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UDG 
February 21* 
Tuesday 6pm 

February 28 
Tuesday 8pm 

March 20* 
Tuesday 6pm 

March 31 and 
April 1 

May 15* 
Tuesday 6pm 

May 23 

June 12* 

September 
22/23 

Programme 
1984 
"THE AESTHETIC CONTROL DEBATE" 
by Terry O' Rourke (Chairman of the 
RTPl/RIBA Joint Carmittee on Design 
Control) and John Punter (Reading 
University). 

"URBAN SYNTAX" 
by Bill Hillier - UDG Eastern Region 
Meeting at Chelmer Institute (see 
details elsewhere on this page). 

"A PLACE TO LIVE OR A PLACE TO DRIVE" 
by Tim Pharoah (Polytechnic of the 
South Bank) and Mike Jenks (Oxford 
Polytechnic). Chairman : David Pike 
(Assistant Director of Planning and 
Ccmnuni cat ions, London Borough of 
Camden). 

Workshop on "URBAN DESIGN BRIEFS" 
at Magdelane College, Oxford. (See 
details elsewhere on this page). 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by 
"CLASSICISM REVISITED" 
fcy David Dunster (Bartlett School of 
Architecture). 
Seminar on "DESIGN FOR RESPONSIVE 
ENVIRONMENTS" 
at Oxford Polytechnic. (See details 
elsewhere on this page). 
"TOE LIFE OR DEATH OF THE HIGH STREET" 
All Day Conference. Full details to 
be announced. 

WEEKEND FORUM in Liverpool. 
Full details to be announced. 

Meetings thus marked will be held at the 
Polytechnic of Central London (Rocm 605 or ground 
floor T,ecture Rocm), 35 Marylebone Road, London, 
NW1 . (Baker Street Tube Station). 

Other Events 
OXFORD POLYTECHNIC 
Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Estate 
Management Short Course Unit 
JOINT CENTRE FDR URBAN DESIGN in conjunction with the 
URBAN DESIGN GROUP 
WORKSHOP ON URBAN DESIGN BRIEFS 

31 March - 1 April 1984. 

Magdalen College, Oxford. 

The urban design brief has been widely adopted as an 
instrument for prcmoting guality in new urban 
development in towns. In spite of this accumulated 
experience, little attention has been paid to 
evaluating the results of briefing in terms of its 
ability to achieve stated aims. This workshop will 
be concerned with evaluating recent experience in the 
City of Oxford where six proposals were made in 
response to a brief for Gloucester Green. 

Participants will work in six groups, each of which 
will be required to evaluate the extent to vdnich one 
proposal has met the letter and spirit of the issued 
brief. Based on this analysis the workshop will then 
determine the extent to which the brief has been 
successful and investigate the ways that the process 
could have been modified to make it even more 
effective. 
Organised by: 

Contributors: 

IVOR SAMUELS 
Senior Lecturer, Joint Centre for 
Urban Design, Department of Town 
Planning and Department of 
Architecture, Oxford Polytechnic. 

DBEW MACKIE 
Partner, Johnson Marshall, 
Hare. 

Mackie and 

JOHN BILLINGHAM 
City Architect and Planning Officer, 
Oxford City Council. 

URBAN DESIGN GROUP EASTERN REGION 

URBAN SYNTAX 

Tuesday 28 February 1984 at 8.00 pm. 

Department of Planning, Chelmer Institute of Higher 
Education, Victoria Road South, Chelmsford, Essex. 

FRED JEWELL 
Planning Department, 
Council. 

Oxford City 

FEE: £ 30 (includes overnight accomodation 
and meals at Magdalen College). 

DESIGN FOR RESPONSIVE ENVIRONMENTS 

Bill Hillier of the Bartlett School of Architecture 
and Planning will explain his team's method of 
analysing new development in terms of its 
interconnectedness with the surrounding environment. 

UDG Weekend Forum: 
revised date 
The date for this year's Forum has been changed frcm 
7/8 April as previously announced in the year's 
prograirme to the weekend of 22/23 September. It is 
proposed to hold the Forum in Liverpool with 
accomodation at a University Hall of Residence. The 
Garden Festival will be open during this time. The 
subject of the Forum will relate to the regeneration 
of the inner city and will include speakers frcm the 
Merseyside Development Corporation. The cost of 
accomodation, dinner, lunch and the seminars will be 
about £ 22. For further details please contact John 
Billingham (day 0865 249811 ext 486; evening 0235 
26094). Details will appear in the next Quarterly. 

One-day Seminar. 

Wednesday 23 May 1984. 

Oxford Polytechnic, Headington, Oxford. 

This seminar will discuss ways of designing urban 
places to maximise the choice available to the people 
who use them. Speakers will draw on their own 
experience of inner city redevelopment to focus on 
design at the larger scale: basic layout, massing 
and patterns of uses for large urban sites. 
FEE: £ 20 (includes coffee, lunch and tea). 

Further details available frcm: 

Carolin Tidbury, c/o Department of Town Planning, 
Oxford Polytechnic, Headington, Oxford, 0X3 OBP. 
(Tel : 0865 60035). 
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Strangling not Streamlining the Cities? 
STRANGLING NOT STREAMLINING1 
RESPONSE BY THE URRAN DESIGN GROUP ON THE GOVERNMENT 
VHITE PAPER : "STREAMLINING THE CITIES" (Ccrmand 
9063). Submitted to the DoE on 26 January 1984. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

MORE DETAILED COMMENTS 

The Group is concerned with all the ramifications of 
the Government's proposals, nevertheless its main 
focus is cxi planning, environmental and development 
matters and the professional interests of its members 
in these areas. 

Urban designers (including architects, planners, 
engineers, landscape architects and others) provide 
professional services to a wide range of clients in 
the cities affected; the vast majority also have 
their offices (both public and private) in these 
cities. By reason of our work, especially in the 
private sector, we are daily aware of the many 
short comings of the present system of local 
government in the Metropolitan Counties. We should, 
therefore, have solid grounds for welcoming the 
Government's proposals. However, the proposals in 
the Government's White Paper are not welcomed by this 
Group. Changes and reform are required but they must 
be for the better. The Government's proposals are a 
recipe for confusion and procrastination. They are 
wrong in principle and ill-considered in detail. 

The Group comes to this conclusion with regret 
because we, and other professional associations, 
eagerly awaited a fresh broom to sweep away a good 
deal of bureaucracy. This the proposals may do, but 
they also sweep away valuable structures and would 
spread confusion. This is particularly true of its 
abandonment of unified strategic planning and 
transportation. The White Papier does not provide a 
convincing case for the separation and dispersal of 
these activities - rather the reverse. 

The Group has many points of detail to make on the 
contents of the White Paper but its main argument is 
that there remains a demonstrable and unchallenged 
case for a strategic planning and transportation 
authority in each of the Metrolpolitan Areas, 
(particularly in London) under democratically 
constituted control. The White Paper proposals to 
disperse the functions between Central Government, 
Boroughs/districts, a separate transport agency and a 
variety of other quangos is unacceptable and 
unworkable. 

If implemented unchanged the results would be highly 
detrimental to the infrastructure and fabric of our 
largest cities. It would diminish the guality of 
life for the citizens and the internal economy of 
these cities. It would also adversely affect the 
development and construction industries. We believe 
this would be an inescapable consequence and result 
in the new administrative system being widely 
unsupported, divisive and eventually unworkable. The 
only merit is that it would be short-lived. 

The arguments advanced by the Government are ill-
founded and deeply flawed. Objectives are obscure, 
there is an absence of convincing analysis and the 
conclusions are conseguently arbitrary. 

Our great cities deserve better - as was recognised 
by all previous reforms, which were based upon the 
findings of special ccnmittees. There will be no 
stability unless a fresh, independent examination is 
made. This should be done quickly within a limited 
timescale. 

Because of the unprecedented damaging effects these 
proposals could have on the environment of our 
cities, the Urban Design Group calls upon all the 
professions involved to speak with one voice against 
the White Paper. Unless the Government is persuaded 
to change its mind the cities will be strangled not 
streamlined. Britain would be the only country in 
the western world which does not have a 
democratically elected local authority to serve its 
capital city. 

Efficient Co-ordination 

Urban designers and architects wish to see their 
schemes constructed without undue delay. They also 
wish to see them fit into well ordered attractive 
surroundings. In addition, they hope that the 
buildings will enhance the lives of the users who 
mast be provided with convenient transportation. To 
achieve all this in cur large cities requires a high 
degree of mature co-ordination and co-operation. 
Although this has not been achieved by the present 
local authority structure in the Metropolitan Areas, 
there have been some successful attempts. The 
untried and unsettling new arrangements proposed by 
the Government are most unlikely to improve on any 
one of the factors listed, even if voluntary co-
ordination and co-operation between Boroughs, 
districts and transport agencies occurred. 

Large cities all over the world have a primary local 
authority which co-ordinates city-wide policies, 
strategic and large scale projects. In the western 
world they are controlled by principles of 
democratically elected authorities, with Central 
Government's involvement minimised. Experience shows 
that this system works best. The Government's 
proposals fly in the face of this concensus. This is 
especially disturbing because Great Britain has been 
an example to all - much studied by other countries. 
The reasons for the Government's desire to depart 
frcm the principles defies analysis and it is not at 
all clear in the consultation documents. The Group 
therefore can only read between the lines and assume 
that the true purpose is not stated and is really 
more concerned with a political and personality 
struggle than with the real problems of the cities. 

Whether or not the GLC and other Metropolitan 
Councils exist, their work must be done by some 
formal agency - this is inescapable. The needs of 
the cities cannot be solved merely by financial and 
organisational juggling to which the consultation 
gives so much attention - much more thought is needed 
to overall strategic thinking and integration of 
services. It is up to Government to demonstrate why 
the present system requires such drastic change and 
how it will operate. Such important changes cannot 
be made so arbitrarily and the outcome left to 
chance. The worst feature of all the current 
legislation is the divorce of the administration of 
planning from transportation, when the two are in 
actuality inseparable. 

