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News

Diary of eveNts
Unless otherwise indicated, all LONDON 
events are held at The Gallery, 70 Cowcross 
Street, London EC1M 6EJ at 6.30 pm. 
Note that there are many other events run 
by UDG volunteers throughout the UK. For 
the latest details and pricing, please check 
on the UDG website www.udg.org.uk

tUesDay 10 JaNUary
Urban Design film Night

tHUrsDay 19 JaNUary
Housing and regeneration – UDG solent
(see website for details)

WeDNesDay 1 feBrUary
africa – featuring the theme of  
edition 141 of Urban Design

tHUrsDay 2 MarCH
National Urban Design awards
Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, 
London
 
WeDNesDay 12 april
intelligent transport

vieW froM tHe 
CHair

The 2016 Urban Design Conference, Growth 
and Transport Infrastructure, Learning 
from London and the Regions, provided the 
opportunity for urban designers to share 
insight and debate the challenges of urban 
growth and of improving the liveability of 
towns and cities. Nowhere are these chal-
lenges more intense than in London, and 
nowhere has there been such an established 
track record of experimentation, innovation 
and delivery.

The conference opened with Urban 
Designfest, a quick fire session of short, en-
gaging presentations including Placecheck, 
an app which helps describe a place, useful 
if we wish to avoid falling into our own 
preconceptions about what makes a good 
place and what doesn’t. Not surprisingly, 
much depends on the app’s user, as not eve-
ryone’s barometer of how good a place is, 
will be measured by the quality of the local 
salted caramel ice cream fudge sundae. But 
I digress; the following two days of confer-
ence included over 30 speakers, covering a 
variety of interesting topics relevant to most 
cities. Below are a couple of snippets:

teCHNiCal sHoWstoppers
Ever had a project where one small issue or 
constraint (such as an existing gas main) 
became a show stopper? A presentation on 
London’s Crossrail provided just such an 
example. Crossrail will increase capacity for 
east-west journeys through London, reliev-
ing the Central and Jubilee underground 
lines as well as providing wider connectiv-
ity along the Shenfield – Liverpool Street 
– Central London – Paddington – Heathrow 
– Reading axis. The project is budgeted at 

a shade under £15 billion, which sounds a 
lot, but it will generate £42 billion of value 
(using Crossrail’s own figures) in addition to 
doing what it is meant to do, relieve conges-
tion on the existing transport infrastruc-
ture. When complete, the Elizabeth Line 
will create a 10 per cent increase in public 
transport capacity within London, which 
is expected to be filled by the population 
growth by 2031.

One of the most exciting opportunities 
for Crossrail is the regeneration of London’s 
Old Oak Common, an area of mainly former 
rail sidings and depots which could deliver 
a significant number of houses, connected 
into the wider city through a new super 
hub station. There is a lot of press about 
the project – good and bad - but there was 
one technical challenge highlighted at the 
conference that seemingly could easily be 
dismissed in all the noise: how to link the 
proposed station into the Crossrail signal-
ling network that integrates a number of 
different systems, an inheritance of the 
existing transport infrastructure. For those 
train techies amongst us, these are the: 
CBTC moving block system in the central 
section of Crossrail; ETCS level 2 to the 
west and beyond, conventional signalling 
with AWS and TPWS; and AWS TPWS to the 
east (with apologies to Rail Engineer if I’ve 
missed anything out, and all other read-
ers who probably haven’t a clue what AWS, 
TPWS and ETCS are). 

For an urban designer this technical 
matter is small issue when compared to 
designing for 9,000-24,000 new homes (the 
exact number depending upon the day of the 
week and the politics one follows). There are 
no doubt many other more pressing issues 
at Old Oak Common, but from an opera-
tional perspective, the conference heard 
that a new station will add to the existing 
complexity of managing the different signal 
systems and presently, there is no easy an-
swer. Ultimately, there seems to be enough 
political drive and willingness to support the 
new station, and given enough money and 
resources, we should be confident that the 
technical issues could be resolved… 

BeloW GroUND iNfrastrUCtUre 
Has far reaCHiNG 
CoNseqUeNCes aBove GroUND 
Staying with Crossrail, anyone that alights 
from a Crossrail train at Tottenham Court 
Road Station, perhaps on a shopping trip 

to buy a new gadget/camera/digital radio/
electric tooth brush etc., may actually exit 
above ground nearer to Dean Street, about 
half-a-mile away from where they probably 
want to be, not ideal for electrical shopping 
unless for someone who secretly wanted to 
enjoy an electric evening in London’s Soho. 

This slight inconvenience is common to 
my own everyday experience at Kings Cross 
St. Pancras Station, an international hub 
with multiple underground lines, national 
and international trains and bus connec-
tions. Upon alighting from the underground 
station, though you will not eventually ar-
rive above ground in Paris (about 212 miles 
away), chances are you’ll be directed to, 
and end up near the Regents Canal, which 
is a delightful space but about a mile from 
the Kings Cross concourse. The explana-
tion for such geographic mismatches is 
down to the length of platforms, levels, 
odd paths that connect different lines and 
to the need for multiple exits above ground 
to avoid overcrowding the streets. In the 
context of Crossrail, this seems reasonable 
enough when one considers the potential 
number of passengers that could disgorge 
at Tottenham Court Road. Indeed Transport 
for London’s design team have managed 
to successfully move one entrance some 
5m to help ease the burden on congested 
pavements (I’m not sure how effective that 
will be either, but every little bit helps). 
However, there are more ambitious solu-
tions being explored: rather than allowing 
passengers to exit above ground, why not 
entice them to stay below ground? Design-
ers at Transport for London are applying 
their experience at London Bridge Station to 
rethink underground spaces not as move-
ment corridors, but as destinations and 
places in their own right. Ideas range from 
new parks to traditional streets with shops, 
museums and restaurants, indeed anything 
to keep you from venturing above ground.

If there are any lessons to be learnt from 
the above snippets, I would suggest firstly 
that urban designers should always be 
prepared to delve into the detail to help re-
alise the bigger picture; and secondly, they 
should accept the success of the widely 
copied underground map: sometimes leg-
ibility sought above ground, need not match 
that below. •

Colin Pullan, Urban Design Director, NLP 
Planning
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The year that just ended saw a number of 
disasters, most of them the consequences of 
human folly. As a result at the beginning of this 
year, the world is much more uncertain than it was 
12 months ago. Can urban design do anything 
to reassure us? Probably very little, as society’s 
problems cannot be resolved by changes in the 
physical environment. 

We can wonder whether a public realm where 
people feel comfortable meeting others and 
be part of an inclusive community can reduce 
conflict. Or whether taking measures to protect 
the environment will benefit not just ourselves 
but those less able to protect themselves. We 
can make assumptions about the character 
of neighbourhoods and the ideal mix of uses, 
populations, tenures, and so on. Every little bit 
helps, but the woes of the world are much bigger 
and need much greater forces to resolve them.

Africa, the subject of this issue’s topic is a good 
example of the limitations of urban design as 
Daniela Lucchese points out in her introduction, 
and Tom Carter and Colin James emphasise in 
their conclusion. She has collected a wide range 
of articles showing the diverse approaches taken 
to resolving the continent’s problems resulting 
from fast urbanisation and a very unequal 
distribution of resources. Africa is a wealthy 
continent but the benefits of this wealth benefit 
a very small part of its population. In some 
cases planning methodologies have been simply 
transferred from other parts of the world, and 
may only reinforce inequalities. But in the most 
interesting cases, new approaches have been 
taken involving the transfer of know-how to the 
local population, or helping them take control 
of their area’s future. None of this will stop the 
wars or eliminate famine in the short term. It may 
however divert energies to more constructive 

pursuits than gated communities for the rich, and 
in the longer term reduce the causes of existing 
conflicts.

Indirectly, improving the conditions in Africa will 
have repercussions in Europe by diminishing the 
incentives to migrate, one of the main causes 
for the rise of extreme right wing movements 
and their charismatic leaders, who capitalise on 
the fear of the ‘other’. And we should not forget 
that former colonial empires have a responsibility 
towards their ex-colonies.

Together with this issue of Urban Design, 
members are receiving a separate publication 
with this year’s shortlisted entries for the Francis 
Tibbalds Design Awards. The quality of these has 
improved from year to year, a sign of the health of 
the profession at the moment. Do keep an eye on 
the UDG website for information on voting for the 
winner and for the Awards ceremony evening.

Let us hope that 2017 will be better designed than 
its predecessor.•

Sebastian Loew, architect and planner, writer and consultant

goodbye 2016

HOw tO jOinto join the Urban Design Group, visit  www.udg.org.uk and see the benefits of  taking out an annual membership. 
individual (Uk and international) £50Uk student / concession £30recognised Practitioner in Urban Design £80

small practice (<5 professional staff) £250large practice (>5 professional staff) £450education £250local authority £100Uk library £80
international library £100 
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Food in the City
The Gallery, London, 16 November 2016

Food is a relative newcomer to urban design, 
although its importance for society has at-
tracted the attention of chefs and the media. 
Fighting food waste has become the latest 
campaign of the Evening Standard raising 
awareness among those involved in food 
wastage. it was thus timely to chose this 
topic for UD 140 and, the related event at-
tracted non urban designers as well as many 
UDG members. 

Jane Manning led the discussion by in-
troducing background statistics about urban 
food production and the gaps in food self-
sufficiency in cities. she commented on the 
wide variety of urban food production and 
consumption, possible ways to change at-
titudes and how to incorporate food better in 
urban design strategies. 

two contributors to UD 140 deliberated 
from contrasting standpoints, Jayne Brad-
ley Gosh on creating community gardens 
as temporary uses, and oscar rodriguez on 
ways of commercially growing food on roofs 
and underground. 

the roles of food beyond feeding 
formed part of their visions. they evoked 

the therapeutic effects of food growing, its 
role in care in the community, its benefits to 
mentally ill persons and its pedagogical ad-
vantages in schools. in environmental terms, 
food production near consumers reduced 
food miles and offered freshness with its 
nutritional advantages, besides broadening 
bio-diversity. they elaborated on how in-
corporating food production could enhance 
green spaces, revitalise derelict areas, put 
unproductive spaces into better use, provide 
opportunities for acquiring skills, and overall 
enrich the urban environment. 

the audience then split into small groups 
to explore ways integrating food into the city. 
they proposed that schools could become 
catalysts for change as places of learning 
and experimentation, as well as consump-
tion of their own products. similar initiatives 
could be taken by hospitals which had tradi-
tionally grown medicinal plants, and prisons 
where inmates could turn idle time into new 
occupations of future benefit for them. 

impediments to producing food on roofs 
were explored further: physical ones, such 
as access, or incompatibility with uses be-
low, as well as social ones and how to offer 
some advantages to residents on estates 
earmarked for commercial food production. 
the audience recognised that not every-
body wants to become an amateur gardener 
and many would be content with passive 

consumption. also many stages of trans-
formation between food production and 
consumption would need further considera-
tion to incorporate them into future urban 
activities. so far experiments with food in the 
city were confined to fruit and vegetables, 
excluding animal farming and dairy prod-
ucts. in a global world entirely self-sufficient, 
food generation would also exclude a wide 
variety of products from other parts of the 
world, and that may not be acceptable to all. 
the longer-term fate of food in the city will 
depend on compromises between a greater 
role for food production in the city and exter-
nal food made available by more sustainable 
means.•

Judith Ryser, researcher, journalist, writer 
and urban affairs consultant to Fundacion 
Metropoli, Madrid

tall buildings
The Gallery, London, 21 September 
2016

the topic of tall buildings proved once again 
an emotive issue. the event following on 
from the tall buildings issue of Urban Design 
focused heavily on London and highlighted 
the differing views held across the industry. 

