urban design

we will naturally take the experimental
view towards space. However, the question
remains that even if phenomenology was
the best way of understanding the world,
would it bring about the most valuable
results in urban design? I for one, am not
convinced!
In fact, urban design uses a
combination of philosophical premises
and most of the time, no philosophical
approach is identifiable either in projects
or texts.

Urban designers are being given the
responsibility for overseeing many
projects. The question is why should we
trust them ? A quick reply may be because
they know how to do their job. The next
question is how do we know that they are
really able to do their task? Rather than
question the ability of a particular urban
designer, this is about urban design as a
profession. Why is urban design valid and
trustworthy …and is it?
This article introduces and contrasts
some possible answers. Each one is
an approach towards confirming the
credibility of urban design, but none of
them is watertight. Therefore, urban
design writers and practitioners usually
use a mixture of these approaches in their
work. Hereafter, some possible answers to
the question ‘where does urban design get
its credibility?’ are considered.
...From other fields
Urban design is valuable because it uses
some established methods, which have
been proven or strongly accepted in other
disciplines. For example, sociological
methods are sometimes applied in
designing places. By taking this approach,
urban design gains credibility through
using trusted tools. This approach also
gives some practical tools to urban
designers. But this is not the final answer.
First, there is hardly anything which
could be called a proven method in
10 — Urban Design – Summer 2013 – Issue 127

any related field. Secondly, taking this
approach is problematic because urban
designers are not usually experts in other
fields. More importantly, defining the
credibility of urban design through other
fields cannot solve the first problem.
How do we know that for example, a
sociological perspective on urban design
is valuable and better than any other?
Why, say, choose sociology instead of
economics? How does one know which is
the better choice?
….From philosophy
For a long time in history, the credibility
of debates came from philosophy. Those
who believed that human experiences
are the only way of achieving knowledge
had been in conflict with those who just
trusted pure rationality. Like any other
dualism, there is a third way of combining
the two. And what about urban design? Is
urban design theory derived exclusively
from experiments, from pure rationality,
or from something in between? Is it based
on philosophy or it is just the taste of some
urban designers to show that?
The advantage of validating urban
design views based on the philosophy
behind them, is that it defines the methods
or directions for urban design. If we
accept this approach, we would know
what research methods to use: those that
a particular philosophy suggests. For
instance, if we believe in phenomenology,

… From collective values
One issue is really important for urban
designers: what people want. When most
people think something is right, it is hard,
maybe almost pointless, to question it.
Urban designers often use this kind of
truism as the base for values/norms.
It seems that most people have at
least a vague picture of a good city; it is
simply one that diverges from the bad
or the current city. A good city is a place
that does not have the bad points of real
cities: no traffic, no pollution, etc. In
transferring these desires to urban design,
concepts such as justice, safety, beauty,
accessibility and choice are revealed.
Urban design could be an attempt towards
delivering these values. Kevin Lynch in
Theory of Good City Form legitimises his
normative theory by using widely accepted
values. In this approach, urban design is
valuable because it is a way of delivering a
commonly accepted future for cities.
Considering collective values has the
potential for understanding people’s
expectations of cities. This approach
stands somewhere between utopia and
democracy. But if the majority’s wishes
are being satisfied, what happens to
minorities? Even if we assume that
some values are acceptable for all, the
application of these values can surely not
satisfy all.
This approach does not answer the
question; it denies the question by
proposing common understanding/needs
as the answer.
… From the practice
Questioning something that works is even
harder than questioning widely wanted
desires. As long as urban design makes
good places, there is no need to doubt its
merit. Who thinks about the philosophical
fundamentals of instruments? Does a good
screwdriver need to be judged?

Viewpoint

↙ Youth playing in left-over space:
who defines activities in a space,
people or designers?
→ Urban design tools reduce reality
to abstract/theoretical concepts
↘ Judging the built environment is
the everyday activity of citizens
↘↘ A well functioning, highly
popular street that does not appear
to meet many urban design criteria

Is it practical and constructive to judge
urban design based on its practice? It
may be possible to see which practices
are relatively better. The efforts to make
better public places have revitalised many
nearly-dead inner-cities all around the
world. Urban design publications are
full of examples of this. This approach
says that urban design is good because it
works.
Validating urban design because on
its success in practice can encourage
practitioners and academics to reduce
the gap between theory and practice,
and to judge urban design according
to results. Designers and writers may
then think more about the final result
of their endeavour. Both of these seem
worthy goals; two birds with one stone?
Not really! Without some criteria, it is
not clear why a practice is considered
as a good one. One immediate answer is
because people think so, but this refers
back to the previous approach!
Also validating urban design on the
basis of its own practice, limits the
evaluation to the views of urban designers.
It ignores what other professionals think
about urban design. Do sociologists
think that urban design improves
society overall? Or is it a party for urban
designers, a secluded place for their action
and eulogy?
…From institutions
A final approach is to say that urban
design is successful because professionals
say so. Unlike all previous approaches
this, at first glance, does not seem serious,
yet it is closer to what really happens. For
example, one of the most important urban
design texts is Kevin Lynch’s The Image
of the city. Why? Because it is widely
accepted. So, the success of a text is based
on its acceptance by professionals: it is
successful because it is successful.
Professionals have the power to make
one text more important than others
because they are working in important
institutes, universities, offices, journals
and so on. Academic institutions accredit
their members and vice versa. Part of the
credit as a professional comes from his/
her degree. ‘I have a Master’s degree in
urban design’ generally means that I am
qualified for interfering with the built
environment. This qualification comes
from the university, whilst the strength of
the CV, including publications and work

experience, are other examples of getting
credit from institutions.
Finally, where do these institutions get
their validation from? The simple answer
is through society. If these institutions
exist and grow it is because they are,
more or less, accepted by society. The
emergence of urban design courses during
the 1960s coincided with institutions
validating the discipline of urban design
and society validating the institutions.
The advantage of relating urban
design validation to the social credit
of institutions is that it would make it
possible to evaluate urban design from
different angles and interdisciplinary
research. It also would assume that the
body of professionals accepts theories that
are successful in practice. By taking this
view, studying the core body of knowledge
would be crucially important because it
would show what these institutions have
in common, and what their vocabulary
and language are. It would also help to
understand how the institutions relate to
each other.
However, a professional may have
disagreements with the main body of
knowledge of the institutions (even
the one he/she belongs to) and wish to
challenge it. This is generally acceptable:
citations in professional texts is the
regular procedure for this. But this
approach requires further analysis of the
role of groups and institutions in relation
to the production and consumption of
urban design.
Conclusion
It is important to understand why urban
design is valid. Answers to this question
will pave the way for a greater acceptance
of ‘why we (can) trust urban design’
and ‘what should an urban designer
do’. Urban design is a very complex and
multidimensional activity and a simple

or neat answer to the question is hard to
imagine. Nevertheless, the mere attempt
to answer it can help to understand the
field and hopefully to improve it.

•

Hooman Foroughmand Araabi, Phd Research
Student at the Bartlett School of Planning, UCL

Issue 127 – Summer 2013 – Urban Design — 11

Topic

China in flux
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China is a country in flux. Here,
physical transformation is swept
along by an urbanisation programme
of a speed and scale that is unique
in human history, one that sees
China wrestling inexhaustively with
the ambiguities and contradictions
of its development.
It is not difficult to find
astonishing facts that accompany
such rapid development. Since
economic reform in 1978, more than
300 million migrants have made a
home for themselves in China’s new
and expanding cities. Small wonder
that China now produces almost 60
per cent of the world’s cement and
almost half of the global supply
of heavy and medium commercial
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Shenzhen

vehicles. Such productive might
supports building programmes that
have, for example, enabled almost
the entire population of Shanghai
to move home within the last 20
years, often relocating to new, more
spacious residences. And there
seems little sign of a let up, with
national plans to build 36 million
homes within the four-year period up
to 2015, and 300 new cities within the
next two decades.
Just as the emergence of
the modern city in 19th century
Europe was characterised by
radical contradictions, so too are
the ambiguities of China’s urban
emergence writ large. While many
of the world’s tallest new buildings
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are under construction and there
are plans to construct the highest
ever skyscraper in just 90 days, 30
million Chinese continue to live in
caves. In Beijing, an expansive new
underground and modern expressway
provide metropolitan-scale mobility,
but some of the world’s longest traffic
jams contribute to plummeting traffic
speeds and air pollution that clogs
the lungs. Prestigious architectural
interventions co-exist with regularly
collapsing buildings due to poor
materials, unclear standards and a
lack of proper inspection; meanwhile
immense achievements such as the
world’s most extensive high speed
rail network co-exist with graft and
safety issues. When a city building
programme of epic proportions sits
alongside the now infamous Ghost
Cities, it points to what one historian
of modernity has characterised as
a world of Both/And rather than
Either/Or.
Such is the context for urban
design, where a fast developing
profession often utilises the skills
of western designers as well as
Chinese designers trained overseas.
Here, the scale of urban planning
often exceeds western interventions
but can also neglect the seemingly
obvious; where else, for example,
would it be possible to contemplate
the mega-scaled integration of
nine cities around the Pearl River
Delta to create a 42 million people
metropolis (covering an area twice
the size of Wales), but also allow the
demolition of the Beizongbu hutong,
former home to Liang Sicheng, one of
China’s most revered architects and
former protector of the imperial city of
Beijing?

Technocratic controls and China’s
accommodation to pragmatism
are certainly worth challenging.
Yet amidst the regularly expressed
horror by western experts
over the destruction of historic
neighbourhoods or unsustainable
development, we should be wary
of imposing upon and judging
China via a contemporary western
framework for urban design beset
by a culture of risk aversion, overregulation and low horizons.
Instead, the task set for the
contributors to this issue was to
capture something of China’s
emergence. In such limited space,
this is merely a taster. Yet hopefully
the authors offer insights into the
always frenetic, often frustrating
but frequently fascinating world of
urban design in China.

• Alastair Donald

↑ Aerial View of SuZhou
Creek
Credit: ohm architekti
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Sino Urban Design

Matthias Bauer defines and explains the practice of
urban design in China

↑ Beijing Road

The Chinese term Chéngshì shèjì translates as
urban design or city design. But in practice,
what is urban design in China? In fact the term
city design is quite apt, given the scale at which
urban designers in China often work, for example,
drawing up plans for new towns, entire districts or
new neighbourhoods. Projects often incorporate
an area of several square kilometres and it is not
uncommon to work from 1:10,000 scale drawings.
Consequently, urban design is often not so much
focussed on the ‘space between buildings’ but
rather on overarching development patterns and
strategies, road networks and land uses.
The role of the urban designer in China is
informed by this enormous scale of development.
In order to progress huge tracts of land, the
planning authorities will draw up strategic plans,
which in the main are far too large and too abstract
to be easily translated into actual development
schemes, let alone into architectural designs. This
is where urban design steps in: it is the essential
tool for bridging the gap between large-scale urban
planning on one hand and architectural design of
individual buildings on the other. Unfortunately,
the legally binding plans (regulatory plans/control
plans) adopted by the authorities still often lack
specific guidance on urban form and urban space,
even if they are based on a fairly detailed, threedimensional urban design scheme.
Most urban design practitioners have a
background in architecture or to a lesser extent
in urban planning or landscape architecture.
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Engineers (including transport, environmental or
sustainability experts) are rarely found amongst
them. Urban design is still a very young profession
in China. However, an increasing number of young
Chinese designers with dedicated urban design
degrees are returning from overseas universities
and aiding the creation of a distinctive professional
group.
By far the biggest players in the market are the
Local Design Institutes (LDI). These enterprises
sometimes employ more than 1,000 people and are
frequently government owned, although in recent
years they have become more market responsive
and a space has opened up for some smaller, more
experimental studios within the LDI framework.
As a result of their excellent connections to local
authorities, LDIs have virtually cornered the local
markets for consultancy services.
Foreign design firms and foreign designers
do still play an important role in shaping
Chinese cities. Unsurprisingly, however, directly
transferring Western design principles fails to
match local conditions and expectations, and
is therefore futile. As such, Western designers
will often find themselves merely making minor
improvements to well-established Chinese
development patterns, and lending credibility and a
seemingly international image to what are in reality
fairly conventional local design solutions.
Compared with many other countries, one
aspect of urban design is often missing: public
participation. Yet this does not necessarily mean
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that the process is more straightforward or moves
faster than elsewhere. Instead of public hearings
or charettes, the urban designer in China is faced
with multiple tiers of government – and often with
conflicting goals and agendas.
Historical developments in
Urban Form
The decades of Mao Zedong’s government were
often characterised by endless rows of five-storey
residential slabs built as attachments to smokebelching factories. These somewhat monotonous
but densely-knit human-scale neighbourhoods were
the norm until the late 1970s, managing to create
well-defined street spaces somewhat akin to the
perimeter blocks of 19th century European cities.
In the 1980s, as a result of the reforms and
the opening-up policies under Deng Xiaoping,
apartments, offices and shop units became a
tradable commodity in a free property market.
China slowly started to absorb development
models and building typologies from other regions:
the high-rise housing estates of Hong Kong and
Singapore, the business districts of Japan, and
the suburban homes, business parks and Central
Business Districts (CBD) of North America.
From the 1990s, plot ratios started to increase
in order to swell land values and profits, while site
coverage was lowered to help create more green
spaces between the buildings. This shift resulted
in fundamentally new building typologies and
development patterns. The freestanding high-rise
surrounded by green space became the dominant
mode of development – be it as office, hotel or
residential building. At the same time, existing
roads were widened and new ones built on an
ever-expanding scale to accommodate the rising
number of private cars. This has contributed to
fundamentally altering the fabric of Chinese cities.
More recently, red hot property markets have
increasingly been driven by short-lived fashion
trends: one year it is Lifestyle Shopping Centres and
Creative Industry Clusters; the next year it’s Outlet
Malls, Headquarter Office Parks or Animation
Industry Parks that are all the rage. Recently,
American-style retirement communities (CCRC)
have come to the fore, a reflection of China’s ageing
society.
In Practice
In order to understand the role of urban design
in China, one needs to understand that with few
exceptions, all urban land is permanently owned
by the government. A developer, who wants to

develop a parcel of land, has to apply to the local
government to purchase the right to do so, and even
then, will only acquire the use of that land for a
certain period – known as Land Use Rights (LURs).
The authority will require an urban design concept
for the parcel, and a strategy for the wider area.
Three main types of urban design projects result
from this system:
Strategic projects for local governments:
Local authorities in China are under immense
pressure to generate revenue from land sales,
but also to spur urbanisation and to reach
ambitious GDP growth targets. Urban planning
and urban design create the framework for future
development and land sales. Typical government
projects encompass strategic masterplans for
entire districts or counties, for new towns,
high-tech zones, economic development areas
or tourist resorts. Urban regeneration projects
are also becoming increasingly important as
older, underperforming areas are subjected to
wholesale renewal or demolition.
Conceptual projects for real estate developers
before the actual land sale
These ‘land-grabbing’ projects revolve around
a private real estate developer attempting to
wow the government with exciting concepts,
glamorous images and often fanciful landmark
buildings. Consequently, urban design work
often turns on image and branding, emphasising
iconic landmarks, public facilities and impressive
cultural or tourism projects. The typical output
will encompass 3D renderings, multi-media
presentations, animated movies and large
physical models – all designed to impress the
authorities and to convince them to hand over
the land.
Realistic projects for real estate developers
after the land sale:
If the efforts of the previous stage have led to
success, the developer that secured the land
can pursue his major goal – to create a real
estate product that sells well and generates a
maximum profit. As a result, the landmarks
and public facilities often disappear, and are
replaced by more realistic and more profitable
uses. Frequently the design follows a more
pragmatic path using standardised and formulaic
approaches.

•	

•	

•	

Major masterplanning projects for huge areas
will often follow a tight schedule over a few weeks
only. At the same time projects will frequently be
delayed or put on hold if the developer cannot

↑ Lanzhou New Town
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to developers, thereby favouring mega-projects
by large real estate companies over small ones
by private investors. Individual projects on small
parcels by independent small landowners are
almost unknown in China – a reflection of the land
ownership patterns and the top-down planning
process.
New towns and urban extensions often follow
highly predictable patterns which make up the
typical Chinese ‘instant city’. Seasoned travellers
to China’s cities and new towns are often baffled
by their lack of character and identity. From the
freezing-cold North-east to the subtropical South,
all cities tend to look strikingly similar: often there
is a large government building with a huge – and
usually lifeless – square in front. From there, an
oversized central axis runs duly south, lined with
an array of generic office towers and shopping
malls. Superblocks of gated residential compounds
are arranged in a repetitive grid. Industrial
parks stretch along the edges, parallel to 8-lane
motorways with enormous cloverleaf junctions.
There is the odd white elephant project too – a huge
under-used stadium, a landmark museum or iconic
concert hall, yet insufficient public transport and
few spaces for people to gather. There is often a lack
of vibrant street markets, street stalls or hole-in-the
wall restaurants.

From the freezing-cold North-east
to the subtropical South, all cities
tend to look strikingly similar
↑ Tianjin Tanggu new CBD
↑↑ Chongqing Residential
All photos; Matthias Bauer
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reach an agreement with the authorities. It is this
combination of extremely tight deadlines on one
hand and elongated stop-go processes on the other
hand that make working in China so difficult.
Areas of concern
New residential compounds – be they villas or
towers – are almost always gated communities
featuring perimeter fences with guarded entrances.
Residential neighbourhoods may consist entirely of
30+ storey, 100m tall towers with plot ratios of 3.0
and more. In addition, ancient Feng Shui principles
and modern planning codes ensure most Chinese
residential buildings are oriented south. The result
is highly uniform patterns, where all buildings,
regardless of local climate or topography, face the
same direction.
Street spaces are invariably too wide and are
further enlarged by additional setback lines (often
10m wide or more on each side). Newly-built urban
roads commonly have at least six to eight lanes
of traffic. In new development areas, these vast
thoroughfares are often laid out in mind-numbingly
boring rectangular grids, which are super-imposed
upon huge tracts of land, with little or no regard for
minor obstacles such as mountains, steep slopes or
existing settlements. Planning authorities will often
plan, approve and even start to construct these road
networks even before the actual urban design work
has started, leaving the frustrated urban designers
with little scope for more context-sensitive
solutions.
These road networks define very large
superblocks, often measuring 300 to 400m in
length. The superblocks are then sold as one piece
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On a more positive note, the dynamic of
urbanisation has meant that Chinese cities have
largely avoided the slums or squatter settlements
of many emerging cities in the developing world.
China’s new leadership has started to recognise
the importance of sustainable development with
EcoCities and EcoTowns appearing around the
country, although as yet these have failed to live up
to expectations. The American model of Transitoriented development (TOD) has emerged as one of
the more successful formulas, with shopping malls
and mixed use developments aiming to get direct
access to newly-built subway or light-rail stations.
Conclusion
There is a perception in the West that foreign
designers working in China can come up with the
most ambitious schemes and then get them built in
a blink of an eye. In reality, urban design is part of a
long, often arduous process which often remains a
tool to create fiscal revenue for local governments
and profits for real estate developers. To work
here is exciting, yet challenging and frequently
frustrating, and the goal of creating great places
and spaces for people is still not high on the agenda.
Yet urban design in China has come a long way in a
very short time, and things continue to change. And
in China they tend to change fast, very fast.

•

Topic

The Emperor’s New Clothes
Austin Williams argues that Western influences on China’s
urban development can be both positive and negative

When, in 1793, the Chinese Emperor Qian Long sent
the British envoy packing, he famously noted that
China did not need help or interference from ‘outside
barbarians’. Writing to King George III, he said: ‘I set
no value on objects strange or ingenious, and have no
use for your country’s manufactures’. Ironically, this
imperial detachment – huayiguan – in which ‘China
and Chinese people were deemed superior, all others
are inferior’ was blind and powerless to the ultimate

invasion by the full might of Western imperialism.
Nowadays, China sets great store on
manufactures, both strange and ingenious: from
Hangzhou University’s development of the world’s
lightest material, to the washing machine for rural
poor that is designed to clean clothes and potatoes.
Learning from the West is evolving into, what the
Financial Times calls a ‘built in China, for China’
movement.

