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We enter the early spring of 2010 hoping
to put the cold wind of the recession and
winter behind us. For many there may appear
to be a glimmer of warmth with a general
election in the middle distance. Some hope
for a new broom, others just for certainty of
direction for the coming years and a focus
for new works. But will it make a significant
change to the built environment and how it is
delivered? Whoever takes on the administra-
tion of our sceptred isle we already know that
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TRACES
SCOTLAND’S
URBAN DESIGN
TRADITIONS

It is said that before King David I (1124-1153)
there were no towns in Scotland. Yet by the
end of his reign around 15 burghs had been
designated including Edinburgh, Stirling,
Dunfermline, Elgin, and Perth. Many of the
property boundaries and streets created then
are with us now.

King David harboured an ambition to
develop Scotland into a thriving, prosperous
nation with elements of a market economy
following the northern European model. As
well as reforming church and justice, and
introducing Scotland’s first silver currency,
King David established in the Leges Burgorum
a legal and economic framework in which the
emerging Scottish towns (or burghs) would
operate.

there will be a slow down of public sector
projects, possible this year if it is the Tories
or not much later than 2011 if Labour retain
the vestiges of power.

But do political programmes and regener-
ation timescales go hand in hand? The bigger
projects often gain wide political support
but the implementation of them can often be
slowed by the local processes of democracy.
Some see this as a good thing and consider
we should have more locally devolved powers
for the population to decide what happens
where. Yet the wider vision is essential for
the continued refinement of our quality of
life and one that must not be overlooked
by those interested only in what happens in
their own backyard. Considering the larger
regeneration projects of recent years - the
Master plans of my youth - many of them
have a real delivery time of 10 years plus for
the physical structure and infrastructure.
The ‘softer’ community and neighbourhood
character and the patination brought by life
and culture follows this and can be many

By legislation King David and his succes-
sors defined the components, and conse-
quential shape of the Scottish town. The
burgh shall have a high street that serves as
the market place, with ‘meerket cross’ that
stands as a natural focus for the community,
and a toll booth where the King’s dues are
paid. It shall have burgesses: individuals who
pay a rent to the king, and of necessity there
must be plots (or tofts) where the burgesses
can live and practise and ply their trade,
with a wide-enough frontage onto the high
street and depth enough to keep a cow or
pig, grow fruit and vegetables, and undertake
unpleasant things such as tanning and flax
retting. The plots are laid out using the perch
as a unit of measure (5 metres) and typi-
cally 10-20 metres wide and perhaps 60-100
metres deep, by people called lineatores in
Latin or liners in the modern era. Curiously
the Scottish burghs rarely had town walls,
presumably so that the king could, without
impediment, rough-up the burgesses if they
started to get out of hand. They are also
international settlements, and within them
are to be found: Scots, English, Flemings, and
no doubt many other nationalities. King David
was himself part of an international ruling
class, half Scot, half Saxon as his parents had
spent time in Hungary.

The towns were not arbitrary, but
designed and assembled. Some were so

more years in its development (or never as
some may say about the new towns and their
‘retail centres’).

Within the UDG we need to challenge the
politicians as to how they deliver high quality
environments in our cities, towns and villages
in a sustainable manner. If the Master plan
is dead, how do we deliver the continued
change of the wider vision? If delivery is to
become more incremental and discrete then
this may lead to more local decisions being
taken, yet a broader vision and strategy will
need to be in place to avoid repetition and
unnecessary competition. Creating mecha-
nisms for support between those that are
able to create change in the urban environ-
ment will be vital. The UDG and its experi-
ence with its wide membership of different
skills that contribute to the quality of place
is well placed to contribute to this discussion
and will continue to be an advocate for the
best quality for the built environment. How
will government do this, maybe they should
have the Ministry for Urban Life? @

ordered that they are mistaken today for
Roman settlements. They were the sustain-
able communities and eco-towns of their
day. Powered by wind and rain and by the
sun through the growth of grass and crops
and wood, and the sweat of man and beast
they were instrumental in the development
of a nation that is over-represented in its
influence on world technology and thought,
although few would thank the Scots for the
bagpipes.

So we have two models for urban design-
ers from this period. There is the narrow
model of the lineatores armed with their
wooden pegs and knotted twine, marking out
the tofts, the streets and the marches, and
there is King David | himself. And it is surely
he, with his grasp of the broad interplay of
economics, monetary policy, law and order,
and leadership that are essential for a town
to exist and to thrive, who provides the better
model for urban designers today.

In this special Scottish edition, at a time
when the trade of the town is threatened on
the one hand by the growth of the internet,
and on the other by the supremacy of nation-
al and multi-national corporate and banking
interests, let us remember the uncelebrated
urban designers of the Scottish medieval
town and the true ingredients for a successful
settlement. @
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WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL 2010
Morphological investigations: cutting into
the substance of urban form

If urban form is a material and urban design-
ers the craftspeople who work it, urban
morphology is a tool that reveals the grain
and structure of the material. Karl Kropf
examines recent developments in urban
morphology and their application in urban
design. Karlis a director of urban design at
studio | REAL, a member of the Urban Mor-
phology Research Group at the University of
Birmingham and lectures at Oxford Brookes
University.

WEDNESDAY 19 MAY 2010

Climate change and trees: It’s going to be
tough but does it have to be a trauma?

The Climate Change Act (CCA) 2008 has set
incredibly tough targets for carbon emission
reduction and climate adaptation measures.
This evening’s event will look at the vital role
trees can play in meeting the climate change
challenge. Planting new trees and conserving
existing canopy cover is proving to be a cost-
effective means of meeting the CCA targets
without breaking the bank. Speakers Jeremy
Barrell and David Cashman of Barrell Tree
Consultancy will show that trees are going to
be a central theme of all successful sustain-
ability programmes.

WEDNESDAY 16 JUNE 2010

Urban Design Group AGM (from 6pm)
followed by monthly event From the
Suburbs to New Suburbanism

Ridiculed by Betjeman and the upper classes,
derided by urbanists, condemned for their
land take and their energy use, yet somehow
irrepressibly popular with the general public
and the garden ornament industry. Are

the suburbs beyond redemption? Are they

as unsustainable as they are made out to
be? Bob White of Kent County Council and
Jon Rowland will lead an evening of radi-
cal reassessment of this ubiquitous form of
development.

WEDNESDAY 7 JULY 2010

The Language of Urbanism

Rob Cowan, author of The Dictionary of
Urbanism, will trace the emergence of spe-
cialist languages within the built and natural
environment professions, including the trans-
mogrification of ‘regeneration’ into ‘renewal’
and ‘renaissance’ and the brief appearance of
‘master designs’ followed by their displace-
ment by Master plans. He will reflect on an
age when ‘decarbonising’ was something you
did to your Morris Minor after 40,000 miles
and compare this with the present where
words sometimes seem to matter more than
deeds. In consideration of the linguistic bar-
riers that have developed between different
professions and sub-specialisms, Rob will
address how this confounds understanding,
consumes resources and compromises the
public good.
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Leader

STILL PRIORITISING GOOD DESIGN

The topic in this issue explores a country
steeped in contrasts - Scotland - with its
distinctive almost European urbanism and
wild rugged natural countryside. As the
articles describe, it is going through a design
revolution, pulling locally distinctive design
quality and place-making to the heart of the
debate about planning policy and processes.
Capturing and supporting the character of
Scotland’s cities, towns and rural settlements
will save it from the creep of anonymous
blocks of flats or grey bungalows that pervade
Britain when design is not made a priority.
Shared space is another theme explored
here with two articles showing how it can
be done successfully, but also the shift in
attitudes that it seems to need. Many similar
debates and professional exchanges have
been mothballed along with the projects that
prompted them, and yet the pursuit for better
quality must remain our priority.

As the recession continues to depress
urban design activity in the UK, and
international cities happily reabsorb their
talented professionals lost from practices
here, we need to ensure that the quality of
urban design does not slip away in the haste
to recover ground.

A much more positive note was struck in
February with the Student Project Award
evening, encouraging the next generation
of urban designers to see its importance
and become supporters of the Urban Design
Group. This issue also features the first two of
the shortlisted Francis Tibbalds Project Awards
for 2010, for which practices have submitted
excellent examples of their work for your
scrutiny!

@ Louise Thomas
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News

International
comparisons:
Housing and urban
form

20 January 2010, The Gallery,
London

‘The uniformity of estates built to the model
codes may appeal to the eye of some, but to
the artist give rise to feelings of nausea.’ So
wrote a wag in the 1920s about the develop-
ment that was happening at a time. Not short
of a century on, and the position has changed
little. Phrases such as ‘Martini homes’

have entered into common usage (among
people interested in urban design at least),
as monotonous monomaniacal patterns of
housing have been churned out decade after
decade in the ubiquitous micro-detached
executive home, the semi-detached, and
the micro-apartment. We are told that the
coming UK general election will be a battle
to win over the hearts and votes of ‘Motor-
way Man’: a person living on one of these
very estates, with two cars 2.4 kids, a dog,

a Jacuzzi, a 32 inch wall mounted television
with surround-sound, laminate flooring and
leather sofa. The hope that things could be
different seems lost. And so we come to Eric
Firley who in January gave the Urban Design

The First Urban
Design Group
Student Award

24 February 2010, The Gallery,
London

The last issue of Urban Design (Issue 113)
published the five students projects short
listed for the Francis Tibbalds Award. The
main purpose of this event at the Gallery,
was to announce the winner selected through
voting online by the UDG membership.

To start the evening, Kelvin Campbell of
Urban Initiatives gave a stimulating and pro-
vocative talk with the title ‘Where is Urban
Design going (wrong)?’ He wondered why
after years of debate and government advice
such as By Design, it was still difficult to find
good examples of urban design to show visi-
tors; and this could not just be blamed on the
economy as matters were not better during
the boom years. Examples that ticked all
the boxes of the various ‘manuals’ were still
devoid of any life.

Kelvin suggested that we needed a
paradigm shift; for instance too much had
been expected from the private sector and
we might now see a renaissance of action by
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Group a presentation on his Urban Hous-
ing Handbook, a beautifully illustrated and
seductive characterisation of housing across
the globe. From the courtyard houses in
Marrakesh, with their space hidden from the
street, or Mietskaserne tenements in Berlin
with “fronter house’ and ‘hinter house’, the
Islington terrace mews, or the application

of ideas in Copenhagen, Eric demonstrated
that there are many more approaches to
housing than those to which we have become
too closely acquainted. Eric concluded his
presentation by showing what would happen
if one overlaid different housing types and
the associated street patterns in an area of
South London.

There was discussion as to how the differ-
ent housing types can be adapted as needs
change. Eric highlighted the consequences of
cutting terrace houses into apartments with
the private staircase becoming an unloved
communal space into flats and a store for
rubbish. There was discussion too over the

the public sector. He also suggested that it
would be better to have many small schemes
rather than big ones and used Monet’s Water
Lilies as a way of proving his point. In terms
of design, he favours the imposition of order
on the landscape, and showed the exam-
ple of Edinburgh new town as an example.
Context needs not always be the determinant
but it can be the modifier as when a rigid
grid is imposed on the hilly landscape of San
Francisco. Fundamentally Kelvin advised us
to understand the individual house as a basis
for design: he illustrated how working with
the sequence plot-lot-block, a harmonious
neighbourhood with the right amount of
choice could be achieved. And he attacked
empirical truths handed down over the years
(‘brain eaters’) that imposed standards
based on no evidence whatsoever. Kelvin’s
magisterial lecture which can only be hinted
at in these few words, was a perfect intro-
duction to a students centred evening.
Following the talk, the five short listed
schemes were briefly presented by their
authors, after which John Billingham - whose
idea these awards were - announced the
winners; as the vote had been very close, the
UDG had decided to give a runner-up prize
(£200) to Armando Delgado (middle left),
a student of the University of Westminster,
whilst the winner, Nick Thorne of Oxford
Brookes (middle right) received £400. Both

challenges of the occupation of housing by
people from various socio-economic groups.
The elegance of Eric’s approach is that
it is positive, not normative. He sets out to
describe the different types of housing and
their setting, leaving it to others to infer the
imperatives of each particular approach. It
is easy to see the conflict between illumina-
tion versus heat loss in higher latitudes, or
the struggle for shade nearer the equator;
the constraints imposed by 19th century
concerns over public health, or the question
of how to prevent or extinguish fire. Then
there are the questions of security, family
and social structure, and the daily lifestyles
that the inhabitants lead. It seems a tragedy
that we are so impoverished by the restricted
range of housing types, when our towns, our
cities and our lives could be so much more
enriched.
@ Robert Huxford

were also handed a certificate confirming
that they had won the Francis Tibbalds
Student Award.

The very well attended evening was gen-
erously sponsored by Routledge and Urban
Initiatives, thus allowing for social network-
ing around a glass of wine and nibbles!

@ Sebastian Loew
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News

Shared Space
Conference: New
Direction In Street
Design Local
Transport Today,

10 December 2009, London

Defining the term ‘shared space’ seemed to
be the topic for many speakers at this packed
conference. Stuart Reid from Sustainable
Transport saw it as a concept, not a design
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Minimum... or
Maximum Cities?

- Min-Max-Cities Group,
Department of Architecture
University of Cambridge,
26 November 2009

type; it requires a level surface, works better
at low speed and low flow, and that driver
behaviour is key, although apparently, there
is no evidence that drivers and pedestrians
make eye contact.

Phil Jones provided an update on the
Manual For Streets 2 currently being written,
which will lay out principles for different
streets and locations, from high streets to ru-
ral roads. Leamington Spa High Street was an
example from Tim Cuell from WSP of how nar-
rowing, raised tables and de-cluttering had
increased footfall; Emily Walsh from Solihull
Council described developer-led schemes
which involved engaging with local people.
Nick Tyler of University College explained the

Anxieties over urban space within western
cities, and fears over the dynamic growth

of megacities in the developing world have
altered the way that we see the benefits and
drawbacks of urbanisation. For some com-
mentators a culture of shrinkage is a neces-
sity; others fear the city is set to swallow the
world.

Minimum... or Maximum Cities? was a chance
to clarify the design and cultural attributes
that will best help to address the urban
future. The emphasis of the day as generating
critical engagement with ideas was appar-
ent from the inclusion of the exhibition Paper
City: Urban Utopias which was redesigned for
Cambridge after spending the summer at the
Royal Academy. While the Global Cities ex-
hibition at the Tate a few years ago relied on
statistics, the Paper City drawings imagined
the future with the intention of widening the
debate about what form cities could take by
encouraging ‘thinking big, and outside the
framework of official debate’.

In that spirit, the twenty speakers involved

in four panel discussions were instructed

to ditch their evidence bases, leave pow-
erpoint at home, and instead engage in a
more exploratory and critical debate about
the urban future. From transport systems

to energy grids, from social networks to
economic activity, all of the speakers had

spectrum of shared space types from fully
protected pedestrian schemes to fully pro-
tected traffic space, and that schemes rely on
behaviour change especially by drivers, with
obvious delineation. He asked whether we
need a new type of tactical surface.

Ashford’s innovative scheme, described
by Mike Bodkin from Kent County Council,
integrated art, environment and engineer-
ing, but some of the interventions still need
development to complete them. A hot topic,
Kensington’s Exhibition Road, was explained
by Bill Mount from the re-organisation around
South Kensington Station to Hyde Park. He
argued that corduroy hazard paving each
side of the vehicular road was enough - the
blind lobby wants a 6omm kerb upstand-
ing. But what of the wasteland of paving left
to the south of the station that they say will
be designed later? The best scheme of the
conference was Walworth Road (see left)
described by David Moores from Project Cen-
tre and Des Waters from Southwark Council.
There they also used corduroy paving instead
of kerbs and anti-skid surfaces on the road to
integrate with the colour on the paths. Street
furniture can be accommodated without clut-
ter particularly if each piece has more than
one function.

A delegate bemoaned the lack of gutters
to allow their guide dog to defecate, and
Stuart Reid struck a note when he said that
creating good shared space was a ‘labour of
love’. It is certainly very difficult to accommo-
date everyone.

@ Philip Cave

to work extremely hard to explain and then
defend their ideas to a critical audience that
seemed to relish the opportunity to engage
with substantial issues. Perhaps the most
controversial was Rob Lyons from the online
magazine Spiked! who argued that design-
ers should prioritise enlarging the human
footprint, not least because to do otherwise
may block developments that will help future
generations adapt to a warmer world.

In the final session Re-writing the Rulebook,
young gunslingers Darryl Chen (Tomorrow’s
Thoughts Today), and Karl Sharro (mantown-
human) mixed with old hand Derek Walker,
an early Chief Architect of Milton Keynes.
They demonstrated between them that
there are enough ideas, ambition and energy
around to make sure that we shouldn’t have
to wait for another forty years for the next
new English city.

@ Alastair Donald
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Urban green nation

While a lot is known about rural green space,
surprisingly little is known about urban green
spaces. No one knows exactly how many
there are, who owns them or what condition
they are in. But now a start has been made
to fill that gap. New research commissioned
by CABE Space from Heriot Watt University
draws together all the existing national data,
investigating over 70 major data sources

and assembling an inventory of over 16,000
publicly owned green spaces.

Let’s start with the encouraging findings.
The historic decline in green spaces has been
arrested and is now being reversed. Urban
green spaces now play a very important role
in people’s lives. Parks and open spaces are
the most popular of all the public services
tracked by the Place survey’, and this popu-
larity has been growing. Almost nine out of
ten people use them compared, for instance,
with twenty six per cent that had visited a
gallery. Furthermore, people appreciate the
value of these spaces and this appreciation
is also strengthening: in 2007, ninety one per
cent of people thought it was very or fairly
important to live near to green spaces, but by
2009 this had risen to ninety five per cent?.

So, we know that in England people are
using their parks and green spaces more,
and valuing them more. But not everyone has
benefited equally. People from minority eth-
nic groups have less green space and it is of
a poorer quality. This is of course intimately
related to the circularity of disadvantage -
nearly all minority ethnic groups are more
likely to be living in areas of deprivation. The
most affluent twenty per cent of wards have
five times the amount of parks and public
green space per person of the most deprived
ten per cent of wards.

If you live in a deprived inner city ward,
with high density housing, you may have
quite a few small, poor quality green spaces,
but not access to large green spaces, or good
quality green space.

This environmental inequity impacts on
health, because by and large, the higher the
quality of green space, the more likely it is to
be used. In the most deprived wards, only
forty per cent of adults engage in moderate
physical activity, compared to nearly sixty
per cent in the most affluent wards3. This
strongly suggests that investing in the quality
of parks and green spaces is an important
way to tackle inequalities in health and well
being.

As far as designers and landscape
architects are concerned, it is clear that
where there is poorest provision, they have
the greatest potential to make a difference
to quality of life. Realising this potential
can mean encouraging people to take more
control of the way green spaces are used.
Landscape designer and Observer newspaper
gardening columnist Dan Pearson has had

first hand experience of this; when he lived in
Bonnington Square in Vauxhall, residents se-
cured the last inner city grant for a commu-
nity park. Having responsibility for this small
tranquil oasis has emboldened them over the
years to lushly plant the surrounding streets
too. There are not many other city streets

where runner beans scramble up street trees.

Dan Pearson argues that the spirit of
a place derives as much from the way it is
thought about or used as it does from its
physical aspects. He cites the Lower East
Side of Manhattan, where guerrilla garden-
ers broke through chain-link fencing around
orphaned spaces, to create what are in effect
a series of allotments. These spaces have had
an incredibly powerful draw and local people
have raised the money to keep many of them
as pocket parks, giving that part of New York
a very distinctive identity.

What Vauxhall and Lower East Side both
illustrate is the latent hunger within com-
munities for green space which meets local
needs.

It is worth local authorities responding
with alacrity to this agenda; our research has
highlighted the strong link between people's
satisfaction with their local parks and open
spaces and their satisfaction with the neigh-
bourhood - one of the key things that affects
perceptions of council performance. It is no
coincidence that nearly three quarters of the
local authorities that have shown the biggest
improvement in residents’ satisfaction in the
last four years have a completed open space
strategy in place. This signals their resolution
to respond to local need, whatever it is.

In densely populated areas, the strat-
egy might aim to remedy shortage of open

space and perhaps improve the quality of
play provision for example. It can then bring
clarity to negotiations with developers, and
improve the amount and quality of open
space in regeneration areas; it can create
new access to existing green space. But an
open space strategy can be equally powerful
in cities where an ever expanding amount of
green space feels like more of a liability than
an asset for shrinking populations.

This new research shows the value of
understanding the social geography of green
space provision to target resources well. In
the future there may be fewer pounds in the
kitty, so ensuring that these go further to the
areas of greatest need is essential.

The full report, with technical informa-
tion, maps and tables, is available at www.
cabe.org.uk/publications. Associated
research, to be published in the summer,
will examine in more depth the impact of the
quality of green spaces on the well-being of
people living in six deprived urban areas*
with a focus on black and minority ethnic
communities.

@ Stella Bland, Head of Communications

1 Place Survey, 2009, Communities and Local
Government

2 Survey of public attitudes and behaviours to
the environment survey, 2007 and 2009 www.defra.
gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/

3 Active People Survey, 2005-06, Sport England.

4 The second part of research carried out by
OPENspace research centre, Edinburgh College of
Art, in collaboration with Heriot-Watt University.

4 Brookwood Triangle, Southwark,
London, Photograph by Jane Sebireet
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Viewpoints

HOW SAFE ARE HOME ZONES?
Mike Biddulph reviews the safety performance of UK schemes

INTRODUCTION

Home zones became an approved
designation for residential streets in
2000 (England and Wales) and 2001
(Scotland), and subsequently through
the initial pilot projects and subsequent
Home Zones Challenge, a number of
streets in the UK, but especially England,
have been retrofitted. The treatment has
also been firmly endorsed in the Manual
for Streets. Despite the money spent on
them, and the endorsements that have
been forthcoming, few have been properly
monitored. This article simply examines
how safe completed home zones are by
looking at the evidence for road traffic
accidents in 14 completed schemes.

The projects are across England, and
their completion dates range from March
2002 until the most recently completed
in June 2006. Accident data was therefore
requested for the streets from the relevant
local or police authorities for a period
from 1996 until 2009. This allows an
impression of how the circumstances of
the streets have changed. Data was not
collected for neighbouring streets, and
so no displacement effects can be judged,
but this was felt appropriate as typically
the streets are relatively quiet routes and a
destination for residential traffic.

SAFETY AND DESIGN
The schemes vary in their design qualities
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and the extent to which they embrace
the potential of the home zone concept.
Some, such as Lewsey Farm Green in
Luton really appear to be glorified traffic
calming schemes with a sign designation
but no radical transformation of the
environment. In contrast the Bristol
schemes for the Dings and Southville

get closer to the vision. The character
illustrations give a visual indication of
how the design features of the schemes
might be judged, breaking down the
environments into areas of design
concern. Essentially schemes can have
good, moderate or indifferent entrance,
highway, streetscape, social-space and
interface qualities.

It is not possible to illustrate and
discuss each scheme here, but to provide
some sense of how comprehensive these
schemes are, and Table A provides a
numerical assessment. Qualities that are
indifferent are given 0. Qualities that
are moderate are given 1. Qualities that
are good are given 2. Summing these
qualities gives you a quick sense of which
schemes are the most ambitious in design
terms. Readers are encouraged to use
Google Map and Street View to explore
the scheme themselves and search terms
are given below. Looking at the column
totals we can see the extent to which
schemes have been dominated by themes
concerned with traffic, whilst the creation

of social space for sitting or playing has
been rarely achieved. Schemes discussed
below have their mark out of 10 for design
comprehensiveness in brackets after

the name. Given that we are essentially
judging whether the street designs are
more or less safe, this understanding helps
us to explore to what extent the nature

of the designs has affected the results.
(Note the Victoria Estate in Bury has not
been assessed, but its safety record is still
discussed below).

ACCIDENT RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
Table B summarises the accident data
for each scheme. It is a little daunting,
but simply shows the number of
accidents each year relative to the year of
construction which is highlighted. The
final three columns provide some analysis.
There is an annual average both before
and after the projects, and then finally an
assessment of impact. This final figure
simply subtracts the before average from
the after average, so a plus figure shows a
decrease in accidents. The data refers to
personal injury accidents reported to the
police. The year of construction is included
in the after figures. Each scheme covers a
different area so it is not possible to make
comparisons between schemes.

If we start with the accident figures
it is evident that few accidents occurred
on many streets either before or after
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Yv¢ Lewsey Farm Green, Entrance Highway Streetscape Social Space Interface
Luton
¥ The Dings, Bristol
¥ Southville, Bristol Cecd
- Home zone design qualities
N Numerical assessment of the
comprehensiveness of home Moderate
zone designs
NN Personal injury accident
data for English streets
retrofitted with home zones Indifferent
design features
the treatments. ThiS iS certainly the case Entrance Highway Streetscape Social Space Interface Total

q q The Dings, Bristol 2 2 2 0 1 7
fOI’ SIX pI'O_]eCtS, Ivydale Road (6/10)’ Cavell V\?ay, Sittingbourne 1 1 1 2 1 6
Kennington Road (5/10), Lewsey Farm Five Roads, Ealing 1 7 0 0 1 3
Green (1/10) (see Haymarket Road, Luton Ivydale Road, Bognor Regis 1 2 2 0 1 6
on Google Maps), Methley Drive (5/10), Kennington Road, Nottingham 0 2 2 0 1 5

. . Lewsey Farm Green, Luton 1 0 0 0 0 1
Southville (9/10) and Westleigh (6/10). Lupton Street, Camden 0 2 1 7 0 4
It reminds us that home zones were Methley Drive, Leeds 1 2 2 0 0 5
introduced to improve street liveability, Morce 'I;OWH,DPlyt:nouth ; ; 2 10 1 :
. . ormanton, Derl
rather than reduce accidents. The Dings Northmoor Mmhyester - - - - : 5
(7/10) (visit Tyler Street, Bristol in Google Southwille, Bristol 2 2 2 7 2 9
Street View) has seen a small reduction in Westleigh, Warminster 1 2 2 0 1 6
Total emphasis across projects 16 22 20 7 n

accidents, but also from a low level. Since
project completion a one year old child has
had their foot run over by a passing car
and its parent wasn’t pleased!

