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As a collaborative
practice at Perkins+Will,
we craft places people
love—places that
actively improve the
social, economic, and
environmental health of
cities.

tion,

Creating successful places through deliverable and
sustainable design. By combining our technical skills,
market knowledge and design experience with our
commercial advice and creative innovation, the results
are responsive, successful and attractive solutions.

stanD oUt from the crowD
If your background is in urban design, architecture, landscape,
planning, public realm or regeneration, you are playing a vitally
important role in shaping the setting for life in our cities, towns and
villages. The Urban Design Group’s new Recognised Practitioner
initiative gives you the unique opportunity to gain recognition for your
skills and knowledge in urban design.
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If you are educated to degree level, with over five year’s relevant
experience; or have three or more year’s experience and a qualification
in urban design, you may be eligible to become a Recognised
Practitioner in Urban Design.
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Cambridge

Peter Frankum
e pfrankum@savills.com
t 020 3320 8242
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Annual membership of the UDG as a Recognised Practitioner in Urban
Design is only is £80; there is no application fee.

savills.com/urbandesign
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Urban DesiGn
& CLimate ChanGe

Second edition
Bally Meeda

Clapham Old Town Public Realm
WINNER: NLA Awards 2015 ‘Best Public Space’; and
WINNER: London Planning Awards 2015 ‘Best New Public Space’

Producing a graphical representation of an urban design, town
planning or a regeneration project is an essential aspect of the
design process. How do practitioners use these graphics to best
effect and how are they created most effectively?

Brighton North Street Public Realm
HIGHLY COMMENDED at the Landscape Institute Awards 2017,
‘Adding Value through Landscape’.

Graphics for Urban Design provides guidance on how to use graphic
techniques to stimulate and communicate ideas through the urban
design process. Now fully updated in this second edition, the book
will showcase methods for producing hand-rendered and computergenerated visuals as well as delivering information on drawing maps,
collecting data and understanding build perspectives.
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Price: £55.00
iSBN: 978 0 7277 6171 2
FormaT: Hardback

The book will reveal the whole process and contains chapters
that cover

We understand the real social, cultural and
economic value of streets and spaces, and always
strive to make cities and towns healthier, more
successful, and more enjoyable.

Exmouth House
3 - 11 Pine Street
London EC1R 0JH

■

producing drawings

■

graphics in the urban design process

■

showing technical expertise

■

how to produce outputs

■

managing all aspects of production.

Page Size: 297 x 210mm
NumBer oF PageS: 168

Arup is a market leader in the provision of
climate change and resilience services.

Available as hardback
and eBook:

We undertake research, and provide practical
advice to buildings, infrastructure and
masterplanning project teams.

To order
Online: www.icebookshop.com
Email: orders@icepublishing.com
Phone: +44 (0)1892 83 22 99

@UM_Streets
+44 (0)20 3567 0710
hello@urbanmovement.co.uk
www.urbanmovement.co.uk
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characteristics of images

Packed with case studies and examples of best practice, this practical,
full colour guide will be an must-have purchase for graphic design
students as well as practitioners, commissioners, graphic designers, 3D
artists, cartographers and project managers.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA

With an incredible range of tools for landscape design and
architecture, Vectorworks enables thousands of professionals
working with the built environment to realise their visions every day.

JUST SOME OF THE TASKS YOU CAN USE VECTORWORKS FOR..
• Town Planning
• Architecture
• Landscape Design
• Concept Proposals
• BIM Delivery
• Rendering & Visuals
• Online Presentation (with Vectorworks Service Select)

FIND OUT MORE
VECTORWORKS.NET/UK/URBANDESIGN

Talk to us about how our soil cell tree pits enable
sustainable cities.
World’s leading provider of tree pit solutions.
Building a greener environment for future generations.
SuDS solutions for flood risk management.
Advisors in urban design offering on-site support.
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Covid 19 has made us all acutely aware of
the negative effects that certain urban
conditions can have on our lives.
Now is the time to act: the way we design
our cities today will save lives tomorrow.
The Urban Design Group is hosting a series of
webinars with experts and thought leaders
to help formulate the action we need to
overcome this crisis and prepare ourselves for
the next.
Make sure you join us every Thursday
5.30 – 6.30 pm BST

OPEN TO ALL – register via www.udg.org.uk

Contact our London studio:
Nova North, 11 Bressenden Place,
Westminster, London SW1E 5BY
infrastructuremarketing@atkinsglobal.com

Watch previous sessions on YouTube:
UrbanDesignGroup/playlists
thanks to our media partner, Urban Nous
UDG members interested in hosting an ideasSPACE
event please contact administration@udg.org.uk
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Vision for an urban park in Manchester
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CADSoftwareDirect is a Vectorworks Reseller.
Vectorworks is a registered trademark of Vectorworks, Inc.
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Glasgow City Centre Avenues
UM is the lead designer for this ambitious project, making the
city centre’s main streets better for walking, cycling, + city life.

We specialise in research, planning, strategy and
design for streets, and our inter-disciplinary team
has all the skills necessary to work creatively and
effectively in the most complex and challenging
of urban environments.

151

Venn Street Public Realm
WINNER: London Transport Awards 2015 ‘Excellence in Walking’;
and HIGHLY COMMENDED at the RTPI Awards 2015.

PuBliSh daTe: August 2018
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Urban Design Topics —
40 Issues in 10 Years
158	April 21
Urban Design for an Ageing Population
157
January 21	Practice-led Research
156	October 20	Child-Friendly City
155
July 20	Reflections on Urban Design
154	April 20	The Future of the High Street
153
January 20	Southeast Asia
152	October 19
Urban Design Education
151
July 19	Politicians and Urban Design
150	April 19	North-western Europe
149
January 19
Urban Design and Climate Change
148	October 18	The Value of Design Review
147
July18	Streetscape
146	April 18	Post Conflict Urban Design
145
January 18	North America
144	October 17 	Conservation and Urban Design
143
July 17	Estate Regeneration
142	April 17	Health and Urban Design
141
January 17	Africa
140	October 16	Food and the City
139
July 16	Tall Buildings
138	April 16	Industry & Urban Design
137
January 16	Latin America
136	October 15
Designing Housing
135
July 15	The City as Developer
134	April 15	Garden Cities
133
January 15	Greening the City
132	October 14
Urban Design and New Technology
131
July 14	Waterfronts
130	April 14	Central and Eastern Europe
129
January 14	Market Towns
128	October 13	Art in the Public Realm
127
July 13	China
126	April 13	The Value of Urban Design
125
January 13	Mixed Streets
124	October 12
Urban Design in the Middle East
123
July 12
Urban Design and Localism
122	April 12	Temporary Urbanism
121
January 12	The Developer and Urban Design
120	October 11	Transport Terminals
119
July 11	India
With many thanks to our guest topic editors for each issue.
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Jody Slater
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Sir Peter Hall and Christopher Martin
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What is Urban Design?

1

Louise Thomas describes its value to clients and stakeholders alike

Urban design is the design of towns and cities, streets and spaces.
It is the collaborative and multi-disciplinary process of shaping the
physical setting for life – the art of making places. Urban design
involves the design of buildings, groups of buildings, spaces and
landscapes, and establishing frameworks and procedures that will
deliver successful development by different people over time.
Urban design is about a great variety of places: whether town and
city centres, residential neighbourhoods and suburbs, grassy fields
on the edge of villages, down-at-heel industrial estates, or unloved
and overlooked areas around train stations, rivers and canals. Urban
design defines the nature of buildings and the spaces between them,
and how the design itself should be worked out: design processes
and outcomes. Urban design inspires, illustrates and defines how a
place could be improved or protected to bring benefits to investors,
developers and wider society.

WHO ARE URBAN DESIGNERS?

Urban designers are typically architects, town planners or landscape
architects. Their skill is to bring together ideas from developers,
local communities, architects, planners, traffic engineers, landscape
architects, transport planners and many others, to resolve problems
and conflicts in order to create better places for everyone.
Sometimes this will result in new places being built or a new
appreciation of existing urban areas in cities, towns and villages.
Urban designers can be employed by developers, local planning
authorities or community groups, including neighbourhood planning
groups.
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1	Metropolis Cheshunt Lakeside,
Broxbourne, Station Hub
2	The range of urban design approaches
compared to other disciplines and scale,
inspired by Roger Evans’ Shaping Towns
presentaton on scale and process (Bristol,
2012)
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HOW BIG OR SMALL ARE URBAN DESIGN PROJECTS?

Urban design can help in drawing up masterplans and design
guidance for large areas, through to working up detailed designs
for a local street or public space. It is about designing for people at
the human scale, to make life better, and to make more attractive
places that will remain valuable over time. Like any well-designed
object, a place must function well, be attractive, durable and
cost-effective to build and maintain. Adding economic, social and
environmental value considerations to projects does not necessarily
add to costs, but requires a view of the ‘bigger picture’ than many
other professions adopt and at an early stage in each project. This is
what urban designer do.

WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS CAN IT HELP?

Urban design is versatile and so urban designers can produce ideas
and work that is indicative or specific, strategic or detailed, and this
is reflected in the types of drawings, reports and ways of working
commonly used:
	Urban design is visionary: creating a ‘vision’ to show the
economic, social and environmental benefits of investment
or changes at a strategic scale over a wide area and over a
long period of time. This is usually conveyed through a vision
statement, projecting forward 20-25 years’ time to explain the
future characteristics of an area and how people will use it.
This can then be complemented by a development framework,
outlining the key physical features that will deliver the vision.
	Urban design is fact-finding: urban designers gather data and
evidence about places to identify future options, and test the
feasibility and viability of change or development in context, for
example transport and infrastructure capacity, development
character and density, environmental capacity issues (such as
flooding), plus local community needs and values. Feasibility
studies usually include options and a recommendation on the
‘best fit’ scenario.
	Urban design can be illustrative: using masterplans, artists’
impressions, photomontages, 3D models and photographs of
other successful places, urban designers can bring to life how
a development could look. This includes highlighting important
local characteristics, landmarks and public spaces. Illustrative
masterplans often show just one way in which design guidelines
can be built out.
	Urban design setting specifications – site-specific masterplans
set out precise proposals for which planning consent is being
sought, and the use, size, form and location of buildings, roads
and open spaces, which are fixed. A local planning authority
may prepare a site-specific development brief, which sets out
the main characteristics required, and it allows developers to
draw up a proposed scheme in response. Masterplans and design
codes bring together plot-specific requirements for a site, which
development proposals will need to comply with in order to be
approved.

3

•
•

4

•
•

5

A local planning authority can also identify district-wide character
design policies, which set out a combination of broad-brush design
ideas – relating to materials and roof styles, for example – and
specific requirements, such as minimum back-to-back distances for
residential developments.

WHY ENGAGE AN URBAN DESIGNER?

Urban designers assemble a comprehensive picture of an area
today in order to learn from it, and put forward proposals that
demonstrate how potential constraints and opportunities have
been responded to. This process helps to convey the benefits and
other ripple-out effects of future change on the surrounding area
to other parties. Working collaboratively with developers, other
professionals (e.g. transport, ecology, architecture, etc.), the views
of stakeholders and the local community are essential in identifying
key design issues to address, ensuring that any potential future
objections are addressed early in the development process, so that
everyone feels that change will be beneficial.

6

Visionary
3	URBAN INITIATIVES
A framework for Woolwich
Town
4	The Environmental
Dimension Partnership
Ltd
Tredegar Town Centre Vision
5	PLACE-MAKE Houghton
Regis Place Shaping Study
6	BDP Basing View
	Place-making Vision
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Urban design has often been described as bridging the gap
between town planning and architecture; it uses the same language
as development planning policy making, yet brings the design
inspiration that investors and stakeholders value. Unlike many
architectural commissions, urban design looks beyond the boundary
of a site and does not necessarily design the final buildings in detail,
but defines their main attributes, including their relationships to the
spaces between them.
Urban design is most useful when it is used early in the design
of a development proposal or process of regeneration – to bring
together a well-founded vision, to create a common set of principles
with the local planning authority, to ensure that community views
are well understood, and to focus on details that will ultimately
matter in the development’s success. Urban designers look beyond
a developer’s immediate interests within the red line boundary
required in planning applications, and by working collaboratively
in design teams can respond creatively, rather than defensively, to
external challenges. Time spent on urban design in the early stages
of the development process can save time and money later, and will
achieve results that satisfy more stakeholders.
Good urban design has been found to add economic value
specifically by:
	Producing higher returns on investments (i.e. good rental returns
and enhanced capital values)
	Making new places more attractive than the local competition at
little extra cost
	Responding to occupier demand
	Reducing management, maintenance, energy and security costs
	Contributing to more contented and productive workforces
	Supporting dynamic mixed use elements in developments
	Creating an urban regeneration and place-making market
dividend
	Differentiating places and raising their prestige
	Opening up investment opportunities, raising confidence in
development
	Providing opportunities for wealth-generation by inhabitants
	Reducing the cost to the public purse of rectifying urban design
mistakes.

•
•
••
••
•
••
••
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(Value of Urban Design, CABE and DTLR, 2002)

URBAN DESIGN IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Within a local planning authority, an urban design officer can work
collaboratively across departments with in-house and external
experts. Looking critically at an area and using analytical and
professional skills to understand its constraints and needs, urban
designers identify a site’s potential or capacity for change. By
involving local stakeholders and community members through
a programme of events to hear their ideas and concerns,
subsequent recommendations will have been shaped by the public.
Development requirements are set out in formal policy documents,
and are designed to support development management and control
at a later stage in the planning process.
From identifying new site-specific policies for a Local Plan, to
describing an area development framework, urban design can show
in spatial terms what policy is seeking to achieve. Outline planning
applications are usually accompanied by a masterplan and a design
and access statement; urban design also has a key part to play
in finalising reserved matters, and how development and other
investment will be delivered and managed.
As the 2020 Planning White Paper Planning for the Future
indicated, a reform of the English planning system could involve
front-loading new Local Plans with many critical urban design
policies and considerations – defining the nature and location
of new buildings and spaces, or how existing places are to be
regenerated. This change will place far greater emphasis on
designing places strategically and specific sites too, and could use
design codes to define what would be acceptable. Urban design
skills and expertise will be central to all involved in this new vision
for the planning system.
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FACT FINDING
7	PRO VISION Examining
settlement extension
opportunity in Calne,
Wiltshire
8	DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES
Milton Keynes 2050
ILLUSTRATIVE
9	PLANNING AND DESIGN
GROUP Creswell,
Derbyshire

07
The 2013 Urban Design Compendium set out the key aspects of
urban design as:
	Places for People – For places to be well-used and well-loved,
they must be safe, comfortable, varied and attractive. They also
need to be distinctive, and offer variety, choice and fun. Vibrant
places offer opportunities for meeting people, playing in the
street and watching the world go by.
	Enrich the Existing – New development should enrich the
qualities of existing urban places. This means encouraging
a distinctive response that arises from and complements its
setting. This applies at every scale – the region, the city, the
town, the neighbourhood, and the street.
	Make Connections – Places need to be easy to get to and be
integrated physically and visually with their surroundings. This
requires attention to how to get around by foot, bicycle, public
transport and the car – and in that order.
	Work with the Landscape – Places that strike a balance between
the natural and man-made environment and utilise each site’s
intrinsic resources – the climate, landform, landscape and
ecology – to maximise energy conservation and amenity.
	Mix Uses and Forms – Stimulating, enjoyable and convenient
places meet a variety of demands from the widest possible range
of users, amenities and social groups. They also weave together
different building forms, uses, tenures and densities.
	Manage the Investment – For projects to be developable and well
cared for they must be economically viable, well managed and
maintained. This means understanding the market considerations
of developers, ensuring long term commitment from the
community and the local authority, defining appropriate delivery
mechanisms and seeing this as part of the design process.
	Design for Change – New development needs to be flexible
enough to respond to future changes in use, lifestyle and
demography. This means designing for energy and resource
efficiency; creating flexibility in the use of property, public spaces
and the service infrastructure and introducing new approaches to
transportation, traffic management and parking.

introduction

SO WHAT IS GOOD URBAN DESIGN?

•
•
•
•
•
•

10

Time spent on urban design in the early
stages of the development process
can save time and money later, and
will achieve results that satisfy more
stakeholders.

•

						

(Table 1.1)

With the Coronavirus, there have been huge impacts and changes
on lifestyles worldwide, ways of working, access to local goods
and services, short and long distance modes of transport, and, the
use of outdoor public and private spaces – urban and natural. The
principles of creating walkable, mixed use and sociable places,
which have always underpinned urban design practice, have come
to the fore as a simple but very effective way of making places to
support all ages of people with their physical and mental health
needs. Urban design is about making places for people to enjoy at
every stage of their lives.

11

BUT WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE…?

Evidence has shown that poorly designed places can quickly
become areas with alienated communities, few or spoiled natural
resources, and little sense of welcome and coherence for those who
visit or use them. These areas often decline economically and with
consequences that are felt far beyond their boundaries.
Urban design awareness has increased amongst other
professions and the general public as a result of witnessing the
failure of many urban areas to respond to people’s needs. The
lessons from how some of the most attractive and valuable urban
places in the world work are still being learned today – these include
Bath, Edinburgh, Paris, or Manhattan, and it is no coincidence that
these are often the kind of places that we aspire to visit on holiday.
Designing new developments to site well within their wider contexts
means that negative impacts are mitigated, and economic, social
and environmental benefits can be more widely felt.

•

Louise Thomas, independent urban designer and joint editor of the
UDG’s Urban Design journal

12

10	TERENCE O’ROURKE
Exploration of social living
spaces as part of a Garden
Village masterplan
11	SAVILLS South Maple
Cross centre
DEFINING
12	Metropolis Planning
& Design Cheshunt
Lakeside, Design Code
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Strategic Urban Design

1
1 Creating urban capital

Roger Evans explains what makes good
places and shapes urban design ideas

Creating Urban Capital

Over the next ten years around three million new homes will be
built in the UK together with supporting uses such as convenience
shops and services, schools and workplaces. At current typical
housing densities around 90 square miles of land will be needed to
accommodate this – roughly the size of Surrey. We need to ensure
that not only is this volume of development fit for purpose, but that
it bequeaths an urban form that will serve future generations.
The idea of natural capital is mainstream in town planning and
perhaps we now need to be more aware of creating ‘urban capital’
– urban areas that have good urban form and which will be an asset
for generations to come. So what is ‘good urban form’ and how can
we ensure it is achieved?

WHAT IS GOOD URBAN FORM?

Good urban form achieves social, economic and environmental
objectives through the spatial arrangement of streets and buildings
within the landscape. Buildings might be replaced over time, but
street patterns and building lines can last for centuries. Urban form
is the shape of our human habitat, and whether it is good or bad can
be measured against six criteria:
1. Development in the right location
The location of new development will influence whether people
can get about by walking or cycling, or whether they will be
dependent on cars. Parking standards for car-dependent
developments mean that their parking footprints will be the
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same as the housing footprint, unless housing densities rise to
justify multi-storey or below ground parking solutions.
Where new housing is not adjacent to employment opportunities
or served by rail, the connecting roads will need to cater for
commuter traffic. Bus services are rarely frequent enough to rely
on, unless new development is an extension of an existing urban
area with a good standard of existing provision. Furthermore,
the towns to which people will travel from these car-dependent
developments will need to provide additional parking too. This
dominance of cars brings pollution, noise and safety concerns
with the likely result that residents will walk and cycle less, or
encourage their children to do so. Development that is planned
as growth to sustainable towns can avoid these problems. New
settlements need to be of considerable size to be self-sufficient,
so that they minimise the need for travel just to meet people’s
daily needs.
2.	Hefted to the landscape
Historic towns and city quarters were settled and grew
incrementally, either in a planned manner or as plot-by-plot
development along lanes and streets, or a combination of both.
‘Design’ decisions about new development were taken by people
who could walk around their neighbourhoods along routes that
followed the underlying topography in the most efficient way,
who knew the local micro-climate and so could avoid frost
pockets and shelter from prevailing cold winds.
3.	Connections to existing streets and paths
Good urban form is well connected, so new streets, footpaths
and cycle ways should join seamlessly onto the surrounding
movement network, and ideally in all directions. These
connections will generate the street layout and hierarchy
of streets – from main streets to mews lanes – within the
development. Development that forms a large, inward-looking
pod in the countryside, or is the result of a bypass creating a
barrier to the surrounding landscape, is unlikely to have this
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connectivity and is more likely to have a hard-to-read and
poorly connected internal street pattern.
4.	Rules of assembly
The form of development needs to respond to human
characteristics if it is to work well for people. For example,
we walk at about 2-3mph and therefore need to be able to
meet our needs within 10 minutes’ walk, or about a half mile.
We construct mental maps of street patterns, and have an
expectation of where the main public buildings will be and the
direction of the river; in fact if we find ourselves in any town
that has grown gradually, we can usually find our way around
instinctively.