Ziona strelitz opened the evening with a 
poignant presentation charting her experi-
ence over the last 20 years in tall buildings 
research and guidance. From her consul-
tation research for the London Planning 
advisory Committee in 1998-99, Ziona was 
convinced that tall buildings could do much 
good and were a net contributor to cit-
ies such as London. Much of her work that 
followed strengthened this view. however, 

after authoring a number of strategic de-
sign guides over this period, she now has 
concerns. Ziona feels she was oversold the 
vision, and that there is a real need for our 
industry to be openly more self-critical. 
Whilst she stressed that the issues were not 
unique to London, it was clear she has real 
concerns for the city.

two of the following presentations fo-
cused specifically on London and both took 
a much more positive view – one from James 
Cook of GL hearn and the second from Colin 
Wilson, London’s strategic Planning Man-
ager. James Cook outlined the findings from 
GL hearn’s series of tall buildings surveys 
for new London architecture. Depending 
on an individual’s viewpoint, this was either 
a very encouraging picture of how quickly 
and smoothly tall building proposals are 
coming through London’s planning system, 
or a rather scary one. the spatial analysis 
of the survey results was one of the most 

striking aspects, highlighting how a third of 
the 2016’s 436 proposed towers are in just 
two boroughs. Colin Wilson then provided 
the policy background and context for the 
statistics in the tall buildings survey. indeed, 
he argued that tall buildings were gener-
ally where they were meant to be, or where 
planning policy was directing them towards. 
however, he emphasised that cities are not 
the result of planners’ perfect visions, but 
rather of the messy work of many hands, 
and that we need to see tall buildings in this 
context.

the last presentation came from Chris 
twinn and widened the debate with a global 
perspective. Chris reflected on his experi-
ence of both advising on tall buildings and 
living in them. on both counts his talk was 
sobering. Living on the 39th floor in shanghai 
had clearly not been joyous, and highlight-
ed some of the social concerns echoed by 
critics of tall buildings. he showed that the 
environmental performance of tall buildings 
is also troubling, although better examples 
are now emerging. he reserved his strongest 
criticism for the regulations and checklists 
which, he argued, were positively discour-
aging low energy high rise buildings. Given 
the number in the pipeline for London, one 
hopes greater innovation rather than tick-
box checking can happen sooner rather than 
later.•

Jane Manning, Associate at Allies and 
Morrison, Urban Practitioners

©CTwinn
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the national Urban 
Design Conference
Victory Services Club, London,  
6-7 October 2016

at the end of conference dinner, on thurs-
day evening, rowan Moore whose book 
Slow Burn City has recently been published, 
commented on the development of London 
and how innovations here become world 
leaders (the Green Belt, the thames sewer, 
new towns, etc). he referred to stresses 
that today are threatening the prosperity 
of the city: the housing crisis, the absolute 
power of property ownership, the gradual 
separation of communities. Commenting on 
various possible solutions (that would be 
discussed the next day) he emphasised the 
role of planners and urban designers, and 
the challenges and opportunities they would 
be facing in the future.

the main day of the conference dealt 
with London and the lessons to be learned 
from the transformation that had taken place 
since the last UDG conference in London and 
about London (1988). that was a bad time 
for the city, without a metropolitan authority, 
poor public transport, a declining popu-
lation and a neglected public realm. the 
first speaker, Graham King reflected on the 
changes he saw from his various positions at 
Westminster City Council: the consequences 
of growth and the conflicting concerns and 
influences the city authorities have to deal 
with, including security. he showed some 
important examples, listed a number of ma-
jor events that have affected the city, and 
with a number of fascinating quotes, remind-
ed us that history keeps repeating itself. 

Esther Kurland followed with an overview 
of the challenges for urban design in London: 
the huge scale of the city, the lack of avail-
able space, the difficulties in defining quality 
or sustainability. Undaunted, her presen-
tation was upbeat showing with examples 

how standards had been raised and design 
improved. Esther is the Director of Urban 
Design London: she outlined the various as-
pects of their work and showed that through 
debate and discussion, they can have an in-
fluence on what happens on the ground.

For most of the rest of the day, the con-
ference divided into two streams. in Coping 
with Growth chaired by David rudlin, Philip 
Breese of Weston Williamson, approached 
the subject through transport oriented de-
velopments (toD): their importance (climate 
change, population growth, healthy cities), 
their characteristics and how to imple-
ment them. he showed examples related to 
Crossrail and suggested that hs2 would offer 
major opportunities for development. riette 
oosthuzein of hat Design then presented her 
ideas about transforming suburbia through 
small scale interventions, outlined in her 
article in UD 138 (p.10). a different approach 
was taken by alan Mace, assistant Profes-
sor of Urban Planning studies at LsE, who 
advocated looking again at the Metropolitan 
Green Belt through a 21st century perspec-
tive. the current approach does not consider 
either quality or the environment, and there 
are also issues of equity as the Green Belt 
does not benefit everybody. alan suggest-
ed that changes will have to come from the 
grassroots as the government and the Mayor 
won’t initiate them; a pilot scheme over one 
corridor would be a way to start ‘getting 
more out of the Green Belt’ whilst developing 
some of it.

Employment was the subject of the next 
session: Ciaran Gunner-Jones of nathan-
iel Lichfield & Partners addressed London’s 
changing economy: the growth of office jobs 
and the decline of manufacturing ones which 
has been accompanied by a greater decrease 
in industrial land than planned; the distri-
bution of change has also been very uneven 
over the capital. With examples, Ciaran sug-
gested that there was a need for small-scale 
industrial space and for new flexible ap-
proaches, such as co-living and co-working. 
this theme was continued by Jessica Ferm, 
Lecturer in Planning and Urban Management 

at the Bartlett, who showed that industry 
is still important to London. she covered 
similar grounds in her article in UD 138 (p.18) 
and finished with a number of recommenda-
tions for the future. a different perspective 
was given by Will Mercer, head of strategy at 
the trampery, a business that provides and 
manages workspace for ‘creatives’. start-
ing in shoreditch where they opened the 
first co-working facility in 2009, they have 
spread to other locations, having to adapt to 
changing market conditions and the needs of 
industries for which continuous innovation in 
property is essential.

in a parallel session on the new geog-
raphy of London, Kathryn Firth revisited 
the olympic site showing how the area was 
transformed from a ‘tear in the fabric’ to an 
integral part of the city. sebastian ricard of 
Wilkinson Eyre described the Battersea Pow-
er station scheme, placing it in its context 
and describing the mix of uses and the am-
bitions of the developers. another parallel 
session chaired by tony Mulhall of the riCs 
dealt with housing. Peter Frankum of savills 
discussed the pitfalls of Estate regenera-
tion and the politics involved. nick rogers 
of taylor Wimpey debated the role of the 
volume housebuilders arguing that they can-
not be the only providers of housing. andrew 
Beharrell of PtE gave a presentation entitled 
altered Estate based on a report with the 
same name. his approach to post-war es-
tates regeneration, starts by engaging the 
estate; issues of urban design and funding 
are essential. he showed some successful 
examples.

after lunch, the session on the Public 
realm was chaired by Matthew Carmona, 
Professor of Planning and Urban Design at 
the Bartlett. regulation vs. negotiation was 
the subject of Phil Jones’s presentation. 
regulation is mostly used to avoid acci-
dents whilst ensuring the flow of traffic. But 
reducing the regulatory clutter and design-
ing intelligently, encourages negotiation 
and can help non-drivers. Jones suggested 
that though controversial, ‘negotiation by 
regulation’ as experimented in other coun-
tries should be tried. the next speaker, holly 
Lewis of We Made that, was concerned with 
the connections between industrial areas 
and the public realm, and in particular the 
opportunities offered by industrial land for 
sharing space with other users.

the last speaker for this session was 
thibault henry, responsible for the delivery 
of the public realm related to the new Cross-
rail stations. Crossrail’s design philosophy is 
to deliver a high quality environment, cover-
ing a wide area, maximising the regeneration 
effect and providing a lasting legacy. this 
entails commissioning high quality design, 
coordinating the implementation of some 30 
schemes and raising additional funding. With 
the examples of two stations, Bond street 
and Maryland, thibault showed how they ap-
plied their design principles for the public 
realm to be accessible and legible, attractive 
and safe, adaptable and sustainable.
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a parallel session on Movement was 

chaired by stephen o’Malley of Civic En-
gineers. robin Buckle, head of Design at 
transport for London commented on the 
relationship between movement and urban 
design. Ellen hadden of DsDha presented 
a methodology and schemes for enhancing 
the London cyclist’s experience and improv-
ing the public realm at the same time. neil 
Bennett of Farrells showed best practice for 
transport interchanges.

the final session on Governance was 
chaired by sebastian Loew. Paul Lecroart, 
senior Urban Planner for the ile de France 
region started with an outline of the region: 
12 million inhabitants, 400 local authorities, 
70 per cent of the land covered by forests or 
agriculture and with a substantial amount 
of traditional industries. he listed London’s 
achievements and its problems as seen from 
the outside, before explaining how the Paris 
region planned for a post-carbon future. 
the establishment of the Grand Paris, a new 
metropolitan structure, required inten-
sive consultation and coordination; aiming 
at a polycentric intensification, incen-
tives were to be given to local authorities 
that didn’t have the resources to absorb 
growth; development on green fields would 
be allowed subject to certain conditions; 

contracts between central and local govern-
ments would facilitate major investments. 
infrastructure was seen as a game-changer 
and a new 205km long orbital metro line 
(Grand Paris Express) was under construc-
tion with planned intensification around its 
68 stations. Like London, Paris has a hous-
ing shortage but it has instruments and 
structures to help improve the situation, 
such as a regional Land agency that can 
buy land cheaply and hand it over to hous-
ing developers. Finally he mentioned a major 
competition (réinventer Paris) for innova-
tive ideas on the public realm of the future. 
Professor tony travers, director of LsE Lon-
don, the last speaker of the day, started 
by contrasting the perception that people 
have of a city (the tourist area) with the real 
much larger built-up area. Contrary to Paris, 
London doesn’t have a regional government 
and within the built-up area has two tiers 
of government which collaborate but also 
compete. London’s skyline is the result of 
this competition combined with the fact that 
planning has become confused with the tax 
system (section 106, CiL and other levies) 
and therefore a way for local authorities to 
raise funding. Each borough is its own lobby 
and defends its own interests; the look of the 
city is therefore affected by its governance. 

travers also pointed out that for regenera-
tion, transport and planning are necessary 
but not sufficient and other factors are es-
sential. Developers in particular are hugely 
important and local authorities need to col-
laborate with them as well as regulate their 
activities.

Each of these sessions ended with a 
lively debate that needed to be cut short due 
to time constraints. Lunch and coffee breaks 
also allowed for networking and further dis-
cussions on the day’s subjects, showing that 
attendants particularly enjoy the times spent 
exchanging ideas.•

Sebastian Loew  
Many of the conference  presentations are 
available on www.urbannous.org.uk

nw street: the 
regeneration of 
ancoats

Manchester’s ancoats Urban Village is being 
transformed and strEEt nW decided to 
uncover how change and progress was being 
achieved in what is regarded as the world’s 
first industrial suburb.

strEEt nW teamed up with the Land-
scape institute nW to explore how the 
public realm works implemented throughout 
the area have been a catalyst for regenera-
tion and growth, as well as understanding 
some of the inevitable challenges faced 
along the way.

We were lucky to have the insight of a 
number of different professionals involved, 
who worked at different stages and strategic 
levels. stephen o’Malley (Civic Engineers) 

and Paul shirley smith (Camlins) gave 
an insightful walking tour of the ancoats 
neighbourhood, starting in Cutting room 
square, the centrepiece of the public realm 
regeneration effort and where a number of 
businesses are now flourishing. the square 
is oriented around five pillars inset with 
photographs of the former cutting and pat-
tern rooms of the adjacent royal Mills, a 
reminder of the area’s industrial power and 
prosperity. it is now a well used space and a 
number of well-considered design responses 
add richness to the place.

From here we continued along the regu-
lar, gridded series of streets, exploring some 
of the subtleties and detail in the delivery of 
the public realm. We learned of the strate-
gic approach which ensures that cross roads 
are unmarked, encouraging drivers to stop, 
prioritising pedestrian safety and movement 
over vehicle movement. Paul explained the 
detailed considerations of design implemen-
tation, such as the use of much tighter kerb 
radii along footpaths than typical adoptable 
standards. another design ambition was to 
integrate a series of references to the in-
dustrial heritage of ancoats into the public 
realm, known as ‘the Peeps’. a collection of 
public art pieces and hidden spaces, in col-
laboration with artist Dan Dubowitz, were 
revealed and referenced the heritage of the 
place.

the second part of the evening explored 
much of the work which made the delivery 
of the scheme possible. ian Beaumont, ar-
chitectural Director at Buttress introduced 

us to Buttress’ wider public realm activation 
strategy, which identifies a network of key 
streets where active ground floor frontages 
and a dynamic mix of uses will help activate 
the public realm. Phil Collings, senior area 
Manager at the hCa, explained how funding 
was delivered, laying the foundations of the 
regeneration effort. an interesting insight 
was that, from the outset, the hCa knew 
that this scheme wasn’t necessarily going 
to give a return on investment; however, the 
delivery of the public realm was deemed 
intrinsic to the success of the overall regen-
eration of this part of the city. independent 
businesses, identified as crucial in Buttress’ 
public realm report, were encouraged into 
the area with the hCa absorbing any interior 
refurbishment costs to allow tenants to take 
up commercial floorspace.

We’re proud to have hosted another suc-
cessful event which unearthed interesting 
nuances to the delivery of large scale public 
projects. the complexity of getting all the 
pieces in place often goes unrealised. the 
finished, tangible output, and the physical 
change of the public realm is evident today, 
much to the delight of the professionals in-
volved. But the intangibles, such as funding 
routes, tenancy agreements, council nego-
tiation, are just as important to enable the 
positive growth of the area.•

Mark Foster, Senior Urban Designer at Turley 
We would like to express our thanks to 
Hardscape who kindly sponsored the event 
and provided the image
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Urban Design library 
#20
Planning for Man and Motor; Paul 
Ritter, 1964.