We can also judge that the degree of
design comprehensiveness is not a factor
affecting road safety. For example three
areas had a poor accident record before
treatment. Five Roads in Ealing (3/10) had
an annual average of 2.75 accidents per
year. After treatment this was reduced to
1 per annum. As a relatively conservative
scheme we can judge that the traffic
calming methods introduced (humps,
chicanes and re-orientated parking) have
positively affected safety (see Broughton
Road, Ealing in Google Street View).
Morice Town in Plymouth (8/10) had a
very poor record, although the area is
relatively large in comparison to others.
It had an average of 5 accidents per year
before, but after treatment this reduced
to 2.71. This more radical scheme had the
greatest impact on safety of the projects
studied with a reduction of 2.29 accidents
per year after treatment (see Charlotte
Street, Plymouth in Google Maps).
Interestingly this project was promoted
and championed by the council’s road
safety officer.

The project in Normanton, Derby
(7/10) also had a poor record with an
average of 2.2 accidents in its area prior
to the scheme, and after the project this
increased to 3.50. 11 accidents occurred
alone during the 2 years following the
project’s completion. Further analysis
of the case showed that between 2006
and today 11 accidents had occurred at
2 junctions (see Cameron and Duncan
Roads and Randolph and Duncan Roads,
Derby on Google Street View). On the
edge of the project these junctions had
road narrowing and ramp treatments
introduced but no give way markings.
Subsequently give ways marking have
been introduced because the designs
alone were clearly not encouraging careful

Project Date 96 97 98 99

o
=3

Annual Annual
average average
06 07 08 09 before after Impact

=
o
=
o
@
o
=
o
o

The Dings, Bristol Jun-06 o 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 O O O O 0 O 0.50 0.00 0.50
Cavell Way, Sittingbourne Apr-03 0 o o0 1 o0 00 O 1 1 0 0 0 O 0.14 0.29 -0.14
Five Roads, Ealing Apr-04 2 2 4 4 2 31 4 1 2 1 1 0 2.75 1.00 1.75
Ivydale Road, Bognor Regis ~ Nov-05 0 0o 0 00O OO O O O O OO0 O 0.00 0.00 0.00
Kennington Road, Nottingham Oct-03 1 o 0 00O 0O O O O O OO0 O 0.14 0.00 0.14
Lewsey Farm Green, Luton Sep-05 0 o 0 00 1 0 O OO O O0OTO0OTUO 0.1 0.00 0.1
Lupton Street, Camden Jun-04 0 0o 0 1 1 2 0 1 o o0 1 1 1 0 0.50 0.50 0.00
Methleys, Leeds Mar-02 0o 0 0 01 0O O O O O O 0 O 0.17 0.00 0.17
Morice Town, Plymouth Apr-03 8 2 1 3 10 5 6 4 4 3 2 4 0 2 5.00 2.7 2.29
Normanton, Derby Aug-06 1 2 1 12 4 0 3 3 5 5 6 2 1 2.20 3.50 -1.30
Northmoor, Manchester May-04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0.13 0.33 -0.21
Southville, Bristol Dec-05 0 0 0 0O 0O O O O O O 0 O 0.00 0.00 0.00
Westleigh, Warminster Apr-04 0 0o 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 O 0.13 0.00 0.13
Victoria Estate, Bury Jan-05 0 o 0o 00O 02 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0.22 0.60 -0.38
Average overall impact for all projects per year 2.80

approaches at the junction. In subsequent
years the accidents have reduced.

Three schemes have had a small
negative impact on accident levels. The
projects at the Victoria Estate (see Victoria
Avenue, Bury in Google Maps), Northmoor
(9/10) (visit Prout Street, Manchester on
Google Street View) and Cavell Way in
Sittingbourne (6/10) ultimately show a
negative effect on safety. Accident levels
are generally low in all schemes. Victoria
Estate is relatively large, and has only one
accident every 2 years. Northmoor also
covers a comprehensive area, and is one of
the most celebrated schemes, both it and
Cavell Way now having one accident every
3 years. These latter projects have also had
no accidents for 3 and 4 years respectively,
suggesting residents may have adapted
their driving behaviour following the
schemes’ construction.

CONCLUSIONS

In general it is worth remembering that
home zones were not introduced for
safety reasons, but in order to improve
their liveability for residents. The
impact of these schemes on liveability is
discussed elsewhere (Biddulph 2010).
In terms of road safety, however, we

can critically conclude that home zones
are not dangerous, and that the design

features have typically either maintained
or improved safety for users of the streets.
This should be an important finding for
all designers and engineers concerned

in principle with the safety of such
treatments.

Importantly, the comprehensiveness
of the designs has not been a factor
affecting street safety, suggesting that the
combination of traffic calming methods
adopted in Ealing, for example, has had
as much effect as the more elaborate
and environment changing projects in
other locations. In addition, however, the
Normanton case reminds us that each
scheme needs to be understood within its
context, that poorly designed features can
be problematic, and that designs should
be subjected to ongoing monitoring and
revision. Further research is required,
however, to determine by observation,
exactly whether patterns of street use and
activity have also changed, or whether
street users are still sticking to the edges
of the street and not venturing out to share
the space with vehicles.

@ Mike Biddulph, Senior Lecturer in Urban
Design, School of City and Regional Planning,
Cardiff University

Biddulph M (2010) Evaluating the English Home
Zone Initiatives, in Journal of the American
Planning Association, Volume 76(1)
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SMARTER STREET DESIGN

Tim Long describes a new street partnership initiative

Many pavements in towns and cities

are congested and have reached their
capacity for pedestrians. This congestion
prevents walking from increasing, and so
the creation of healthier, more vital and
viable streets and towns, and an urban
renaissance is affected. These pavements
are congested because they often cannot
be widened and are cluttered by many
different pieces of street furniture.

CLEAR ZONE INITIATIVE

Just as some streets seem to have reached
their capacity for pedestrians, the Clear
Zone Partnership is pioneering a new
approach called Smarter Streets. The
Clear Zone Partnership is between the
London Borough of Camden, the City and
Westminster Councils in central London,
and it is a centre for innovative street
design and new transport technologies.
Smarter Streets’ analysis reveals that
streets are made up of many different
parts that serve a single function and
numerous items of street furniture that
have only one purpose. In this way streets
have been designed like zoned land uses as
they have separate and segregated spaces
for each function and provide items of
street furniture for each purpose. Instead,
Smarter Streets designs streets using
mixed use principles, so that spaces and
items of street furniture serve more than
one purpose.

The aim of these multi-purpose spaces
and items of street furniture is to achieve
more from less space (and often less
money), in order to release space for
walking. In turn, these de-cluttered streets
are simpler and tidier, which creates a
higher quality public realm that can reveal
the quality of our towns and cities and
their architecture far better.

SMARTER LOADING AND CYCLE
STANDS

Over the last few years the Clear Zone
Partnership has innovated to create
arange of Smarter Streets and street
furniture designs. A common cause of
congestion is where a footway cannot be
widened due to a loading bay, or where
the footway is pinched by a loading bay
that is recessed into it. The Clear Zone
Partnership solves this problem by raising
loading bays to footway level so that they
serve two purposes: a wider footway
most of the time, and for deliveries when
required. Raised loading bays can also
create simpler, tidier streets by providing
straight kerb lines along the front of the
loading bays. A further benefit of raising
loading bays is that they narrow the

road slowing the traffic, and thus make
it easier for able bodied pedestrians to
cross the carriageway, which can reduce
the number of people trying to use busy,
formal crossing points. The success of
raised loading bays has quickly spread to

include raised parking, coach, taxi, and
motorcycle bays. Examples can be seen

in Bernard Street, High Holborn, Goodge
Street, Great Queen Street and Drury Lane
in central London.

Another multi-purpose and simpler
design is in Malet Street, Camden. The
road turning from Torrington Place into
Malet Street was closed to motor vehicles
to reduce traffic, but a cycle contraflow
lane was maintained through this area to
promote cycling. Traffic was prevented
from entering Malet Street by narrowing
the road using a traffic island at the top
and another fifty metres down the road,
which also provided pedestrian crossings,
and so they are dual-purpose. The other
dual-purpose, simpler design was to
install a row of cycle stands between the
pedestrian islands to separate the motor
traffic lane from the cycle contraflow on
Malet Street. Installing cycle stands in the
carriageway has additional advantages as
they are a simpler, cheaper design; easier
to use; and do not affect drainage. These
dual-purpose cycle stands were developed
further by installing them in the middle
of the carriageway in High Holborn to
separate the traffic lanes on both sides of
the road.

COMPACT STREET FURNITURE

The Clear Zone Partnership employed
Factory Furniture to help create another
Smarter Street design by successfully
combining benches and bins to reduce
clutter. The benches are cast as a single
piece of concrete with the bins recessed
into the ends. This is a tidier, more
compact design that saves space, and
provides bins where they are most needed.
Clutter and space is also saved as fewer
benches are required, because they can
seat more people as they are double-sided,
and by the design encouraging different,
unrelated groups of people to share

the bench. Freestanding bins were also
designed as part of this range of street
furniture using Smarter Streets ideas, so
they can be used as a bollard and even as
an extra seat on one side. The hope is to
reintroduce these new benches and bins
to large parts of Camden to encourage
walking. This should be possible because
they have also been designed to minimise
crime and anti-social behaviour, which had
brought public complaints and for almost
all of the benches to be removed from
certain parts of the Borough.
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¥ The raised loading in Bernard
Street allowed the footway to be
doubled in width

- The dual-purpose pedestrian
islands and cycle stands in the
carriageway in Malet Street

N The new benches in Great
Queen Street

NN The new square in Great
Queen Street

The most multi-functional design
created by the Clear Zone Partnership
and Factory Furniture is a new bollard,
which promotes walking and cycling, and
reduces many items of street clutter. It
encourages walking as street names can
be attached to two sides of the bollard.
These bollards are especially useful on
street corners to help people decide which
route to take, as they can be consistently
provided at the front of the kerb (which
is very visible), unlike street name plates
which are difficult to locate, making them
unpredictable. They encourage cycling
as bicycles can be locked through a hole
in the middle of the bollard. This reduces
the clutter caused by providing cycle
stands nearby, and bollards could provide
many more cycle parking spaces closer
to people’s destinations. Other ways in
which these bollards reduce clutter is
by designing the top to accommodate
small traffic signs, and the base for small
information signs, such as: neighbourhood
watch, dog fouling, littering, and historic
signs. By absorbing these signs and poles,
these bollards reduce clutter, and create
much simpler streets. Even more clutter
can be removed by installing a small bin
in the hole in the middle of the bollard
for: cigarettes, gum, dog waste, battery
recycling, and possibly litter. In this way
these Smarter Street’s bollards improve
way-finding and absorb many items of
street clutter to create tidier streets with
more space for walking.

SMARTER PLACES

The best example of a Smarter Street
where several of these designs have been
used together is in Great Queen Street and
Drury Lane on the edge of Covent Garden.
The scheme removed the traffic lights
from this junction (as well as street clutter
including: 64m of guard railings, a traffic
signal control box, two telephone boxes,
bollards, and three lamp posts), and
created a shared space and a new public
square. Shared space is a Smarter Street
design because it is dual-purpose, as it can
be crossed by traffic and pedestrians at the
same time, reducing delays and congestion
for both modes. Raised bays were provided
for loading, motorcycles and taxis to
widen the footways at the entrances to

the square and near other junctions. The
new benches and bins helped to minimise
clutter and maximise the amount of space
on the square. The new bollards will be

installed on Drury Lane in the spring to
help de-clutter part of this street. The
result of all these Smarter Street designs
is that they have transformed Great
Queen Street and Drury Lane into a place
for pedestrians by creating more space,
less footway congestion, fewer delays
when crossing the road, less clutter, and
improved the views of the square and the
surrounding architecture.

In short, the Clear Zone Partnership has
applied urban design principles to create a
new approach to street design, achieving
more from less and greater freedom of
movement for pedestrians.

@ Tim Long, Principal Transport Planner, Clear
Zone Partnership, London Borough of Camden.
The views in this article are his own and are not
necessarily those of the Clear Zone Partnership or
Camden.
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RISK: WHAT ARE WE STILL SCARED OF?

Ye Zhang and Alastair Donald challenge preconceived concerns

The debate over shared space in
Kensington and Chelsea continues.
Objectors fear that shared space heralds
the arrival of beggars, prostitutes, drug
dealers and an unprecedented level of
anger, and the Guide Dogs for the Blind
say that the Exhibition Road plans are
‘dangerous and hazardous for thousands
of vulnerable local residents and

visiting tourists’. Council leader Merrick
Cockell however sees the one hundred
plus accidents in last three years as an
illustration that the current arrangements
are not safe. Journalist Simon Jenkins
suggests that traffic engineers are the
most dangerous people in London; shared
space, he argues, can neuter the threat of
zombie drivers, heralding a new sense of
community and courtesy.

In What are we scared of? (2005)
CABE argued that tolerating risk could
stimulate good design. Yet the exchange
over Exhibition Road exemplifies how
discussions on projects remain tied to
issues of safety and risk. Why does this
remain so? Clearly there are technical,
legal, and social issues, and bureaucratic
inertia undermining progress. However,
we believe that the expanding ethos of risk
management is the product of broader
social anxieties. The most important
factor is an engrained impression of our
own vulnerability — but do we lack the
knowledge and capacity to understand and
deal with risks?

THE NEW ETHOS OF PUBLIC SPACE
REGULATION
Any urban design publication will have

images conveying a relaxed and free public
realm. Different generations and cultural
backgrounds stroll, chat, or sit about
sipping wine or cappuccinos. Such images
are not without foundation, although it
has been argued that they often betray

a certain anxiety with things urban. The
images are however at odds with the
reality of increasing regulation. Take the
culture of surveillance: travelling through
London, we are now likely to be captured
on camera around four hundred times
within a day, or the semi-privatisation of
entire city quarters such as Liverpool One.

Many worry that the public sphere is
undermined by private controls, but less
comment is made on the invasion of the
private domain by public authorities.
Highlighting an ever-expanding list of
potential threats from which we must
be protected, officials believe that the
previously autonomous citizen is now in
need of evermore guidance and support.
The panoply of signs advising us how to
walk, not to slip, where to stand, and what
can be sold, ingested or photographed,
suggest that we need protecting from
ourselves.

Our study of the South Bank revealed
constraints that fit this new pattern. For
example, between the Royal Festival Hall
and Waterloo Bridge alone, there are now
ninety-five safety signs; skateboarding,
cycling and rollerblading may be a
nuisance at times, but are they really
activities that we need help to negotiate?
Yet along large stretches of the promenade
they are prohibited and compliance is
enforced by wardens. The free space under

Queen Elizabeth Hall where skateboarders
and cyclists now gather has the air of an
officially designated playground where
kids are permitted to expend energy.

Free public space is sanctioned - surely a
worrying inversion of urban freedoms?

EXPECTING THE WORST

In What are we scared of? Charles Landry
argued that interpreting the world from
the perspective of risk is the defining
characteristic of contemporary society.
From climate change, flu pandemics

to terrorism we appear to have little
confidence that we are equipped with the
knowledge and ability to deal with the
future.

The changing outlook on risk is
reflected in a shift from probabilistic
thinking to what Frank Furedi, Professor
of Sociology at the University of Kent
terms possibilistic thinking. In the past,
confidence that we could understand and
then act, underpinned our approach to
calculating and managing hazards and
potential risks. Today we speculate what
can go wrong, rather than what is likely to
happen. Possibilistic thinking is driven, he
argues, by cultural pessimism — knowing
and apprehension over the unknown,
routinely expecting the worst possible
outcomes.

This process will be familiar to urban
designers acquainted with scenario
planning, the increasingly influential
backdrop to urban and infrastructure
planning - that we live in a society which
lacks the controllability of previous
times. The view that urban and eco
systems are vulnerable and susceptible to
failure underpins the aim of generating
alternative scenarios by engaging with
uncertainties. Yet it is invariably the
worst case scenarios that exert the
greatest influence. This hinders a proper
understanding of risks by encouraging
worst case thinking.

VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES IN A
BIG, BAD WORLD

While scenario planners speculate on
harmful consequences, communities also
speculate on potential risks. Given that
cities are valued as being where strangers
meet, we are now suspicious of those we
don’t know. This stranger-danger also
reflects a collapse of confidence that we
can interpret the world. Communities
feel that they lack commonly evolved
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codes or rules of interaction essential for
community life. Consequently we hesitate
before becoming involved in situations
that in the past were considered routine

- providing a calming influence over
high-spirited kids. When kids’ behaviour
is routinely considered a problem, it
suggests that adult perceptions of risk are
not generated by specific threats, but from
culturally generated fears.

It is no surprise then that hard
surfaces, sharp edges or flowing water are
considered too problematic. Instead of
accepting that we are naturally resilient,
designers are expected to compensate for
our perceived vulnerability by designing
out uncertainty. As John Adams - author
of Risk - points out, we find it difficult
to accept the possibility of bad luck or
accidents, instead we become passive
victims of circumstances.

Notably our sense of vulnerability
is also used as the means for planning
authorities to connect with communities.
Neighbourhood planning exercises engage
communities over their fears, reinforcing
their sense of vulnerability, and
strengthening the grip of risk and safety
in design processes. Shared space, which
promotes risk as a means of negotiating
space, is now justified as creating safer
places - reducing accidents, or combating
community fears of breakdown, through
new codes of courtesy and behaviour. The
critics of shared space who argue that it
will encourage anti-social behaviour are
engaging in the same game, but whoever
plays the biggest safety card will trump the
opposition.

STANDING UP FOR OURSELVES

Iain Borden once argued that ‘much of
the joy of public spaces comes from their
surprising qualities, from not always
knowing them or the people they contain’.
Something will be lost if cities become
places where surprise is ironed out, but
how can we design for such possibilities
when the rules try to foil us?

It is here that What are we scared of? is
inadequate, and more likely to reinforce
the problem. It argues that risk is now
so embedded because project managers,
planning supervisors and auditors have a
vested interest in maintaining a climate
of risk. Yet this identifies the symptom as
the core problem. The risk auditor exists
to fulfil the demands of a contemporary
society with an ingrained sense of

vulnerability. Similarly the suggested
solution of more risk-mitigation strategies
to neutralise the auditor’s influence, by
collaborating with clients and contactors
to produce more systematic risk
assessments - this avoids the problem.
Instead of attempting to renew our society
as active subjects rather than passive
victims, this bureaucratic solution merely
fiddles with risk assessments — perhaps
drawing even more people into their web.
Rather than endorsing different types
of risk assessment, it would be more useful
to challenge them on the basis that we are
all at risk. Ridiculing the risk police for
their demeaning view of the public is easy,
and most can point to absurdities such as
the banning of trees in public spaces lest
they cause injury. But other manifestations
of the new culture of the vulnerable public
are left unchallenged. In this sense, those
who support the plans for shared space in
Exhibition Road might be more successful
if they also argued against the recent
designation of all public space throughout
Kensington and Chelsea as a controlled

drinking zone. After all, if we are to trust
ourselves to walk amongst large moving
machines in shared space, then we must
be confident enough to insist on the
freedom for how we use public space. Both
scenarios require trusting ourselves, and
taking ourselves seriously as confident,
authoritative adults.

Constraints on freedom within the
public sphere, and the expansion of risk-
averse regulations controlling design, both
result from the sense that we no longer
possess the knowledge and capacity to
deal with uncertainty. Trusting ourselves
to exercise judgement and authority is the
precondition for reinvigorating the public
life of cities, and freeing design from the
influence of the risk managers.

@ Ye Zhang, PhD candidate at The Martin Centre
for Architectural and Urban Studies, Cambridge,
and Alastair Donald, mantownhuman, co-author
of the manifesto Towards a New Humanism in
Architecture
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URBANISM IN SCOTLAND

This topic arose from the activities of the UDG
in Scotland in recent years and for which I
am privileged to be Convenor for the group.
It is great to see that the hard work of our
volunteers and their activities have raised
enough interest for a special issue of Urban
Design to be dedicated to one country.

As Patrick Geddes stated ‘Think globally,
act locally’, and it is certainly that vision of
a global setting but a local approach that
makes Scottish urbanism so unique. It is
impossible to address all of the challenges
being faced in the cities and regions of this
beautiful country in just one journal; however
the articles that follow represent a sample of
the current thinking, and the contemporary
challenges to make better Scottish places.

At the national level, the Scottish Government
sees design quality as important to achieve
successful place-making; publishing ‘A Policy
on Architecture for Scotland’, the ‘Designing
Places’ policy statement, ‘Designing Streets’
and now the Scottish Sustainable Communities
Initiative (SSCI).

This issue of Urban Design seeks to develop
these themes, drawing together articles
from the urban design, architectural and
planning talent of the country to discuss the
authenticity of place.

Riccardo Marini challenges models of
thinking about place and place-making,
asserting the need for a more ambitious,
spatial-led planning system in the process of
positive place-shaping. Diarmaid Lawlor from
Architecture and Design Scotland introduces
the contexts that shape thinking about
Scottishness and the influences that this
brings to design. Francis Newton and I reflect

on the activities of the UDG in the region.

Cristina Gonzalez Longo looks at the
Scottish Parliament in its concept and
execution of a framework for contemporary
Scottish urban places. Eugene Mullan and
Alistair Scott of Smith Scott Mullan argue that
a more positive and holistic engagement
with the landscapes of Scotland is critical to
achieving more liveable urban places. Ewan
Anderson of 7N describes the development of
an urban framework for Speirs Lock in Glasgow
- one of the SSCI exemplars. The exploration
of the potential offered by the proposed
Waverley train line connecting the Scottish
Borders to Edinburgh is explored by Oliver
Chapman Architects. Duncan Whatmore looks
at place-making in projects that combine
engineering and design.

Visionary and ambitious plans need
ambitious leaders and positive leadership,
and John Deffenbaugh explores the political
leadership of Chicago - a grid city analogous
in many ways to Glasgow. Dr. Lorens Holm
and Paul Guzzardo of the Geddes Institute
link the place teaching of Geddes to Dundee’s
creative capital, exploring a framework for
place based on talent and technology.

In any debate there are always different
viewpoints and different answers too, but as
Daniel Burnham said small plans ‘do not have
the magic to stir men’s blood’. Aim high he
says, and Scotland hopes to do just that.

@ Alona Martinez-Perez

Scottish Editorial Selection Committee is: Riccardo Marini (Design Leader City
of Edinburgh Council), Eugene Mullan (Director, Smith Scott Mullan), Ralph
Tiltston (Lecturer in Architecture, University of Dundee), Alona Martinez-Perez
(Topic Editor), Diarmaid Lawlor (Head of Urbanism A+DS).

UDG Scotland would like to thank the Scottish Editorial Selection Committee for
reading the abstracts and helping with the realisation of this publication.
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WHAT MAKES A PLACE?
Riccardo Marini debates the importance of different
urban design approaches
— e
"M (P FAT

Scotland is recognised as the most urban of the
nations which make up the British Isles. This
predisposition to urban living is exemplified by
wonderful settlements as Moffat, Duns, St Andrews
and its capital Edinburgh.

Sir Terry Farrell, eminent urbanist and
Edinburgh’s first city design champion, has
been proselytising about place-making since his
appointment in 2004; in March 2008 the Scottish
Government made place-making a priority, setting
out a declaration of support for place-making in
the reform of the planning system. The purpose of
the planning system in Scotland is to facilitate good
quality outcomes, and the report of the Council of
Economic Advisors to the Scottish Government
argues that the ultimate test of an effective planning
system is the maintenance and creation of places
where people want to be.

There is a lot of discussion about what place-
making is and how it can be delivered. It varies
from an intellectual analysis of the problems which
prevent viable places from evolving, to the bizarrely
dogmatic modernist reductivist mantra of form
follows function‘ to the comfort of the formulaic
New Urbanist approach; the answer as always lies
somewhere in between the extremes.

What is essential is that we evolve an intellectual
debate about the future of our settlements to ensure
that shallow stylistic concerns or entrenched
dogmatic approaches do not distort what we do,
and to benefit future inhabitants. What we have
been doing for the past forty years has not really
delivered the kind of places that we want. The focus
needs to shift to understanding how important
‘spirit of place’ is and should be in shaping our
future developments.

THE VALUE OF PLACE-MAKING?

‘Space and light and order. Those are the things that
men need just as much as they need bread or a place
to sleep.’ Le Corbusier

If labels are of any relevance, and as a society we
seem to be obsessed with them, I may be defined

as a modernist. Consequently I am drawn to this
compelling statement by Le Corbusier; it is essential
that we understand this approach as a reaction to
the pomposity and staleness of architectural and
social debate in the early twentieth century.

With the benefit of nearly eighty years of the
modernist experiment, we should have a clear
understanding that there is nothing neutral in the
way that we make places. Every mark we make
carries with it a set of values. It is these values that
we use to structure our world. Our places are a
mirror of our cultural values.

Unfortunately the rather flawed urban theories of
that period have gained ascendancy because they fit the
value/efficiency philosophy which drives everything
that we do and that also evolved during that time. We
need to regain the ability to shape our environments
so that the simplistic ‘on time, on budget, therefore it is
must be right’ approach is overcome.

Architecture is about ideas, design is problem-
solving, and not solving one problem while creating
others; places should develop through design, with
an understanding of the genius loci and solutions
that respond to it. Context is about the physical
condition but also the cultural condition. Can we
not then see the statements that our places are
making about our cultural values? How can we
ensure that what we do will translate into places
that people want to be in?

M Moffat 1857. All images
copyright Trustees of the
National Library of Scotland
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THE CURIOUS AFFAIR OF THE NEO-
CLASSICIST AND THE MODERNIST

Why then is the debate about the future of our
settlements currently mired in a futile and dogmatic
series of hermetically-sealed conversations?
Remember King Vidor’s ‘the Fountainhead’ or the
splendid ‘Playtime’ by Jacques Tati? Sometimes
designers just don’t get it - place should not

be influenced by stylistic dogma. The world is
littered with abysmal places which were architects’
fantasies.

It is fascinating to see opposing sides lining up
in support of preordained theoretically correct
positions. Take Duany & Plater-Zyberk’s Tornagrain
or Page and Park’s Stratton Plan; the tribal nature of
the emotions that they stir up among professionals
is fascinating. But think of the poor people who will
be condemned to live in them.