We have major qualms concerning the dispersion of 
powers to the Boroughs with the only co-ordination 
exercised through voluntary boards and as a last 
resort Government reserve powers. This is a recipe 
for chaos, which wri.ll in effect substitute the 
Central Government for the Metropolitan County 
Councils. In London the proposed "London Planning 
Carmission" could prove a futile gesture. It could 
easily become a body whose purpose would quickly slip 
into obscurity, ignored by the Boroughs and Secretary 
of State alike. 

Major Urban Design Projects 

Enormous difficulties are foreseen to urban design 
schemes which require unstinting collaborative 
effort. Many projects and studies which have 
successfully been launched in the Metropolitan Areas 
would have been stillborn if they had occurred during 
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a regime on the lines proposed by the Government. 
Examples are numerous but to mention a few: in 
Tyneside, the Tyne and Wear Metro and its integration 
with associated land uses, development and highways; 
in Greater Liverpool, the Merseyside Maritime Museum 
and rehabilitation proposals for Albert Dock; in West 
Midlands, the Birmingham Airport scheme; in South 
Yorkshire, the Rother Valley Country Park. 

Within Greater London there are a host of projects: 
Covent Garden, St Katherine Docks, London's Canal Way 
Parks, Thamesmead, the Thames Barrier, creation of 
major open spaces at Colne Valley and Lee Valley 
regional Parks, also Burgess and Mile End Parks, 
inner city renewal through the Ccnrnunity Areas 
policies, 'Light up the Thames' and bridge painting, 
South Bank enhancements and associated activities, 
and the initiation and direction of the final scheme 
for Piccadilly Circus, new being implemented by the 
Greater London Council. 

Professional Excellence 

In addition to the prcminent projects and studies 
mentioned, the Metropolitan authorities provide 
invaluable central services without which the beauty 
of our large cities could disappear and their 
environment deteriorate. Again the GLC provides a 
good example with its Historic Buildings Unit and its 
Scientific Services Unit. Other excellent highly 
skilled advisory services are found in its new 
Ecology Unit and its continuing advice on high 
buildings. The GLC1s Architects Department has an 
outstanding record of accomplishment and world wide 
reputation, if it is destroyed London will be much 
the poorer. 

High Buildings Policy 

In addition the GLC provides an advisory monitoring 
service and assistance to Boroughs where high 
buildings proposals are made. Although the Boroughs 
now have the main responsiblitiy for such matters, 
there has been no sign that co-operation or 
consultation exists. Only the GLC's continued 
informal intervention has ensured that other Boroughs 
affected by a proposal are consulted. The Council's 
experience, records and skilled staff are still 
providing a service on an issue which, like historic 
buildings and air pollution etc, are no respecter of 
boundaries, where for example St Paul's is seen from 
as far away as Richmond Park. London' s appearance 
and skyline will be under threat of irrepairable 
damage if this informal service did not exist. 

exercise reserve powers would be too fully stretched 
to tackle all but a few of the cases, these being the 
ones en which the media concentrates. 

Loss of Professional Skills 

The proposals will denude cities of urban design 
skills by removing experienced and creative staff 
from positions of influence and authority. Because 
of their training, urban designers have brought a new 
dimension to out-dated thinking in many fields where 
architectural and design influence was previously 
non-existent. Urban designers have been at the 
forefront of the growth in importance of 
environmental thinking on all types of projects. 
This capacity may well be lost in smaller 
organisations or so reduced as to lose all 
significance. This applies particularly on civil 
engineering, road construction and traffic management 
schemes. Many councils have established specialist 
teams of many disciplines to tackle such projects, eg 
the GLC's Area Teams, Vihich are virtually unique in 
bringing together architects, planners and engineers. 

Inconsistency between Authorities 

There is also likely to be carpet it ion between 
authorities, which given inevitable short-term self-
interest will be to the disbenefit of other 
authorities. Seme examples have been given (roads, 
high buildings and hypermarkets). There could, 
however, be more subtle influences at work, eg. less 
rigorous planning standards such as on car parking, 
or more ready acceptance of large scale office 
development and shopping expansion, or ripple effects 
of traffic management schemes (parking zones, one-way 
systems), which could erode the standards of 
neighbouring Boroughs or draw development away from 
them. 

There must also be grave concern about the Green 
Belts. Like all belts this is only as strong as its 
weakest links. The Green Belts serve the whole city, 
but districts and Boroughs are well known for their 
"more flexible" attitudes, especially with regard to 
rateable development on the M25 which could adversely 
affect the Inner City areas. The Green Belts cannot 
survive on a piecemeal basis, which would be the 
effect of the White Paper proposals. Calls for 
voluntary co-operation on all these issues is just a 
pious hope which will at most be spasmodically 
fulfilled. The Central Government's resources to 

News: RTPI & RIBA 
ROYAL TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 

UDG members have not only secured a healthy 
representation on the new RTPI Council but include 
the President - John Anderson - and four Board 
Chairmen - John Collins (Finance, Staff and 
Premises), Terry O'Rourke (Professional Practice), 
David Pike (Membership) and Francis Tibbalds 
(Consultancy). Other UDG members on the FTPI Council 
are Walter Bor and Anne Goring. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 

Despite the strong links between architecture and 
urban design, the UDG does not, to the Editors' 
knowledge, have any members on the RIBA Council. 
Nominations are currently being invited (see page 80, 
RIBA Journal, January 1984) and UDG members are 
encouraged to stand. If and when you do, please make 
yourself known to us so that we may support, your 
candidature in any ways appropriate. 
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Nuffield Inquiry 
INQUIRY INTO TOE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING SYSTEM : 
ISSUES RAISED BY TOE URBAN DESIGN GROUP 

The following is the text of the brief submission 
made to the Inquiry in 1983. 
1 . TOE URBAN DESIGN GROUP 

The Group was established in 1979 and is the only one 
which represents urban designers in the United 
Kingdom. It is a registered Charity. Its current 
membership is around 300 and includes practicing 
architects, town planners, landscape architects and 
related professionals frcm the public and private 
sectors, together with educationalists and 
journalists. It publishes a Quarterly journal and 
arranges meetings and conferences throughout the year 
on urban design matters. 

2. WHAT IS URBAN DESIGN? 
There is no single agreed definition. 'Urban Design' 
is at the interface between architecture, town 
planning, landscape architecture, engineering and 
related social science and environmental management 
professions. It is the creative activity by which 
the form and character of the urban environment at 
the local scale may, over time, be devised, modified 
and controlled in circumstances of social, economic, 
technological and/or political change. It can be 
thought of as "lots of buildings" or "space around 
buildings" or "a thoughtful municipal policy" or 
"everything that can be seen out of a window". 

3. VfTY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Urban Design is important because its prime concern 
is with the physical product of the planning process. 
The public inevitably judges planning by the guality 
- principally the physical quality - of what it sees 
around it. The concern is with the function, 
attractiveness and management of places as a whole 
and less with individual buildings, plans, procedures 
and legislation, however well conceived each of these 
may be in its cwn right. The Inquiry Carmittee 
recognises the evolutionary importance of Urban 
Design in the first sentence of its Terms of 
Reference : "The system of tcwn and country planning 
has evolved frcm an initial concern with physical 
aspects of urban design, through social policy 
(garden cities, new towns), to economic policy 
(regional policies, job creation), and major issues 
of national policy (energy policy, conservation)". 

4. CURRENT ISSUES AND PROBLEM AREAS 

(i) Recognition 

Urban Design needs to be properly recognised and 
promoted by the relevant environmental Institutes. 
The professions are too fragmented. In particular 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and the 
Royal Town Planning Institute in recent years have 
become polarised in their outlook and too remote frcm 
the public that their members serve. Tcwn planners 
have become too involved in systems and processes as 
ends in their own right. Architects have become 
obsessed with 'going it alone' and breaking free from 
aesthetic and other planning controls. Both are 
badly at fault. 

(ii) The Need for Greater Collaboration 

Instead of taking entrenched attitudes about 
development control, the professions can and should 
collaborate to find solutions to the real issues of 
providing a better environment for living, working 
and recreation. The separate environmental 

Institutes run the risk of becoming increasingly 
remote and irrelevant. If these inward-looking pre-
occupations are not stemmed, they will be relegated 
to second and third place in the field of urban 
development by estate agents, funding institutions, 
builders and all sorts of package-dealers who are 
already more outward-looking, synoptic in attitude 
and au fait with the real world. Collaboration in 
the theory and practice of Urban Design could be a 
most significant step to preventing this. 

(iii) Inadequate Educational Resources 

The few remaining UK Urban Design courses are under 
threat. The problem seems to be partly that Urban 
Design, while being the crucial cannon ground between 
the established development professions is largely 
seen by the professions themselves, and so by 
Government, as marginal; and partly that both 
architectural and planning concerns are marginal to 
the principal interests of both SERC and SSRC, who 
are the only bodies charged with providing funding 
for students. Naturally, in times of financial 
stringency such 'margins' are seen as expendable. 

(iv) Defining the Client 

Whilst Urban Design is practised for the benefit of 
the ccmnunity at large, the 'client' for it is not 
always readily identifiable. Architects have 
specific clients and non-specific products. Town 
planners have non-specific clients and non-specific 
products. Urban designers have the worst of both 
worlds - non-specific clients, but specific products. 

(v) Safeguarding Quality 

Our members are deeply concerned in their everyday 
work with the maintenance and improvement of 
standards of Urban Design. Government legislation 
and Circulars give very little attention or priority 
to the quality of the environment, other than in 
Conservation Areas. All areas are deserving of 
attention which will enhance or improve environmental 
quality, and the public has a right to a system which 
encourages creativity in Urban Design. 