Whole Town
• Landscape structure
• Movement structure
• Neighbourhood stucture

Strategic

Neighbourhood
• Local movement network
• Densities and uses
• Street sections

Massing

Street and plot
• Architecture
• Public realm

DETAIL

We have a range of senses that have determined the ideal scale
of public places. We can discern body gestures up to 150m away
(the dimensions of sports stadia are determined by this), at 25m
we can recognise a friend’s face, at 12m facial expressions can
be read, and at 6m the subtleties of speech and gesture can be
conveyed. Spatial dimensions up to 6m can appear intimate,
while 30m is probably the maximum distance within which a
shared awareness between people is likely. The public realm
is common ground in both a geographic and spiritual sense: if
urban space is to promote healthy social contact, then its scale
is critical.
5.	Settlement history
The history of a town or quarter should inform the planning
decisions that we make today. Yet streets that developed over
centuries to accommodate people on foot and horse-drawn
wagons were seen as unfit for modern use by the second half
of the 20th century. For example, the proposed destruction
of Glasgow’s entire city centre in 1945, to be replaced by
development in the Modernist style and including a motorway
interchange, was typical of many towns and cities throughout
the UK. We now value such walkable places. The archaeology of
a town may be displayed in the local museum, but it should also
be evident in the streets today; these are anchors to the past.
6.	Adaptability
New places need time to settle into themselves. This means
that we should deliberately include the capacity for change and
adaptation, and avoid the temptation to fix every detail at the
outset and for all time. The following approaches can encourage
adaptability:
	
Allowing flexible building uses along main streets and
around public squares – to enable changes from, for
example, residential development to small shops or
services, and back to residential use.
	
Including a narrow area in front of buildings – to
accommodate adaptations to buildings.
	
Building extendable structures – to enable an increase in
floorspace within limits.
	
Providing wide pedestrian pavements in central areas – to
use for outdoor extensions to cafes etc.

•
•
•
•

Some of our most prized city centres were once modest residential
areas, but the buildings and streets are both robust and flexible,
enabling intensification and changes of use to take place yet with
much of the street scene intact; these are known as long-life and
loose-fit places. How many housing estates built today have that
capability for change?

2	The different scales of
urban design

Urban Design Directory ― 2021/22

10
introduction

New development
served by
secondary streets

Backsides to
existing streets

Segregated
land-uses

3

ARE WE ACHIEVING GOOD URBAN FORM?

A range of problems have been raised in recent studies. Transport for
New Homes’ report Garden Villages and Garden Towns: Visions and
Reality (2020) included research which found that most of the current
programme of Garden Villages and Garden Towns have been planned
in the wrong locations, far from town centres and rail stations; they
lack local facilities and their streets are designed around car use. The
study Location of Development (2018) commissioned by the Royal
Town Planning Institute found that only a fifth of new housing units
surveyed were within walking distance of a public transport node,
such as a railway station or tram stop.
A Housing Design Audit for England (2020) conducted by Matthew
Carmona at UCL for the CPRE, and supported by housing industry
organisations and a number of environmental charities including
the UDG, showed that there has been little improvement in housing
design quality nationally since audits were last conducted between
2004 and 2007. However, because this improvement is from a low
starting point – what CABE at the time called ‘an uncompromising and
unflattering picture’ – the large majority of new housing developments
are still assessed as ‘mediocre’ or ‘poor’. Three quarters of the audited
projects fell into these categories. The report finds that the worst new
estates lack nearby amenities such as shops, pubs and cafes. They
are unconnected to the surrounding areas, with few public transport
links, and do little to encourage cycling and walking.

4

WHY HAS IT GONE WRONG?

••
•

Good urban design usually embodies three key characteristics:
	It considers a range of spatial scales
	It contains projects that are delivered across different time scales,
and
	It can embrace multiple land ownerships.
Spatial scales – it is important to consider the context of a whole
town or sub-region, the three-dimensional form of new places,
through to the architectural and engineering details of those places.
Time scales – an urban design approach co-ordinates multiple
projects, each with different time frames. These might include
engineering infrastructure, early landscape works, or building on
different sites at different stages.
Land ownership – the real clients of urban design projects are those
who will live in and use the places created, so plans need to allow for
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3	Left: Existing market town
	Middle: What goes wrong
	Right: A better way to grow
4	The three axes with estate
building at one end and
town-making at the other
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Inverted
pseudo centres

‘Strategic’ sites out of town

Street-based
Urbanism

Primary frontages
extended and
intensified
Historic street over-engineered

Flexible mixed use
Funding for new
infrastructure from
wider catchment
’Another ring on the onion‘

Refurbishing
public realm

multiple land ownerships and be shaped by the landscape rather
than a single land-owner’s boundaries.
In short, good urban design needs to continually work at a range
of scales, across different timeframes and across ownership
boundaries. This can be represented by a three-axis graph where
at the origin are simple projects with a single spatial scale, a single
timeframe and a single land ownership. At the other end lie projects
which have resulted from a range of scales, contain multiple
projects with different timeframes, and often involve land under
multiple ownerships. At one end of the spectrum lie estate-building
projects (which are relatively easy) and at the other town-making
projects (relatively hard).

DOES OUR ‘PLAN-LED SYSTEM’ MAKE GOOD TOWNS?

The first stage in the local planning process is a district-wide issues
consultation (currently known as Regulation 18) accompanied by
a ‘Call for Sites’. This is an invitation for land owners to submit a
site to be considered for development. A map is compiled of the
submitted sites and further iterations of the local plan process invite
comments on their suitability. Land owners’ agents will argue that
their clients’ sites are the best for new development, while local
communities will oppose development because they know what they
will get; it is a hugely expensive and time-consuming exercise with
little creative thinking.

5

Invariably sites with the fewest objections tend to be chosen and
these are often poorly connected, have few constraints, lie on the
boundaries of political areas, and held in single ownership. Design
considerations are deferred largely until a scheme is brought
forward under the development management process.
However, this way at least 50 per cent of design decisions have
already been taken – consciously or unconsciously – in fixing a
location for new development. The location may rely on private
car ownership; if there are few surrounding street and footpath
connections, then the internal street layout is likely to be based
on random choices or personal whims, rather than any reasoned
connections to the wider area. With little or no existing street
structure to address, such sites turn inward, and with little throughmovement, struggle to attract mixed uses or establish a thriving
neighbourhood centre.

5	Good town growth is
impossible with the scatter
of proposed development
sites that result from the
call for sites process
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7

This is planning by arbitrary ownership boundaries rather than
town-making principles: the wrong location, not hefted to the
landscape, weakly connected, and poorly informed by local history.
It is little wonder then that studies of completed strategic housing
sites paint such a bleak picture. Strategic sites of upwards of 3,000
houses have populations of 7,000 people or more – the size of a
small town – and require a town-making approach rather than an
estate building exercise. Even at that scale its future residents will
need to travel for many services.

C.	Consultation on a draft plan – Develop an agreed vision with
the community
For each town, agree with local communities a vision for the
physical shape and character of each town.

When these isolated development pods ignore the surrounding
roads and streets, those streets risk being re-engineered to support
free-flowing car movement. Such road schemes, whether new roads
or road improvement schemes, are not often reviewed by other
designers or design review panels. Instead of becoming the high
streets or boulevards at the heart of new neighbourhoods, they are
too often conceived as car-dominated roads joining up development
pods in a local plan.
PUTTING DEVELOPMENT ON THE RIGHT PATH
Building towns means that strategic urban design considerations are
an integral part of the local plan process, and there is nothing in the
current or proposed changes to the planning system that prevent
this. A strategic urban design approach to the preparation of local
plans would not start with a call for sites, but would first develop a
shared vision for each town and follows this process:
A.	District wide issues consultation – Understand the character
of the town, constraints and opportunities
The underlying local landscape, ecosystems and microclimate
The historic context – its landscape and settlement history
The shape of the town, its street pattern and how this fits the
underlying topography
Architecture and the materials from which the town is made
Transport infrastructure, including rail and connections to the
region.
B.	District-wide options consultation – Explore options for
growth
Design options for growth could then be developed as
alternative scenarios through engagement with local
communities. This can become the basis for the local council
and community to agree the direction and form of growth,
creating the pattern of districts, neighbourhoods and open
spaces that make up a successful village, town or city.
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D.	Consultation on proposed submission plan and land
availability
Ascertain the availability of land identified for development.
Most land with any prospect of development has already been
‘optioned’ to developers or land speculators on the basis of its
future value, and so availability is unlikely to be an issue. Where
a land-owner is reluctant to make land available, a choice would
need to be made between a design solution or compulsory
purchase.
E.	Submission of Plan, examination and adoption
F.	Delivery – Design codes for principal streets and public
places
If urban design is about both the design of towns and making
things happen, then it must help local plans to transition from
policy setting to delivery mode. Simple site-specific codes can
set out the street design and the massing of buildings for the
principal streets and public places in the new areas.
Yet resources in local authorities are scarce, and there is pressure to
deliver growth in many regions. However, a strategic urban design
dimension to local plans and site allocation policies would help to
raise the quality of the built environment, reduce opposition to new
development, and speed up the planning and development process.
A ‘whole town’ approach would deliver good urban form that will
successfully function for centuries, increasing the urban capital, as
well as the natural capital, for those who come after us.

•

Roger Evans, urban designer, architect and town planner

6	Eight-lane highway linking
development pods
7	Alternative design
approach with the same
street conceived as a
destination.
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Inclusive Public
Spaces
Katja Stille considers the wider
opportunities of designing for children

In July 2020, the Urban Design Group ran a series of webinars to
explore how to deliver a better future for children. It soon became
clear that when we design for the needs of children, we can also
benefit a far wider audience, especially in the public realm.

FREEDOM AND MIXING

One of the most memorable and sad points to arise has been the
realisation of how much children’s freedom to roam has been
curbed. Neither intentionally nor by design, children’s independent
mobility has been eroded over several generations. This will have
happened slowly, with good intentions and as a reaction to changes
in streets that do not support a child-friendly environment. We
have heard numerous times about the need to create safer streets
through a reduction in traffic speeds and limiting vehicles in
residential environments. Nobody will argue with this, and yet with
few exceptions, we do not deliver safer streets, possibly because
children’s interests are not high enough on the political agenda. Do
we remember those years when we relied on our parents to take
us places? And didn’t they often arrive to take us home again too
early and just when we were playing? Didn’t we all argue for greater
independence? Remembering our own childhoods is a valuable
comparison.
Another noticeable point is the need to encourage opportunities
for intergenerational engagement. Too often we erect barriers (and
not always physical) that segregate different age groups. High fences
surround our schools, playgrounds are clearly demarcated, and
at worst design features to discourage teenagers from occupying
certain spaces. Yet children are often described as ‘social glue’.
‘Studies of mixed income communities show that most mixing
across social groups takes place between children. It is these
contacts – in nurseries, playgroups, schools and in public
spaces – that provide opportunities for adults to meet and
form relationships. Children provide a common ground and
shared interest between people in different [housing] tenures.
People with children have a high stake in the success of a
neighbourhood and the quality of its services.’

1

2

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2006), Mixed Communities:
Success & Sustainability

INDEPENDENT MOBILITY & INTERGENERATIONAL
ENGAGEMENT

Kings Crescent is an estate renewal project led by the London
Borough of Hackney. It has a long history of failed regeneration
attempts, partial demolitions and delays to improvement
works. Within the last few years, the first two phases have been
implemented, and the streets and residential blocks clearly
embrace play for all ages.
A play street, designed by muf Architecture, forms the central
spine for the new residential community and creates a direct, and
mostly car-free, link to Clissold Park, a large public open space.
The play street is a freely accessible space attracting residents
as well as passers-by of all ages to pause, sit, meet and play.

3

1–3	Play Street, Kings
Crescent, Hackney, a
natural link to the park
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The Home and Away diagram illustrates
the opportunities for play and healthy living
within the local area

45

HOME AND AWAY

Northstowe Phase 2 Healthy Living and Youth & Play Strategy

March 2018

15

HOME AND AWAY

Northstowe Phase 2 Healthy Living and Youth & Play Strategy

March 2018

‘Social and more active play is located in the centre of scheme,
reinforcing the value of the play street. Play in the central square
consolidates the role of the play street, layering play as a series
of carefully composed and intentionally theatrical structures.
Play in the courtyards is more informal and incidental,
embedded into the landscape treatment, creating small slides
and bridges amidst generous planting.’

15

Design and Access Statement for Kings Crescent Phases

In Phase 2 of Northstowe in Cambridgeshire, Homes England seeks
to go beyond the usual approach of delivering play in new residential
neighbourhoods by putting into practice the latest thinking. The
Health, Youth and Play Strategy (HYPS), prepared by Chris Blandford
Associates with support from Catherine Max Consulting (health
advice) and Rethinking Childhood (play advice), considers how play
can be embedded to encourage all future residents, whatever their
ages, to lead active and healthy lifestyles.
The strategy brings together a wealth of research and translates
this into a practical, implementable and enforceable strategy. Here
are seven key objectives for inclusive space:
	To ensure outdoor play, recreation and contact with nature are
part of everyday life through the seasons.
	To provide comprehensive opportunities for unsupervised play
and independent mobility within circulation routes and low traffic
environments.
	To provide Play on the way routes incorporating sequential
and incidental play elements from residential areas to key
destinations such as schools, shops, parks, leisure facilities and
other places of social interaction.
	To provide, alongside formal play facilities, a Playable Landscape
which is fundamental to the proposed thoroughfares and open
spaces.
	To ensure that play and recreation meet the needs of a diverse
range of age groups and abilities.
	To ensure that play and recreation provision promotes
opportunities for intergenerational cohesion and relationship
building.
	To ensure that play provision caters for the needs of

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Youth & Play Strategy

Youth & Play Strategy

The Home and Away diagram illustrates
the opportunities for play and healthy living
within the local area
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Practice name

Outdoor Space
Play
Sport
Productive Landscape
Outdoor Space
Zones / Townscape
Outdoor
Space
Play
Play
Sport
Sport
Productive Landscape
Productive
Landscape
Zones / Townscape
Zones
/ Townscapes

0m

25

l
Loca

14

5
Local Opportunities
Home
Neighbourhood Walk
Approx 880m
LAP
LEAP
Park
Orchard
Nature
Trail
Cycle Route
Bridleway
Swale
Wet Swale
Dry Swale

4	The Northstowe Home and
Away diagram illustrates the
opportunities for play and
healthy living within the local
area
5	A Neighbourhood Amble,
highlighting the potential
opportunities available on
the doorstep

15
introduction

LEGEND

6

Play on the way route

Neighbourhood notice board

Incidental play and fitness

Pedestrian connection

Petanque boule court

Ecological Trail

Space for imaginative play

Community Orchard

adjacent site

Towm Centre Loop (2kmn)

Local area of play (LAP)

Wider Town Loop 95km)

Surrounding landscape

existing Bridleway

Pocket parks

Vantage Point

Nature trail – Foraging route

Circuit A – 5km

Productiove planting / Fruit trees

Circuit B – 4.5km

Foraging interpretation board

Circuit C – 2.5km

Northstowe’s residents as well as people from the surrounding
neighbourhoods, and includes opportunities for wider community
integration.
This strategy has been put into practice and is currently being
implemented in the first residential neighbourhood delivered in
Phase 2. Urban Splash, Proctor&Matthews and Grant Associates
have applied the strategy in the first parcel of Northstowe
Phase 2, and are delivering play as an integral part of the new
neighbourhood. The elements include:
	An emphasis on productive plants through the Linear Urban Park
to create a Playful and Productive trail
	Incidental Play on the way features along the main route to the
school
	A community lawn within the park to allow for gatherings, fitness
and relaxation
	An immersive woodland walk through an existing tree belt, linking
to a wider ecological trail
	Local areas of play to encourage safe play, each one with a
different theme or focus
	A series of pocket parks across the scheme that provide
immersive green pockets for play and relaxation, and
	A variety of cycling, walking and jogging routes that link to the
wider circulation networks.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

7

Conclusions

These two examples demonstrate how play can be integrated
to encourage independent mobility, as well as a variety of
opportunities for intergenerational engagement by providing an
open invitation for play to everyone and a choice of activities. With
an unspecific public realm and street furniture, people are invited to
consider if this is play equipment or a place to sit. The best public
spaces are owned by everyone, are inclusive and not designed
specifically for one age group.

•

Katja Stille, Director, Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design,
and Chair of the Urban Design Group

8

6	Healthy Living and Youth
Play Strategy
7–8	Opportunities for
play and healthy
living within the local
area in Northstowe
and its surroundings,
from HYPS Strategy:
Woodland Garden and
Lime Tree Bosque
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— DAR
— Design by pod
—	The environmental dimension
partnership ltd
—	Feria Urbanism
— FPCR Environment & Design
—	Lambert smith hampton
— nicholas pearson Associates
— Place-make
—	Tapestry
—	the environment partnership (TEP) ltd
—	Thomas design REGENERATION &
CONSULTATION LTD
—	TOWNSCAPE SOLUTIONS LTD
— URBAN DESIGN BOX
— URBED
—	AR Urbanism
—	Bidwells
—	Glenn Howells Architects
—	GM Design Associates Ltd
—	IBI Group
— Metis Consultants Ltd
—	Neaves Urbanism
— Urban Design Solutions Ltd
— Urban Imprint Limited
— Urban Movement
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Alan Baxter
Humans have a fundamental need to interact with one another
and their environment. This understanding sits at the core of Alan
Baxter’s intuitive approach to urbanism.
Alan Baxter’s urban design work includes major projects for the
growth and regeneration of towns and cities across the UK and
internationally, bringing together their expertise in masterplanning,
transport and movement, heritage, site engineering and strategic
landscape design.

1

They are often called on to unlock challenging opportunities around
major brownfield sites, transport hubs and sensitive historic
environments, and are recognised for their thoughtful and locally
responsive design approach.

Experience

Alan Baxter’s understanding of bigger picture issues, combined with
their sensitivity towards local context, is evident in the places which
they have helped to shape over the last 40 years.
Recent multi-disciplinary projects include a town-wide masterplan
for Aylesbury Garden Town, the regeneration of Leicester’s city
centre Waterside, and the creation of a long-term masterplan and
conservation management plan for York Minster’s Precinct.
Alan Baxter support landowners and local authorities in
identifying sustainable locations for community growth to inform
local plan-making. They develop spatial strategies and design
guidance responding to local heritage, landscape and movement
patterns, taking projects from the earliest concepts through to
planning applications and design codes. They have designed new
communities at a range of scales including the award-winning
250 home Loftus Garden Village in South Wales and Thetford’s
5,000 home urban extension. Their work in sustainable movement
planning includes the movement strategy for Ashford in Kent and
for Bicester Eco-town.