↑ Firmly support agriculture
Propaganda poster, 1970
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which is even higher than the targets of the 12th
Five-Year Plan.
Such cost-benefit analysis befits the hard-nosed
market-based approach of the World Bankers, and
undoubtedly suits the bureaucratic approach of
those running a ‘socialist market economy with
Chinese characteristics’. Indeed, urbanisation has
clearly got economic benefits, but prioritising
this aspect seems to be a rather instrumental
way of describing cities. Cities are more than
agglomerations of people: they mark social
ambition, cultural development and ‘social drama’,
as Mumford put it. They are places of ‘purposive
association’. They represent humans’ ability to
transform and tame the natural world.
Indeed, the natural world is being tamed like
never before. Contemporary planning for superurbanised areas such as the Chongqing-Chengdu or
Wuhan-Changsha zonal developments is equivalent
to masterplanning a piece of real estate the size
of Belgium! Nothing like this has previously been
undertaken and considerable expertise is needed
to ensure that the problems (for there will be
problems) are minimised.

↑ Chairman Mao is the
Reddest Sun in Our Hearts
↑↑ Eliminating the ‘Four
Olds’ (Old Customs, Old
Culture, Old Habits, Old
Ideas) Both images: Chinese
Cultural Revolution Papercut,
1966

Rapid urban growth
The new Premier Li Keqiang has made his
name on the belief that domestic innovation,
economic development and social advance will
stem from China’s urbanisation. A recent OECD
report suggests that China already has far more
towns that would be defined as cities in the west
(that is, containing more than 500 inhabitants
per km2) but also notes that the definition of a
metropolitan region cannot be applied to China
due to lack of data. But however dubious the
available information, it is generally accepted that
with approximately 50 per cent of its population
living in urban areas, China has a long way to go
to match the 70-80 per cent urbanisation rate of
many developed Western countries.
Nevertheless China is catching up, and every
one per cent increase in those moving to urban
areas, actually represents 10 million people,
each of whom, says China Daily ‘will spur at
least 100,000 yuan (15,892 U.S. dollars) in
infrastructure investment’. In China 2050, the
World Bank’s major assessment of the country’s
future concluded that large-scale urbanisation is
likely to drive GDP growth to 8.4 per cent in 2013,

18 — Urban Design – Summer 2013 – Issue 127

Western good practice
Modern China therefore has a lot to learn – and a lot
to gain – from the West, where there is a wealth of
urban theory, masterplanning skills and experience
to draw on. At the university in Jiangsu Province, I
teach Burnham’s Chicago Plan and am consistently
fascinated by its contemporary resonances. To its
credit, and my delight, China has welcomed the
experience and judgment of Western urbanists,
academics and architects – many of who may not
have built cities (or anything) before, but who
have studied the form, construction and flows of
cities. These people should be able to conceptualise
masterplanning as a socially-engaged, humancentred process, rather than a technical exercise.
Many Chinese commentators recognise that until
a generation of home-grown, non-technocratic
designers are produced by Chinese universities, it
may be more productive to import creative, critical
thinkers from far afield. In theory, foreigners’
knowledge and ability to apply abstract ideas and
global practices to socio-urban issues should be an
extremely valuable resource.
Western bad practice
However, as well as learning from the best, or
learning from past practices, China is also in danger
of learning from the worst practices: importing
some of the more conservative and reactionary
ideas from the West. One of these, I would argue,
is the mantra of sustainability. Exhibit A: John
Prescott – famous for failing to deliver an urban
renaissance in Britain – is now advising the Chinese
government on sustainable cities. Sino-British
relations have always been blighted by language
difficulties but I pity the Chinese translators in
those meetings.
Sustainability advocates, schooled in the
language of restraint, limits, risk-aversion,
precaution, low growth and minimal consumption
are everywhere in China. Few of them are living the
dream in a yurt in rural Mongolia, but most of them
are chattering over cocktails in Shanghai, and each
of them using their morally-charged environmental
mandate to tell China to slow down.
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Unsurprisingly, many wealthy Chinese
urbanites who fear pollution, congestion and
Western capitalism, are concerned about what is
being lost in the rapid urbanisation process, and
sustainability consultants are here to capitalise on
their existential crisis. While these consultants of
restraint are getting short shrift in recessionary
Europe, they are successfully selling their baubles
to the corporate world in growing economies and
bringing their missionary narrative to the backward
tribes. In her best-selling book, Politics and the
Environment in Revolutionary China, Judith
Shapiro argues that China needs more humility.
Indeed, the Chinese government seems happy to
parrot the S-word as a convenient way of reducing
aspirations during what state news agency Xinhua
calls, the current economic downward spiral.

There is plenty to criticise here,
but simply to attempt such a huge
range of urban developments,
masterplanning projects and
city start-ups, is impressive and
laudable
Mercifully, unlike the West, sustainability hasn’t
become the defining feature in society. In fact,
the word sustainability in China tends to reflect a
reasonable desire to reduce the effect of pollution
on humans, rather than the West’s perception
that humans are polluting the planet. While
Western fundamentalists moralise about China’s
crass consumerism, many millions of previously
disenfranchised Chinese people are revelling in the
benefits of materialism.

Conclusion
The infamous Maoist slogan Ren Ding Sheng
Tian (Man must conquer Nature) has been cited
as an example of China’s excesses and deviant
disregard for the environment, whereas in fact, it
was a radical call for an end to the natural order
of things: overthrowing the naturalisation of
peasant subservience and backward traditions. It
was an attempt at building industrial output and
proclaiming man’s dominion. In many ways, this
is no different to how historically, modern urban
transformation has happened everywhere, but
for calling the god of nature in vain, the slogan
has been denounced as a metaphor for China’s
rapacious and unsustainable urban growth.
Admittedly, China’s overarching – some might
say ruthless – ambition to build the future, comes
with caveats. Construction standards are low,
working conditions are grim, pollution is high,
workmanship is poor and the architecture leaves a
lot to be desired. There is plenty to criticise here,
but simply to attempt such a huge range of urban
developments, masterplanning projects and city
start-ups, is impressive and laudable.
We should be aware that if the philosophical
embrace of restraint, limits, and the aversion
to risk-taking that is embodied in the Western
sustainability discourse takes a hold, it will simply
act as a brake on the confidence required to create
– to masterplan – a better future. With 130 million
Chinese still below the poverty line and rural
mortality 30 per cent higher than in urban areas,
there is a need for carbon-fuelled, energy intensive,
consumer-pleasing, value-creating growth. As
its antithesis, it is time for China to reject the
barbarians of sustainability.

•

↖ Destroy the Old World;
Propaganda poster from
Cultural Revolution 1966-67
↑ Man Must Conquer Nature
- Shanghai propaganda
poster creation group,1976
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The Re-Making of
Shanghai

Pascal Hartmann describes the design process for a
new museum in a less than glamorous neighbourhood

The official opening of the Shanghai Museum of
Glass took place on a bright May afternoon last
year. A political and cultural elite gathered in the
open plaza in front of the museum. There was music
and speeches by government officials and political
cadres. And the spectacle drew a dusty crowd of
onlookers – homebound local residents stopping
in after a day of work in the neighbourhood’s many
factories and workshops. For a brief moment, locals
and distinguished guests shared the plaza, each
group quite possibly embarrassed in the presence
of the other.

↑ Shanghai Museum of Glass
public plaza

Location challenges
The new museum is located in Baoshan, a vast
industrial district of Shanghai that stretches from
the northern periphery of the city’s metropolitan
centre to the mouth of the great Yangtze. As
home to Baosteel, the world’s second largest steel
manufacturer, a common sight is that of sheets,
rods, bars, and wire being deposited by dockside
cranes onto cargo vessels on the Huangpu River.
The surrounding urban hinterland consists of yards
full of shipping containers stacked six storeys high
and giant manufacturing halls which ring with the
furious song of industry. Baoshan is an hour’s drive
from Shanghai city centre, but seems like a world
away from the elegant bars and restaurants of the
Bund and the skyscrapers of Lujiazui.
Charged with designing a museum and
revitalising the surroundings, it was the location of
Baoshan which posed some interesting challenges
for us as designers keen to create architecture
defined by its ability to attract people in order to
bring a place to life, and then keep that place alive
into the future. The context is that of a changing
Shanghai, a city where industry is moving to
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new areas and high prices in the downtown area
are fuelling the desire to open up more distant
neighbourhoods to new uses, including residential
opportunities. Yet detailed site analysis and the
development of clear understanding of user needs
– whether the location of activity types or the
placement of street furniture – are all too often
neglected in China (and elsewhere in the world),
and undermine the success of a project. To us,
paying careful attention to these factors is vital.
Given the relatively isolated setting of Baoshan
and the site location within a communist-style
30-building industrial complex, the design team
needed to optimise the museum’s appeal and
create public interest so that the scheme would
work as a museum in its own right and also help to
successfully drive the wider success of this evolving
neighbourhood.
A complex site
Research revealed that museums can be divided
into two categories. The first category is made up
of small collection-based facilities, where the focus
is largely on the exhibition itself and which mostly
interest a specialised audience, occupying visitors
for no more than an hour. The second relates to
multifunctional complexes, integrating numerous
facets that for a glass museum such as this would
include exhibitions, a cafe, shops, event spaces,
workshops and a hot glass show. The need to attract
people from an as yet emerging residential district
dictated the need for a category two museum, with
analysis suggesting that attracting young, middleclass, car-owning families would be key.
The site analysis threw up a number of issues.
Firstly, the vision for a large-scale museum
created problems given the Shanghai Glass
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Company’s designated museum building – a 4,000
square metre production hall – was too small
to accommodate the proposed expanded set of
activities. How could a relatively disorganised and
crowded ex-industrial site with awkwardly abutting
buildings that created ill-defined public spaces be
organised to create a spatially coherent complex
capable of supporting a programme of activities
that could occupy visiting families for an entire
day? Secondly, the museum building lay deep within
the site, severing it from the major movement
network. Not only did this make a destination
facility inaccessible, but the architect’s dream of
a striking street-facing façade was undermined by
two buildings that visually blocked the view from
the street and therefore the public.
Design solutions
The solutions to these problems involved both
the combination and the demolition of existing
buildings. The solution to the activity programme
requirements was facilitated by integrating two
parallel buildings, in the process recreating the
narrow alley between them as a glass roofed atrium.
A newly designed L-shaped building was then
wrapped around the southern and western side
to move the museum closer to the street, offering
additional space for circulation and services while
creating the opportunity of a more eye-catching
outward-facing façade.
The accessibility requirements and the necessity
for visual penetration of the museum from the main
public network was resolved by demolishing a twostorey block along the main street which contained
shops and car repair businesses and which had
been blocking the direct view of the museum from
the main road. In Shanghai, to buy a building and
then demolish it but replace it with nothing, is a
radical proposition. Yet after discussion with the
design team, the client realised that replacement
of this structure with a new open plaza in front of
the museum was vital in order to make the museum
work.
That left the creation of a strong public presence
for the museum as the final challenge. The goal
was to use glass in a new way; to create a unique
façade that reflected the spirit of the museum.
U-shaped industrial glass was chosen and words
related to the process of glass-making selected in
ten different languages. These were then sandblasted into the enamel with LEDs installed behind
them. During the day the museum stands like a
monolithic dark sculpture on a bright, open plaza.
At dusk the building lights up, illuminating words
and representing the global status of Shanghai and
a new China. As such it reveals how in Shanghai,
whose citizens daily experience locality in the
context of a city that is also rapidly becoming a
global centre, the negotiation process between
these two dynamics takes a variety of forms, and
is certainly not limited to the central areas that
dominate corporate reports and tourist brochures.
The museum received 64,000 visitors in the
first year, a noteworthy success for a rather small
museum in the outskirts of Shanghai. While its
design gained a lot of attention and won several
prizes, the aesthetics were not the pivotal point
in the development of this project. Rather they
were but one aspect of a design strategy created to
overcome the locational disadvantages of the site.

Future impact
The museum is merely the first step in the longterm plan for the redevelopment of the whole
site into the G+ Park, a platform for glass, art,
research and technology, and an initial stage of
a process that will completely alter the character
of the neighbourhood, in the process building on
Baoshan’s growing reputation as an attractive and
affordable location for young families. Over time,
some factories and workshops will be replaced by
new residential buildings and office parks. Some
of the onlookers from the day of the opening will
follow the factories, moving inland or further up the
Yangtze. Others will remain in Baoshan to find new
jobs and homes, proof of the ever evolving nature of
Shanghai.

•

↑ Model of the masterplan
for Glass Museum and park,
Baoshan
↑↑ Neighbourhood of
the Shanghai Museum of
Glass - the building in the
foreground was demolished
↑↑↑ Shanghai Museum of
Glass plan showing new and
old buildings
All images: logon architects
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PUBLIC SPACE, HIGH
DENSITY AND AN EMERGING
CIVIL SOCIETY
Pu Miao reflects on the design of the Jin-gu-yuan
mixed use complex in Kunshan

↑ Garden and roof-top ball
courts, Jin-gu-yuan mixed
use complex, Kunshan

THE PROBLEMS
Nineteenth century Chinese cities did not have
consciously planned public space, especially the
nodal types such as squares and parks. People
simply used the streets, or whatever space was
left over by the traffic flow. However, urban
renewals since the Economic Reform of 1978 have
served to change Chinese cities completely. These
have mostly focused on improving the economic
infrastructure of cities. ‘Non-productive’ public
space, especially the space serving the average
urban resident, has received less attention. So the
first problem for Chinese cities today is the need
for more public space. However, the limited public
space already built through urban renewals also
exhibits three main quality issues.
Firstly, most of the resources for public space
have been lavished on a few window-dressing
projects aimed at showing-off the government’s
accomplishments. These huge squares and green
areas tend to be far away from where residents
concentrate and are inaccessible to the mass of
people, most of whom don’t own cars. Users also
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often feel alienated by large areas of green or sunbaked hard surface.
Secondly, the few new public spaces that do serve
the average resident, for example in commercial
streets or neighbourhoods, have been impacted
upon by a form of privatisation. Overlooked by the
laissez-faire government, these profitless projects
tend to offer the barebones with few benches,
shading or other amenities, and are undermined by
the opaque façades of nearby buildings. They have
often been commercialised or encroached upon by
neighbouring private developments. In particular,
the gated community has become the dominating
form of residential development, and in the process
has undermined street life.
Finally, gentrification has pushed many
free or inexpensive functions and services out
of public space. For example, pedestrians and
street peddlers have been treated as second-class
citizens. (see my in-depth analysis in Journal of
Urban Design, No. 2, 2011.)
At the beginning of the Reform, some of these
problems could be excused by an under-developed
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economy. However, today this is less the case and
there is an enormous need for, and the possibility
to achieve, the required improvements - including
the provision of more and better public space.
There is an additional reason: a historic
moment now exists when the public, government
officials and professional analysts agree that
because successful economic development no
longer works in the absence of the other aspects
of a civilised society, then fundamental reform in
China’s political and social structure cannot be
delayed.
Consequently, it is time to accelerate the
process of political democratisation and increase
civil liberties. To create civil society in Chinese
cities, there’s a need to go beyond the increasing
interaction over the internet and further develop
the physical world, creating, as Henri Lefebvre has
argued, appropriate public spaces. Here we should
be wary of architectural determinism, but one
cannot deny that environmental form has a role in
quickening or retarding progress.
How is this to be done? This article uses the Jingu-yuan mixed use complex in Kunshan, designed
by this author, to illustrate a new set of design
principles.
BACKGROUND
Located west of Shanghai, the historical city
Kunshan has rapidly been transformed into a
major manufacturing centre in the Yangtze River
delta. With an area of 118 square kilometres
and a population of 180,000, the central city
is undergoing major renewal. The 1.38-hectare
project site sits in a renewal zone between a newly
completed 5.6-hectare residential development
to the north and the Loujiang River to the south.
The low-rise houses occupying the surrounding
sites are all due to be replaced by high-density
developments that have a similar 155 dwellings per
hectare density as the high-rise Jin-gu-yuan.
Given that a major commercial street exists
north of Jin-gu-yuan, the developer (part of the
municipal government) required a 6,220m2
floor area neighbourhood with shopping, dining
and community service facilities, including a
kindergarten. Public space is required but its
amount not specified.

Early schemes by other designers used a
conventional design approach - a long row of one/
two-story buildings with the narrow strip of leftover
space between the building and the river which is
designated as public space. Dictated by Chinese
building codes requiring the kindergarten to sit in
its own parcel, the facility was placed on the ground
at the west end of the row in these schemes.

↑ South elevation of garden
between Buildings D and E

NEW DESIGN THEORIES
The problems of public space outlined above are
partially attributable to the conventional design
approach that blindly imitates the urban form of
European and US cities while ignoring the unique
conditions of Chinese cities. These include the
larger size of Chinese cities, limited existing public
space (especially the shortage of the nodal types),
hotter and longer summers, the less wealthy
majority of urbanites, and the need to preserve
arable land. However, the biggest oversight may be
on the higher population density of Chinese cities.
For example, in 2012 the density of each square
kilometre of central city in Beijing and Shanghai
averaged 7,387 and 16,828 residents respectively
– far exceeding even the most crowded Western
cities.
High density brings with it a host of other
issues, for example, more intensive use of the
public space. Consequently, Chinese cities demand
design strategies that are qualitatively different
from the current imported ones. Below I outline
eight concepts of public space design used in the
Jin-gu-yuan project, the first five of which primarily
respond to high densities while the rest emphasise
the economic and cultural peculiarities of Chinese
urbanites.
1. Numerous small nodes
Many small public spaces are better than a few
large window-dressing projects in a dense city. The
former model will create a public space network
accessible to most residents within a 500m
walking or bicycling distance. Being able to use
all kinds of vacant lots, this reduces the need for
relocation. The nodal typology creates a more static
setting that supports social gathering. In fact, the
traditional Chinese city had many courtyards in
public buildings to supplement the streets as public
Issue 127 – Summer 2013 – Urban Design — 23
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space. In this project, the footprint of the building
in the conventional design is shrunk and divided
into five portions, creating five gardens between
the buildings. Measuring from 21x15 m to 42x34m,
these nodal spaces with clear boundaries act as
a more serious invitation to social groups than
merely expanding the sidewalk.
2. Vertical zoning
To carve out more public space in a dense city,
spaces have to be piled up, and one has to abandon
the traditional horizontal forms of zoning that
dictate a singular use for each parcel, either among
different functions or between open space and a
building site. As long as fire and other hazards are
prevented from spreading across floors, building
codes should allow vertical zoning.
Consequently, some building functions are
juxtaposed vertically. For example, all rooms used
by the children in the kindergarten, along with
the outdoor play areas, are moved to the upper
level with only the functions used mainly by adults
remaining in the north part of the ground floor.
The entire kindergarten has the image of a hilltop
village. An exterior stair, designed as a mountain
path, provides a secondary entrance.
The new layout not only makes the kindergarten
more secure (a big issue in China), but also affords
the children a better view of the river which would
have been blocked by a wall in the conventional
scheme. Meanwhile, the concept allows the
southern portion of the ground floor to be used as
a covered walkway and shops, which will continue
the waterfront public corridor along the Loujiang
River. Because a variance was not issued, the
developer had to give the entire Building A to the
kindergarten, but the experiment shows that the
concept can be realised physically.