(vi) An Effective Role for Urban Designers 

The development control system, however inperfect, is 
still the only means of safeguarding quality. 
Central Government should stress the need for 
developers and local planning authorities to employ 
properly qualified professionals to ensure that 
design standards are maintained and improved. It is 
a particular problem in the public sector that the 
Urban Designer is rarely afforded Chief Officer 
status or adequate resources to implement proposals. 

(vii) Value for Money 

The fact that the country is in a state of economic 
recession does not diminish the need for quality and 
the need for the wise use of resources. Urban Design 
is rarely about lavish expenditure or grandiose 
redevelopment projects : more typically it is 
concerned with small-scale, modest, sensitive, 
revitalisation projects or encouraging others to 
improve. 

5. TOE WAY FORWARD 

The following are some of the things that could 
improve matters: 
... to agree areas of commonality between 

professionals in terms of problems, objectives 
and commitment to the oarmunity that we all serve 

... joint meetings and other activities by the 
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Institutes (FTPI, RICS, RIBA, LI, etc) 
... joint educational training 

... better links between Urban Design and education 
and practice 

... greater carinitment to Urban Design education 
guality by Government in legislation, Circulars 
and funding of training and research. 

6. NEXT STEPS 

The Urban Design Group would welccme an opportunity 
to expand or elaborate any of the above brief heads 
which prove of particular interest to the Inguiry 
Carmittee. 

News: PTRC 
PTRC ANNUAL MEETING 

Programmes are now being finalised for the 12th 
Sumner Annual Meeting at Sussex University on 10-13 
July. The Planning Stream will again include a two 
day "Design and Development" Seminar, likely to 
interest UDG members. Papers will be related to the 
theme of urban regeneration and several are being 
contributed by UDG members. Details are obtainable 
frcm Sally Scarlett, PTRC Education and Research 
Services Limited, 110 Strand, London, . 

LIFE ON LANZAROTE 
Vistors to the Canary Island of Lanzarote will have 
seen the strict and very successful design control 
exercised over tourist development, as well as 
spectacular presentations of the island's natural 
assets - restaurants over volcanoes, 
concerts, subterranean 

underground 
"son et lumiere" etc. 

The credit for most of this must go to the island's 
cultural and artistic mandarin - Cesar Manrigue. 
Impressed by the island can a visit in 1983, Francis 
Titbalds contacted Senor Manrigue and asked whether 
he would contribute to the Quarterly. The following 
article, translated frcm Spanish, sets out his 
philosophy and deeply felt concerns about man's 
activities in the natural evironment. 

LIFE IS WORTH LIVING 

"Life is absolutely marvellous in spite of the fact 
that we form part of this species". 

Cesar Manrique 

My love of life and constant creativity has caused me 
to study, contemplate and ccme to love Nature's great 
wisdcm. Human beings have been clumsy enough to turn 
their backs on her and create a series of absurd 
repressive recipes of artificial morals with the sole 
aim of creating urihappiness and pain. 

In ancient times man had to defend himself against 
hostile natural elements by seeking refuge in caves, 
fighting tenpests and struggling to subsist. But for 
a long time now man has not understood the 
possibilities or the potential of the enormous talent 
nature possesses, nor all the energy she contributes 
and all that she can teach him. Everything has been 
discovered by the Universe. All we have left is to 
attain greater humility, to admit our own limitations 
and to attempt, in any way we can, to learn frcm the 
experience of millions of centuries of this 
magnificent balance of natural perfections. 

Man has created crass idiocy, with his arrogant, vain 
and theatrical character, to the point of 
demonstrating his elemental inefficiency. 

In the midst of his pride, he has always wished to 
inpose his system upon others by means of frontiers, 
flags, nationalities, religion, political systems, 
armed groups, mental superstructures, and so on -
handing out social and political recipes which have 
nothing in ccrmon with the biological and elemental 
principles which govern Nature, and which have 
unleashed in the species a destiny with no specific 
aim and an incapacity for perceiving a happy future. 

A. U- Ftevweki^A 

All this is as seen frcm a social/political/moral 
point of view, but what is really dramatic is the 
absolute individual and collective irresponsibility 
when faced with atmospheric deterioration, especially 
in the case of the collective attitude, in view of 
the fact that an individual could be forgiven (and 
this is evident) due to a lack of basic education or 
learning. But an attitude planned by entire nations 
vhere so-called State Planning intelligence, through 
the so-call selection of human intelligence destined 
for the government of every cctnnunity on the planet, 
is absolutely unjustified. When the thought 
processes of that snrall minority of "clean" men, 
simple, unadorned, with an elemental and logical 
truth in their hands, despair when faced with the 
progressive and suicidal deterioration of this 
"clumsy" humanity, that total destruction occurs at 
supersonic sp>eeds. 

The budget of every country 
manufacture, with the aim of 
species, is of such dimensions 
spent solely in the short space 

on earth for arms 
destroying its cwn 
that with the amount 
of one year, all the 

shit man himself has spread, destroying and 
massacring impeccable nature, could be cleaned up. 
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I think, that the human species is the only one 
capable of indulging in such barbarous practice, and 
the only species which is not adapted to life on 
earth. The signs couldn't be more cminous. 

If man still possessed the natural instinct he has 
lost - logic and a sense of hew we could live - he 
would have planned his habitat and housing, his 
villages and cities or towns, in the same way this 
was done only eighty years ago, with open spaces for 
the comfortable development of his life, attempting 
in any way possible to create the kind of comfortable 
paradise for his activities. And it is precisely 
now, when the increasing number of motor cars 
threatens to overcome us in geometrical progression, 
when tewns and cities should be extended with 
buildings of only one or two floors, creating wide 
open green areas so that citizens are not poisoned by 
pollution, which is exactly what is happening because 
of land speculation and man's insistence on 
introducing the greatest number of motor cars into 
the smallest amount of space in every city. 

Can one carprehend such stupidity and idiocy which, 
as a result of the land speculation swindle with the 
sole pnrpose of satisfying a disproportionate anxiety 
for urgent financial gain, is capable of abolishing 
for ever the whole future of a country? 

Whenever all this is talked about, ccrrmented upon or 
denounced, it seems that it is considered idealism, 
Utopia or nonsense, and not worthy of listening to 
because the irresponsibility of the greater part of 
society in which we live is so monstrous, insensitive 
and ignorant. It is only interested in financial 
gain and swindle as urgently as possible, with no 
concept or interest in the fact that deluge will 
follow. 

When faced with this reality, what do the men who 
rule over us do, when nowhere is even a minimum 
effort to paralyse the process to be seen so that we 
can at least hope? 

In the micro-climate of my island of Lanzarote, and 
under abominable conditions of economic development, 
I have been able to contribute my grain of sand. The 
results could not have been more fruitful. Deep 
down, anything can be achieved through great passion, 
great love and total dedication. 
Lanzarote is no longer anonymous and this happened 
scarcely 15 years ago. Before its "birth", life on 
the island was hard, very hard, when, in years of 
drought, many had to emigrate because they had 
nothing to eat or drink. 

I remember when I was a child, it was almost shameful 
to have been born on this island. Lanzarote was the 
"Cinderella" of the Canary Islands. 

Following the great effort within this short space of 
time of fighting to create, plan and see what line 
and style would finally mark this island burned by 
more than three hundred volcanoes, let us begin by 
giving it its own authentic volcanic nature, 
accentuating its own unique agriculture and following 
the lines of clean, serious and elegant pxpular 
architecture, etc. Apart frcm enhancing those places 
where nature had created something impossible to 
ccnpare with any catalogued beauty, and which were 
found in a state of total degradation due to lack of 
sentiment, sensitivity, education, culture and, worst 
of all, autodestruction, although this will never be 
understood. For example, we have the island's 
capital city, sgueezing itself, gathering and burying 
itself under masses of cement, asphalt and cars. 
Perhaps this catastrophe can or will cease on the day 
when one can neither breathe nor live. 

But, is it necessary to wait until our eyes recover 
their sight and become conscious of being mixed into 
and polluted by rubbish? 

In spite of the fact that the capital city of the 
island of Lanzarote has not wished to follow the 
ideal lines of the rest of the island, Lanzarote is 
currently at a crossroads and a specific moment 
where, if the inhabitants of the island were aware of 
what all this means, Lanzarote, without a shadew of a 
doubt, would be unimaginable, falling within a 
category unique in the world, capable of creating a 
tourist industry planned with care and talent, and 
not absolutely blindly with no view to the future, as 
happens alnost everywhere. Nor would "hot dog" 
tourism be brought to the island. 

Lanzarote could be an island ideal for meditation. 
It is better not to talk of this too much in case I 
am classified as a madman or Utopian idealist! 

However Lanzarote has begun to live Utopia and right 
at this mcment it is considered to be an ideal place 
in the world, where, through effort to release the 
island from vulgarity and absolute ignorance, there 
are changes in financial progress and the beginnings 
of enormous cultural interest as a result of the 
Storehouse, the International Contemporary Art Museum 
and the grand Auditorium of the "Jameos del Agua". 

My fight to save the natural condition and style of 
the island has been ferocious. But in spite of this, 
I have been unable to get through the authority and 
power of the State which, often, because of its 
aesthetic incapacity, tarnishes this task. 
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Everything carried out on the island by the State 
companies, such as schools, should have been modelled 
to the surroundings of the island. The Unelco 
Carpany, owned by the State, has sown metallic 
towers, with galvanized steel tubes, horrible screens 
and cables, producing a real destruction of the 
architectural patrimony, popular scenery, etc. Then 
ccmes the Telephone Offices with rows and rows of 
frightful posts and plastic telephone booths placed 
in areas of the most public interest such as the ones 
installed in front of the colonial recluses. All 
this falsifies and spoils the whole of the country, 
especially the islands, whose economy is based on the 
tourist industry and which have in their own right an 
attractiveness based on their scenery and beautiful 
villages, with their picturesgue attraction. 