1	Concept for an orbital Gardenway,
one of eight priority projects
identified in the Aylesbury Garden
Town vision and masterplan
2	New streets connect seamlessly
into the existing urban fabric,
Loftus Garden Village, Newport
for (Seren Group) Pobl. Best
Residential Development of the
year, Insider Wales Property
Awards, 2016, Image credit: Pobl

3	A Conservation Plan and
Masterplan providing the long
term development strategy for
York Minster’s precinct, which is to
be adopted as a Neighbourhood
Plan
4	Illustrative masterplan for a new
city centre community on the
banks of the River Soar, Leicester
Waterside SPD for Leicester City
Council

LONDON
75 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EL
020 7250 1555

Clare Coats
ccoats@alanbaxter.co.uk
Trenton Williams
twilliams@alanbaxter.co.uk

aba@alanbaxter.co.uk
www.alanbaxter.co.uk

UDG Patron – Alan Baxter CBE
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Urban design
Masterplanning
Civil Engineering
Conservation
Environmental Planning
Graphic Design
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Town Planning

Transport Planning
Structural engineering
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We are place-makers who work at every scale; from bespoke light
sculptures to entirely new cities. We are passionate about the role of
design to improve everyday life. Through our integrated approach to
urban design we are able to create positive change to every aspect
of the environment we live in. Our BDP Urbanism studio brings
together the expertise of urban designers, architects, landscape
architects and urban planners, and experience in projects,
including:

•
•
•
•
•

	Town and city centre regeneration strategies – such as

1

Whitechapel and Aberdeen City Centre Visions
	Residential and mixed use masterplans – Ashchurch Garden
Town, Harrow View and Hale Village Masterplans
	Area-wide design guides – Maldon District Design Guide and Arun
District Design Guide
	Site specific design guidance – South Tees Employment Area
Design Guidance and Two Waters Masterplan Guidance
	Feasibility studies and development briefs – Rick Roberts Way
(Stratford), Spray Street (Woolwich), and High Town (Luton)
Masterplans.

Our clients cover public and private sectors, and represent regions,
cities and towns around the world. Working alongside them we
are able to assist at every stage of a project, from the creation of
an inspirational vision, preparation of a robust masterplan to the
development of detailed designs and their delivery. Our experience
ranges from the preparation of feasibility studies for small urban
sites and design guides for rural districts, to the delivery of
masterplans for major residential, employment and mixed use sites
throughout Europe and worldwide.

2

3
1 Y
 ork Castle Gate Place-making
Vision 1 Harrow View Masterplan
2 Harrow View Masterplan
3 Hale Village Masterplan
4 Basing View Place-making Vision

4

London
16 Brewhouse Yard
Clerkenwell
London EC1V 4LJ
020 7812 8000
www.bdp.com
London – Gergana Draganova
gergana.draganova@bdp.com

Manchester – Francis Glare
francis.glare@bdp.com
London, Manchester,
Bristol, Glasgow, Sheffield,
Birmingham, Dublin,
Rotterdam, New Dehli,
Singapore, Shanghai, Abu
Dhabi, Toronto

Urban design
Masterplanning
Architecture
Branding and Identity
Design
Civil Engineering
Conservation
Environmental Planning
Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture

Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning
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Broadway
Malyan
Broadway Malyan is a global architecture, urbanism and design
practice, dedicated to creating places that provide a lasting legacy
and cater to the needs of today and tomorrow. We apply our
collective expertise of our 70 urbanism staff to the planning and
design of places that are resilient, sustainable and attractive to the
market.
We work at all scales across the UK and internationally, covering
projects including: regional and city planning; development
frameworks for districts and urban quarters; and individual
developments and site specific solutions. Our global network
of 15 planning and design studios spans the disciplines of:
masterplanning; urban planning and design; architecture; and
landscape planning and design. We also offer branding, graphic
communications and multi-media outputs that convey our
messaging to support our compelling concepts. We lead and
manage complex high profile projects coordinating our own
expertise with respected partner firms that cover the full scope of
service.
Broadway Malyan is an agile, responsive and proactive practice
focused on sustainable, innovative, market-oriented ideas and
concepts that can help reposition your development. We promote
evidence-based solutions that instil a real sense of place and
identity while boosting economic potential.

1

2

As the global landscape shifts and transforms, we strive to remain
at the forefront of leading urban design and architecture through
the application of new technologies and keeping climate-resilience,
experiential place-making, health and well-being, transit-oriented
development, and unique, creative, human-centric design at the
heart of all we do.

3

1	Calthorpe Estates Masterplan,
Birmingham
2	Longcross Garden Village, Surrey
3	Snow Hill Public Realm, Birmingham
4	Abu Dhabi Media Park, Abu Dhabi

4

London
Holmes House
4 Pear Place
London SE1 8BT
020 7261 4200
www.broadwaymalyan.com
broadwaymalyan

Jeff Nottage
j.nottage@broadwaymalyan.com
James Rayner
j.rayner@broadwaymalyan.com
Monika Bik
m.bik@broadwaymalyan.com
London, Birmingham, Manchester,
Reading, Abu Dhabi, Lisbon,
Madrid, Mumbai, Shanghai and
Singapore
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Design
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Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

GIS & Urban Analytics

We pursue the art of place-shaping through our core disciplines of
town planning, urban design and landscape architecture.
We take a context-driven approach to promote, shape and assess
development at all scales, and are frequently instructed on some of
the most complex and sensitive projects in the UK.
Our involvement ranges from initial site selection, audits and
visioning, through outline, reserved matters and detailed planning
stages to implementation.

1

3

2

4

1
2
3
4

Birmingham
Unit 6
133-137 Newhall Street
Birmingham B3 1SF
0121 237 1901
www.wearedefine.com

Andy Williams
andy@wearedefine.com
Wes Sedman
wes@wearedefine.com

Urban design
Masterplanning 3D
Visualisation
Architecture
Branding and Identity
Design
Conservation
Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation

The Elms, Thame
Alkerden Barn, Ebbsfleet
New Garden Village Concept
Calverton Green, Milton Keynes

Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning
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David Lock Associates Ltd

1

David Lock Associates is an award-winning independent town
planning, urban design and masterplanning consultancy with over
30 years of experience providing expert advice to the development
industry. Our focus is on the practical delivery of projects to
achieve great places derived from clear visions, where sustainable
and healthy communities can thrive. We combine creativity and
pragmatism in equal measure for our public and private clients.
We advise landowners and developers in planning and securing
consent for new homes, jobs, transport infrastructure, retail and
education. We advise business and civic leaders on city visioning;
we work with local authorities and stakeholders on regeneration
masterplans and growth scenarios; and we help developers and
investors bring sites to market.
Our legacy includes many of the UK’s strategic new settlements and
urban extensions, now home to growing residential and business
communities. Looking to the future, we are actively engaged
in debates around comprehensive approaches to housing and
infrastructure delivery.

Our practice is owned by an Employee Benefit Trust on behalf of all
our employees.
DESIGN AT DLA: PEOPLE-PLACE-PLANET
As a design centred practice, we embrace an ethos which strives
to nurture consensus and ensure our masterplanning and design
interventions help to create better places for people and better
outcomes for our planet.
We are problem solvers working at the micro to macro scale.
Our plans aim to reconcile the seemingly irreconcilable through
thoughtful appreciation of character and context, through
collaborative teamwork and a drive to identify visionary yet
deliverable solutions, and through a desire to provide excellent
spatial frameworks as the foundation for better and beautiful
places.
We welcome applications from talented, ambitious and likeminded
individuals.

Skilled practitioners and advocates, our team includes people with
backgrounds in planning, architecture, urban design, landscape
architecture, surveying, transport, civil engineering, graphic design,
GIS and AutoCAD.
Milton Keynes
50 North Thirteenth Street
Central Milton Keynes
MK9 3BP
01908 666276

Joanne Cave
jcave@davidlock.com
Simon Pugh
spugh@davidlock.com

www.davidlock.com
@DavidLockAssoc
davidlockassoc
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2

4

3

1	Artist’s impression of
proposed new SW Cambridge
neighbourhood
2	New community mixed use
centre
3	Marston Valley New Garden
Community
4	Milton Keynes 2050 TOD
concept
5	CGI master plan visualisation at
Chesterwell, Colchester

5
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IDP
IDP is a place-led design practice with an integrated urbanism
approach, which combines our urban design, architecture and
landscape architecture skills as a single design process. This enables
us to develop strategic masterplans through to detailed
deliverable building designs with design team collaboration
embedded in a single design process.
We harness our architectural experience to create real workable
masterplans that create unique environments sensitive to their local
context. Using our clear understanding of complexity, typological,
three dimensional and the functional characteristics of all building
and space uses, we can create masterplans that harness the
potential of all uses to create strong places that function and can be
delivered predictably to completion.

Our key urbanism specialisms include
	Major full planning applications with bespoke design. We are

•

very comfortable managing and delivering designs for very large
projects without the benefit of an outline consent. We use our
integrated design approach to bring together urban strategies,
building designs and landscape into a single proposal, constantly
making design decisions across all disciplines with equal
weighting.
	Competitions – we have substantial experience delivering
successful competition design projects for a wide range of
clients. We know how to retain a focus on quality and work at
pace to bring together urban design, architecture and landscape
to form inspiring places that capture stakeholder imagination.
E
 state Regeneration – Often technically complex and led by
community consultation, our integrated urbanism approach
allows us to deliver homes, parks and streets working with local
residents to shape their future. We retain a focus on composition
and place-quality, always employing site-specific approaches to
maximise place quality, whilst balancing the complex technical,
phasing and delivery requirements that these projects usually
incorporate. The more complicated, the more our distinctive
skills stand out from the crowd.
D
 esign Guides & Codes – We regularly deliver projects from
strategic land planning through to detailed design. This
commonly includes the creation of design codes and guides.
Our codes are based on an understanding of how projects are
delivered, and as such our codes are embedded with details and
relationships that can be realised in full.
	Detailed Housing Layout Design – We believe in ensuring that
good urban design intent is delivered at the detail scale. As
such, our urban designers lead the detailed layout design of
our housing and mixed use projects, to ensure the strength of
detail is not lost. We combine this with a strong commercial
sense to create environments rich with composition, rhythm

•
•
•
•

Coventry
27 Spon Street
CV1 3BA
02476 527600

Ben Flippance
bflippance@idpgroup.com

www.weareidp.com
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•

and character. Working at all scales and markets, from intimate
affordable housing projects to major urban extensions and garden
villages, the same place-focused philosophy underpins our
process.
L andscape / Townscape Visual Impact Assessments – our
landscape planning and architecture team provides expert
advice in the assessment of the visual impact of projects whether
this be high rise towers in an urban context or sensitive rural
assessments.

IDP are adaptable and measured, creating smart solutions that
address complicated design challenges. We always remain focused
on place quality and the idea that everything we do will be lived in,
played on, and worked in. Lives are lived for decades and maybe
centuries among the places and spaces we create, so for us, it’s
important to get things very right.

1	Kew, Southport – Masterplan,
Design Code and detailed design,
delivered through extensive
consultation and centred on a
re-imagined Victorian grid iron
plan. Incorporating 700 homes,
retirement village, business park
and retail space
2	Wyton on the Hill, Garden Village –
solar orientated masterplan design
to support a single full planning
application including 850 homes,
GP surgery, primary school, and

business park
3	Wokingham Town Centre – tertiary
street detailed design
4	Hardingstone, Northampton –
School and community centre
design as part of urban centre
5	Telford Millennium Village – study
area exploring relationship of
buildings with pocket park and
street junction
6	Hardingstone, Northampton –
contemporary ‘Arts and Crafts’
homes set to shape a pocket park

Urban design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation

Regeneration
Streetscape Design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Illustration
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2

3

4

5

6
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Iceni Projects
The Design Team at Iceni Projects is a group of creative individuals
who use design to create places where communities can
flourish. Our projects include the sensitive extension of existing
neighbourhoods, the masterplanning of new villages and towns.
We also design for the reuse and regeneration of existing urban
places. We work at an extensive range of scales, from the strategic
demands of conurbations, to the individual design of public spaces.
Collaboration is the key to our success, as it leads to consensus in
serving the client and community’s requirements. The team is part
of the wider Iceni group that offer integrated and comprehensive
expertise.

1

Envisioning

We provide concept schemes of what new urban environments can
look and feel like. This is the case whether these are embedded
within established urban spaces, as a part of a planned new
settlement or the redevelopment of brownfield land.
We foster community involvement as a way of advancing
masterplans. Our consultation and workshop-based techniques
effectively engage stakeholders in the plan-making and development
process, bringing together public, private and community sectors to
create a common vision and sense of ownership.

Technical delivery

As part of establishing a concept masterplan or urban design, we
ensure technical and economic compliance to clients’ requirements.

2

Often based on the background preparation of proving layouts, our
methods of producing design codes are particularly valuable as they
assist in developing detailed parcel designs and address different
audiences. They support the technical certainty needed for setting
quality aspirations and values, and can even support equalisation
discussions.

••
••
••

Our range of services includes:
	Visioning and Concept Design
	Feasibility and Capacity Studies
	Contextual and Townscape Analysis
	Design Frameworks
	Masterplans and Land Audits
	Design & Access Statements

3

1	‘Beds on sheds’ illustration
2	Illustrative masterplan for a large
site in Bushey, Hertfordshire
3	Local centre perspective, part of a
masterplan in Scraptoft

London
Da Vinci House
44 Saffron Hill
London EC1N 8FH
020 3640 1014
www.iceniprojects.com
@iceniprojects

Paul Drew
pdrew@iceniprojects.com
Offices also in:
Edinburgh
Glasgow
Manchester
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JTP
JTP is an award-winning international place-making practice
of architects and masterplanners, with extensive experience of
delivering successful projects for both public and private sectors
throughout the UK, Europe, Russia and the Middle East.
We are passionate about place-making, but we know that unless
places answer the real needs of those who use them, they engage no
one. It is only when buildings and spaces respond to people’s needs
that they can truly be called a place.

1

We specialise in harnessing human energy by using participatory
techniques pioneered and honed over two decades, to build
collaborative visions for our projects with the very people who will
go on to use them.
From our studios in London and Edinburgh, we undertake placemaking projects at every scale – cities to towns, neighbourhoods
to streets, individual buildings to the spaces between buildings
– creating new places and breathing life into old ones. We
approach all our projects with a process of understanding,
engaging and creating, which together we call Collaborative
Placemaking. This means putting people at the heart of the creative
process, unearthing the real needs of a community, empowering
stakeholders, creating goodwill, inspiring community spirit and
building consensus.

2

Our unique approach has received high praise, recognised with over
200 design awards over the past twenty years. In 2019, JTP was
named Building Design's Best Architect Employer of the Year and
AJ100 Employer of the Year. More recently, we were listed in the
Sunday Times 100 Best Small Companies to Work For in 2020.

3
1	Knowle Park in Cranleigh delivers
a new neighbourhood that reflects
the area’s rich local character
2	A vibrant new waterside
destination in the heart of Bristol
3	Transforming a derelict brownfield
site into a thriving community
4	Rugeley Power Station is a
new settlement built on green
principles which promote active
lifestyles

4

LONDON
Unit 5, The Rum Warehouse
Pennington Street
London E1W 2AP
020 7017 1780
EDINBURGH
21 Calton Road
Venue Studios
Edinburgh EH8 8DL

Marcus Adams
info@jtp.co.uk
www.jtp.co.uk

Urban design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Branding and Identity
Design
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design

Town Planning
Transport Planning
Community Planning

Sustainability/ Climate Change
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Lavigne Lonsdale
Lavigne Lonsdale is an award-winning multi-disciplinary design
practice with studios in Truro (Cornwall) and Bath. We work
throughout the UK and abroad and have particular project
experience in the South West of England. We are a diverse and
capable team made up of Master Planners, Urban Designers,
Architects, Landscape Architects & Planners.
Our experience includes:
Town centre visions: We have prepared “vision” studies on behalf of
public sector clients for Barnstaple, Truro, Falmouth and Penzance
in addition to working with the Princes Foundation for Building
Communities in Wirksworth, Newmarket, Torbay and West Winch/
Kings Lynn. These studies include socio-economic, transport,
historic and spatial analysis to understand how places work and
how they can be improved through contextual interventions.
Town centre regeneration: Following on from the wider town centre
visions, our team is delivering a number of regeneration projects
in sensitive locations including Coal Orchard in Taunton, Spring
Gardens in Tewksbury, Backlands in Penzance. These are public
sector led mixed use schemes aiming to increase day and night-time
footfall in our town centres.
Large scale urban extensions: We have 20 years of experience of
delivering large scale urban extensions for residential and mixeduse masterplans. These have included Sherford New Town, Plymouth
(5500 homes), Chichester (Whitehouse Farm 1,600 houses), Truro
(Maidengreen 650 houses, 100,000 sq ft retail/employment space),
Basingstoke (Manydown 8,000 homes), Hayle (1,500 homes),
Launceston (900 homes), Torquay, Edginswell (650 homes).

1

2

Small/medium scale development planning: We work with a
number of smaller, local developers to deliver housing schemes
for 1 unit to 350+ homes, particularly on sensitive sites where our
integrated landscape planning and architecture team can design
robust, contextual and exemplar schemes.

1 Coal Orchard –
urban regeneration
2 Cornwall Council
masterplanning –
urban extension and urban
regeneration
3 Sherford New Town – large
scale urban extension

Truro
22 Lemon Street
Truro
Cornwall TR1 2LS
01872 273118
www.lavignelonsdale.co.uk
@lavignelonsdale

3

Martyn Lonsdale
info@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
Recognised Practitioner
Martyn Lonsdale (BA Hons)
DIPLA, CMLI, DipUD
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LHC Design

1

2

3

4

LHC Design is a multi-award winning team of urban designers,
architects, landscape architects and graphic designers, based
in Exeter, Plymouth, St Austell and working across the country.
Our team provides an integrated approach to strategic visioning,
regeneration, urban renewal, masterplanning and public realm
projects.

We have a well-deserved reputation for achieving planning consent
for sensitive sites e.g. in AONBs, listed buildings, protected
landscapes and conservation areas. This reputation is founded
on our skills as urban designers and architects, but also on our
expertise in landscape and visual appraisal, community consultation
and graphic communication.

We operate at all scales of the development and regeneration
process, developing conceptual design and feasibility appraisals
to enable early assessment of potential viability and options.
Our iterative approach maintains the connection between design
innovation and technical deliverability.

We are creative, knowledgeable, practical and passionate about
designing sustainable communities which sit naturally with the
history, context and landscape of their location.

Our work is always underpinned by close collaboration between our
core design teams, and workshop working with our clients and key
stakeholders.

••
••

A multi-disciplinary practice
Experienced and qualified professionals
An integrated and iterative approach
Collaborative working with clients and stakeholders.

1	West Carclaze Garden Village
2	Masterplan for homes in Newton
Poppleford, East Devon
3	Yeovil Design Guide
4	Oliver Buildings, Barnstaple

exeter

The Design Studio
Emperor Way
Exeter
Devon EX1 3QS
01392 444334
www.lhc.net
@LHCArchitecture

Paul Osborne
posborne@lhc.net
Offices also in:
Plymouth
St Austell

Urban design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Branding and Identity
Design
Conservation
Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation

Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Recognised Practitioner
Paul Osborne
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LUC
LUC is a multi award-winning planning, impact assessment,
landscape design, ecology and geospatial consultancy with
expertise across a broad cross-section of environmental disciplines.
Established in 1966 as the UK’s first multi-disciplinary environmental
consultancy, we help a wide range of clients navigate the
increasingly complex relationships between the built and natural
environments. Innovation remains front and centre as we respond to
new challenges, our clients’ changing needs, and the opportunities
presented by new technologies.

1

As a founding signatory of the UK Landscape Architects Declare
Climate & Biodiversity Emergency petition, we strive for climatepositive solutions that are not only creative and sustainable, but
also practical and affordable.
Our design approach is based on a thorough understanding of each
site, its context, constraints and opportunities. We work with, not
against, these ingredients to produce rich, thoughtful and locally
distinctive design responses of exceptional quality.
We understand that the spatial experience of our towns and cities
is fundamental in establishing distinctive, sociable and enduring
places.

2

At the strategic masterplanning scale, we promote climate-positive
place-making design principles to: ensure that the public realm
is spatially stimulating; prioritise pedestrians and cycling
connectivity; promote activity and vitality; and, help to improve
well-being, as well as economic performance.
As the requirements of our urban environment change, particularly
following global events such as Coronavirus, we believe that urban
design stands at the forefront of planning and the built environment.
The challenge of social distancing within the streetscape has pushed
the public realm up the agenda and requires flexible and innovative
design solutions.