↑ Ground and First Floor
Plans, Jin-gu-yuan mixed
use complex, Kunshan

3. Multi-layered street
Since kerbside shops attract more people, the
conventional approach has created mile after
mile of commercial streets in Chinese cities.
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They not only tire us physically but also make the
urban environment less legible, especially in an
extended metropolitan area. Research showed that
a commercial street longer than 600m did not
attract more customers. So why not shorten the
commercial section of a street by creating first floor
footpaths?
To heed William Whyte’s warning that a public
space works only when it is close to pedestrian
flows, the proposed sidewalk must be no more
than one floor above the ground and frequently
connected to it by public stairs. Moreover, the
pedestrians on the ground should be able to see
the shopfronts along the upper-level sidewalk. The
concept was realised as a small-scale experiment in
Buildings E and B-D of this project.
4. Paved garden
The essence of an urban park in a high-density
city is not a piece of transplanted nature merely
to be viewed, but a public room with vegetation.
In designing a public green area, the conventional
approach favours the model of English landscape
garden characterised by large lawns, lakes and
forests. However, this does not support the intensive
human activities observed in many Chinese parks.
Therefore, most of a public space should be paved
and include as many overhead or vertical planes of
plants as possible. Of course, a limited area of lawn
may be designed to create a void centre for a sense
of relief and to allow for occasional use by a large
group. Finally, associations with nature should be
created but more symbolic than literal.
All these ideas are used in the design of the five
gardens in this project. The largely paved gardens
will accommodate many residents’ activities which
may not be possible in their small apartments.
Meanwhile, the numerous trellises and tree pits give
shade and a sense of nature to the gardens. Near
each of the two gates of the Jin-gu-yuan housing, a
small lawn opens a visual channel towards the river.
In festivals, it can be transformed into a stage or
playground.
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5. Hard edges
In many Western cities, a sense of territory is
created by space, such as the front lawn of a home,
and by non-physical means, such as customs. These
soft edges do not work in high-density Chinese
cities which possess neither the extra space nor
a similar culture (Chinese people in a queue tend
to stand with their bodies touching each others).
In a conventionally designed park, the lawns and
unprotected flower beds are quickly worn out.
Therefore, we should use more physical, vertical
boundaries. In this project, a wall, a colonnade and
tall bushes divide the gardens from the northern
street. Inside the gardens, conversation groups are
separated by dense plants of eye-level height. The
two lawns described earlier are completely enclosed
by railings which can be opened for occasional use
of the turf by large groups.
6. Low-cost activities
By imitating the West, the planners often assume
gentrified functions for public spaces, such as
symphony concert and artists’ village – activities
which are not frequented by the majority of Chinese
urbanites. 61 per cent of Shanghai residents in 2012
listed simple green spaces as the most visited public
facility.
As Ray Oldenburg has argued, a good public
space should be free or inexpensive. It was observed
that low-cost recreations proved the biggest
attraction to people using Shanghai parks. In
addition to exercises that are loved by everyone, the
older generation prefers playing chess/cards and
talking. The middle-aged enjoy social dancing and
singing, and the younger generation loves sport. In
this project, the five gardens have plenty of benches,
many are arranged in a centripetal form, to provide
settings for quiet social activities. There are small
plazas for self-expression and the roofs of Buildings
B-D have been transformed into one volley ball and
two badminton courts, satisfying teenagers’ needs
that are often overlooked by planners.
7. Spaces for open-ended uses
All five buildings in this project are adjacent to a
covered walkway at least 3m wide. The generous
dimension aims at provide more than a traffic
corridor. Since only the public knows all the
ways to use public space, the best design may be
to provide many minimally furnished but free
spaces, so that people can invent their own uses,
such as an English-speaking corner, bird display,
and an outdoor cafe. Adding a roof will allow
more versatility for a small additional cost. In
particular, a street market is an efficient way to
help low-income residents to make a living. With
good management, the stall holders also enrich
the public realm. While this project may be too
small, it is still hoped that a few stalls could be
accommodated in the covered walkway.
8. Buildings paired with open spaces
One of the characteristics of Chinese traditional
space is coupling an indoor space with some
outdoor spaces to serve each building function.
In contrast to the Central Park model, today’s
Chinese still prefer a more refined mixture of
indoor comfort with nature. We tried several ways
to adapt the idea to this project. The juxtaposition
of buildings with gardens is one. This makes it

easier to provide food and drink to people in the
gardens, another Oldenburg hallmark for a well
designed public space. Moreover, the kindergarten
in Building A has a roof deck next to each classroom
and a roof garden shared by all classes, and the
upper-floor shops in Building E open into their own
decks overlooking the Loujiang River.
Conclusion
Except for Garden 5, construction is now near
completion, and we will see if the design works after
the complex opens and the plants grow. The scheme
is predicated on the idea that urban design should
never be reduced to fancy graphic compositions,
and that human behaviour should serve as the main
foundation of the design concepts. It is not even
merely a design issue. If the shops in the complex
do not include some inexpensive convenience
stores, people in the gardens will interact less with
the nearby buildings. If the management fails to
regulate the stall holders, the street market will
never occur or will become a nuisance. It takes a
civil society to make a civil place, but I believe that
Chinese urbanites are learning to claim ownership
of public space, a relatively new phenomenon in the
long history of China.

•

↑ Railed but accessible lawn
in garden between Buildings
A and B
The street on the first floor of
Building E
All images: Pu Miao
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Urban Design in the
Service of the New
Economy

Michael Owens reflects on culture and innovation in a
fast-changing city
Not for nothing was Reactivation the theme of
the 9th Biennale. One section, indeed, explored
the ‘revival of decaying cities, dying traditions and
abandoned places’. Another looked at how artists
can best build dynamic communities that influence
society.
China’s dynamism means that the Expo Park
will soon be converted into a new piece of Shanghai
City. In the meantime, these two immense, if still
fledgling cultural developments, confirm the
capacity of municipal China to make things happen.
In China, top-down forces in favour of construction
seem irresistible. As a result, many British
professionals in building and planning, marooned
by the UK recession, now flock to China to benefit
from the development boom.

Held on both sides of the Huangpu River, Expo 2010
Shanghai created massive tracts of development
land which, today, await the signing of the right
kind of property deal. Many of the installations,
built to create temporary but high-impact effects
for the crowds, are now idle. Some raw materials,
fixtures and fittings have been recycled or sold on.
Meanwhile, other structures decay and fade with
varying degrees of unintended beauty.

↑ Traditional shikumen
housing and their
narrow alleys are being
progressively demolished
across Shanghai

Cultural projects
Two cultural projects on the Expo site signal a
future in the making. The China Pavilion has
become the China Art Museum, 167,000m2 of
space for both modern and contemporary works.
Meanwhile, Shanghai’s 9th Biennale, last held in
October 2012, started a new era by being held in the
old Urban Future Pavilion. A 41,000m2 renovation
of the 1897 Nanshi power station, the pavilion
is now the Power Station of Art. It is a symbol of
Shanghai’s industrial heyday that’s on a par with
London’s Battersea power station or Tate Modern.
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Creative Industry Clusters
In 2011, the People’s Congress committed to the
creation of 1000 Museums in China. Locally, the
Shanghai Municipal People’s Government puts
culture at the centre of both its civic strategies and
its economic ones. Since 2006, it has supported the
development of more than 100 Creative Industry
Clusters (CICs) on old industrial land across the
city. To date, about 100 CICs have been set up. In a
more or less spontaneous association, artists and
creative entrepreneurs have occupied spaces left
abandoned by industrial restructuring. At the same
time, the municipality has implemented a clear
planning and spatial restructuring strategy, aimed
at the revalorisation of old industrial sites.
Right on the bank of the Huangpu River, a film
cluster is in the making, and a former cement
factory will be reused as an animation R&D Centre
in a partnership between the government and
Dreamworks. The word chai, meaning raze, often
emblazoned on buildings to be demolished in
progressive waves of redevelopment, is now less
prominent on the city’s industrial skylines, as
interest in architectural heritage has grown.
Shanghai’s industrial and riverine dockside
areas are being reused by the City Authorities to
engineer an economic turn towards innovation and
knowledge sectors. The initiative exemplifies the
government’s approach: economic development,
through land assembly and planning by zoning; and
business development, through strategic alliances
established between state and corporate capital.
In her dissertation on the formation of creative
industry clusters in Shanghai, Sheng Zhong notes
how Shanghai’s CICs differ from their Western
counterparts. For her, the Chinese central state
plays a strong role, while local communities are
largely absent from the scene, or are visible only
temporarily.

Topic

Attempts to innovate in urban design
The commitment of the city and national
governments to culture-led regeneration is
accompanied by openness to experiment in urban
design. Recently, a competition entitled Rethink
Shanghai and organised by the Hong Kong design
firm 10 Design, solicited plans for the development
of Suzhou Creek, in north Shanghai. The winning
proposal, made by Czech urban designers ohm
architekti, is based on the belief that a city river
can be more than a mere vista. The scheme posits
the river edge as a flexible, busy city street that
can adapt to plug-in uses. It is a conscious attempt
to build on Shanghai vernacular, and rejects
European style embankments, promenades and
green belts.
This independently-led project has attracted
enormous political interest. The government
has a deeply rooted tendency to want to control
everything. Yet it is acutely aware that it must
unlock initiatives like this – initiatives capable
of drawing energy from beyond the Party and
channelling it into a new phase of knowledge-rich
economic innovation.
The underlying challenge is that government
efforts in culture, including the creation of
branded and themed cultural quarters, cannot by
themselves spark a creative renaissance. The same
state control that gives purpose to infrastructure
development in China also constricts freedom of
expression. Chinese officialdom’s treatment of the
artist Ai Weiwei is testament to that.
The man’s career, embracing architecture and
urbanism, includes designing his own studio,
establishing the architecture practice FAKE
Design, curating the Jinjua Architectural Park, and
collaborating with Herzog & de Meuron on the
Beijing Olympic Stadium. All this he did before
being placed under house arrest and surveillance,
on account of his public political dissent. Writing
in the Guardian, Ai Weiwei said: ‘It is impossible
for a totalitarian society to create anything with
passion and imagination’. Consequently he asserts
‘the Chinese art world does not exist’.

Mix of audacity and sterility
In Shanghai the charge sticks. There is some scope
to borrow from existing collections in the city and
to import content from abroad. Even so, the scale
of the China Art Museum and the Power Station of
Art has created a real challenge in terms of filling
these enormous spaces with contemporary art of
any note. Most young artists, after all, still copy
established styles.
There is little evidence of the bohemian subculture that we might associate with youthful
cultural experimentation through art. For example,
there is not much graffiti and the few examples
that do exist are a little self-conscious. This
relative absence is part of wider cleanliness in
new development, assisted by a plentiful supply
of the very cheapest manual labour. Well-ordered
development has created generous streetscapes
but below all the superficial modern efficiency,
problems exist. The challenges in construction
quality are well documented, and the same issues of
quality beset Chinese architectural design, for the
sector remains in many ways in its infancy.
Although China’s economic growth is
breathtaking, the symptoms of an uncomfortable
mix of audacity and sterility beset a number of
the CICs. Shanghai’s 1933 Creative Hub, created
from an old art deco abattoir, is home to a group
of restaurants, shops, design companies, artists,
galleries and exhibition spaces, as well as a theatre.
The Ducati Café’s promise of Coffee, Food and
Speed, or the elegant Cigar Ambassador Shanghai
Club, are typical of the uses to be found; but this
is culture, footballers’ wives-style: conspicuous
consumption, more 5th Avenue than New York’s
Lower East Side.
The restored building itself is the best story
about 1933. The concrete industrial architecture
remains stunning; the maze of cattle ramps once
separated man from beast; now they lead the
tourists ever upwards to a different fate.
The Xintiandi development, in central Shanghai
and near to the French Concession, is the same:
the project has retained the antique walls, tiles and

↖ The Shanghai French
Concession retains its
distinctive character
↑ Traditional shikumen
houses on narrow alleys
reconstituted in the Xintiandi
development
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recognise and want to embrace. Xīndānwèi is an
example of one of the new property companies
breaking on to the Shanghai scene. Xīndānwèi
translates as new way of working: a play on the idea
of the company‘s expanding portfolio of creative
event venues, flexible office spaces and retailing
locations across Shanghai. Entrepreneurs can
rent a desk and join a freelancing environment
full of creative, independent start-ups and small
businesses committed to working collaboratively.
Focusing on the creative community, Xīndānwèi
embraces participation, seeking to build its own
success by creating social and financial value for
those who work with it.

↑ Pudong Financial District
on the east bank of the
Huangpu River
All photos: Michael Owens
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exterior of the shikumen housing of old Shanghai,
stitching the old fabric into a new shopping and
cultural neighbourhood. The effect is to create
a chic retail ambience that feels Western to the
Chinese, and Chinese to the Westerner. Like many
such heritage projects in the West, the project
has triggered much interest on the part of urban
designers, in authenticity – or rather the lack
of it. For example in Xintiandi, a remodelling of
pedestrian circulation has been achieved both
by re-aligning the north-south blocks and by
destroying the hierarchy of the historic structure.
However, the result is a bland, corporate expanse of
retailing and restaurants.
Other examples
Elsewhere, some of the CICs are more compelling.
Sometimes a mix of ubiquitous Party initiative with
nascent civic society and budding enterprise has
created different conditions. The M50 project, one
of the first government-led CICs, and situated in
a former heavy industrial district on the Suzhou
Creek, was initially a cultural strategy heavily
dependent on central leadership. From 2000, the
government made it a focus for urban regeneration,
cleaning the land of the toxic waste from its
industrial past, and using land and property
instruments to promote a creative hub through
the Shanghai M50 Cultural and Creative Industry
Development Co Ltd. A cluster of architects, artists
and creative activities has since moved into the
space and now the network has some life of its own.
State-backed capitalism creates challenges
on both sides. The Party wants to generate new
economic dynamism, but needs to sustain power
and influence within the emergent networks. New
enterprises need endorsement to secure deals,
and the recipe invites corruption. Alive to the
acute political issues given by these tensions, to
the gap between urban rich and poor, and to the
spread of confrontation tactics among displaced
and dispossessed rural communities, the Party
strenuously seeks to address its image problems,
moving aggressively against corruption and
banning luxury goods.
Nonetheless, economic growth is generating
the kinds of entrepreneurial companies and forms
of development that western urban designers will
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Future possibilities
The emergence of such companies and
entrepreneurs in the CICs creates the prospect
for communities in neighbourhoods undergoing
change to engage as collaborators in the planning
process. However, relationships between the
Party and the network of entrepreneurs will be
carefully orchestrated on both sides. For planning
and urban design, the confinement of dealmaking within a narrow elite limits the scope
for wider collaboration. While the government
is keen in principle to build public engagement
through collaboration rather than representative
democracy, the reality is that citizens are largely
absent from public life.
While China is terrific at marshalling production
flexibly and at scale, and can make high-quality
copies in a way that is without equal, its officials
know that the next step is to innovate and originate.
And here, in creative industries as elsewhere, there
is much to do. Following an official commission
that reported in 2005, the Shanghai city authorities
adopted a strategy to promote creative industries
as a source of high economic growth. It is somewhat
bothersome that the city’s system for classifying
what was creative, borrowed as much as it did from
UK policy, which was laden with New Labour’s
ideological baggage. While it is healthy to learn
from what has gone before and elsewhere, the
most pertinent lessons lie in careful analysis of the
economic potential that is unfolding in Shanghai.
Shanghai, a city with its own language, once
thrived on the global influences of its port. It lost
its swagger following the Cultural Revolution; more
recently, the corporatism of the Pudong financial
district, and a prolonged outbreak of conspicuous
consumption, have only further undermined its
distinctiveness. Shanghai’s urbanisation and growth
are pulling peasants from the country and skilled
professionals from around the globe, transforming
the circumstances of all.
The possibilities for new cultural expression
and economic creativity are clear. If they can be
unlocked Shanghai might walk an independent path
once again. Shanghai has little to learn from the UK
about the positive aspects of top-down planning:
a ride on the Maglev from Airport to City Centre
barely allows enough time to count up the number
of years it will take Britain to construct High Speed
Two. If there is a valuable lesson Shanghai might
learn from the UK about unlocking creativity from
the bottom up, it could be this: sometimes the best
thing the state can do is just get out of the way.
As the Chinese saying goes: ‘If the water is too
clear, fish will not live in it’.

•
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Ask not just what you can
do for China, but what
China can do for you
Alan Dunlop suggests that lessons can be learned from
China’s fast growth

China is progressing at a remarkable pace. Over
the past twenty years there have been a series of
extraordinary changes to its physical and social
landscape, and infrastructure that are unique. In
March, new Chinese President Xi Jinping stated in
his first speech as head of state, that he would fight
for ‘the great renaissance of the Chinese nation’.
With China already the world’s second largest
economy and embarked on a drive to modernity
that includes a huge array of urban design and
infrastructure projects, the opportunities for urban
designers and architects seem set to continue.
In contrast, development in the UK is mired in
financial and political constraints. Construction
in Britain continues to fall and by 2015 output is
forecast to be 12 per cent lower than at its 2007
peak. According to the Royal Institute of British
Architects, the likely impact in the UK of this
dismal prognosis is that by 2025 most architecural
firms that survive will be small, either undertaking
restoration work or one-off private commissions
for clients who value design. As the only growth
area will be in large firms working internationally
and especially in the emerging economies, China
appears to be a land of milk and honey from the
perspective of a UK domestic practice struggling to
maintain a viable workbook.
What can British urban designers
and architects offer China?
China is a country in a rush to the future, and
rightly so. However, amidst the pace and scale of
new development, much recent design is unrelated
to identity, evolution or historical precedent. As
evidence suggests that cities struggle to create
a sensitive response to a particular place or
local need, fears abound over the atomisation
of communities and the fragmentation of the
historic city fabric. Development in many new
cities revolves around over-scaled prestige projects
which, though iconic, seem ubiquitous and bolted
on.
One reason for this is the shortage in China of
experience and technical capacity. At a time of
enormous growth, experience is a valuable attribute
needed to consistently raise the quality of design
in ways that ensure the creation of authentic cities
– environments that are functional yet pleasurable
and retain a real sense of place, whilst addressing
the nation’s global and economic ambitions.
Though the scale of cities in the UK is much
smaller than in China, western designers can
bring significant knowledge to improve the most
problematic forms of development. China needs

to house and provide services to millions of its
population but must avoid a preponderance
of poor quality build multi-storey housing,
devoid of access to amenities such as shops and
community facilities. This is a valuable service that
western designers can offer – all while hopefully
avoiding importing the outlook of risk aversion
and precaution that now characterises much
contemporary western design.
However, even as China looks for overseas
expertise, its aim of operating strictly on its
own terms ensures that the market is not easily
accessible to western designers. To build you must
be licensed with an official Architecture Stamp
which ensures that the majority of work in China is
still undertaken by government-run Local Design
Institutes (LDIs). A foreign practice may apply for
a license but the system is complex, and applicants
must prove ‘sufficient education’ and take a series of
exams. The substantial long-term investment this
requires ensures that licences to build are largely

↑ Rooftops of Suzhou. Credit
Austin Williams
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limited to medium/large scale practices, and most
overseas designers tend to work as consultants and
masterplanners.
Learning from China	
For all that we in the West are able to offer China,
we must also recognise that there are lessons
that we can take from a rapidly urbanising
emerging economy, with an evolving educational
environment. This includes, but is not limited to,
understanding China’s more dynamic approach
to infrastructure provision. In addition, China
grapples with a previously unknown pace and scale
of development that requires new 21st century
models appropriate for city design: new forms of
masterplanning that move beyond the evolutionary
growth that have largely been dominant throughout
history.