All this could easily have been constructed 
underground. But, simply because it costs more in 
the short term, it has never occurred to than, 
because they are not bright enough, that the 
intelligent way to go about it, with a sense of 
perfection regarding progress and prestige, and to 
assure the future's financial gain, would have been 
to have constructed these installations underground, 
as the beauty of the scenery is far more rewarding 
financially in the long run than a place whose scenic 
interest has been destroyed. This is what they 
really don't understand yet. 

Nevertheless, the island has one example of a task 
well accomplished. The company Explosives Rio Tinto 
has placed its electrical installations, telephones, 
etc, underground, leaving the whole of its scenery in 
a totally pure state. The company knew beforehand 
that in this way it would be more beneficial for the 
vacations of visitors to the island, because it is a 
permanent advertisement to the visitor himself. 
Everyone is sick of the prostitution of the island's 
natural scenery. 

The most important accusation that could be made due 
to the fact that it has gone to the most grotesque 
limits within ny own island, would be the case of 
Arrecife (capital city of the island), with a town 
council made up of a series of incompetent persons 
(classed as indulgent) with an urban plan which quite 
simply has to be seen to be believed. In the case of 
Arrecife, planning en masse has reached its lowest 
limit, and deterioration and the pollution of its 
beautiful seascape couldn't be worse. It has 
grotesquely high new buildings in tiny streets, 
adorned by horrible materials which are totally 
foreign to the style and harmony predominant in the 
rest of the island. All of this has been conceived 
and is the product of an ignorance incapable of 
understanding the image the world has of Lanzarote, 
or the unfavourable reputation which could result. 

If Arrecife had the remotest idea of what all this 
would or could mean in connection with the financial 
and cultural development of the island, it would make 
the greatest effort possible to create a gigantic 
clean-up campaign and the urgent paralysaticn of the 
current town planning. If not, the catastrophe is 
already on top of us. The car epidemic increases 
alarmingly and automobiles will not now fit into the 
ridiculous amount of space which they daily attempt 
to reduce even more. 

w*—-k. (Aqpnrf 

In spite of my SOS, I consider myself an optimist and 
I neither give up nor take all this with the attitude 
of a conformist. I believe and feel deeply that all 
contemporary artists, myself included, who feel that 
harmony and beauty constitute a higher state of 
instinctive culture, have a moral and aesthetic duty 
to save through any means surrounding us, as well as 
denouncing all that which is negative with regard to 
life and its development. I feel that this is the 
most important mission of an artist today, because 
the latter is a witness of such misfortune, baseness 
and pollution that, if he does not really feel 
himself a participant in such barbarous practice, as 
a witness to it, and desires to defend the stability 
of life in all its facets, he is not an artist 
either. He has then only participated in the 
psychological contamination of selfishness all-
powerful as a vulgar merchant. 

I wish to make my feelings and way of life clear. I 
believe this may serve all those who find themselves 
within a free, constructive and healthy concept of 
existence, and in order to defend at all costs this 
fascinating planet where it is our lot to live, in 
the hope that the work I have done may serve as a 
lesson, with deep respect for every latitude on 
earth, possessing its own material and tradition, and 
adding the wisest aspects of progress without 
breaking the harmony of natural surroundings but 
applying all that sensitivity and talent wherever art 
can intervene; in everything art can dream of. In 
this way art becomes multiple and great, acquiring 
the dimension of its significance, enriching thus a 
world of possibilities without being trapped by the 
standard carmercialised system. 

At the end of the day humanity has been driven to 
confusion, disenchantment and desperation conducive 
to suicide, by speculators and assassins of thought. 
In this text it is not my intention to try to 
prescribe or give an optimistic and magic formula for 
an alternative and remote environmental state. I 
only express rry naked thoughts? not with a view to 
stopping the world in its mad advance, but with the 
intention of encouragement and awaking a small 
consciousness in the blind and unconscious beings in 
this total disaster. 

Cesar Manrique 
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EXPORT URBAN DESIGN 

FIHST HILL 

The Galata Bridge, Istanbul. A design consultancy to 
the UK Consulting Engineers preparing proposals to 
replace the famous bridge built in 1912, which links 
the historic Ottcman city with the European quarters 
across the Golden Horn. The existing bridge plays 
host to fishermen and fish restaurants; it is full of 
activity and interest. 

The new bridge is intended to continue the social 
tradition of the old, being two storied in form with 
strong historical references. There cure the 
considerable urban design problems of creating new 
pedestrian approaches on both banks, acccrmodating 
traffic flows belcw and creating opportunities for 
new development related to the bridge approaches. 

A particular challenge was the design of the 
abutments, vvhich had to carry sufficient 'weight' of 
historic reference as well as direct the movement of 
the pedestrian flows which animate the bridge. 

In January 1984 architect-planners Tony Meats and 
Neil Parkyn gave am interesting and entertaining 
account of seme of the projects in which they have 
separately been involved overseas. These sketches 
are intended to give a flavour of what was presented. 

Topkapi Sarayi Haghia 
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Source material; Ottoman and Islamic forms 

Sltffit/ 
hC((t£S 

The small town of Buraimi occupies a strategic 
location within the Sultanate of Cman, reaching into 
the UAE as a salient. It contains two of seven 
"oasis' villages fed by water frcm the Jebel Haffit 
mountains to the East, carried in ancient underground 
'falaj' channels to palm grove plantations. Darwish 
Sharikland Cox were ccrmissioned to review the 
existing state of this settlement, which compared 
unfavourably with its UAE neighbour, the 'Garden 
City' of Al-Ain. An important component of this 
work, which was carried out by a project team living 
in Buraimi, was an analysis of the essential 
qualities of traditional sectors of housing and 
plantations. This led to design proposals to 
'stiffen' weak edges, create new urban setpieces from 
modest means, re-align roads and co-ordinate new 
development. Extracts from Urban Design notebook 
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DoE Draft Design Circular
 

The Draft DoE Circular "Good Design and Development Control" has aroused much 

ccmnent from the design and development professions and the property industry. 

The UDG's Garments were sent to the Department on 19 January 1984 and have been 

reported in the technical press. 

The observations are set out in full below, together with the Department's 

acknowledgement. 

The observations expressed by Urban Design Group members can be broadly 

subdivided into the general and the particular with significantly more concern 

being addressed to the former. 

At the general level we find the Circular to be wordy, confused and unclear. 

The relevant points, good or bad, could be made with more precision and to this 

end the subject of architectural competitions is misplaced in this document and 

should be considered elsewhere. 

It is generally felt that the role of development control in design is 

misunderstood and the principles embodied in the Circular are erroneous, viz: 

... Controls and regulations can make a significant contribution to good design 

by raising the many poor and mediocre designs to at least a publicly 

acceptable standard. 

... Controls need not impede creativity - it is the significant lack of 

imaginative innovative designers rather than the controls that have led 

to the lack of exciting new schemes. 

... There is a danger that by leaving design to the developer and his architect, 

this prerogative could be exploited with a tendency towards economy and 

functionalism. 

... The effectiveness of design controls and criteria is related to their 

interpretation and the manner in which they are exercised not their 

existence per se. 

... Encouragement of good urban design will be 

ineffectual without back-up powers, the backing of the DoE, and the 

financial ability of Local Authorities to employ qualified staff. 

Landscape, not "landscaping", has been identified correctly as an element to 

be considered at the same time as layout. However, greater emphasis is needed 

to overcome the general attitude that landscape is an afterthought. 

Specifically Annex 4, para 4 could be amended to read: 

"The planning authority will need to consider the relationships to neighbouring 

development and the kind of outdoor spaces being created. Landscape design may 

highlight the need for modification of scale enclosure, screen plainting or 

retention of mature trees, and the general requirements of people using the 

outdoor space". 

Finally no distinction is made in the guidelines for the more sensitive listed 

buildings and conservation areas other than reference to the availability of 

the Royal Fine Art Ccrmission. 

Accordingly we do not believe the Circular in its present draft form to be of 

much help in helping both architects and planners to develop cannon objectives 

for the creation and enabling of good design both in the individual building 

and in the total environment. The fact that it has already been hailed by 

opposing factions as supporting their point of view, illustrates its ambiguity 

and lack of direction. We suggest that the Circular should be carpletely 

redrafted to embrace clear urban design objectives and succinct practical 

advice on how to meet them. To this end, the Urban Design Group would be very 

happy to work with the Department to achieve such a re-draft. 

    

 

 

 

 

It is correct that architectural taste and fashion should be left to the 

designer and this may raise historical discussion points but the basic rules 

and elements of good urban design can be identified and should be embodied in 

a set of guidelines (control) that will act as a catchnet for poor design. 

At the detailed level our primary concern is the lack of weight given to the 

character of the building and its local setting. The Circular acknowledges the 

need to consider the context of a proposed development. But this recognition 

refers to scale, density, access, height, layout, materials, etc. In the 

detailed consideration of these elements it is clear that consideration is only 

being given to the development site and not its local setting. Consideration 

needs to be given to how this facet can be incorporated into any application. 

This might include environmental assessments to be carried out by either the 

developer or the local authority against which the proposed scheme could be 

(publicly) tested. Ideally the local authority should not have to "crisis plan" 

in urban design with piecemeal assessments as and when applications come 

forward. 

 
 
 

12February 1984
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New Town Design 
Alan Stones and Paul Murrain 

The subject of 'New Towns' is a perennial one for 
architects and planners alike, and so it should be -
providing, as it has, enormous scope for putting new 
ideas into practice which, subsequently, have become 
a limitless source for study. In recent years, 
however, a new factor has emerged which has given the 
subject a new lease of life just when it was becoming 
somewhat jaded, and that is the "French connection" 
in the form of the Paris New Towns. 