1	Regeneration of Cassiobury Park
2	Landscape design and masterplan
for The Eden Project
3	New Waterside Campus for
University of Northampton
4	Landscape masterplan for Royal
Museums Greenwich National
Maritime Museum

LONDON

250 Waterloo Road
London SE1 8RD
020 7383 5784
www.landuse.co.uk
@LUCtweeting

Adrian Wikeley, Tom Jonson,
Duncan McLean
urbandesign@landuse.co.uk
Offices also in:
Bristol
Manchester
Glasgow
Edinburgh

3

4

Urban design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Conservation
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change
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Ecology
Landscape Planning
Heritage
Recognised Practitioner
Duncan McLean

Metropolis is a close-knit team of multi-disciplinary professionals
working across urban design, masterplanning, town planning and
architecture. We have a very diverse range of projects and an equally
diverse group of clients, many of whom are very long-standing.
Urban design is a challenging world that requires an experienced
and creative team of resourceful people. For us, the focus of what
we do and the satisfaction that we get from it is helping to get great
projects built.
We pride ourselves on our ability to communicate our schemes
with local communities and to build consensus. We find that this
produces a better scheme and a faster, more confident and less
contentious planning process.

EXPERTISE
	Urban design analysis for the development of masterplans,

1

4

2

•
••
•
•

architectural concepts, schemes and capacity studies
Public consultation in support of design proposals
Large-scale residential and mixed use masterplanning projects
	Assessments and justifications for major central London
developments including tall building proposals
Design briefs, best practice guidance and design coding.

1	Cheshunt Lakeside, Broxbourne,
Station Hub
2 Cheshunt Lakeside, Masterplan
3 Cheshunt Lakeside, Design Code
4 St. John’s, Chelmsford
5 Chapel Riverside, Southampton

5

lonDon

4 Underwood Row
London N1 7Lq
020 7324 2662
www.metropolispd.com

3

Greg Cooper
Ian Conneely
info@metropolispd.com

Masterplanning
architecture
puBlic consultation
regeneration
sustainaBility assessMents
toWn planning
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New masterplanning
Masterplanning is a specialist skill. NEW is a specialist independent
masterplanning company with expertise in urban design,
architecture, landscape architecture, strategic planning, community
engagement and graphic design.
Good masterplanning creates better places. It improves public
health, enhances value, reduces costs and creates consensus. We
have won awards for high quality of urban design, site layout and
landscaping, excellence in planning and balancing of community
and landowner interests.

1

Our commitment to high quality urban design and our
understanding of commercial viability continue to attract new
clients and exciting projects. We are delivering bespoke housing
developments, commercial, leisure and retail schemes for local
authorities and government agencies, national developers,
landowners and house-builders. Our projects include high density
city centre regeneration through to Garden City urban extensions
and stand-alone mixed use communities.
Our range of skills enables us to see the full physical and economic
potential of places. We communicate this potential to clients,
councils and stakeholders, and deliver it through high quality,
viable masterplans, design codes and architectural layouts. We
communicate our proposals through hand-drawn masterplans and
sketches, CAD layouts, CGIs and computer and physical models.

1 Buckover Garden Village for St. Modwen & Tortworth Estate
2	Andover Town Centre Framework for Test Valley Borough Council
3	Chalgrove 21st Century Town for Homes England

2

3

POOLE
107 Bournemouth Road
Poole BH14 9HR
01202 742228

Andy Ward, Hans van Bommel
and Lora White
office@newmasterplanning.com

www.newmasterplanning.com
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Pegasus Group is a leading development consultancy in the
UK specialising in planning, design, environment, economics,
transportation and heritage. We work in collaboration with
our clients to provide bespoke solutions focusing on delivering
successful outcomes and maximising value.

practices

Pegasus Group

1

All aspects of design play a fundamental part of the development
process. It is about making places that respond to planning,
architectural, environmental and engineering objectives in an
integrated way.
Pegasus Group’s experience embraces all types of schemes within
the development industry from large-scale urban extensions,
strategies for area regeneration to renewable energy to residential
schemes.
Our work is often in support of planning applications and we have
an excellent understanding of the development control process and
planning policy requirements in relation to design. Some of our core
services include:

••
••
••
••
•

2

	Architecture
	Urban Design and Masterplanning
	Landscape Design
	Detailed Site Layouts
	Design Codes and Guides
	Development Frameworks
	Design and Access Statements
	Public Realm Strategies
	Movement Network Studies
3

5

4

Recognised Practitioners
Michael Carr, Edward Turner, Andrew Gilsenan

1	Create Yorkshire, Yorkshire
2	Plasdŵr Garden City, Cardiff
3	Soham Eastern Gateway, East Cambridgeshire
4	Heyford Park, Oxfordshire
5	Monksmoor Farm, Daventry

Sutton Coldfield
5 The Priory, Old London Road
Canwell, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B75 5SH
0333 0160 777
www.pegasusgroup.co.uk
@pegasusgroup
Pegasus_Group
Pegasus_Group

Michael Carr
enquiries@pegasusgroup.co.uk
Offices also in:
Birmingham, Bracknell, Bristol,
Cambridge, Cirencester, Dublin,
East Midlands, Edinburgh,
Leeds, Liverpool, London,
Manchester, Newcastle,
Peterborough, Solent

Masterplanning
Urban Design
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Branding and Id Design
Civil Engineering
Conservation
Economic Development
Education & Training
Environmental Planning

Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture
Market Analysis
Product Design
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability Town
Planning
Transport Planning
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Pro Vision

1

2

Putting people at the heart of placemaking
Pro Vision has a highly skilled urban design team embedded in
a multi-disciplinary practice. Our projects range from strategic
visioning and large-scale masterplans to infill development in
an existing neighbourhood. We excel in creating high quality,
sustainable and long-lasting places with a tangible sense of identity
where people can thrive.

aspirations to maximise land values and achieve efficient use of
land. We use state-of-the-art software to create engaging visuals
and animations to illustrate our work.

How we work
At Pro Vision, we work collaboratively with clients, other
professionals and the community to define visions for placemaking.
We strive to capture the distinctiveness and opportunities
inherently within each project.
Urban design by its nature requires a multidisciplinary, integrated
approach and Pro Vision is well placed to deliver this. We employ
highly qualified and experienced urban designers, architects, town
planners and ecologists. By bringing together this professional
expertise, we achieve innovative and robust design solutions,
resolving even the most complex challenges.
We combine the visionary and creative with practicality to create
high quality schemes that are functional and viable. We seek to
enhance the built and natural environments while meeting client
Winchester
The Lodge
Highcroft Road
Winchester SO22 5GU
01794 368 698

Hatem Nabih
hatemn@pro-vision.co.uk

www.pro-vision.co.uk
provisionpaud
ProVisionPAUd
ProVisionPAUD
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Places for people
Pro Vision is a multidisciplinary practice dedicated to making places
with a strong identity where people want to live, work, learn and
play. We believe that understanding the aspirations of local people
as well as our clients and local physical context helps to create
better designs and build support for schemes from the beginning.
The collaborative way we work combined with our creative approach
to urban design allows us to better understand the issues and
generate real value for our clients.
Our professionals are experienced in both leading and supporting
multi-disciplinary teams and frequently work with external
consultants who specialise in drainage, landscape and highway
design.
Pro Vision
Established in 1996, Pro Vision is an independent, employee owned
practice. We take pride in delivering well-designed schemes that
work for our client, the setting and end users. Our clients tell us
they value our creative and professional approach.
Urban Design
Masterplanning
Strategic Planning
Town Planning
Architecture
Ecology
Regeneration
Public consultation
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4

3	Illustrative Masterplan for residential
development, secondary school and
ecological zone in Edenbridge, Kent
4	Hand sketch for urban extension in
Kent
5	Computer generated vision for
home zone, within new residential
development in Wimborne, Dorsey
6	Integrating landscape design and
sustainable urban drainage creating
accessible open space at care home
in Kent

3

1	Strategic planning and
examination of settlement
extension opportunities in
Andover, Hampshire, UK
2	Examining settlement extension
opportunity in Calne, Wiltshire

5

6
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Randall Thorp
An award-winning consultancy with over 30 years’ experience
in delivering place-making solutions that benefit our clients,
communities and the wider environment.
Our large-scale masterplanning and implementation work for
new settlements has been widely recognised as an exemplar of
best practice for residential schemes and green infrastructure,
winning two Landscape Institute awards, numerous construction
industry awards and being included in national design and
planning guidance. Over 30 years’ experience with Cambourne
new settlement has provided us with a particular skillset suited
to the complexities of delivering large-scale mixed use schemes.
As a result, we have assisted a range of clients involved in some of
the UK’s major developments, including: Bicester – the UK’s first
eco-town, the redevelopment of Pinewood film studios into the UK’s
largest media production facility, as well as a growing number of
proposed garden villages and urban extensions.
In 2019 our work at Beaulieu, Chelmsford, (for Countryside
Properties) was included in the National Design Guide as an example
of how high quality public space can integrate movement, local
facilities, play, outdoor amenity and biodiversity net gain.
Our objective is to provide all our clients with consistently good
solutions, which balance new ideas with best practice to meet their
needs.
We aim to be efficient, flexible, friendly and responsive; and provide
value for money both in design solutions and consultancy service.

1

2

Manchester
Beehive Lofts
Jersey Street
Manchester M4 6JG
0161 2287721

3

Dick Longdin FLI
dlongdin@randallthorp.com

www.randallthorp.co.uk
RandallThorpMCR
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Recognised Practitioner
Dick Longdin FLI
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1	Hindley Urban Extension.
Masterplan consultant for
partnership of Wigan Council and
Peel Developments
2	Extract from Cambourne West
Design Code. Urban design
principles. Masterplan consultants
and landscape architects
3	Lower Cambourne and
Cambourne Country Park.
Masterplan consultants and
landscape architects for multiaward winning new settlement

4

5

6

4	Beaulieu, Chelmsford: Masterplan
consultants and landscape
architects for phase 1 of this multi
award-winning scheme featured
as a ‘best practice exemplar’ in the
National Design Guide.
5	Visualisation for Penwortham
urban extension prepared by
Randall Thorp
6	Barnard Gate Garden Village.
Masterplan consultants and
landscape architects
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Planning and Design Group Ltd

1

Providing innovation and creativity and a range of consultant
services in the fields of planning, urban design, masterplanning
and heritage through dedication, hard work and research. We aim
to drive forward deliverable, commercially viable and sustainable
development.
Our expert team will help you unlock value in your sites, explore and
create a vision for your projects and guide you smoothly through the
planning system. With a wealth of experience, we offer a bespoke,
competitive and highly professional service to a wide range of
clients, including landowners and estate managers, pension funds,
local authorities, housebuilders, county councils, strategic land
promoters, government bodies including the NHS and MOD, schools
and universities, as well as agents and architects.

4

Nottingham
Pure Offices, Lake View Drive,
Sherwood Park,
Nottingham NG15 0DT
01623 726256

2

1 Infinity Garden Village
2 Creswell, Derbyshire
3 Oakwood, Derby
4 Example Design Work

3

Richard Hall
richard.hall@panddg.co.uk
www.panddg.co.uk
richard.hall_panddg

LONDOn
5 St John’s Lane
London EC1M 4BH
020 7549 2858

Urban Design Directory ― 2021/22

Masterplanning
Urban Design
3D Visualisation
Conservation
Economic Development
Education & Training
Environmental Planning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design

Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning

39
practices

Savills Urban Design Studio
Savills Urban Design Studio is delivering masterplanning and place
making projects throughout the UK and Ireland. We pride ourselves
on our approach to creating viable and sustainable design solutions
for private and public sector clients.

EXPERIENCE

Our award-winning urban design team has a balance of expertise
to ensure that all design aspects of development can be fully
appreciated; we include specialists in masterplanning, architecture,
landscape architecture, design review and town planning alongside
property development advice.
Our challenge is to create valued places of lasting quality. Not only
do we understand that delivering good quality design adds value,
but working with our development colleagues we can maximise that
value too – maximum value from selective intervention.

1

We work with institutional investors, public agencies, local
authorities, and developers, in relation to a variety of projects.
We also engage with individuals and community groups about
their own homes and local environment. Across this spectrum
we consider the involvement of wide-ranging interests to be the
essence of the success, ownership and design of good places.

our SERVICES

Masterplanning, townscape assessment, development frameworks,
architectural competitions, feasibility studies, public engagement,
design and access statements, design codes, design review, urban
design training, and action plans.

2

1	Sustainable drainage
concept
2	Horsham Enterprise Park,
West Sussex
3	South Maple Cross centre

3

LONDON
33 Margaret Street
London W1G 0JD
02 380 713900
www.savills.co.uk/urbandesign
Head of Studio
Peter Frankum
pfrankum@savills.com

Offices also in:
Dublin – Barry Gaffney
bgaffney@savills.com
London – Andy Dowding
bgaffney@savills.com
Oxford – Andrew Raven
araven@savills.com
Southampton – Chris Odgers
codgers@savills.com

URBAN DESIGN
MASTERPLANNING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
REGENERATION
TOWNSCAPE ASSESSMENT

Recognised Practitioners
Ruth Bishop
Peter Frankum
Barry Gaffney
Stephanie Politis
Andrew Raven
Charlotte Savage
Victoria Tucker
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Terence
O’Rourke
TOR is at the forefront of designing new settlements, large-scale
mixed use urban extensions and urban regeneration. Many of the
projects that we secure planning permission for are now being built
and lived in. One of our key strengths is the integrated nature of our
design, planning and environmental skills.
We are passionate about creating places in which strong
communities can establish and that will be truly sustainable in the
long term. Importantly, on many of our projects we are appointed
from initial site promotion through to delivery. This means that we
fully understand the complex issues that are critical to the project
delivery and successful Place-making.
We have extensive experience of producing promotion material,
outline planning application material, design codes, designing
primary infrastructure and preparing detailed reserved matters
applications. This broad range allows us to understand what is
required at each stage of the process to facilitate successful long
term outcomes.

1

As a company we remain committed to a core objective of creating
great places to live and work with a lasting legacy.

2

3

1	Regeneration scheme, north
London
2	Concept sketch for a canal side
mixed use local centre
3	Exploration of social living spaces
as part of a Garden Village master
plan

London
7 Heddon Street
London W1B 4BD
020 3664 6755
www.torltd.co.uk
torltd
terence-o'rourke-ltd

Ian Platt
Ian.platt@torltd.co.uk
Other offices also in:
Bournemouth
Birmingham
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Tibbalds is a well established multi-disciplinary practice. We
have a highly experienced team that has expertise in planning,
architecture, landscape, urban design and project management.
We worked closely with MHCLG on the National Design Guide.
Our approach is design-led, committed and commercially realistic.
At Tibbalds we:

•
••
•

	Deliver visionary solutions that are supported by realistic
implementation strategies

	Bring design and planning together to make good places happen
	Take a long-term view that focuses on the social, economic and

environmental sustainability of an area and then uses this to form
the basis of future development
	Work in close collaboration with clients, communities,
stakeholders, end users, planners, architects, engineers and a
broad range of other consultants.

We have an established track record of successful delivery and
maintaining long-term working relationships with clients. Our
work encompasses feasibility studies, masterplans, development
frameworks, regeneration strategies, design guidance, development
planning and urban design advice and design policy. We support our
clients from initial ideas to delivery by:

•
••
••

1

	Creating a robust evidence base for policy formulation and
masterplans

	Moving projects forward at every stage we are involved in
	Managing multidisciplinary teams
	Facilitating stakeholder and public consultation
	Delivering innovative masterplans and urban design proposals.

2
1	Northstowe Healthy New
Town. Illustrative sketch of
Neighbourhood Centre
2	We collaborated closely with
MHCLG on the preparation of the
National Design Guide
3	Bourne Estate Regeneration,
London Borough of Camden

3

LONDON
19 Maltings Place
169 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 3JB
0207 089 2121
www.tibbalds.co.uk
@Tibbalds

Katja Stille
katja.stille@tibbalds.co.uk

Masterplanning
Urban Design
ARCHITECTURE
CONSERVATION
EDUCATION & TRAINING
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
REGENERATION
TOWN PLANNING
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
DESIGN CODING & DESIGN

GUIDES
DESIGN MANAGEMENT
RESEARCH
Recognised Practitioner
Katja Stille
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Tibbalds Planning and Urban
Design
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Urban Graphics

1

2

Urban Graphics is an award winning graphic design, mapping
and communication consultancy. We specialise in delivering
communication tools and strategies for our clients within the built
environment sector.
Since our inception in 2000, Urban Graphics has worked with public
and private sector clients in the UK and overseas. Our talented team
of designers, cartographers and marketing professionals undertake
each project with a fresh approach, creative energy and a passion
that is embedded into the final output. We produce communication
tools that tell the story of positive change and help to shape the
world we live in.

EXPERTISE
	Graphic design: We bring together all elements of visual and

•
•
•
•
•
•

3

digital communication to deliver a clear, coherent story.

	Cartography: We create maps that help the audience understand
our clients’ vision. We have experience in masterplanning, urban
design, planning and transport projects.
	Digital design: We create all elements of digital design including
websites, interactive mapping, CGIs, and film to promote the
projects we work on.
	Marketing: We create and execute marketing and digital
communication strategies that enable the promotion and
positioning of your development, project or business.
	Branding: We create brands and identities for high profile
destinations, from the branding of large scale developments to
the marketing and promotion of places and spaces.
	Training: We work closely with our clients as an extension of
their in-house team, to provide training and guidance on the
production and management of communication tools.

Bedford
31 Castle Lane
Bedford
MK40 3NT
01234 353870

Bally Meeda
info@urban-graphics.co.uk
www.urban-graphics.co.uk
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4
1	Wixams Village Masterplan, Bedfordshire – Masterplan Illustration
2	Aylesbury Estate, London Borough of Southwark – CGI
3	Waltham Forest Local Plan – Mapping, graphic design and DTP
4	Enfield Vision 2060 – Mapping, graphic design and DTP

GRAPHIC DESIGN
CARTOGRAPHY
DIGITAL DESIGN
MARKETING
BRANDING
TRAINING
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Urban Initiatives
Studio
THE PLACE COMES FIRST

At Urban Initiatives Studio we see the place as our true client. We
always look at the bigger picture. We think strategically and long
term, and we aim to add quality to people’s lives. We strive to create
successful places that will stand the test of time.

COMPLEX URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

Our goal and passion is to create the right conditions for urban life
to flourish. We love the complexity of urban environments where our
urban design and masterplanning skills can come to the fore and
where there is potential for many actors to play a role in shaping
change.

1

COLLABORATIVE WORKING

We like to work collaboratively with our clients, and with
stakeholders and local people to develop a common vision, to
establish critical design moves and to set out a realistic path to
delivery.

A FRIENDLY TEAM

We are a bespoke urban design and planning studio based in
London. We are delivery-focused and highly effective in bringing
together innovative ideas with achievable solutions in complex
and challenging urban environments at all scales. We work with
local authorities, developers, land owners and community groups
throughout the UK, Ireland and overseas, and are recognised as
having an outstanding depth of experience in our field.

COMPREHENSIVE EXPERTISE
	Visioning and place-making
	Masterplanning of brown and greenfield sites
	Town centre regeneration
	Development frameworks for areas of change
	Tall buildings and characterisation studies
	Feasibility and capacity studies
	Landscape and public realm design
	Outline planning applications
	Public and stakeholder engagement
	Design guides and review
	Teaching, training and research.