For all that we in the West are
able to offer China, we must also
recognise that there are lessons
that we can take from a rapidly
urbanising emerging economy,
with an evolving educational
environment

↑ Suzhou Urban Growth Map
↑↑ Suzhou Transportation
and Infrastructure Map
↑↑↑ Suzhou Figure Ground
Plan
All images: Suzhou Urban
Design Project by RGU
Stage 5
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This is one reason why students at Robert
Gordon University in Aberdeen, Scotland, are
conducting an Urban Development Project for a
21st century settlement in Suzhou, a prefecturelevel city of over 10 million people located in the
southeast of Jiangsu Province in Eastern China. At
a time of inertia in the West, there’s great value in
sensitising students to more dynamic areas of the
globe, and the unit will consider the possibilities
associated with creating new settlements in China,
assessing how to meet the population growth needs
while retaining an authentic sense of place, and
addressing city design in the context of the need
for local and global connectivity. Collectively the
students will investigate the cultural influences that
shape how cities grow.
In China, architecture and design are
traditionally taught by rote, in a system based on
the Confucian examinations for the Chinese Civil
Service, with its emphasis on repetition, copying
and memorising. Recently, however, in line with
rapidly changing economic and social conditions,
space is emerging for new educational models.
Xi’an Jiaotong –Liverpool University (XJTLU) has an
innovative curriculum and is pioneering a teaching
strategy unique to Chinese schools, which stresses
contextual analysis and critical thinking, and where
urban design thinking is being properly embedded
within architectural education.
One benefit of taking the students to Suzhou
is the chance to link them up with XJTLU and to
compare the state of architectural and urban design
education and practice to the experience at home.
The task now is to apply significant lessons in
approach to how we should shape the development
of urban design knowledge, learning and practice in
the UK.

•
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Boom Town:
A Year in Shenzhen

Sarah Shuttleworth recounts her experience of working
in China for a year

I had always planned to work abroad, Asia being
my favoured destination because of its reputation
for offering good opportunities for UK designers,
not to mention the possibility of travelling to lots
of exciting places while working there. So, after
graduating in 2010, I didn’t need much persuasion
when I found out that I could fill a year’s break before
my next studies, with a job in the Shenzhen office of
KSR Architects.
My first surprise was how much easier than
expected was everything to set up and complete the
arrangements for flights, accommodation, insurance
and visas. The second surprise was that I would
be treated like a qualified designer – designing
the elements of projects delegated to me by my
senior. Whereas my friends in the UK spent most
of their time creating CAD drawings and working
on other people’s designs, in Shenzhen, computer
technicians produce the drawings. Instead, I was
able to concentrate on designing using hand drawing
and physical modelling as design tools. I could
also work on multiple projects – sometimes on the
scale of important new projects such as a Tibetan
temple encompassing a series of pavilions, gardens,
accommodation and meditation spaces.
The experience I gained was invaluable. On a
regular basis I individually presented my concepts
and design development ideas in front of the
whole office, which critically (and constructively)
discussed how to progress. This was the method
by which all designers within the practice seemed
to work. Involving the entire office in evaluating
designs seemed an engaging method of working.
I don’t wish to give the impression that life in
Shenzhen was all easy – indeed aspects were quite
testing. The language barrier was the obvious
challenge: while the office was international and
design team meetings were conducted in English,
liaising with clients was usually in Mandarin. Still,
evening classes helped me to get by in daily life.
Also, overtime is standard practice in China – being
in the office at 9.30pm was fairly common. The
experience of work-sleep-work-sleep can be at
times disorienting. But I still had a strong rapport
with my colleagues and made some good friends
outside work. There was also compensation in the
form of great opportunities to travel around China
and SE Asia.

One of the biggest benefits for a young designer
is the opportunity to engage daily with a completely
different culture. When looking out over Shenzhen
from the 15th floor of our Futian district office
tower, it never ceased to amaze that this metropolis
of more than 10 million people was little more than
a village just 30 years ago. To work in a construction
boom such as this, is to experience a dynamic that
is entirely different to the west. The pace of work
carried out in the office reflected this – although
this had drawbacks as well as benefits. Certainly
design and construction quality in China can
be rushed and poor. On the other hand, from a
personal perspective, even within the duration of
my stay, I could present proposals to clients, visit
sites, and – due to the rapid pace of development –
gain first-hand experience of projects from concept
to construction.
I enjoyed my year in Shenzhen and discovered
much about my strengths and weaknesses,
becoming more independent as a designer, while
expanding and diversifying my portfolio. If you are
open minded, whether struggling in the UK or not,
I would encourage exploring your job prospects in
China.

↖ View of Shenzhen
city from Meilin
↙ A view from the
civic centre
All images: Sarah
Shuttleworth
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Replication, Replication,
Replication
Alastair Donald re-evaluates the Chinese imitation of
Western designs

↑ Hangzhou, the greatest
hits of Parisian architecture
recreated in a sprawling
residential development
Photo credit: Bianca Bosker

In recent years, gleaming urban structures such
as OMA’s CCTV Tower and Steven Holl’s Linked
Hybrid have featured prominently in coverage
of emerging metropolitan China. Yet away from
the new CBDs, in the suburbs and satellite towns
of China’s burgeoning cities, the construction
boom of the last 20 years has given birth to a
very different form of development. Its products
– Thames Town, Fontainebleau Villas, Hallstatt,
Venice Gardens, Rancho Santa Fe, Yujiapu, to
name but a few – are instances of the ‘theme
towns’ or ‘copycat cities’ phenomenon that has
been sweeping across China.
Take the residential complex in Chengdu,
seemingly the twin of Dorchester, England: not
only does it replicate the layout of Dorchester’s
streets and squares, and urban typologies such
as terraced houses with pitched roofs, but even
the materiality of the streetscapes seems familiar,
right down to the black metal street lamps
mimicking the gaslights of Ye Old England.
Head east to Shanghai: here the One City, Nine
Towns initiative ensures that on a daytrip around
the urban fringes, it is possible to stumble upon
townscapes associated with Scandinavia, Spain,
Canada, Holland, Italy, Germany and England.
These are satellite towns, scale replicas of foreign
cities housing up to 300,000 people. Thames
Town even has a Queen of England’s foot guard
patrol. Elsewhere, marvel at the Eiffel Tower in
Tianducheng, take a gondola trip through Venice
Water Town in Hangzhou, or visit a peninsula
southeast of Beijing where the towers of Yujiapu
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signify an intended new financial centre, a near
facsimile of Manhattan.
Original Copies
In Europe and America, most of what has been
said and written about these copycat cities betrays
puzzlement or even amusement at what are viewed
as kitsch developments. Some are simply indignant:
Mayor Scheutz of Hallstatt, Austria, a World
Heritage listed village, even complained to the UN
about the full-scale replica of his town in Boluo,
southern China, complete with its Alpine-style
wood houses and Roman-numeral clock tower.
However, given that copycat cities are
widespread and often popular – for example, a
few years back, surveys showed as much as 70 per
cent of Beijing property development emphasised
western architectural motifs – an enquiry into
the urban design and social dynamics associated
with theme towns seems long overdue. This makes
Bianca Bosker’s Original Copies (2013) one of the
more welcome additions to the growing literature
on Chinese cities. Bosker spent – on and off – 6
years in China undertaking East Asian studies and
pursuing additional interests in architecture and
Chinese visual culture. Built around observations,
field research and interviews, Original Copies
goes beyond the often shallow and sometimes
prejudicial reports of China’s urban emergence. So
what are the forces underlying what Bosker terms
‘duplitecture’ and ‘simulacrascapes’ – architecture
and urban design that stresses imitation rather than
innovation?

Topic
The New Chinese Dream?
Original Copies situates theme towns in the context
of China’s transition to modernity, a condition of
social and urban flux which has seen more than 300
million migrants absorbed into metropolitan areas
in the space of just 30 years. Given that the state has
for more than 60 years exercised command control
over all aspects of economic and social life, it’s
little surprise that maintaining stability is deemed
a priority, and that pressing questions have come
to the fore as to how to create and maintain a new
society, and what shape it should take.
The most visible change in China occurs through
urban building programmes, and ensures that space
and housing for the growing urban population –
China aims to build 36 million units in the four
years to 2015 – have become central to discussions
over the social and economic future of the new
China. Consequently, theme towns are shaped
by a diverse cast of private consumers, business
interests, municipal governments and Communist
Party functionaries and policy makers. All have,
according to Bosker, contributed to the conception
and materialisation of these new ‘simulacrascapes’
which embody not a singular story, but a confluence
of pragmatic requirements and symbolic needs.
On one level, copycat cities can be understood
as the construction of a story through space –
although this is seldom a straightforward tale.
Certainly the typologies, urban forms and detailing
taken from carefully selected locations (mostly
western Europe, often Mediterranean) and historic
periods (Renaissance, Victorian) may appear
kitsch. But as the territory of China’s emerging
middle classes, these places can be understood
as aspirational environments, intentionally
emblematic of modern comforts and space
standards, deliberately symbolising sophistication,
lifestyle choices and identity, all intended to
broadcast a break from the past.
When the housing of yesteryear is encapsulated
by the 1970s government slogan ‘Functional,
economical; delightful if conditions permit’ and
the grim reality was the bleak apartment blocks
produced by Maoist urban development, it’s little
wonder that contemporary aspiration is embodied
by the desire to reject past Chinese design. In this
sense, western urban forms stand for transcending
circumstances, while becoming worldly is a means
to display one’s modernity. Neighbourhood names
such as Galaxy Dante (Shenzhen) and Garden of
Monet (Shanghai) may seem far-fetched, but for
their occupiers, they bestow and confirm a status of
newly civilised lifestyles.
Today in the West, when the rejection of
modernity goes hand in hand with promoting
localism over internationalism, and leads the
ethical middle classes to chastise conspicuous
displays of wealth, and instead adopt eco-chic
styles, western bemusement at theme towns is often
an expression of hostility to the open display of new
Chinese wealth.
Complexity and Contradictions in
Copycat Cities
However, while theme towns no doubt fulfil some
of the immediate aspirations of their inhabitants,
the dynamic driving these developments can also
be found in the impragmatic requirements of
other players. For a state which attempts to realise

its desire for stability through the drive for new
housing, and for developers operating within a
target driven culture focussed on units delivered,
‘duplitecture’ – or the replication of models of
development tried and tested elsewhere – makes
sense.
Faced with targets imposed from the centre as
to where, what and how much to build, not only can
replicating western models, typologies and styles
save time and money in the design phase, but using
overseas know-how can help overcome the lack
of accumulated domestic experience. Meanwhile,
Bosker points out, at a time when the rapid drive to
build threatens the erasure of character, adopting a
variety of different western styles, provides a useful
branding process that helps distinguish otherwise

↑ China’s carbon-copy
of Venice: townhouses
overlooking manmade
canals on which ‘gondoliers’
navigate under stone
bridges
↑↑ The crown jewels
of Hangzhou’s Venice
Water Town residential
development
Photo credits: Bianca Bosker
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taste, these can become one of China’s infamous
Ghost Cities – the fully built but largely unoccupied
cities that result from a housing bubble which,
according to some reports, accounts for 64 million
empty units across China.
Nowhere is this more apparent than in German
Anting Town, a satellite of Shanghai. Here the
clichéd German town with half-timbered houses
and arched gates initially planned by Chinese
developers, was sacrificed after Frankfurt-based
Albert Speer & Partner put forward a model district,
representative of modern, environmentallyfriendly Germany. The double-glazing, central
heating, green spaces, ponds and canals – all
of which German Anting provided – were not
enough to attract a population. This is a Ghost City
undermined by its east-west facing windows that
confound expectations generated by Feng Shui,
the lack of boundary walls when the expectation is
that residential estates will be gated, and a lack of
transport infrastructure.

↑ Shanghai’s British-inspired
Thames Town lure potential
buyers with the promise
‘Dream of England. Live in
Thames Town’.
↑↑ Shanghai’s Holland
Village dotted with windmills,
planters with plastic tulips
and townhouses with dormer
windows and tiled spires
Photo credits: Bianca Bosker
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interchangeable new developments and create a
handy marketing tool to boot.
Ultimately, copycat cities epitomise the often
contradictory dynamics of China’s emergence into
the modern world, creating ambiguities that are an
established part of the modernisation processes
of all countries throughout history. For example,
the importation of western urban designs appears
to suggest a rejection of Chineseness. Yet these
developments are in fact often heavily modified, a
pick and mix approach which means that despite
all the focus on copying, developments are in
reality culturally adapted. Even Hallstatt is only a
fairly vague copy, despite the designs having been
developed after scans were used to generate a 3D
computer model of the entire town. What is iconic
or attractive from the European order is kept, while
the rest is revamped, whether through re-scaling,
transforming building heights, playing fast and
loose with courtyard forms, or adapting layouts to
the orientation required by Feng Shui.
Here is where we find one of the biggest
contradictions of all: amidst the centrally created
targets to build, when the selection of typologies to
import is misjudged, and/or when (often western)
designers fail to sensitively modify them to Chinese
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Conclusion: All change
It is important not to draw the wrong conclusions
from the contemporary experience of China. The
existence of copycat cities and ghost cities are not
reasons to reject the presence of western over local
designers, nor western-influenced urban designs
– although the emerging debate over past, present
and future, suggests possibilities for the emergence
of new urban models. Nor should we hope for an
end to grand masterplanned projects or the rapid
urbanisation process of which they are part. After
all, it is this dynamic that has helped transform
China in little more than 30 years from rural to
urban, from an agrarian to a modern economy,
giving the mass of Chinese people a city-based
future while lifting 300 million+ people from
poverty.
In fact the culture of copy, which sometimes
includes dramatic misjudgements and often poor
execution, needs to be recognised for what it is –
indicative of the experimentation which inevitably
accompanies progress, and part and parcel of
China’s emergence into the modern world. In
the West, where the future is now a fearful place,
an outlook of precaution dominates, and the
guarantees we demand mean we talk a lot about
building and construct very little. The need to
improve the urban design of new Chinese cities is
vital, but when the future is genuinely up for grabs,
creative tensions, ambiguities and contradictions
are inevitably part of the furious drive to get there.
China is in a state of flux, and the comments of
one insightful 19th century observer of modernity
seem apposite: ‘all fixed, fast-frozen relations....
are swept away, all new-formed ones become
antiquated before they can ossify’. As Bosker
puts it, copycat cities can be viewed as a stage of
development in China, from imitative to generative,
from apprentice to master of new paradigms, from
retrograde to innovative in architectural design and
urban planning.

•
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Speculating on the Middle
of the Middle Kingdom
Darryl Chen describes three very different approaches to
Chinese urban development

Driving the most significant transformations
in Chinese urbanism is the phenomenon of the
widening middle class. The diversification of
Chinese society is producing new consumer
desires alongside huge shifts in the flows of
population. The state’s planning machinery has
been uneven and unwieldy in its responsiveness
to these demographic shifts. As a result urban
landscapes are being shaped by an unstable mix of
developmental opportunism, investor optimism,
party politicking and a planning system weighed
down by communist-era policy legacies.
These shifts are spatially evident within
territories that formerly could be described
as sub- or ex-urban, but are now difficult to
locate within a simple model of centre and
periphery. These areas are to an extent specific
to Chinese geography, but also reflective of wider
transformations that are happening in cities
around the world. Metropolitan areas are being
reconfigured by migrations, flows of capital,
and winds of political decree. These phenomena
are coming to characterise both developed
cities like London and rapidly growing cities
in China. However within China’s expanding
and diversifying social spectrum, those formal
deformations take on exaggerated dimensions.
The following are three projects that Hawkins/
Brown have recently undertaken or collaborated
on, in the expanding fields of Chinese

metropolises. Together they provide a brief insight
into the theme of ‘middling’ at the level of typology,
district and policy.
Realising the Middle Class Dream:
Nordic City
On the outside, this shopping mall is a cousin
to many a ubiquitous shopping mall around the
suburban world: a five-storey monolith surrounded
by a moat of car parking. Entry is via north, east
and south gates, each of vacuous atrium of signage
and potted plants, sucking consumers smoothly
into a digestive tract filled with consumer products.
Large video screens adorning the façades announce
a curiously monotonous selection of products
contained within. More than 600 shops identical in
size, sell leather products from a limited repertoire
of shoes, handbags and belts. This shopping market
typology is a hyperventilating culmination of
agglomeration logic. Such buildings are numerous
throughout north Chengdu, each block an island
of super-specialisation separated from the next by
eight-lane roadways.
Another local typology, the ‘soho tower’
comprises small flexible units that can be adopted
as living quarters, office or storage. Sometimes
sitting atop the shopping podium, these towers
provide additional back-office and residential space
for retailers, a kind of super-extrapolation of the
flat-above-shop.

↑ Nordic City
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↑ Sanhe Station masterplan

This forms the development context for
the Nordic City of Living and Learning. The
auspicious title might be just another Chinese
development attaching incongruous European
imagery to a mixed use development, were it not
for the fact that this masterplan is anchored by a
Scandanavian-run management school, purporting
to bring a different model of learning to China.
The brief was to clearly express something of
the Nordic within the commercial element of the
masterplan. Even prior to formal development
approvals, a healthy number of pre-lets indicates
this development will not be an investor-led
symptom of the bubble economy, but a reflection
of the kind of commercial appetite the burgeoning
middle classes can sustain.
The brief considers shopping as a leisure
experience, part of a holistic lifestyle of balanced
living, working and learning. While this is
familiar territory in more sophisticated retail
markets, the challenge here has been to prise open
opportunities to diversify what would otherwise be
driven by narrowly defined commercial concerns.
At the district scale, it is positioned along a
strategically important road corridor and thus is
required by Party officials to present a striking
realisation of its prominent position. Urbanism as
a political image is expressed here in raw terms.
However thanks to a forward-thinking client, the
site has the potential to realise more than an empty
landmark or another insular commercial typology,
but an anchored place.

investment in rail infrastructure is the envy of
many a democracy-fearing administration around
the world. And while Chinese local governments
flirt with dangerously high levels of borrowing, the
undeniable effects include the opening up of huge
territories to greater numbers of urban-bound
migrants.
The masterplan is for the 100 hectare Sanhe
area around a new station on the metro extension.
Ostensibly a means of facilitating and regulating
the nature of the land sale that will fund the rail
infrastructure, the project provides an opportunity
to think about the future form of the Chinese city.
Flagrantly unspectacular, the scheme imagines how
to create an exemplary normal neighbourhood for
the rising middle classes. The middle manager for a
province-scaled logistics company, or a professional
from a local design institute and their families are
the kinds of people who will find homes here.
Sanhe masterplan is located on a site which is
not just in an area of the expanding city, but more
accurately part of a regional network, formed by
priority corridors, green infrastructure, orbital
commuting patterns, local employment centres and
expanding rapid transport systems. The scheme
introduces neighbourhood attractions outside the
normal repertoire of property speculation, and
seeks to maximise lifestyle opportunities. The aim
has been to provide a prototypical transit-oriented
development, hoping that sensible models of
development become more pervasive than glossy
form-driven exercises.