Therefore for the UDG to have in September 1983 two 
speakers experienced in British and French New Towns, 
was an excellent idea. It directly illuminated the 
different planning philosophies and the quality of 
the resultant built form. 

Alan Stones, who had recently returned from a field 
trip to the Paris region with the Essex Branch of the 
UDG, spoke first and described in detail the 
development of the principal Paris Satellite Towns. 
The following is taken from his own written account: 

Nine new towns were designated in the late 1960s to 
early 1970s period of high economic growth, of which 
five were located in the Paris region. The basic 
intention was to accomodate the population increase 
resulting from the movement of people frcm the 
provinces to the job market of central Paris. 
However, partly as a result of the recession, the 
original target population increase for the area of 
1.5 million has since been periodically reduced in 
size to the latest projection of 900,000 by 1990. 
Consequently the smaller target size will be less 
likely to result in strategic polycentric regional 
structures. 

The Loi Boscher of 1970 established the framework. 
In each town an EPA (Etablissement Public 
d' Amenagement), controlled by state and local 
authority appointees, controls and plans development 
and buys and sells land. It is a commercial body, 
but is also responsible for government and local 
authority developments within its designated area. 

The local authorities within the designated area 
combine to form an SCA (Syndicat Ccmrtunautaire 
d'Amenagement), which is a governing assembly for 
those parts of the councils' areas which fall within 
the new town. It has a ccrrmon budget and 
administration. 

Housing is not carried out directly by the EPA or the 
SCA but is funded through established building 
organisations, whether private sector developers or 
public sector HLMs (Habitations a Layer Modere) using 
low-interest, short-term government loans and grants. 
Within the designated ZAD (Zone d' Amenagement 
Differe) the EPA has right of pre-emption on land 
sales at existing use value which it may exercise on 
behalf of any public agency. 

Except in Melun-Senart, two-thirds of dwellings are 
flats rather than houses, though this represents a 
greater bias towards houses than is the norm in 
France. 57% of dwellings are owner-occupied, the 
rest rented. Most flats are rented, though less 
preponderantly so than is the norm elsewhere. Most 
houses are sold, though the new towns are exceptional 
in having rented houses available. Cergy-Pontoise, 
Marne-la-Vallee and Evry have a high proportion of 
rented flats, due to their location near established 
industrial areas; Melun-Senart and St Quentin, an 
emphasis on non-rented due to their more affluent 
location. 

The new towns were from the start intended as a 
testbed for new approaches to urban design which 
would attempt to break the previous dichotomy between 
the 'grands ensembles' (Flat Development) and the 
'pavilions' (Detached houses and bungalows). Much 
has been made of the concept of the 'town house' as a 
more humane living unit which re-establishes a 
continuity with the historic town, and a number of 
architectural competitions have been held to prcmote 
the idea. Architects who wished to pursue a more 
grandiose approach have been dropped, and the 
animosity of architectural critics has been incurred. 
Such phrases as 'the new town debacle' and 
'neo'vernacular Noddyland' have been bandied about. 
Others brand the new town planners as 'technocratic' 
and 'self-indulgent'. Nevertheless, the sheer 
variety of what has been built is impressive. The 
emphasis on leisure, parks and recreation is also 
noteworthy. 
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Cergy-Pontoise (population 125,000 including the existing town of 

Pontoise) has the benefit of a splendid site dominating a horseshoe 

bend of the River Oise. The earliest part to be developed (1972) was 

designed by Shankland Cox, but more recent sectors have been the 

subject of important architectural ccnpetitions. The 1976 Jouy-le- 

Moutier Competition, influenced by the Essex Design Guide and other 

contemporary thinking, examined the idea of a towns cape of lc^rise 

linked tcwn houses. The 1982 Puiseux Competition, influenced by the 

thinking of those such as Krier, reintroduced a higher-rise street 

architecture based on axes and formal spaces. 

St Quentin-en-Yvelines (population 200,000) has seen sporadic, but 

rapid, development at a variety of locations, but political factors 

have conspired to prevent the development of a true town centre so 

far. Most architectural fashions have been tried, but the most 

noteworthy schene is Bofill's monumental Les Arcades du Lac located 

in and adjacent to a huge artificial lake. 

Evry (population 92,000) had an earlier start than most of the other 

towns. Its dramatic ziggurat housing, which owes much to the Merit 

real Habitat scheme, forms an impressive urban landscape, but the 

ercphasis in more recent work is on smaller-scale enclosed spaces. 

There is a highly-developed town centre of regional status which 

incorporates enclosed shopping malls and mixed cultural, 

educational, workshop, etc, uses. 

Marne-la-Vallee's (population 120,000) development was boosted 

by the completion in 1978 of a new motorway and metro link to Paris. 

Many of the remarkable features of the Paris new towns as we see 

than are due to the differences between the French and British 

development systems. Firstly, the subsidy system results in a 

complete mix between rental and owner-occupied housing, and the 

public's acceptance of flat-dwelling further ensures that social 

segregation is minimal, or at least hard to detect. The 

integration of public and private funding pervades all sectors of 

the economy, including development, but developers do not seem to 

be as rigid or insistent on the use of standard plans and dwelling 

types as their British counterparts. The architectural profession 

seems to be much more in control of the process, and able not only 

to indulge in stylistic facts but also to secure a generous 

construction budget - subterranean parking in housing schemes, for 

example, is the norm. A highly- developed industrialised building 

sector allows the architect a wide choice of constructional method, 

whilst the prevalence of rendered finishes rather than brick has led 

to an exploitation of the use of colour. When this architectural 

freedom is coupled with French 'chic' and 'flair', the results are 

striking. 

Architects, not bogged down in the routine of working drawing 

production and site supervision, which are handled by separate 

Bureaux d'Etudes, are able to produce a high creative output and 

participate in the large number of^ site development and design 

competitions. The EPAs see themselves as patrons of good 

architecture, and in many cases arrange 'marriages' between 

architects and developers. By implementing schools and facilities 

for other authorities, they are able to knit them into the urban 

fabric, rather than sit them on isolated sites. 

Yet somehow the disparate parts, good or bad in themselves, fail in 

most cases to constitute a whole. The art of place-making and of 

town-building seems to be lacking, something that French urban 

designers are becoming increasingly aware of. Housing in France is 

gradually emerging from a period of being highly controlled, and 

architects are now very interested in personalisation, 

participatory design and inbuilt flexibility. They are, however, 

radically divided into 'modern movement' men and 'little houses' 

men. Vfriether current concerns will effectively transfer to the 

urban design level remains to be seen. 

Paul Murrain followed Alan and spoke about the British New Towns, 

in particular, Milton Keynes, with which he has been directly 

involved (in the since disbanded Urban Design section of MKDC). It 

was quite plain from the start that he did not like the New Tcwns, 

in fact he seemed unable to find any redeeming features at all. All 

design, he said, was a Political Act and the New Towns were a 

'physical malfunction of all that's wrong with English Socialists' 

although I'm not sure of his meaning. 

Despite the 'radical' 1 km grid planning between the Ml and A5, 

Milton Keynes was no different from the rest of the New Towns from 

the point of view of its social structure. 

Referring to Kevin Lynch, he likened 'the city' to an ecosystem, an 

analogy with an autonomous biological organism. He also quoted 

Christopher Alexander's metaphor 'a city is not a tree but a lattice 

structure'. Thus according to Paul the secret is in the hierarchy 

and it is that which determines the physical form. A limited 

hierarchy becomes the lattice and thereby a more sophisticated form. 

The linkage - the routes of ccrtmunications - is the essence of 

cities and it is this which is lacking in the philanthropic planning 

of the British New Town and Model Villages where the concept of self- 

contained social/spatial units has been translated into a 

system.Essentially, therefore, they lack the urban design input - 

that is, a collective form of streets related to buildings and uses 

vshich define the streets. It is, in fact, the only way to satisfy 

the diverse needs and choices of the active inhabitant. It is the 

urban design structure that provides this necessarily vital linkage. 

Consequently, the New Tcwns, Milton Keynes included, have become 

frustrated as social organisms, the plans implemented merely 

reflecting the necessity for administrative control. At Milton 

Keynes the benefit of the grid is lost due to its size and the 

consequent lev/ measurable and perceived densities. A 'real' city 

is far more complex, it is an ecosystem. A New Town therefore might 

be regarded as an inmature ecosystem but there are no linkages to 

enable it to become a mature ecosystem ie. an "Old Town". 

At Milton Keynes the motorways have become the dominating structure, 

and not subservient to the city, with the effect that urban spaces 

have been created which in fact have no real purpose. It is 

regrettable, said Paul, that the final Milton Keynes plan did not 

reflect the planning theory proposed where Local Activity Centres 

spanned the road network and as a result there are no streets and 

'everything is back to front'. 

Thus ended Paul's provocative talk. 

The two very full talks left little time for discussion, 

unfortunately, to draw together the ccmTon aspects of the British 

and French experience. For instance, did the linkages exist in Cergy 

Pontoise or Evry or were the towns more straitjacketed than Milton 

Keynes or even the earlier tewns of, say, Harlow or Stevenage? 

Whatever the case, this must surely be a topic to be analysed further 

at another UDG meeting. 

Richard Ellis 

14February 1984 
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Pattern Language in 
AN EXPLORATION OF CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER' S RECENT WORK 
(1) 
by John Ph Tzovaris Architect (Athens 1981) Urban 
Designer (ECA 1983) 

INTRODUCTION 

The efforts of Christopher Alexander to arrive at a 
procedure that could be used to produce better 
designs is well known. His recent work at the Centre 
for Environmental Structure seems to be a very 
ambitious continuation of his previous work since it 
intends to "replace current ideas and practices about 
Architecture, Building and Planning by a ccirplete 
working alternative". It was, therefore, considered 
useful and, indeed, intriguing to explore this 
"working alternative". 