••
••
••
••
••
•

1	A framework for Woolwich Town
Centre
2	Stoll Square, a new residential
quarter on Cricklewood Broadway
3	Regenerating the Great West
Corridor Opportunity Area and
planning for tall buildings
4	Planning a 2,000 homes extension
to Limerick

London
Exmouth House
3-11 Pine Street
London EC1R 0JH
0203 567 0715
www.uistudio.co.uk

Hugo Nowell
new@uistudio.co.uk

2

3

4

Masterplanning
Urban Design
3D Visualisation
Conservation
Education & Training
Graphic and Web Design
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design

Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning
Tall Building and
Character Studies
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Wei Yang +
Partners
Wei Yang & Partners is an award-winning urban design and master
planning firm driven by a commitment to shape more sustainable
and livable cities.
We put creativity at the heart of our service and cultivate a design
excellence culture in the practice. Our innovative team approaches
each project as a creative and fresh new opportunity for the client
and for the community. We work closely with our clients to achieve
their development and commercial goals and, at the same time,
create special places that last for generations.
We make connections between different cultures and different
disciplines, and our integrated master plans connect the past,
present, and future. It is our vision to engage enlightened clients
and communities in making decisions which optimise economic
growth, encourage social integration and deliver high environmental
standards, in order to create places that last for generations
through design excellence.

1	Master plan for Sports Town in
Jinjiang, China
2	Garden of Cloud and Water in
Berlin
3	Regent‘s Canal Study in London

1

2

3

London
33 Cavendish Square
London, W1G 0PW
020 7182 4936

Jun Huang
info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk

www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
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Wood

1

2

3

4

The urban design team at Wood is part of a multi-disciplinary
environmental and sustainable infrastructure consultancy. This
provides us with the ability to develop holistic solutions to the
urban challenges of our time, enabling us to work with clients and
communities to work towards:

Our urban design team is a diverse group of urbanists, architects,
landscape architects, town and transport planners. We work
alongside environmental, engagement, engineering and economic
specialists, adopting a collaborative, inter-disciplinary approach
to all our projects. We combine creativity with evidence-based,
data-driven analysis to create multi-layered urban design solutions
informed by social, economic and environmental considerations to
provide viable, sustainable and deliverable outcomes.

••
••
••

	Zero carbon growth
	Planning for climate resilience
	Transition from carbon energy to renewables
	The creation of new liveable and beautiful places
	Regeneration and enhancement of existing places
	Embracing smart technologies to plan, construct and manage the
built environment

Leamington Spa
Nicholls House
Homer Close
Tachbrook Park
Leamington Spa
CV34 6TT
01926 439000
www.woodplc.com

David Thompson
david.thompson@woodplc.com
Offices also in:
London
Glasgow

Our clients include The Crown Estate, Homes England, house
builders, Defence Infrastructure Organisation, and UK-wide district,
borough, city and county councils.
1	Designs for New Country Park,
Leamington Spa
2	Urban Extension Proposals, Hemel
Hempstead

3	Public Realm Enhancement
Proposals, Loughborough
4	Harbour Regeneration Strategy,
Holyhead

Masterplanning
Urban Design
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Civil Engineering
Conservation
Economic Development
Education & Training
Environmental Planning
Graphic and Web Design

Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning
Transport Planning
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Woods Hardwick
Woods Hardwick is one of the UK’s leading multidisciplinary
professional practices specialising in the built environment.

A Complete Consultancy

Our services include architecture, urban design, civil engineering,
structural engineering, transport planning, town planning and
land surveying. We combine our breadth of expertise and depth
of knowledge to deliver thoughtful, commercial and unique built
environment services.

Quality Design Underpinned by Commercial
Sense

Using our strong relationships across the development industry, we
support all parties in the management and delivery of development
projects. Combining imagination and innovation with commercial
acumen and practical application, we help unlock the potential for
all development.

1

Unique Approach to Urban Design &
Masterplanning Service

Our integrated award-winning specialist teams have a breadth
of experience in delivering all types of development at all levels
of complexity. We are at the forefront of major developments
throughout the UK, working to maximise development opportunities
for our clients through exceptional design together with commercial
understanding.
Being at the sharp end of delivery, Woods Hardwick brings added
value to the role of masterplanner and urban designer. Our intrinsic
knowledge and practice of development delivery alongside the
thoughtfulness and vision of place-making, masterplanning and
urban design ensures that all development opportunities benefit
from exceptional integrated teams. Together we ensure that our
clients’ schemes are high quality, visionary, beautiful and, crucially,
deliverable.

2

Our Projects

These projects illustrate a variety of urban design responses and
skill-sets based on a range of parameters, including Heritage, High
Density Living, Residential Masterplanning and Regeneration.
1. Brampton Park, Huntingdonshire – Heritage
We were appointed to undertake the masterplan and urban design
for the whole of the Brampton Park (former RAF Base). This site
contained 20th century military offices – to be demolished – as well
as listed buildings and walled gardens. The whole site was also an
arboretum. The proposed walled garden was particularly interesting
as the wall was listed and immediately adjacent to the listed
Brampton Park house and coachhouses. Our role was designing a
BEDFORD
15-17 Goldington Road
Bedford MK40 3NH
01234 268862
BIRMINGHAM
Fort Dunlop, Fort Parkway
Birmingham B24 9FE
0121 6297784

Marta Brzezinska
m.brzezinska@woodshardwick.com
www.woodshardwick.com
@WoodsHardwick
woodshardwicknew
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4

sense of place and securing consents, which required a collaborative
approach between disciplines. The design proposed a cluster of
modest, yet beautifully proportioned cottages outward looking
onto the listed wall, creating a unique and intimate community of
homes. This part of the site is now under construction and due to be
completed, along with the wider site, by 2021.

5

2. Whittlesford, South Cambridgeshire – High Density Living
Our team were appointed to explore the redevelopment opportunity
of this brownfield site in order to deliver high density living
adjacent to Whittlesford train station, located just 20 minutes from
Cambridge city centre. The site was effectively a bowl, far lower
that the ground level around it and subject to significant views
from surrounding countryside. The proposal explored a below
ground car parking area, keeping the street level free from private
car movements. This enabled the spaces and places around the
buildings to take the form of community plazas and gardens serving
the apartments above. This scheme is still at concept stage and
looking to progress in the near future.
3. Fields Road, Wootton, Bedfordshire – Large-scale Residential
Masterplanning
We secured planning permission for a major urban expansion to the
rural village of Wootton, Bedfordshire. The 700 dwelling concept
with associated school and community facility was developed
around the primary principle that green open space would dictate
the urban form and grain of the entire development. The site,
informal and contemporary in design, provided a green focal space
at the heart of the scheme, with a network of green walkways
meandering through to the peripheral edges of the site, to integrate
with the existing settlement and context of the village. The scheme is
built and has been the inspiration for further expansion.

6

4, 5, 6. Tresham College, Wellingborough – Regeneration
Woods Hardwick was involved in a competition to redevelop the
existing college campus in the town centre. The proposal retained
the existing buildings and re-clad the facades with a perforated
mesh screen to create a bespoke design. Our designs respected the
historic context with a polished concrete wall that ran the full length
of the site, providing a linking spine through the complex. This cord
also sub-divided internal and external spaces, aiding wayfinding
through the complex. The competition outcome is to be determined.
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Adam Urbanism
ADAM Architecture, with a staff of some 90 people and offices in
London and Winchester, is the largest traditional practice in Europe.
It’s urban design projects are undertaken by ADAM Urbanism. The
company has significant experience, not only of securing planning
consent for urban extension projects of all scales and whole new
settlements, but also of building out the schemes under various
partnering arrangements that bind both landowner and developer
together. This broad experience is unusual and helps ensure that the
new places conceived at the planning stage are realised to a very
high standard in concert with local communities. The firm has won
numerous awards across Europe and North America for its urbanism
projects and has contributed to the work of the Building Better
Building Beautiful Commission, whose final report and supporting
technical studies, produced by Knight Frank, cite various ADAM
Urbanism projects.
Winchester
Old Hyde House
75 Hyde Street
Winchester
Hampshire SO23 7DW
01962 843843
www.adamurbanism.com
@adamarchitectur

Nigel Anderson
Hugh Petter
George Saumarez Smith
Robbie Kerr
Peter Critoph
contact@adamarchitecture.com

Aerial view of Tregunnel Hill, Newquay

A row of townhouses at Nansledan, Newquay
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Allies and
Morrison
Allies and Morrison is an architecture, urban design and urban
planning practice with a reputation for thoughtful place-making
and well-crafted buildings. We are especially known for our work in
regeneration, masterplanning, housing and community engagement,
and shaping new neighbourhoods that build on the qualities of the
contexts within which they are found. Notable projects include
masterplans for King’s Cross, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Wood
Wharf, Friargate Coventry, Guildford town centre and the Heart of
Sheffield.
Overseas, our work has helped to advance the sustainable urban
development of cities as varied as Beirut, Doha, Dublin, Muscat,
Rotterdam and Singapore.
In the preparation of planning policy and masterplans, we offer
a detailed approach with an appreciation of existing character,
ensuring resilient outcomes that can stand the test of time. Public
consultation and research are both key aspects of this work, which
we have successfully delivered for a wide range of public and private
sector clients.
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King’s Cross Masterplan, London

London
85 Southwark Street
London SE1 0HX
020 7921 0100
Antony Rifkin
studio@alliesandmorrison.com
www.alliesandmorrison.com
@alliesmorrison
Offices in London, Cambridge,
Manchester, Liverpool and Dublin

Masterplanning
Urban Design
Architecture
Conservation
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

Town Planning
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Andrew Martin –
Planning
Andrew Martin – Planning is an independent, planning, urban design
and development practice, established in 2012, but with origins that
go back 37 years to the forming of Andrew Martin Associates in 1983.
The practice advises private and public sector clients on a
variety of matters, including strategic site promotion, planning
applications and planning appeals, by providing the highest
standard of professional expertise and focusing on adding value
to the property interests of its clients. The practice prides itself on
offering an individual service to both long-standing existing clients
and new clients to promote and achieve their planning, design and
development objectives.
The team has over 35 years of experience in consultancy and
includes chartered members of the Royal Town Planning Institute
(RTPI) and Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS). The
practice is also registered with the Institute of Environmental
Management & Assessment (IEMA) and holds the ‘EIA Quality Mark’.
Dunmow
Town Mill
Mill Lane, Stebbing
Dunmow, Essex CM6 3SN
01371 855855
info@am-plan.com
www.am-plan.com

Beaulieu Park, Chelmsford

East Harlow

Chelmsford Garden Village

Masterplanning
Urban Design
Environmental Planning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Sustainability Assessments
Town Planning
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
PROMOTION

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND
MANAGEMENT
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

AREA

Urban Design & Architecture LLP
AREA work throughout Scotland as Urban Designers and Architects.
We make places and re-establish communities that resonate with
cultural values, whilst responding to urban grain and the natural
environment.
We are committed to the idea that successful masterplanning
results from an imaginative response to people’s needs and local
conditions. We consider design to be a positive, democratic,
life-enhancing process and a problem-solving process. We take
inspiration from both natural and manmade landscapes, developing
ideas jointly with our clients, policy-makers and local people. We
work across a range of scales from urban regeneration, masterplans
and design codes, to the detailed delivery of streets, architecture,
parks and urban spaces.
Recognised Practitioner
Karen Cadell

Brunstane Green, New Brunstane, Edinburgh

Greendykes Regeneration Edinburgh

Linlithgow
Grange
Linlithgow
West Lothian
EH49 7RH
01506 843247
Karen Cadell
karen@area.uk.com
www.area.uk.com

Masterplanning
Urban Design
Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Town Planning
Design Codes
Landscape Design
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Baca Architects
Baca Architects are the UK's foremost experts in flood resilient
and floating architecture. We focus on adaptive design and
masterplanning, on, near or under water. Our approach is to work
with the challenges of climate change, turning potential threats
into opportunities to regenerate docks, riverside sites, lakes and
floodplains. We combine proven methods of flood protection and
world-class environmentally responsible architecture to create
unique spaces and communities.
Our built projects are created in response to specific flood risk
conditions. These range from large-scale regeneration schemes,
waterfront hotel and leisure destinations, marinas, residential
developments and individual homes including the UK’s first
Amphibious House. Collaborating internationally as a partner of
BuiltOnWater.com, we offer global solutions to water-based masterplanning, design and construction.
‘We have no choice but to live with water; we do however have
a choice about how we design with it’.
			

Richard Coutts, Principal, Baca Architects

UK flooding is one of the largest urban design challenges of the 21st Century
(Image: Matt Cardy/Getty Images)

London
Unit 1, 199 Long Lane
London SW2 5QS
020 7397 5620
Richard Coutts
mail@baca.uk.com
www.baca.uk.com
@Baca_Architects

Aquatecture / Architecture
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Masterplanning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Sustainability / Climate Change
Waterfronts, Flood Mitigation,
Research, Climate Adaption,
Smart Cities

Boyer
Boyer is a leading national, multi-skilled planning consultancy
renowned for providing sound professional advice and helping
clients achieve successful developments.

Chilmington Green Phase One, Parcel I

At Boyer, we are passionate about shaping places through site
responsive design. Our urbanism and architecture teams work
closely to ensure every design response is shaped by a robust vision
and design concept, one that is well informed by its local patterns,
is deliverable and transforms into realistic solutions.
Our portfolio embraces all aspects of residential and mixed use
developments across both public and private sectors. Our team is
built on our depth of experience in masterplanning, architecture
and regeneration, our in-house interdisciplinary resources working
closely with our planning teams and our focus and drive for quality.
London
24 Southwark Bridge Rd
London SE1 9HF
020 3268 2433

WOKINGHAM
Crowthorne House
Nine Mile Ride
Wokingham RG40 3GZ
01344 753 220
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Wretchwick Green Garden Community, south east Bicester

Ananya Banerjee
design_enquiries@
boyerplanning.co.uk
www.boyerplanning.co.uk

Masterplanning
Urban Design
Architecture
Conservation
Economic Development
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Town Planning
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Boyle+Summers
Boyle+Summers are space-shapers, place-makers, value generators
and team players. We’re strategists, pragmatists, specialists and
generalists. We focus on economic viability, fresh thinking about the
places and spaces we inhabit, and build lasting relationships with
our clients and fellow professionals.
We create appraisals and capacity studies, help promote land,
forge visions and form design codes. We set out the story in design
and access statements and enjoy engaging with communities. We
lead on developments ranging from hundreds of new homes, to city
centre masterplans and local community projects.
We play our part in various communities: whether they relate to
learning, design review, topical debates or local initiatives.
Recognised Practitioner
Stuart Randle

Concept for new neighbourhood, Pembers Hill

3D visualisation for Housing in Portsmouth

Southampton
Canute Chambers, Canute Road
Southampton SO14 3AB
02380 631432
Richard Summers
richard@boyleandsummers.co.uk
Stuart Randle
stuart@boyleandsummers.co.uk
www.boyleandsummers.com

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Conservation
Education & Training
Environmental Planning
Graphic and Web Design
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability/ Climate Change

DAP
Architecture Ltd
DAP Architecture is a RIBA chartered architectural practice with a
focus on urban design and place-making. Established in 2011, we are
based in Chelmsford, Essex with a second office in Mayfair, London.
We have steadily grown and have increased our reputation for
design excellence and innovation in projects ranging from housing,
commercial, education and mixed use developments to urban
regeneration and masterplanning.
Our goal is to design environments that inspire and embrace
future communities. We believe one of the key principles behind
a successful project is to achieve an intensive understanding of
its cultural, social and environmental contexts through detailed
analysis. Our approach enables us to develop authentic, responsive
solutions for all our schemes, each with a distinct identity.

Mardyke Urban Village Framework Master Plan

Chelmsford
3 & 5 Hospital Approach
Chelmsford
Essex, CM1 7FA
01245 440302

Nazeing Glass Works Sketch Illustration

Richard Maloney
studio@daparchitecture.co.uk
www.daparchitecture.co.uk
DAPArchitecture

Urban design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration

Recognised Practitioner
Richard Maloney
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DAR
Dar is an award-winning and pioneering planning, design and
engineering consultancy with over six decades of experience.
Spanning the globe, our principal design offices in London, Beirut,
Cairo, Amman and Pune work with our network of more than
40 regional offices across Europe, the Middle East and Africa.
Our 100-strong London office has over 50 urban designers, planners
and landscape architects who work in close collaboration with our
in-house economists, environmental experts, sustainability team,
architects and engineers to deliver some of the most forwardthinking urban solutions around the world.
Our core services include development strategies, feasibility
studies, strategic planning, masterplanning, urban policy, urban
design, urban realm design and landscape architecture. We partner
with clients on diverse and ambitious projects, delivering worldclass engineering and design solutions which are commercially
viable whilst rooted in innovation, collaboration and sustainability.

Residential City,
United Arab Emirates

Ibadan City Masterplan, Nigeria

London
74 Wigmore St
London W1U 2SQ
020 7962 1333
Robyn Gilmour
robyn.gilmour@dar.com
Daniel Horner
daniel.horner@dar.com
www.dar.com

URBAN DESIGN
MASTERPLANNING
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
TOWN PLANNING
Recognised Practitioner
Yann Leclercq
yann.leclercq@dar.com

Design by Pod
Design by Pod is an experienced team of urban designers providing a
highly focused, responsive and solutions-based service.
Our depth of knowledge and breadth of experience enables us to
achieve excellent standards of service. By continually refining and
enhancing how we work, our approach remains consistent with
good practice; each project approached with an energy that often
exceeds the expectations of clients, local authorities and associate
professional teams. Our aim always is to create special places that
also fully achieve commercial aspirations.
A detailed understanding of place and context alongside the
thoughtful synthesis of all opportunities and constraints enables
the formulation of innovative solutions, ideas and development
responses, either at the conceptual, outline or detailed planning
stages. These central elements of
our approach ensure the delivery of
high quality outcomes that provide
enduring additions and
positive interventions.

Urban Extension, Durham

Our highly qualified and experienced staff are clear communicators, with all we offer augmented
by strong graphics and effective
presentation techniques.
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Initial Design Framework, Workington

Newcastle Kingston Village – Sketch

Residential Typology Development

Detailed Site Layout, Cockermouth

Barnard Castle
99 Galgate
Barnard Castle
Co Durham DL12 8ES

Urban Design
MASTERPLANNNING
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
3D Visualisation
Streetscape design

01833 696600
Andy Dolby
andy@designbypod.co.uk

We specialise in environmentally-led masterplanning, drawing
on the expertise of our in-house teams of landscape, ecological,
arboricultural and heritage specialists. From our design hubs in
Cirencester and Cardiff, we are involved primarily in the delivery
of high quality outline and detailed designs for residential and
mixed use schemes, often on more complex sites where our multidisciplinary approach offers the best value.

Tredegar Town Centre Vision

At the heart of our place-making philosophy is a sensitive response
to the site-specific urban and landscape context in which a multifunctional green infrastructure framework sets the parameters and
identity for development.
To date, we have successfully applied this approach on numerous
sites, from strategic scale Garden Village communities to smaller
scale interventions, and for a wide-range of clients. We aim
to create exciting and attractive new communities and living
environments, which do not just respond to potential constraints,
but actually maximise the opportunities offered by environmental
assets.
Recognised Practitioners
Peter Widdrington and Clare Grierson

Peter Widdrington – Cirencester, peterw@edp-uk.co.uk
Gareth Howell – Cardiff, garethh@edp-uk.co.uk

Proposed Saltmarsh Habitats at The London Resort

CIRENCESTER
Tithe Barn, Barnsley Park Estate
Barnsley, Cirencester
Gloucestershire GL7 5EG
01285 740427

www.edp-uk.co.uk
@edpconsultancy

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Architecture
Environmental Planning
Graphic and Web Design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Green Infrastructure &
Landscape Design
Ecology and Biodiversity
Arboriculture
Heritage and Archaeology
Expert Witness

Feria Urbanism
Feria Urbanism is an award-winning planning and design studio
with specialisms in neighbourhood planning, civic design, urban
strategies (including after dark strategies), public engagement and
design training.

Place-making with the next generation in a Hampshire primary school

This combination of expertise allows our team to address
contemporary place-making challenges in positive and practical
ways. Established in 2007, we have delivered many successful urban
planning and urban design projects across the country.
Our unique approach to engagement focuses on creating situations
in which local people can gain agency and have a co-creative
approach to design and development in urban and rural contexts.
We allow design to flow from what we have learned by listening to
people.
We use our knowledge about empowering people to address the
climate emergency, to create positive long-term visions for cities,
towns and villages, and to develop radical approaches for the
collective use of public space.