5th september 2015 and The Economist 
proclaimed that ‘…Cities are starting to put 
pedestrians and cyclists before motorists. 
that makes them nicer-and healthier-to live 
in…’. in 1964 Pergamon Press published Paul 
ritter’s Planning for Man and Motor. it seems 
that it takes at least 50 years before urban 
design ideas are widely accepted.

the early 1960s saw a growing concern 
with the impact of the car on people’s lives. 
Traffic in Towns was published in november 
1963, the Smeed Report examined road pric-
ing in 1962. the immediate post-war period 
provided an opportunity for a fresh look at 
the way people and cars interact. in 1955 
Coventry had been rebuilt as a pedestrian 
precinct. Planning for Man and Motor was 
a timely publication. it is a surprise to see 
that the book was dedicated to the now dis-
graced robert Maxwell but he was the owner 
of Pergamon Press, then a well-respected 
academic imprint.

Paul ritter was an architect and planner 
with a special interest in the social impact 
of development, and this work went back at 
least to 1957. ritter’s particular interest was 
the radburn approach to housing and the 
book is driven by ritter’s passion for the ap-
proach. in many ways it is a cross between 
encyclopaedia and polemic: the language is 
sometimes dry and dull and other times al-
most biblical in its fervour. 

the book is divided into eight main 
parts supported by translations in French 
and German, an extensive bibliography and 
many illustrations. ritter’s stated aim was to 
establish ‘….an ecologically harmonious en-
vironment for man in which an efficient use 
of the vehicle plays a crucial part…’. 

the first part compares and contrasts 
the characteristics of people and cars. there 
are a series of short analyses of built exam-
ples. Unsurprisingly ritter concludes that 

the examples demonstrate the case for car-
people segregation. in his second part man’s 
needs as an organism are examined and in 
particular the value of walking is encour-
aged, a form of exercise currently promoted 
as the healthiest. this section is extensively 
illustrated with examples from Chester to 
Coventry. the ‘….study of an Urban Pedes-
trian Piazza…’ is especially interesting and is 
based on work by Christopher Millard look-
ing minute by minute, at the use of the Piazza 
del Palio in siena. this was possibly the first 
time that such a detailed study of the use of 
an urban area had been made, and it is well 
worth reading. the supporting photographs 
reflect the ‘serial vision’ used in Gordon Cul-
len’s Townscape.

the following part looks at the char-
acteristics of cars and in it, with the gift of 
hindsight, ritter makes some curious com-
ments. Looking at Man as Driver (note man 
not person), he concludes that there is a 
distinct danger that his attention may be 
distracted by ‘pretty girls’ and therefore ar-
gues that bridges which allow motorists ‘... 
a free view of those walking across…’ should 
be avoided. What a dull prospect for pedes-
trians crossing via the bridge: are they to be 
screened by high parapets? on the ‘emotion-
al state’ of drivers ritter concludes ‘the road 
itself should contribute by making driving 
as pleasant as possible’. this contrasts with 
current views that drivers need to be un-
nerved to a degree if they are to be fully alert 
to possible dangers. overall this section is a 
mine of data ranging from calculating road 
capacity and parking to the role of public 
and commercial vehicles.

ritter’s real intentions are exposed in 
the next part, new towns with traffic seg-
regation. the 1960s marked the start of the 
second wave of British new towns and at 
the time ritter was writing, only Cumber-
nauld in scotland had been started. ritter 
quotes extensively from the ideas behind its 
plan and also from the admired but never 
built hook. Both plans were wholly commit-
ted to the segregation of pedestrians and 
cars. one wonders how ritter felt about the 
quality of the urban experience finally cre-
ated at at Cumbernauld, skelmersdale and 
runcorn which followed later. Fifteen ex-
amples are drawn from all over the world, 
from Erith to sputnik in the Ussr, and as 
a gazetteer of sixties planning ideas it is a 
splendid summary. ritter could not resist 
deriding those who could not see the value 
of the radburn idea, and under the head-
ing the neighbourhood Concept, comments 
that ‘….it must be borne in mind that there 
was a strong supercilious resistance, until 
very recently, to the radburn idea, mere-
ly because some early examples of it had 
not pleased sophisticated, shallow minds 
who threw out the baby with the bath-wa-
ter in condemning the basic idea….’. ritter 
had no love for the Mark 1 new towns: in 
his view they had failed and become ‘...in 
many instances, meaningless collections of 
houses...’

in his next section ritter looks at Urban 
renewal. he comments that ‘a city does 
not live by cars alone…’. the car would not 
be banned totally; it just has to be parked 
somewhere where it will not interfere with 
quiet pedestrian enjoyment. above all, he 
claims that good public transport is re-
quired. Following examination of new York, 
san Francisco and Detroit, four basic needs 
for urban renewal emerge; in summary they 
are:• a growing pedestrian environment• a public transport system linked to…• …central area uses and park and ride 
systems• and the careful use of vacant space and a 
multilevel centre.

ritter then moves on to look at the range 
of opportunities for pedestrian-vehicular 
segregation. this part concludes with a very 
full set of examples from throughout the 
world including the stroget shopping street 
in Copenhagen, where public pressure forced 
the successful introduction of a pedestrian 
only area.

the final part looks at traffic segrega-
tion in residential areas. here the focus is 
ritter’s beloved radburn Principle: over 100 
pages are devoted to this section, almost 
a third of the book. as a result, it is a very 
complete but almost wholly uncritical analy-
sis of housing developments, and for that 
alone Planning for Man and Motor is worth 
revisiting.•

 
Richard Cole architect and planner, formerly 
Director of Planning and Architecture of the 
Commission for New Towns

reaD On
London County Council, 1961, The Plan-

ning of a New Town (aka the book of 
hook)

Traffic in Towns the specially shortened 
edition of the Buchanan report, 
1963, Penguin

Peter newman and Jeffrey Kenworthy, 
2015, The End of Automobile 
Dependence. How Cities are Moving 
beyond Car-based Planning, island 
Press (reviewed in UD 140)
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My Favourite Plan: 
bob Phillips
A Plan for Todmorden: Thomas Sharp 
& Todmorden Borough Council, 1946

wHy i like it…
in my first job after graduating, i was work-
ing for a small planning and design consul-
tancy with a project in todmorden, West 
Yorkshire. i’d never been to todmorden 
before but immediately found myself drawn 
to the little mill town nestled in the Calder 
Valley. some months later, in a second-hand 
bookstore, i found that in 1945 the then 
todmorden Borough Council had employed 
the town planner thomas sharp to undertake 
a plan for their town centre and had locally 
‘published’ this plan. sharp ran a small 
planning consultancy (in fact one of the first 
to use the title town Planning Consultant). 
he is perhaps better known for his post-war 
plans for Exeter and Durham and the (in)
famous Pelican book from 1940 simply called 
Town Planning. the plan for todmorden was 
different to many of the plans that had been 
prepared by sharp, dealing with the impact 
of the motorcar or rebuilding an area after 
heavy bomb damage during the Blitz. it was 
focused on how the town could reinvent 
itself. the plan was never realised – some 

might see that as a good thing as it was 
quite radical – but the ideas and intentions 
behind its production are interesting to the 
practitioner.

wHy is it iMPOrtant…
i rediscovered this plan more recently when 
preparing a planning document for a similar 
sized town. i was trying to find a way to make 
planning policy attractive and engaging. the 
todmorden plan was driven by local commu-
nity leaders and business in much the same 
way as our project was. Whilst the images, 
graphics and plans are in a style indicative 
of sharp – the effective three tone black, red 
and blue - the underlying spatial masterplan 
within the Plan for todmorden stood out. the 
plan sought to provide a physical framework, 
or masterplan for addressing some of the big 
issues effecting todmorden in the immediate 
post-war period: traffic, heritage and eco-
nomic stagnation. We still have the same de-
bates that the todmorden Plan grappled with 
in 1945. More recently the planning system’s 
approach has been to tackle these through 
policies with a limited spatial element. 
however, the todmorden Plan highlights the 
role that a positive community-driven, spa-
tial masterplan can have within a planning 
document, not just reliance on vague spatial 
policies. it also reminded me that Master-
plans are not just for city centres or urban 
extensions; there is a place for them even as 
part of the smallest planning project.

Current position
Director of Planning & Urban Design  
Urban imprint, Macclesfield, Cheshire
Lecturer in Urban Design (University of 
Manchester)
Chair Elect, north West rtPi

education
Master of town & County Planning – 
Manchester 2006
Ma Urban Design – Birmingham City 
University 2010

specialisms
Urban design, town planning, community 
engagement, teaching & training

ambition
to be involved in improving the railway 
station gateway in Macclesfield… and 
perhaps to finish my own model railway.
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Africa is catching up, and African cities are 
growing fast. According to the World Economic 
Forum, Africa’s population is expected to double 
by 2050, with the majority of growth happening 
in slums. In order to avoid uncontrolled and 
random urban expansions, and consequently 
unsustainable and vulnerable urban landscapes, 
it is time to act fast. But is it relevant to talk 
about urban design in a continent where the main 
issue is access to basic needs such as water, 
food, sanitation and electricity? It seems that the 
approach taken on urban design outside Africa is 
not suitable in a continent where often, years of 
political and military dictatorship have squandered 
the nation’s resources and hindered development.

The reality of urbanisation in Africa is that it is 
less about aesthetically pleasing schemes, which 
are often conceived in isolation and only for the 
privileged few, and more about access to basic 
infrastructure, education, jobs and housing, 
and all that makes for thriving urban living. 
Many foreign developments are based on an 
aspirational vision, but typically cater only for a 
wealthy segment of society, leaving the majority 
in poor conditions. Instead, visions that residents 
can relate to and experienced practitioners that 
are sympathetic to local needs are required to 
build resilient and sustainable urban environments.

This issue of Urban Design includes articles 
from both African and UK based contributors 
capturing different viewpoints. Some articles 
focus on specific case studies whilst others take 
a step back and approach the topic from a more 
strategic and urban planning angle. 

From South Africa, Mark Jackson kicks off 
reflecting on the rise of megacities and their 
potential to be at the forefront of development 
and innovation. Also from South Africa Vanessa 
Watson looks at how the newly adopted UN 
Sustainable Development Goals to end poverty, 
fight inequalities and tackle climate change, are 
attainable in African cities. 

Over recent years a growing number of 
international firms have actively participated in 
development projects in Africa. Many of them 
have succeeded in transferring knowledge 
through working in collaboration with local 
authorities and engaging local communities. 
Mike Fox, Jon Herbert, and Yann Leclercq report 
on their experience from Zambia, Ethiopia and 
Nigeria respectively.

Two articles look at ways to achieve sustainable 
development. Jamie Hitchen and Joseph Macarthy 
investigates the role played by informal urban 
settlements in Sierra Leone’s capital city and the 
opportunities that living on the edge offer, while 
Tony Lloyd-Jones showcases Rwanda’s green city 
strategy. 

From Cairo, Omar Sherif describes how the 
combination of corporate interests and political 
elites, have segregated the wealthy in gated 
communities, leaving behind a disjointed and 
impoverished city. Meanwhile, Hatem Nabih 
showcases two settlements in the Egyptian 
capital, El Rehab and Madenaty, and argues that 
flexible masterplanning and a robust management 
strategy can provide more socially mixed 
communities. 

Street traders and public spaces are the focus 
of Victoria Okoye’s contribution from Ghana. 
In her article, she offers different suggestions 
to facilitate the integration of street vendors 
into the fabric of the city. Tom Carter follows 
with an article that looks at post-conflict urban 
reconstruction from Sudan and South Sudan. 

The issue ends with Tom Carter and Colin James, 
who gave useful advice on how to approach 
this topic, providing a final reflection on Africa, 
questioning how relevant urban design in Africa 
is and challenging the creation of an appropriate 
urban design toolbox for practitioners.•

Daniela Lucchese, an independent urban designer and masterplanner 
currently collaborating with Urban Silence and ImaginePlaces

africa
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a UniqUe COnteXt
Even though megacities are a fairly new 
phenomenon in terms of urbanism, 
the development and growth of Africa’s 
megacities is still managing to take place 
in a unique context. They are urbanising 
incredibly rapidly, in many cases without 
the supporting industrial development 
that has accompanied it elsewhere. For 
the first time this scale of urban growth is 
taking place without the associated and 
often compensatory economic growth. 
Yet the reasoning behind the rapid urban-
isation fuelling these cities has its core 
in the same traditional notions, people 
are searching for white-collar jobs. If our 
reasoning for gathering in cities of this 
scale is universal, i.e. people looking for 
opportunity and security for themselves 
and their families, then it will not be at 
the city’s heart but on the fringes where 
both new ideas and issues will present 
themselves. In the intersection between 
the informal and the formal, the global 
and the local, the space where Africa’s 
megacities are emerging.