This exploration can be made in two parts: 

Part A which is a theoretical approach based on the 
books written by C Alexander and his colleagues and 
on reviews, criticisms and general bibliography about 
essential issues of their work (eg. Organic Theory, 
Neighbourhood Planning, Participatory Methods, 
Traffic Arrangements, etc). 

Part B which is a practical approach using the work 
of C Alexander as a design tool in an actual project. 

Due to the shortage of the available space, this 
presentation will deal with Part B only. (2) 

DESIGNING A TOVfcT 

The project selected deals with the design of a town 
of 14,000 people in Northern Greece (Xanthi - 2). 
This town is planned as an extension of an existing 
town of 27,000 people (Xanthi - 1). 

XANTHI - 1 is very close to an industrial area 
(18,000) workers), a University Campus (5,000 
students and staff) and an area devoted to the 4th 
Army Corps. These land uses have been established 
during the last decade as part of a policy aiming at 
accelerating the development of Northern Greece and 
have resulted in an acute housing demand. 

XANTHI - 2 then, is planned mainly as a residential 
area, supporting educational facilities (four 
nurseries, five primary schools, three secondary 
schools, one high school), shopping facilities (daily 
ard weekly shopping), recreational facilities, and a 

Greece 
small number of services (1 bank branch, 1 office, 
etc). Work opportunities are generally to be found 
outside the town. The target population of 14,000 
people will be housed in 4,400 dwellings (75% in 
blocks of flats, 25% in semi-detached houses) built 
on an area of 130 ha at a gross density of 110 
persons per ha. The whole scheme will be implemented 
in four phases. Phase A (4,000 people, 1,250 
dwellings) is currently under construction. 

The foregoing data were combined with C Alexander's 
"patterns" as follows: 

The patterns of the Regional/Town Planning scale were 
used to decide on issues such as the division of 
XANTHI-2 in carmunities neighbourhoods, the 
distribution of facilities across the town and the 
road layout. The patterns of the Urban Design and 
Architecture scales were adhered to as faithfully as 
possible. All in all, 112 patterns were gradually 
introduced to produce the design presented in the 
accompanying figures. 

Figure 1 shows the ccmnunity of Phase 'A' divided in 
six neighburhoods each of which is centred around a 
corner grocery. The remaining ccmnunity facilities 
are located in the three upper neighbourhoods and are 
distributed alongside the main pedestrian path, which 
is fed by the major paths of ccrmunity 'A' and 
connects it with the other ccmnunities being part of 
a promenade across the whole XANTOI-2 . 

Figure 2 and Figure 3 present respectively the 
solutions given to high density areas (160 persons 
per ha) and low density ares (73 persons per ha) of 
the ccnmunity 'A' . 

CONCLUSIONS 

The experience acquired by the use of "A Pattern 
Language" has led to the following conclusions: 

(a) The number of patterns given seems to suffice 
for the design of the individual parts, yet the 
overall discipline needs a guiding image, in 
addition to the patterns, to be arrived at. In 
the case of XANTOI-2, use was made of the image 
of traditional towns in Northern Greece which 
generally complies with the philosophy 
underlying Alexander's thought. It remains to 
be seen whether the patterns (some of which seem 
to be really "timeless") can be equally helpful 
in the case of Architecture guided by Modern, or 
even, Post-Modern images. 



Urban Design Quarterly February 1984 16 

(b) Even if the patterns have a simple air about 
them it is quite laborious to produce a design 
satisfying as many patterns as possible. This 
may mean that the inexperienced layman who is 
supposed to replace the architect, will find 
difficulties in learning to "speak" the language 
and that the possibility of writing "poems" with 
it - as Alexander hopes - is certainly a remote 
one. 

(c) In spite of these reservations, and its general 
escapist flavour, Alexander's work is an 
excellent teaching and design tool. In the 
stage of analysis it emphasises the 
individuality of each part of the environment, 
and simultaneously its connections with other 
parts. As a result, it gives the possibility 
for a synthesis characterised by a much needed 
balanced attention to the overall design and 
each and every part of it. (3) 

NOTES 

(1) This presentation is a suirmary of a Thesis 
submitted for the degree of MSc in Urban Design, 
in the Edinburgh College of Art, 1981 . The 
Thesis was awarded a pass with distinction. 

(2) For a discussion of Part A, see the foregoing 
Thesis, Chapter 4 and Appendices. 

(3) The work of R ERSKINE provides a good example of 
the results that one can arrive at by using this 
approach: guided by the values of a human-scale 
environment, R Erskine produces designs that 
respect these values frcm the general 
arrangement of the buildings down to the 
individual details of each house. If his 
general plans provide the possibility for a 
satisfying environment, it is his detailed 
approach to it that turns this possibility into 
a reality. 

Northern News 
The Group's regional convenor for the North, Rob 
Jarvis (Tyne and Wear County Council Planning 
Department) has asked us to ccmnend "Environmental 
Education" to Quarterly readers. "Environmental 
Education" is a Newsletter compiled by him and 
published by Tyne and Wear Conservation and 
Environmental Education Working Party, c/o Colin 
Warren, Executive Director of Planning, Tyne and Wear 

County Ccuncil, Sandyford House, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
It is circulated free to all schools and colleges in 
Tyne and Wear and to other groups and individuals 
interested or involved in environmental education. 
It is published in May, September and January. 

Short articles, especially local, topical and 
illustrated, are welcome and should be sent to Rob 
Jarvis at the address above. 

Figure 3 : Low Density Areas 
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Design for Economic 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT GRANTS IN THE USA AND UK 

Report of the Urban Design Group meeting in November 
1983 
by Alexi Ferster Marmot and Martin Symes 

The new Urban Development Grants (UDG's) in Britain 
and the Urban Development Action Grants (UDAG's) in 
the United States, on which the British scheme is 
modelled, are prime examples of the new approach to 
urban problems. This aims to develop a partnership 
between public and private investment, to place 
economic development before physical improvement and 
to streamline the process of central government's 
intervention in local affairs. 

In the USA, 1,700 projects have been awarded grants 
of $ 2,700 million in the first six years of UDAG's 
operation. Grants are frcm the federal government to 
the cities and are then passed on to the developer to 
help create a viable project frcm one which, without 
the grant, might not have proceeded. UDAG's have 
helped the realisation of modest rehabilitation 
projects to large scale urban renewal. Gallery II in 
downtown Philadelphia is an example of one of the 
largest projects where $ 20 million of grant helped 
to finance a shopping centre which might otherwise 
have been built in a suburban location. (Figure 1). 
Overall the UDAG scheme attracts six times as much 
private investment as the federal grant and has 
created 400,000 new jobs of which more than half are 
for low inccme workers. 

In the wake of the Toxteth and Brixton urban riots, a 
delegation of British financial advisors to the 
Department of the Environment strongly reccrrmended 
that the UDAG programme should be emulated, and so 
the UDG prograrrme began in late 1982. Its primary 
aim is the economic regeneration of declining urban 
areas. Grants are used as incentives to the private 
sector to invest in projects which might not 
otherwise be carried out. Grants are made to the 
local authority which also bears one quarter of the 
cost of the grant. No restrictions are placed on the 
type or size of eligible project as long as it 
genuinely requires the grant for viability and 
contributes towards the economic, social or 
environmental conditions of the area. 

Development 

So far, £ 55 million of grant has been allocated to 
122 projects in England and Wales which should bring 
a total investment of £ 285 million into the inner 
areas. Although many industrial and residential 
schemes have been funded, most of the grant funds 
been distributed to large new ccrrmercial schemes of 
shops, offices and hotels in the major cities, eg. in 
Birmingham, Hull, Swansea, Cardiff, and several 
London locations. One interesting project in 
Manchester involves the conversion of a listed cotton 
warehouse into one and two bedrocm flats for sale. 
(Figure 2). 

The assumption behind both UDAG and UDG schemes is 
that development projects located in the inner areas 
will aid the economic regeneration of those areas. 
Yet the design quality of the projects does not 
explicitly feature in the evaluation and selection of 
projects. Does this emission imply that design 
quality is irrelevant in boosting economic growth? 
One school of thought does indeed hold that physical 
planning is far less important in aiding the local 
economy than is direct commercial assistance and 
financial advice to small firms. This is the concept 
behind new initiatives such as local enterprise 
boards, Business in the Cannunity , etc. A related 
argument is that the greatest contribution which can 
be made by physical planners is to stop being an 
obstacle to industry, hence enterprise zones with 
accelerated planning permissions. At the other 
extreme comes the argument that new and expanding 
industries such as the microchip industry are 
footloose and will opt for places which are 
environmentally pleasing - design quality should 
therefore be a serious criterion in assessing 
economic development projects. 

The British grant schemes operates on the assumption 
that design Quality is one of the aspects of a 
project which is considered before planning 
permission is granted and before the local authority 
applies to the DoE for grant, hence there is no need 
for the DoE to do its own evaluation. In fact, 
however, most grants are awarded before outline 
permission has been applied for or given. Once the 
grant has been approved it is most unlikely that a 
project will be rejected because of poor design. 
Many of the projects funded in the first year of the 
UDG scheme are of poor design and are unlikely to 
help boost their local economies by creating an 
attractive environment. Perhaps more explicit 
consideration could be given to design in assessing 
UDG applications. Urban designers should consider 
hew their efforts can be directed towards linking 
design with local economic development, possibly even 
by themselves acting as initiators or developers of 
projects, since it is in the urgent task of economic 
development that their services are sadly lacking. 
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Changing Approaches to Renewal 
by Dalia K Lichfield (Nathaniel Lichfield and 
Partners) 

Urban Design is, to many of us, the skill of 
understanding and manipulating the relationship 
between different aspects of the urban environment -
physical, social, economic, political, etc. We are 
often frustrated by the tendency of existing 
organisatiens to treat only limited aspects, often in 
an insensitive, standardised, bureaucratic way. We 
feel we have the right skill, and wish we had a 
greater influence on those who manage urban 
development and function. 