Sketch illustration showing sustainable growth for an East Sussex village

BOURNEMOUTH
Second Floor Studio
11 Fernside Road, Bournemouth
Dorset, BH9 2LA
01202 548 676
Richard Eastham
info@feria-urbanism.eu
www.feria-urbanism.eu
@feria_urbanism

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Branding and Identity Design
Education & Training
Graphic and Web Design
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning
Transport Planning
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FPCR

Environment & Design
FPCR Environment and Design Ltd are one of the UK`s longest
established and most successful environmental and design
practices. The integrated multi-disciplinary team combines core
skills of Masterplanning, Urban Design, Landscape, Environmental
Assessment, Ecology, Architecture, Arboriculture and Green
Infrastructure.
The masterplanning of complex schemes on challenging sites has
become a hallmark of the practice and our environmentally led
approach underpins all of our projects. Our mix of in-house site
appraisal and design skills enables us to provide a comprehensive
and co-ordinated service. Typical projects range from smaller
schemes of a few dwellings to sustainable urban extensions and
Garden Villages with in excess of 5,000 new homes.
Our services include initial baseline surveys and audits, constraints
analysis mapping, environmental capacity assessments, detailed
designs, design codes and briefs. In contrast to some other urban
design practices, we are also frequently involved in subsequent
implementation and management. This provides a practical
understanding of development and what makes successful places.

Lutterworth East Local Centre Visualisation

Wheatley Campus, Oxford – Consent granted for 500 new homes by the
Secretary of State for HCLG

Derby
Lockington Hall, Lockington
Derby DE74 2RH
01509 672772
Tim Jackson
tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
www.fpcr.co.uk
Offices also in: Dorking,
Exeter, York

URBAN DESIGN
MASTERPLANNING
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
ECOLOGY
ARBORICULTURE
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
3D VISUALISATION
PUBLIC REALM
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Lambert Smith
Hampton
How things work and look matters. Lambert Smith Hampton’s Urban
Design Team knit together creative placemaking skills and
commercial urban design advice to deliver beautiful places that will
stand the test of time.
As part of a multidisciplinary practice, we work alongside our
in-house team of regeneration, viability and property experts, and
planners to offer creative place-making underpinned by
local market knowledge.
We work nationally across a range of scales, contexts and RIBA
stages. From feasibility projects for half a dozen homes on tight
urban sites, through to large masterplans for mixed-use urban
extensions with thousands of new homes. For every project we
bring tried and tested urban design principles, commercial acumen
and an open mind.
Recognised Practitioners
Colin Pullan, Leo Hammond

Urban regeneration project within a historic setting

Place-making, masterplanning and design coding a new community

London
United Kingdom House
180 Oxford Street
London W1D 1NN
020 7198 2000
Colin Pullan
cpullan@lsh.co.uk
www.lsh.co.uk
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Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Economic Development
Environmental Planning
Market Analysis
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Town Planning
Design Coding
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NPA is a leading landscape architecture and environmental design
practice. It has over 35 years' experience in the positive and
regenerative planning of the natural and built environment, and the
delivery of sustainable community design.

practices

Nicholas Pearson
Associates
University of Bristol, Central Campus

Saw Close Streetscape, Bath

Gainsborough Southern Neighbourhood

TVIA and Visual Representation, Bristol

BATH
The Farm House
Church Farm Business Park
Corston
Bath BA2 9AP
01225 876990

URBAN DESIGN
MASTERPLANNING
3D VISUALIZATION
CONSERVATION
Environmental Planning
GRAPHIC DESIGN
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
REGENERATION
STREETSCAPE DESIGN
SUSTAINABILITY / CLIMATE CHANGE
TVIA/LVIA
VISUAL REPRESENTATION

We are an independent, award-winning, multidisciplinary
consultancy, delivering sustainable and climate-resilient urban
design solutions, with complementary expertise in environmental
assessment, landscape architecture, ecology and visualisation.
We promote a collaborative approach to delivering environmentally
responsible projects at all stages of the planning, design,
construction and management process.
We have an established reputation for quality of service, attention
to detail, and achievement through the successful promotion of our
clients’ aspirations.
We work together to ensure that projects are promoted on the basis
of a detailed understanding of their context and characteristics.
Robust assessment and practical experience enable us to deliver
the highest quality of design, conserving valued features whilst
maximising opportunities for transformational developments.

Jamie Farnell, Director
Jamie.Farnell@npaconsult.co.uk
www.npaconsult.co.uk

Place-Make
Place-Make is an independent team of architects and urban
designers with a particular focus on place-making and shaping.
Since 2012, we have been supporting public and private sector
clients to develop a wide range of projects of varying scale,
character and intent across the UK and overseas – from new
settlements and residential extensions to complex mixed use
developments and regeneration.
Underpinning every project is a commitment to viable and
sustainable design and a passion for places.

Urban extension around a new train station in Buckinghamshire

HITCHIN
Alexander House
40 Wilbury Way
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 0AP
01462 510 099

Houghton Regis Place Shaping Study

David Edwards
enquiries@place-make.com
www.place-make.com
@place_make

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Architecture
Conservation
Environmental Planning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Expert Witness: Development
Control
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Tapestry
Tapestry is an interdisciplinary urbanism studio focused on
planning, design and problem solving in the built environment. With
a passion for making our towns & cities better places, we work on
projects at a range of scales, from regional masterplans and design
frameworks down to the detailed design of streets and public
spaces.

Hatton Garden Brooks Market

Our practice is built on the principles of research, continual
learning, and the exchange of knowledge to make better places.
We value holistic, long-term thinking around how to improve urban
environments and always seeks to bring together the best people from the arts, sciences, academia, and industry.
Our reputation has been built through collaborative working on
projects that we believe in and delivering them to a high standard.
Our goal is always to support the delivery of places that can
facilitate a high quality of life for residents and positive experiences
for visitors.

Residential Landscape Concept

London
Studio D, Mainyard Studios
90 Wallis Road
London E9 5LN
020 3882 1495
www.tapestry.studio
@_TapestryStudio
@_TapestryStudio
Paul Reynolds
paul@tapestry.studio

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Market Analysis
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning
Research

The Environment
Partnership
(TEP) Ltd
TEP provides planning and design advice with a strong emphasis
on environmental sustainability and personal service. We shape
liveable environments, from large-scale strategic masterplans and
development frameworks, to design guides and the detailing of
landscape and public realm.

Residential Masterplan for land adjoining The Whalebones, High Barnet

No two places or projects are the same and TEP’s professionals
are experienced in both leading and supporting multi-disciplinary
teams, identifying practical and bespoke solutions that work for the
place and for the client.
Our urban designers, town planners and landscape architects
have extensive experience delivering masterplans for residential,
commercial and mixed use developments in urban and rural
contexts. As a carbon-neutral practice, we can help our clients
achieve their ‘net-zero’ ambitions through layout, green travel plans,
the use of renewables, and nature-based design solutions.
TEP’s urban design service is supported by in-house technical teams
specialising in planning, landscape design, GIS, 3D visualisation,
ecology, arboriculture, heritage, townscape and visual assessment
and landscape management.
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Cromwell Road floodable landscape, Cambridge

WARRINGTON
Genesis Centre
Birchwood Science Park
Warrington WA3 7BH
01925 844004
Graeme Atherton
graemeatherton@tep.uk.com
Narada Haralambous
naradah@tep.uk.com

www.tep.uk.com
@Tep_Ltd
Offices also in London
Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
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Thomas Design
Regeneration &
Consultation Ltd
Described by clients as ‘full of ideas’ and ‘bringing enthusiasm and
determination’, we aim to increase understanding of development
and planning processes, so that there can be an informed debate on
priorities and finding common ground. As a small practice, our work
continues to be informed by education and challenging the norm.
Recent projects include balancing longterm development pressures
with local needs and improving places:

•
•
•
•

	Longwick-cum-Ilmer Neighbourhood Plan for LcI Parish Council
(with 300 new homes)

	Lenham Village, Kent, Land Allocation Study for Maidstone

Borough Council (with 1,000 new homes)
	Wootton & St Helens Without Parish, Oxfordshire, Character Area
Assessment for Neighbourhood Plan, and
	The management of the Historic Towns & Villages Forum (HTVF),
formerly the EHTF.

Louise Thomas is co-editor of the UDG’s journal Urban Design. She
is also a design tutor on the MA in Urban Design programme at the
University of Westminster, London, looking at development viability
and urban design, and sustainable cities studying the OxfordCambridge corridor.

Character Assessment of Wootton and St Helen Without Parishes, Oxon,
and new settlement boundary definition

OXFORD
13 Wyndham Way
Oxford OX2 8DF
01865 514643
Louise Thomas
mail@tdrc.co.uk
www.tdrc.co.uk

Architecture
Economic Development
Education & Training
Graphic Design
Masterplanning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Town Planning
Urban Design

Townscape
Solutions Ltd
Good urban design can add value both to the place and the process.
The place can become somewhere where people want to invest
time and money, whilst the process can become faster and less
confrontational, benefitting both developers and the local planning
authority.
Masterplans that
achieve planning
permission….

Townscape Solutions can add value to the place and the process,
providing the following benefits:
	Extensive experience of designing and advising on projects that
achieve planning permission
	Individual design approach tailored to the context and client
	Negotiating skills that ensure the design approach is understood
by all
	Presentation skills that ensure the project is shown to its full
advantage.

•
••
•

RANGE OF WORK

Working with a range of clients including landowners, developers
and local authorities, urban design services include:
	Masterplans and site layouts
	Design and access statements
	Expert design witness service at appeal
	Design assessments and advice
	Site analysis and character appraisals
	Illustrative 3d views.

••
••
••

…leading to a
successful built result

WEST MIDLANDS
No. 4 Castle Court 2
Castlegate Way
Dudley
West Midlands DY1 4RH
0121 4296111

Masterplanning
Urban Design
Expert witness: design

Kenny Brown
kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk

www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
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Urban Design
Box
We are an integrated masterplanning, architecture and urban
design service. Working nationally, we have designed, delivered and
completed residential, mixed use and commercial projects, from
sensitive urban infills to strategic sites.
Our design skills are enhanced by our experience in planning,
project management and community engagement. We can
advise our clients on development design strategy, as well as
demonstrating the viability and quality of our proposals through our
design and visual work.
We believe that the key to successful design comes from an
understanding of the context and key considerations for the site,
ensuring that new development is integrated with its surroundings,
to create legible, enjoyable and sustainable places to live and work.
Bristol
The Tobacco Factory
Raleigh Road
Bristol BS3 1TF
0117 939 5524
Jonathan Vernon-Smith
info@urbandesignbox.co.uk
www.urbandesignbox.co.uk

Mixed use urban extension, Dorset

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Recognised Practitioners
Jonathan Vernon-Smith
Angela Jacobs

Residential development, Northamptonshire

URBED
URBED (Urbanism, Environment and Design) is an award-winning
urban design consultancy that delivers successful projects through
the principles of environmental sustainability applied at strategy,
masterplan and building scales.

Masterplan for Sharpness Dock, Gloucestershire, for the Canal & River Trust

Our multi-disciplinary team of urban designers, planners, architects,
landscape architects and geographers prides itself on having a
strong understanding of the challenges facing local authorities and
communities; a commitment to discover their aspirations; and the
tools and methods to co-design happy and liveable places.
We believe in building healthier communities, creating positive
places to live, and enabling good design at urban as well as
architectural scales.
Our activities also span research-based opportunities to develop
new knowledge through Urbed+ (an innovative partnership with
Manchester School of Architecture (www.msa.ac.uk/urbed+/).
Through this collaboration David Rudlin has been awarded the 2019
Fellowship in the Built Environment by the 1851 Royal Commission.
We also co-ordinate 4x4 Manchester, an event series designed to
promote a real debate about the state of our cities, stimulated by
interesting, diverse and provocative speakers.
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Aerial of the Vaux masterplan, a mixed use scheme on the site of the former
Vaux Brewery in Sunderland, for Siglion

Manchester
10 Little Lever Street
Manchester M1 1HR
0161 200 5500
Vicky Payne
Vicky@urbed.coop
www.urbed.coop
@URBEDmcr
urbed_mcr

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Education & Training
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning
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LONDON
63 Rivington Street
London EC2A 3QQ
020 3290 8979
www.ar-urbanism.com

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change

Amanda Reynolds
amanda@ar-urbanism.com

Bidwells
CAMBRIDGE
Bidwell House
Trumpington Road
Cambridge
CB2 9LD
01223 841841

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Landscape Architecture
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning

Chris Surfleet
chris.surfleet@bidwells.co.uk

Glenn Howells Architects
Birmingham
Urban Design
Masterplanning
321 Bradford Street
3D Visualisation
Birmingham B5 6ET
Interior Design and
0121 666 7640
Modelmaking
www.glennhowells.co.uk
@glenn_howells
glennhowells
Jack Pritchard
communications@glennhowells.co.uk

GM Design Associates Ltd
COLERAINE
22/24 Lodge Road, Coleraine,
Co.Londonderry
Northern Ireland, BT52 1NB
02870356138
www.g-m-design.co.uk
@GMDesign_NI
Jonny Stewart
jonny.stewart@g-m-design.co.uk

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Architecture
Conservation
Economic Development
Landscape Architecture
Environmental Planning
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning

Manchester
One Didsbury Point
2 The Avenue, Didsbury
Manchester M20 2EY
0161 696 4980
www.ibigroup.com/uk/
@ibigroup

Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Architecture
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Interior Design

IBI Group

Fiona Barker
fiona.barker@ibigroup.com
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Metis Consultants Ltd
London
Spencer House, 23 Sheen Road
Richmond
London TW9 1BN
020 8948 0249
Luke Meechan
info@metisconsultants.co.uk
www.metisconsultants.co.uk

Urban Design
3D Visualisation
Civil Engineering
Conservation
Landscape Architecture
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change

Neaves Urbanism
London
020 8194 0111
Katy Neaves
katy@neavesurbanism.co.uk
www.neavesurbanism.co.uk

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Conservation
Environmental Planning
Landscape Architecture
Regeneration
Townscape and Visual
Assessments
DESIGN REVIEW

Urban Design Solutions Ltd
EDINBURGH
179/9 Gilmore Place
Edinburgh
EH3 9PW
Leslie D. Howson
leslie.howson@virgin.net
urbandesignsolutions@virgin.net

3D VISUALIZATION
ARCHITECTURE
CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
MASTER PLANNING
STREETSCAPE DESIGN
SUSTAINABILITY
URBAN DESIGN

www.urbandesignsolutionsltd.co.uk

Urban Imprint Limited
Macclesfield
Second Floor, 16-18 Park Green,
Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7NA
01625 265232
Bob Phillips and Jo Gregory
info@urbanimprint.co.uk
www.urbanimprint.co.uk
@UrbanImprintLtd

Urban Design
Masterplanning
Education & Training
Public Consultation
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Town Planning
Design Review
Neighbourhood Planning

Urban Movement
London
Exmouth House
3-11 Pine Street,
London EC1R 0JH
07977 417661
Christopher Martin
c.martin@urbanmovement.co.uk
www.urbanmovement.co.uk
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Urban Design
Masterplanning
3D Visualisation
Civil Engineering
Education & Training
Landscape Architecture
Regeneration
Streetscape design
Sustainability / Climate Change
Transport Planning

The following practices are also
members of the Urban Design
Group. A fuller description of the
practices and their services is
available at
www.udg.org.uk/directory

BARTON WILLMORE
PARTNERSHIP
The Blade
Abbey Square
Reading RG1 3BE
www.bartonwillmore.co.uk

AECOM
Aldgate Tower
2 Leman Street
London E1 8FA
www.aecom.com

BE1 ARCHITECTS
5 Abbey Court
Fraser Road
Priory Business Park
Bedford MK44 3WH
www.be1architects.co.uk

ALLEN PYKE ASSOCIATES
The Factory
2 Acre Road
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF
www.allenpyke.co.uk
ARC LANDSCAPE DESIGN
& PLANNING
Engravers House
35 Wick Road
Teddington TW11 9DN
www.arcldp.co.uk
AREA LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS
Blackhouse Studio, Pin Mill
Ipswich IP9 1JN
www.area-la.com
ASHENDEN ARCHITECTURE
14 Deben Mill Business Centre
Old Maltings Approach
Woodbridge IP12 1BL

BIDWELLS
Bidwell House
Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD
www.bidwells.co.uk
BRL ARCHITECTS
Devcor House,
91 North Hill
Plymouth PL4 8JT
www. burkerickhards.co.uk
BROCK CARMICHAEL
ARCHITECTS
19 Old Hall Street
Liverpool L3 9JQ
www.brockcarmichael.co.uk

CARTER JONAS
One Chapel Place
London W1G 0BG
www.carterjonas.co.uk/
www.ashendenarchitectureltd.co.uk masterplanning-and-urbandesign
ASSAEL ARCHITECTURE LTD
123 Upper Richmond Road
CHAPMAN TAYLOR LLP
10 Eastbourne Terrace
London SW15 2TL
London W2 6LG
www.assael.co.uk
www.chapmantaylor.com
ATKINS PLC
Nova North 11
CITYDESIGNER
14 Lower Grosvenor Place
Bressenden Place
London SW1W 0EX
Westminster
www.citydesigner.com
London SW1E 5BY
www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
CITY ID
BALDWIN DESIGN
23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5AN
CONSULTANCY
4 Marina Walk
www.cityid.co.uk
Pennington Wharf
CSA ENVIRONMENTAL
Plank Lane
Dixies Barns, High Street
Leigh WN7 4EZ
Ashwell SG7 5NT
www.baldwindesign.net
www.csaenvironmental.co.uk

FABRIK LTD
1st Floor Studio
4-8 Emerson Street
London SE1 9DU
www.fabrikuk.com
FARRELLS
7 Hatton Street
London NW8 8PL
www.farrells.com
FAULKNERBROWNS
Dobson House
Northumbrian Way
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 6QW
www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
FLETCHER PRIEST ARCHITECTS
Middlesex House
34/42 Cleveland Street
London W1T 4JE
www.fletcherpriest.com
FOWLER ARCHITECTURE
& PLANNING LTD
39 High Street, Pewsey
Marlborough
Wiltshire SWN9 5AF
www.faap.co.uk
FRAMEWORK ARCHITECTURE
AND URBAN DESIGN
3 Marine Studios,Burton Lane
Burton Waters
Lincoln LN1 2WN
www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
GARSDALE DESIGN LIMITED
High Branthwaites
Garsdale Road
Frostrow, Sedbergh
Cumbria LA10 5JR
www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
GILLESPIES
1 St John’s Square
London EC1M 4DH
www.gillespies.co.uk
GLOBE CONSULTANTS LTD
The Tithe Barn
Greestone Place
Lincoln LN2 1PP
www.globeconsultants.co.uk
HOK INTERNATIONAL LTD
Qube, 90 Whitfield Street
London W1T 4EZ
www.hok.com

HUSKISSON BROWN
ASSOCIATES
17 Upper Grosvenor Road
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN1 2DU
www.huskissonbrown.co.uk
HTA DESIGN LLP
78 Chambers Street
London E1 8BL
www.hta.co.uk
JACOBS
2nd Floor Cottons Centre
Cottons Lane
London SE1 2QG
www.jacobs.com
JB PLANNING
Chells Manor, Chells Lane
Stevenage, Herts SG2 7AA
www.jbplanning.com
KAY ELLIOTT
5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay
Devon TQ1 2JP
www.kayelliott.co.uk
LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
31 Blackfriars Road, Salford
Manchester M3 7AQ
www.landscapeprojects.co.uk
LDA DESIGN
New Fetter Place, 8-10 New
Fetter Lane
London EC4A 1AZ
www.lda-design.co.uk
LEVITT BERNSTEIN
ASSOCIATES LTD
Thane Studios, 2-4 Thane Villas
London N7 7PA
www.levittbernstein.co.uk
LICHFiELDS
The Minister Building
21 Mincing Lane
London EC3R 7AG
www.lichfields.uk
LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES
Unit 1, The Exchange 9 Station
Road Stansted Essex CM24 8BE
www.lizlake.com
MACE GROUP
155 Moorgate
London, EC2M 6XB
www.macegroup.com
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METROPOLITAN WORKSHOP
14-16 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6DG
www.metwork.co.uk