As a student, I found myself bemused and
suspicious of people who describe themselves as
urban designers, as it shows a lack of understanding
of what that means. The design of our places is a
process best not left to a single professional. Now
we are faced with the emphatic factional doughnut
block versus the object building solutions, as if the
creation of places was that simple.

rl:l

My understanding of this professional

misunderstanding relates to a number of simple

issues:

e Design is problem-solving - understand the
context and develop solutions that respond to
it; context is physical and cultural, evolving or
reinforcing the spirit of the place

o Style should not be a concern when thinking of
the creation of place, but that is not to say that it
won’t be important as a place evolves

e Orientation and sun path dictating pattern and
scale in an urban context will lead us back to
the democratic but sadly reductivist approach
proselytised by Corb or the rather surreal fantasy
of Paolo Soleri’s Arcosanti

e Open space is essential, but is usually
oversupplied and under-considered as a resource
for people. It requires a positive use, must be
designed to the same extent as the buildings,
should not be space left over, and it can often be a
lot smaller

o City making or masterplanning is steeped in a
landscape tradition which can be traced back to
André Le Notre and his work at Versailles. True
masterplanning is not about land ownership or
specifically about buildings; its starting point is a
true understanding of genius loci

o The current development condition in the UK
indicates that place can rarely evolve from one
single project. The semantics of the Master plan
or development plan are real issues - the ‘red line’
approach is a specific British problem. It is naive
to think, no matter how skilled you are, that the
commission you have just landed could - even if
the land owner were willing - evolve into a real
place. At this stage it is about the development
proposal, which is a simple relationship between
land owner and the future value of his asset;
conditioned by the extant Structure and Local
Plan guidance, or lack of

We need to understand why and who are we shaping
space for. Certainly our clients need to make
money, but we will have to live in the places that
they create. The issues are: a better understanding
of the fit between people and place; the cultural
context of our time; and the simple truth that

good places generate real value economically,
socially, spiritually and culturally. The mechanism
for securing this must be the planning system, a
process of better plan making and spatial plans,
which spring from an understanding of the notions
of ‘genius loci’ and give room for real physical,
social and economic growth.

THE ILLUSION OF THE PLACE-MAKING BRIEF
The instruments that should deal with place-
making must define what is acceptable in
development terms, and so the Structure Plan and
Local Plans are the critical tools to define it.

The current situation ably described later
by Duncan Whatmore is where there is a real
misunderstanding of what place-making is, and
the way that designers are employed by local
authorities (or in most cases by engineering firms
which purport to deliver masterplanning, by
putting the proverbial lipstick on the monkey),
too little and too late to make sense. There have
been no successful places recently created in the
UK. Yet in fear of being lynched, I believe that
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Poundbury is sadly the closest we have. [Jburgh
the expansion area of Amsterdam, more so than
the very successful Malmo BOO1 and Stockholm’s
Hammerby, is the conscious and planned creation
of a real sustainable place.

So, what was its place-making brief?
Interestingly there was no brief, because what
controlled its creation were the planning tools
extant in the Netherlands. This is a Master plan first
discussed in 1964, and it required real political will,
and designers have been the main protagonists in
its evolution and delivery.

However we seem to do ‘planning’ and then
ask the designers to make it pretty, and the results
are unsurprisingly poor. It can be no wonder that
we are seeking comfort in the false refuge of the
alchemy provided by the New Urbanist mantra of
recognisable symbols and hectoring codes.

Obviously until the planning system catches
up with our needs, there is a role for a document
which acts as a place-making brief; this has to
make complex connections because of the false
efficiencies and pervading silo approach to
governance that we have.

Enquiry by Design ...should be the
basis of our approach to planning
the future of all of our places and
spaces

HEIDEGGER VIA NORBERG-SCHULZ TO
ROSSI - ENQUIRY BY DESIGN

As a student I was fascinated by the Italian Neo
Rationalists, the work of Aldo Rossi and the Krier
brothers; the discourse that they were engaged in
was about having a philosophical basis to what we
do. This can be tracked back to the beginnings of
human thought itself: time and place. I now have
an intrinsic sympathy with the methodology which
now is developing a brand recognition linked to
the New Urbanists - Enquiry by Design. Yet this

is an unfortunate and divisive association. This
methodology should be the basis of our approach to
planning the future of all of our places and spaces,
and we need to disassociate it from the narrow
stylistic imprint that it has acquired.

To try to prove its value I have advocated that our
academic establishments should give Poundbury a
new skin, a diverse skin akin to the real layering that
time brings to places; this would most effectively
be delivered by a variety of designers with differing
perspectives. I know that the resultant place would
be nearly as successful IJburgh is. The current
dress that the Prince’s Dorset town wears does not
allow many people to understand the good points
it clearly has. Recently Sir Terry Farrell and I spent
the day in Poundbury with Hank Dittmar and found
ourselves uttering the ludicrous statement ‘this is
immoral’ like true modernists. Once we had taken
the time to look at what we were walking through,
we realised that it was a loved place, a place that
people wanted to be in, more loved than many of
the dormitory areas that we are destroying our
settlements with.

Yet this is not the full answer because although
Poundbury is developing critical mass and

there is a discernable spirit of place; the skilled
masterplanning of Leon Krier shines through the
popularly comforting applied stylistic language, yet
it does not feel like the natural DNA of Dorchester in
the twenty-first century.

The kind of place-making I am calling for is
the seamless urban experience that you have
when you walk from the Grange north to the New
Town in Edinburgh; you traverse many differing
development phases of the city, but they all fit
together and give you a wonderful and unmistakable
sense of place.

PLANNING THE PROBLEM AND ULTIMATELY
THE SOLUTION
In 2008 in Prospect magazine, [ wrote provocatively
about ‘12 challenges from the design champion' and
my belief that the planning system that we have
created militates against place-making, and that we
need to admit that what we have created to make
things better is not working.

Understandably, we have become obsessed
with the process, because it is easier than making
places. But this must be seen in the wider context
and against the wonderfully brave, innovative and
intellectual approach that architects and planners
have bestowed on the world since the 1930s. That
vision of the brave new world was as flawed and as
dogmatic as the New Urbanist crusade which faces
us today. Land use planning is not sophisticated
enough to deal with place-making issues, and we
are still trapped by the reductivist approach to place
where we have simplified it all to its constituent
parts, and the ones which are most easily quantified
dominate all that we do. Planning has to capture
love, passion and happiness to become the key to
resolving the intense pressures which will face us in
the coming years. The instruments that should deal
with place-making are the instruments that define
what is acceptable in development terms. The
Structure Plan and Local Plans are the critical tools
to define it in the context of spatial planning. It is
through these instruments that we can enable real
place value to be created and shared, for all citizens.

THE TRUE VALUE OF PLACE

We are conditioned to make choices based on false
efficiencies (i.e. on time, on budget), but this is

the path to very unhappy places. The American
urban and economic thinker Richard Florida has
highlighted the intrinsic link between place and
value. It is becoming apparent that our fragmented
reductivist approach to the delivery of the built
environment is not generating the real value of
place - the kind of value which acts as an irresistible
magnet to investment and makes places healthy and
wealthy.

However Florida’s arguments reduce everything
to a monetary value and this is at the core of the
problems that we have been creating. If our places
are a mirror of our cultural values, then we are ata
tipping point in this understanding of value, so that
it is more that what money can provide. I encourage
you to join the debate and help to tip the scales in
the direction of love, passion and happiness and a
culturally diverse future. @

@ Riccardo Marini,
urbanist and City Design
Leader for the City of
Edinburgh

Issue 114 - Spring 2010 - Urban Design — 15



Topic

THE UDG IN SCOTLAND AND
SCOTLAND STREET

Alona Martinez-Perez and Francis Newton reflect on
the UDG’'s rise in Scotland

@ Alona Martinez-Perez is
an architect/urban designer
& Convenor for the UDG
Convenor for Scotland, and
a Lecturer in Planning and
Urbanism at the University
of Ulster

@® Francis Newtonisa
planner/urban designer at
City of Edinburgh Council
and lead planner on the
Tram Project

The rise of the urban design agenda in the UK led to
the establishment of Architecture & Design Scotland
in 2005 and CABE. Similarly the work of volunteers
in the Urban Design Group in a formal context

and with the ‘Street’ network more informally has
contributed to a growing interest and awareness.

In early 2007, a group of planners, urban
designers and architects met in Edinburgh to do
something in the urban design scene in the city,
indeed in Scotland. Our first meeting at the Café
Royal attracted over seventy people, including
students, practitioners, planners and architects -
this spirit created the UDG in London over thirty
years ago.

We had the support of Rob Cowan (now past
UDG Director) and agreed that the national annual
conference was to be in Edinburgh that year. This
support continued with the current director Robert
Huxford and the UDG Manager Louise Ingledow
based in London.

The 2007 UDG Conference on urban design and
Masterplanning included talks and study tours,
and John Deffenbaugh obtained funding by the
Design Initiative of City of Edinburgh Council to
host a Scotland ‘Street’ reception. The conference
involved speakers from different professions and
was attended by over 120 delegates - one of the most
successful conferences in the last few years.

Scotland Street, an informal network of urban
design professionals was launched in 2007 by John
Deffenbaugh and myself, and quickly established a
database of over 100 members, reflecting the level
of interest and enthusiasm that exists in Scotland.
The annual conference and the establishment of
Scotland Street created a resource of knowledge
on the subject, and a network of professionals
interested in urban design, which the UDG aims to
expand and develop throughout Scotland.

In recognition of the group’s work, I was
appointed as convenor, and following John
Deffenbaugh’s departure to London, Francis
Newton, Jo White and Laurie Mentiplay continued as
core members of the group. Events, usually held on
a monthly basis typically attract up to 20 people and
informal gatherings in pubs or company offices have
helped to minimise overheads, whilst providing a
forum for debate.

Although Scotland Street was initially targeted
at younger professionals, the group quickly built
up a wider following and has since developed into a
fully fledged regional branch of the UDG, with levels
of activity often greater than that of other regional
groups. Its launch was marked by an ambitious
lecture programme during the spring and summer
2009, featuring eminent speakers including Ewan
Anderson (7N), Adam Wilkinson (Edinburgh World
Heritage), Eugene Mullan (Smith Scott Mullan),
Oliver Chapman (OC Architects), Richard Williams
(University of Edinburgh), Alona Martinez-Perez

(UDG Convenor), Diarmaid Lawlor (A+DS) and
Robert Huxford (UDG Director).

Following the success of Scotland Street and
other regional activities, the UDG agreed to offer
funding for the regions to promote events and raise
the urban design agenda locally, with Scotland an
exemplar in the UK.

2010 will see a programme of varied and
topical events, each involving an expert speaker
and facilitator, and jointly with other professional
bodies. Due to the geographical nature of the
Scottish region, it has been difficult to attract
participants beyond the Central Belt. This could
be attributed to the low number of professionals
working beyond this area, because of the distances
involved in travelling to an evening event.

Regrettably, those closely involved in UDG
Scotland saw a slight wane in interest as economic
circumstances began to change in late 2008, with
redundancies, increased work pressures, and
lower levels of work taking place. However the
presence of a regional UDG has an important role
to play in providing a forum for debate, a means of
networking, and complementing other events put on
by the larger professional organisations.

EDINBURGH TRAM PROJECT

The art of place-making is still very much a collective
one and falls between a number of professional
stools. The need for effective urban design skills
and interdisciplinary working can perhaps be
exemplified by the Edinburgh Tram project, one of
the largest infrastructure projects currently taking
place in Scotland and the city. This was recently

the subject of one of our most successful events,
with an urban design overview of the project given
by UDG members Francis Newton, one of the lead
planners dealing with the project on behalf of City
of Edinburgh Council, and Laurie Mentiplay of SDS/
Halcrow, acting as planning agents for the project.

It was perhaps the contentious nature of the
project which attracted such interest in the event,
with its price tag of over £500 million. Construction
of Line 1A is now progressing apace and is likely
to be completed by 2012, although Line 1B has
currently been postponed due to lack of available
funding and the economic slowdown.

The Tram project has also created opportunities
for public realm enhancement. At Picardy Place,
one of the key civic spaces along the Tram route, the
involvement of the Edinburgh’s Design Champion Sir
Terry Farrell has produced a significantly different
design outcome. The introduction of the Tram
has allowed a major vehicular interchange to be
redefined, producing an enhanced public realm and
clearer pedestrian linkages, with enhancements to
the historic urban form through the creation of a
major development opportunity at the centre of the
interchange. @
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TOWARDS THE

CREATION

OF PLACES WHERE PEOPLE

WANT TO BE

Diarmaid Lawlor provides an update on the policy

contexts for Scotland

university

In many ways, the world wide web is the global front
door to the perception of a country. At one stage the
landing page of VisitScotland showed misty, moody
mountains shouldering the assertion that ‘Scotland
is the place’. This image and statement invite
reflection. What is the nature of this place? The
power of the image provokes thinking on some key
principles of place; time and change, identity and
authenticity, perception and expectation. Richard
Florida says that successful places are authentic.
This is about the creative applications of talent,
technology and tolerance, and an understanding
of time. What differentiates any place from any
where else with the same mix of ingredients is
context. What then is the context of Scotland the
place? What are the drivers of its contemporary
authenticity, and how does urban design help this
debate?

Scotland has, according to the first report of
the Council of Economic Advisors [CEA] to the
Scottish Government, created urban places and
developments of mediocre and indifferent quality.
The problem of poor, anywhere development is not
limited to Scotland. However, the CEA assert that
sustainable economic growth must be underpinned
by the creation of places where people want to be.
This is a challenge that is being embraced by the
Scottish Government. The planning system is being
reformed. The objectives of the reform agenda are
to achieve a culture change, and more outcome-
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focused planning, which enables more sustainable
places where people want to be.

Scotland now has a hierarchy of policy
instruments to support the reform agenda. The
National Planning Framework sets a broad spatial
framework for the country. Four city region
plans are being prepared to co-ordinate cross
boundary spatial priorities. A new shorter, clearer
and more accessible Local Development Plan is
promoted. This infrastructure is central to the
Government’s ambition, set out in the draft revised
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) to create visionary
and ambitious plans. Design is seen as central
to achieving better places through planning. At
national level, the design agenda is supported in a
number of ways including A Policy on Architecture
for Scotland, six Urban Regeneration Companies
(URCs), the Designing Places policy statement,
the recently published Designing Streets and the
Scottish Sustainable Communities Initiative (SSCI).

The aim of SSCI is to create exemplar projects
and processes to drive forward the place and
design agendas in Scotland. In March 2010, Andres
Duany of Duany and Plater-Zyberk, champion of
the New Urbanism agenda delivered charettes in
three Scottish locations: Ladyfield in Dumfties,
Lochgelly in Fife and Grandholme in Aberdeen.
The New Urbanism charettes can be seen as a reimagining the places we
moment in modern Scottish planning history, a have to create the places
challenge in an ongoing discourse about the nature  we want

™ We need new ways of
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@® Diarmaid Lawlor, Head
of Urbanism, Architecture
and Design Scotland
(A+DS). A+DS is Scotland’s
national champion for
good architecture, design
and planning in the built
environment

M The full regeneration
framework as it might evolve

of contemporary Scottish places. Is there a Scottish
urbanism? Are there alternatives to New Urbanism?
In either case, how do the appropriate responses
derive from an understanding of Scotland?

A+DS is the national champion for design and
place-making in Scotland. Our interest is in the
discourse of how we make places where people
want to be. We seek to deliver on this brief through
design review, a series of programmes which
facilitate better outcomes in urbanism, schools,
health, regeneration, and engagement with the
public through exhibitions and networks. A
key element of our current work is in helping to
deliver the planning reform agenda by focusing on
outcomes. In practice, this is rooted in considering
a simple question: what kind of place are we trying
to create? Places are complex, and are meaningful
to many people for many reasons. Professors
Peter Newman and Jeff Kenworthy, authors of
Sustainability and Cities: Overcoming automobile
dependence (1999) argue that if places are about
people, then people must actively participate in
shaping places. For them this means moving from
a planning process of predict and provide towards
debate and decide. This is the process of visioning.

The Lyons Inquiry into Local Government argues
that the public sector has a key role, through its
decision-making and service delivery functions,
in shaping places. Visionary and ambitious plans
must therefore be a combination of the place-

shaping function of local government, positive and
proactive leadership and active engagement by
citizens. This is the path to sustainable visioning.
A+DS have engaged in a number of place-visioning
pilots in Scotland. In Stirling, we worked with the
local authority to facilitate a vision for the city which
shapes a context for the Local Development Plan.
Working with Highlands Council we are facilitating a
process which explores place concepts for Inverness,
one of the fastest growing cities in the UK.

As part of the Scottish Renaissance Towns
Network, we are exploring the idea of place as
shared space, the shared space of national and
local policy agendas, the shared space of decision-
making, and the shared space of delivery. Place
is not the responsibility of one agency. As the
economic landscape changes, we need to think
increasingly creatively about place, and how a range
of parties shape decisions to make places where
people want to be. The initial pilot of the Scottish
Renaissance Towns initiative at Neilston in East
Renfrewshire has been recognised as a model of best
practice in community oriented place-making by the
Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning.

Scotland is changing. The policy and delivery
contexts are creating imperatives for new ways
of thinking, and new ways of doing. It is through
positive engagement in this challenge that a new
responsive and confident architecture and urbanism
will emerge for Scotland. @

GROWING THE PLACE IN
HARD TIMES - SPEIRS LOCKS,
GLASGOW

Ewan Anderson describes an unusual approach to
development

The global recession is causing widespread
suffering and hardship but, in some respects,

it may turn out to be a good thing for the future
development of our towns and cities. A harsh
medicine perhaps, but in recent years the lower
value uses which enrich the urban realm have been

increasingly squeezed out by the dominance of
speculative development driven by easily available
finance. The recent drop in land values and the tight
constraints on funding is now allowing these uses
back into the game. The regeneration framework
that 7N Architects is developing for Speirs

Locks is an example of how this recalibration of
development forces may begin to facilitate a richer
urban environment.

Speirs Locks covers 14 hectares of low grade
industrial and derelict land by the Forth and Clyde
Canal to the north of Glasgow city centre. The
area was a thriving trading centre throughout
the nineteenth century but a gradual decline with
the increasing obsolescence of the canal was
accelerated in the 1960s when the elevated M8
motorway sliced through its links to the city centre
leaving a solitary underpass connection.

In recent years, attempts were made to redevelop
the area which all foundered as their starting point
was to replicate, at a larger scale, the remaining
Speirs Wharf building from the 1850s on the
opposite side of the canal. By proposing to build
on the most valuable canalside land first and as
a stand-alone development, the potential of the
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wider area was destined to be diminished and
compromised, unless the fundamental structural
and social issues of the area were first addressed. A
different approach was needed.

Speirs Locks is one of a series of canal focused
regeneration initiatives in Glasgow instigated by the
Glasgow Canal Regeneration Partnership (GCRP),
a partnership between Glasgow City Council and
ISIS Waterside Regeneration supported by British
Waterways Scotland. The GCRP appointed Make
in 2008 to develop a regeneration framework
for Speirs Locks following a competitive process
involving local stakeholders. The Make team who
developed the proposals formed their own practice,
7N Architects, at the beginning of 2009 and are
taking the project forward with the GCRP.

An approach was developed over an intensive
ten month process of engagement with the GCRP,
local residents, businesses and stakeholders
from which the strategy we called ‘Growing the
Place’ evolved. The essential premise was that the
potential of Speirs Locks would always be limited
unless the negative perceptions of the area and its
disconnection from the city centre were addressed.

‘Growing the Place’ originated from reflections
on existing places that had been transformed
through colonisation by bohemian menageries of
people looking for cheap, off-beat, but reasonably
central districts that had a distinct vibe to them.
Camden Market in London in the 1970s, Hoxton in
the 1990s, and Greenwich Village in New York that
inspired so much of Jane Jacobs’ 1961 The Death
and Life of Great American Cities, were all places
which were regenerated through the way they
were inhabited, rather than through any form of
planning.

These patterns, which have also been well
documented by Jonathan Raban in Soft City (1974),
tend to follow a similar evolutionary path. First
comes the discovery of cheap, plentiful space
that has been overlooked, then the second wave
of followers, then the bars and clubs, then the
restaurants, and finally developers wake up to the
opportunities and move in. At this point the original
pioneers are usually long gone due to rising values,
but this can be managed and used positively.

Growing the Place aims to replicate this process.
A form of accelerated urban evolution, emulating
the nomadic colonisation of cities by these specific
creative groups, to transform negative perceptions
and drive the regeneration of the wider area. It is an
attempt to grow a place from the ground up rather
than making it from imposed development plans
or design codes. A Master plan is frequently held
up to be the solution that will magically transform
places for the better, but it is commonly little more
than a two dimensional (three if you are lucky)
manifestation of a development spreadsheet.

A full Master plan was produced for the site, to
illustrate what the ultimate build-out might be, but
it was recognised as a long term framework that
might be reached by a process of evolution rather
than as a template for specific development. Its
main purpose, in the short term, is to provide the
big picture that allows the key initial interventions
to be identified and prioritised to encourage a
diverse range of uses and activities to take root
there.

The implementation of the Growing the
Place strategy initially focused on two principal

objectives: improving the severed connections
to the city centre; healing the scar of the M8;
and instigating catalyst initiatives to kickstart
regeneration, targeting initial investment on
a series of limited public realm and arts based
initiatives.

Camden Market, Hoxton and
Greenwich Village ...were
regenerated through the way they
were inhabited, rather than through
any sort of planning

The first thing to be tackled was the underpass
under the M8 flyover. This new link will be
the gateway point - the pedestrian threshold
connecting a large area for North Glasgow back
to the city centre. It is an extraordinarily hostile
environment. Dark, noisy, dirty and intimidating.
The proposal widens the underpass considerably,
transforming it into a flowing, red resin surface
that doesn’t constrain those using it to a single
confrontational route. It will be illuminated by a
ribbon of coloured aluminium flowers, fluttering
6m up in the air drawing the visitor through the
space, in deliberate contrast to the solidity of
the concrete and a memory of Phoenix Park that
once stood on the site. It is loud, but needs to be
to compete with the scale and visual cacophony of
the flyover environment and to grab this critical
territory back for pedestrians and cyclists.

This new threshold will connect to a new
landscape link that will weave its way up to the canal
basin. From this point the whole of central Glasgow
is in view as the canal sits on top of one of the city’s
many hills. A rather bizarre, but exciting, position
for a waterway. There have been many discussions

M 1 The public realm
initiatives will connect Speirs
Locks back into the City

A Concept proposal for
the communal arts space
between Scottish Opera and
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M The new link under the
motorway

@® Ewan Anderson,
practising architect

and urban designer in
Edinburgh, and Managing
Partner of 7N Architects LLP

about capitalising on this to raise awareness of

the initiatives, including mooring a sailing barge
there with an enormous coloured sail to draw the
curiosity of the 100,000 people a day who whizz by
on the motorway.

On the canal itself, a series of initiatives involving
temporary structures to provide low cost studio,
cafe and performance spaces are being developed
to enliven the canalside with vibrant new activity.
These will be nomadic structures, destined to move
to other parts of the canal network once their job of
revitalising Speirs Locks is finished.

These are some of the initial physical inter-
ventions, but it is the growing cultural quarter at the
heart of the area that will really make Speirs Locks
come alive again. Scottish Opera have been there for
many years hidden away in a nondescript shed that
does nothing to reveal the richness of the activities
that go on within it. The plan was always to try to
tap into this, to somehow turn the building inside
out so this creativity could energise the surrounding
area, but the credit crunch has perversely taken this
aspiration way beyond the original expectations.

The projectis a long term
endeavour that needs to be
constantly tuned and nurtured

Plunging property values and resourceful
lobbying have encouraged more arts organisations
to colonise the existing buildings, attracted by the
large footprints and cheap space that they could
never compete for in normal market conditions.
The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama
(RSAMD) are soon to occupy three of the industrial
buildings opposite Scottish Opera for new modern
dance studios and production facilities. The
National Theatre of Scotland has moved into an
existing building facilitated by a favourable rent
from ISIS, as have the Glasgow Academy of Musical
Theatre Arts (GAMTA). This is already creating a
critical mass of cultural organisations giving Speirs
Locks a natural momentum as Glasgow’s Arts
Campus. A momentum that has come from within
rather than being imposed.

7N are currently working with these arts

organisations on proposals for the external space in
Edington Street between the RSAMD and Scottish
Opera. The intention is to remove vehicles and

turn it into a flexible communal space that can be
colonised for performances, events, teaching and
gatherings. It will ultimately be what they wish to
make of'it, making it special and giving Speirs Locks
an essence that cannot be fabricated, but it can be
cultivated.

By the autumn of 2010 the underpass, the
landscape link, and arts space in Edington Steet will
be complete ready for the new RSAMD students to
colonise them. At that point, when the spaces begin
to be intensively inhabited in diverse ways that I
hope we haven’t predicted, the regeneration will
really have begun. All of the work up to that point
will have just been to prepare the ground for this.

The Speirs Locks project, which has been
adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance by
Glasgow City Council, was recently designated as
one of eleven exemplar projects in Scotland under
the Scottish Government’s Scottish Sustainable
Communities Initiative (SSCI). The SSCI is
concerned with raising aspiration levels to achieve
quality place-making and more sustainable forms of
development that meet the demand for new homes.

Whilst this positive recognition is encouraging,
the project is a long term endeavour that needs
to be constantly tuned and nurtured. As is the
case with the Camden, Hoxton and Greenwich
Village precedents, the issue of gentrification and
the social exclusion of existing communities will
always be there. Increasing land values are an
intrinsic part of the strategy as they are ultimately
what will fund it all and pay for the front-loaded
public realm initiatives. But the aim is to grow
value in the widest sense, economic, cultural and
social, and to continually manage and encourage
diversity to avoid killing what has created it. The
challenge is how to shape these commercial forces
in a positive way for the civic wellbeing of citizens
and the prosperity of their town or city. This is how
successful places have always evolved. It just seems
to have shifted out of control around the turn of this
century, when things swung out of equilibrium.