Aiming to be normal: Sanhe station
masterplan
Sanhe was reputedly a stopping-off point on one
of the main Silk Roads that provided a pre-modern
superhighway of cultural and economic exchange
from China to the Near East. As if to reinforce this
significance, a silk museum, ceremonial silk gate
and historic village of silk workshops are currently
under construction in this locale in north Chengdu.
A conduit to other worlds in times past, Sanhe is
now poised to signify entry into the middle class
world of home ownership.
Chengdu’s metro line 3 is set on a trajectory
towards realising that dream. Chinese government

The New [Socialist] Village:
Caochangdi
Outside the fifth ring road of Beijing, Caochangdi
presents itself as somewhat of a walled compound,
a kind of socialist realist version of San Gimignano,
with its own tightly spaced four and five-storey
cement-rendered blocks surrounded on two sides
by semi-dormant agricultural fields. A disorderly
network of streets mimics a grid, with some of
these passages fronted by commercial premises
– hair dressing salons, restaurants, grocery shops
and the like – and others leading to residential
dead-ends. The smells of northern Chinese cuisine
pour onto the street, washing hangs within reach of
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the passer-by, and there seems to be no functional
divide between the private and public realms.
Research reveals that this is one of few welcome
places in the city for the hordes of construction
workers, taxi drivers and labourers who have
moved in from the countryside. Once rural land,
these fields have become encroached by the city’s
borders, and their resident farmers in need of
income have turned into developer-landlords.
However there is something more going on here.
Robert Mangurian and Mary-Ann Ray characterise
the village as an unlikely collision between humble
semi-urban life and the global art market. Ai Weiwei
moved his studio here nearly thirteen years ago
and the place has since seen a mini-boom in artist
studios, galleries and other creative enterprises.
Caochangdi is poised precariously between on
the one hand a top-down planning system that
could decree demolition for the village’s illegal
structures and wholesale redevelopment for the
speculative property market, and on the other the
bottom-up entrepreneurialism which has secured
economic livelihood for its residents and incubated
a globally visible cottage industry. Authorities
are effectively holding off action to see if the
experiment is successful. With tens of thousands of
‘villages in the city’ throughout China, the stakes
are huge.
Whatever the future of Chinese urban villages,
they present an interesting alternative to the way
we commonly perceive the village in modernised
western metropolises. With the promotion of
localism in the UK, the potential for rethinking
the village has never been greater. This is an
opportunity to speculate about what a village
could be – indeed how a village may recover its
productive and self-governing potential.
The New [Socialist] Village research project
reverse-engineers Caochangdi to reveal a set of
development principles that poses how a village
might be made in the contemporary metropolis.
The product is an audacious regeneration blueprint,
a series of propositions that guide the making of
a village including: promoting small plot sizes,
going fiscally off-grid in a municipalisation of tax
revenue; lessening regulatory burdens on land use
and building form; and instilling a co-operative

↑ New [socialist] village

The opportunism that comes with
site development from both private
and public spheres creates a
competitive noise against which
architectural commissions play out
mentality that enables the village to potentially
operate as a single enterprise.
The phenomenon of Caochangdi casts new
light on what the village in the city could offer
contemporary cities in the west. Caochangdi is
operating within an unstable zone between topdown authority and bottom-up entrepreneurialism.
The suspension of enforcement of regulations has
made an unstable space within the margins of the
rural/urban divide. This is where an experiment has
been staged that is both unexpected, and one of the
most promising test cases for urban development
within Chinese cities.
Conclusion
The diversification of Chinese society has opened
up a new territory situated between the urban
and rural. Here is a fluid arena of overlapping
economic zones, growth corridors, reform areas,
and infrastructure belts that flesh out the messy
reality between planning policy and developmental
economics. The opportunism that comes with
site development from both private and public
spheres creates a competitive noise against which
architectural commissions play out. Within this
shifting landscape, consultants hold a tactical
position to find opportunities for meaningful
change within the facilitation of explicit briefs.
While we lament our impotency in influencing
macro structures (from property ownership laws to
centrally-defined planning regulations that govern
setbacks and carbon management), we are usefully
engaged in an urban practice where specific project
briefs can be redefined and current norms of urban
development rethought – in order to promise more
stable outcomes for China’s middle class.

•

•

Darryl Chen leads
the urban design studio
at Hawkins/Brown, and
pursues independent
research as co-founder of
Tomorrow’s Thoughts Today

Issue 127 – Summer 2013 – Urban Design — 37

Book reviews

Ideas That Matter: The
Worlds of Jane Jacobs
Max Allen, Editor, Island Press,
2012, PB, £18.99,
ISBN 978-0921773443
I wish I had known Jane Jacobs. More than
anyone else I never knew, I would have
implicitly trusted the judgement of this
benign-looking grey-haired old lady wearing
big round glasses and sensible shoes, with an
intellect as sharp as a razor, and a willingness to start a brawl if need be. On April 26th
2006, I greeted my graduate urban design
class with the sad news that Jane Jacobs
had died the previous day, and we had a brief
discussion on her significance. I felt I had lost
a friend and ally.
This book is a sort of Festschrift: it is
as though someone has emptied an entire
filing cabinet and sorted the contents into
thematic chapters. There are letters from
Jane to family members and friends, book
reviews, press reports, correspondence with
publishers, friends and enemies (including
Robert Moses and Lewis Mumford), texts of
speeches, and appreciations commissioned
for the book.
Among the latter is a brief but wonderful
fax sent by Jan Morris (‘I have never met her
but…..I feel I know her’). She writes of the
qualities in people and cities she likes and
dislikes, and says of them ‘I don’t really know
how much of it is original to my own thought.
Long ago my reasoning was Jacobsized, and
all unwitting I probably joined the long ranks
of her plagiarists’. I first read The Death and
Life of Great American Cities in my final year
at architecture school, when doing a townplanning project (urban design was not in the
vocabulary), and was very impressed by it.
Twelve years later, I read it again as an urban
design student at Oxford. I clearly remember
my astonishment, as each chapter revealed
the sources of ideas which I had negligently
come to assume to be my own.
The chapter headings give an idea of the
flavour and content: Ideas. In which Jane
Jacobs writes about her life, gives a speech
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about traffic, and is arrested for inciting a
riot. Toronto. No sooner has the Jacobs family moved to Toronto (‘a city which works’)
than an expressway is announced – that will
run right through their house. A movie is
made with Marshall McLuhan. The expressway is stopped. Democracy. Working for the
U.S. government, Jane Jacobs faces a Cold
War interrogatory (‘Are you now, or have you
ever been…?). She is arrested at an anti-draft
demonstration, is invited to the White House,
supports the Chicago Seven, protests the War
Measures Act, and is asked by the Canadian
military and the British police to give them
advice.
I admire the generous spirit of the editor
shown in the inclusion of many sour and vitriolic comments on Jacobs. From the executive
director of the American Society of Planning
Officials: ‘…..Mrs Jacobs has presented the
world with a document that will be grabbed
by screwballs and reactionaries and used to
fight civic improvement and urban renewal
projects for years to come’. With similar
charitableness, I give the last word to Robert
Moses, in a letter to Jane’s publisher at
Random House, who had sent him a copy of
Death and Life… ‘I am returning the book you
sent me. Aside from the fact that it is intemperate and inaccurate, it is also libellous. Sell
this junk to someone else’.

•

Joe Holyoak

Capital Spaces
Matthew Carmona and
Filipa Matos Wunderlich,
Routledge, 2012, £29.99,
ISBN 978-0415527095
Capital Spaces presents a systematic review
of London’s public realm with an emphasis
on the last fifteen years. Many of the findings
apply to other cities and constitute a useful
handbook for urban designers. The authors
focus on the changing roles of the market and
the state – national and local – in the shaping, ownership, production, management and
use of public spaces. Resorting to various

typologies and based on empirical research,
they analyse selected spaces produced by
the corporate, private and public sectors.
Unfortunately, many diagrams and tables are
so small as not to be readable.
The book contrasts New Labour’s urban
renaissance with the current market-state
continuum operating under public sector
austerity, and concludes that this third way is
keeping London and its civic society in good
stead.
Perhaps not enough credit is given to the
many bottom-up activities which have led to
shifts in public realm policies, and sometimes
to greater, albeit not generalised participation by prospective users. The stance is that
with the public realm being of more than
local importance, incorporating local wishes
into its urban design may not be the right
way forward. Users’ perceptions are shown
in the comparisons between two or three
schemes of civic, consumption, community,
domestic and in-between spaces. However,
on the whole these spaces were conceived by
designers and implemented by their clients
following their own ideas of what constitutes
good public realm or good urban design,
while their management, maintenance and
use accrue to other stakeholders.
The chapter on the drivers (re-)creating
public spaces states that public participation was paradoxically weak in the schemes
studied (according to a common framework).
Considering that these spaces were designed
for public use, this remark may not speak
univocally in favour of the design professionals, let alone the development industry,
which is seen as the main mover in making
new public space happen. Much emphasis is
put on the role of the stakeholders: planning,
transportation, conservation agencies, land
and building owners, developers and designers. The latter are seen in a key position and
only estate managers are considered capable
of countering design intentions, unlike users
who are not attributed such a powerful role.
The final chapter returns to the arguments and counter-arguments of the urban
public realm and addresses the critiques one
by one. Optimistically, the book concludes
that public space is not all that bad in
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London, as long as the development industry
recognises its complex nature. This leaves
flexibility for interpreting what types of open
spaces to include in new developments. They
can be gated, private and inward looking,
or formal, busy and receptive, or capable of
accommodating diverse activities, providing
they add value to the developments. These
new open spaces, neither bad or inferior,
reflect social change legitimately: different
spaces for different purposes and different
groups make for liveable cohabitation. The
lessons learned from the varied and complex
spaces of a global city evaluated in the book,
offer opportunities for thriving cities of today
and tomorrow.
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The City at Eye Level:
Lessons for Street Plinths
Meredith Glaser, Mattijs van
’t Hoff, Hans Karssenberg,
Jeroen Laven, Jan van
Teeffelen (eds), Eburon, The
Netherlands, 2012, E 29.90 at
www.thecityateyelevel.com,
ISBN 978-9059727144
A collection of papers and case studies,
this book is a campaign plea for the better
treatment of ground floors. The argument is
that the ground floors of buildings should be
considered the plinths of the city and therefore, significant investment aimed at them is
required in the design and development process. The book was born out of a project by
Dutch consultancy Stipo to prepare a plinth
strategy for the planning department in Rotterdam. It is aimed at planners, architects,
politicians and developers, is well illustrated
throughout and attractively designed. The
case studies in particular are well structured
and make convincing arguments.
The collection of themed papers and discussions which makes up the majority of the
book can at times be repetitive, due in part
to the huge number of authors, which means
some relatively simple arguments are made

again and again with no cross reference. The
papers are themed under headings such as
‘public realm and the user’, ‘property and
development’ and ‘ownership and management’. The one strong message reinforced
throughout by words and images, is that
ground floors should be active, which to an
urban designer feels a little like motherhood
and apple pie. However, a small number of
the arguments do pick up the case for the
significant number of streets which cannot
feasibly be lined with cafes and restaurants,
and make some insightful comments about
enhancing the more bulk standard residential
or office ground floors. One paper stands out
in this sense, providing a welcome dose of
reality: ‘a city needs some boring faÇades’.
Wies Sanders argues the case for Flemish
style parking with parking lots behind high
quality garage doors.
The book ends with a very useful section,
which thoroughly and as succinctly as possible, brings together all 75 of the lessons from
the papers and case studies. It is this list that
all those in the development industry should
be asked to read, as the style of the rest of
the book might put off those that most need
to hear its messages.
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Masterplanning Futures
Lucy Bullivant, Routledge, 2011,
£32.99, ISBN 978-0415554473
‘Traditionally, a master plan was a top-down
blueprint, a convergence of form and values
that has very often become just a superficial
zoning exercise but nonetheless a powerful
determining tool of socio-spatial relations…
But the definition has broadened and a master plan is now in many people’s eyes interchangeable with the word ‘vision’, its framework plan based on a deeply researched
envisioning exercise drawing on the views,
wishes and even votes of the public, because
urban design is now a collective affair’.
So says Lucy Bullivant, author of Responsive Environments:Architecture, Art and

Design, in the introductory chapter of her
new book which explores the subject of masterplanning and devotes chapters to some
20 examples of recent master plans selected
from all over the world.
The introductory chapter addresses a
number of issues: the abstractness of the
master plan, the need for it to respond to
changing circumstances, the gated communities, informal development and social equity,
the importance of landscape and ecology,
the response to climate change, the public
endorsement, and the enabling framework.
The selected examples include postindustrial urban regeneration projects in
Copenhagen and Hamburg, city centre and
waterfront projects in Doha and Seattle, a
science and technology district in Singapore,
post-disaster urban regeneration projects in
Constitucion (Chile) and New Orleans, social
equity projects in Medellin and Johannesburg, eco-cities in Abu Dhabi and Logroño
(Spain), landscape-driven urban plans in Milan, Madrid, Mexico and Valencia, a water city
plan in South Korea and urban growth plans in
the Netherlands, China and Australia.
These master plans are all different, each
geared to the challenges of an individual
context, but they nevertheless have much
in common. What is very evident is that a
master plan is no longer a blueprint dictated
by a master. The author is of the opinion that
a master plan is an oxymoron and she prefers
to use the terms ‘adaptive plan’ and ‘adaptive
principles’. In her epilogue she sets out 36
principles to be followed in the preparation
of such a plan.
I agree with the author that the term
master plan has become somewhat loose.
In her introductory chapter she says that in
terms of scale, a master plan’s scope can be
seen as a neighbourhood or as large as 55
hectares…. but some of the selected examples are much larger than that. Masdar, for
example, covers 550 hectares and some city
authorities are even referring to their entire
city plans as master plans. The definition
certainly needs to be tightened.
A handsome tome, well written, extensively researched and beautifully illustrated.

•

Tim Catchpole

Issue 127 – Summer 2013 – Urban Design — 39

Book reviews

Cycle Space Architecture
& Urban Design in the Age
of the Bicycle
Steven Fleming, NAI Publishers,
2012, £15.00, ISBN 978-9462080041
Steven Fleming is a cyclist, an architect
and an enthusiast and he has an idea. Cycle
Space is an enthusiast’s book and Fleming
never lets you forget it. Each of the eight
sections of the book focuses on a case study
of an aspect of cycling in a specific city, and
throughout Steven Fleming’s idea is the driving force. He sees derelict industrial areas as
a desert waiting for rebirth through the introduction of free wheeling cycle routes. Linking
these areas will be old river beds, promenades and disused railway lines. Fleming sees
cycling as a natural extension of daily living.
He opposes the cycle-only routes of highway
engineers and he has little time for lycra-clad
fundamentalists. Cycling is a right but in a
give and take way.
Through case studies, Fleming is able to
identify particular characteristics of urban
cycling. He headlines cycling in Amsterdam
as Practical, in New York as Political, in Copenhagen as Design, in Sydney as Prestigious;
in Singapore, with a touch of irony it is seen
as Free, Cool in Portland, Green in Chicago,
and finally in Paris as Theatrical.
Are these fair summaries? In the case of
Amsterdam, a place where pedestrians and
cyclists seem to mix easily, it does seem fair.
Cycling in Copenhagen does seem chic and
inspired by design. Paris is always theatrical,
or perhaps dramatic. In New York political
seems a little tame, and Fleming’s suggestion
that Stuyvesant Town could be a model for
future cycle campuses is surprising. Perhaps
the section on Sydney is the most relevant
to the British scene but Prestigious does not
seem entirely appropriate. Good photographs
introduce each section and one that shows
five signs in Sydney to tell people not to use
a cycle path seems familiar, as is the reliance
on rules and the desire to separate different
people, bikes and cars. Rules appear also to
govern cycling in Singapore: is the use of Free
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ironic? Fleming’s favourite places are those
where people and cycles can mix together in
a symbiotic fashion. Portland joins Amsterdam and Copenhagen in this category.
This is a challenging book, it cannot compare with that pedestrians’ champion, Ritter’s
Planning for Man and the Motor. Cycling still
waits for that cry for fairness. It is however a
good start if you can survive Fleming’s rather
hectic writing style.
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A Smart Guide to Utopia –
111 Inspiring Ideas for a
better city
Ben Hammersley et al, leCool,
2012, £24.00, ISBN 978-8461577293
Too many books about urban areas view cities, particularly large and dense ones, as the
source of all evils. It is therefore refreshing
to read one which celebrates cities as ‘what
makes us human’ and ‘the success story of
our species’. This view is not nostalgic but
on the contrary, a forward looking approach
based on what is happening now in a number
of cities around the world.
The book is organised in sections that reflect how people use the city: Live, Work, Eat
& Drink, Buy, and Play. Each one starts with a
short introduction giving a personal and current view of the topic, and ends with a reflection, in some cases speculating on how things
may be in the future. In between are the 111
ideas of the subtitle and these make the
core and the raison d’être of the publication.
These are not just ideas but initiatives that
are being implemented mostly in Europe and
the US. They range from alternative sources
of energy, through sharing office or storage
space, growing, distributing or sharing food
in the city, exchanging goods and services, to
using vacant spaces for art or leisure. Many
are brilliant ideas and the website given at
the bottom of the page allows readers to find
out more.
And there perhaps the problems with

the book start: too many of the examples are
very well intentioned, very clever initiatives
by well meaning middle class dwellers (what
the French call Bobos, bohemian bourgeois),
happy to grow their own food, have surprise
dinners with strangers or paint the local
potholes. This doesn’t diminish their intrinsic
value – they are still great – but their chances
of spreading to a wider population are limited. Like its sponsor, Smart cars, the book is
a well designed, intelligent urban object, but
it is not cheap and has a limited audience.
The Guide is nevertheless of interest to
urban designers because it points to an approach that takes sustainability at its core,
using low and high tech at the same time. It
proves – if proof was needed – how sustainability, technology and urban design are
linked. A number of the examples are community initiatives and use very basic tools; at
the same time all the advantages of information technology are harnessed. It is not
entirely utopian as it is based on real cases,
and it may well lead to a better city. A better
index by themes would have been helpful.
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Understanding Cities,
Method in Urban Design
Alexander R Cuthbert, Routledge
2011, £21.99, ISBN 978-0415608244
Which urban designer would not like to
understand cities better? Expectations are
that this book would bring greater insights
and pointers towards better urban design.
Perhaps three books written sequentially on
urban design, urban form and methods of urban design from the same wide range of scientific and epistemological standpoints may
be beyond the grasp of urban practitioners.
In all three volumes of his trilogy, Cuthbert approaches his topic from a discussion
of theory and scientific method; epistemology of history; contrasting philosophical
paradigms; urban planning and the public
realm from the standpoint of spatial political
economy; culture related to urban symbolism
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After completing architectural training in
1961 at Cambridge David Levitt worked for
five years as assistant to Patrick Hodgkinson
on the design of the Brunswick Centre in
Bloomsbury. With David Bernstein, who was
also working for Hodgkinson, he co-founded
Levitt Bernstein in 1968. At the same time
the two founding partners started what is
now one of the largest charitable housing
associations in south-east England.
With continuous board membership of a
housing association over 40 years, David
Levitt has always retained a strong interest
in the concerns of both clients and users
– a breadth of experience that prompted
the writing of this book. He has also been
involved in research on housing policy and
standards throughout that period, most
recently engaged on the topic of housing
families in very high-density urban situations.
He is currently ‘design champion’ on the
board of the Catalyst Housing Group,
a board member of Design for Homes,
a member of the CABE Enabling Panel,
chairman of the RIBA Housing Group, an
assessor on behalf of the RIBA of the National
Housing Design Awards and a director of a
small housing-development company.

‘Even in the recent boom, insufficient housing
was provided to meet demand, and that
which was built was often of inferior quality
and poor design. There have, however,
been exceptions and triumphs, and many of
them are usefully demonstrated here. This
is an invaluable book for practitioners and
students alike, offering plenty of ideas for
good housing design. It considers the work
of some of the best architectural practices,
and helps us to learn from their successes so
that we can ensure truly sustainable housing
for a civilised society.’
Peter Bishop, Group Director, Design,
Development & Environment, London
Development Agency

THE HOUSING DESIGN HANDBOOK
A guide to good practice

David Levitt

‘In this book, David Levitt does what all good
architects should do. He takes a lifetime of
experience in housing, selects the best work
of Levitt Bernstein and others in the same
field, and distils all this accumulated wisdom
into a book that students and architects and
those both commissioning and regulating
housing will find invaluable.’
Hugh Pearman, architecture critic, The
Sunday Times; Editor, RIBA Journal

David Levitt Levitt Bernstein

Levitt Bernstein

Levitt Bernstein is recognised as a practice
creating architecture of the highest
quality, which embodies a deep sense of
responsibility towards clients, the people
who use their buildings and the environment
to which they relate. Over a period of 40
years the practice has grown and the scope
of its work has increased to include cultural,
educational, commercial and mixed use
buildings alongside major regeneration
projects that include every kind of housing,
urban design and landscape architecture.