Setting the scene for Africa’s megaci-
ties tends towards listing the vast number 

The potential for cities to grow exponentially, becoming 
dense urban metropolises has always deeply fascinated 
people. The idea of massive cities, containing bustling 

millions has filled science fiction for decades, from Isaac 
Asimov’s planet-wide city Trantor in the 1940s to William 
Gibson’s geodesic dome encrusted sprawl, the Boston-Atlanta 
Metropolitan Axis of the 1980s. Yet in 250 years the industrial 
revolution has enabled unprecedented growth in urban 
density and scale. Starting with New York in the 1950s we have 
seen the arrival of 28 megacities of over 10 million inhabitants 
around the world. What was once speculative fiction is now the 
lived experience of every eighth person on the planet. 

By 2050 two thirds of the world’s 6 billion people are 
projected to be living in cities, with 21 per cent of them in 
Africa, more than Europe and the United States combined. 
The world’s top 25 most rapidly urbanising nations are almost 
exclusively in Africa, with 90 per cent of the world’s future 
population growth taking place in Africa and Asia. As a result, 
the African continent is expected to expand beyond its three 
existing megacities (Cairo, Lagos and Kinshasa) to double this 
number in the next 15 years, welcoming Johannesburg, Dar 
es Salaam and Luanda to the fold. Already Africa has a larger 
urban population than India and is quickly closing in on China, 
although it is spread out through a large number of smaller 
secondary cities as much as within its megacities. The same 
leap of imagination that first allowed us to imagine cities on 
this scale will be needed to help shift the dominant image of a 
rural Africa.

the Future of africa’s 
emerging Megacities 
Mark Jackson reflects on the growth of cities in the distinct 
and specific African context 

1 New apartment 
blocks rise around 
Cairo’s historical old 
city. Photograph by 
Luc Legay

1
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for megacities themselves to exist. This 
means that there is exciting potential 
for African cities to be at the forefront of 
development and innovation. In an era 
defined by informality and immigration, 
the very challenges that cities face mean 
that they have become socio-economic 
and political laboratories of the future. 
The work to be done and the solutions 
being developed in Africa’s megacities can 
help shape more than a purely local body 
of knowledge: they can contribute to the 
global discussion on who by, who for and 
how future cities should be made. •

Mark Jackson, Cape Town based urban 
planner and project manager

of challenges that they will face going forward. Food security, 
clean drinking water, sanitation, energy production and health 
services will all have to expand under not only the extreme 
pressure of rapid urbanisation but the looming presence and 
impact of climate change. Africa has contributed little in terms of 
greenhouse gases, yet due to its geography and vulnerability it is 
likely to suffer disproportionately. Approaches to meet people’s 
basic needs must be weighed against the future sustainability of 
the city itself.

Beyond the challenge of basic needs are those of a more 
complex socioeconomic nature: housing, transport, environ-
mental protection and job creation. Globally the solution to 
these problems has been to leverage public-private partnerships. 
But in these environments often defined by poverty, conflict and 
political instability, how is the private sector to be encouraged 
to engage in a supportive and not exploitative way? Yet all of the 
wicked problems being faced are equally opportunities for inno-
vative urban planning solutions, finding approaches that end in 
more sustainable, equitable and liveable cities.

large sCale, Fast sPeeD
At present, Kinshasa is gaining 555,000 people a year, with the 
vast majority moving into informal settlements and living well 
below the poverty line. This is in no way unique to Kinshasa, 
it represents the growth pattern for almost all of Africa’s 
megacities. Planning for change on this scale represents a 
major undertaking: successfully delivering services to meet this 
demand would test the limits of even the most well established 
and resourced cities. This pace of change is not likely to decrease 
soon and will require long term planning and the creation of 
organisations that can not only respond rapidly to present prob-
lems, but better equip the continent’s urbanists to face these 
challenges.

The scale of urban design and city planning means it has 
traditionally been large and slow, or in a more positive light, 
strategic and cautious. Yet this can represent a complete discon-
nect between the designer and people’s daily lived experiences. 
Facing challenges on this scale is going to require both a more 
flexible and ambitious approach, with Interventions that are 
small and fast and yet still contributing to an overall strategy of 
development and sustainability. Traditional five year plans are 
remarkably difficult to deliver when what they were based on 
looks in no way familiar by the time a project starts.

tHe rOle OF PrOFessiOnals
In light of the unplanned or informal nature of the growth taking 
place, the role of the urban professional (designer, planner and 
architect) needs to be viewed differently. When the vast majority 
of people are operating outside official systems, either due to 
economic barriers, socio-political reasons or the conceived 
illegality by which they inhabit space, then the top down and 
authoritative techniques traditionally used for designing and 
building cities might no longer be appropriate. The people 
flooding into Africa’s megacities are almost universally young 
and from a rural background. This is an opportunity to rethink 
how cities engage people in not only inhabiting but building 
their environment, allowing for a more human centred design 
approach. The speed at which these cities are changing, com-
bined with a continent-wide deficit in professional training 
means the line between the amateur and the professional is 
blurring. The urban professionals are progressively more likely 
to inhabit the role of facilitators of community knowledge and 
activities than to be the drivers of change themselves.

Africa’s megacities are coming into being in a rather distinc-
tive period. Largely being coastal cities, they will feel the signifi-
cant impacts of global climate change, and face the difficulty of 
having to develop rapidly while taking a restrained approach to 
fossil-fuel usage. A global shift is taking place towards the service 
economy, away from the traditional agricultural and industrial 
base that has driven the growth of past decades and allowed 

This is an opportunity to rethink 
how cities engage people in not 
only inhabiting but building their 
environment, allowing for a more 
human centred design approach

2 Shops in Dar es 
Salaam cater to 
the large number of 
pedestrians. 
Photograph by Stefan 
Magdalinski  
3 Street markets in Dar 
es Salaam support the 
growing urban sprawl.
Photograph by 
Matthias Ripp

2

3
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1 Tatu city, satellite 
of Nairobi. Image 
by Rendeavor 
(Renaissance Group)

Planning and the new 
Urban agenda
Vanessa Watson wonders how the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals will work in African cities

A t the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 
on 25 September 2015, world leaders adopted the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development which included a 

set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), to replace the 
previous Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). A notable 
addition to the new list of goals is number 11, the Urban Goal, 
entitled Sustainable Cities and Communities: make cities 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. A Zero Draft of the 
objectives and implementation of the new Urban Goal, putting 
forward a New Urban Agenda (NUA), was circulated in early May 
2016. Significant here is the central role which urban planning is 
expected to play in implementing this goal. 

targets FOr Cities
The overarching goals of the new SDGs are to ‘end poverty, pro-
tect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all’. The NUA of Urban 
Goal 11 has targets with implications in some way or another for 
planning. Cities are seen as ‘…key to tackling global challenges, 
such as poverty, social inequalities, and climate change… and 
can contribute to sustainable and inclusive growth, in harmony 
with nature, by addressing inequalities, increasing productivity, 
and promoting job creation, social well-being, citizen participa-
tion, innovation and emerging ideas’ ( Zero Draft May 6: Pream-
ble). These targets are seen as applying to all cities in the world, 
in both wealthy and poor nations.

By 2030 the NUA anticipates cities (everywhere) with far less 
income inequality and poverty; everyone has access to adequate, 
affordable and well-located housing although informal settle-
ments remain; the urban economy is built on local resources and 
competitive advantage; the informal economy is recognised but 
is being gradually formalised; cities are resilient and sustainable; 
decision-making processes are participatory and inclusive; 
and urban and rural areas are closely linked. There is a strong 
urban spatial and design element to the vision: services and 

facilities are physically accessible and 
the role of public transport and non 
motorised transport is stressed; spatial 
and socio-economic segregation has 
been addressed; there is quality public 
space with streets, sidewalks, squares 
and parks available for public use and 
social and economic exchange; the urban 
fabric is compact, mixed use and dense 
and planned urban extensions or infill 
are there to accommodate urban growth. 
Land use, planning and building codes 
are in place to reduce risks and disasters. 
Sensitive environmental areas are pro-
tected and conserved. 

An obvious assumption is that govern-
ment at national and local level will have 
to take a strong role in implementing 
these targets, and urban planning is seen 
as the key mechanism to do this. There 
is very little mention in the Zero Draft 
of the role to be played by the private 
sector, other than it should be drawn into 
partnerships with government. In the 
case of African cities (as well as in many 
other parts of the world) a key question 
is: do governments have the strength, 
resources, capacity and willingness 
to undertake the approaches to urban 
development and planning envisaged in 
the Zero Draft?

African cities are expected to double 
in size by 2030. Currently 62 per cent of 
the urban population lacks acceptable 
shelter and services and find accommoda-
tion in slums, and 70 per cent can only 
find informal work. While some countries 
were experiencing higher national 
economic growth rates in the past decade 
due to the global resources boom, this 
has now slowed, with cities showing little 
benefit from past income flows. Much has 
been made of ‘Africa rising’ and a growing 
urban middle class, but numbers are 
small in absolute terms and are currently 
defined by the African Development Bank 
as those spending only U$2-20 a day!

In many African countries the plan-
ning legislation dates back to the colonial 
era and hence is entirely inappropriate for 
dealing with current urban issues. Most 
urban development is taking place in 
non-planned and non-transparent ways. 
While city plans usually exist, many were 
drawn up some time ago when current 
urban growth rates and levels of poverty 
and informality were not anticipated or 

1
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2 Kigali, Rwanda, 
conceptual master plan
3 Hope City, satellite 
city of Accra, Ghana
Image by OBR

regional socio-spatial inequality would 
dramatically escalate, with political desta-
bilisation an almost inevitable outcome.

The goal targets and the vision of the 
NUA and the Zero Draft (May 6th version) 
are far-reaching, ambitious and socially 
progressive. But it will require a very 
fundamental shift in planning in African 
countries to achieve them, a great deal 
more in state and city level resources, 
revised planning laws, revised planning 
educational curricula, and professional 
planners and urban managers with a very 
different vision of future cities. It will also 
require a re-education of international 
property development companies cur-
rently working in direct opposition to the 
NUA. Helping to shape cities to be more 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
is exactly what planning should be doing, 
but this will be a very different planning 
to the one we currently know.•

Vanessa Watson, Professor of City Planning 
in the School of Architecture, Planning and 
Geomatics at the University of Cape Town

were simply wished away. Planning decisions are usually made at 
central government level, and planning powers and capacities in 
local government are limited. 

UnrealistiC Plans
However, in a trend which takes planning in Africa even further 
away from the vision of the NUA, a new genre of urban plans 
has emerged in the last few years. These new plans are usually 
compiled by international architectural and engineering compa-
nies, and suggest an urban future echoing Dubai, Singapore or 
Shanghai. They can be characterised as ‘urban fantasies’ because 
they depart so far from the reality on the ground and are equally 
if not more excluding of the poor than the older colonial plans. 
They assume either that the existing informal city is cleared 
away to be replaced by the new, or that brand new satellite cities 
will rise on green-field sites. They are often branded as smart 
cities or eco-cities. 

The plan for Kigali (Rwanda) drawn up by a US company is 
one of the most far-fetched of these and suggests replacing what 
is largely informal development with glass-box towers, land-
scaped lawns and freeways. The new satellite city visions, such 
as those for Nairobi in Kenya and Hope City in Ghana promise 
a modernised and sanitised living environment for the middle 
classes, far removed from the squalor and congestion of exist-
ing cities. Hope City, designed by an Italian architect who was 
evidently inspired by African beehives, is a particularly futuristic 
conception of buildings which contain all of the facilities needed 
for their resident and working populations, and remove the need 
to go outside at all.

Other cities are creating large land areas through infill to cre-
ate new urban extensions. Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo is one of Africa’s largest and poorest cities, yet a major 
land infill of the Congo River will support up-market retail and 
residential developments, and in the process many small farmers 
along the banks of the river have had their livelihoods destroyed. 
Eko-Atlantic is being created on an artificial island off the coast 
of Lagos: the island stretches for over 10km and will allow some 
250,000 people to disengage themselves from the congestion 
and pollution of existing Lagos.

These plans propose future cities which are unsustainable in 
the extreme and are inappropriate in terms of climate, available 
infrastructure (particularly power), and affordability. It is very 
doubtful that enough demand will exist for the middle-income 
housing and upmarket office blocks envisaged by these plans 
and many may be no more than speculative ventures or white 
elephants. If they were to materialise, the extent of urban and 

In many African countries 
the planning legislation 
dates back to the colonial 
era and hence is entirely 
inappropriate for dealing 
with current urban issues
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warm Heart,  
bright Future
Mike Fox provides an overview of Voluntary Service 
Overseas work shaping a new planning system for Zambia

Z ambia, or ‘the warm heart of Africa’ as it is sometimes 
known, is a landlocked country of about 16 million people 
located at the centre of southern Africa. Within the 

African context, Zambia’s history has been fairly unremarkable. 
With no civil wars since independence from Britain in 1964, 
it has remained at relative peace when compared to its more 
volatile neighbours. 