It is perhaps too much to hope that the global
recession will result in a complete re-appraisal of
society’s values, but the world will certainly be a
different place after it. A longer term view is likely
to come to the fore in the development industry,
due to constraints on personal and commercial
funding. The seemingly endless supply of credit
that fuelled speculative development and large
mortgages over the last twenty years will be tightly
reigned in for the foreseeable future. This will cause
significant shifts in the demand profile and the kind
of developments that can be created to meet it.

In the midst of the widespread doom and gloom,
the Speirs Locks project may be an indicator of a
recalibration of the rules of the development game,
opening the door to the kind of holistic approach
to urban design that Jane Jacobs proposed in the
1960s. An approach that grows the vibrant diversity
of a place from the uses, activities and the people
who live and work there, and weaves them into a
rich social fabric. Urban design without drawings
perhaps. @
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CALL OF THE URBAN WILD

Alistair Scott and Eugene Mullan explore the
physiological requirement for open space within

contemporary society

The relationship between urbanism and open space
has been central to urban planning for millennia
and each generation has derived its own response to
issues such as transport and recreation. Throughout
Europe there is a developing concern with this
issue, often in direct response to the legacy of
incoherent external spaces that blight our towns
and cities. Thinkers such as Jan Gehl, have been
instrumental in addressing this situation and we
now have a multitude of government guidance on
the virtues and techniques of place-making. This is
all excellent progress, but it needs to be informed by
awider debate on the relationship between urbanity
and landscape to underpin a successful twenty-first
century community.

Our basic prognosis is that access to nature,
particularly the wild and romantic type is an
under-recognised aspect of the current urban
debate. Organisations such as Greenspace Scotland
recognise the advantages of green infrastructure on
health and social issues, while many philosophers,
artists and poets have looked to nature for
inspiration. This urgently needs to be considered at
all levels, from planning policy to architecture.

Wild open spaces are central to Scottish culture.
Scotland has an urbanised population, historically
living in dense towns and cities, contrasted with
an often-inhospitable landscape. This schism
impinges on our view of ourselves, to the extent
that the classic tourist image of Scotland could be
distilled into two themes, one of the sophisticated
city and the other of the wild mountain or seascape.

Edinburgh is a microcosm of this, with its dense
historic centre contrasting with the natural
grandeur of Arthur’s Seat, an extinct volcano less
than a mile away. Few cities in the world place
architecture and nature in such stark contrast.

Economically Edinburgh is also a highly
successful city and a very popular place to live, as
indicated by a raft of lifestyle studies, and so it is
worth considering what makes Edinburgh such a
successful place. In our view, this is inextricably
linked to its high urban density and easy access
to the dramatic landscape on which the city is
built. Having identified this particular catalyst for
success, we began to investigate the circumstances
that could help other cities and contribute to the
general debate around these issues.

Most economists have identified the knowledge
industries as key to our future economic
prosperity. Richard Florida in The Rise of the
Creative Class (2002) identifies the conditions
for such success and discusses the relationship
between attracting modern industries and access
to activities such as hill walking, running and
mountain biking. We must therefore explore the
physical characteristics of an urbanism which
would support such objectives, and look at the
levels of physical and physiological benefit from
arange of open space experiences, how they are
accessed and the lifestyle choices they create.
Walks in the park, a bus to the seaside and a proximity of the city and the
weekend in the mountains are all part of this wild. Photograph by Maggie
equation. Rouxel

M Arthur’s Seat - Edinburgh
is a dramatic example of the
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1 People have a inherent
desire for experiencing the
wild in a wide range of forms.
Photograph by Copper
Mango Photography

M A view from our

study tour to Hammarby
regeneration area in
Stockholm. Photograph by
SSM

Providing access to such activities is more
widely recognised in Scandinavia, where cities
such as Oslo have made strenuous efforts to
link their urban centres with the surrounding
countryside. In Oslo, you can board a tram in the
city centre and ski off into the wilderness from
the last tram stop. We recently made a study
visit to Stockholm’s Hammarby Sjostad. This
waterfront neighbourhood for 20,000 residents
is one of Europe’s leading examples of sustainable
urban planning. The residents live in spacious
apartments, linked to green urban courtyards
and car-free streets, which support inner-city
family living. However, surprisingly over 60% of
households either own or have regular access to a
form of country cottage. Swedes seemingly prize
the contrast of town and country and Sweden
apparently has the highest rate of second home
ownership in the world, with many of these
summer-houses located within the Stockholm
Archipelago. It raises the question that without
this ability to contrast city and country, would
Hammarby be such a desirable place to live?

This situation is to be found in one of the
most advanced, economically successful, socially
conscious and environmentally responsible
countries in the world. If we want to emulate its
success, we need to consider how to address this
condition, and the ramifications on urbanism as a
whole.

Historically, people were restricted to where
they could live and cities tended to be dense

and often clearly defined from the surrounding
countryside, sometimes even by city walls. This
polarity ended in the twentieth century when
transport advances created a suburban compromise
between living proximity and open space. Of course,
not all suburbs are bad, particularly the older,

more public transport orientated ones, and some
attractive urban village situations occur. However,
there is a consensus that, although popular, they are
not a pattern that can be perpetuated.

The development of lifestyle choices is a positive
feature of modern life and in our study Developing
Urban Housing (2005) for Communities Scotland
and City of Edinburgh Council, we explored the
relationship between lifestyle and density. This
study was influenced by studies such as But would
you Live There (1999) and City People - city
centre living in the UK (2005). Our householder
workshops focused on the trade-offs which people
make in choosing urban living, and identified ten
design principles which would allow reasonably
dense living to be the lifestyle choice for a wider
sector of society.

We need to urbanise a number of
attributes currently associated with
suburban living

To make this shift, we need to urbanise a number
of attributes currently associated with suburban
living and have subsequently worked with leading
social developer Places for People to create an
exemplar of such ideas in an inner city development
at Mitchell Street in Leith. This 49 unit housing
project provided a range of accommodation types
including family and accessible housing. The
buildings reinforce the existing street pattern and
all car parking is on the street, which produces a
south-facing and secure rear courtyard, shared
between the flats. Every flat has some private
outdoor space - either a garden, a terrace or a
balcony. The balconies and large windows to the
south provide passive solar benefits, animate the
elevation and promote natural surveillance. The
scheme provides attractive housing to a diverse
range of residents while achieving a density of 129
dwellings /hectare.

Across Europe there are many proposals
developing around a very similar theme. Densities
of 100-150 units/hectare, a mix of 5-7 storey
apartment buildings and close packed areas of
smaller, individual family houses. Public transport,
communal open space, waste-to-power district
heating systems and carefully integrated retail
and social facilities complete the package. They
are usually controlled by Master plans and form
a contextual relationship with their existing city
form and surrounding landscape. This appears
to be the consensual direction of the future
European City and it would be good to think that
it is easily achievable. Our public sector would
embrace unified infrastructure delivery, our
private sector would create quality homes and
our financiers invest in the long term creation of
neighbourhoods. On a city scale, the urbanisation
of transport corridors with mixed density
development would bring the desired access to
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parks. However successful this model may be, it
does not always answer the central issue of the
relationship with the wild.

The city and the country have always had a polar
attraction, as people seek an opposite experience,
usually moderated by the practicality of transport
links. This has a positive outcome for the city, but
can cause serious problems for our more accessible
scenic areas. Rural towns are still based on historic
location, not that of enjoying landscapes, and we
allow our renowned beauty spots to be defiled
by caravan parks, accessed only by the car. If
satisfying this demand for contrasting experiences
is important to providing residents of our future
urbanised cities with a happy and fulfilling life, then
we need to find creative ways of resolving the issue.

Ultimately, we could address the issue directly
and just allow new rural development focused
on the inspiration of landscape and wild country
adventure, even supporting dual centre lifestyles.
Such development would have to be carefully
controlled, highly sustainable and linked to public
transport; however creating such communities
could allow people the opportunity of a lifestyle of
integrated urban and rural living.

If carefully designed, these could be flexible
communities, not holiday parks, and could provide
a lifestyle balance lacking in much urban living.

As long as the location was reasonably physically
attractive, developments would not have to be
linked to existing settlements. This idea could
work well on secondary land, such as in areas of
industrial forestry where the very presence of the
forest would not only give it an attraction, but
perhaps a viable biomass fuel source. This would
also link to the proposal to substantially increase
the amount of forestry for environmental reasons
and would also encourage more diverse forest use
and demand for more attractive natural woodland.

There is however a conservationist stance that
nothing new should be built in the country (or in
towns either for that matter). This protection of
assets, views and the historic context is valid, but it
should not be a policy of principle, but rather one of
the evaluation of individual proposals. The existing
Scottish planning policy position is more supportive
of the role that rural development has to play in
diversification, tourism and economic benefits
than we might first imagine. However there is a
cultural view that dual centre living is harmful to
social equality. It is interesting how the Swedes do
not seem to see it in this way and we think it could
be fairly argued that if this cultural perspective is a
block to our urban dwellers obtaining a desirable
lifestyle, it is not a positive thing in today’s global
labour market.

Creating separate settlements in close proximity
to national transport routes and existing towns and
villages can still provide huge economic benefits
for existing communities without the problem of
inappropriate expansion. One of the critical issues
facing many villages is that they often need to reach
a critical mass in order to provide services such as
shops and schools. Ideally more work would exist
in the country to allow local people to live and work
locally and the opportunities for home working
further support this lifestyle.

There is also the vital sustainability position to
consider. There is an obvious transport question
in people having two-centred lives and a serious
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evaluation of this is needed. Such developments
could lead to denser cities through providing

an alternative to the ever increasing growth of
suburbs. They might even reduce international
air-based tourism as people currently seek outdoor
experiences abroad.

There is a cultural view that dual
centre living is harmful to social
equality

If the successful nation of tomorrow must
provide easy and meaningful outdoor experiences
to its hopefully educated and creative urban
population, we have begun to explore a range of
solutions, even if they are directly against many
current preconceptions and policies. There are
no standard answers and each city and its rural
hinterland needs to seek the best local answer,
which could range from a bus service with a bike
rack to new adventure villages.

This is a fascinating line of enquiry, which we
believe could produce radical solutions to both
urban and rural challenges and link to many
of today’s key agendas. However, it is an issue
surrounded by myth and entrenched positions and
we hope that these issues will become more talked
about and openly debated.

In response to this challenge, we are
currently involved in two of Scotland’s six Urban
Regeneration Company areas, and have prepared
an Urban Design Strategy and Master plan for
Stranraer Waterfront, in Dumfries & Galloway, as
illustrated. ®
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M Mitchell Street, Leith - View
of south facing shared open
space. Image by Michael
Wolchover

< Stranraer Waterfront
Master plan - Smith Scott
Mullan proposals for an
extension of the existing
town towards its waterfront.
Image by SSM

@ Alistair Scott and
Eugene Mullan are
Edinburgh based architects
and urban designers

at Smith Scott Mullan
Associates
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M Aerial view of the wider
urban area

URBAN RENAISSANCE,
URBAN BAROQUE

Cristina Gonzdalez-Longo looks at the new Scottish

Parliament in Edinburgh

Current urban design initiatives like the
Renaissance Towns and proposed planning codes
in Scotland follow imported models based on
generative design methods, New Urbanism and
community empowerment. There are however
recent and important built experiences in Scotland
that have already probed the character of the urban
fabric; these therefore have the potential to inform
the elaboration of current and future Scottish
urban design thinking in a more sustainable
manner. Such an experience is the new Scottish
Parliament in Edinburgh, the biggest project in
Scotland in recent decades, and a project with
strong architectural impact and innovations, but
whose urban contribution and legacy have not been
discussed fully.

TRADITIONAL URBANISM
A substantial parameter of the project ever since
its political inception was its urban impact. The
Holyrood site was selected with a strong intention
of regenerating a dormant part of the city, creating
apark and a civic or parliamentary square and
opening the site to Arthur’s Seat. In his competition
entry for the design of the new Scottish Parliament
Building, Enric Miralles made valuable observations
about Edinburgh and Scotland, stating, ‘Scotland
isaland...it is not a series of cities’ and his main
design intention was that ‘The Parliament sits in
the land’ not in the landscape, like the adjacent
Holyrood Palace.

Miralles was very explicit in his design about
his intention to follow a traditional approach to

urban design in the site. Traditional in the sense
that it was the result of attentive and sensitive
observations of the city’s attributes, evolution and
the specific site, and went on to say: ‘The Parliament
building should be able to reinforce the qualities of
the place’. He made clear his intention to follow the
traditional urban design approach in Edinburgh,
which relates buildings to the topography and
infrastructure, as also to be sympathetic to the scale
and character of the Royal Mile. Miralles found
inspiration from the character of the city before
James Craig’s New Town: public spaces emerging
organically from a close relationship with the
topography and the land like the Grassmarket,
employing a contemporary architectural language,
where the designer interprets the forces that create
such spaces.

Even at the micro-scale of its design, the Scottish
Parliament was not just approached as a building,
but as an urban project. It includes a series of small
scale buildings, in keeping with the character of
the Royal Mile, creating a small city within the city,
with individual buildings, streets, working and
gathering spaces. The site is appreciated in all its
complexities, making references to the city and the
country, and extracting the essence of the site: an
integration of buildings, land and views.

CONSERVATION AND TRANSFORMATION
Edinburgh is a historic city with urban values of
international importance as the UNESCO World
Heritage site designation confirms. It was inevitable
that a whole layer of history would be cancelled
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with the demolition of the former Brewery buildings
in the site, but their remains were poetically (or
dramatically) caged and displayed in the landscape.
Despite reports against it, Miralles made an even
stronger step in conserving the history of the site
by making the seventeenth century Queensberry
House an integral part of the project. It was his
belief that listed buildings are not an anachronistic
inconvenience, but a strong foundation and
reference for new developments within the city and
their character should be transmitted to current
and future generations.

Once the values of the site were established, the
site was transformed with a process of opening the
end of Canongate, and, with the demolition of the
Brewery, bringing back the long distance views.
The deconstruction of the built environment of the
site was balanced by reinstating the appearance
and surroundings of Queensberry House and by
bringing the land back to the city, with the land as
another building material, that gets further carved
to create the amphitheatre of the debating chamber.

Going beyond the city’s usual constraints that
primarily impose sandstone, the buildings use a
limited palette of concrete, granite, slate, oak, glass
and steel with a rich contemporary language, full
of references to Scottish architecture and a strong
ethos of quality, ethical resourcing and durability.
The spaces were laid with generously sized stairs,
transparent corridors, and a central foyer as the
real hub of the complex. The spaces work in a
way that makes the social interaction happenina
sheltered but open space. Although from outside it
looks opaque and compact, the inside is transparent
and fluid. The symbolism of the buildings and
spaces in between is remarkable as are its rich
iconography with elements of magic and myth.

The project was developed through a series of
physical models - an excellent tool to understand
the complexities of the urban fabric and how they
inform design. This instrument allowed a three-
dimensional understanding of the proposals and
their impact on the city that eventually informed its
qualities.

IMPACT

The project was influential from the outset and
brought urban design in Edinburgh and Scotland

to a higher level of aspiration - what Miralles
defined as a ‘mental place’, beyond the physical
realisation. Similar to Geddes’ Ramsay Gardens

at the top of the Royal Mile, which was conceived

as a cloister for knowledge, Miralles created this
ideal city of democracy one hundred years later

at the foot of the Royal Mile; with the same vigour
of Kahn’s Bangladesh Parliament and in a pattern
that is appropriate to the city of Edinburgh and

its environment. Inward-looking self-contained
developments that have an external urban
contribution to the city; sheltered streets with short
and long views of landscapes. Both understood
history and climate, and transmitted aspirational
social and physical models based on the context and
the relationship between the citizens, the city and
its governance.

This approach of designing physical and mental
places is clearly the result of a complex intellectual
process that is essential when such urban layers
and aspirations are combined. To engage the
local community in the process of urban design is

very important, but not sufficient. Consultation
with users and the community, generative design
methods, design charettes and stepwise design
could be part of the urban design process, but

are not a substitute for the role of the designer.
Urban design is a complex discipline that requires
a strong knowledge of a variety of subjects like
infrastructure, construction and energy, and it
needs to be supported by a strong city leadership:
this is what can make good cities and towns.

M The garden lobby.
Photographs by Andrew
Cowan. Parliamentary
copyright, Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate
Body 1999-2010

We do not need to look for imported
models; the response is, as Miralles

understood, in its own buildings and
its land

As a generator of a strong urban scale, the
Scottish Parliament is more comparable to a
visually, emotionally and culturally rich Baroque
urban project, driving the integration with
its context, than an intellectual exercise of a
Renaissance genius. It does not try to revive
measured methods or models, but to push the
boundaries of design and physical restrictions,
offering more of a playful shell to civic aspirations.

Thousands of local people, tourists and
‘architectural pilgrims’ from all over the world
visit the Scottish Parliament every year; the vision
that this project reflects should encourage them to
discover the rest of Edinburgh and Scotland with
new eyes. To take the spirit of the project forward,
and all of the learning involved in its realisation,
will also help to make new large ongoing and
proposed developments such as Dundee Council
Civic Offices, Tornagrain in Inverness, City
Square in Aberdeen, the provision for the 2014
Commonwealth Games and Maryhill Glasgow,
Caltongate, St James Quarter and the Waterfront in
Edinburgh other ‘mental places’.

The debate about urban design in Scotland has
just started; analysis and reflection on previous
projects is necessary for the sustainable approach
that Scottish cities and towns should take. Scotland
is a unique country that still needs to be discovered
in urban design terms. We do not need to look
for imported models; the response is, as Miralles
understood, in its own buildings and its land. @

@ Cristina Gonzdlez-
Longo, architect
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BORDERS TOWNS - WAITING
FOR THE TRAIN TO ARRIVE

Oliver Chapman examines what new and historic rail

connections could mean
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The Edinburgh City Region’s predicted labour
shortfall 0of 18,500 people by 2015 increases the
need for affordable housing within its reach. As a
result, towns in the Scottish Borders are tackling
the challenge of how to grow into larger, better
connected settlements, but without losing local
identity and simply becoming dormitory towns.
The current lull in development is an opportunity
to reflect on how this can best be done when the
economy eventually picks up.

One response to this future demand is the
planned revival of the Waverley Railway line, which
previously linked a population of 200,000, and
was a victim of Beeching’s axe with the line finally
closing in 1969. This ambitious infrastructure
re-building project, now seen as the equivalent of
one of America’s First New Deal projects during the
Great Depression, brings particular opportunities
for towns that are on the proposed route, and
uncertainty for those left off it. A new station at
Galashiels is the town’s chance to regenerate an area
between the station and the town centre. For those
towns further down the line to the south, there is the
added uncertainty of whether the line will ever be
extended in a future phase. Melrose and Newtown
St Boswells face the dilemma of how to deal with the
creeping coalescence whilst needing to safeguard
original cuttings, embankments and bridges for
possible re-use, placing uncertainty right at the

M The route of the re-
instated Waverley railway
line due to open 2014

f L\Newmwn St Boswells

heart of their development plans. Even for those
Borders towns not on the Waverley route nor on
the London to Edinburgh East Coast rail line, the
widening of most of the northernmost stretch of
the A1 road has brought towns further east like
Duns within an hour’s commute of Edinburgh.
Here the need for growth still requires sensitive
and intelligent urban design.

The Waverley Railway Line, named after
Sir Walter Scott’s novels and whose house at
Abbotsford is close to the proposed new terminus
of the shortened rebuilt line, originally linked
the textile industries of the two largest Borders
towns of Galashiels and Hawick to international
markets; Galashiels was famous for making
woollen over-clothes and Hawick was renowned
for making underclothes. Gala, as Galashiels is
abbreviated to, is set in the steep-sided narrow
valley of the Gala Water and is laid out with
streets following contours in a way that is very
similar to mill towns in the Peak District. Its
character is in contrast to older neighbouring
towns such as Melrose and Lauder that have
much less industrial heritage and are set in
broader landscapes. These have a prescribed
settlement pattern consisting of a swollen street
that is the market place spine with long thin
individual plots lined up perpendicularly to form
an identifiable fish bone pattern.
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The political will to reinstate the railway line was
clear when the Waverley Line Act achieved Royal
Assent at Holyrood in 2006 with a vote in favour
of 114 to 1. The estimated £295 million project
survived the cuts in Scotland’s 2009 budget that
controversially saw the cancellation of Glasgow’s
much-needed rail link to its airport. Funding for the
£2bn new Forth Road Bridge looms large. Still, the
process of identifying the contractor to build and
operate the Waverley line began in December 2009,
and the line is scheduled for completion in 2014 if it
is not derailed in the 2011 Holyrood elections.

There will be three new stations

in the Borders region; one in the
comfortable village of Stow, one
in Galashiels town centre, and the
terminus station at Tweedbank

There will be three new stations in the Borders
region; one in the comfortable village of Stow where
the original station building (currently someone’s
house) is well located near the new primary school
and health centre; one in Galashiels town centre,
and the terminus station at Tweedbank which
was developed in the 1960s as a new village, set
around an artificial loch and is only now reaching
completion with vacant land well placed to serve
surrounding small towns as a parkway station for
the southern Border area.

GALASHIELS - THE TOWN ON THE LINE
All Borders towns are having to consider growth
with or without the line. Their position in relation
to the Waverley Line has an impact on their ability
to plan. In the last six months Galashiels has built
its new town centre relief road right over the site of
its former train station relegating the proposed new
station to a very narrow site between the new road
and a natural steep slope of the Gala valley hillside.
With the road now separating the town centre from
the future station, pedestrians and cyclists will have
to either use a bridge or tunnel to cross it. Road and
rail will cross immediately to the south of the new
station site; had this crossover been planned to the
north, pedestrians would have an unencumbered
route to the centre. Despite this, the new station
site is very central, allows for a reconfigured bus
interchange and a return to a more sensitive street
arrangement in front of the Church of Our Lady
and St Andrew, which has been disconnected by the
town’s ring road.

The provisional designs for the station itself
are a disappointment in comparison with the
ambition of the Victorian station builders. The line
has been downgraded to a single track from its
original two, and so it has only one platform and no
building except for a couple of polycarbonate rain
shelters. It seems that small railway stations must
mimic the new generation of ‘pay at the pump’ self-
service petrol stations. This bolt of anticlimactic
technological reality has not however dampened
the spirits of University of Edinburgh’s Architecture
undergraduates who are keen to embellish their
parallel design briefs, as part of their final honours
degree projects. The students have the same

site but are adding a station concourse, station
building and a station hotel in an effort to find
a contemporary expression equivalent of the
Victorian entrepreneurs’ Gothic.

Borders towns around the east-west Tweed valley
at the southern end of the line and the terminus
face other more significant dilemmas. With Gala at
the west end and Melrose and Newtown St Boswells
at the east, this section of the Tweed valley is
beginning to mirror in miniature the problems of
the Forth Clyde valley’s coalescence of settlements
with a similar spectrum of socio-economic
associations. Despite a decline in the Borders’
population since its peak in 1881, the region is once
again managing growth. But the required amenities
and demands of 1881 Borderers are very different to
those of developers’ customers today, and housing
development is threatening to lead to places with no
sense of identity other than its postcode.

NEWTOWN ST BOSWELLS - THE TOWN IN
PLANNING LIMBO

Without the considerable extra funding and
political will required to reconnect the Waverley
line right down to Carlisle, the towns immediately
south of the new terminus are in planning limbo.
Newtown St Boswells, a settlement dating back to
the sixteenth century, expanded in the 1960s as
part of an programme of overspill housing from the
Central Belt, is now earmarked to absorb a large
part of the region’s housing allocation. It faces the
challenge of achieving this whilst at the same time
safeguarding a wide band of land through its town
centre for a railway line that may never arrive.
This ambiguity hasn’t prevented a developer from
submitting an outline planning application two
weeks before new community engagement rules
were brought in across Scotland, and for 900
homes doubling the size of the town. Rather than
preserving this infrastructure, the plans instead
use the former railway embankments and bridge
locations as road access to a major part of their
site without indicating an alternative route for the
railway. The appointed transport consultants do not
mention the Local Plan’s safeguarding policies.

4 Shankend Viaduct on
the Waverley Line (1981).
Image courtesy of the Royal

DUNS - THE TOWN OFF THE LINE

The town of Duns lies away from the route of the
Waverley line but has recentl‘y beenbroughtwithin =" "7 ent
an hour’s car commute of Edinburgh through and Historical Monuments of
widening the A1 to dual carriageway. The removal of  Scotland
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A The starting point of the
site’s organization is the
rotated grid of houses rather
than the road

M The green landscape
drifts between the simple
forms of the houses.
Landscape architecture by
Chris Rankin

M A level site and
footpath connection to the
town centre means good
accessibility

Photographs by Paul Zanre

@ Oliver Chapman,
Oliver Chapman Architects,
Edinburgh

its status as the former county town of Berwickshire
when the Scottish Borders Council boundaries were

drawn up, challenged the town’s pride and identity.
It has local shops and a town centre supermarket,
which although poorly designed, isn’t threatened
by any plans for bigger competition on the edge

of town. Duns has none of the gaps left in other
towns from redundant rail infrastructure. There are
no sidings or rail verges waiting for colonisation.
Instead, other types of brownfield sites have to be
considered for new development.

Our practice’s first affordable housing project
came four years ago with a local housing association
which owns land formerly used for gravel extraction
on the edge of Duns. Our starting point for the
design of a residential district of mostly supported

housing was to lay out the houses before the road.
We created a scattered grid of houses, switching
neighbouring houses’ orientations through
occasional ninety degree turns. The new access
road slips into this grid and parking is tucked
behind the projecting gables wherever possible so
that the visual impact of the road is dissolved.

To visually emphasize the organisation and
distribution of the houses, the forms of the houses
themselves were kept simple. Roofs were kept free
of interruptions such as dormers, roof lights and
even soil vent pipes and extract terminals. Porches
are recessed into the form and even rainwater
guttering and downpipes are not allowed to project
beyond the line of the roof and wall planes.

The Waverley line could be a
chance for a new typology...
clustered around a string of rural
stations set in woodland

This level site suits the tenants’ mobility
difficulties. A footpath has been added to link the
development to the nearby park which is close
to the town centre. This, along with equipping
individual houses with the latest assistive
technology to help maneuverability, gives them
considerably more opportunities for independent
living than was the case in their former care home
in a remote country house. Other opportunities to
increase the car-free pedestrian and cycle linkages
have emerged now that the high school on the
western edge of the town has been re-built and
may be followed with a relocated primary school.
A mixed use development between our site and the
back of these school sites could include a green
route through a wetland area which would replace
the school children’s only current route along
a narrow footpath along a trunk road. Council
services restructuring brings sites into play that can
satisfy some of the development demand before the
town extends further at the edges.