It should therefore be of interest to us observe the 
emergence of a comparable skill in another urban 
sphere: urban regeneration, or urban renewal as it 
was called in its earlier phases. 

The words urban renewal or urban regeneration will 
mean different things to different people. The 
limited space here does not allow proper 
consideration of the concepts, and I will make a few 
assumptions which are open to later discussion. 

Regeneration of the physical urban fabric has been 
taking place every year since towns began, in 
response to changing economic, social and political 
patterns, and sometimes precipitating these through 
techical innovation. Regeneration was carried out in 
part through individual initiative and in part 
through intervention by different levels of 
government. 

But the areas of concern of this paper are the 
interventions by public authorities since World War 
II, and their changing approaches to renewal over the 
years. 

Changes can take place in the approach of several 
sectors involved in renewal, eg public, politicians, 
professionals, administrators, etc. Usually changes 
are spearheaded by particular sectors and in 
particular areas. The following comes with varying 
time lags and varying degrees of acceptance, 
sometimes with relapses, and yet a gradual change of 
general approach is often discernable. While this 
takes place different approaches may be operating in 
parallel. 

We find that the changes are often influenced by more 
general political and social trends, which affect not 
only the approaches to urban renewal but also to 
urban development in general, to social services anc 
to other aspects of our society. 

It is thus that a conmon ground may be perceived 
between urban renewal and urban design. 

Table 1 shows how, over the period since World War 
II, the focus of urban renewal was changing from 
concern with the physical to concern with the social, 
then to the political, later to the economic and now 
a growing appreciation of the integrative approach 
which combines all four, and more. 

At the same time not only the focus was changing, but 
also the approach and methods of work used within 
particular aspects of renewal. 

Table 2 shews the lines of evolving approaches, in 
dealing with renewal of the physical fabric there has 
been a move frcm redevelopment through rehabilitation 
and later to self help renewal. More advanced 
thinking is looking to design and development of a 
preventive nature ie. conducive to better maintenance 
and improvement. 

The social concerns have moved from the study of 
living standards to the provision of social services 
administered by government of uniform norms, which 
produced a reaction from local ccrmunities leading to 
concern with ccttTnunity power as a means of renewal; 
from there to "individual realisation" and finally 
with more recent emphasis on mutual care. 

Relationship with the public has also changed. In 
the earlier days the public would at best be given 
information about the impending scheme. The 
importance of collaboration with the public brought 
in the notion of consultation, which gave the drive 
for the public to participate in decision making; and 
while this is by no means resolved, the move is now 
from participation in the authorities' decision 
making towards the "do it yourself" responsibility 
for taking the action. 

The form of government affecting renewal areas was 
also changing from centralism (even if effected by a 
state or huge local authority which is in fact remote 
from the community in guestion), followed by 
attempts, particularly in the USA, of power sharing, 
and the later pull of decentralised government; the 
more recent advent of small wards being a more 
dramatic evidence of this trend with which a number 
of cities around the world are struggling with, 
including several boroughs of London. 

In the economic sphere the move is from renewal 
through solid government investment to incentive 
schemes aimed to activate private investment; and now 
as one is talking not only about investment in 
physical renewal the economic renewal is moving 
towards the small businesses and also the informal 
economy. 

A ccrrmon denominator to this pattern of change is, in 
many ways, the scale of operation; in the 50's there 
were the "economies of scale" associated with the 
rebuilding of the western world after the war. It 
was also a time vhen many of us had clear models of 
the society we were aiming to create, and therefore 
had no hesitation about planning ahead and getting on 
with the job. 

Large and complex systems were produced - in 
manufacturing, in housing development, in urban 
service systems like transportation, energy, social 
services, etc. But reaction against these systems 
built up from various ciuarters. Difficulties 
encountered in the ccnmunist countries showed that 
models of society were difficult to design and 
implement: 

... experience in the third world has dramatically 
increased our conciousness of the dangers of 
applying high level norms and standards 
indiscriminately to a variety of local 
communities; 

TABLE 1 

Period of 
Evolution 1950's 1960's 1970's 1980's 

\ 

Focus Physical Social Political Fconcmic 

/ 
Integrative 
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the struggle of the individual against the state bureaucracy 
was precipitated in the east and in the west in parallel; and 

the vulnerability of large and ccmplex service systems to 
natural disasters, terrorist attacks or labour relations has 
shown the risk of being totally dependant on such systems. 

Accordingly there has been a move frcm the "economies of scale" to 
"small is beautiful" and with the emerging emphasis on 
"manageability" of any operation. 

Looking back now at the characteristics of all aspects of renewal 

in the 50's (left hand sguare) as opposed to those of the 80's (right 

hand squares) - one can see the underlying nature of these different 

 ! I 

periods. One is the large scale, visible physical action by central 
power, and the latter is a hollistic, tailor made, small scale 
approach based on manageability. This goes along with the notion 
of "self regeneration" which emphasises the need for people and 
ccmunities to identify with what they are doing, ccme up with their 
own ideas and feel it is worthwhile and possible to put in their 
own resources. 

In political terms, the right wing may like to see this as a 
substitute to government intervention, while the left wing would 
like to see government intervention aimed to produce this state of 
affairs. In practice there are many ways in which government 
policies can encourage the regeneration of manageable, tailor made, 
self governed and self helped renewal. And if part of a general 
philosophy, this should also affect the role and practice of urban 
design.

 

Book Reviews 
The Design of Suburbia

 

A critical study in environmental history 

by Arthur M Edwards MA FFTPI, Pembridge Press, Tendon 

1981 . 

This book is stimulating and worth the read, but there are seme 

difficulties. Not least among them is the book's title. As the author 

himself points out, the very term 'suburbia' is a highly emotive and 

ambiguous one. For this reason it might have been preferable to have 

emitted the term altogether, for the subject matter of the book is 

wide ranging. Essentially, it is a concise chronological history of 

both public and private low-rise housing estates in Britain from the 

Eighteenth Century to the 'Present Day' . It appears not to be the 

venue of much original research but a valuable collation of facts 

from other academic sources. However, the book, admirably, is 

sub-titled 'A Critical Study in Environmental History' which is more 

accurate, but the thane, concerned with the effect of estate 

planning on lifestyles and vice versa, does consequently tend to be 

obsessed by the facts and not complemented by them. 

The tenor throughout is that, somehow, 'suburbia' (or shall we say 

low density residential areas encircling a city centre and touching 

the rural fringe) is something of a socially undesirable virus 

which, although not fatal, is chronic, and should be eradicated, if 

not at least isolated, and prevented from spreading. But the end of 

the book is anti- climatic because the argument is not followed 

through. Arthur Edwards has no panacea and is unable to resolve the 

conclusion and throws the 'problem' (his own term) to the academics 

and Institute research departments. But the answer won't be founcl 

there - or anywhere else - because there is no problem, except as 

an attitude of mind. 

The fact is that the typical suburban housing estate in Britain (not 

to be confused with suburbia), particularly of the speculative kind, 

with the ubiquitous semi-detached, is a unique social phenomenon. 

It is something to be accepted for what it is - even cherished - 

something to which a great part of the population aspires, 

reflecting the British trait of compromise and reserve. Naturally, 

estates are both badly and well designed but this is 

February 1984
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Cityshape 

largely an architectural and planning issue and not 
the social one that the author emphasised. If 
housing estate development presents any kind of 
threat then surely it is that of the diminution of 
the Green Belt, and the consequent loss of Grade One 
farm land, vhirih is emerging again. But that is 
another issue. 

The book does contain a great deal of factual 
information for a small volume and it is one of the 
few on the subject which covers the ground so well. 
At the end of each chapter there is a useful list of 
references and at the end of the bock a bibliography, 
as well as the index, which adds to the usefulness of 
the book as a work of reference for those 
specialising in narrower areas of study. There are 
also a fair number of good illustrations and 
photographs which add appeal and provides relief to 
the text. 

Richard Ellis 

RESEARCH AND RFFERENCES IN GONMUNITY DFSIGN 

(CPL Bibliography No 119) S Green and R Calvin, 73pp, 
July 1983. 
CPL Bibliographies, 1313 Fast 60th Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 60637, USA. Price : $ 12.00. 

The Butterworths Design Series for architects and 
planners. 

For 'ccrmunity design' read 'urban design* according 
to the introduction to this American produced 
bibliography. Opening with a comparatively brief 
section on 'Researching the Field of Ccrmunity 
Design', which includes a useful list of other 
relevant bibliographies, the bibliography itself 
constitutes the second and major section. Citations 
have been grouped into five subject categories: 

1 The User/The Environment/Man-Environment 
Relations. 
The Visual Arts/The Building Arts/Urban Planning. 
CdTtnunity or Urban Design/The Design Process/The 
Creative Process. 
Presentation and Techniques/implementation/ 
Evaluation. 
General. 

Design for Holidays and 
Tourism 
bv Edward D Mills. 

TTie Butterworths Design Series for architects and 
planners. 

Butterworths 1983. £ 3 0 . 150 pages, illustrated. 

"^his latest addition to the excellent Butterworths 
Design Series is the third to deal with leisure 
activities - the others being "Design for Leisure 
Entertainment" and "Design for Sport". The context 
is obvious - increased demand for holidays; shorter, 
cheaper travel; access to new places; and, all too 
often, the destruction of the very attractions that 
tourists have come to enjoy. The different types of 
tourism are examined. There are no universally 
applicable solutions, though general principles are 
offered. 

