
David Harrison – London Living Streets

The High Street: the lessons of history



Section 1: a brief history of shopping



Town origins: Oxford, Salisbury



Market, Fairs and shops



Medieval Shops



Shops : 18th and 19th centuries



Shopping centres 



Shopping centres and the car 



Section 2: Lessons from the past



There is always change; do not regret demise 
of chain store. Cornmarket, Oxford.



High density, mixed use – living over the shop



Local distinctiveness



Places for play 



Governance: cities have lost their powers:
Salisbury



Central Government has always had a key role



Car parking: 
- Cheap parking close to the centre not the answer 
- Towns/cities are not just retail parks 



Bedford