Economically, it remains reliant on its natural resources 
wealth, in this case copper exports, which represent approxi-
mately two thirds of its export income. It suffers from wide-
spread poverty and one of the highest levels of inequality in the 
world, with 60 per cent of Zambians living below the poverty line 
and at 12.9 per cent of those aged 15-49, it has one of the highest 
rates of HIV/AIDs in the world. 

Akin to many African countries, recent years had seen high 
levels of economic growth, (an average of 7 per cent between 
2010 and 2014), although this has fallen back to around 3 per 
cent in the last two years. Despite this recent fall-back and the 
disadvantages of being landlocked, it benefits from many posi-
tive attributes, not least a young, dynamic population, beautiful 
natural landscapes and significant untapped mineral wealth and 
agricultural potential. 

tHe Planning systeM anD tHe PlaCes it sHaPes
As is common with many other African countries, the Zambian 
approach to planning remains largely based on a blueprint 
created by a colonial administration more than 50 years ago. 
Planning under the British was restricted to a limited number of 
mining and administrative settlements as required to manage 
the country and oversee the extraction of natural resources, 

rather than promoting a developmental 
agenda for the indigenous population. As 
a result, until 2015, planning legislation 
applied to only 10 per cent of land, with 
the remainder under customary law, 
administered by traditional rulers, usu-
ally tribal chiefs and elders. Where land is 
planned by the government, it is usually 
top-down, with little involvement of the 
local community. There has also been an 
on-going failure to provide cost-effective 
and sustainable low-cost housing. 

Rapid urbanisation stemming 
from high growth rates and a lack of 
rural development are resulting in the 
proliferation of informal settlements. 
These lack infrastructure, are often built 
in environmentally precarious areas 
such as wetland dambos and without any 
adherence to planning or building control 
standards. 

Where development is planned, it 
is low-density and the land released for 
development is often piecemeal, negoti-
ated with traditional rulers on an ad-hoc 
basis without a higher-level strategy, 
making the coordination of infrastructure 
and efficient settlement patterns difficult 
to achieve. In spatial terms, it is currently 
characterised by what urban design 

1

1The centre of Kapiri 
Mposhi, Central 
Province
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2 Kapiri Mposh IDP; 
spatial development 
framework of town 
centre
3 Matilyo Improvement 
Area Study; existing 
built-form

orthodoxy cautions against. This includes:• low-density development based on the car, with prevailing 
planning standards advocating plot sizes ranging between 
288sqm (12 x 24m) and 1350sqm (30 x 40m). This results in 
sprawling settlements, excessive land take and significant walk-
ing distances for local people, the vast majority of whom do not 
have access to a car• zoning based on the compartmentalisation of land uses. This 
creates sterile residential areas, commercial areas that die at 
night, increasing travel distances and decreasing overall vitality 
and viability• segregation of income groups, with housing planned succes-
sively as low, medium and high cost and with plot sizes being 
governed according to their income classification• no consideration for the concept of the public realm, with 
the quality of streets and spaces not taken into consideration in 
designing layouts. This results in streets without provision for 
pedestrians, other non-motorised transport and the informal 
traders that bring so much life to Zambian streets. 

As a result, settlements are inefficient and segregated, large 
parts lack basic infrastructure, environmental degradation is 
widespread and new development fails to build on or reinforce 
local identity. 

sHaring skills, bUilDing CaPaCity
Against this background, a number of governments, interna-
tional non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and consultan-
cies are involved in bringing about change in Zambian planning 
through sharing skills and expertise. This includes the British 
NGO Volutary Services Overseas (VSO). VSO’s programme places 
skilled planning professionals from around the world (over 20 
at the last count) at different levels of government and within 
the University of Zambia (UNZA) to help shape a new planning 
system and build capacity in local planners. I was one of the 
planning professionals placed within government, specifically at 
provincial level within the Central Province. 

This work has led to the adoption of the Urban and Regional 
Planning Act, which received parliamentary approval in 2015 
and a new Spatial Planning Masters at UNZA, which welcomed 
its first student intake in 2014. Under the new Act, for the first 
time planning will apply to all land in Zambia and a new struc-
ture for plan preparation and decision-making is defined. This 
includes regional, metropolitan, local and neighbourhood level 
plans. 

The cornerstone of the new system is the preparation of 
district level Integrated Development Plans (IDPs), designed to 
bring together social, economic and environmental considera-
tions for the first time. While progress has been slow, a number 
of pilot studies are developing a body of best practice upon which 
future documents can be based. To aid the implementation of the 
new Act and embed best practice into the system, regulations 
and national guidance documents are in preparation. 

tHe rOle OF Urban Design anD PlaCeMaking
As part of this process and my role as Urban and Regional Plan-
ning Advisor to the Ministry of Local Government and Housing, 
Central Province, I sought to build capacity in urban design 
fundamentals through the preparation of an ‘urban design hand-
book’ in partnership with local planners. Using action research 
methods, it was prepared in parallel with on-going work on the 
IDP for the District of Kapiri Mposhi, with the learning outcomes 
feeding into the production of the document.

In a series of workshops, the applicability of key urban 
design principles to the Zambian context was discussed. These 
principles included transit-oriented development, respond-
ing to context, designing spaces before buildings, creating 
environmentally responsive environments, and designing for 
adaptability, diversity, legibility and safety and security. The 
document then sought to explain how these principles could be 

applied to Zambian planning at different 
scales, from spatial planning frameworks 
(such as IDPs), the preparation of 
neighbourhood-level layout plans, down 
to site-level development planning. 

The handbook was initially piloted for 
our on-going work in the Central Prov-
ince, after which feedback was sought in 
the form of surveys and semi-structured 
interviews. Following feedback, two 
additional areas of work were identified: 
investigating the application of urban 
design principles to informal settlement 
upgrading, and providing advice on public 
participation and community engage-
ment. This then fed into the preparation 
of a draft national document. 

aPPlying tHe PrinCiPles - kaPiri 
MPOsHi
The key principles advocated within the 
urban design guidance have been piloted 
within the preparation of the IDP for 
Kapiri Mposhi. The IDP was founded upon 
the principle of transit-oriented develop-
ment, with policies focusing development 
around a series of urban and local activity 
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nodes, combined with targeted improvements to transport along 
key movement corridors. Higher density, mixed use develop-
ment, including active ground floor uses were promoted at these 
nodes, while new areas of open space and community uses were 
also encouraged. Design policies aimed to enhance permeability 
(through reducing block sizes), legibility (through identifying/ 
providing key landmarks) and to promote passive surveillance 
(through ensuring that new boundary treatments allow views 
onto the street). 

The upgrading of informal settlements was also central to 
the overall spatial strategy. Drawing upon UN guidance and 
approaches adopted elsewhere, we prepared a study investigat-
ing the application of urban design principles to informal set-
tlement upgrading. This included settlement analysis, scenario/ 
option development and the development of a neighbourhood 
level spatial framework based on the principles of:• minimising intervention such as the demolition of existing 
buildings• enhancing spatial integration with the wider settlement;
formalising a hierarchy of routes and spaces• focusing higher density development around bus stops along 
upgraded roads to act as focal points for markets and other com-
munity uses• relaxing plot size standards to bring about the more efficient 
use of land• taking an incremental approach to the provision and upgrad-
ing of infrastructure.

Stakeholder engagement was also critical 
to the preparation of the IDP and formed 
a central tenet of the urban design guid-
ance. This included the use of meetings, 
walking tours, workshops, participatory 
budgeting and a variety of other tools to 
involve key stakeholders and the wider 
community. The IDP also enshrines local 
involvement in future plan preparation 
and development decisions, through 
committing to the creation of Local 
Development Committees and consulting 
them as key stakeholders.

lOOking tO tHe FUtUre
While much work remains to be done, the 
foundations have been laid for significant 
progress to be made in the planning 
profession in Zambia. Our experience 
demonstrates that urban design and 
placemaking principles have a strong role 
to play in shaping more efficient, inclu-
sive, distinctive and sustainable places. 
Building capacity in government, civil 
society and the private sector is essential 
to this process to ensure that growth is 
broad-based and inclusive. Only through 
the above, lasting change will be brought 
about.•

Mike Fox, Associate Planning Director at Nash 
Partnership in the UK

Rapid urbanisation 
stemming from high growth 
rates and a lack of rural 
development are resulting 
in the proliferation of 
informal settlements

empowering the Client
Dar’s Yann Leclercq describes approaches to capacity 
building-led planning in Nigeria

How do you keep up with contemporary thinking in 
your profession? How do you stay ahead and challenge 
conventional wisdom about urban design and urban 

planning? What are the solutions to planning and designing 
emerging and fast growing cities, places that see population 
increases of 3 per cent per annum, with few resources but vast 
and competing demands for development?

Dar’s African clients in the public sector often require 
capacity building as a component of a project scope of work. A 
consultant does not only come in to develop a masterplan, but 
must transfer that knowledge and approach to the client’s offic-
ers, so that they can confidently implement the strategy once 
the consultant has departed.

wHat is CaPaCity bUilDing?
On a recent visit to Lagos in Nigeria, 
where Dar is developing the Epe Master-
plan, I spoke with a project officer about 
capacity building. The State is investing 
in building up the capacity of locals by 
training them to learn a skill so as to 
become self-dependent and earn a living. 
In this case, we spoke about a programme 
of developing carpentry skills through a 
hands-on approach. 

Although carpentry is perhaps not a 
skill an urban designer needs to master, 

4 A consultation 
meeting, part of 
the community 
engagement for 
the Integrated 
Development Plan for 
Kapiri Mposhi District 
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1 Group exercises 
– encouraging 
conversation and 
engagement 
2 Base Map for Lagos 
showing the ten 
masterplan areas

capacity building today encompasses any means by which 
knowledge is transferred from one person to another. Literally 
building capacity, it is often undertaken in the field rather than 
following a certified teaching course.

It is indeed a form of teaching and learning, but also a means 
by which a client captures the method and thinking that goes 
behind a masterplan, planning framework, or other commission. 
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) defines 
capacity development as ‘the process through which individuals, 
organisations and societies obtain, strengthen and maintain the 
capabilities to set and achieve their own development objectives 
over time’. Transferring knowledge and expertise empowers 
those involved in the capacity building programme.

tHe COnsUltant’s eXPerienCe
International consultants bring with them an independent and 
outsider’s perspective, but also the efficiency in delivering a 
project within demanding timescales. The provision of capacity 
building services is considered essential by a client to raise the 
capabilities of the whole teams who will be working to deliver 
and implement the masterplans that the consultant has been 
commissioned to produce.

Dar is currently developing the Ibadan Masterplan (a stra-
tegic planning framework which will be supported by detailed 
urban plans to address urban design considerations), as well as 
the Epe Masterplan (a sub-region strategic planning framework 
in Lagos State), both in Nigeria. These two studies require capac-
ity building services as a component of the project scope of work. 
We are currently developing the methodology for these, which is 
conducted in parallel to the drafting of the spatial development 
strategies for these two studies.

These follow work undertaken from 2009 to 2012, when Dar 
prepared three strategic level spatial development strategies for 
different parts of Lagos State, and for which capacity building 
was a deliverable to support them. This included the Badagry 

Masterplan, Mainland Central Model City 
Plan, and Lekki Integrated Masterplan.

Planning strategies FOr lagOs 
state
Lagos, the economic capital of Nigeria, 
is a growing mega-city with a popula-
tion estimated to be almost 20 million 
inhabitants. In 2009, the government 
of Lagos State initiated the adoption of 
strategic planning frameworks to better 
manage the growing city – one that was 
increasingly experiencing a series of 
issues from congestion and crime, to a 
lack of adequate infrastructure provision. 
The previous spatial planning for Lagos 
State had been the UNDP’s 1980-2000 
plan, which was by now out of date. There 
are ten masterplans or model city plans 
now in operation across the state, with 
three more currently under development, 
which will mean all parts of the state are 
covered by strategic masterplans. The 
Epe Masterplan is in one of the most rural 
parts of Lagos. 

The capacity building programme ran 
over the duration of the project develop-
ment, and culminated in two week-long 
conferences: one on-shore, in Lagos 
and one off-shore in London. During the 
programme, the keen audience was fully 
engaged in the discussions, presenta-
tions, workshops and practical exercises. 
It was quickly apparent that while the 
delegates were easily able to grasp the 
small scale and a detailed understand-
ing of their city, getting to grips with a 
20-year strategic area-wide vision was 
more difficult. The tools and graphics we 
use as urban designers may seem obvious 
to us, but this was not the case to an audi-
ence far more at ease with detailed land 
use plans than illustrative visions. 