PLACE BY DESIGN
Unit C, Baptist Mills Court
Bristol BS5 0FJ
www.placebydesign.co.uk

MOTT MACDONALD
10 Fleet Place
London EC4M 7RB
www.mottmac.com

PLANIT-IE LLP
2 Back Grafton Street
Altrincham
Cheshire WA14 1DY
www.planit-ie.com

NASH PARTNERSHIP
23a Sydney Buildings
Bath, Somerset BA2 6BZ
www.nashpartnership.com
NINETEEN 47 LTD
Unit 4, Innovative Mews
Lake View Drive, Sherwood Park
Nottingham NG15 0EA
www.nineteen47.co.uk
NODE URBAN DESIGN
33 Holmfield Road
Leicester LE2 1SE
www.nodeurbandesign.com
NOVELL TULLETT
The Studio, Home Farm
Barrow Gurney BS48 3RW
www.novelltullett.co.uk
OPEN
Quartermile Two
2nd Floor, 2 Lister Square
Edinburgh EH3 9GL
www.optimisedenvironments.
com
ORIGIN3
23 Westfield Park, Redland
Bristol BS6 6LT
www.origin3.co.uk
OUTERSPACE
The Boathouse, 27 Ferry Road
Teddington TW11 9NN
www.outerspaceuk.com
OVE ARUP & PARTNERS
Consulting West Team
63 St Thomas Street
Bristol BS1 6JZ
www.arup.com
PARC DESIGN SOLUTIONS LTD
68 Derngate
Northampton NN1 1UH
www.parcdesign.co.uk
PHILIP CAVE ASSOCIATES
70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6EJ
www.philipcave.com
PHIL JONES ASSOCIATES
Seven House, High Street
Longbridge, Birmingham B31 2UQ
www.philjonesassociates.co.uk

PLANNING DESIGN PRACTICE
3 Woburn House
Vernon Gate
Derby DE1 1UL
www.planningdesign.co.uk
POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS
ARCHITECTS
Diespeker Wharf
38 Graham Street
London N1 8JX
www.pollardthomasedwards.co.uk

PRP ARCHITECTS
10 Lindsey Street
London EC1A 9HP
www.prp-co.uk
RE-FORM LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
Tower Works, Globe Road
Leeds LS11 5QG
www.re-formlandscape.com
RICHARD REID & ASSOCIATES
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill
Sevenoaks TN14 6BS
www.richardreid.co.uk
RYDER ARCHITECTURE
Cooper’s Studios
14-18 Westgate Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 3NN
www.ryderarchitecture.com
SCOTT TALLON WALKER
ARCHITECTS
19 Merrion Square
Dublin D02 VR80
www.stwarchitects.com
SCOTT WORSFOLD
ASSOCIATES
The Studio, 22 Ringwood Road
Longham
Dorset BH22 9AN
www.sw-arch.com
SHAFFREY ASSOCIATES
29 Lower Ormond Quay
Dublin D01 H299
www.shaffrey-architects.
squarespace.com
SHEILS FLYNN LTD
Bank House High Street
Docking
Kings Lynn PE31 8NH
www.sheilsflynn.com
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SHEPHEARD EPSTEIN HUNTER
Phoenix Yard
65 King’s Cross Road
London WC1X 9LW
www.seh.co.uk
SHEPPARD ROBSON
77 Parkway, Camden Town
London NW1 7PU
www.sheppardrobson.com
SMEEDEN FOREMAN LTD
Somerset House, Low Moor Lane
Scotton, Knaresborough HG5 9JB
www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
STUDIO PARTINGTON
Unit G, Reliance Wharf
Hertford Road
London N1 5EW
www.studiopartington.co.uk
STUDIO | REAL
Oxford Centre for Innovation
New Road
Oxford OX1 1BY
www.studioreal.co.uk
Tetra Tech
Quay West at MediaCityUK
Trafford Wharf Road
Trafford Park
Manchester M17 1HH
www.tetratech.com
THE TERRA FiRMA
CONSULTANcy
Suite B, Ideal House
Bedford Road
Petersfield
Hampshire GU32 3QA
www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
THE PAUL HOGARTH COMPANY
Bankhead Steading
Bankhead Road
South Queensferry EH30 9TF
www.paulhogarth.com
THRIVE
Building 300, The Grange
Romsey Road
Michelmersh
Romsey SO51 0AE
www.thrivearchitects.co.uk
TOWN
33 Salisbury Gardens
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 1HP
www.wearetown.co.uk
TURLEY
10th Floor, 1 New York Street
Manchester M1 4HD
www.turley.co.uk
TWEED NUTTALL WARBURTON
Chapel House, City Road
Chester CH1 3AE
www.tnw-architecture.co.uk

UBU DESIGN LTD
7a Wintex House
Easton Lane Business Park
Easton Lane
Winchester SO23 7RQ
www.ubu-design.co.uk
URBAN GREEN
Ground Floor, The Tower
Deva City Office Park
Trinity Way
Manchester M3 7BF
www.weareurbangreen.co.uk
URBANIST ARCHITECTURE
2 Little Thames Walk
London SE8 3FB
www. urbanistarchitecture.co.uk
VINCENT AND GORBING LTD
Sterling Court, Norton Road
Stevenage
Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
WEST WADDY ADP LLP
The Malthouse
60 East St Helen Street
Abingdon
Oxon OX14 5EB
www.westwaddy-adp.co.uk
WESTON WILLIAMSON +
PARTNERS
12 Valentine Place
London SE1 8QH
www.westonwilliamson.com
WSP
6 Devonshire Square
London EC2M 4YE
www.wsp.com
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The Urban Design Group’s
Achievements

1

Sebastian Loew provides a reminder
about the group’s history

The Urban Design Group (UDG) was founded in 1978 before many of
its current members were born. Therefore I would like to describe
here the role that the group played in important debates concerning
the built environment, and how at different times, it influenced
some of the changes that took place and the key players involved.
The group’s founders defined the UDG as a ‘Forum for Architects,
Landscape Architects and Designers in Planning’ and aimed to
include anyone acting in the environment. This remains the same
today.
With fewer than 300 members and only a skeleton
administrative support, the early UDG organised evening lectures,
seminars and conference and not only in London. Topics were
chosen for their relevance and give an indication of how far-thinking
the group was: Life and Death of the High Street, Post-war Housing
Estates – Humanising the Legacy, Mending the City, Masterplan or
Misconception, Community Design, and in 1988, after the abolition
of the GLC, A Vision for London. As participants often included
politicians, chief officers and leading members of the professions, it
can be reasonably assumed that these debates had some influence
on practice.
The annual Kevin Lynch Memorial Lectures started shortly after
Kevin Lynch’s death in 1984, only months after he had addressed
the group of which he had been an early overseas member. Over

2

3
1	Nantes 2019: UDG members
examining the city model
	Photograph by Vitor Morais
2	An early issue of the Urban Design
Group’s journal
3	The 2019 Urban Design Awards
publication
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the years, many distinguished figures have given these lectures;
such as Leon Krier (1986), Professor Sir Peter Hall (1992), Cedric
Price (1996), Rem Koolhaas (1999) Christopher Alexander (2011),
Professor John Punter (2014), and Tim Stonor (2017). The group
also ran a series of Annual UDG Lectures; some UDG members
may remember that Richard Rogers and Zaha Hadid were the first
two speakers. These highly regarded professionals addressed the
group because they judged it to represent an important audience.

WHAT IS URBAN DESIGN?

4

From the beginning, members debated the meaning of urban
design. In 1987, the UDG, which by then had about 500 members,
decided to promote an Agenda for Urban Design which was
presented at the Union of Architects congress in Brighton.
‘Urban design has emerged as a discipline, primarily because
it is able to consider the relationship between the physical
form and function of adjacent sites…
Urban design occupies the central ground between the
recognised environmental professions and operates in the
interstices between institutions.
Urban design is concerned with the careful stewardship of
the resources of the built environment in the creation and
maintenance of those parts of the public realm that are new
or have become cherished.’

5

The agenda was revised in 1995 starting with:
‘Successful urban design nurtures the essence of the places
where people live and work and it creates places that people
can enjoy and which refresh the spirit. Urban design is
concerned both with processes and the three-dimensional
products of change, at scales from a group of buildings to a
city centre or a metropolitan area.’
Later the agenda became a manifesto, which also evolved with the
times; the latest version can be found on the UDG website (www.
udg.org.uk/about/manifesto).
Much of this debate took place before the publication of
Towards an Urban Renaissance, the report of the Urban Task
Force chaired by Lord Rogers, and well before CABE had been
invented. Indeed these were the years when the government was
rejecting anything that might slow development down however
mediocre, and considered design an irrelevance.

6

COLLABORATION AND EDUCATION

The group realised that to widen its influence, it needed to break
professional barriers and have all those involved in the creation
and management of the built environment to collaborate, to
the benefit of quality. Members took the lead in establishing
the Urban Design Alliance (UDAL) in 1997 and in organising the
first Urban Design Week the next year. By then, the UDG was
increasingly involved in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental initiatives such as CABE and the Urban Design Skills
Working Group.
While the group did not have a direct role in education, it
has influenced the development of urban design education. For a
decade, an exhibition of students’ work was held every other year
and an award sponsored by the Francis Tibbalds Trust was given
to the best projects. Later, under the direction of John Billingham,
this evolved into the group’s National Urban Design Awards
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Recent study tours in 2015-19:
4	Hamburg 2015: Wilhelmsburg
renovated housing and communal
open space
5	Milan 2016: Bosco Verticale housing
6	Vienna 2017: Zaha Hadid library on
the Business University campus
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scheme, the first to be dedicated specifically to urban design, and
continues today.
As part of its commitment to the continuous education of its
members, the group organised study tours to a number of European
countries. Alan Stones took participants to destinations relevant
for their history and heritage. I led short visits to cities noted for
their contemporary urban design achievements. Over more than 20
years, we visited around 25 cities, with the participation of hundreds
of colleagues. Members consistently reported that the trips were
stimulating and enlightening, that they allowed them to see firsthand how professionals worked in different contexts, and that they
came home with new ideas.
A large number of our members know the UDG mostly through
the Urban Design journal. It started as a hand-produced newsletter
at the Polytechnic of Central London (now the University of
Westminster) and gradually developed under the aegis of Mike
Galloway and John Billingham. Early issues of the journal convey the
energy and determination of the original members to show the need
to think differently about how places are designed. Professionally
produced and in full colour now with a wide variety of topics and
a range of contributors, Urban Design is unique in being a nonacademic professional journal that covers a wide range of subjects
related to urban design throughout the world. Also available
online, it is an invaluable resource for professionals, students,
and researchers. Few if any voluntary organisations have managed
to sustain such a publication for so many years with almost no
resources, and without compromising either its quality or scope.
In the first years of the UDG’s life, the word ‘environment’ was
used in a different, more limited way than it is today. The climate
change agenda has emerged gradually but it is now central to urban
design, and that is reflected in the debates within the group and
articles in the journal. Urban designers are essential players in trying
to mitigate climate change and build sustainable cities. Just as was
the case in the group’s existence in its early years, and with new
legislation currently being proposed, urban designers must assert
the importance and value of their work. Through its activities, the
UDG plays a crucial role in this.
This summary can only give a flavour of the UDG’s achievements
which included many others: publications, informed responses to
government publications (including the 2020 Planning White Paper),
involvement and assistance to community groups, blue sky thinking,
lectures, conferences and seminars, and more recently webinars
that reach a global audience.
All this has been achieved with infinitesimally small financial
resources but the voluntary efforts of many. To continue being a
pioneering organisation, the UDG needs more members willing to
get involved, bring new ideas, organise events, and spread the word
widely.

7

8

•

Sebastian Loew, architect and planner, writer, consultant and joint editor
of the UDG’s Urban Design journal

7	Stockholm 2018: UDG members
examining the city model.
Photograph by Vitor Morais
8	Nantes 2019: the mechanical
elephant, part of the
Machines of the Isle of Nantes
eco-neighbourhood
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Zero Waste Masterplanning

1

Jane Manning finds that urban designers
will have new roles in the circular economy

alongside redevelopment proposals, the decision is usually a
financial one. The embodied carbon of an existing building rarely
features in discussions.
So, what if the concept of an entirely circular economy
underpinned our masterplans? How might the design process
change? How different would masterplans look? And crucially how
much more sustainable and resilient might cities and towns be?

The terms zero waste and circular economy are now becoming
commonplace in both public discourse and debate in our industry.
Zero waste refill shops have sprung up in high streets, and
eliminating single use plastics has become a common aim. But what
do these principles mean in the context of the built environment and
how might they influence our approach to places?
In thinking about what we might call ‘zero waste
masterplanning’, it is less useful to think in terms of waste
production or recycling rates, but rather more about cooking. The
secret of French cuisine (and indeed many other cuisines) is using
leftovers or very ordinary ingredients to create something magical.
Each ingredient is brought together in a combination which brings
out the very best in each. This sense of making the best of what you
have has useful parallels for our work.
If we were to take a similarly respectful and thrifty approach
to how we masterplan our urban areas, how might this play out?
Sometimes our tendency is to identify buildings or spaces which
do not work as well as they could, that appear misplaced or
inappropriate to current or future needs. These are then included
in a map of opportunity sites, which can all too quickly put them
into the ‘redevelopment’ category – spaces for us to propose new
designs and uses. Even when we do consider refurbishment options

A circular approach to the built environment
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The UN Sustainable Development Goal 12 requires nations to achieve
sustainable management and the efficient use of natural resources
by 2030. With a significant amount of resources tied up in the built
environment, our industry will be key in helping the UK meet this
target. Ellen MacArthur explains that ‘a circular economy is based
on the principles of designing out waste and pollution, keeping
products and materials in use, and regenerating natural systems’.
As urban designers, we are uniquely placed to realise the move to
a circular economy; we work on a wider spectrum of projects and
scales, and we often set the tone and vision for a town for the next
decades, and can therefore influence the nature of subsequent
development and change. We have the knowledge and skills to
recognise the strengths in each existing piece of urban fabric, as
well as its weaknesses.
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation provides guidance on the
circular economy and the role of the built environment. To-date the
focus has been two-fold: firstly encouraging those planning towns
and cities to embed the principles of zero waste strategically, and
secondly encouraging those designing new buildings to re-use
materials. The Mayor of London has introduced the requirement
for Circular Economy Statements; every major application will
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be required to submit a statement setting out how demand for
materials will be minimised, how secondary materials can be
used, how new materials are being specified to enable their reuse,
and how construction waste will be minimised. The strap line is
‘Designing with Consequence: Rethink Resource Use’.
Missing from these great efforts is an appreciation of how
the circular economy could be embedded between planning
and architecture, at the urban design scale. To-date, the best
publication on the circular economy and the opportunity for the
built environment sector has been prepared by Danish architect
developers, the Lendager Group. Their book A Changemaker’s Guide
to the Future (2018) grasps the scale of the opportunity holistically
and sparks a range of ideas for urban designers (if you’ve not read it,
it is definitely one to beg, borrow or steal).

Zero waste precedents

A trawl of the internet shows little evidence of urban designers
breaking into this space, but perhaps this is because the circular
economy is already partly embedded in what they do. Over the last
five years, some fascinating schemes have been completed which
illustrate just how resourceful we can be with built fabric.

2

In-situ re-use

In Luton’s town centre, The Culture Trust has been buying and
refurbishing former hat factories. Their specific floorplates and
arrangements have proved fertile spaces for re-use as creative
studios, shared workspace, workshops and galleries. Elsewhere,
masterplans for large brownfield sites have included the re-use
of historic buildings. At King’s Cross a former boxing gym was
transformed into a restaurant, the German Gymnasium, and the
former railway goods sheds into a home for Central St Martins
College.
In Liverpool, the Granby Four Streets scheme illustrates not
just how former vacant houses can be brought beautifully back into
use as homes, but also public space. The recent completion of the
Granby Winter Garden has created a completely new type of space
in the neighbourhood, by knocking through two terrace houses to
create a community-owned space available for gardening, social
gatherings, workshops and events.
At the largest scale, ingenious refurbishment schemes for
sprawling retail shopping malls have taken place in north America,
transforming them into office headquarters (Mayfield Mall in
California), mixed use schemes (Arcade Mall in Rhode Island) or
museums (Cinderella City Mall in Colorado). Coming full circle, we
are now witnessing a new type of shopping mall based entirely on
recycling and re-use in the form of ReTuna in Sweden. Here the retail
units are housed above a recycling centre. Waste comes in at the
rear ground floor and is sorted and re-used by the retailers into new
products for sale upstairs.

3

New build

The Lendager Group’s work in Denmark shows how new
developments can be built with entirely re-used and recycled
materials. The Resource Rows scheme in Copenhagen is a high
density residential development recently completed as part of the
wider Ørestad Syd masterplan area. The courtyard development reuses bricks from a former Carlsberg brewery in distinctive modules
to create the façade; upcycled wood from the Copenhagen Metro
construction project; and, upcycled glass to create 52 greenhouses
across the roof gardens. Also within the Ørestad Syd masterplan,
the group’s Upcycle Studios is a live-work scheme of 20 units, which
ingeniously bridges a transition between a commercial area to the
north and residential town houses to the south. The scheme used
1,400 tons of upcycled concrete, as well as upcycled wood for
floors, walls and facades produced from industry offcuts.

A zero waste design process

At the briefing or tender stage of an urban design project, the
mention of circular economy principles could provide an interesting
filter to the approach. Such a mention might place greater value on

4

1	London King’s Cross,
the German Gymnasium
restaurant has given new
life to a former boxing gym.
Source: Allies and Morrison
2–3	Luton,the Hat Factory
bought and refurbished by
the Culture Trust is now a
vibrant arts centre. Source:
The Culture Trust
4	Sweden: the ReTuna centre
is the world’s first recycling
mall. Photograph by Lina
Östling
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the pre-existing context, valuing the everyday not just the standout
pieces in the urban fabric. In Weston-super-Mare, a much-enlarged
conservation area has been designated to recognise the value of
the historic structure of the town and the overall contribution of
each street’s townscape, including the undervalued 20th century
buildings, as well as the landmark Victorian buildings. A brief may
also reflect whether the relevant local authority has declared a
climate emergency, with greater impetus for a resource-minded
approach to design.
The analysis stage is where a large part of the extra legwork
takes place to underpin a zero waste masterplan. The usual
analysis already includes a wave of data useful to circular economy
principles. Understanding the layers of history of a place and the
quality of the townscape, and identifying underutilised space all
contribute to a picture of what can be re-used or upcycled.
A slightly more detailed appraisal of the built stock could
identify the relative value of each building. By mapping the quality
of the urban fabric from a range of standpoints – how robust it is,
how efficient it is or could be, and the ease with which it can be
adapted to new use – a more evidence-based approach to reuse could be established. Data on embodied carbon and energy
performance (EPC scores) can be drawn into the analysis. Such
data can also help to provide hard evidence to support the reuse of
existing fabric. A typical town centre might embody 50,000 tonnes
of carbon in its built fabric and cost £1billion to rebuild. Alongside
a map of the utilisation of space – land uses, vacancy, intensity of
use over a week – one can build a real picture of opportunities for
greater efficiency. It might become more commonplace to engage
conservation architects in urban masterplans to help to inform the
scope for building reuse.
A character analysis of an area can identify particularly resilient
and useful building typologies, as well as public space types.
Revisiting or reinventing these local typologies can help to make
future new development both more flexible and more context-led.
At a basic level, using the historic street pattern to guide the street
layout will support a more flexible fine grained urban structure, as
well as ensure against the need for major new utilities routes and
infrastructure.
As part of masterplans for greenfield development, we may
increasingly be called at the analysis stage to look for opportunities
to reuse local materials. Whether it be spoil for creating new
landscapes as was the case for Northala Fields in London, or
concrete from large construction projects, or wood from local
industries to build and finish new homes. Increasingly the
availability of such opportunities may drive material choices and
therefore design.
The notion of embedding flexibility comes into sharp focus for
urban extensions or new towns. Urban designers are best placed
to establish urban structures which will stand the test of time,
adapting to changes in movement modes, land uses and lifestyles.
Illustrating to clients the optimum block dimensions to support
future flexibility can have a valuable impact, as was the case in the
recent masterplan for Northstowe town centre.