THE HOUSING
DESIGN
HANDBOOK

The Housing Design Handbook is a
primer, providing a firm foundation of
practical knowledge and placing on
record accumulated expertise about the
practicalities of design and construction.
The book interleaves the work of Levitt
Bernstein with many other examples of UK
and European practice to illustrate good
design principles. Case studies deal with
examples of schemes spanning the period
from the 1980s up to current practice.
Housing projects from the past 40 years
are revisited to see whether the ideas
that lay behind their design have proved
sustainable, and what changes are needed if
the objectives for environmental sustainability
and the challenge of increased densities are
to be met.

A guide
to good
practice

The book provides:
• a range of examples illustrating
approaches to issues in housing design and
an assessment of their success;
• a review of the place of housing as the
most significant built form in the urban
landscape, and the importance of achieving
a sense of place as the bedrock of social
continuity;
• an exploration of why some social
groupings are more resistant to design
innovation than others, with architectural
breakthroughs in market-led, high-density
urban living while families in outer areas
seem unable to embrace well-designed
modern homes;
• a broad examination of sustainability,
addressing the challenges of climate change
and the vital need to design in the flexibility to
adjust to changes in housing needs.
Championing a ‘bottom-up’ approach to
housing design, this is an essential reference
for professionals and students practicing and
studying the design and commissioning of
housing.
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and new urbanism; gender with an excursion
into feminism; environment encompassing
natural ecology as well as urban density;
aesthetics related to the production of the
city and art. While he uses continuous crossreferences across the three volumes, he
finally turns to typologies characterising the
urban of today and ends with what he calls
‘pragmatics’ which includes a review of urban
manifestos.
It takes a determined and erudite reader
to grasp the complexity of this book’s content. Perhaps a less ambitious, more focused
framework would have been of greater use to
‘reflexive practitioners from all built environment disciplines’ listed among the expected
readers of this book.
Sometimes illustrations may assist those
whose study years may be long behind them.
Most of the black and white illustrations
show individual buildings, plans and faÇades,
in effect architecture, together with interiors, furniture, monuments, public art and
sculpture. Geddes’ valley section associated
with occupations and Ebenezer Howard’s
prototype for garden cities are used to discuss ‘heterology’ and new urbanism, while
diagrams of Burgess’ of concentric theory and
Hoyt’s sector theory of urban growth figure.
The only urban plans are Moholy-Nagy’s archetypical forms of cities shown in the history
section considered from a purely geometrical
point of view. People figure in the chapter on
typologies which predicts corporate domination of the public realm in the developed
world while slums, global migrants and the
dispossessed will generate a new vocabulary
of space.
As the bulk of the chapters touch upon
a vast number of concepts and authors in
a succinct critique of their positions, urban
designers may find some useful hints in the
conclusions of the various chapters. They
tend to point to a twofold message: the need
for more research, together with some hope
of resistance by design praxis to the more oppressive functions of capitalist urbanisation.
How that could be translated into everyday
professional practice of urban design is left
to the readers.

•

Judith Ryser

The Housing Design
Handbook: A Guide to
Good Practice
David Levitt, Routledge, 2009,
£34.99, ISBN 978-0415491501
This well-illustrated book, which has been in
circulation for a few years, deserves a mention in this journal. Compiled by David Levitt
of Levitt Bernstein architects, it is an inspiring library of housing exemplars from key
1980s developments to today’s leading and
well-known schemes. It includes the work of
Levitt Bernstein and a wide range of other UK
practices, setting out good housing design
principles, case studies predominantly from
London, but with notable developments from
around the UK and Freiburg in Germany, and
a review of successes and failures.
The schemes are clearly understood and
appraised as places for social interaction and
a sense of belonging, as well as for privacy
and retreat, and the handbook covers high
density urban schemes through to the environmentally-driven ruralZED and schemes
in Milton Keynes’ suburbs. It is divided into
three parts: Built Form on design principles
in action, Social Issues on mixing tenures and
social/ family change, and Technical Issues
on sustainability and recent construction
innovations. It manages to combine useful
detailed material with thought-provoking
reflections on how we live now.
Designed by this journal’s own graphic
designer, Claudia Schenk, the book is a very
useful collection of housing schemes, all
presented in a similar way, with plans, photos
and data on densities, housing mix, parking
ratios, and the proportion of affordable housing. It is made even more useful by the simple
scaled line drawings of typical house plans,
sections, layout and location plans. It has
become an essential and attractive reference
for professionals and students designing and
studying housing.

•

Louise Thomas

Books also received
Tapping into the wire

Peter L Beilenson, Patrick A McGuire, John
Hopkins University Press, 2012,
ISBN 978-1421407500
A medical doctor and a journalist focus on
public health, using Baltimore as their empirical ground and referring to the TV series,
The Wire. Of interest to urban designer is the
‘place matters’ chapter. The argument is that
derelict housing and public realm contribute
to the propensity of poor public health.

Transforming Asian Cities

Edited by Nihal Perera and WingShing Tang, Routledge 2013,
ISBN 978-0415507394
A series of papers aiming to understand Asian
Cities and how space is created there. The
premise is that despite the dominance of a
European world view, the lingering effects of
colonial planning and globalisation, planners
need to enable local perceptions and practices of place-making. More illustrations and
tighter editing would be welcome.

Creating Green Roadways:
Integrating Cultural, Natural
and Visual Resources into
Transportation

James L. Sipes and Matthew L. Sipes,
Island Press, 2013, ISBN 978-1610913751
A guide to designing, planning and maintaining green roadways with a strong American
focus.

Principles of Ecological
Landscape Design

Travis Black, Island Press, 2013
A guide to applying ecological concepts to
constructed landscapes.

Urban Bikeway Design Guide

National Association of City Transportation
Officials, Island Press, 2013,
ISBN 978-1610914369
An attractive design guide to integrating
cycle infrastructure, aimed at North American cities.
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Regional contacts

Practice Index

Tim Catchpole, Planning
consultant specialising in industrial
parks

If you are interested in getting
involved with any regional activities
please get in touch with the following

Richard Cole architect and
planner, formerly Director of
Planning and Architecture of the
Commission for New Towns

LONDON

Directory of practices, corporate
organisations and urban design
courses subscribing to this index.
The following pages provide a service
to potential clients when they are
looking for specialist urban design
advice, and to those considering
taking an urban design course.

Alastair Donald is associate
director of the Future Cities Project
and co-editor of Lure of the City:
From Slums to Suburbs

STREET LONDON

Joe Holyoak, architect and
urban designer

SOUTH EAST

•
•
•
•
•

Sebastian Loew, architect and
planner, writer and consultant.
Author of Urban Design Practice: An
International Review (2012)

•
•

Jane Manning, Associate
at Allies and Morrison, Urban
Practitioners
Judith Ryser, researcher,
journalist, writer and urban affairs
consultant to Fundacion Metropoli,
Madrid

•

Alan Stones architect-planner,
urban design consultant and former
Head of Design at Essex County
Council

•

Louise Thomas, independent
urban designer

Robert Huxford and Louise Ingledow
T 020 7250 0892
E	admin@udg.org.uk
Katy Neaves
E	streetlondon@urban-design-group.
org.uk
Louise Thomas
T 01865 514643
E	louisethomas@tdrc.co.uk

SOUTH SOLENT

Peter Frankum
E pfrankum@savills.com

EAST MIDLANDS

Laura Alvarez
T 0115 962 9000
E	udgeastmidlands@googlemail.com

UDG STREET NORTH WEST

Emma Zukowski
E	street-north-west@urban-designgroup.org.uk

NORTH EAST

Georgia Giannopoulou
T 0191 222 6006
E	georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk

YORKSHIRE

Neither the Urban Design Group nor
the editors are responsible for views
expressed or statements made by
individuals writing in Urban Design

Robert Thompson
T 0114 2736077
M 07944 252955
E robert.thompson@sheffield.gov.uk

We welcome articles from our
readers. If you wish to contribute
to future issues, please contact the
editors.

SCOTLAND

Francis Newton, Jo White
Edinburgh
E	scotland@urban-design-group.org.uk

Wales

Serena Yao
E	serena.yao@urban-design-group.
org.uk

Those wishing to be included in future
issues should contact the UDG,
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T	020 7250 0892
C Louise Ingledow
E	admin@udg.org.uk
W	www.udg.org.uk

ADAM Architecture

Old Hyde House
75 Hyde Street
Winchester SO23 7DW
C	Peter Critoph
E	peter.critoph
@adamarchitecture.com
W	www.adamarchitecture.com
World-renowned for progressive,
classical design covering town
and country houses, housing
development, urban masterplans,
commercial development and public
buildings.

Alan Baxter & Associates

Consulting Engineers
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T	020 7250 1555
C	Alan Baxter
E	abaxter@alanbaxter.co.uk
W	www.alanbaxter.co.uk
An engineering and urban design
practice. Particularly concerned with
the thoughtful integration of buildings,
infrastructure and movement, and the
creation of places.

Albonico Sack Metacity
Architects & Urban
Designers

56 Gwigwi Mrwebi Street
Market Theatre Precinct
Newtown, Johannesburg
South Africa
T	+27 11 492 0633
C	Monica Albonico
E	monica@albosack.co.za
W	www.asmarch.com
A multi-disciplinary practice
specialising in large scale, green
field, urban regeneration and
upgrading strategies, as well as
residential, special and educational
projects.

Allen Pyke Associates

The Factory 2 Acre Road,
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF
T	020 8549 3434
C	David Allen/ Vanessa Ross
E	design@allenpyke.co.uk
W	www.allenpyke.co.uk
Innovative, responsive, committed,
competitive, process. Priorities:
people, spaces, movement, culture.
Places: regenerate, infill, extend
create.
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Allies & Morrison:
Urban Practitioners

85 Southwark Street, London SE1 0HX
T 020 7921 0100
C	Anthony Rifkin
E arifkin@am-up.com
W www.urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Specialist competition winning urban
regeneration practice combining
economic and urban design skills.
Projects include West Ealing and
Plymouth East End.

AMEC Environment &
Infrastructure UK Ltd

Gables House Kenilworth Road,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks CV32 6JX
T	01926 439 000
C	David Thompson
E	david.thompson@amec.com
W www.amec.com
Masterplanning, urban design,
development planning and
landscape within broad-based
multidisciplinary environmental and
engineering consultancy.

AREA

Grange, Linlithgow
West Lothian EH49 7RH
T	01506 843247
C	Karen Cadell/ Julia Neil
E	ask@area.uk.com
W	www.area.uk.com
Making places imaginatively to
deliver the successful, sustainable
and humane environments of the
future.

Arnold Linden

Chartered Architect
54 Upper Montagu Street,
London W1H 1FP
T	020 7723 7772
C	Arnold Linden
Integrated regeneration through the
participation in the creative process
of the community and the public
at large, of streets, buildings and
places.

Assael Architecture

Studio 13, 50 Carnwath Road
London SW6 3FG
T	020 7736 7744
C	Russell Pedley
E	pedley@assael.co.uk
W	www.assael.co.uk
Architects and urban designers
covering mixed use, hotel, leisure
and residential, including urban
frameworks and masterplanning
projects.

Atkins plc

Euston Tower, 286 Euston Road,
London NW1 3AT
T	020 7121 2000
C	Paul Reynolds
E	paul.reynolds@atkinsglobal.com
W www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a
range of built environment specialists
working together to deliver quality
places for everybody to enjoy.

Practice Index
Barton Willmore
Partnership

Beansheaf Farmhouse, Bourne Close,
Calcot, Reading, Berks RG31 7BW
T	0118 943 0000
C	James de Havilland, Nick Sweet and
Dominic Scott
E	masterplanning@bartonwillmore.
co.uk
W www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
Concept through to implementation
on complex sites, comprehensive
design guides, urban regeneration,
brownfield sites, and major urban
expansions.

The Bell Cornwell
Partnership

Oakview House, Station Road, Hook,
Hampshire RG27 9TP
T	01256 766673
C	Simon Avery
E	savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk
W	www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Specialists in Masterplanning and the
coordination of major development
proposals. Advisors on development
plan representations, planning
applications and appeals.

Bidwells

Bidwell House, Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD
T 01223 559404
C Helen Thompson
E helen.thompson@bidwells.co.uk
W www.bidwells.co.uk
Planning, Landscape and Urban
Design consultancy, specialising
in Masterplanning, Townscape
Assessment, Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment.

Boyer Planning

Crowthorne House, Nine Mile Ride
Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 3GZ
T	01344 753220
C	Craige Burden
E	craigeburden@boyerplanning.co.uk
W	www.boyerplanning.co.uk
Offices in Wokingham, Colchester,
Cardiff, Twickenham and London.
Planning and urban design
consultants offering a wide range of
services to support sites throughout
the development process: from
appraisals to planning applications
and appeals.

Broadway Malyan

3 Weybridge Business Park
Addlestone Road, Weybridge,
Surrey KT15 2BW
T 01932 845599
C Erik Watson
E e.watson@broadwaymalyan.com
W www.broadwaymalyan.com
We are an international
interdisciplinary practice which
believes in the value of placemaking-led masterplans that are
rooted in local context.

Brock Carmichael
Architects

19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
T	0151 242 6222
C	Michael Cosser
E	office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Masterplans and development
briefs. Mixed use and brownfield
regeneration projects. Design in
historic and sensitive settings.
Integrated landscape design.

Building Design Partnership

CITY ID

Burns + Nice

Clarke Klein & Chaudhuri
Architects

16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell,
London EC1V 4LJ
T	020 7812 8000
C	Andrew Tindsley
E	andrew.tindsley@bdp.com
W	www.bdp.co.uk
BDP offers town planning,
Masterplanning, urban design,
landscape, regeneration and
sustainability studies, and has teams
based in London, Manchester and
Belfast.
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T	020 7253 0808
C	Marie Burns/ Stephen Nice
E	bn@burnsnice.com
W	www.burnsnice.com
Urban design, landscape
architecture, environmental and
transport planning. Masterplanning,
design and public consultation for
community-led work.

Capita Symonds Ltd
(incorporating Andrew
Martin Associates)

Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham,
Chelmsford,
Essex CM3 3PJ
T	01245 361611
C	Sophie O’Hara Smith, Richard Hall
E	ama@capita.co.uk
W	www.capitasymonds.co.uk
Masterplans, urban design, urban
regeneration, historic buildings,
project management, planning, EIA,
landscape planning and design.

Carter Jonas

Berger House, 36-38 Berkeley Square
London W1J 5AE
T 020 7016 0720
C Rebecca Sanders
E rebecca.sanders@carterjonas.co.uk
W www.carterjonas.co.uk/en-GB/
dev-planning-development-2-1.aspx
Multidisciplinary practice working
throughout the UK, specialising in
urban design and masterplanning,
place-making, new settlements
and urban extensions, urban
regeneration, sustainability
and community consultation.
Complemented by in-house
architecture, planning, development,
investment, property and minerals
teams.

Chapman Taylor LLP

32 Queensway, London W2 3RX
T	020 7371 3000
E	ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
W	www.chapmantaylor.com
MANCHESTER
Bass Warehouse, 4 Castle Street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4LZ
T	0161 828 6500
E	ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international
firm of architects and urban
designers specialising in mixed
use city centre regeneration and
transport projects throughout the
world. Offices in Bangkok, Brussels,
Bucharest, Düsseldorf, Kiev, Madrid,
Milan, Moscow, New Delhi, Paris,
Prague, Sao Paulo, Shanghai and
Warsaw.

23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5AN
T	0117 917 7000
C	Mike Rawlinson
E	mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
W	cityid.co.uk
Place branding and marketing vision
Masterplanning, urban design,
public realm strategies, way finding
and legibility strategies, information
design and graphics.

63-71 Collier Street, London N1 9BE
T	020 7278 0722
C	Wendy Clarke
E	info@ckcarchitects.com
Small design-led practice focusing
on custom solutions for architectural,
planning or urban design projects.
Exploring the potential for innovative
urban design.

Colour Urban Design Limited
Milburn House, Dean Street,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1LE
T	0191 242 4224
London office
94 Euston Street, London NW1 2HA
T	0207 387 8560
C	Peter Owens
E	design@colour-udl.com
W	www.colour-udl.com
Office also in London. Design
oriented projects with full client
participation. Public spaces,
regeneration, development,
Masterplanning, residential,
education and healthcare.

Conroy Crowe Kelly
Architects & Urban
Designers
65 Merrion Square, Dublin 2

David Lock Associates Ltd
50 North Thirteenth Street,
Central Milton Keynes,
Milton Keynes MK9 3BP
T	01908 666276
C	Will Cousins
E	mail@davidlock.com
W	www.davidlock.com
Strategic planning studies,
area development frameworks,
development briefs, design
guidelines, Masterplanning,
implementation strategies,
environmental statements.

Define

Cornwall Buildings, 45-51 Newhall
Street, Birmingham B3 3QR
T	0121 213 4720
C	Andy Williams
E	enquiries@wearedefine.com
W	www.wearedefine.com
Define specialises in the promotion,
shaping and assessment of
development. Our work focuses on
strategic planning, masterplanning,
urban design codes, EIA, TVIA, estate
strategies, public realm design,
consultation strategies, urban design
audits and expert witness.

DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS LTD

200 Upper Richmond Road,
London SW15 2SH
T	020 8780 1800
C	Duncan Ecob
E	d.ecob@devereux.co.uk
W	www.devereux.co.uk
Adding value through innovative,
ambitious solutions in complex urban
environments.

DHA Planning & Urban
Design

T	00 353 1 661 3990
C	Clare Burke
E	clareburke@cck.ie
W	www.cck.ie
Architecture, urban design,
Masterplanning, village studies.
Mixed use residential developments
with a strong identity and sense of
place.

Construkt Architects Ltd

17 Graham Street, Auckland
New Zealand
T	+64 (0)9 373 4900
C	David Gibbs
E	info@construkt.co.nz
W	www.construkt.co.nz
Construkt offer urban design
and architectural services. Our
work spans through civic and
cultural projects to masterplanned
communities and private residences.
Shaping space is our passion.

David Huskisson Associates
17 Upper Grosvenor Road,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2DU
T	01892 527828
C	Nicola Brown
E	dha@dha-landscape.co.uk
W www.dha-landscape.co.uk
Landscape consultancy offering
Masterplanning, streetscape
and urban park design, estate
restoration, environmental impact
assessments.

Eclipse House, Eclipse Park,
Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 3EN
T	01622 776226
C	Matthew Woodhead
E	info@dhaplanning.co.uk
W	dhaplanning.co.uk
Planning and Urban Design
Consultancy offering a full range
of Urban Design services including
Masterplanning, development briefs
and design statements.

DLP Consulting Group

4 Abbey Court, Fraser Road,
Priory Business Park
Bedford MK44 3WH
T	01234 832 740
C	Rob Farr
E	rob.farr@dlpconsultants.co.uk
W www.dlpconsultants.co.uk
DLP Consulting Group comprises four
self-contained consultancies offering
specialist advice on all aspects
of town planning, sustainable
development, architecture, urban
design and transportation issues.

DPDS Consulting Group

Old Bank House, 5 Devizes Road, Old
Town, Swindon, Wilts SN1 4BJ
T	01793 610222
C	Les Durrant
E	dpds.swindon@dpds.co.uk
W	www.dpds.co.uk
Town planning, architecture,
landscape architecture and urban
design: innovative solutions in
Masterplanning, design guidance
and development frameworks.
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FaulknerBrowns

Dobson House, Northumbrian Way,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 0QW
T	0191 268 3007
C	Ben Sykes
E	info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
W	www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
Formed in 1962, FaulknerBrowns is
a regionally-based architectural
design practice with a national
and international reputation.
From a workload based initially on
education, library and sports and
leisure buildings, the practice’s
current workload also extends
across a number of sectors including
masterplanning, offices, healthcare,
commercial mixed use, industrial
and residential, for both private and
public sector clients.