A TYPOLOGY
The original construction of the Waverley line left
the Borders with the unusual heritage of a few
railway construction workers’ houses. Riccarton
Junction was a settlement built entirely by and for
the workers in forested land. In its heyday it had 118
residents, its own school, post office and grocery
store. The community was laid out in short runs of
compact terraced houses, some running parallel to
contours, some creating a staggered line running
perpendicular. Now mostly dismantled, Riccarton
Junction could have been a model for settlements
along the new line, entirely disconnected from the
road network (as it was until 1963) except for a
forest track, relying on the railway for everything.
The Waverley line could be a chance for a new
typology to emerge clustered around a string
of rural stations set in woodland. But like the
community woodland projects where native
deciduous trees are being planted in large parts of
Scotland, we may have to wait a long time before we
see things emerge out of the ground. @
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URBANISM IN SCOTLAND

Duncan Whatmore asks whether focusing on the
wrong deliverables is why place-making still goes

wrong

Urban design initiatives that are led by criteria
other than pure urbanism (can one ever have pure
urbanism?) seem to have difficulty in getting their
priorities straight: notably so where the work is
transit-oriented. This gives rise to the popular
confusion as to whether transportation is a
objective in its own right, or whether it can catalyse
other urban incentives. Although urbanists enjoy
the Pavlovian vilification of transport designers,
we need to remember that the worthy activity of
place-making involves considering the movement
strategy. We all have our private collections of
traffic inanities to shake our heads over, but we are
all complicit by disassociating these mirthsome
follies from anything that our own sphere of activity
can influence.

In the Scottish central belt town of Paisley,
seven miles west of Glasgow, a renewal initiative
for the Town Centre North area focused on the
part of the town severed from the rest of Paisley
by the railway viaduct running through Gilmour
Street station. This was tied into a planned rail link
to Glasgow Airport as a mechanism to regenerate
an area over-populated with surface car parks,
vacant sites, rotting tenements and random
buildings; churches, cafés, garages, failing shops,
bewilderingly scattered as though a perfectly
normal town had been puréed. One reason for
this was readily apparent - the generously-laned
gyratory system which encircles this part of Paisley
with its magnanimous curves, too accommodating
to force its participants’ broad vehicle sweeps to
become deflected by the network of pre-existing
streets subsumed beneath this highway Colossus.
Such was the perceived reliance the town (and
region) had on this lethal paisley cravat that there
was extreme reluctance to tackle anything as radical
as its removal, or even dilution by making it into a
two-way street, or even reconnecting the network
of streets left as part of the Paisley’s legacy of fine
town planning.

The accord that was arrived at was a balance
between the retention of the road (anything
that you struggle to cross on foot is a road, nota
street) and the original street grid, safeguarding
it from becoming subsumed within a new, non-
indigenous form imposed by any mushrooming
development seeking to enjoy easy train access
to the airport, rather like Paddington or Kowloon
before it. This is now less likely, as the link between
the Inverclyde line branch to Glasgow Airport has
now been cancelled. The town’s original streets
live on, waiting for a patient urbanist to rediscover
their dormant network beneath the sweeping
embankments.

This is illustrative of the dilemma implicit in
place-making effected by transport innovation:
the high-speed transit route that provides new life-
blood to an ailing neighbourhood needs to keep

off the steroids lest it damage the very delicate
organism it is seeking to sustain. Solutions pop
unbidden into our minds as to how we should link
higher density places to mixed-use centres attached
to transport nodes, but we need to be able to
control - or tame - the generator for this activity, to
prevent it becoming a river washing away the life of
the place that it was created to nourish.

There are fine ideas about what needs to happen
in Glasgow’s East End around the Commonwealth
Games site. There are proposals for communities
to rise out of the muddled wastes of South
Dalmarnock, and bright new workplaces to be
founded in Shawfield. These are likely to find
success now that the Commonwealth Games has
given an impetus to build on existing infrastructure
(river, rail, roads) but will need to be leavened

A Trying to reduce the
influence of the gyratory
system in Paisley town
centre North by developing
frontages on the existing
street network

M New streets should link
communities rather than
becoming barriers as is
often the case with transit-
oriented projects
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@ Duncan Whatmore,
urban designer based in
Edinburgh

4 Chicago: The Pritzker
Music Pavilion in Millennium
Park by Frank Gehry

with a sensitive approach to how these new transit
corridors (streets, one hopes) will provide fertile
breeding grounds for places.

Similarly in the Three Towns (and confusingly to
some, the Five Towns) of Irvine Bay, there are moves
afoot to rediscover the heart of the towns and to try
to plug them back together with each other and with
their splendid coast. This time the impetus does not
come directly from new infrastructure, but rather
from a realisation that the places have suffered a
collective amnesia and need to remember what
they are like. Part of this involves, in the instance of
Ardrossan, an attempt to redefine the heart of the
town, eviscerated by a vast supermarket whose car
park squats in the centre of the street, where there
should be a focal point of the whole community.

Its free coffee refills are scant recompense for the
disjointed street frontage imposed by a serpentine
‘engineered’ road (the street actually stops where
the check-out and the little Bob The Builder ride
begins) leading, in a bold sweep to the ferry
terminal, where passengers are able to precess
back past the stacked trolleys and serried Corsas
to where the town’s centre should be. One hopes

that the brief that gave rise to this non-place has
been superseded by one that seeks to revive the
town’s character, and there are signs of emerging
confidence that the URC has begun to inspire in the
centre of town. It is however frustrating to witness
how long it takes for a fragile entity to recover from
being crushed by an overweight and insensitive
arriviste.

This is symptomatic of a hierarchical difference,
an unwillingness to achieve an accord on the
appropriate prioritisation of place-forming issues.
This is why so many of us have had difficulty with
traffic engineers’ world order, a comfortably
rigorous place mapped by inflexible and insane
constraints. This is changing now as doubt is
creeping in over the necessity and desirability of
these devices of control, with a proper role for
urban designers to influence the success of properly
integrated places, where no single contributor can
be made scapegoat for a collective failure to engage
with context. @

WHERE’S THE MAGIC: CIVIC
AMBITION IN GLASGOW AND

CHICAGO

John Deffenbaugh explores two magjor cities

The last time my family embarked on a group bike
ride together, the result was disastrous. Struggling
across the Golden Gate Bridge on a wobbly tandem
bicycle (and with my sister doing less than her

fair share of peddling behind me) makes for a

good story but is not something I'd be in a hurry to
repeat. So my father’s suggestion that we embark
on another cycle ride during a recent family holiday
was greeted with scepticism by all. After some

convincing, we were soon cycling along the shore
of Lake Michigan. With the spectacular city skyline
on one side and nothing but sand and water on

the other, I found myself drawing the conclusion
that Chicago is simply the best city in the world.
Within the coming days, and without leaving town,
we would experience the shore line of Southern
California, the edginess of London, the electricity
of Manhattan, but with the friendliness of, er,
Glasgow.

At this point, I should confess that my motives
for making this comparison are not altogether
objective: I have many happy memories of
Chicago, while as a Glaswegian, it is in my nature
to shamelessly promote my native city whenever
possible. However, I’ve never found this too
big a chore because Glasgow, like Chicago, is a
wonderful city. To emphasise that this is not just
local patriotism speaking, Jonathan Glancey wrote
in the Guardian (1999): “Big city Glasgow. Bigin a
way that Chicago, London and New York feel big.
Something to do with the scale and ambition of its
principal buildings, the determined grid-iron plan
of its central streets, its beetling black cabs, 24-hour
bustle, underground railway (‘the Clockwork
Orange’), cocksure street life and a local accent as
distinct as that of Bow or the Bronx.”

This summer’s trip got me thinking about the
comparisons between Chicago and the Scottish city
I grew up in. The recent edition of Urban Design
celebrated one hundred years since Daniel Burnham
produced his Chicago Plan. Within the Scottish
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context, there is an important relationship between
Chicago and Glasgow — Glasgow’s city centre grid
formed the basis of the Chicago grid, and Chicago
reciprocated by providing inspiration for many

of the architects of new buildings in Glasgow, a
phenomenon which Charles McKean labelled as the
‘Americanisation of Glasgow.

Although hailing from this former European
City of Culture, I’ve never professed to be much of a
culture-vulture, and so it is no surprise that I have
no idea which concerto the Chicago Symphony was
performing during an outdoor concert in the city’s
Millennium Park. This wasn’t disinterest, more
distraction by our spectacular setting, sitting on
a grassy knoll, glass of wine in hand and with the
colliding steel and concrete forms of Frank Gehry’s
stage in the distance, it struck me that there is no
similar venue in Scotland, or indeed the UK. What’s
more, it felt inconceivable that such a facility could
ever exist here. The nearest equivalent in Glasgow
would be a musty-smelling tent in George Square.
To me, this symbolizes the vastly differing scales
of civic ambition between the two cities. Many
would assert that Chicago has more in common
with New York or London than Glasgow, but behind
the glamorous skyline, Chicago is at heart a post-
industrial city that has successfully moved from
manufacturing to service provision in the same way
Glasgow has.

Glasgow has achieved this through culture-led
regeneration powered by one-off high profile
events such as the Garden Festival and its reigns
as European City of Culture and UK City of
Architecture. I recall the blackness of the city
centre prior to the Garden Festival in 1988, an
image which seemed to colour the widespread
perception of the city as dangerous and depressed.
Today, Glasgow’s city centre is unrecognisable and
accurately described by the city’s marketing slogan
as ‘Scotland with Style.” However, if Glasgow’s
transformation were the equivalent of the speedy
hare, Chicago’s is proof that slowly but surely really
does win the race.

Chicago’s civic leaders, or more pertinently
leader, guided the city through the economic
collapse that affected many centres of industry

throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Glasgow included.

Today, Chicago is continuing to thrive under
similarly strong leadership. There is a tangible
sense that the mantra of Chicago’s Daniel Burnham
continues to permeate every aspect of the city’s
endeavors: ‘Make no little plans. They have no
magic to stir the blood of men and probably will
not themselves be realized.” From the magnificent
skyline to the vitality of its streets below, and from
its cultural institutions to its nightlife, the city feels
determined to provide all you could possibly want
from an urban experience.

By contrast, Glasgow feels weighed down by fear
of the remarkable and the extraordinary. While it is
a unique and wonderful city, this would seem more
to do with the spirit of its people and historic urban
fabric, rather than the activities of more recent city
fathers. Little plans such as a café in George Square
appear in the local press only to disappear a few
weeks later. The leader of Glasgow City Council,
Steven Purcell, commented that he scrapped the
George Square café because it would cost as much a
new primary school elsewhere in the City.

So, how does Chicago manage to deliver quality

civic facilities and a functioning education system?
I would argue that the key difference between
Chicago and Glasgow is civic leadership. Chicago
has been shaped by the Daley dynasty, first by
Mayor Richard J from 1955-1976 and then by

his son Richard M since 1989. The Daleys have
mixed philanthropy, benevolence and willfulness
to transform Chicago from a city that could have
gone the way of Detroit or Cleveland to the eighth
most influential city in the world, according to the
World Cities Study Group. By contrast, Glasgow
has not had the benefit of such focused leadership,
relying more on party-political consensus and a
‘democratic’ process that has similarities to one-
party rule but without the strong leadership of a
mayoral framework. While Glasgow’s memorable
Lord Provost, Pat Lally, may have provided a clear
public face during his term, he was inevitably
subject to the political machine around him that
sapped the energy of leadership.

Richard ] Daley used this machine to his
advantage, maintaining close control of Chicago’s
political system through job patronage. The title
of Cohen and Taylor’s 2000 biography provides
an indication of Daley’s prominence: American
Pharaoh: Mayor Richard J. Daley: His Battle for
Chicago and the Nation.

While other major US cities teetered on the
brink of insolvency, Daley’s grasp of public finances
ensured that Chicago and its region remained the
‘largest, richest and the last in the nation still at
full thrust,’ according the New York Times in 1976.
Daley persuaded the Illinois State government
to develop a major campus of the University of

4 Chicago: The Cloud, Anish
Kapoor, Millennium Park
M Glasgow: Temporary
stage set up in George
Square for events
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M Glasgow: The 1988 Garden
Festival was a catalyst

of the City’s subsequent
regeneration

@ John Deffenbaugh,
architect and town planner
based in London

Illinois in the city’s downtown area. The cost was
borne by state taxpayers, but city residents would
be the main beneficiaries. He was also able to
direct suburban taxpayers’ money towards city
healthcare facilities. Most significantly, he pushed
through legislation which transferred financial
and administrative responsibility for welfare

from the city to the state. As Mike Royko notes in
Boss: Richard J Daley of Chicago: ‘In short, Daley
expanded city services and shifted a large measure
of the costs to the state, the county, and the Chicago
area suburbs’

Chicago offers Glasgow plenty of food
for thought, but without robust civic
leadership, that is what it shall stay

In this respect, similarities to Glasgow’s position
emerge. The city’s tightly drawn governmental
boundaries means that it suffers from a low tax base
and significant deprivation, while also providing
public and leisure services to a much wider and
more affluent region collectively, home to over half
of Scotland’s population. Most notably, Glasgow
boasts several world class (and free) museums,
funded, in part, by the city’s immediate taxpayers.
Applying Daley’s philosophy may create a more
equitable approach to the funding of public services
between the city and its affluent suburbs. Were
Glasgow able to spread the cost of its public services
more equally amongst the wider population they
serve, it would allow the city to direct attention to
its civic infrastructure.

Mayor Richard ] Daley died in 1976 during his
sixth term in office. The city would be served by
four successive mayors over the coming years, each
only lasting a single term. It was not until 1989, with
the election of Daley’s son, Richard M Daley, that
Chicago would gain a leader of longevity. Should
he remain in office beyond 2010, Richard M Daley
will exceed the record set by his father as Chicago’s
longest serving mayor.

He was described by Time Magazine in 2005
as having an imperial style, similar to that of his
father, but his approach to governance reflects
contemporary values and thinking. Rather than
using job patronage to maintain direct control over
city functions, as his father did, many of Daley’s

appointments have been leaders in their field.
The result is that Chicago is now one of the most
visited and liveable large cities in the world - the
relationship between appropriate leadership and
successful outcome is apparent.

Chicago’s most recent success, the creation
of Millennium Park, illustrates the benefit of
leadership. In his book, Millennium Park: the
Creation of a Chicago Landmark (2006), Timothy
Gilfoyle asserts that the park embodies ‘the
historical legacy of Richard M Daley, the influence
of corporate philanthropy, the use of culture as an
engine of economic expansion, and the nature of
political power in Chicago.” The park began with a
plan to construct an underground car park topped
with grass. Daley saw the opportunity to create
a millennium marker and expanded the grassy
top to a full scale extension to the adjacent Grant
Park. The City would fund the car park, while
the private capital would be sought for the park
above. The courting of private corporations and
philanthropists yielded $125m, in part attracted by
the star designers involved in the project. Opened in
2004, the park contains Anish Kapoor’s sculpture,
Cloud Gate, Frank Gehry’s music pavilion, an
enclosed theatre for music and dance, as well as
an ice rink and numerous eateries. The facility
exemplifies the appeal of strong leadership to
private capitalists and opportunity to direct private
capital toward public benefit.

Nowhere would this be more beneficial than
in Glasgow, which has used cultural activity as a
cornerstone of its urban regeneration since the
1980s. Glasgow’s mechanism of utilising large scale
and one-off events has undeniably transformed
the city’s fortunes and public perception, but this
has come at a price. Each event was incredibly
costly and funded by a range of public agencies.
The Garden Festival has left a derelict scar on its
riverfront site, which has remained largely vacant
since 1988. Chicago’s example of capturing private
sector funding and the creation of lasting cultural
assets has been shown to provide greater holistic
benefits without the inevitable peaks and troughs of
one-off events. However, this is only possible with a
strong and accountable figurehead in place.

Urban design is as much about a city’s
governmental and political context as the physical
characteristics of its urban environment. As
Chicago proves, one directly affects the other.
Chicago offers Glasgow plenty of food for thought,
but without robust civic leadership, that is what
it shall stay. Both possess powerful political
machines; the Democratic party dominate Chicago
as Labour does in Glasgow. Both have a proud
working class heritage, and both have a reputation
for the character of their people. Unfortunately,
outside London, there is limited scope for elected
mayors in British politics. Perhaps this will change
at some point, bringing the UK into alignment
with continental cities. As Chicago demonstrates,
a strong leader, reinforced by a strong political
machine but constrained by public accountability
can bring about positive change unprecedented
in Britain’s urban areas. Until then, it’s back to the
musty tent in George Square for me. @
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THE CARTOGRAPHER’S

DILEMMA

Paul Guzzardo and Lorens Holm discuss a new
perspective on cities with Patrick Geddes’ help

PAUL GUZZARDO, DESIGNER AND MEDIA
ACTIVIST D’ll start this with a call for an
epistemological beachhead and rant against the
shrink-wrapped city.

LORENS HOLM, DIRECTOR, THE GEDDES
INSTITUTE FOR URBAN RESEARCH Time to
propose a new spatial practice, one that takes heed
of the knowledge environment.

PG Iwant the spotlight off Larry Page and
Sergey Brin - those Google titans - and flash it on
Geddes and the City. So here’s a Geddes quote,
‘The general principle is the synoptic one, of
seeking as far as may be to recognise and utilise
all points of view and so to be preparing for the
Encyclopaedia Civica of the future.

LH And another, “Town plans are thus no mere
diagrams, they are a system of hieroglyphics in
which man has written the history of civilisation,
and the more tangled their apparent confusion, the
more we may be rewarded in deciphering it.’

PG The dilemma in the tera-perabyte world

is getting deciphering gear on the street.
Without that the city is less and less a stage for
knowledge creation and synthesis. We need
new place making action plans. We need new
interfaces on the ground linking the city space
and data-landscapes. Place making that takes
no heed of the evolving knowledge environment
is no longer sustainable. If the end game is a
sustainable city, the city has to be a knowledge
generator. And without a street/data/scape
interface - new crossover nodes - it’s neither.
Time is short. This brief should have been
started twenty years ago. That’s when the info-
age began slamming us. But it never got written.
Now the digital buckshot is coming at hyper-
speed. And we’ve got a gaping hole in the city.
We’re wedged between a data space and a hard
place, and left with a shrink-wrapped something
or other.

LH For Geddes the evolutionist (student of
Huxley), the city was an artifact in the continual
evolution of intellect (bus shelters mark the city as
a flow of people, manhole covers mark it as a flow of
sewage.) For this reason he was conservative in his
approach to the renovation of the city. He advocated
‘surgical’ interventions to destroy as little fabric

as possible. Tabula rasa planning was intellectual
suicide, tantamount to the loss of the library of
Alexandria. We need to invent the spatial notation
to mark the city as a flow of data and discourse.

PG Butanew tool set, a new systems approach is
essential, or as Geddes would say ‘the principle
is the synoptic one’.

LH We need to develop a spatial system of form-
types and grammar, and a strategy for location.

In another register, it is not miles away from the
question of the coherence of the city addressed by
Aldo Rossi in his theory of types, or of Palladio in
his pages of villa plan forms. What are the abstract
principles, and what elements repeat endlessly

in different circumstances? What are fixed and
what contingent? How do we represent the city

to ourselves as a flow of ideas, knowledge, love,
money, political affiliations. We are looking for
nothing less than a new vision of coherence and
cohesion on a par with Nolli’s vision of Rome. Nolli
showed us that the city was an infrastructure of
surfaces, continuous, plastic, inside-outside. The
cartography that allows us to map the knowledge
of the city back onto the city will not be a new map
that replaces Nolli’s (what Venturi sought to do), but
aprocess, a recursive mapping process: continuous
and without end — a Recursive Urbanism. Imagine
an urbanism where a continually updating
cartography replaces the static map. It is a technical
process, what Mumford called technics (he posed
man’s technic outside against his Freudian inside).

PG The question is: where are we going to

get the crew to move towards this coherent
vision? To get that Nolli update, place-makers
have to rethink cultural precincts and ‘creative
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practices’. The remix digerati have to be on the
street. We don’t want a generation secreted in
clandestine places, shackled to screens and
virtual sites. Or shunted to mutating gaming
consoles, where buttons and a directional
joystick reign the drift. They have to be on the
ground navigating through the digital fog. That’s
the place to double, layer and go off in several
directions. But they need gear to cut a path in the
data maelstrom. They need way stations; to plot
a course, and platforms to peer. But they don’t
have it. Place-making has yet to respond to the
sucking sound.

What we are looking for is a cultural
infrastructure for scoping the city

LH We need mapping stations for collating the
knowledge embedded in and out of the city, for
writing new narratives and counter narratives,
doctors’ surgeries for surgery upon the city. It
poses problems for strategies of location. Geddes
proposed the Cities Exhibition as the place to
collate local knowledge and put it into circulation.
Each city was to have an Exhibition as a permanent
civic institution along with courthouse, museum,
etc. It was a necessary condition for participatory

democracy, because you could not make informed
decisions if you did not know the city you lived

in, and its relation to the region, the country, the
world....

PG ...and its relation to the virtual place, the
blended space. The surgical insertion is the
way to go. Slide the scope in. Think of them as
mapping nodes that slip into what’s already
there. When it works you end up with ocular
devices that peer through the digital fog, and
that’s not far from Geddes. Geddes’s place
making emerges out of the liminal world of
Greek philosophers who played with comings
and goings, ins and outs from caves. Geddes
understood the city as a blended site. He was
more than a student of Darwin/Huxley. He was
an apprentice of those classical Greeks. The
Geddesian playbook opens on the Greek polis
where the first citizens - creatives - drifted

and mixed things up. Good things happened
there, like knowledge and synthesis. Our media
environments have taken us - and our blended
selves - back to these liminal places. Today we’re
still mixing and drifting but don’t do much on
the street. It’s in a soft space, the virtual realm
where we tell our stories and learn. If we can get
back on the street, good things can happen in
this here and now.

LH What we are looking for is a cultural
infrastructure for scoping the city. I call it
infrastructure because — unlike Geddes Cities
Exhibition - we need a cultural institution as
ubiquitous dispersed and repetitious as phone
booths, post boxes, public toilets, manholes, that
creates a network of stations for reflecting upon the
city and mapping that new knowledge back onto the
city. If we take Geddes seriously, the knowledge is
already there, and it is about creating the moments
for accessing it, reflecting upon it, and transmitting
it to others. Instead of the media environment
shadowing the city like an Other scene that mimics
it in complexity drawn off its energy, its civics,

its intellectual life, can we not engage it to create

a hybrid. Imagine local gallery + QuestionTime +
webscape congestion (thanks Koolhaas) with link to
local authority website (except that it might replace
the local authority at least at the community level).
It will be a hybrid media platform and public space
showcase.

PG Iplayed in that soft space in my MediaARTS
lab. It was a blended place, a straddled one. It
was on the street, a sort of polis update. The

lab wrapped a windowed corner in downtown
St. Louis. Artists used digital collage, remix

to create new urban narratives, to map and
re-mythologize the streetscape. The evening’s
digital amalgam/remix, was projected on screens
and monitor walls facing the street. Subject
matter included meditations on art/science
practice; the effect of information technology
on social practice; 9/11; the Millennium,

comic books; Orwellian media culture. It was
street theatre, a tool to advance synthesis and
awareness, with the hope that it might lead

to collective action. Then we collaborated on
laser|net. laser\net was about mediating spaces
and communities. Gallerygoers either side of a
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Digital
Digital Future

there is a Digital Future Landscape Terrain.

Future Landscape Terrain: fingerly, numeric,
Landscape Terrain: imagined imminent immensity.

Terrain: a narrative scaped by the land.

Digital Future Landscape : a tussocked surface, rough going.

parcelled.

screen could communicate across it and trigger
image and sound files that occluded it, from
position points in the space.

LH The stage is the street. We have to reclaim it as
an agent against the programmed amnesia inherent
in most city planning, which turns the city into a
spectacle for tourism, for business, for raising tax
revenues, above all for amusement and investment.
Its hyper-real flythrough tropes turn the city into a
display whose effect, intentional or otherwise, is to
sedate us; to turn us away from the difficult issues
confronting us, issues about our relation to our
environment, built and natural, which, if we could
reflect upon them, we would have a hope of solving.
Need new spaces to confront bad times.

The question is how can we grab
the gaming phenomena and use it
to transform civics?

PG How do we build a wiki on the street? There
is something happening ‘off street’ that draws
me. It has money and smarts. It is computer
gaming. And yes most computer games fall in
that vast hyped hyper-bounce blastscape. This
is aniche. It is called Serious Games and it has

a Geddesian hum to it. Serious gaming emerges
out of ‘deep game engine’ architecture. Players
move ‘in and out’ of a trajectory, a sequence of
domains. Serious game theorists examine game
design in terms of the potential for learning
and literacy. Their sage is James Paul Gee.
When I read Gee it seems as if Geddes’s ceuvre
devised for the city as a creative cauldron of
progress and humanization has been hijacked
to a gaming space. Polis-sequel has drifted to
soft semiotic domains, a term within game
engine architecture. The platform has switched,
from city to game. The lingua franca of serious
gaming - issues of domain and social practice,
effective participation, domains for multi-
literacy, experiencing the world in new ways _

all share a jolting similarity to the Geddesian
playbook. Like the one on the ground, it involves
trajectories through a sequence of tableaus,
places for lingering meditation, for thinking
flaneurs. Intended or not these game theorists
have appropriated Geddes’ read of the city

as platform for shared understanding and
knowledge.

LH Butthe team is playing in a virtual realm,

and there is no indication that it is coming off

that field. That’s a problem. It involves more than
discourse. It’s also about money. The sustainable
city and the serious game are both in search of new
system platforms, platforms that are more than
spectacle delivery shunts, new maps for a recursive
urbanism. The barrier that separates city and game
praxis needs to blend. We need collaborations, a
profound rethinking of civics, planners and creative
practices.

PG Geddes understood the itch to game. The
agonistic frontline for this biologist was the
street. Geddes saw the arena on the street. It was
the font for creative struggle, wakefulness and
synthesis.