To test our approach, we used the area 
of Apapa in Lagos, which lies beyond the 
masterplans we had developed. During 
this exercise, we found that the project 
officers had acquired and identified a 
significant level of detail of Apapa from a 
spatial perspective. The capacity building 
event gave them the ability to take a dif-
ferent perspective on the area. We pushed 
them to test what was feasible by being 
bold about what to do: taking fat pens out 
and drawing big lines across the map got 
them thinking about the wider impacts 
and implications, without being restricted 
by the fine detail of the plot-by-plot analy-
sis that had been undertaken until then.

Undoubtedly, as consultants, we 
have learned a significant amount about 
Nigerian culture and the value and 
expectations of the built environment, 
whether on infrastructure, conservation 
or the natural environment. We have 
certainly benefitted from the experience 
and this has informed our approach to 
more recent studies. It is encouraging that 
even four years later, delegates in other 
circumstances remember the event and 
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3 Outline of the 
Capacity Building 
Programme

how valuable they had found it; as a result I was recently asked to 
ensure that the capacity building for Epe was at least as strong as 
the one we conducted in 2012.

OUr CUrrent MODel
As we develop the spatial development strategies for Ibadan and 
Epe (in Lagos), we are currently working on a four-tier approach 
to capacity building over the 18-month integrated period of the 
project development.

Ibadan, a city of almost 3.5 million people, has never had 
a masterplan to guide its development and has grown organi-
cally. Over recent years, the city has increasingly suffered from 
regular flooding events, the largest of which, in 2011, resulted 
in loss of life. Action was needed, and with the assistance of the 
World Bank, it was recognised that resolving the flooding issue 
was related to providing an effective city-wide masterplan that 
encompassed land use and spatial planning. 

The Epe sub-region in Lagos, on the other hand, a largely 
rural component of Lagos State, is fast growing and seen as a 
major development opportunity. Strategically located between 
the Lagos metropolitan area and the wider country, it will cer-
tainly change as it accommodates a growing population.

The capacity building programme for the Epe Masterplan is 
structured in four parts:
1  Peer to peer training is where the consultant and client work 

together as an integrated team. Selected staff members from 
the client team work in the consultant’s office for an agreed 
period of time and undertake a number of tasks to support 
the development of the project.

2  Training sessions are presentations or practical exercises 
held on a regular basis, that address the technical and proce-
dural processes involved in preparing the masterplan and its 
implementation. A consultant will present his expertise to an 
audience and will encourage public participation.

3  Workshops take the form of interactive sessions where 
delegates are fully immersed in developing the strategy. We 
are currently proposing a series of workshops to develop a 
strategic level plan for the city. This will involve presenting 
our findings (the diagnostics), and encouraging teams to 
draw up their vision for the future of Epe.

4  Off-shore Training is undertaken to share and learn from 
best practice events elsewhere. On previous occasions, 
offshore training has taken delegates to Dubai and London. 
These were opportunities for learning about not only the 

large scale of development taking 
place in these cities, but importantly 
what lessons can be learned from 
the way they are implemented. In a 
country where public sector funding is 
severely limited, learning about how 
to engage private sector investment in 
infrastructure development was seen 
as a particularly relevant lesson.

COnClUsiOn
Building up the capacity of local staff is 
seen as a way to provide a boost to their 
capabilities, while keeping them abreast 
of current models of thinking.

We have probably all worked on mas-
terplans that end up gathering dust on 
shelves. Building the capacity of local staff 
provides a real form of engagement that 
means the final output is theirs, for them 
to implement. Our colleagues in Africa 
are those who will live to see the positive 
outcomes of these spatial development 
strategies and it is for them to believe in 
them; capacity building provides a key 
approach to transferring our knowledge 
and skills to them so they have the neces-
sary tools to implement them.•

Yann Leclercq, Associate Urban Designer/ 
Planner with Dar.

Building the capacity of the 
local staff provides a real form 
of engagement that means the 
final output is theirs, for them to 
implement
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1 Construction of the 
city-wide LRT scheme, 
around which new 
high rise and high 
density development is 
planned

Back in 1986 I ‘ran the world’, or at least around the block a 
few times, which was probably as far as my little ten-year 
old legs could carry me. Run the World was organised as 

a way of raising money to support famine relief in Africa and, in 
particular, Ethiopia. For a generation who grew up in the 80s, 
perceptions of the country were shaped by these events and by 
Michael Buerk reporting from Ethiopia for the BBC news. Two 
years ago I was lucky enough to visit the country for work. The 
reality was very different from my perception. Yes, Ethiopia 
remains a poor country, and, earlier this year experienced a dev-
astating drought which saw food stocks decline and many people 
suffer. But Addis Ababa is a vibrant and dynamic city, a verdant 
landscape with ambitious plans for growth and development.

City OF grOwtH
With around 75 million inhabitants, Ethiopia is the second most 
populous country in Sub-Saharan Africa. Its capital Addis Ababa 
founded in 1887 is the political, cultural and geographic centre 
of Ethiopia. From 1936 to 1941, under Italian occupation and 
as capital of Italian East Africa, several modernisation projects 
were implemented. Between 1960 and 1970 the population of 
the city nearly doubled, and new light manufacturing industries 
were established. From 1970 to today the population of Addis 

Ababa grew from less than one million to 
about three million people.

Depending upon the source of infor-
mation used, it is anticipated that the 
population of the city and surrounding 
towns may grow to some eight million 
or more, over the next 20 years. Beyond 
the three largest cities in Africa (Lagos, 
Kinshasha and Johannesburg), Addis 
Ababa ranks alongside cities such as Dar 
es Salaam, Nairobi, Khartoum and Dakar 
as one of the fastest growing cities on the 
continent.

tHe PrOjeCt
I formed part of a team commissioned 
to work on the Addis Ababa Power and 
Distribution masterplan. The work sought 
to understand the expected scale and 
direction of growth over the next 20 years 
to help inform the electricity infrastruc-
ture requirements to support and sustain 
this level of growth, and where this infra-
structure should be provided. Planning 
for energy supplies is crucial to change. 
The government puts great emphasis 
on providing sufficient and reliable 
power supplies that meet international 
standards at all times. Indeed, a recent 
World Bank report identifies investment 
in energy supply and distribution as a 
priority action to help transition from 
poverty to sustainable and reliable growth 
and prosperity.

The study area comprised the city 
of Addis Ababa and an approximate 
50km radius around it, thus straddling 
administrative boundaries: it included the 
entire administrative area of Addis Ababa 
and parts of the surrounding region of 
Oromia, the largest region in Ethiopia in 
terms of both area and population.

Our work involved interrogation of 
demographic and economic data, of dif-
ferent growth and development plans, the 
location, type, scale and pace of develop-
ment, new housing models and densities, 
and wider planned infrastructure invest-
ment across the city and wider region. 
It also involved a major reconciliation 
exercise, interpreting data and plans from 
different sources and representing differ-
ent timeframes and geographies. 

addis ababa: Planning, 
growth, tensions and 
infrastructure
Jon Herbert shows how a sub-regional plan had to be scaled back 
to adapt to the realities of this fast-growing city
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2 Lideta: one of the 
largest new housing 
developments in the 
city
3 Typical ‘informal 
housing’ areas

better and more housing, and new infra-
structure to help facilitate and support 
growth and development has been central 
to the drive to become a middle-income 
country. In particular, the GTP states: ‘In 
view of the role of urbanisation for eco-
nomic and social development, building 
the necessary urban infrastructures will 
be given emphasis to ensure rapid and 
equitable growth of urban centres’.

inVestMent in new HOUsing
One initiative shaping change in Addis 
Ababa is the construction of affordable, 
good quality, standardised housing, 
particularly low-cost housing for low and 
middle-income households. This involves 
both the expansion of the urban area but 
also the redevelopment of those areas 
considered urban slums. In 2007 it was 
estimated that across the country as a 
whole, almost 80 per cent of the entire 
population were living in slums. In Addis 
Ababa, the UN state that ‘most interna-
tional estimates put the proportion of the 
city’s population that is living in rundown 
and slum settlements as one of the high-
est in the world’.

In 2004-5 the government launched 
the Integrated Housing Development Pro-
gramme, intended to deliver new homes, 
regenerate inner-city slum areas and 
promote home-ownership for low-income 
households. In 2013 a new housing saving 
scheme was introduced in Addis Ababa. 
This encourages low and middle-income 
earners to save money for a certain period 
to help them buy a home. Once a prede-
fined percentage of the estimated cost of a 
house has been saved, the savers are enti-
tled to a house. The intention is that the 
individual will save up to 10, 20 or 40 per 
cent of the cost of a new house, with the 
government then facilitating long-term 
loans to cover the remaining cost.

By 2025, it is estimated that the popu-
lation of the city will be in excess of 4.7 
million people, increasing, on average, by 
96,000 each year. The scale of new hous-
ing and supporting infrastructure needed 
in Addis Ababa is vast.

an integrateD DeVelOPMent 
Plan anD City strUCtUre Plan
It is within this context that a revised 
development plan for Addis Ababa, the
Integrated Development Plan (IDP), has
begun to take shape. Sitting within this 
geography is the Addis Ababa structure 
plan area, smaller than the IDP area. It is 
drawn around Addis Ababa but radiates 
out to more closely follow the extent of 
the built-up area. It therefore includes 
some parts of surrounding land in Oro-
mia, though not appearing to follow any 
defined administrative boundaries.

The Addis Ababa structure plan is 
based upon the creation of a polycentric 
city structure: central Addis Ababa will 
remain the core area and CBD, but with 

POVerty anD reDUCtiOn PrOgraMMe
Despite rapid population growth, high rates of urbanisation 
and economic growth, per capita income in Ethiopia remains 
well below the average for Sub-Saharan Africa. Addis Ababa in 
particular, suffers from a host of social and economic problems, 
including widening income disparity, deepening poverty, rising 
unemployment, severe housing shortage, poorly developed 
physical and social infrastructure and the proliferation of slum 
and squatter settlements. A UN-Habitat report of the state of 
African cities states that ‘the overarching challenge for Africa in 
the decades to come is massive population growth in a context of 
wide-spread poverty...’.

In September 2000, UN member states agreed a set of Mil-
lennium Development Goals that committed countries to take 
measures to significantly improve the living standards of their 
populations by 2015. In line with this, the Ethiopian Govern-
ment’s primary objective has been poverty eradication. Between 
2002-3 and 2004-5 the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development implemented the Sustainable Development and 
Poverty Reduction Programme (SDPRP). This was followed by 
the Plan for Accelerated and Sustained Development to End 
Poverty (PASDEP) that ran from 2005-6 through to 2009-10.
During this time the country experienced economic growth and 
social development, and this continued through its Growth and 
Transformation Plan (GTP). In 2012, Ethiopia was the 12th fast-
est growing economy in the world, and in the preceding decade 
achieved high economic growth, averaging 10.7 per cent growth 
per year.

The GTP was guided by the Government’s vision for Ethiopia 
to become a middle-income country by 2020-23. It has strongly 
influenced the growth and development of Addis Ababa and 
surrounding area. Investment in new employment opportunities, 

2
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4 New commercial 
development in 
Sengatera. The yellow 
and green hoardings 
around development 
sites are found all over 
the city

a series of secondary and sub-centres being a focus for com-
mercial, civic and cultural activities. Opportunities for urban 
renewal and expansion are identified, including the regeneration 
and redevelopment of slum areas, as well as new and expanded 
residential and employment areas on the edge of the city and 
within Oromia. 

In order to facilitate economic growth the IDP allocates 
vast swathes of land in and around Addis Ababa as industrial 
development zones, which are intended to provide jobs in the 
industrial and service sectors.

tensiOns
Over the past few years there have been numerous protests in 
Oromia. Much of this has been related to the pace of urbanisa-
tion in and around Addis Ababa. Many Oromo people have 
viewed the IDP as a means of expanding the territorial limits of 
the capital and thus a means to annex land and accelerate the 
eviction of Oromo farmers from their ancestral lands. It has 
been argued that the growth of Addis would subsume surround-
ing towns and leave informal settlements highly vulnerable to 
redevelopment. Following widespread opposition the IDP has 
been scaled back.

‘Social mixity and land-use mixity, which indicate the co-
habitation of an area by different income groups and the mixture 
of different compatible functions in a clustered neighbourhood, 
can be cited as the unique character of Addis Ababa.’

aDDis ababa DeVelOPMent Plan
The revised development plan now focuses on the city, imme-
diately neighbouring and adjoining towns. The intention is that 
future growth will take place through intensification and ‘verti-
cal expansion’ as opposed to ‘horizontal expansion’, building 
upon the idea of the compact settlement and relating growth and 
development opportunities to investment in public transport 
infrastructure, including a city-wide light rapid-transit system, 
comprising corridors for intensification. This will see the 
planned development of existing informal housing areas within 
the city and new housing projects on the outskirts.

