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The pursuit of growth or 
regeneration? 

 

“this landmark event 
will explore how good 
urban design helps to 
create an advanced, 
balanced and truly 
sustainable economy 
which can support 
homes, jobs, vibrant 
town centres and a high 
quality of life”  



Regeneration: pre and post 
recession 

The enduring challenge 

Prospects for regeneration 



Regeneration: pre and post 
recession 

• ‘Big’ projects

• Iconic designs

• Housing-led mixed use 
schemes

Renaissance
• Marginalisation of 

design issues and focus 
on deliverability

• Relegation of place 
quality interventions

Recession

• Intensification of existing 
buildings and spaces

• Smaller projects, 
maximising existing 
infrastructure

Recovery



 

Big projects 

 Iconic designs 



 

Big Visions  



 

Scaled back delivery 



Mothballed projects 



 

Reuse and intensified 
use of space 



The enduring challenge: economic 
growth and social inclusion 

 

 Regenerating and shaping places for people and 
for profit 

 Urban designers are at the nexus of reconciling 
these challenges – adding value as well as reducing 
costs 

 Ouseburn: It is an area that has been undergoing 
regeneration since at least the 1930s! 

 

 



Ouseburn 
 

 Location: south east of 
Newcastle city centre 

 Size: approx 100 hectares 

 Population: Over 350 mainly 
micro-businesses 

 Ownership: public and 
private mixed 

 Governance: Ouseburn Trust, 
Ouseburn Futures et al. 



Regeneration timeline 

 1930s to 1950s – Slum clearance programmes and 
relocation 

 1960s – Council-led plan to create a large public open 
space and landscaped gardens 

 1970s – City Farm established and emergence of co-
operatives in the area 

 1980s – Declared an Industrial Improvement Area. 
Quayside regeneration displaces unsightly businesses 

 1990s – SRB fund for social and economic regeneration 

 2000s – Single Programme funding aimed at attracting 
cultural industries 

 



 



 



 

 In 2005, the RDA funded a 
“Completing Regeneration” 
project, which intended to lay 
the final foundations for private 
sector investment  

 Most recently, Carillion-Igloo JV 
working with the Council and 
HCA to develop a package of key 
sites 

 Regeneration Plan 2012-2020 

 … the area’s regeneration 
remains ongoing 

 



Prospects for regeneration 
 

 Big regeneration schemes are still being conceived 
and implemented, but with less frequency 

 Smaller schemes can be no less significant – new 
uses for old spaces 

 Community-led initiatives, co-design and co-
production 

 Regeneration is a long-term challenge – it is a 
process as much as an outcome 



The end of regeneration or a new 
beginning? 