LH Seems apt that ‘the Dundee street’ where
Geddes spent twenty years teaching is home to
Realtime Worlds, the company that brought us
Grand Theft Auto and now All Points Bulletin.
Street maps and street fights, mixed and remixed by
Scotland’s digerati.

PG The question is how can we grab the gaming
phenomena and use it to transform civics? How
do we graft it onto the street?

LH Our editor says we are out of time. Let’s save
Geddes, the street and GTA/APB for the blog www.
dundee.ac.uk/geddesinstitute/cartographers.htm.
We have fixed the coordinates, oriented a dialogue
on cities. The point is that Geddes left us a tool chest
packed with maps, maps to build platforms that
glimpse ahead, assess what’s coming, and maybe
humanize this new place. @

M laser\net: Cahokia Indian
mound on the outside, digital
platform on the inside

@® Paul Guzzardo
playwrite, documentary film
maker, digital artist, urban
designer, and Fellow at the
Geddes Institute For Urban
Research, University of
Dundee

Lorens Holm, Director of The
Geddes Institute for Urban
Research

For a full length version of
this paper, see www.dundee.
ac.uk/geddesinstitute/
thecartographersdilemma.
pdf. The Cartographer’s
Dilemma is an ongoing
research project and will be
the subject of a conference
in June 2010 at the Pratt
Institute, New York
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THE HEART OF DOHA MASTER PLAN, DOHA, QATAR

AECOM describe an intricate design solution

The Heart of Doha project is an exception
rather than a rule. This regeneration
Master plan demonstrates that economic,
cultural and environmental sustainability
can be achieved in the Middle East through
innovation, creativity and responsible
professional practice. Set back from Doha
Bay, and close to the seat of government

at the Emiri Diwan, lies the Heart of Doha
site.

CONTEXT

Following the discovery of oil and gas

in the 1930s, Doha’s growth from a
fishing and pearl-diving village to a

large sprawling city has been rapid and
impressive. The rapid expansion of this
city was made possible by the private car.
Increased car-ownership has brought
widespread Western-style suburban
development which has weakened the
city’s centre of gravity. The traditional
social fabric of the fereej* was displaced
by a fragmented public realm causing the
inevitable loss of community spirit and
social capital. Guided by Dohaland and
Qatar Foundation’s principle that a nation’s
greatest resource is the potential of its
people, the Heart of Doha project brief
was to bring families back into the historic
core of Doha. The aim is to restore a sense
of community, improve the environment
and boost the economy by creating a

safe, well-served and thriving centre with
schools, shops, small businesses, health
services, mosques and public spaces, all
within easy walking distance of where
people live.

THE MASTER PLAN
Using historic maps and photography,

key elements of the old city’s fabric were
identified. These included alignment of
the main thoroughfares, lattices of narrow
and shady pedestrian lanes (sikkats) which
criss-crossed the city, and the route of the
old wadi* which flowed to the sea. Along
with exploring the historic street patterns,
it became clear that climate was also
written in the urban grain with many lanes
and sikkats positioned on a north-south
axis to channel the cooling sea breeze, and
to maximise shade from the hot and bright
sun. Understanding the past provided

an invaluable intellectual reference for

the Master plan. Important historical
streets and structures were retained and
integrated with a north—south oriented
street grid for car access. This Western-
style gridded city-paradigm is combined
with an intricate lattice of sikkats drawing
references from Islamic patterns and
organic morphology. Reading the historic
figure ground and studies of Arabic

urban form have inspired the concept

of ‘sculpting the void’ whereby public
spaces are ‘carved’ out of the solid mass

of the private domain. This idea forms

the bedrock of the Master plan and serial
visions are set up to bring surprise, delight
and beauty back to the urban core.

The re-creation of an intricate urban
neighbourhood also helps to address
concerns about the loss of community
spirit in the city. The lack of residential
accommodation and amenities in
the centre had contributed to people
moving to villa-type developments in
outlying suburbs. This suburban style of
living has seen people lead increasingly
insular lives which are dominated by
the necessity to drive everywhere. The

Master plan solution creates a sequence
of mixed-use and densely planned

urban neighbourhoods, inspired by the
organically clustered family domain - the
fereej, with beautiful and generous-sized
homes which have easy access to all the
services and amenities.

The heart area has been divided into
eight distinctive districts which include
Musheireb Place [musheireb translates
into English as water channel), which is
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<< Master plan intention:
sculpting the void

<« Traditional ‘fereej’

¥ ¥ Wider city connectivity

named after the old wadi and forms part
of the retail core; the Heritage Quarter
with its historic Eid Ground and adobe
houses; the Diwan Quarter adjacent to
the Emiri Diwan which contains civic and
commercial offices. By contrast, at the
Al Kahraba North neighbourhood, new
family homes are proposed. Respecting
the Qatari culture, important layers of
privacy are created through a series of
the clustered courtyards which form the
nucleus of the harem or family network
and helps strengthen the sense of
community.

Revitalised public space will be the key
to success in this dense part of the city.
Plans include new squares and courtyards
where people can gather in cafes or
shops and stroll in shade and comfort
along streets and sikkats. Features in
the new streetscape will have strong
resonance with the past, incorporating
colonnade forms, shading canopies and
water features reminiscent of the old
wadi. They will create a microclimate
and provide welcome respite from the
intense light and heat. These high-quality
public spaces will weave together the
eight mixed-use districts and contribute
to the sustainability goals of the Master
plan by reducing car use, promoting
social interaction, boosting the city-
centre economy, and improving the built
environment. Surrounding these public
spaces will be beautiful buildings that
draw inspiration from the past. A new

V¥ Contrasting scale between
Main Square and sikkat
network

- Grid and Lattice

N Historic street references

language of local architecture is to be
evolved by architects selected by a panel
of judges, including Aga Khan professors
of Islamic architecture, through a process
of international competition. Collectively,
the architects will engage in a creative
dialogue to find a new language that
addresses the tensions between history
and modernity; unity and diversity and
public and private realms.

LESSONS LEARNED

There are three key lessons learnt from
the Heart of Doha project. First, the
success of this project can be attributed
to a good brief from the client Dohaland,
an excellent project team and a gilt-
edged peer review panel which includes
eminent professors from MIT, Harvard
and Princeton Universities. Second, the
cost of retro-fitting a city district which
has grown up with motorcars cannot

be underestimated. In order to create
tighter streets and a fine urban grain,

the impact of private cars and delivery
vehicles has to be mitigated. A substantial
basement infrastructure is thus created to
cope with these modern demands whilst
maintaining a strong public realm network
above ground. Lastly, environmental
sustainability [LEED] can be achieved
much more effectively at a Master plan
level than at an individual building level.
By positioning buildings closer together,
deep shadows are created to shade

adjacent buildings and thus reduce the
overall cooling load during the shoulder
seasons of March to May and Aug to
October. This also creates a shaded and
comfortable public realm for people to
enjoy.

@ Thisis a joint project by three firms: AECOM
[formerly EDAW], Arup and Allies and Morrison

Glossary

* Fereej [Arabic] - the concept of fereej is
indigenous to traditional Arab cities. For the
untrained-eye the fereej urban form appears
organic and disordered. In fact, the fereej concept
embodies the dynamic family-based social
structure and it expresses the collective identity of
Arab society as well as individual family identities
within it

* Wadi [Arabic] - a wadi is a naturally-formed dry
valley that floods briefly during the occasional
heavy rainfall in the desert
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ENHAM ALAMEIN,

HAMPSHIRE

Tibbalds explore the future of village housing

INTRODUCTION TO ENHAM ALAMEIN

How will we live in the future, whether it
will be in towns, as is the current policy
presumption, or rural areas where many
people still want to be, is an important
question. Four years ago Tibbalds
Planning & Urban Design was asked by
Enham Charity to lead a multi-disciplinary
team of consultants to develop a 20

year Master plan for the sustainable
development of the Charity’s rural home
in the village of Enham Alamein. The
proposed Master plan aims to help secure
the Charity’s long term future as a provider
of disabled care and services, and improve
the environment and sustainability of the
village.

The village of Enham Alamein has a
fairly unique history. Most of the land and
buildings have been owned by the Charity
since the beginning of the twentieth
century almost as a ‘model’ village, with
development added every decade or so
and many of these representing the good

practice of its day. The village is defined by
its strong relationship between landscape,
topography, open spaces and buildings.

EXPANDING VILLAGES SUSTAINABLY
Tibbalds’ work developing the Master
plan has focused on a number of questions
related to rural character and place-
making, and the way that we want new
places to follow many of the ‘organic’
features of existing places, and yet also
require them to adhere to set urban design
principles. The approach to this project
has been to start by really understanding
what makes rural places different from
urban development, and particularly

the recently built development, which
forms the extensions around Andover, the
nearest town.

Is it possible to plan a village expansion
that incorporates the positive qualities
and distinct characteristics of an existing
one but that also represents the best of
what is possible today?

¥ Illlustrative Master plan
showing the integration of
landscape, existing village and
proposed development.

Is it possible to successfully extend a
place that has evolved over centuries and
due to ‘special’ circumstances, in only 20
years?

A ‘POCKET’ LED APPROACH

The history and growth of the village is
such that most of it has been developed
as reasonably discrete ‘pockets’ of land
over the past 100 years. These tend to
have a distinct character, have been
planned as a group and are clearly of
their own time. These also create the
irregular external edges of the village that
enables the settlement to sit comfortably
within the landscape. The Master plan
responds by locating and organizing new
development in discrete land parcels, that
form an irregular external boundary, and
that have distinctive design languages
and concepts, all supporting the strong
‘model’ village tradition. In practice this
means that whilst there may be common
technical resolutions, the pockets should
not look the same and are more likely to
be successful if each parcel has a separate
identity responding appropriately to the
rural tradition.

A ‘VILLAGE’ HIGHWAY NETWORK
Today, development requirements

are very different to those in 1918. In
particular highway engineering standards
and minimum density requirements are
influential in shaping our environment.

It has become clear that a rural ‘village’
character would be impossible to achieve
using standardised highway treatments of
kerbs, footways, lighting, materials, road
alignments and junctions, that are not in
any way related to the characteristics of
Enham as it is now. The other challenge

is dealing with the needs of the village’s
disabled residents. In response the
Master plan proposes a route network of
lanes that are low key and informal and
provide a range of integrated linkages and
connections. There is also a network of
disabled friendly routes, away from the
existing narrow lanes, that will make for
more integrated movement around the
-village.

GROWTH INSTEAD OF LANDSCAPE
DESIGN

Rural places are rarely full of designed
landscape. One of the special qualities of
Enham now is the network of informal to
semi-formal open spaces that sit along
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the main organising spine of this linear
village. They provide varied visual amenity
within the village and allow pedestrian
and wheelchair movement to be away
from the fairly busy road that passes
through. The spaces also link to other
routes and connections laterally and form
a pattern that is richer and more varied
than is obvious at first. The Master plan
has evolved this idea for linked spaces,
providing new ones, reintegrating
existing links and seeking to ensure that
the existing character is retained and
enhanced, rather than being smothered.

LOCALLY SPECIFIC URBAN DESIGN
The urban design strategy for the
proposed development is also intended

to draw upon and reinforce the strong
character of the village. Through character
testing we have learnt that this means

not following an urban grid approach and
seeking to relate much more closely to the
existing site, links and characteristics. In
some areas established urban design rules
are questioned (rural areas rarely conform
that simply anyway), so that distinct
development character and locationally
specific place-making has been the key
drivers.

SUSTAINABLE HOUSING THAT IS ‘OF
ITS TIME’

Whilst this may be a challenge for the
twenty-first century when buildings

can look however they want, it has

been important to consider how the

new housing can be contemporary

in the way that the Charity’s existing
housing stock was when it was built.

This character related to vernacular
housing and also contemporary thinking
from the Garden Cities movement,

albeit on a much smaller scale. There

is much we have learnt about the way

this translated into well composed and
grouped built forms, and the relationship
of buildings to the edge condition. A key
consideration has also been how technical
solutions to sustainability problems

can inform buildings now, in the way
that environmental concerns shaped
vernacular architecture in the past.

BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THE
CHARITY’S HOME

The Master plan and design proposals for
Enham Alamein are based on a careful
understanding of the village, the site

<« Specially developed
detached and semi-
detached house
typologies

- The character of the
under-used play space
and new focal spaces
around existing mature
trees

N Testing different
character concepts as
different parts of the
Master plan

N\ Typologies can be
combined to create
character

and its needs. In order to ensure a long
term future for its home the Charity have
embraced a concept that accepts the

need to build something new, without
thinking that this means leaving behind
the qualities and characteristics that are so

liked about the village now. This is heavily
place-based Masterplanning, specific to
this village and setting out to challenge
convention in terms of the potential and
reality of rural design and rural life. ®
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Change
and
Choices

Future, Change and Choices
Strategic planning for built
environment professionals

Peter Robinson 2009, Osborne
Porter Literary Service,
South Africa, 240 Rand,
ISBN 978-0-9814276-6-9

This very user-friendly book defies the
conventional wisdom that the developed
world is the font of all advanced knowledge.
Robinson shows what is possible in a world
of traumatic changes from apartheid to
multicultural democracy, in an institutional
vacuum, under extreme pressure of poverty,
population growth, unemployment, violence,
high expectations and lack of finance. Meant
as a teaching aid for built environment pro-
fessionals, the book divides into two parts:
strategic planning approach and methods,
and the case studies which illustrate how
these tools have been used in practice.

The chapters on strategic planning
provide a synthesis of current methods, rang-
ing from role playing, stakeholder analysis,
Delphi, PACA, AIDA, SWOT techniques, to
scenario building and devising strategies, for
the best chances of a practical outcome. He
stresses the importance of robust planning
frameworks, but warns that they need to act
as a critical tool with forward links to imple-
mentation, as well as accommodating speed
and flexibility, essential in his rapidly chang-
ing world. Some of this urgency combined
with reflection and robustness could well
improve planning elsewhere.

Throughout his writing Robinson stresses
the importance of forward linkages between
large scale, long term development visions
and practical, pragmatic ways of seizing op-
portunities when they present themselves. In
his turbulent world a good starting point for
change is to build scenarios as frameworks
of strategic perspectives which identify piv-
otal issues, uncertainties, actors and drivers
for change.

These principles are revealed in the three
cases of transformations in which he was
a leading force: the metropolitan planning
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of Durban led by the private sector in the
vacuum after apartheid; the transformation
of a company town; and most challenging
Cato Manor, an enormous site near Durban
city centre where slums had been brutally
cleared and planners were assisting urban
reconstruction after apartheid, confronted by
new land invasions and a wide range of dys-
functionalities. The latter project shows the
importance of spatial strategies, continuous
dialogue with the local population, mobilis-
ing funding, the imperative of rapid ‘hard’
results, such as housing and infrastructure
without losing sight of ‘soft’ contributions to
local economic and civic development.
Produced within a tight budget, the book
contains only succinct illustrations. The
diagrams on strategic planning are useful but
more maps and plans would have been help-
ful to convey the scale of the spatial changes
under way in South Africa and the results
achieved by this innovative and pragmatic
approach to planning and space making.
@ Judith Ryser

A City of One’s Own -
Blurring the boundaries
between private and public

Sophie Body-Gendrot, Jacques
Carre, Romain Garbaye (ed),
2009, Ashgate, £55,

ISBN 978-0-7546-7502-0

This collection of twelve research results en-
compasses issues which preoccupy twenty-
first century society: planning, housing,
security, health, education and citizenship.
Historic examples of these issues mainly from
the USA, France and the UK, are examined
and focus on the shifting boundaries between
the public and the private sector. The findings
are reassessed around Jane Jacob’s view of
the city as a melting pot of diverse peoples.
Aspects of interest are: the private and
the public in the extension of Georgian
London’s West End; how to make ‘inclusive’
urbanism; the strange death of public sector

housing in the UK; the historic analysis of
gated communities as generic patterns in
suburban landscapes; the evolution of the
private and the public in the Third Way, and
governance in Britain.

For example, the conservatives consid-
ered the post 1918 social housing programme
as a temporary expedient to deal with excep-
tional circumstances, assisting home owners
and reducing local authority housing to a
mere parenthesis. Ebenezer Howard’s notion
of community is confined to its social and
environmental dimensions, as New Urbanism
which is realised by the private sector, just
like the initial Garden Cities. The concept of
community reappears in gated communities
representing the shift from politically to mar-
ket organised civic society. The nineteenth
century public sector endorsed private com-
munities as they did not have to supply costly
infrastructure, especially in remote places
and such private urban governance was sup-
ported by existing legal frameworks. Perhaps
the best example is the New York City World
Trade Memorial, designed in terms of an
inclusive heterogeneous urbanism, but which
has succumbed to the forces which drive the
privatisation of the city.

The concise articles are very approach-
able for non academics and even the studies
of the privatisation of prisons and the vigi-
lante phenomena in the USA have lessons for
urban design solutions of defensible space;
similarly health issues such as AIDS preven-
tion, historic feminist claims and for-profit
education may have repercussions on future
urban design briefs.

@ Judith Ryser

Planning Sustainable Cities:
Global Report on Human
Settlements, UN Habitat

£34.95, ISBN 978-1844-0-78998

The pretext for this publication is the daunt-
ing prospect of the world’s urban population
increasing by another 53 million per annum
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over the next 20 years. Most of this increase
will occur in Asia and Africa due to the
rural-urban drift, while in Europe and North
America urban populations will by and large
remain stabilised.

This landmark publication addresses the
issue of how to accommodate this increase. If
you are thinking that this is a great opportu-
nity for the west to demonstrate to the de-
veloping world the merits of UK masterplan-
ning and urban design, Garden Cities, New
Urbanism, etc, forget it. UN Habitat is saying
that masterplanning and urban design are
the hallmark of privileged societies and are
regarded in Asia and Africa as the manifesta-
tion of colonialism. Most of the expanding
urban population will be accommodated in
informal housing (what used to be called
slums, squatter settlements, shanties, tin
shacks, etc).

But surely informal housing, especially in
green belts and green wedges, is not sustain-
able and the sprawling nature of this type
of development does not tally with the need
for cities to be compact? Indeed not, but
UN Habitat is saying that the expansion is so
rapid that informal housing is something that
must be accepted; our job will be to ensure
that it is adequately equipped with roads,
utilities and services. But surely also it must
be possible to stem the migration into urban
areas by regenerating the rural areas with in-
dustrial relocation? In the UN Habitat team’s
view, this has been tried but without success
- King Canute pushing back a tsunami.

However there is something missing from
this book; there are some countries which are
already aware of the problem and are opting
for sensible masterplanning/urban design
solutions instead of allowing existing cities
to expand into their green belts. My firm, for
example, is currently preparing a Master plan
for a new city in India which will accommo-
date a population of over two million, and
there are five other cities being planned at
this scale in the same country.

That said, the book is neatly structured,
setting out the main challenges that we
need to address: demographic, environmen-
tal (including climate change), economic,
socio-spatial and institutional. It provides a
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good account of the planning that has been
tried in the past - and failed - and highlights
the need for appropriate institutional and
regulatory frameworks, including community
participation, the monitoring and evaluation
of plans, and the refocusing of planning edu-
cation. The text is peppered with case studies
which are neatly presented in green boxes,
but it is a pity that these are not illustrated
with plans and photos.

The book includes appendices indicat-
ing the demographic statistics of the world’s
largest cities. Readers will be interested
to note that the population of London will
remain at 8 million for the next 20 years while
Mumbai will increase from 16 million to 24
million (overtaking Mexico and Sao Paulo),
and Kinshasa from 5 million to 14 million. And
where will these expanding cities find their
water and power supplies? Now that is an
interesting question......

@ Tim Catchpole

The Urban Housing
Handbook
Eric Firley and Caroline Stahl,

Wiley, 2009, £45,
ISBN 978-0-470-51275-3

Entitled a handbook, this does not begin
to convey what this beautifully illustrated
volume offers. The authors have produced a
thought-provoking text which eliminates the
gap between architecture and urban design
and shows, through examples, how the two
are interdependent. They also manage to
impart a vast amount of information even
though they have selected a very limited
number of examples. Thirty types of housing
from all over the world built between the mid
nineteenth and mid-twentieth century are
analysed in depth and each one is juxtaposed
with one contemporary example. Readers
can dip in, search for specific information or
systematically read the book.

From the outset the authors clearly state
that they are not interested in architectural
style, but in the typology of urban houses

and their relationship to the morphology of
the block. They therefore chose four housing
types with three defining components: the
street, the courtyard and the dwelling. The
four types are courtyard houses, row houses,
compounds and apartment buildings, and
the authors acknowledge that many of their
examples are ambiguous. These categories
are helpful and the examples arguably cover
most urban typologies before modernism
changed the relationship between buildings
and urban space.

Each example starts with a brief intro-
duction, followed by a short history and an
explanation of the development process
involved (for instance land ownership and
planning context). The urban configura-
tion and architecture of the building are
then described; scaled plans, sections and
photographs allow for a good understanding
of each type. In addition, a small diagram
places the example in its particular type, with
basic information on plot coverage, plot ratio
and density. With each example, a recent
building is shown as a contemporary inter-
pretation (but in no way a copy) of the previ-
ous one, briefly analysed and the similarities
and departures from the model explained.
So the late twentieth century city villas of
Spandau and the preceding Wiirfelhaus from
late nineteenth century Dresden are both
freestanding buildings in a structured urban
block, but resemblances between them
end there; looking at the two side by side is
fascinating.

Finally a series of scale figure-ground
plans show an array of morphologies and
grains resulting from the typologies de-
scribed. Two tables also compare the
development process and the densities.

So, a handbook? Yes, but also much more
- a source of inspiration and information
for anyone interested in urban design and
architecture.

@ Sebastian Loew
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the thoughtful integration of buildings,
infrastructure and movement, and the
creation of places.

ALLEN PYKE ASSOCIATES

The Factory 2 Acre Road,
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF

T 020 8549 3434

E design@allenpyke.co.uk

W www.allenpyke.co.uk

C John Brodie, Rob Chiat
Innovative, responsive, committed,
competitive, process. Priorities:
people, spaces, movement, culture.
Places: regenerate, infill, extend
create.

ANDREW MARTIN ASSOCIATES
Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham,
Chelmsford,
Essex CM3 3PJ
T 01245 36161
E ama@amaplanning.com
W www.amaplanning.com
C Andrew Martin/

Sophie O’Hara Smith
Master plans, urban design, urban
regeneration, historic buildings,
project management, planning, EIA,
landscape planning and design.

ARNOLD LINDEN

Chartered Architect

54 Upper Montagu Street,

London WiH 1FP

T 02077237772

C Arnold Linden

Integrated regeneration through the
participation in the creative process
of the community and the public

at large, of streets, buildings and
places.

ATKINS PLC

Euston Tower, 286 Euston Road,
London NW13AT

T 020 71212000

E paul.reynolds@atkinsglobal.com

C Paul Reynolds

Interdisciplinary practice that offers a
range of built environment specialists
working together to deliver quality
places for everybody to enjoy.

AUSTIN-SMITH:LORD LLP

Port of Liverpool Building,

Pier Head, Liverpool L3 1BY

T 01512271083

E andy.smith@austinsmithlord.com
C Andy Smith

Also at London, Cardiff and Glasgow
Multi-disciplinary national practice
with a specialist urban design unit
backed by the landscape and core
architectural units. Wide range and
scale of projects.

BAKER ASSOCIATES

The Crescent Centre, Temple Back,
Bristol BS16EZ

T 0117 933 8950

E all@bakerassocs.com

C Claire Mitcham

Site context appraisals, urban design
and regeneration frameworks,
area action plans, Masterplanning,
site promotion, design guides and
statements.

BARTON WILLMORE

PARTNERSHIP

Beansheaf Farmhouse, Bourne Close,

Calcot, Reading, Berks RG31 7BW

T 0118 943 0000

E Masterplanning@bartonwillmore.
co.uk

C Clive Rand

Concept through to implementation

on complex sites, comprehensive

design guides, urban regeneration,

brownfield sites, and major urban

expansions.

THE BELL CORNWELL
PARTNERSHIP

Oakview House, Station Road, Hook,
Hampshire RG27 9TP

T 01256 766673

E savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk

W www.bell-cornwell.co.uk

C Simon Avery

Specialists in Masterplanning and the
coordination of major development
proposals. Advisors on development
plan representations, planning
applications and appeals.

BIDWELLS

16 Upper King Street, Norwich NR3 1HA

T 01603 763 939

E landscapearchitecture@bidwells.
co.uk

W www.bidwells.co.uk

C Luke Broom-Lynne

Planning, Landscape and Urban

Design consultancy, specialising

in Masterplanning, Townscape

Assessment, Landscape and Visual

Impact Assessment.

BLAMPIED & PARTNERS LTD
2A Brackley Road, Chiswick
London W4 2HN

T 0208747 3870

E contact@blampied.co.uk

W www.blampied.co.uk

C Clive Naylor

Architectural Masterplanning,
urban design, tourism, education,
commercial expertise in the United
Kingdom and overseas.
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BREE DAY LLP

The Old Chapel

1Holly Road, Twickenham TW1 4EA
T 020 8744 4440

E tim@architech.co.uk

W www.architech.co.uk

C Tim Day

Eco-urbanism guides the
partnership’s core disciplines of
architecture, urban design and
community planning.

BROCK CARMICHAEL
ARCHITECTS

19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
T 0151242 6222

E office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
C Michael Cosser

Master plans and development
briefs. Mixed-use and brownfield
regeneration projects. Design in
historic and sensitive settings.
Integrated landscape design.

BROWNE SMITH & BAKER
ARCHITECTS

Morton House Morton Road,
Darlington DL14PT

T 01325 462345

E info-d@brownesmithbaker.com
W www.brownesmithbaker.com

C DDBrown

Urban design, Masterplanning
and digital visualisation services.
Clients include One Northeast, Taylor
Woodrow, Lovell, and District of
Easington.

BUILDING DESIGN PARTNERSHIP
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell,
London EC1V 4LJ

T 0207812 8000

E andrew.tindsleyg@bdp.com

W www.bdp.co.uk

C Andrew Tindsley

BDP offers town planning,
Masterplanning, urban design,
landscape, regeneration and
sustainability studies, and has teams
based in London, Manchester and
Belfast.