Feria Urbanism

Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA
T	01202 548676
C	Richard Eastham
E	info@feria-urbanism.eu
W	www.feria-urbanism.eu
Expertise in urban planning,
masterplanning and public
participation. Specialisms include
design for the night time economy,
urban design skills training and local
community engagement.

Fletcher Priest Architects
Middlesex House, 34/42 Cleveland
Street,
London W1T 4JE
T	020 7034 2200
F	020 7637 5347
C	Jonathan Kendall
E	london@fletcherpriest.com
W	www.fletcherpreist.com
Work ranges from city-scale
masterplans (Stratford City, Riga) to
architectural commissions for highprofile professional clients.

FPCR Environment
& Design Ltd

Lockington Hall, Lockington,
Derby DE74 2RH
T	01509 672772
C	Tim Jackson
E	tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
W	www.fpcr.co.uk
Integrated design and
environmental practice. Specialists
in Masterplanning, urban and mixed
use regeneration, development
frameworks, EIAs and public
inquiries.

Framework Architecture
and Urban Design

3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane,
Burton Waters, Lincoln LN1 2WN
T	01522 535383
C	Gregg Wilson
E	info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
W www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
Architecture and urban design. A
commitment to the broader built
environment and the particular
dynamic of a place and the design
opportunities presented.

Garsdale Design Limited

High Branthwaites, Frostrow,
Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5JR
T	015396 20875
C	Derrick Hartley
E	Info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
W	www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
GDL provides Masterplanning and
urban design, architecture and
heritage services developed through
25 years wide ranging experience in
the UK and Middle East.

Globe Consultants Ltd

26 Westgate, Lincoln LN1 3BD
T	01522 546483
C	Steve Kemp
E steve.kemp@globelimited.co.uk
W	www.globelimited.co.uk
Provides urban design, planning,
economic and cultural development
services across the UK and
internationally, specialising in
sustainable development solutions,
masterplanning and regeneration.

Gillespies

Environment by Design
GLASGOW
21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP
T	0141 420 8200
C	Brian M Evans
E	admin.glasgow@gillespies.co.uk
MANCHESTER
T	0161 928 7715
C	Jim Gibson
E	jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk
OXFORD
T	01865 326789
C	Paul F Taylor
E	admin.oxford@gillespies.co.uk
W www.gillespies.co.uk
Urban design, landscape
architecture, architecture, planning,
environmental assessment,
planning supervisors and project
management.

GM Design Associates Ltd

22 Lodge Road, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry BT52 1NB
Northern Ireland
T	028 703 56138
C	Bill Gamble
E	bill.gamble@g-m-design.co.uk
W	www.g-m-design.com
Architecture, town and country
planning, urban design, landscape
architecture, development
frameworks and briefs, feasibility
studies, sustainability appraisals,
public participation and community
engagement.

Halcrow Group Ltd

Elms House, 43 Brook Green
Hammersmith, London W6 7EF
T	020 3479 8000
C	Robert Schmidt, Asad Shaheed
E	schmidtr@halcrow.com
W	www.halcrow.com
Award winning consultancy,
integrating planning, transport and
environment. Full development cycle
covering feasibility, concept, design
and implementation.
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Hankinson Duckett
Associates

The Stables, Howberry Park, Benson
Lane, Wallingford OX10 8BA
T	01491 838 175
C	Brian Duckett
E	consult@hda-enviro.co.uk
W www.hda-enviro.co.uk
An approach which adds value
through innovative solutions.
Development planning, new
settlements, environmental
assessment, re-use of redundant
buildings.

Hawkins\Brown

60 Bastwick Street, London EC1V 3TN
T	020 7336 8030
C	David Bickle
E	davidbickle@hawkinsbrown.co.uk
W	www.hawkinsbrown.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary architecture and
urban design practice specialising in
mixed use regeneration, educational
Masterplanning, sustainable rural
development frameworks, transport
infrastructure and public urban realm
design.

HOK international Ltd

Qube, 90 Whitfield Street
London W1T 4EZ
T	020 7636 2006
C	Tim Gale
E	tim.gale@hok.com
W www.hok.com
HOK delivers design of the highest
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading
architectural practices, offering
experienced people in a diverse
range of building types, skills and
markets.

Hyland Edgar Driver

One Wessex Way, Colden Common,
Winchester, Hants SO21 1WG
T	01962 711 600
C	John Hyland
E	hed@heduk.com
W	www.heduk.com
Innovative problem solving, driven
by cost efficiency and sustainability,
combined with imagination and
coherent aesthetic of the highest
quality.

John Thompson & Partners

23-25 Great Sutton Street,
London ECIV 0DN
T	020 7017 1780
C	Marcus Adams
E	info@jtp.co.uk
Edinburgh
2nd Floor Venue studios, 15-21
Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DL
T	0131 272 2762
C	Alan Stewart
E	info@jtp.co.uk
W	www.jtp.co.uk
Addressing the problems of physical,
social and economic regeneration
through collaborative interdisciplinary
community based planning.

Jon Rowland Urban Design

65 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford OX2 9HE
T	01865 863642
C	Jon Rowland
E	jonrowland@jrud.co.uk
W	www.jrud.co.uk
Urban design, urban regeneration,
development frameworks, site
appraisals, town centre studies,
design guidance, public participation
and Masterplanning.

Kay Elliott

5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay, Devon
TQ1 2JP
T	01803 213553
C	Mark Jones
E	admin@kayelliott.co.uk
W	www.kayelliott.co.uk
International studio with 30 year
history of imaginative architects
and urban designers, creating
buildings and places that enhance
their surroundings and add financial
value.

Landscape Projects

31 Blackfriars Road, Salford
Manchester M3 7AQ
T 0161 839 8336
C Neil Swanson
E post@landscapeprojects.co.uk
W www.landscapeprojects.co.uk
We work at the boundary between
architecture, urban and landscape
design, seeking innovative, sensitive
design and creative thinking. Offices
in Manchester & London.

Land Use Consultants

43 Chalton Street, London NW1 1JD
T 020 7383 5784
C Adrian Wikeley
E london@landuse.co.uk
GLASGOW
37 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JJ
T 0141 334 9595
C Martin Tabor
E glasgow@landuse.co.uk
W www.landuse.co.uk
Urban regeneration, landscape
design, masterplanning, sustainable
development, environmental
planning, environmental assessment,
landscape planning and
management. Offices also in Bristol
and Edinburgh.

Lathams

St Michael’s, Queen Street,
Derby DE1 3SU
T	01332 365777
C	Derek Latham, Jon Phipps
E	enquiries@lathamarchitects.co.uk
W www.lathamarchitects.co.uk
Urban regeneration. The creative
reuse of land and buildings.
Planning, landscape and
architectural expertise combining the
new with the old.

Lavigne Lonsdale Ltd

38 Belgrave Crescent, Camden
Bath BA1 5JU
T	01225 421539
TRURO
55 Lemon Street, Truro
Cornwall TR1 2PE
T	01872 273118
C	Martyn Lonsdale
E	martyn@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
W	www.lavigne.co.uk
We are an integrated practice of
masterplanners, Urban Designers,
Landscape Architects and Product
Designers. Experienced in large
scale, mixed use and residential
Masterplanning, health, education,
regeneration, housing, parks, public
realm and streetscape design.

Practice Index
LDA Design

14-17 Wells Mews, London W1T 3HF
T	020 7467 1470
C Mark Williams
E mark.williams@lda-design.co.uk
W www.lda-design.co.uk
Multidisciplinary firm covering all
aspects of Masterplanning, urban
regeneration, public realm design,
environmental impact and community
involvement.

Levitt Bernstein
Associates Ltd

1 Kingsland Passage, London E8 2BB
T	020 7275 7676
C	Glyn Tully
E	post@levittbernstein.co.uk
W	www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Urban design, Masterplanning, full
architectural service, lottery grant
bid advice, interior design, urban
renewal consultancy and landscape
design.

LHC Urban Design

Design Studio, Emperor Way, Exeter
Business Park, Exeter, Devon EX1 3QS
T	01392 444334
C	John Baulch
E	jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
W www.lhc.net
Urban designers, architects and
landscape architects, providing an
integrated approach to strategic
visioning, regeneration, urban
renewal, Masterplanning and
public realm projects. Creative,
knowledgeable, practical,
passionate.

Liz Lake Associates

Western House, Chapel Hill
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8AG
T	01279 647044
C	Matt Lee
E	office@lizlake.com
W	www.lizlake.com
Urban fringe/brownfield sites where
an holistic approach to urban design,
landscape, and ecological issues
can provide robust design solutions.

LSI Architects LLP

The Old Drill Hall, 23 A Cattle Market
Street, Norwich NR1 3DY
T	01603 660711
C	David Thompson
david.thompson@lsiarchitects.co.uk
W www.lsiarchitects.co.uk
Large scale Masterplanning and
visualisation in sectors such as
health, education and business, and
new sustainable settlements.

Malcolm Moor Urban Design

27 Ock Mill Close, Abingdon
Oxon OX14 1SP
T	01235 550122
C	Malcolm Moor
E	malcolmmoor@aol.com
W	www.moorud.com
Master planning of new communities,
urban design, residential, urban
capacity and ecofitting studies,
design involvement with major
international projects.

Matrix Partnership

17 Bowling Green Lane,
London EC1R 0QB
T	0845 313 7668
C	Matt Lally
E	m.lally@matrixpartnership.co.uk
W	www.matrixpartnership.co.uk
Masterplans, regeneration strategies,
development briefs, site appraisals,
urban capacity studies, design
guides, building codes and concept
visualisations.

Melville Dunbar Associates

Studio 2, Griggs Business Centre
West Street, Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1NT
T	01376 562828
C	Melville Dunbar
E	info@melvilledunbarassociates.com
W www.melvilledunbarassociates.com
Architecture, urban design, planning,
Masterplanning, new towns, urban
regeneration, conservation studies,
design guides, townscape studies,
design briefs.

Metropolis Planning and
Design

4 Underwood Row, London N1 7LQ
T 020 7324 2662
C Greg Cooper
E info@metropolis.com
W ww.metropolispd.com
Metropolitan urban design solutions
drawn from a multi-disciplinary
studio of urban designers, architects,
planners and heritage architects.

Mouchel

209-215 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 8NL
T	020 7803 2600
C	Ludovic Pittie
E	Ludovic.Pittie@mouchel.com
W	www.mouchel.com
Integrated urban design, transport
and engineering consultancy,
changing the urban landscape in a
positive manner, creating places for
sustainable living.

Nathaniel Lichfield &
Partners Ltd

14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street,
London N1 9RL
T	020 7837 4477
C	Nick Thompson
E	nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
W	www.nlpplanning.com
Also at Newcastle upon Tyne and
Cardiff
Urban design, Masterplanning,
heritage/conservation, visual
appraisal, regeneration, daylight/
sunlight assessments, public realm
strategies.

New Masterplanning Limited
2nd Floor, 107 Bournemouth Road,
Poole, Dorset BH14 9HR
T	01202 742228
C	Andy Ward
E	office@newMasterplanning.com
W	www.newMasterplanning.com
Our skills combine strategic planning
with detailed implementation,
design flair with economic rigour,
independent thinking with a
partnership approach.

Nicholas Pearson
Associates

PD Lane Associates

30 Brock Street, Bath BA1 2LN
T	01225 445548
C Simon Kale
E info@npaconsult.co.uk
W www.npaconsult.co.uk
Masterplanning, public realm
design, streetscape analysis,
concept and detail designs. Also full
landscape architecture service, EIA,
green infrastructure, ecology and
biodiversity, environmental planning
and management.

NJBA A + U

4 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2
T	00 353 1 678 8068
C	Noel J Brady
E	njbarchitects@eircom.net
W	www.12publishers.com/njba.htm
Integrated landscapes, urban
design, town centres and squares,
strategic design and planning.

Node Urban Design

33 Holmfield Road
Leicester LE2 1SE
T 0116 2708742
C Nigel Wakefield
E nwakefield@nodeurbandesign.com
W www.nodeurbandesign.com
An innovative team of urban design,
landscape and heritage consultants
who believe that good design adds
value. Providing sustainable urban
design and masterplan solutions
at all scales of development with a
focus on the creation of a sense of
place.

Novell Tullett

The Old Mess Room
Home Farm
Barrow Gurney BS48 3RW
T	01275 462476
C	Simon Lindsley
E bristol@novelltullett.co.uk
W	www.novelltullett.co.uk
Urban design, landscape
architecture and environmental
planning.

Paul Drew Design Ltd

23-25 Great Sutton Street
London EC1V 0DN
T	020 7017 1785
C	Paul Drew
E	pdrew@pauldrewdesign.co.uk
W	www.pauldrewdesign.co.uk
Masterplanning, urban design,
residential and mixed use design.
Creative use of design codes and
other briefing material.

The Paul Hogarth Company

Unit 3 Potters Quay, 5 Ravenhill Road
Belfast BT6 8DN
T	028 9073 6690
C	James Hennessey
E	belfast@paulhogarth.com
W	www.paulhogarth.com
EDINBURGH
Bankhead Steading, Bankhead Road,
Edinburgh EH30 9TF
T	0131 331 4811
E	edinburgh@paulhogarth.com
Integrated urban design and
landscape architecture practice,
providing Masterplanning,
regeneration and public realm
consultancy to the public and private
sectors.

1 Church Road, Greystones,
County Wicklow, Ireland
T	00 353 1287 6697
C	Malcolm Lane
E	dlane@pdlane.ie
W www.pdlane.ie
Urban design, architecture and
planning consultancy, specialising
in Masterplanning, development
frameworks, site layouts,
applications, appeals, project coordination.

Philip Cave Associates

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T	020 7250 0077
C	Philip Cave
E	principal@philipcave.com
W	www.philipcave.com
Design-led practice with innovative
yet practical solutions to
environmental opportunities in urban
regeneration. Specialist expertise in
landscape architecture.

PLANIT i.e. LTD

The Planit Group, 2 Back Grafton Street
Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 1DY
T	0161 928 9281
C	Peter Swift
E info@planit-ie.com
W	www.planit-ie.com
Public realm solutions informed by
robust urban design. We create
quality spaces for people to live,
work, play and enjoy.

Plincke

Tuscany Wharf, 4A Orsman Road
London N1 5QJ
T 020 7739 3330
C Victoria Summers
E info@plincke.com
W www.plincke.com
MANCHESTER
Studio 1.22, Waulk Mill,
Bengal Street, Manchester M4 6LN
A trans-disciplinary design practice: Urban and ecological design,
landscape architecture and planning. Place-making and community
engagement.

+Plus Urban Design Ltd

Spaceworks, Benton Park Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7LX
T 0844 800 6660
C Richard Charge, Tony Wyatt
E richardcharge@plusud.co.uk
W www.plusud.co.uk
Specialist practice providing strategic masterplanning, urban design
guidance, analysis, character
assessment and independent design
advisory expertise.

Pod

99 Galgate,Barnard Castle,
Co Durham DL12 8ES
T 0845 872 7288
C	Andy Dolby
E andy@podbarnardcastle.co.uk
Newcastle
G27 Toffee Factory
Lower Steenbergs Yard
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 2DF
C	Craig Van Bedaf
W	www.designbypod.co.uk
Masterplanning, site appraisal,
layout and architectural design.
Development frameworks, urban
regeneration, design codes, briefs
and design and access statements.
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Practice Index
Pollard Thomas Edwards
Architects

Diespeker Wharf, 38 Graham Street,
London N1 8JX
T	020 7336 7777
C	Robin Saha-Choudhury
Andrew Beharrell
E robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
W	www.ptea.co.uk
Masterplanners, urban designers,
developers, architects, listed building
and conservation area designers;
specialising in inner city mixed use
high density regeneration.

Powell Dobson Urbanists

Charter House, Links Business Park
St Mellons, Cardiff CF3 0LT
T 029 2079 9699
C James Brown
E urbanists@powelldobson.com
W www.powelldobsonurbanists.com
Our mission is to create enduing new
places and help to make existing
places work better.

Pringle Brandon Drew

10 Bonhill Street, London EC2A 4QJ
T	020 7466 1000
C	John Drew
E	pbmarketing@pringle-brandon.
co.uk
W www.pringlebrandonpw.com
Offices, hotels, workplace design.

Project Centre Ltd

Fourth Floor Westgate House
Westgate, London W5 1YY
T	020 7421 8222
C	David Moores
E	info@projectcentre.co.uk
W	www.projectcentre.co.uk
Landscape architecture, public realm
design, urban regeneration, street
lighting design, planning supervision,
traffic and transportation, parking
and highway design.

PRP Architects

10 Lindsey Street,
London EC1A 9HP
T 020 7653 1200
C Andy von Bradsky
E lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk
Architects, planners, urban
designers and landscape architects,
specialising in housing, urban
regeneration, health, education and
leisure projects.

Quartet Design

The Exchange, Lillingstone Dayrell,
Bucks MK18 5AP
T	01280 860500
C	David Newman
E	quartet@qdl.co.uk
W www.qdl.co.uk
Landscape architects, architects and
urban designers. Masterplanning,
hard landscape projects in urban
areas achieving environmental
sustainability.

Randall Thorp

Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street,
Manchester M1 5FW
T	0161 228 7721
C	Pauline Randall
E	mail@randallthorp.co.uk
W www.randallthorp.co.uk
Masterplanning for new
developments and settlements,
infrastructure design and urban
renewal, design guides and design
briefing, public participation.

Random Greenway
Architects

Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road
Caterham Surrey CR3 6HY
T	01883 346 441
C	R Greenway
E	rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.
co.uk
Architecture, planning and urban
design. New build, regeneration,
refurbishment and restoration.

Richard Coleman
Citydesigner

14 Lower Grosvenor Place,
London SW1W 0EX
T	020 7630 4880
C Lakshmi Varma
E	r.coleman@citydesigner.com
Advice on architectural quality,
urban design, and conservation,
historic buildings and townscape.
Environmental statements, listed
buildings/area consent applications.

RICHARDS PARTINGTON
ARCHITECTS

Unit 1, 12 Orsman Road
London N1 5QJ
T	020 7033 4422
C	Richard Partington
E	post@rparchitects.co.uk
W	www.rparchitects.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail,
education, sustainability and
commercial projects that take
a responsible approach to the
environment and resources.

Richard Reid & Associates
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill, Sevenoaks,
Kent TN14 6BS
T	01732 741417
C	Richard Reid
E	richardreid@btconnect.com
W www.richardreid.co.uk

RPS

Bristol, Cambridge, London, Newark,
Southampton & Swindon
T	0800 587 9939
E	rpspte@rpsplc.co.uk
W	www.rpsgroup.com
Part of the RPS Group providing a
wide range of urban design services
including Masterplanning and
development frameworks, design
guides and statements.

Rummey Design Associates

South Park Studios, South Park,
Sevenoaks Kent TN13 1AN
T	01732 743753
C	Robert Rummey
W www.rummey.co.uk
Masterplanning, urban design,
landscape architecture, architecture,
environmental consultancy.
Responsible place-making that
considers social, environmental and
economic issues.

SAVILLS (L&P) LIMITED

Lansdowne House, 57 Berkeley Square
London W1J 6ER
T	020 3320 8242
W	www.savills.com
SOUTHAMPTON
2 Charlotte Place,
Southampton SO14 0TB
T	02380 713900
C	Peter Frankum
E	pfrankum@savills.com
Offices throughout the World
Savills Urban Design creates value
from places and places of value.
Masterplanning, urban design,
design coding, urban design advice,
planning, commercial guidance.
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Saunders Partnership

Studio Four, 37 Broadwater Road,
Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 3AX
T	01707 385 300
C	Martin Williams
E	urbandesign@saundersarchitects.
com
W www.saundersarchitects.com

Scott Brownrigg Ltd	

St Catherines Court, 46-48 Portsmouth
Road, Guildford GU2 4DU
T	01483 568 686
C Alex Baker
E	a.baker@scottbrownrigg.com
W	www.scottbrownrigg.com
Integrated service of architecture,
urban design, planning,
Masterplanning, involved in several
mixed use schemes regenerating
inner city and brownfield sites.