5

6

uses and the parameters involved; we’ll be able to look at any
building footprint and mass, and immediately assess the spectrum
of uses it could potentially hold in the future. We will recognise and
advise on the value of everything already existing, street patterns,
buildings or pavement slabs. We will need to be undaunted by
big hunks like shopping malls, but at the same time we will have
stronger arguments to support the maintenance of fine-grained
urban structures. It’s an exciting time, when our skills can make us
part of the change coming.

•

Jane Manning, Director at Allies and Morrison, Urban Practitioners

New attitudes, new skills

An important role for any masterplan is to set the attitude to
the physical fabric of a place. If our masterplan visions were
underpinned by a strong sense of thriftiness, not just for the sake
of viability but for a wider environmental objective, we might be
less pressured by clients to have bold and glossy vision images and
rather more home-spun, pragmatic and innovative diagrams that
show how each piece in the masterplan has not just been informed,
but made, by its context. Through a circular economy filter, the
future solutions for big box sites might not be to demolish and
replace them with fine-grained higher density housing. Instead we
might find ingenious ways to reuse these large floorplates, or at
least break them down and refashion them into manageable pieces.
In the near future, urban designers will need to be equipped
with a real understanding of how the built fabric can be re-used or
upcycled. We will need to advise on the interchangeability between
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5	Copenhagen: the
Resource Rows project
by Lendager Group is
a high density award
winning development built
from upcycled materials.
Photograph by Seier +
Seier
6	London, the large
landscaped mounds of
Northala Fields were
created using the spoil
from the construction
of the nearby Wembley
Stadium

Robert Huxford outlines current best
practice guidance and standards in street
design

Objective 3: User hierarchy – People first
Manual for Streets contains a user hierarchy which is paralleled in
the National Planning Policy Framework (2019) and National Design

So much of urban design practice involves defining the nature of new
or redesigned streets and public spaces, and the different types of
movement that pass through them. During much of the 20th century
the focus was on motor vehicles. Guidance was issued in a series of
influential but now out-of-date publications including Design and
Layout of Roads in Built-up Areas (1946), Roads in Urban Areas
(1966), and the initial Design Bulletin 32 Residential Roads and
Footpaths, Layout Considerations published in 1977.
These publications were withdrawn in 2007 when the Department
for Transport published Manual for Streets, marking a people-first
focus for street and public space design.
Although many highway authorities have updated their street
design and adoption standards to reflect Manual for Streets, there
are still local authorities which use standards based on the earlier
documents, even though they are half a century old. Then, the
challenge was the accommodation of the motor vehicle, today
the challenges are very different, such as obesity, air pollution,
climate change, and the promotion of equal opportunities. Updated
planning policies, statutory climate change targets, and new
statutory duties such as the Public Sector Equality Duty mean
that the use of the older standards is not merely out-of-date, but
unlawful.
This article compares current street design guidance, including
Manual for Streets, with the withdrawn older street design guidance
and standards to highlight where conflicts lie. At the centre of
this shift in thinking is the use of science and evidence to inform
practice, and the employment of balanced decision-making: taking
into account a wide range of factors in each case, not just vehicle
movement. In particular, statutory duties are to be balanced,
one against the other. The duty under the Traffic Management
Act to ‘secure the expeditious movement of traffic’ is not a duty
that is superior to all other statutory duties, but one that must be
considered alongside others, such as health, equalities, climate
change and of course, the common law duty of care owed by
councils to all highway users.

Current Practice
Objective 1: Have due regard to policies, statutory duties, and
guidance
Street design standards must discharge statutory duties and take
into consideration national and local high-level policies, including
those addressed to local authorities, such as climate change, public
health, air quality, the Public Sector Equality Duty and so on. Failure
to do so may lead to challenge by judicial review, or referral to the
Local Government Ombudsman.
Objective 2: Duty of care owed to all highway users
Councils have a duty of care to both careful and negligent highway
users. They must have regard to the limited ability of children to
judge the speed of oncoming vehicles. They also need to consider
the relationship between vehicle speed and accident causation, and
the severity of injury.

Guidance (2019).
The Public Sector Equality Duty under the Equality Act 2010 places
elderly and disabled people at the top of the hierarchy. It also covers
women. It requires that their needs be given ‘due regard’, which
under Common Law means a vigorous and open-minded inquiry
before settling upon a course of action.
Objective 4: Create quality places
The quality of design and maintenance contributes greatly to
people’s sense of personal security and overall well-being. Buildings
and street designs should complement one another. For example,
street widths and building heights can be adjusted to provide
a sense of enclosure, streets can be aligned on landmarks, and
feature buildings located at junctions.
Objective 5: Cater for all the functions of a street
Manual for Streets lists the functions of a street that must be
balanced so that no one function overrules the other: Place;
Movement; Access; Parking; together with Drainage, Utilities and
Street Lighting.
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) can be incorporated within the
highway or immediately next to it, and local authorities are under a
de facto statutory duty to have development plans that require SuDS
in new development. The need for SuDS depends in turn on the size
of the area paved-over for parking and highways.
Trees and lighting should be designed together: lighting is important
for personal security, and trees are important for climate change
mitigation and adaption, and better mental well-being. Highway
authorities have powers to plant trees within highways and
carriageways. The Trees and Design Action Group are a good source
of further guidance. Utilities include traditional utilities such as
electricity, gas, water, sewerage, telephone and cable, and new
services such as district heating and cooling pipes, recycled water,
and underground waste management systems.
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the design principles

6. Junctions with small corner radii

1. Layouts – connected, permeable, traffic-calmed and inclusive
Create externally
connected,
permeable street
networks with
direct routes to
key destinations.
Control vehicle
traffic using
traffic-calming and
forms of street
design that restrict
traffic speeds to
20mph limits.
Consider low traffic
neighbourhoods.
2. Traditional main streets – not distributor roads
Create streets in the style of the high streets and main streets of
traditional towns, which provide direct routes and make efficient
use of land. Main streets should include buildings that face
directly onto the street to create a more interesting and attractive
environment, with much better surveillance and personal security.
Frontage access to plots can also be provided; research undertaken
for Manual for Streets found that very few accidents occurred at
driveways, even on busy roads. Tree-lined boulevards can be an
effective and attractive option for busy, yet civilised urban streets.
3. Speed – set a design speed of 20mph or below
Younger children cannot judge oncoming traffic travelling at
more than 20mph. Research published in TRL Report 661 – The
Evidence-base for Manual for Streets shows that drivers adjust their
speed according to the local environment, and that speed can be
controlled by reducing forward visibility, and physical and optical
narrowing including narrower carriageways, different surfacing
materials, and on-street car parking.
4. Parking standards – tailor to location
The planning system itself has been updated since the publication
of Manual for Streets. More recent publications and research such
as Space to Park advise tailoring parking provision to the location
of the development and the availability of alternatives to car use.
Housing built in or close to town centres may need few or no car
parking spaces.
5. Junctions: use a broader range within a 20mph environment

Locate buildings and footways to define junctions. Vehicle
movement geometry and tracking should come second. Don’t ban
crossroads.
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Help blind and elderly pedestrians by enabling them to cross
between parallel kerbs. For added convenience and safety, raise
the carriageway to the footway level across the entrance of a
side street, or make a full raised speed-table at T junctions and
crossroads.
7. Vehicle crossovers – keep the footway level
Vehicle access to private property must not interrupt the footway.
Ensure at least a minimum 900mm width is available at normal
footway crossfalls. The cheapest and most satisfactory solution can
be to form crossovers with ramped kerbs that allow the footway to
continue uninterrupted.
8. Design for cyclists from 8 to 80 years of age
Use the latest guidance, such as Local Transport Note 1/20
Cycle Infrastructure Design (2020). Standard 7.36m (24ft) wide
carriageways should not be used.
REferences
Manual for Streets (2007) and Manual for Streets 2 (2010)
Designing Streets (2010)
SCOTS National Roads Development Guide (2015)
Local Transport Note 1/20 Cycle Infrastructure Design (2020)
Report 661 (2007) Transport Research Laboratory (TRL)

withdrawn Practice
Objectives: Priority for vehicles rather than people
The withdrawn guidance dating from the 1970s and earlier
prioritised vehicle movement and vehicles of the largest size,
including bin lorries and removal lorries. The guidance gave
comprehensive information on vehicle dimensions, deceleration
rates and reaction times, but no equivalent information on
pedestrians, cyclists, children, elderly people, or disabled people,
and their abilities and the risks that they run.
Outdated Principles:
Layout
The withdrawn guidance creates areas of housing ringed and
isolated by ‘distributor roads’. The indirect routes followed by the
distributor roads increase travel distances, waste land, and hinder
walking and cycling, deterring people from using more sustainable
modes of travel. The guidance also stops development in the style of
traditional towns. The layouts that result are car-based suburbs.

71
account for around 20 per cent of all reported cyclists killed or
seriously injured casualties, and roundabouts designed to standard
UK geometry can be hazardous for cyclists. The Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges is a design standard for motorways and highspeed trunk roads; it is not a standard for urban streets.
Crossroads banned outright or accepted only in exceptional
circumstances
Some highway authorities continue to ban crossroads and insist on
staggered junctions, yet crossroads are common in traditional towns
and cities. They are convenient for pedestrians, minimise diversions
from desire lines and make it easier to create permeable and legible
street networks. Road safety can be ensured with traffic calming and
20mph speed limits.
Distributor roads are advocated, designed to provide uninterrupted
movement for vehicles. Buildings that front a distributor road and
frontage access are prohibited. Connections can only be made with
a road at the same or adjoining level in the road hierarchy. Problems
include:
	Inefficient use of land – up to 75 percent of the total area of
highway land being taken up by distributor roads and their
margins
	Low density development – increasing travel distances and
costs (including waste collection costs)
	Safety – increased risk of fatal collisions for pedestrians,
especially elderly people and children owing to the higher traffic
speeds
	Poor personal security – due to the absence of natural
surveillance from overlooking buildings.

•
•
•
•

Traffic speeds controlled solely by speed limits – road geometry
enabling speeds greater than limits
The withdrawn guidance sets design speeds that are higher than the
posted speed limits, with wider carriageways and gentler curves.
However research shows that drivers drive according to the local
environment. Greater road widths, longer and gentler curves, and
greater visibility lead to higher traffic speeds, bringing an increased
risk of high-energy collisions and severe or fatal injury.
Low priority for pedestrians and cyclists
The withdrawn guidance places the needs of pedestrians after
those of vehicle users, with little consideration given to cyclists or
disabled people. Pedestrian routes are often indirect, with awkward
crossings, poorly lit alleys and pedestrian tunnels, and inconvenient
foot bridges. Pedestrian railings are used not to protect pedestrians
from out-of-control traffic, but to stop people from crossing the
carriageway.
Minimum parking standards that lead to suburban density and
car dependency
The tradition of minimum parking standards requiring 2-3 parking
spaces per house reduces housing densities to below 30 homes
per hectare, making public transport unattractive and unviable. A
properly conducted sustainability assessment today would condemn
these standards. It is now recognised that parking provision should
be tailored to each location.
Space-wasting roundabouts within urban areas
Roundabouts such as the
‘normal roundabout’ from
Design Manual for Roads
and Bridges take up large
amounts of land, which in
urban areas is at a premium,
and present difficulties for
cyclists and pedestrians
(especially disabled
people). Roundabouts

Junctions with large corner-radii

Junctions with wide corner-radii force pedestrians to choose
between a long crossing distance across the mouth of the junction,
or a diversion to a point where the street is narrower and less risky.
The wide-radii allow vehicles to make the turn faster, adding to the
risk to pedestrians and cyclists.
Vehicle crossovers that interrupt the footway
This is a practice dating from the age of horse-drawn carriages,
Today’s footways should be level and unbroken.

•

Robert Huxford, Director of the Urban Design Group, working with
the Institution of Civil Engineers, in conjunction with the Public Realm
Information and Advice Network (PRIAN), and the Trees and Design
Action Group

Use Current Guidance and Standards
Don’t use withdrawn guidance and standards
Their use could be held unreasonable and irrational through
judicial review owing to failure to discharge statutory duties,
including the Public Sector Equality Duty, climate change
mitigation, public health etc, and contradiction or obstruction
of government planning policy and guidance. Some design
practices may be negligent under the common law.
In addition, their use is likely to be in breach of professional
codes of conduct, likely to invalidate indemnity insurance,
and may also invalidate statutory immunity for councillors and
officers.
If you feel you must or are asked to use withdrawn guidance
or standards, take legal advice and advice from professional
engineers, or similarly competent professionals, who have
confirmed that they are fully competent in current street design
practices and are working in compliance with their code of
professional conduct.
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the Urban Design Group,
please contact:
The Urban Design Group
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020 7250 0892
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www.udg.org.uk
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design thanks to the time and energy
given by the people named here. If you
would like to get involved at a national
or regional level, please do get in touch.

UDG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Husam AlWaer
Philip Black
Leo Hammond
Colin Pullan
Amanda Reynolds
Raj Rooprai
Barry Sellers
Kenji Shermer
Alan Stones
Louise Thomas

Visit the udg website for
more information

How to join
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Urban Design Topics —
40 Issues in 10 Years
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157
January 21	Practice-led Research
156	October 20	Child-Friendly City
155
July 20	Reflections on Urban Design
154	April 20	The Future of the High Street
153
January 20	Southeast Asia
152	October 19
Urban Design Education
151
July 19	Politicians and Urban Design
150	April 19	North-western Europe
149
January 19
Urban Design and Climate Change
148	October 18	The Value of Design Review
147
July18	Streetscape
146	April 18	Post Conflict Urban Design
145
January 18	North America
144	October 17 	Conservation and Urban Design
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July 17	Estate Regeneration
142	April 17	Health and Urban Design
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July 16	Tall Buildings
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January 16	Latin America
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Designing Housing
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July 15	The City as Developer
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Urban Design and New Technology
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130	April 14	Central and Eastern Europe
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January 13	Mixed Streets
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Urban Design in the Middle East
123
July 12
Urban Design and Localism
122	April 12	Temporary Urbanism
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120	October 11	Transport Terminals
119
July 11	India
With many thanks to our guest topic editors for each issue.
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As a collaborative
practice at Perkins+Will,
we craft places people
love—places that
actively improve the
social, economic, and
environmental health of
cities.

tion,

Creating successful places through deliverable and
sustainable design. By combining our technical skills,
market knowledge and design experience with our
commercial advice and creative innovation, the results
are responsive, successful and attractive solutions.
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If your background is in urban design, architecture, landscape,
planning, public realm or regeneration, you are playing a vitally
important role in shaping the setting for life in our cities, towns and
villages. The Urban Design Group’s new Recognised Practitioner
initiative gives you the unique opportunity to gain recognition for your
skills and knowledge in urban design.
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Second edition
Bally Meeda

Clapham Old Town Public Realm
WINNER: NLA Awards 2015 ‘Best Public Space’; and
WINNER: London Planning Awards 2015 ‘Best New Public Space’

Producing a graphical representation of an urban design, town
planning or a regeneration project is an essential aspect of the
design process. How do practitioners use these graphics to best
effect and how are they created most effectively?

Brighton North Street Public Realm
HIGHLY COMMENDED at the Landscape Institute Awards 2017,
‘Adding Value through Landscape’.

Graphics for Urban Design provides guidance on how to use graphic
techniques to stimulate and communicate ideas through the urban
design process. Now fully updated in this second edition, the book
will showcase methods for producing hand-rendered and computergenerated visuals as well as delivering information on drawing maps,
collecting data and understanding build perspectives.
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The book will reveal the whole process and contains chapters
that cover

We understand the real social, cultural and
economic value of streets and spaces, and always
strive to make cities and towns healthier, more
successful, and more enjoyable.

Exmouth House
3 - 11 Pine Street
London EC1R 0JH
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producing drawings
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graphics in the urban design process

■

showing technical expertise

■

how to produce outputs

■

managing all aspects of production.
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Arup is a market leader in the provision of
climate change and resilience services.

Available as hardback
and eBook:

We undertake research, and provide practical
advice to buildings, infrastructure and
masterplanning project teams.

To order
Online: www.icebookshop.com
Email: orders@icepublishing.com
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Packed with case studies and examples of best practice, this practical,
full colour guide will be an must-have purchase for graphic design
students as well as practitioners, commissioners, graphic designers, 3D
artists, cartographers and project managers.

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

Urban
DesiGn

■

Spring 2019
Urban Design Group Journal
ISSN 1750 712X

northwestern
eUrope

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

URBAN
DESIGN London Wetland Center
GROUP © Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

URBAN
DESIGN
GROUP

Urban
Design
Trees as landmarks can

give a community a new
identity and encourage
civic pride.

Summer 2019
Urban Design Group Journal
ISSn 1750 712x

politicians anD
Urban Design

Urban
DesiGn

Autumn 2019
Urban Design Group Journal

S A V I L L S U R B A N D E S I G NISSNS1750
T U712X
DIO

DesiGn
Savills Urban Design Studio specialise in Urban
the design
of complex
eDUCation
masterplans, urban design and architectural studies
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SOUTHEAST ASIA

With an incredible range of tools for landscape design and
architecture, Vectorworks enables thousands of professionals
working with the built environment to realise their visions every day.

JUST SOME OF THE TASKS YOU CAN USE VECTORWORKS FOR..
• Town Planning
• Architecture
• Landscape Design
• Concept Proposals
• BIM Delivery
• Rendering & Visuals
• Online Presentation (with Vectorworks Service Select)

FIND OUT MORE
VECTORWORKS.NET/UK/URBANDESIGN

Talk to us about how our soil cell tree pits enable
sustainable cities.
World’s leading provider of tree pit solutions.
Building a greener environment for future generations.
SuDS solutions for flood risk management.
Advisors in urban design offering on-site support.
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Contact
33 Margaret Street
London W1 0JD
+44 (0) 20 3320 8255
pfrankum@savills.com
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Covid 19 has made us all acutely aware of
the negative effects that certain urban
conditions can have on our lives.
Now is the time to act: the way we design
our cities today will save lives tomorrow.
The Urban Design Group is hosting a series of
webinars with experts and thought leaders
to help formulate the action we need to
overcome this crisis and prepare ourselves for
the next.
Make sure you join us every Thursday
5.30 – 6.30 pm BST

OPEN TO ALL – register via www.udg.org.uk

Contact our London studio:
Nova North, 11 Bressenden Place,
Westminster, London SW1E 5BY
infrastructuremarketing@atkinsglobal.com

Watch previous sessions on YouTube:
UrbanDesignGroup/playlists
thanks to our media partner, Urban Nous
UDG members interested in hosting an ideasSPACE
event please contact administration@udg.org.uk
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Vision for an urban park in Manchester
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E vectorworks@cadsoftwaredirect.com
CADSoftwareDirect is a Vectorworks Reseller.
Vectorworks is a registered trademark of Vectorworks, Inc.
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Glasgow City Centre Avenues
UM is the lead designer for this ambitious project, making the
city centre’s main streets better for walking, cycling, + city life.

We specialise in research, planning, strategy and
design for streets, and our inter-disciplinary team
has all the skills necessary to work creatively and
effectively in the most complex and challenging
of urban environments.
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Venn Street Public Realm
WINNER: London Transport Awards 2015 ‘Excellence in Walking’;
and HIGHLY COMMENDED at the RTPI Awards 2015.

PuBliSh daTe: August 2018
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E mail@erectarchitecture.co.uk
www.erectarchitecture.co.uk

• Architecture
• Public realm design
• Play design
• Landscape design
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