The core of the book - following the introductory 
overview of the "problems" and integrated with the 
examination of present and future trends in tourism -
is provided by 32 case studies. 'These are drawn from 
twenty different countries and cover a wide range of 
developments - cabins, apartments, villas, villages, 
hotels, conference centres, nature reserves and 
safari lodges, information and visitors centres, farm 
centres and country parks. These case studies, in my 
view, represent the principal value of the book, 
being a distillation of ideas and solutions into a 
compact reference work for the practitioner, ^ext 
and photographs are generallv informative, 
interesting and helpful. 

In his Preface, Edward Mills asks for constructive 
ccrments which can assist in improving future 
editions. I have two - firstlv, all drawings should 
have linear scales; and secondly, an extra paragraph 
should be added to each case study description to 
give basic information on site area, land value, 
density, capital cost, revenue costs, development 
agency, funding arrangements, and completion date. 
If data on user satisfaction is, or becomes, 
available, that might also be usefully added. It is 
easy to be seduced by appeallingly presented 
projects, but the reader who wants to learn from the 
ideas, really needs to knew if any of them turned out 
to be financially or functionally problematic. 

Many will find fault with a bibiliography like this, 
which attempts to cover such a wide field. Few, I 
suspect, could improve on it significantly. 
Criticisms, almost inevitably, centre on the emission 
of individual favourite texts and on their 
categorisation. Still, any bibliography which 
includes, for example, UDG member Bob Jarvis' article 
entitled 'Urban Environments As Visual Art or As 
Social Setting', Town Planning Review, January 1980, 
cannot be entirely worthless1 In short, it is a 
useful addition in a neglected field. 

Alan Rowley. 

Los PwtMai: 







AESTHETIC CONTROL DERATE 
Terry O'Rourke and Dr John Punter 

Architects and planners continue to be concerned over 
the issue of aesthetic control. Terry O'Rourke, Chairman 
of the RIBA/RTPI Joint Committee on Design Control and 
John Punter of Reading University who is researching 
the issue for the ESRC will present their views, with 
Roy Worskett, President UDG, in the chair. 

A PLACE TO LIVE OR A PLACE TO DRIVE : The conflict 
between traffic and people in residential streets 
Tim Pharoah and Mike Jenks 

Issues to be discussed by Tim Pharoah, Polytechnic 
of the South Bank and Mike Jenks, Oxford Polytechnic 
include controlling driver behaviour through design and 
innovative road design. David Pike in the chair. 

CLASSICISM REVISITED (following Annual General Meeting) 
David Dunster 
"Modernism" is increasingly under attack. Can the 
Classical tradition offer more durable solutions for 
the problems of contemporary urban design? David 
Dunster of the Bartlett School of Architecture will 
present his analysis. 

POLYTECHNIC OF CENTRAL LONDON 
Roan 605 or Ground Floor Lecture Roan, 
35 Marylebone Road, LONDON NW1 
(Baker Street Tube Station) 



SUMMER ANNUAL 
10-13 July, Univei 

SEMINAR ON DESIGN 

Thursday 12 July 

[Regeneration through Built Developmer 
South Woodham Ferrers: an example of 
A Stones, Essex County Council 
Urban Redevelopment: City Centre, SE 
C Boza, Faculty of Architecture, Catt 
Ecological Town Rehabilitation: envi 
revitalisation of old parts of big ci 
K Otto, Federal Environment Agency an 

Approaches to Regeneration 
The Role of the City: a synoptic vie 
L B Ginsburg, Associated Planning Con 

High Buildings: a review of London's 
Dr J Parker and T Catchpole, Greater 
Planning for Energy: the role of com 
D Hutchinson, Greater London Council 

Evening Session 

Dressing the City: signs of the time 
J Worthington, Duffy Eley Giffone Wor 

Friday 13 July 
Regeneration through Landscape and Ur 

Urban Forestry and Job Creation 
N Sargent, Building Design Partnershi 

International Garden Festival - conce 
R D Beaumont, William Gillespie and P 
Operation Green Up: environmental im 
a region 
I C A Parkin, West Midlands County Co 
(Creating Successful Development! 

Developer/Architect Competitions in C 
the planning officer's view 
J K Billingham, City Architect and PI 

The Architect's View 
B Avery, Avery Associates 
For further details of the Summer Ann 

Sally Scarlett, PTRC Education and Re 
110 Strand, London WC2, England. Tel< 
Telex: 859424 

PTRC 



Applications to and details from 
the PCL Short Course Unit Urban Design Group 



DEATH AND LIFE OF THE HIGH STREET 
One Day Urban Design Group Conference 
Tuesday 12 June 1984 at the Polytechnic of Central London 

PROGRAMME 

08.30 Registration of delegates 
09.30-10.00 INTRODUCTION 

Mr R Worskett - The Architectural and Planning 
Partnership 
Mr J Evans - Travers Morgan Planning 

10.00-10.30 Session One: KEYNOTE/GLC POLICY 
Mr G Nicholson - Chair of Planning Committee, GLC 

10.30-11.00 Coffee 
11.00-12.00 Session Two: INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Mr J Locke - Prudential 
Mr J Parmiter - Hillier Parker 

12.00-13.00 Session Three: THE LONDON SCENE: PLANNING AND 
TRAFFIC 
Mr J Parker and Transportation Engineer -
Transport and Development Department, GLC 

13.00-14.15 Lunch 
14.15-15.1500 Session Four: THE RETAILER'S VIEW 

Mr G A MacDonald - Tesco 
Representative of local retailers 

15.15-15.30 Tea 
15.30-16.45 Session Five: CASE STUDIES 

Mr R Emery - Ealing 
Mr N Woolner - Chapman Taylor 

16.45-17.45 Session Six: DISCUSSION 
led by Terence Bendixson 

17. 45 CLOSING REMARKS AND RESOLUTIONS 
by Mr R Worskett 



WHO IS THE CONFERENCE FOR? 

The Conference is to be a workshop primarily for professionals. 
Places will be restricted to 70 delegates - early booking is 
therefore advisable. 

WHAT WILL IT BE ABOUT? 

The Conference will examine the fate of the 'High Streets' on the 
major radial routes into our towns and cities. 
They are the streets we all use for one purpose or another. The 
streets that still have remnants of once proud Victorian shopping 
parades, now half empty, or replaced by sporadic, untidy, ad hoc 
development, where the planner appears to have given up in the 
face of ever increasing traffic and uncertainty as to the future. 
The speakers will cover the history of investment, the attitude 
of developers, traders, planners, architects and engineers. 

Failures and successes will be examined. 
Speakers will include Terence Bendixson, Dick Emery, Nigel 
Woolner, John Parker. 
Chairman will be Roy Worskett 

EXHIBITION 

An exhibition will be mounted at PCL for the week of the 
Conference (June 11-15). This will include Case Studies supplied 
by the speakers. 

SPONSORSHIP AND ORGANISATION 

The Conference is organised and sponsored by the Urban Design 
Group 



THE URBAN DESIGN GROUP 

The Group was founded in 1978 and 
all the environmental professions 
sector and in the academic world, 
charitable status. 
Its principal objectives are: 

has a growing membership from 
both in the public and private 
It has been accorded 

... To promote high standards of performance and 
interprofessional co-operation in planning, urban design, 
architecture, engineering and landscape design in Great 
Britain. 

... To educate the relevant professions and the public in matters 
relating to Urban Design. 

... To help achieve a higher quality environment. 

If you are not already a membe 
contact either 

John Peverley or 
Honorary Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary 
31 Onslow Gardens 
London 
N10 

and would like details please 

Francis Tibbalds 
Chairman: UDG 
c/o Tibbalds Partnership 
39 Charing Cross Road 
London 
WC2H OAW 
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Group 

Spring '84 
Meetings 
FREE ADMISSION TO MEMBERS 
AND NON MEMBERS 
Francis Tibbalds, Chairman UDG 
c/o Tibbalds Partnership Ltd. , 
39 Charing Cross Road, 
LONDON WC2H OAW 
Telephone: 01 734 3935 

21 February 
Tuesday 6.00pm 

20 March 
Tuesday 6.00pm 

15 N&y 
Tuesday 6.00pm 

VENUE 





DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

AND 

THE STREET SCENE 

A two day residential conference 

to be held at 

Bishop Grosseteste College, 

L incoln 

10 - 11 April 1984 

The Street is the essential f a c t o r in 
any scheme of urban design. Everybody 
knows there are many streets which 
have p a r t i c u l a r environmental 

q u a l i t i e s . They are not all the 
product of a planned design but have 
grown and adapted themselves over 
years. Today we have an opportunity 
to guide that growth. 

The aim of the Conference is to study 
how to e f f e c t the best gu idance, to 
encourage good design whilst not 
s t i f l i n g o r i g i n a l ideas and avoiding 
the mundane. Streets are where people 
congregate; it should be p o s s i b l e to 
make people r e a l i s e their importance 
and t o h i g h l i g h t their c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
giving each an i n d i v i d u a l i t y which 
w i l l act as a key to improved urban 
1iving. 

PROGRAMME 

T u e s d a y 1 0 A p r i l 

Obtaining Better Design -

John Anderson, President 
Planning & Architecture, 

Using the Street 

Tom Sachs-Pfeiffer, D. 
Unit, Bonn, fofest Germany 

The Street at Night 

Professor James B e l l , 
University of Manchester 

Tour of the Streets of th 

Civic Dinner in the 

Cathedral 

W e d n e s d a y 1 1 A p r i l 

l/alue for Money 

Jack Sprigg, Manager, S 
Audit Corrmission 

Development Control Lauv 

Roger Suddards, Last Sudd 

The programme is s t n 

sessions after papers and 

group discussions on 11 A 