BURNS + NICE

70 Cowcross Street, London ECIM 6EJ
T 0207253 0808

E bn@burnsnice.com

W www.burnsnice.com

C Marie Burns/ Stephen Nice

Urban design, landscape
architecture, environmental and
transport planning. Masterplanning,
design and public consultation for
community-led work.

CAPITA LOVEJOY

Level Seven, 52 Grosvenor Gardens,

London SW1W 0AU

T 0207901991

E enquiries@lovejoylondon.uk.com

W www.lovejoy.uk.com

C David Blackwood Murray/
Martin Kelly

Also at Birmingham 0121329 7976

Land planners specialising in

environmental planning, urban

design and landscape architecture in

the UK and overseas.

CHAPMAN TAYLOR LLP

10 Eastbourne Terrace, London W2 6LG
T 02073713000

E ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com

W www.chapmantaylor.com

C Adrian Griffiths/ Paul Truman
MANCHESTER

Bass Warehouse, 4 Castle Street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4LZ

T 0161828 6500

E ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international
firm of architects and urban
designers specialising in mixed-use
city centre regeneration projects
throughout Europe.

CHRIS BLANDFORD ASSOCIATES
1Swan Court, 9 Tanner Street,

London SE13LE

T 0207089 6480

E mail@cba.uk.net

W www.cba.uk.net

C Chris Blandford/Mike Martin

Also at Uckfield

Landscape architecture,
environmental assessment, ecology,
urban renewal, development
economics, town planning, historic
landscapes and conservation.

CITY DESIGN CO-OP LTD

4 North Court, Glasgow, G12DP
T 0141204 3466

F 01412217746

E mail@citydesign.coop

W www.citydesign.coop

C Beatriz Bauer

City Design has developed a
reputation for thoughtful and
creative site responsive projects
across arange of scales.

CITY ID

23 Trenchard Street

Bristol BS15AN

T 0179177000

E mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk

W cityid.co.uk

C Mike Rawlinson

Place branding and marketing vision
Masterplanning, urban design,
public realm strategies, way finding
and legibility strategies, information
design and graphics.

CLARKE KLEIN & CHAUDHURI
ARCHITECTS

63-71Collier Street, London N19BE

T 0207278 0722

E info@ckcarchitects.com

C Wendy Clarke

Small design-led practice focusing
on custom solutions for architectural,
planning or urban design projects.
Exploring the potential for innovative
urban design.

COLIN BUCHANAN & PARTNERS
10 Eastbourne Terrace

London W2 6LG

T 02070531300

E enquiries@cbuchanan.co.uk

W www.colinbuchanan.com

C Martina Juvara

Planning, regeneration, urban
design, transport and traffic
management and market research.
Area based regeneration, town
centres and public realm design.

COLOUR URBAN DESIGN LIMITED
Milburn House, Dean Street,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE11LE

T 0191242 4224

E design@colour-udl.com

W www.colour-udl.com

C Peter Owens

Design oriented projects with full
client participation. Public spaces,
regeneration, development,
Masterplanning, residential,
education and healthcare.

CONROY CROWE KELLY
ARCHITECTS & URBAN
DESIGNERS

65 Merrion Square, Dublin 2

T 0035316613990

E info@cck.ie

W www.cck.ie

C Clare Burke and David Wright
Architecture, urban design,
Masterplanning, village studies.
Mixed use residential developments
with a strong identity and sense of
place.

CONSERVATION ARCHITECTURE
& PLANNING

Wey House, Standford Lane, Headley,
Hants GU35 8RH

T 01420 472830

E cap@capstudios.co.uk

W www.capstudios.co.uk

C Jack Warshaw

Historic cities,towns, sites, buildings,
conservation areas, regeneration,
studies, new buildings, guidance,
Masterplanning, expert witness
services.

CUNNANE STRATTON REYNOLDS
3 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2

T 0035316610419

E info@csrlandplan.ie

W www.csrlandplan.ie

C Declan O’Leary

Landscape design and town
planning, from project appraisal to
strategy in a range from Master plans
to framework plans and detailed
design.

DALTON CRAWLEY PARTNERSHIP
29 Carlton Crescent,

Southampton SO15 2EW

T 02380 719400

E info@daltoncrawley.com

W www.daltoncrawley.com

C Steve Dalton

Urban design and Masterplanning of
commercial developments, medium
to large scale residential and mixed-
use schemes.

DAVID HUSKISSON ASSOCIATES
17 Upper Grosvenor Road,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN12DU

T 01892527828

E dha@dha-landscape.co.uk

C Nicola Brown

Landscape consultancy offering
Masterplanning, streetscape

and urban park design, estate
restoration, environmental impact
assessments.

DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES LTD
50 North Thirteenth Street,
Central Milton Keynes,

Milton Keynes MK9 3BP

T 01908 666276

E mailedavidlock.com

W www.davidlock.com

C Will Cousins

Strategic planning studies,
area development frameworks,
development briefs, design
guidelines, Masterplanning,
implementation strategies,
environmental statements.

DEGW PLC ARCHITECTS

& CONSULTANTS

MidCity Place, 71 High Holborn
London WC1V 6QS

T 02072397777

E ssmith@degw.co.uk

W www.degw.co.uk

C Steve Smith

Development planning and briefing.
Masterplanning and urban design.
Strategic briefing and space
planning. Architecture and interiors.

DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS LTD

200 Upper Richmond Road,

London SW15 2SH

T 02087801800

E d.ecob@devereux.co.uk

W www.devereux.co.uk

C Duncan Ecob

Adding value through innovative,
ambitious solutions in complex urban
environments.

DHA PLANNING & URBAN
DESIGN

Eclipse House, Eclipse Park,
Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 3EN

T 01622 776226

E info@dhaplanning.co.uk

W dhaplanning.co.uk

C Matthew Woodhead

Planning and Urban Design
Consultancy offering a full range
of Urban Design services including
Masterplanning, development briefs
and design statements.

DNS PLANNING & DESIGN
Gloucester House,

29 Brunswick Square

Gloucester GL11UN

T 01452 413726

E bd@dns-planning.co.uk

W www.dns-planning.co.uk

C Mark Newey

Urban design practice providing a
responsive and professional service
by experienced urban designers from
both landscape and architectural
backgrounds.

DPDS CONSULTING GROUP

Old Bank House, 5 Devizes Road, Old
Town, Swindon, Wilts SN14BJ

T 01793 610222

E dpds.swindon@dpds.co.uk

W www.dpds.co.uk

C Les Durrant

Town planning, architecture,
landscape architecture and urban
design: innovative solutions in
Masterplanning, design guidance
and development frameworks.
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DPP (DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
PARTNERSHIP) LLP

Audrey House, 16-20 Ely Place,
London ECIN 6SN

T 0207092 3600

F 020 7404 7917

E roger.mascall@dppllp.com

W www.dppllp.com

C Roger Mascall

DUALCHAS BUILDING DESIGN
Duisdale Beag, Sleat,

Isle of Skye 1V43 8QU

T 01471833300

E info@dualchas.com

W www.dualchas.com

C LaraHinde

EDAW PLC

The Johnson Building, 77 Hatton
Garden

London ECIN 8JS

T 0203009 2100

E edaweuropegedaw.co.uk

C Anna Bazeley

MANCHESTER

Express Networks Phase 2, 3 George
Leigh Street, Manchester M4 5DL

T 01612001860

EDINBURGH

5 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7AL
T 0131226 3939

Urban design, planning, landscape
architecture and economic
development services. Particular
expertise in market-driven
development frameworks.

ENTEC UK LTD

Gables House Kenilworth Road,
Leamington Spa, Warwicks CV32 6JX
T 01926 439 000

E brann@entecuk.co.uk

W www.entecuk.co.uk

C Nick Brant

Masterplanning, urban design,
development planning and
landscape within broad based
multidisciplinary environmental and
engineering consultancy.

FABRIK

38 A High Street, Alton,
Hampshire GU341BD

T 01420 593250

C Johnny Rath

FAULKNERBROWNS

Dobson House, Northumbrian Way,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 0QW

T 0191268 3007

E info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk

C Neil Taylor

Architectural design services from
inception to completion. Expertise
in transport, urban design,
Masterplanning, commercial and
leisure projects.

FAULKS PERRY CULLEY

AND RECH LLP

Lockington Hall, Lockington,

Derby DE74 2RH

T 01509 672772

E tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk

W www.fpcr.co.uk

C Tim Jackson

Integrated design and
environmental practice. Specialists
in Masterplanning, urban and mixed
use regeneration, development
frameworks, EIAs and public
inquiries.

FERIA URBANISM

Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA

T 01202 548676

E info@feria-urbanism.eu

W www.feria-urbanism.eu

C Richard Eastham

Expertise in urban planning,
masterplanning and public
participation. Specialisms include
design for the night time economy,
urban design skills training and local
community engagement.

FLETCHER PRIEST ARCHITECTS
Middlesex House, 34/42 Cleveland
Street,

London WIT 4JE

T 0207034 2200

F 020 7637 5347

E londong@fletcherpriest.com

W www.fletcherpreist.com

C Jonathan Kendall

Work ranges from city-scale Master
plans (Stratford City, Riga) to
architectural commissions for high-
profile professional clients.

FRAMEWORK ARCHITECTURE
AND URBAN DESIGN

3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane,
Burton Waters, Lincoln LN12WN

T 01522 535383

E info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
C Gregg Wilson

Architecture and urban design. A
commitment to the broader built
environment and the particular
dynamic of a place and the design
opportunities presented.

GARSDALE DESIGN LIMITED
High Branthwaites, Frostrow,
Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5JR

T 015396 20875

E Info@garsdaledesign.co.uk

W www.garsdaledesign.co.uk

C Derrick Hartley

GDL provides Masterplanning and
urban design, architecture and
heritage services developed through
25 years wide ranging experience in
the UK and Middle East.

GILLESPIES

Environment by Design

GLASGOW

21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP

T 0141420 8200

E admin.glasgow@gillespies.co.uk
C Brian M Evans

MANCHESTER

T 0161928 7715

E jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk

C Jim Gibson

OXFORD

T 01865 326789

E admin.oxford@gillespies.co.uk
C Paul F Taylor

Urban design, landscape
architecture, architecture, planning,
environmental assessment,
planning supervisors and project
management.

G.M.K ASSOCIATES

1st Floor Cleary Court,

169 Church Street East,
Woking, Surrey GU216HJ

T 01483729378

E info@gmk.datanet.co.uk
C George McKinnia

GVA GRIMLEY LTD

10 Stratton Street, London W1J 8JR

T 02079112234

E christopher.hall@gvagrimley.co.uk
C Christopher Hall

Also at Birmingham and Manchester
Planning, development and urban
regeneration providing deliverable
quality design solutions from the
strategic regional scale to site
specific.

HALCROW GROUP LTD

44 Brook Green, Hammersmith
London W6 7BY

T 0207602 7282

E schmidtr@halcrow.com

W www.halcrow.com

C Robert Schmidt

Award winning consultancy,
integrating planning, transport and
environment. Full development cycle
covering feasibility, concept, design
and implementation.

HANKINSON DUCKETT
ASSOCIATES

The Stables, Howberry Park, Benson
Lane, Wallingford OX10 8BA

T 01491838175

E consultghda-enviro.co.uk

C Brian Duckett

An approach which adds value
through innovative solutions.
Development planning, new
settlements, environmental
assessment, re-use of redundant
buildings.

HAWKINS\BROWN

60 Bastwick Street, London EC1V 3TN

T 0207336 8030

E davidbickle@hawkinsbrown.co.uk
W www.hawkinsbrown.co.uk

C David Bickle

Multi-disciplinary architecture and
urban design practice specialising in
mixed-use regeneration, educational
Masterplanning, sustainable rural
development frameworks, transport
infrastructure and public urban realm
design.

HOK INTERNATIONAL LTD
Qube, 90 Whitfield Street

London W1T 4EZ

T 0207636 2006

E tim.gale@hok.com

C Tim Gale

HOK delivers design of the highest
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading
architectural practices, offering
experienced people in a diverse
range of building types, skills and
markets.

HOLMES PARTNERSHIP

89 Minerva Street, Glasgow G3 8LE

T 0141204 2080

E glasgow@holmespartnership.com
C Harry Phillips

Urban design, planning, renewal,
development and feasibility studies.
Sustainability and energy efficiency.
Commercial,residential,leisure.

HOMES & COMMUNITIES AGENCY

(HCA)- MILTON KEYNES

Urban Design Team, National

Consultancy Unit, Central Business

Exchange,

414-428 Midsummer Boulevard,

Milton Keynes MK9 EA

T 01908 692692

E louisewyman@englishpartnerships.
co.uk

C Louise Wyman

HTA ARCHITECTS LTD

106-110 Kentish Town Road,

London NW19PX

T 020 7485 8555

E urbandesign@hta.co.uk

C James Lord/Sally Lewis

W www.hta-arch.co.uk

Design-led housing and
regeneration consultancy offering
inter-disciplinary services including
architecture, Masterplanning, urban
design, graphic design, landscape
design, sustainability and planning.

HYLAND EDGAR DRIVER

One Wessex Way, Colden Common,
Winchester, Hants SO211WG

T 01962 711600

E hed@heduk.com

W www.heduk.com

C John Hyland

Innovative problem solving, driven
by cost efficiency and sustainability,
combined with imagination and
coherent aesthetic of the highest
quality.

INTELLIGENT SPACE

Atkins, Euston Tower, 286 Euston Road
London NW1 3AT

T 020 71212558

E intelligentspace@atkinsglobal.com
W www.intelligentspace.com

C Elspeth Duxbury

Planning analysis and support,
pedestrian modelling, GIS and
specialists in retail and urban
Masterplanning.

JACOBS

Tower Bridge Court, 224-226 Tower
Bridge Road, London SE12UP

T 02079391375

E dan.bone@jacobs.com

W www.jacobs.com

C DanBone

Multidisciplinary urban design,
Masterplanning and architecture as
part of the integrated services of a
national consultancy.

JENNY EXLEY ASSOCIATES
Butler’s Quarters, The Mews, Lewes
Road

Danehill, East Sussex RH17 7HD

T 0845 347 9351

E info@jennyexley.com

W www.jennyexley.com

C Jonathan Sayers

Landscape architecture. Urban
design. Catalysts for transforming
sensitive urban realm and education
projects. Inspirational vision
underpinned by public workshops,
consultation, contextual analysis,
character assessment, contracts.

JMP CONSULTING

8th Floor, 3 Harbour Exchange Square
London E14 9GE

T 020 7536 8040

E paul.smith@jmp.co.uk

W www.jmp.co.uk

C Paul Smith

Integrating transport, planning and
engineering, development planning,
urban design, environmental
assessment, water and drainage
throughout the U.K.
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JOHN ROSE ASSOCIATES
Berkeley Court, Borough Road
Newcastle-under-Lyme, STS 1TT

T 01782 382275

E admin@johnroseassociates.co.uk
W www.johnroseassociates.co.uk
C John Rose

Analyses problems, prepares
briefs and creates bespoke
design solutions, which maximise
development opportunities, and
formulates sustainable strategies.

JOHN THOMPSON & PARTNERS
23-25 Great Sutton Street,

London ECIV ODN

T 02070171780

E info@jtp.co.uk

W www.jtp.co.uk

C Marcus Adams

EDINBURGH

2nd Floor Venue studios, 15-21

Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DL

T 0131272 2762

E info@jtp.co.uk

C Alan Stewart

Addressing the problems of physical,
social and economic regeneration
through collaborative interdisciplinary
community based planning.

JON ROWLAND URBAN DESIGN
65 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford 0X2 9HE
T 01865 863642

E jonrowland@jrud.co.uk

W www.jrud.co.uk

C Jon Rowland

Urban design, urban regeneration,
development frameworks, site
appraisals, town centre studies,
design guidance, public participation
and Masterplanning.

KAY ELLIOTT

5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay, Devon
TQ12JP

T 01803 213553

E admin@kayelliott.co.uk

W www.kayelliott.co.uk

C Mark Jones

International studio with 30 year
history of imaginative architects
and urban designers, creating
buildings and places that enhance
their surroundings and add financial
value.

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
31Blackfriars Road, Salford,
Manchester M3 7AQ

T 0161839 8336

E post@landscapeprojects.co.uk

C Neil Swanson

We work at the boundary between
architecture, urban and landscape
design seeking innovative, sensitive
design and creative thinking.

LAND USE CONSULTANTS

43 Chalton Street, London NW11JD

T 02073835784

E lucelondon.landuse.co.uk

W www.landuse.co.uk

C John Grantham

Urban regeneration, landscape
design, Masterplanning, sustainable
development, land use planning,
EIA, SEA in UK and overseas. London,
Glasgow and Bristol.

LATHAMS

St Michael’s, Queen Street, Derby DE1
3su

T 01332365777

E enquiriesglathamarchitects.co.uk
C Derek Latham/ Jon Phipps

Urban regeneration. The creative
reuse of land and buildings.
Planning, landscape and
architectural expertise combining the
new with the old.

LAVIGNE LONSDALE LTD

38 Belgrave Crescent, Camden
Bath BA15JU

T 01225 421539

TRURO

55 Lemon Street, Truro

Cornwall TR12PE

T 01872273118

E martyn@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
W www.lavigne.co.uk

C Martyn Lonsdale

We are an integrated practice of
Master planners, Urban Designers,
Landscape Architects and Product
Designers. Experienced in large
scale, mixed-use and residential
Masterplanning, health, education,
regeneration, housing, parks, public
realm and streetscape design.

LDA DESIGN

14-17 Wells Mews, London W1T 3HF

T 020 74671470

E infoelda-design.co.uk

C John Phillipps

Multidisciplinary firm covering all
aspects of Masterplanning, urban
regeneration, public realm design,
environmental impact and community
involvement.

LEVITT BERNSTEIN ASSOCIATES
LTD

1Kingsland Passage, London E8 2BB
T 02072757676

E postglevittbernstein.co.uk

W www.levittbernstein.co.uk

C Patrick Hammill

Urban design, Masterplanning, full
architectural service, lottery grant
bid advice, interior design, urban
renewal consultancy and landscape
design.

LHC URBAN DESIGN

Design Studio, Emperor Way, Exeter
Business Park, Exeter, Devon EX13QS
T 01392 444334

E jbaulch@ex.lhc.net

C John Baulch

Urban designers, architects and
landscape architects, providing an
integrated approach to strategic
visioning, regeneration, urban
renewal, Masterplanning and
public realm projects. Creative,
knowledgeable, practical,
passionate.

LICHFIELD PLANNING LLP

26 Westgate, Lincoln LN13BD

T 01522 546483

LONDON

51 Charlton Street, London NW11HY

T 020 7388 3312

E s.kempglichfieldplanning.co.uk
C Steve Kemp

W www.lichfieldplanning.co.uk
Consultancy delivering integrated
and dynamic planning services
with expertise in sustainable
regeneration, Masterplanning and
development frameworks. Extensive
experience in the UK and overseas.

LIVINGSTON EYRE ASSOCIATES
35-42 Charlotte Road, London EC2A
3PG

T 02077391445

F 020 7729 2986

E leaplivingstoneyre.co.uk

C Laura Stone

Landscape architecture, urban
design, public housing, health,
education, heritage, sports.

LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES

Western House, Chapel Hill

Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex CM24 8AG

T 01279 647044

E officeplizlake.com

W www.lizlake.com

C Matt Lee

Urban fringe/brownfield sites where

an holistic approach to urban design,

landscape, and ecological issues
can provide robust design solutions.

LoCI

4 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1

T 003531887 4448

E info@loci.ie

W www.loci.ie

C Conor Norton

Urban design, architecture and
planning consultancy dedicated to
working for better places: places
with a real sense of identity, a better
quality of life.

LS| ARCHITECTS LLP

The Old Drill Hall, 23 A Cattle Market
Street, Norwich NR13DY

T 01603 660711
david.thompsonglsiarchitects.co.uk
C David Thompson

Large scale Masterplanning and
visualisation in sectors such as
health, education and business, and
new sustainable settlements.

MACCORMAC JAMIESON
PRICHARD

9 Heneage Street, London E15LJ

T 0207377 9262

E mjp@mjparchitects.co.uk

W www.mjparchitects.co.uk

C Liz Pride

Major Master plans to small, bespoke
buildings. Acclaimed contemporary
buildings designed for historic
centres of London, Cambridge,
Oxford, Bristol and Durham.

MACGREGOR SMITH LTD
Christopher Hse, 11-12 High St,

Bath BA15AQ

T 01225 464690

E michael@macgregorsmith.co.uk
W www.macgregorsmith.co.uk

C Michael Smith

A broad based landscape/urban
design practice with particular
emphasis on high quality prestige
landscape schemes.

MATRIX PARTNERSHIP

17 Bowling Green Lane, London ECIR
0GB

T 0845 3137668

E m.lallygmatrixpartnership.co.uk
C Matt Lally

W www.matrixpartnership.co.uk
Master plans, regeneration
strategies, development briefs, site
appraisals, urban capacity studies,
design guides, building codes and
concept visualisations.

MELVILLE DUNBAR ASSOCIATES
The Mill House, Kings Acre,
Coggeshall,

Essex CO6 INN

T 01376 562828

E cad@mda-arch.demon.co.uk

C Melville Dunbar

Architecture, urban design, planning,
Masterplanning, new towns, urban
regeneration, conservation studies,
design guides, townscape studies,
design briefs.

METROPOLITAN WORKSHOP
14-16 Cowcross Street, Farringdon,
London ECIM 6DG

Te 020 7566 0450

E info@metwork.co.uk

W www.metwork.co.uk

C David Prichard/ Neil Deely
Metropolitan Workshop has
experience in urban design, land
use planning, regeneration and
architecture in the UK, Eire and
Norway.

METROPOLIS PLANNING AND
DESIGN

30 Underwood Street, London N17JQ
T 0207324 2662

E info@metropolispd.com

W www.metropolispd.com

C Greg Cooper

Metropolitan urban design solutions
drawn from a multi-disciplinary
studio of urban designers, architects,
planners, and heritage architects.

MOUCHEL

1Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn
London ECIN 2HG

T 0207822 2560

E Ludovic.Pittie@mouchel.com

W www.mouchel.com

C Ludovic Pittie

Integrated urban design, transport
and engineering consultancy,
changing the urban landscape in a
positive manner, creating places for
sustainable living.

MWA PARTNERSHIP LTD
Parkway Studios, Belmont Business
Park,232-240 Belmont Road,

Belfast BT4 2AW

T 0289076 8827

E post@mwapartnership.co.uk

C John Eggleston

The planning and design of

the external environment from
feasibility stage through to detail
design, implementation and future
management.

NATHANIEL LICHFIELD & PARTNERS
LTD

14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street,
London N19RL

T 0207837 4477

E nthompsonglichfields.co.uk

W www.nlpplanning.com

C Nick Thompson

Also at Newcastle upon Tyne and
Cardiff

Urban design, Masterplanning,
heritage/conservation, visual
appraisal, regeneration, daylight/
sunlight assessments, public realm
strategies.
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NATIONAL BUILDING AGENCY
Hatherton, Richard Avenue South,
Milltown Dublin 6

T 003531497 9654

E eryan@nba.ie

W www.nba.ie

C Eoghan Ryan

Strategic planning, town centre
regeneration, urban design
frameworks, Masterplanning urban
extensions, village planning, design
guidance and design briefs.

NEW MASTERPLANNING LIMITED
2nd Floor, 107 Bournemouth Road,
Poole, Dorset BH14 9HR

T 01202 742228

E office@newMasterplanning.com
W www.newMasterplanning.com

C Andy Ward

Our skills combine strategic planning
with detailed implementation,
design flair with economic rigour,
independent thinking with a
partnership approach.

NJBA ARCHITECTS & URBAN
DESIGNERS

4 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2

T 003531678 8068

E njbarchitects@eircom.net

W homepage.eircom.net/~njbradyl
C NoelJ Brady

Integrated landscapes, urban
design, town centres and squares,
strategic design and planning.

NOVELL TULLETT

7 Unity Street, Bristol BS15HH

T 0179227887

E bristol@novelltullett.co.uk

C Maddy Hine

Urban design, landscape
architecture and environmental
planning.

PAUL DAVIS & PARTNERS

Mozart Terrace, 178 Ebury Street
London, SW1W 8UP

T 0207730 178

E p.roos@pauldavisandpartners.com
W www.pauldavisandpartners.com
C Pedro Roos

New Urbanist approach establishing
a capital framework with a
subsequent incremental approach.
Bridging the divide between urban
design and architecture.

PAUL DREW DESIGN LTD
23-25 Great Sutton Street

London EC1V ODN

T 02070171785

E pdrew@pauldrewdesign.co.uk
W www.pauldrewdesign.co.uk

C Paul Drew

Masterplanning, urban design,
residential and mixed use design.
Creative use of design codes and
other briefing material.

THE PAUL HOGARTH COMPANY
Avalon House, 278-280 Newtownards
Road, Belfast BT4 1HE

T 02890736690

E belfast@paulhogarth.com

W www.paulhogarth.com

C James Hennessey

EDINBURGH

Bankhead Steading, Bankhead Road,
Edinburgh EH30 9TF

T 0131331481

E edinburgh@paulhogarth.com
Integrated urban design and
landscape architecture practice,
providing Masterplanning,
regeneration and public realm
consultancy to the public and private
sectors.

PD LANE ASSOCIATES

1Church Road, Greystones,

County Wicklow, Ireland

T 0035312876697

E dlane@pdlane.ie

C Malcolm Lane

Urban design, architecture and
planning consultancy, specialising
in Masterplanning, development
frameworks, site layouts,
applications, appeals, project co-
ordination.

PEGASUS

Pegasus House, Querns Business
Centre, Whitworth Road, Cirencester
GL71RT

T 01285641717

E mike.carr@ppg-llp.co.uk

W www.ppg-llp.co.uk

C Mike Carr

Masterplanning, design codes,
sustainable design, development
briefs, development frameworks,
expert witness, community
involvement, sustainability appraisal.

PHILIP CAVE ASSOCIATES

70 Cowcross Street, London ECIM 6EJ
T 0207250 0077

E principal@philipcave.com

W www.philipcave.com

C Philip Cave

Design-led practice with innovative
yet practical solutions to
environmental opportunities in urban
regeneration. Specialist expertise in
landscape architecture.