COnClUsiOn
Although the scaling back of the plan responds to concerns in 
the Oromia, it brings a different set of challenges: can intensi-
fication be managed in such a way that successfully contributes 
to poverty reduction but which also reflects the strong social 
networks and ties within the city? The mixed use nature of 
Addis Ababa, the juxtaposition of different activities, building 
types and social groups is a very real and defining feature of the 
morphology of the city. It has been said that ‘the city’s urban, 
political and economic layers, social order, and visual elements 
are the consequences of... strong ethnic dynamics.... Mixity is 
an Ethiopian coinage, stressing the significance of the concept 
within the nation’s culture’.

Many of the new homes being provided remain out of reach 
for much of the population, despite the savings initiatives. This 
could result in the displacement of people and the breakdown of 
the social ties and networks that bind the city together. Fusing 
housing and economic growth around key nodes and corridors 
for example, with smaller-scale urban acupuncture projects, 
might be a way forward.

The relationship between informal and formal sectors in 
Addis is blurred and often takes place in the public spaces of the 
city and its neighbourhoods. The streets, spaces and informal 
areas are the places where people meet, eat and work. As the 
population grows these will become even more important to the 
functioning of the city. Urban acupuncture projects that repair 
public spaces and provide for community facilities as well as 
necessary infrastructure, such as energy and hygienic water 
supplies, might better respect the organic growth of the city and 
local way of life, retaining the unique socio-economics at play.

During its short history, Addis Ababa has been subject to 

several grand plans, including those by 
Abercrombie and Le Corbusier. During 
the Italian occupation, some redevelop-
ment on the Italian city style took place, 
notably in the area known as Piazza. But 
ultimately, none of these plans were ever 
realised. The lack of implementation is 
perhaps part of what gives Addis Ababa its 
character. Unfairly, the Italians described 
the urban qualities as underdeveloped, 
chaotic and unplanned. But major change 
is now taking place and the city is at a 
crossroads, figuratively and literally. As 
new development takes place, as new 
housing models are delivered and new 
economic models take hold, the fabric 
of the city is changing quickly. If it can 
deliver growth and development that 
retains the intrinsic symbiotic relation-
ship characterising the mixed use nature 
of the city and its social networks, it could 
be a race well run.•

Jon Herbert, chartered planner and Associate 
Director, Tibbalds

Investment in new 
employment opportunities, 
better and more housing, 
and new infrastructure to 
help facilitate and support 
growth and development 
has been central to the 
drive to become a middle-
income country
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1 Freetown: King Tom 
Dumpsite

F reetown, Sierra Leone’s capital, is home to well over one 
million residents, a ten-fold increase since independence 
in 1961. During the 1990s, many fled towards the city as 

civil war engulfed the country. There they began to build on 
pockets of land previously unused for housing; the majority 
stayed. Freetown extended outwards to accommodate this influx 
and houses encroached further into the peninsular forest which 
sits amidst the mountains that give the country its name. At the 
same time the city centre became more densely populated and 
was increasingly overwhelmed by informal settlements. 

The initial urban plans for the city have failed to keep pace 
with its rapid growth. According to Dr Joe Doherty, a geographer 
at the University of St Andrews, ‘spontaneous expansion remains 
the order of the day. Everyone goes about putting structures 
virtually anywhere without proper coordination and planning’.

tHe Planning COnUnDrUM
The 2004 Local Government Act devolved 
some responsibility for urban planning to 
local authorities. In the case of Western 
Area Urban, one of Sierra Leone’s 14 dis-
tricts, this meant Freetown City Council 
(FCC). But inconsistencies in the institu-
tional mandates have proved problematic. 
Functions such as the processing and 
approval of building plans remained in 
the hands of the Ministry of Works, Hous-
ing and Infrastructure. A lack of cohesion 
between central government ministries 
and local councils has compromised 
implementation of the 2004 Local Gov-
ernment Act and the powers it devolved 
to local authorities. 

FCC also lacks the manpower, techni-
cal capacity and resources to design and 
implement an urban development plan. 
The EU-funded Freetown Development 
Plan (FDP) was an effort to build this 
capacity but the important work it accom-
plished in mapping out land use, identify-
ing hazard-prone zones and marking 
out slum areas – critical information for 
strategic decision-making and deciding 
on priorities for future development – has 
not been acted on. 

Within FCC there is a lack of under-
standing of the role they are expected to 
play in urban planning and, more gener-
ally, in supporting the effective manage-
ment of a city. Herein lies the double 
challenge facing not only Freetown but all 
other African cities: the need to address 
immediate urban management issues 
whilst also creating a long-term vision 
for the future of the city. This challenge is 
particularly acute in informal settlements.

liFe On tHe eDge
Sierra Leone’s coastal capital may be one 
of Africa’s more picturesque cities, but 
it is also one of its wettest. In September 
2015, flooding on an unprecedented scale 
killed at least seven people and rendered 
several thousand homeless. Deluges in the 
rainy season disproportionately impact 
on residents of Freetown’s 61 informal 
settlements, many of which are perched 
on the last vestiges of land before the sea. 

Kroo Bay, for example, which conserv-
ative estimates suggest is home to 6,000 
residents, has flooded every year since 
2008. Despite annual promises from 

Understanding Freetown’s 
Urban Development
Jamie Hitchen and Joseph Macarthy advocate a political 
commitment to planning and managing Sierra Leone’s capital city

1



tOPiC

Urban Design ― winter 2017 ― issUe 141

23

2 Freetown map 
showing areas for 
urban development 
(slums)

feasibility would rest on long-term com-
mitment, sizeable financial outlay and 
getting future residents on-board. 

Another interim solution would be 
to persuade residents of at risk informal 
settlements to relocate voluntarily. 
This would require genuine community 
consultations and cross-government 
dialogue. Western Area Rural District 
Council, which is responsible for manag-
ing the peninsula outside the city bound-
ary, does not collaborate very effectively 
with FCC. In view of the urbanisation 
pressures, the two councils need to work 
together on the regional development 
of Western Area as a whole in a process 
that should aspire to recreate what 
makes informal settlements appealing to 
residents in proposed relocation areas: 
proximity to employment, good trans-
port links, community support networks 
and affordability. If this does not happen, 
the pattern of residents returning to slum 
communities will continue, particularly 
as FCC has no plan for the alternative 
use of the land currently occupied by 
informal settlements.

Managing tHe City: COlleCting 
its waste
Better day-to-day urban management can 
also help to improve the lives of residents 
of informal settlements. Only 40 per cent 
of the waste generated in Freetown each 
day is collected. The build-up of waste, 
combined with insufficient drainage 
provisions in new infrastructure projects 
such as the refurbishment of Wilkinson 
Road, means that drains are perennially 
blocked. Responsibility for clearing the 

the government that action would be taken, little has been done 
to tackle the root causes of the problem. Planning approaches 
remain top down and where local community representatives 
are included in discussions, their concerns are given insufficient 
consideration. This has created an environment of mistrust.

a HOUsing Crisis 
Part of the Government of Sierra Leone’s response to 2015 floods 
was to forcibly evict a slum community in Crab Town to a site at 
Crossing Point village – 16 miles outside Freetown. However the 
chaotic process of forced removal meant that only 100 families 
were provided with dwellings. In fact, owing to the distance from 
central Freetown, where the majority worked in either the formal 
or informal sector, many residents subsequently relocated back 
to the site of their eviction. They have retained their homes at 
Crossing Point village but rent them out to supplement their 
income. The government’s approach was driven by short-term 
goals. It was not a response based on evidence; rather it had more 
to do with political point-scoring. It demonstrated a deep-seated 
failure to understand why many informal settlements exist where 
they do. 

Informal settlements may fall short when it comes to design, 
legal status and comfort but they generally tick many boxes 
that are critically important for inhabitants. In Freetown, the 
majority are well located in relation to economic and transport 
hubs, provide space for home-based economic activities, possess 
longstanding community support systems, and are affordable. 
Forced relocation – a daily threat facing residents – is therefore 
disruptive at many levels.

Community-led slum upgrading is an option in some informal 
settlements, but for those areas identified as being in hazard-
prone zones, alternative solutions are required. In short, Free-
town needs more houses: a recent estimate suggested a deficit 
of 166,000 houses, growing to 280,000 in the next 15 years; but 
the chronic shortage of land in Freetown makes the provision of 
affordable housing an almost impossible task. 

In the longer term, a commitment to address this underlying 
problem of insecure land tenure is required. A more immediate 
measure could be for the government to develop a strategy 
that promotes the building of multi-level housing, although its 
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Government recognition of the impor-
tance of urban planning for development 
is also key and could be demonstrated by 
a commitment to spend more on educat-
ing a future generation of Sierra Leonean 
planners. The country currently lacks an 
adequate number of qualified practition-
ers who understand the unique vagaries of 
the city’s history and culture. Efforts are 
underway to revive the discipline at Njala 
University’s Institute of Geography and 
Development Studies with the establish-
ment of an urban planning unit. 

Promises, plans and open dialogues 
can only go so far. If the government is to 
find a sustainable, equitable solution to 
some of its urban challenges it will need 
to present, and begin to act on, a vision 
for the city that residents can get behind, 
and in which they can see a place for 
themselves.•

Jamie Hitchen, policy researcher at Africa 
Research Institute 
Joseph Macarthy, lecturer at Njala University 
and Co-director of the Sierra Leone Urban 
Research Centre (SLURC)

drains is the subject of much political debate and little action.
During heavy downpours, blocked drains deposit huge 

volumes of debris, including medical and other unhygienic waste 
material, in the city’s coastal slums. Flooding brings not only the 
immediate risk of death and loss of property, but also heightened 
risk of disease. Life expectancy in Kroo Town is just 35: ten years 
below the national average. 

The inability to collect rubbish is just one dimension of Free-
town’s multi-faceted waste problem. The city’s two dumpsites, at 
Kissy and King Tom, are both at capacity and located in residen-
tial areas. Despite posing a public health risk and the FDP recom-
mending that the sites be closed in 2009, they remain open. 

Suleiman Parker, the environment and social officer at FCC, 
believes that a cost-effective solution would be to transform the 
existing dumps into sanitary landfill sites where ‘you can block 
off the land, level the garbage and create systems to separate the 
waste, recycling and generating biofuels from organic products’. 
This solution would emulate one adopted by Lagos, Nigeria 
where a landfill has worked despite its urban location. However, 
technical solutions often lose out to ones with greater political 
expediency in the management of Freetown.

a VisiOn FOr tHe FUtUre
In the short term, efforts to resolve political wrangling and 
ensure improved delivery of services to residents of the city 
should be the priority. Forced evictions from informal settle-
ments will only foster community resentment and make the 
long-term planning process more difficult.

Developing a strategic and implementable long-term plan 
and vision for the city, one which is appropriately financed and 
designed in consultation with residents of informal communi-
ties, is vital. This needs to be buttressed by better information 
about the physical and spatial dynamics, as well as the informal 
social, economic and political conditions, that impact on plan-
ning in informal settlements. 

Developing a strategic and 
implementable long-term 
plan and vision for the city, 
one which is appropriately 
financed and designed in 
consultation with residents 
of informal communities, is 
vital.

3 Freetown: 
demolished slum 
site at Aberdeen 
Creek. Photograph 
by Sulaiman Kamara, 
(SLURC)
4 Crossing Point 
Village
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Cairo: a global  
Modern Dream 
Omar Sherif describes how the marketing of Cairo’s  
gated communities has impoverished the city

1 Mountain View 
Advertisement (2014). 
Source: youtube.com

In 2014 the following advertisement was a regular feature on 
various Egyptian television channels: a young woman leaves 
her house in Cairo to go jogging. She is immediately sur-

rounded by young and middle-aged men who are ogling her and 
trying to talk to her. Frustrated, she decides to go back home. In 
the next scene, the same woman is jogging freely in the middle of 
leafy parks and luxurious houses with pitched roofs, which she 
has found in the gated paradise of Mountain View. 

This advertisement displays the stigmatisation of Cairo and 
the presentation of social ills as a characteristic of life in the 
city, juxtaposed with the gated community as a panacea. Such 
lifestyle visions are an effect of the dominant political economic 
arrangements in Egypt since 1991. Examining the production 
of space in such new developments unveils the ways in which 
urban planning serves globalised capital. First, using what Dovey 
(2009) calls ‘power practices of seduction’ in the built form, it 
promotes consumerism and luxury, and second, through ‘power 
practices of manipulation’, it stigmatises the old city. The effect is 
the flight of those who can afford it to these new developments, 

and the spatial segregation of classes, 
only reinforcing the stigmatisation of 
Cairo’s older districts. 