Scott Tallon Walker
Architects

19 Merrion Square, Dublin 2
T	00 353 1 669 3000
C	Philip Jackson
E mail@stwarchitects.com
W	www.stwarchitects.com
Award winning international practice
covering all aspects of architecture,
urban design and planning.

Shaffrey Associates

29 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1
T	00 353 1872 5602
C	Gráinne Shaffrey
E	studio@shaffrey.ie
W www.shaffrey.ie
Urban conservation and design, with
a particular commitment to the
regeneration of historic urban
centres, small towns and villages,
including new development.

Sheils Flynn Ltd

Bank House High Street, Docking,
Kings Lynn PE31 8NH
T	01485 518304
C	Eoghan Sheils
E	norfolk@sheilsflynn.com
W www.sheilsflynn.com
Award winning town centre
regeneration schemes, urban
strategies and design guidance.
Specialists in community consultation
and team facilitation.

Shepheard Epstein Hunter

Phoenix Yard, 65 King’s Cross Road,
London WC1X 9LW
T	020 7841 7500
C	Steven Pidwill
E	stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk
W www.seh.co.uk
SEH is a user-friendly, awardwinning architects firm, known for
its work in regeneration, education,
housing, Masterplanning, mixed use
and healthcare projects.

Sheppard Robson

77 Parkway, Camden Town,
London NW1 7PU
T	020 7504 1700
C	Charles Scott
E	charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
W	www.sheppardrobson.com
Manchester
27th Floor, City Tower, Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4BD
T	0161 233 8900
Planners, urban designers and
architects. Strategic planning, urban
regeneration, development planning,
town centre renewal, new settlement
planning.

Smeeden Foreman ltd

Somerset House, Low Moor Lane
Scotton, Knaresborough HG5 9JB
T	01423 863369
C	Trevor Foreman
E	trevor@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
W	www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Ecology, landscape architecture
and urban design. Environmental
assessment, detailed design,
contract packages and site
supervision.

Soltys: Brewster Consulting
4 Stangate House, Stanwell Road,
Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan CF64 2AA
T	029 2040 8476
C	Simon Brewster
E	enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
W	www.soltysbrewster.co.uk
Urban design, masterplans,
design strategies, visual impact,
environmental assessment,
regeneration of urban space,
landscape design and project
management.

spacehub

Grimsby Street Studio,
20a Grimsby Street
London E2 6ES
T 020 7739 6699
C Giles Charlton
E giles@spacehubdesign.com
W www.spacehubdesign.com
spacehub is a young design
studio, specialising in public realm,
landscape, ecology and urban
design. We are passionate and
committed to creative thinking and
collaborative working.

Spawforths

Junction 41 Business Court, East
Ardsley, Leeds WF3 2AB
T	01924 873873
C	Adrian Spawforth
E	info@spawforth.co.uk
W	www.spawforth.co.uk
Urbanism with planners and
architects specialising in
Masterplanning, community
engagement, visioning and
development frameworks.

Stuart Turner Associates

12 Ledbury, Great Linford,
Milton Keynes MK14 5DS
T	01908 678672
C	Stuart Turner
E	st@studiost.co.uk
W	www.studiost.co.uk
Architecture, urban design and
environmental planning, the
design of new settlements, urban
regeneration and site development
studies.

studio | REAL

Oxford Centre for Innovation
New Road, Oxford OX1 1BY
T	01865 261461
C	Roger Evans
E	design@studioreal.co.uk
W	www.studioreal.co.uk
Urban regeneration, quarter
frameworks and design briefs, town
centre strategies, movement in towns,
Masterplanning and development
economics.

Practice Index
Taylor Young Urban Design

Chadsworth House, Wilmslow Road,
Handforth, Cheshire SK9 3HP
T	01625 542200
C	Stephen Gleave
E	stephengleave@tayloryoung.co.uk
Liverpool
T	0151 702 6500
W www.tayloryoung.co.uk
Urban design, planning and
development. Town studies, housing,
commercial, distribution, health and
transportation. Specialist in urban
design training.

Terence O’Rourke LTD

Townscape Solutions

Urban Innovations

TP bennett LLP

URBED (Urban and Economic
Development Group)

128 Park Road, Smethwick, West
Midlands, B67 5HT
T	0121 429 6111
C	Kenny Brown
E	kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
W	www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Specialist urban design practice
offering a wide range of services
including masterplans, site layouts,
design briefs, design and access
statements, expert witness and 3D
illustrations.

Everdene House, Deansleigh Road,
Bournemouth BH7 7DU
T	01202 421142
E	maildesk@torltd.co.uk
W	www.torltd.co.uk
Town planning, Masterplanning,
urban design, architecture,
landscape architecture,
environmental consultancy, complex
urban design problems.

One America Street, London SE1 0NE
T	020 7208 2029
C	Peter Davis
E Peter.Davis@tpbennett.com
W www.tpbennett.com
Development planning, urban
design, conservation and
Masterplanning – making places
and adding value through creative,
progressive, dynamic and joyful
exploration.

Terra Firma Consultancy

Turley Associates

Cedar Court, 5 College Street
Petersfield GU31 4AE
T	01730 262040
C	Lionel Fanshawe
E	contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.
com
W www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Independent landscape architectural
practice with considerable urban
design experience at all scales from
EIA to project delivery throughout UK
and overseas.

Terry Farrell and Partners

7 Hatton Street, London NW8 8PL
T	020 7258 3433
C Max Farrell
E mfarrell@terryfarrell.co.uk
W	www.terryfarrell.com
Architectural, urban design, planning
and Masterplanning services.
New buildings, refurbishment,
conference/exhibition centres and
visitor attractions.

Tetlow King

Building 300, The Grange,
Romsey Road, Michelmersh,
Romsey SO51 0AE
T	01794 517333
C	Gary Rider
E	gary.r@tetlowking.co.uk
W	www.tetlowking.co.uk
Award winning multi-disciplinary
practice encompassing architecture,
urban design, masterplanning,
design coding, regeneration,
development frameworks,
sustainable design/planning and
construction. Residential and
retirement care specialists.

Tibbalds Planning & Urban
Design

19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge
Road, London SE1 3JB
T	020 7089 2121
C Katja Stille
E	mail@tibbalds.co.uk
W	www.tibbalds.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban
designers, architects and planners.
Provides expertise from concept
to implementation in regeneration,
masterplanning, urban design and
design management to public and
private sector clients.

10th Floor, 1 New York Street
Manchester M1 4HD
T	0161 233 7676
C Justine Daly - Acting Head of Urban
Design
E jdaly@turleyassociates.co.uk
W	www.turleyassocaiates.co.uk
Offices also in Belfast, Birmingham,
Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Leeds and Southampton.
UKintegrated urban design,
masterplanning, sustainability
and heritage services provided
at all project stages and scales
of development. Services include
visioning, townscape analysis,
design guides and public realm
resolution

Tweed Nuttall Warburton

Chapel House, City Road,
Chester CH1 3AE
T	01244 310388
C	John Tweed
E	entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
W	www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Architecture and urban design,
Masterplanning. Urban waterside
environments. Community teamwork
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

Urban Design Futures

34/1 Henderson Row
Edinburgh EH3 5DN
T	0131 557 8944
C	Selby Richardson
E	info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk
W	www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Innovative urban design, planning
and landscape practice specialising
in Masterplanning, new settlements,
urban regeneration, town and village
studies.

Urban Initiatives

36-40 York Way, London N1 9AB
T 020 7843 3165
C	Hugo Nowell
E	h.nowell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk
W	www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Urban design, transportation,
regeneration, development planning.

1st Floor, Wellington Buildings,
2 Wellington Street, Belfast BT16HT
T	028 9043 5060
C	Tony Stevens/ Agnes Brown
E	ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
W www.urbaninnovations.co.uk
The partnership provides not only
feasibility studies and assists in site
assembly for complex projects but
also full architectural services for
major projects.

Manchester
10 Little Lever Street,
Manchester M1 1HR
T	0161 200 5500
C	David Rudlin
E	urbed@urbed.co.uk
W	www.urbed.co.uk
London
26 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8HR
T	020 7436 8050
Urban design and guidance,
Masterplanning, sustainability,
consultation and capacity building,
housing, town centres and
regeneration.

URS Infrastructure &
Environment

6-8 Greencoat Place,
London SW1P 1PL
T 020 7798 5137
C Ben Castell
E ben.castell@scottwilson.com
W www.ursglobal.com
Also at Birmingham, Leeds,
Manchester and Plymouth
Urban design, planning, landscape,
economic and architectural
design expertise supported by
comprehensive multidisciplinary
skills.

Vincent and Gorbing Ltd

Sterling Court, Norton Road,
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
T	01438 316331
C	Richard Lewis
E	urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.
co.uk
W	www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Masterplanning, design statements,
character assessments, development
briefs, residential layouts and urban
capacity exercises.

WestWaddy: ADP

The Malthouse, 60 East St. Helen
Street, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB
T	01235 523139
C	Philip Waddy
E	enquiries@westwaddy-adp.co.uk
W	westwaddy-adp.co.uk
Experienced and multi-disciplinary
team of urban designers, architects
and town planners offering a full
range of urban design services.

White Consultants

Enterprise House, 127-129 Bute Street
Cardiff CF10 5LE
T	029 2043 7841
C	Simon White
E sw@whiteconsultants.co.uk
W www.whiteconsultants.co.uk
A holistic approach to urban
regeneration, design guidance,
public realm and open space
strategies and town centre studies
for the public, private and community
sectors.

WYG Planning &
Environment

Floor 5, Longcross Court, 47 Newport
Road, Cardiff, CF24 0AD
T	029 2082 9200
C	Jonathan Vining
E	jonathan.vining@wyg.com
W www.wyg.com
Creative urban design and
masterplanning with a contextual
approach to place-making and a
concern for environmental, social
and economic sustainability.

Yellow Book Ltd

39/2 Gardner’s Crescent
Edinburgh EH3 8DG
T	0131 229 0179
C	John Lord
E	john.lord@yellowbookltd.com
W	www.yellowbookltd.com
Place-making, urban regeneration
and economic development involving
creative and cultural industries,
tourism and labour market research.

Wei Yang & Partners

Berkeley Square House
Berkeley Square,
London W1J 6BD
T 020 3086 7658
C Dr Wei Yang
E info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk
W www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
Independent multi-disciplinary
company driven by a commitment to
shape more sustainable and liveable
cities. Specialising in low-carbon city
development strategies, sustainable
large-scale new settlement master
plans, urban regeneration, urban
and public realm design, mixed
use urban complex design and
community building strategies.
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Education Index
Education Index
ANGLIA RUSKIN UNIVERSITY

Department of the Built Environment
Faculty of Science & Technology
Faculty Building, Rivermead Campus
Bishop Hall Lane, Chelmsford CM1 1SQ
T 0845 196 3952/3962
C Gil Lewis, Dellé Odeleye
E	gil.lewis@anglia.ac.uk,
delle.odeleye@anglia.ac.uk
W www.anglia.ac.uk/urbandesign
Graduate Diploma in Urban Design &
Place Shaping. Innovative, one year,
workplace-based course. Developed
to enable built environment
professionals to better understand,
design and deliver great places.

Cardiff University

Welsh School of Architecture and
School of City & Regional Planning,
Glamorgan Building, King Edward V11
Avenue, Cardiff CF10 3WA
T	029 2087 5972/029 2087 5961
C	Allison Dutoit, Marga Munar Bauza
E	dutoit@Cardiff.ac.uk
bauzamm@cf.ac.uk
W	www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/ma_
urbandesign
One year full-time and two year parttime MA in Urban Design.

Edinburgh School of
Architecture and
Landscape Architecture

ECA University of Edinburgh
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
T 0131 651 5786
C Dr Ola Uduku
E o.uduku@ed.ac.uk
W www.ed.ac.uk/studying/
postgraduate/degrees
Jointly run with Heriot Watt University,
this M.Sc in Urban Strategies and
Design focuses on urban design
practice and theory from a cultural,
and socio-economic, case-study
perspective. Engaging students
in 'live' urban projects, as part of
the programme's ‘action research’
pedagogy, it also offers research
expertise in African and Latin
American urban design and planning
processes.

Kingston University

School of Surveying & Planning
Penrhyn Road
Kingston-upon-Thames KT1 2EE
T 020 8417 7107
E a.russell@kingston.ac.uk
C Alan Russell
W www.kingston.ac.uk/postgraduatecourse/sustainable-place-makingmsc/
Spatial planning, urban design &
place-making – MA Sustainable
Place-making and Urban Design.

Leeds Metropolitan
University

School of Architecture Landscape
& Design, Broadcasting Place, Arts
Building, Woodhouse Lane,
Leeds LS2 9EN
T	0113 812 1717
C	Edwin Knighton
E	landscape@leedsmet.ac.uk
W	www.leedsmet.ac.uk/courses/la
Master of Arts in Urban Design
consists of one year full time or
two years part time or individual
programme of study. Shorter
programmes lead to Post Graduate
Diploma/Certificate. Project based
course focusing on the creation of
sustainable environments through
interdisciplinary design.

London South Bank
University

Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences,
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA
C	Bob Jarvis
T	020 7815 7353
MA Urban Design (one year full
time/two years part time) or PG Cert
Planning based course including
units on place and performance,
sustainable cities as well as project
based work and EU study visit. Part of
RTPI accredited programme.

Newcastle University

University College London

Bartlett School of Planning
22 Gordon Street, London WC1H 0QB
T 020 7679 4797
C Filipa Wunderlich
E f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk
W www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/
programmes
The MSc/Dipl Urban Design & City
Planning has a unique focus on the
interface between urban design &
city planning. Students learn to think
in critical, creative and analytical
ways across the different scales of
the city – from strategic to local -and
across urban design, planning, real
estate and sustainability.

University of Salford

School of the Built Environment
Maxwell Building, The Crescent
Salford M5 4WT
T 0161 295 4600
C Dr Riccardo Balbo
E course-enquiries@salford.ac.uk
W www.salford.ac.uk/builtenvironment
The MSc/PGDip in Urban Design
& Regeneration develops
physical digital design expertise
in sustainable design and policy.
Suitable for architecture and
urban planning graduates and
practitioners.

Department of Architecture, Planning
and Landscape, Claremont Tower,
University of Newcastle, Newcastle
upon Tyne NE1 7RU
T	0191 222 6006
C	Georgia Giannopoulou
E	georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
W www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/study/
postgraduate/taught/urbandesign/
index.htm
The MA in Urban Design brings
together cross-disciplinary expertise
striking a balance between methods
and approaches in environmental
design and the social sciences in
the creation of the built environment.
To view the course blog:
www.nclurbandesign.org

University of Sheffield

Oxford Brookes University

Department of Architecture,
Urban Design Studies Unit,
131 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 ONG
T	0141 548 4219
C	Ombretta Romice
E	ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
W	www.udsu-strath.com
The Postgraduate Course in Urban
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma and
MSc modes. The course is design
centred and includes input from a
variety of related disciplines.

Joint Centre for Urban Design,
Headington, Oxford OX3 0BP
C Georgia Butina-Watson, Alan Reeve
T	01865 483403
Diploma in Urban Design, six months
full time or 18 months part time. MA
one year full-time or two years parttime.

University College London

Development Planning Unit,
34 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9EZ
T	020 7679 1111
C Anna Schulenburg
E anna.schulenburg@ucl.ac.uk
The MSc Building and Urban
Design in Development programme
combines cultural, social, economic,
political and spatial analysis in the
effort to present a critical response
to the growing complexities within
the design and production of urban
realms.
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School of Architecture, The Arts Tower,
Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN
T 0114 222 0341
C Florian Kossak
E f.kossak@sheffield.ac.uk
W www.shef.ac.uk/architecture/
study/pgschool/taught_masters/
maud
One year full time MA in Urban
Design for postgraduate architects,
landscape architects and town
planners. The programme has a
strong design focus, integrates
participation and related design
processes, and includes international
and regional applications.

University of Strathclyde

University of the West of
England, Bristol

Faculty of the Built Environment,
Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane,
Bristol BS16 1QY
C Janet Askew
T	0117 328 3508
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in
Urban Design. Part time two days per
fortnight for two years, or individual
programme of study. Project-based
course addressing urban design
issues, abilities and environments.

University of Westminster

35 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5LS
T	020 7911 5000 x3341
C	Bill Erickson
E	w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
MA or Diploma Course in Urban
Design for postgraduate architects,
town planners, landscape architects
and related disciplines. One year full
time or two years part time.

News
Endpiece

Making the
impossible possible
In UD122, I mentioned the interesting story of
Joseph Chamberlain College in Birmingham,
and said I might tell it in a future issue. So
here goes.
The sixth-form college used to be housed
in a 1960s multi-storey secondary school
building which provided inadequate accommodation, and off which bits of concrete
were falling. The college got government
funding approval for a new building, and the
City Council offered it the adjacent piece of
public open space to build on. This space
does not have the status of a park, and does
not even have a name, but it is valued by the
residents who live around its edge, and by
others. They were upset when they found out
about the plan, and called upon the Balsall
Heath Forum to help. The Forum in turn
asked me to advise it.
We met with the chief planning officer,
and pointed out that building on public open
space was contrary to both national and local
planning policy, and moreover that according to the normative figures in the UDP, this
electoral ward was under-provided with
recreational space. He blustered – clearly he
had his instructions from the Cabinet – and
felt he could not do other than follow them.
A meeting with the college’s Principal got no
further. We wrote to the Secretary of State
and informed him that if planning permission
were given, we would request a calling-in,
on the grounds that the development was
contrary to policy.
We showed the college and the council an alternative; across the road from the
existing building was a piece of councilowned ex-industrial land which would be
very suitable for a new college. We were told
that the council had received an EU grant for
its decontamination; a condition of the grant
was that any new development had to create
new jobs. Moving the college there would not
create new jobs; therefore that alternative
was impossible.
The planning application went in, from a
very good architect, Nicholas Hare. The Chair
of the Planning Committee held a public
meeting prior to the committee meeting in
the sports centre next to the site. We used a
guerrilla tactic which I can recommend; we
pegged the outline of the proposed building
on the grass with marker tape, and invited
the committee to walk around it, to demonstrate that the building would not, as had
been claimed, leave half the site remaining open for public use; just useless bits of
residual space.
But the Planning Committee, contrary
to its own policy, approved the application. We wrote to the Secretary of State and
requested he called in the application. He
did, and set a date for a public inquiry. What

we understand happened next is this: the
council’s solicitor told the Leader that, if the
council presented its case at the inquiry, it
would lose. So, the council withdrew from
the inquiry, and some time later, announced
that the new college would, after all, be built
on the ex-industrial land, just as we had been
advocating. Nicholas Hare designed another
building for the new site, which was more
impressive than the first, as it exploited the
higher elevation and greater exposure of this
site. It went on to win the Prime Minister’s
Better Public Building Award for 2009.
It seems to me that there is an interesting moral to this story, and it is a life lesson
that I find very helpful to remember. What is
deemed to be impossible is often in fact, only
difficult or merely inconvenient. When forced
into a corner with the alternative escape
routes cut off, what was previously defined
as impossible, somehow becomes possible
after all.

•

Joe Holyoak

↑ The public open space
which was originally to be
built on, and the new college
is now visible on the skyline
to the right. Below, the
new college designed by
Nicholas Hare Architects.
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Barton Willmore is the UK’s leading integrated planning
and design consultancy. From our 11 offices nationwide we
deliver imaginative, sustainable solutions for clients around
the world, constantly aiming to delight and inspire. We relish
the design process and pride ourselves on our innovative
and creative attitude that blends tried and tested solutions
with the latest advances in sustainable technology.
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