PLANIT i.e. LTD

The Planit Group, 10-12 Cecil Road,
Hale, Cheshire WA15 9PA

T 0161928 9281

E info@planit-ie.com

W www.planit-ie.com

C Peter Swift

POD

99 Galgate,Barnard Castle,

Co Durham DL12 8ES

T 0845003 7755

E info@pod.gb.com

W www.pod.gb.com

C Andy Dolby

NEWCASTLE

10 Summerhill Terrace,

Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 6EB

C Craig van Bedaf
Masterplanning, site appraisal,
layout and architectural design.
Development frameworks, urban
regeneration, design codes, briefs
and design and access statements.

POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS
ARCHITECTS

Diespeker Wharf 38, Graham Street,
London N18JX

T 0207336 7777
robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
W www.ptea.co.uk

C Robin Saha-Choudhury
LIVERPOOL

Unit S204, Second Floor, Merchants
Court, Derby Squatre, Liverpool L2 1TS
T 0151703 2220

E roo.humpherson@ptea.co.uk

C Roo Humpherson

Master planners, urban designers,
developers, architects, listed building
and conservation area designers;
specialising in inner city mixed-use
high density regeneration.

POWELL DOBSON URBANISTS
Charterhouse, Links Business Park

St Mellons, Cardiff CF3 OLT

T 0292079 9699

E james.brown@powelldobson.com
W www.powelldobsonurbanists.com
C James Brown

Masterplanning, design frameworks,
design codes, town centre strategies,
housing renewal. A commitment to
people, places, sustainability, design
and delivery.

PRINGLE BRANDON

10 Bonhill Street, London EC2A 4QJ

T 020 74661000

E pbmarketing@pringle-brandon.
co.uk

C Alison Anslow

Offices, hotels, workplace design.

PROJECT CENTRE LTD

Saffron Court, 14b St Cross Street,
London ECIN 8XA

T 02074218222

E info@projectcentre.co.uk

W www.projectcentre.co.uk

C David Moores

Landscape architecture, public realm
design, urban regeneration, street
lighting design, planning supervision,
traffic and transportation, parking
and highway design.

PRP ARCHITECTS

10 Lindsey Street

London EC1A 9HP

T 02076531200

E lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk

C Andy von Bradsky

Architects, planners, urban
designers and landscape architects,
specialising in housing, urban
regeneration, health, education and
leisure projects.

QUARTET DESIGN

The Exchange, Lillingstone Dayrell,
Bucks MK18 5AP

T 01280 860500

E quartet@qgdl.co.uk

C David Newman

Landscape architects, architects and
urban designers. Masterplanning,
hard landscape projects in urban
areas achieving environmental
sustainability.

QUBE

Building 7, Michael Young Centre,
Purbeck Road, Cambridge CB2 2QL

T 01223271850

E enquiriespqube.org.uk

C Sheena MacCallum/Jon Burgess
Site specific design solutions related
to urban design and Masterplanning;
site development briefs; public realm
design; historic buildings; community
consultation.

RANDALL THORP

Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street,
Manchester M15FW

T 0161228 7721

E mail@randallthorp.co.uk

C Pauline Randall
Masterplanning for new
developments and settlements,
infrastructure design and urban
renewal, design guides and design
briefing, public participation.

RANDOM GREENWAY

ARCHITECTS

Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road

Caterham Surrey CR3 6HY

T 01883 346 441

E rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.
co.uk

C R Greenway

Architecture, planning and urban

design. New build, regeneration,

refurbishment and restoration.

REDROW URBAN DESIGN
CENTRE

Redrow House, 6 Waterside Way,
The Lakes, Northampton NN4 7XD

T 01604 601115

E irina.merryweather@redrow.co.uk
C Irina Merryweather

RICHARD COLEMAN
CITYDESIGNER

14 Lower Grosvenor Place,

London SW1W 0EX

T 020 7630 4880

E r.coleman@citydesigner.com

C Dorthe Bendtsen

Advice on architectural quality,
urban design, and conservation,
historic buildings and townscape.
Environmental statements, listed
buildings/area consent applications.

RICHARDS PARTINGTON
First Floor, Fergusson House
124 - 128 City Road, London EC1V 2NJ
T 0207490 5494

E post@rparchitects.co.uk

C Simon Bradbury

W www.rparchitects.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail,
education, sustainability and
commercial projects that take
aresponsible approach to the
environment and resources.

RICHARD REID & ASSOCIATES
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill, Sevenoaks,
Kent TN14 6BS

T 01732 741417

E richardreidg@btconnect.com

C Richard Reid

ROBERT ADAM ARCHITECTS

9 Upper High Street, Winchester

Hampshire SO23 8UT

T 01962 843843

E peter.critoph@
robertadamarchitects.com

C Peter Critoph

W www.robertadamarchitects.com

World-renowned for progressive,

classical design covering town

and country houses, housing

development, urban Master plans,

commercial development and public

buildings.

ROGER GRIFFITHS ASSOCIATES
4 Regent Place, Rugby
Warwickshire CV21 2PN

T 01788 540040

E roger@rgalandscape.com

W www.rgalandscape.com

C Roger Griffiths

A quality assured landscape
consultancy offering landscape
architecture, land use
planning, urban design, project
implementation, EIA and expert
witness services.
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RPS

Bristol, Cambridge, London, Newark,
Southampton & Swindon

T 0800587 9939

E rpspte@rpsplc.co.uk

W www.rpsgroup.com

Part of the RPS Group providing a
wide range of urban design services
including Masterplanning and
development frameworks, design
guides and statements.

RUMMEY DESIGN ASSOCIATES
South Park Studios, South Park,
Sevenoaks Kent TN13 1AN

T 01732 743753

C Robert Rummey

Masterplanning, urban design,
landscape architecture, architecture,
environmental consultancy.
Responsible place-making that
considers social, environmental and
economic issues.

SAVILLS (L&P) LIMITED
Lansdowne House, 57 Berkeley Square
London W1J 6ER

T 0207353 0202

E bvanbruggen@savills.com

W www.savills.com

C Benvan Bruggen

SOUTHAMPTON

Brunswick House,Brunswick Place,
Southampton SO15 2AP

T 02380 713900

E pfrankum@savills.com

C Peter Frankum

Offices throughout the World

Savills Urban Design creates value
from places and places of value.
Masterplanning, urban design,
design coding, urban design advice,
planning, commercial guidance.

SAUNDERS PARTNERSHIP

Studio Four, 37 Broadwater Road,

Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 3AX

T 01707 385 300

E martin.williams@sandersarchitects.
com

C Martin Williams

SCOTT BROWNRIGG LTD

St Catherines Court, 46-48 Portsmouth
Road, Guildford GU2 4DU

T 01483568 686

E L.deda@scottbrownrigg.com

W www.scottbrownrigg.com

C LuanDeda

Integrated service of architecture,
urban design, planning,
Masterplanning, involved in several
mixed-use schemes regenerating
inner city and brownfield sites.

SCOTT TALLON WALKER
ARCHITECTS

19 Merrion Square, Dublin 2

T 0035316693000

E philip.jackson@stw.ie

W www.stw.com

C Philip Jackson

Award winning international practice
covering all aspects of architecture,
urban design and planning.

SCOTT WILSON

3-4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong,
Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 1DZ

T 01235 468700

E paj.valley@scottwilson.com

W www.scottwilson.com

C Paj Valley/ Ken Jores

Also at Birmingham, Leeds, London,
Manchester, Plymouth

Urban design, planning, landscape,
economic and architectural

design expertise supported by
comprehensive multidisciplinary
skills.

SHAFFREY ASSOCIATES

29 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1

T 0035318725602

E studio@shaffrey.ie

C Grdinne Shaffrey

Urban conservation and design, with
a particular commitment to the
regeneration of historic urban
centres, small towns and villages,
including new development.

SHEILS FLYNN LTD

Bank House High Street, Docking,
Kings Lynn PE318NH

T 01485518304

E norfolk@sheilsflynn.com

C Eoghan Sheils

Award winning town centre
regeneration schemes, urban
strategies and design guidance.
Specialists in community consultation
and team facilitation.

SHEPHEARD EPSTEIN HUNTER
Phoenix Yard, 65 King’s Cross Road,
London WCIX 9LW

T 020 78417500

E stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk

C Steven Pidwill

SEH is a user-friendly, award-
winning architects firm, known for
its work in regeneration, education,
housing, Masterplanning, mixed-use
and healthcare projects.

SHEPPARD ROBSON

77 Parkway, Camden Town,

London NW17PU

T 02075041700

E charles.scott@sheppardrobson.
com

W www.sheppardrobson.com

C Charles Scott

MANCHESTER

27th Floor, City Tower, Piccadilly Plaza

Manchester M14BD

T 01612338900

Planners, urban designers and

architects. Strategic planning, urban

regeneration, development planning,

town centre renewal, new settlement

planning.

SMEEDEN FOREMAN
PARTNERSHIP

8 East Parade, Harrogate HG1 JLT
T 01423 520 222

E trevor@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
C Trevor Foreman

Ecology, landscape architecture
and urban design. Environmental
assessment, detailed design,
contract packages and site
supervision.

SOLTYS: BREWSTER CONSULTING
87 Glebe Street, Penarth,

Vale of Glamorgan CF64 1EF

T 0292040 8476

E enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
W www.soltysbrewster.co.uk

C Simon Brewster

Urban design, Master plans,
design strategies, visual impact,
environmental assessment,
regeneration of urban space,
landscape design and project
management.

_space Environment
Spaceworks, Benton Park Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7LX

T 0191223 6600

E richard.charge@spacegroup.co.uk
W www.spacegroup.co.uk

C Richard Charge / Tony Wyatt
Multidisciplinary practice offering
expertise in urban design,
architecture, conservation and
landscape architecture.

SPACE SYNTAX LIMITED

4 Huguenot Place, Heneage Street,
London E15LN

T 02074227600

E t.stonor@spacesyntax.com

C Tim Stonor

Spatial Masterplanning and
research-based design; movement,
connectivity, integration,
regeneration, safety and interaction.

SPAWFORTHS

Junction 41 Business Court, East
Ardsley, Leeds WF3 2AB

T 01924 873873

E info@spawforth.co.uk

W www.spawforth.co.uk

C Adrian Spawforth
Urbanism with planners and
architects specialising in
Masterplanning, community
engagement, visioning and
development frameworks.

STUART TURNER ASSOCIATES
12 Ledbury, Great Linford,

Milton Keynes MK14 5DS

T 01908 678672

E st@studiost.co.uk

W www.studiost.co.uk

C Stuart Turner

Architecture, urban design and
environmental planning, the
design of new settlements, urban
regeneration and site development
studies.

STUDIO | REAL

59-63 High Street, Kidlington, Oxford
OX5 2DN

T 01865 377030

E design@studioreal.co.uk

W www.studioreal.co.uk

C Roger Evans

Urban regeneration, quarter
frameworks and design briefs, town
centre strategies, movement in towns,
Masterplanning and development
economics.

SURFACE INCLUSIVE DESIGN

RESEARCH CENTRE

School of Construction & Property

Management, University of Salford
M5 4WT

T 0161295 5279

E r.newtong@salford.ac.uk

W www.inclusive-design.it

C Rita Newton

TAYLOR YOUNG URBAN DESIGN
Chadsworth House, Wilmslow Road,
Handforth, Cheshire SK9 3HP

T 01625 542200

E stephengleave@tayloryoung.co.uk
C Stephen Gleave

LIVERPOOL

T 0151702 6500

Urban design, planning and
development. Town studies, housing,
commercial, distribution, health and
transportation. Specialist in urban
design training.

TERENCE O’ROURKE LTD
Everdene House, Deansleigh Road,
Bournemouth BH7 7DU

T 01202 42142

E maildesk@torltd.co.uk

W www.torltd.co.uk

Town planning, Masterplanning,
urban design, architecture,
landscape architecture,
environmental consultancy, complex
urban design problems.

TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY

Cedar Court, 5 College Road

Petersfield GU314AE

T 01730 262040

E contacteterrafirmaconsultancy.
com

C Lionel Fanshawe

Independent landscape architectural

practice with considerable urban

design experience at all scales from

EIA to project delivery throughout UK

and overseas.

TERRY FARRELL AND PARTNERS
7 Hatton Street, London NW8 8PL

T 0207258 3433

E tfarrellgterryfarrell.co.uk

W www.terryfarrell.com

C Drew Nelles

Architectural, urban design, planning
and Masterplanning services.

New buildings, refurbishment,
conference/exhibition centres and
visitor attractions.

TIBBALDS PLANNING & URBAN
DESIGN

19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge
Road, London SE13JB

T 0207089 2121

E mailetibbalds.co.uk

W www.tibbalds.co.uk

C Andrew Karski

Expertise in Masterplanning

and urban design, sustainable
regeneration, development
frameworks and design guidance,
design advice.

TOWNSCAPE SOLUTIONS

128 Park Road, Smethwick, West
Midlands, B67 5HT

T 0121429 611

E kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
W www.townscapesolutions.co.uk

C Kenny Brown

Specialist urban design practice
offering a wide range of services
including Master plans, site layouts,
design briefs, design and access
statements, expert witness and 3D
illustrations.
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TP BENNETT LLP

One America Street, London SE10NE
T 0207208 2029

E mike.ibbott@tpbennett.co.uk

C Mike Ibbott

Development planning, urban
design, conservation and
Masterplanning - making places
and adding value through creative,
progressive, dynamic and joyful
exploration.

TRIBAL URBAN STUDIO TEAM

87 - 91 Newman Street, London W1T 3EY

Offices in the UK and Overseas

T 0207079 9120

E urbanstudioteam@tribalgroup.
co.uk

W www.tribalgroup.co.uk/
urbanstudioteam

C Simon Gray/ Simon Green

Tribal's Urban Studio team (formerly

the planning practice of Llewelyn

Davies Yeang) have expertise in

Urban Design, Masterplanning,

Landscape Architecture, Planning,

Policy, Strategy and Sustainability.

TURLEY ASSOCIATES

25 Savile Row, London W1S 2ES

T 020 78514010

E mlowndesg@turleyassociates.co.uk

W www.turleyassocaiates.co.uk

C Michael Lowndes (National Head of
Urban Design)

Offices also in Manchester, Belfast,

Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh,

Glasgow, Leeds and Southampton.

Nationwide integrated urban design,

planning and heritage services

provided at all project stages and

scales of development. Services

include Masterplanning, townscape

analysis, design guides and public

realm resolution.

TWEED NUTTALL WARBURTON
Chapel House, City Road, Chester CH1
3AE

T 01244 310388

E entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
W www.tnw-architecture.co.uk

C John Tweed

Architecture and urban design,
Masterplanning. Urban waterside
environments. Community teamwork
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

URBAN DESIGN FUTURES

97c West Bow, Edinburgh EH12JP

T 0131226 4505

E info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk

W www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk

C Selby Richardson

Innovative urban design, planning
and landscape practice specialising
in Masterplanning, new settlements,
urban regeneration, town and village
studies.

URBAN INITIATIVES

1Fitzroy Square, London WIT SHE

T 020 7380 4545

E k.campbell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk
W www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk

C Kelvin Campbell

Urban design, transportation,
regeneration, development planning.

URBAN INNOVATIONS

1st Floor, Wellington Buildings,

2 Wellington Street, Belfast BTI6HT
T 028 90435060

E uigurbaninnovations.co.uk

C Tony Stevens/ Agnes Brown

The partnership provides not only
feasibility studies and assists in site
assembly for complex projects but
also full architectural services for
major projects.

URBAN PRACTITIONERS

70 Cowcross Street, London ECIM 6EJ

T 0207253 2223

E antonyrifkin@urbanpractitioners.
co.uk

C Antony Rifkin

Specialist competition winning urban

regeneration practice combining

economic and urban design skills.

Projects include West Ealing and

Plymouth East End.

URBED (URBAN AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT GROUP)
MANCHESTER

10 Little Lever Street,

Manchester M11HR

T 0161200 5500

E urbed@urbed.co.uk

W www.urbed.co.uk

C David Rudlin

LONDON

26 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8HR
T 0207436 8050

Urban design and guidance,
Masterplanning, sustainability,
consultation and capacity building,
housing, town centres and
regeneration.

VINCENT AND GORBING LTD

Sterling Court, Norton Road,

Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG12JY

T 01438 316331

E urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.
co.uk

W www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk

C Richard Lewis

Masterplanning, design statements,

character assessments, development

briefs, residential layouts and urban

capacity exercises.

WEST & PARTNERS

Isambard House, 60 Weston Street,
London SE13QJ

T 02074031726

E wpewestandpartners.com

C Michael West

Masterplanning within the
creative interpretation of socio-
economic, physical and political
urban parameters: retail, leisure,
commercial, residential.

WESTWADDY: ADP

The Malthouse, 60 East St.Helen Street,
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB

T 01235523139

E enquiriespwestwaddy-adp.co.uk
W westwaddy-adp.co.uk

C Philip Waddy

Experienced and multi-disciplinary
team of urban designers, architects
and town planners offering a full
range of urban design services.

WHITE CONSULTANTS

18-19 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3DQ

T 0292064 0971

E sw@whiteconsultants.co.uk

C Simon White

A holistic approach to urban
regeneration, design guidance,
public realm and open space
strategies and town centre studies
for the public, private and community
sectors.

WHITELAW TURKINGTON
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

33 Stannary Street, London SE1 4AA
T 020 7820 0388

E post@wtlondon.com

C Lindsey Whitelaw

LEEDS

16 Globe Road, Leeds LS115QG

T 01132377200

E poste@wtnorth.com

C Guy Denton

Urban regeneration, streetscape
design, public space, high
quality residential and corporate
landscapes. Facilitators in public
participation.

WHITE YOUNG GREEN PLANNING
21 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3DQ

T 02920729000

E glewis@wyg.com

C Gordon Lewis

Also at London, Newcastle,
Manchester, Leeds, Bristol and
Southampton

Regeneration and development
strategies, public realm studies,
economic development planning,
Masterplanning for urban, rural and
brownfield land redevelopment.

WILLIE MILLER URBAN DESIGN &
PLANNING

20 Victoria Crescent Road, Glasgow
G12 90D

T 01413395228

E mailewilliemiller.com

C Willie Miller

Conceptual, strategic and
development work in urban design,
Masterplanning, urban regeneration,
environmental strategies, design and
development briefs.

WILLMORE ILES ARCHITECTS LTD
267 Hotwell Road, Bristol BS8 4SF

T 0117 945 0962

E andrew.iles@willmoreiles.com
W www.willmoreiles.com

C Andrew lles

Architecture, town planning, urban
design, campus development
frameworks. Architects and urban
designers with specialisms in
education and student residential
design.

YELLOW BOOK LTD

3 Hill Street, Edinburgh EH3 8DG

T 01312255757

E john.lord@yellowbooklitd.com

W www.yellowbookltd.com

C JohnLord

Place-making, urban regeneration
and economic development involving
creative and cultural industries,
tourism and labour market research.

Education Index / Endpiece

EDUCATION INDEX
BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY
Birmingham Institute of Art & Design
Corporation St, Birmingham B4 7 DX

T 0121331510

E joe.holyoak@bcu.ac.uk

W www.bcu.ac.uk

C Joe Holyoak

MA Urban Design. This course
enhances the creative and practical
skills needed to deal with the diverse
activities of urban design. Modes of
attendance are flexible: full-time,
part-time or individual modules

as CPD short courses. The course
attracts students from a wide range
of backgrounds.

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

Welsh School of Architecture and

School of City & Regional Planning,

Glamorgan Building, King Edward V11

Avenue, Cardiff CF10 3WA

T 0292087 5972/029 2087 5961

E dutoiteCardiff.ac.uk
bauzamme@cf.ac.uk

W www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/ma_
urbandesign

C Allison Dutoit/Marga Munar Bauza

One year full-time and two year part-

time MA in Urban Design.

EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
T 01312216175/6072

W www.eca.ac.uk/index.php?id=523
C Leslie Forsyth

Diploma in Architecture and Urban
Design, nine months full-time.
Diplomain Urban Design, nine
months full time or 21 months part-
time. MSc in Urban Design, 12 months
full-time or 36 months parttime. MPhil
and PhD, by research full and part-
time.

LEEDS METROPOLITAN
UNIVERSITY

The Leeds School of Architecture,
Landscape and Design, Hepworth
House, Claypit Lane, Leeds LS2 8AE
T 0132832600 ext. 29092

E landscape@leedsmet.ac.uk

W www.leedsmet.ac.uk/courses/la
C Edwin Knighton

Master of Arts in Urban Design
consists of one year full time or

two years part time or individual
programme of study. Shorter
programmes lead to Post Graduate
Diploma/Certificate. Project based
course focussing on the creation of
sustainable environments through
interdisciplinary design.

LONDON SOUTH BANK
UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences,
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA

T 020 7815 7353

C Bob Jarvis

MA Urban Design (one year full
time/two years part time) or PG Cert
Planning based course including
units on place and performance,
sustainable cities as well as project
based work and EU study visit. Part of
RTPI accredited programme.

OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY
Joint Centre for Urban Design,
Headington, Oxford OX3 0BP
T 01865 483403
C Georgia Butina-Watson/

Alan Reeve
Diploma in Urban Design, six months
full time or 18 months part time. MA
one year full-time or two years part-
time.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Development & Planning Unit, The
Bartlett, 34 Tavistock Square,

London WC1H 9EZ

T 0207679 1M

E s.feys@ucl.ac.uk

C Sara Feys

MSc in Building and Urban Design

in Development. Innovative,
participatory and responsible design
in development and upgrading of
urban areas through socially and
culturally acceptable, economically
viable and environmentally
sustainable interventions. One year
full time or two years part time.

UNIVERSITY OF GREENWICH
School of Architecture & Construction,
Avery Hill Campus, Mansion Site,
Bexley Road, Eltham, London SE9 2PQ
T 02083319100/ 9135

W www.gre.ac.uk/schools/arc

C Richard Hayward

MA in Urban Design for postgraduate
architecture and landscape
students, full time and part time with
credit accumulation transfer system.

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE
UPON TYNE

Department of Architecture, Claremont
Tower, University of Newcastle,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE17RU

T 0191222 6004

C Georgia Giannopoulou
MA/Diploma in Urban Design. Joint
programme in Dept of Architecture
and Dept of Town and Country
Planning. Full time or part time,
integrating knowledge and skills
from town planning, architecture,
landscape.

UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE
Department of Architecture,

Urban Design Studies Unit,

131 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 ONG

T 0141548 4219

E ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
C Ombretta Romice

The Postgraduate Course in Urban
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma and
MSc modes. The course is design
centred and includes input from a
variety of related disciplines.

UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF
ENGLAND, BRISTOL

Faculty of the Built Environment,
Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane,
Bristol BS16 1QY

T 0117 328 3508

C Martin Boddy

MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in
Urban Design. Part time two days per
fortnight for two years, or individual
programme of study. Project-based
course addressing urban design
issues, abilities and environments.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER
35 Marylebone Road, London NW15LS
T 02079115000 x3341

E w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
C Bill Erickson

MA or Diploma Course in Urban
Design for postgraduate architects,
town planners, landscape architects
and related disciplines. One year full
time or two years part time.
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Death on the Rea

This column seems to be becoming the
Digbeth Diary, and I probably risk being seen
as so parochial that | have no interest in
anything happening beyond the end of the
next street. That’s not true, but the quarter in
which I work does have a cultural life which
is as fascinatingly rich and diverse as many
other more celebrated districts.

In November | was invited to take partin
The Funeral of the Site. The site in question is
a small triangle of land on the river Rea, op-
posite the Custard Factory, called somewhat
euphemistically Rea Garden. It contains a
two-storey industrial building, burnt-out
and derelict, and has been the location for a
residency for a public artist, Hannah Hull. She
designated it a Site of No Special Interest, and
organised the funeral, reasoning that, unlike
people, whose entry into and departure from
this world are both ritually celebrated, nor-
mally only the arrival of a building is marked.
We have elaborate rituals of ground-breaking,
foundation stone-laying, topping-out, naming
and tape-cutting. But with some exceptions

(the East End funeral for Bonner Street School
in Bethnal Green in 2006 is one | know about),
the end of a building’s life is an unromantic
and summary matter of hoardings, demoli-
tion, and crushed hardcore.

About thirty mourners dressed in black
gathered in the garden, sheltering from the
cold rain under black umbrellas. The officiat-
ing ‘minister’, standing behind a piece of
recycled architectural salvage, delivered the
Eulogy, recalling the site’s various occupants;
a machine tools maker, Philips Records, a
draper. A requiem poem written by the artist
was read. An Irish singer sang two songs he
composed for the occasion. The site was
blessed with water from the river. My con-
tribution was to read the Lesson. The text |
chose was The Birmingham City Centre Mas-
ter plan: The Visioning Study, by Professor
Michael Parkinson. Helpfully, like the Bible,
it has chapters and numbered paragraphs/
verses, and | selected a few that deal specifi-
cally with Digbeth.

Parkinson perceived the reality and the
potential of Digbeth better than anyone else
I know. Too many people, including some
in authority, dismiss it as just an uninhab-
ited rundown industrial area, lacking iconic
buildings and wine bars. They don’t see the

complex layers of history, the transparency
(Kevin Lynch’s term) of the industry, the old
street names relating to the river (Heath Mill
Lane, Floodgate Street), or the fine-grained
plots and buildings. Parkinson wrote, in
Chapter 6, Verse 74;

‘This is one of the most exciting parts of
the city, which has authenticity, grit, great
buildings, waterways. In other cities it would
be a jewel. It is absolutely critical that this
area is developed in the right way for the city.
It certainly must not be overdeveloped or
sanitised by conventional development’.

There the lesson ended. We trooped
down Floodgate Street in the rain, past the
swollen river, to The Anchor on Bradford
Street for the wake. In a small room, we
drank pints of Digbeth Phoenix Ale, brewed
specially for the funeral. | had gone to the
funeral uncertain how seriously | should take
it. But it was very serious, and standing in the
dripping Rea Garden | was quite moved. Pu-
gin believed that a building does have a finite
life, that entropy and decay are a natural part
of its life cycle, and that its life should not be
artificially extended. It’s a romantic and im-
practical view, but I think it contains a truth
which should not be easily dismissed.

@ Joe Holyoak
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