The analysis reveals that the leading 
figures responsible for this vision in con-
temporary Cairo are political elites, work-
ing alongside corporate fractions of the 
transnational capitalist class of Egyptian 
and Gulf-based investors. These actors 
have marketed high-end developments as 
the vision of modern living desirable to 
all, thus increasing their profits steadily. 

strUCtUral aDjUstMent anD 
gUlF CaPital
Since the mid-1970s, Egypt has followed 
a policy of economic liberalisation with 
strong political ties to the United States 
and Gulf monarchies. Wealthy private 
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developers were encouraged in the field of construction, while 
middle class Egyptians were also incentivised to work in the 
Gulf countries and to invest in properties on their return. These 
policies were intensified with the acceptance of an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) loan in 1991, conditioned on imple-
mentation of neo-liberal structural adjustments, most notably 
privatisation. The outcome was crony capitalism, since the 
Egyptian regime contained networks of privilege that used rapid 
legislation to share among themselves the opportunity to buy off 
public companies and land.

An important feature of this shift was the internationalisa-
tion of capital especially through Gulf investment in Egyptian 
construction projects. Analysis of patterns of ownership shows 
this capital is present in two different forms in Egypt’s real-
estate market today:• Gulf-owned conglomerates such as UAE Emar, Qatari Diar 
and the Saudi Bin Laden Group. The scale of Gulf investment in 
Egypt in 2007 was 90 per cent of the land that was up for sale in 
auctions that year• Gulf capital presence through existing Egyptian real-estate 
firms such as Talaat Mostafa Group (TMG), Sixth of October 
Development and Investment Company (SODIC), and New Giza.

These investors were able to make extremely high profits as a 
result of legislative amendments and the lack of regulation in 
Egypt. The economic boom in Egypt became a construction 
boom described locally as ‘an urban revolution’. The vast urban 
expansion was mostly dedicated to the upper-class elite seg-
ments of Cairene society through private gated communities, 
shopping malls and luxury resorts. The initial success of these 
developments led to the further promotion of consumerism and 
luxury as the standards of modern living.

DreaMlanDs in tHe Desert
The first spatial manifestation of this 
economic change appeared in the 6th of 
October desert, west of Cairo, namely 
the gated community Dreamland. Its 
large plot of land, 840 hectares, over 
half the size of the London Borough of 
Islington, was sold to Egyptian tycoon 
Ahmed Bahgat in 1991 for only 90,000 
Egyptian pounds (almost U$1,500). A 
huge advertisement campaign promoted 
Dreamland as the first smart city, with 
fibre-optic-wired villas scattered around 
a large golf course and polo grounds. 

Dreamland shifted the whole 
real-estate market in Egypt, setting an 
example that many then followed. It was 
the first to clearly promote a vision of 
modernity based on suburban life in the 
United States, with an influence from the 
Gulf oil monarchies’ taste for how to live 
luxuriously. Similar projects followed 
in the deserts around Cairo, causing the 
area of Greater Cairo to double. These 
were advertised for expatriates from 
the Gulf countries alongside wealthy 
Egyptians. 

In the late 1990s, a second gen-
eration of gated communities began to 
target more than just the hyper-rich, 
appealing to various sectors of the 
middle and upper-middle classes. Their 
main marketing strategies were based on 
exploiting the stigmatisation of Cairo’s 
streets in the media and manipulating 
social ills like harassment, road rage and 
security threats to promote exclusivity 
in retreat from the city. 

This ideal of social exclusivity had a 
major effect on the migration of urban 
elites, after the phenomenon became 
accepted and indeed sought after in the 
Egyptian real-estate market. Security 
priorities were reversed to favour the 
suburban desert colonies as defensive 
bastions against the ‘lost’ metropolis.

A few years after these second gen-
eration communities flourished, a third 
generation appeared, encompassing 
larger scales of land, self-contained ser-
vices and facilities. This trend was first 
marked by the flourishing of Al-Rehab 
city. Several other city-scale compounds 
followed, most notably Beverly Hills, 
Madinaty (My City), and New Giza. 

new giza 
One of the latest and most extravagant 
examples of third generation com-
pounds is New Giza. Located on the 
outskirts of the Giza governorate, New 
Giza was designed over a 150-hectare 
old quarry site. 

The compound aims to embody 
the values of exclusivity and luxury on 
an unprecedented scale, and may be 
accurately described as a satellite city. 
New Giza pledges to fulfil the Cairene’s 
aspiration to flee the metropolis. Exclu-
sivity is visible firstly in the choice of 

2 New Giza Master 
Plan 
Source: NewGiza.com
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3 Dreamland gated 
community: golf 
course. Photograph by 
Hani Thomas 
Dreamland residential 
units with swimming 
pool. Photograph by 
Hani Thomas 
Satellite image of 
Dreamland. Source: 
Google earth
Residential units and 
gardens in New Giza. 
Photograph by Hani 
Thomas

location far from Cairo. New Giza’s design imposes a car-based 
lifestyle, needed both to reach the compound and to move 
within it. Furthermore, the neighbourhoods’ names are all in 
English, catering to an educated elite. Finally, the ‘modern’ 
style of these units guarantees exclusivity among its residents, 
by filtering out lower classes of buyers who are not attracted to 
these aesthetics.

Symbols of a luxurious lifestyle such as a high-end shopping 
mall, luxury villas, and the golf course are meant to signify the 
wealth and sophistication of its residents. Moreover, private 
facilities are provided, all characterised by some kind of inter-
national brand or association, whether New Giza University, 
co-managed by University College London, the world-class 
medical complex, or the sports club which hosts the Real 
Madrid training academy.

The vision of modern lifestyles in compounds like New Giza 
is defined through the ‘otherisation’ of old Cairo and promotes 
the class segregation of the city’s inhabitants. Power practices of 
manipulation, mediated through exclusivity and segregation, as 
well as power practices of seduction, mediated through luxury 
and consumption, are seen in the residents’ praise for the 
degree of class differentiation achieved by living in New Giza. 

CairO: a qUarter CentUry OF neOliberal 
aDjUstMents
Almost a quarter of a century since the 1991 IMF loan, the 
effect of the imposed neo-liberal policies on the process of 
urbanisation is clear. The patterns of the proliferation of the 
gated communities show the ferocious increase in private real 
estate interests, as whole cities are being privately built and 
managed. This can only contribute to the ‘quartering’ of Cairo, 
and the increased segregation of its wealthiest classes from all 
the rest. Among the latter, their workplaces, their children’s 
schools, universities, health and social facilities are also moving 
out of the city. This means that Cairo is being impoverished of 
its landmarks, educated class and amenities. 

A more sustainable and socially equitable policy would 
involve the curbing of the construction of such luxury enclaves 

in the desert, taking a stance against the 
class segregation and urban impoverish-
ment they cause. Meanwhile the principle 
of urban expansion in the desert could 
be successfully implemented, if this were 
socially inclusive, and coupled with regen-
eration of the districts of old Cairo.•

Omar Sherif, a London based architect with 
research interests in vernacular architecture 
and spatial political economy, and masters 
degrees from Oxford Brookes University and 
UCL. 

This ideal of social exclusivity 
had a major effect on the 
migration of urban elites, after 
the phenomenon became 
accepted and indeed sought 
after in the Egyptian real-estate 
market
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1 Kumasi: Street trade

In the Ghanaian cities of Kumasi and Accra, a perpetual ten-
sion exists between the city’s street vendors and hawkers 
who sell for a living on the city’s sidewalks and pavement and 

the city governments seeking to limit and clear their activities. 
These tensions are especially apparent in the central busi-
ness districts (CBD), where enterprise, industry and markets 
converge, creating major hubs that attract the majority of daily 
traffic and, city governments believe, street vending exacerbates 
the congestion. In the past, through ‘decongestion exercises’, 
the government purged street traders from their selling spaces. 
Now, a new vision for modern markets seeks to redefine the 
operations for urban commerce. 75 per cent of Kumasi’s labour 
force and 73 per cent of Accra’s are employed in the informal 
economy, not regulated or protected by the state. Street trading 
is a subset of informal work involving retail activities and work-
ing on the street or pavement at fixed or non-fixed locations. In 
Accra, Kumasi and other urban areas, street trading accounts for 
14 per cent of all urban informal non-agricultural work. 

In Ghana, buying and selling goods in public spaces and open 
areas has been a ubiquitous form of commerce for centuries. 
In streets, markets, open-air hubs of trade, and increasingly 

relocated into multi-story structures, 
Ghana’s urban markets have always been 
commercial nerve centres – a legacy 
that has continued as communities and 
empires evolved into human settlements 
and cities. Street trading has evolved as 
well, distinct from public markets in its 
spread along urban streets and major 
thoroughfares, in ‘natural markets’ (com-
merce sites with high pedestrian flows 
and vehicle traffic, where vendors’ supply 
meets consumers’ demand for goods 
and services). Even planned residential 
neighbourhoods are slowly transformed 
into informal mixed use zones as vendors 
and property owners negotiate setting up 
small stores just in front of housing gates. 
Others set up more mobile structures, 
such as wooden kiosks and table-tops. 
Street hawkers, the most mobile, venture 
into the street itself, setting up temporary 

Competing Visions of 
Modernity in Urban ghana 
Victoria Okoye offers alternative ways to achieve inclusion in 
Ghanaian urban areas
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Accra: 
2 Modern market 
structure under 
construction
3 Street trader and 
customer
4 Street trade at the 
sidewalk
All images Victoria 
Okoye

With these issues in mind, the 
metropolitan government of both Accra 
and Kumasi have set their visions on 
modern markets, large-scale structures 
with water, sanitation, lighting and other 
services, to provide commercial space for 
hundreds or even thousands of vendors 
in a single, multi-storey location. These 
developments, implemented through 
public-private partnership aim to (again) 
revolutionise market trading in Ghana’s 
cities, concentrating numerous traders in 
a single commercial location, and remov-
ing them from the streets, sidewalks and 
open areas where they have continued 
to seek to provide accessible goods and 
services. These plans also repeat the 
fundamental error of using spatial form to 

shops on the sidewalks of major intersections and mingling 
with cars to peddle their goods, taking advantage of stationary 
traffic at red lights and the slow speed periods of rush hour.

Traditionally, public spaces were multifunctional places 
integrating community life with everyday local trading and 
other activities. Public spaces served a critical unifying purpose: 
they were cultural, social, religious, commercial spaces, all 
reinforcing community building, heritage and identity. For 
example, the royal plazas and market centres of Kumasi in the 
Ashanti Kingdom, served celebrational, political and economic 
functions, with traditional rulers as custodians of these spaces. 

COlOnial anD MODern Planning iMPaCts
Focused on public health and sanitation, the introduction of 
colonial town planning established city government initiatives 
to regulate trading, approached traders’ activities from legal 
and/or infrastructural perspectives, and effectively created the 
distinction between formal and informal econmies. Regula-
tions for street trading came in the form of the construction 
of single-use, registered market facilities on fixed premises, 
operational regulations and the vendors’ payment of tolls. In 
seeking to transplant European design and organisation, town 
planning disrupted conventional physical and social dynamics, 
design and order. Although customarily traditional leaders 
were guardians of traditional markets, town planning divested 
these leaders’ authority and domain as market authorities, 
even when towns developed on top of or adjacent to indigenous 
settlements.

Kumasi Central Market was first constructed in the early 
1920s as a series of covered sheds in an attempt to organise 
local trading activities in the downtown area. Street vendors 
were to rent stalls in this and other government recognised 
markets, rather than operate from open spaces or self-deter-
mined locations; their tolls also substantially contributed to the 
city’s income. By specifying where and how trading could take 
place with government authorisation, the colonial government 
narrowed a traditionally open and inclusive economic activity 
and livelihood. Customarily vending in public spaces was part 
of community culture, but in the colonial town (and today in the 
modernising or millennial African city), authorities view street 
vendors’ activities as contributing to undue congestion and food 
hawkers as injurious to public health, and seek to limit their 
numbers and institute license fees. The tension continues today. 

Urban DisCOnneCts
Within a century, commercial vending in public spaces has 
evolved from an economic right grounded in culture and 
heritage, to a local discourse focused on encroachment and 
appropriation. At the same time, the growth in size and patron-
age of market and street trade without adequate investment 
in transport, commercial infrastructure, services and overall 
planning, has resulted in more than increasing congestion. This 
is due to oversubscribed and under-resourced market spaces, 
infrequent sidewalks, coupled with deteriorating infrastruc-
ture, poor sanitation and drainage. The planning emphasis on 
single-use zoning, compounded by low-density development 
and urban sprawl have forced people into cars and other motor-
ised transport to meet their daily needs, putting more people on 
the road and increasing road traffic congestion.

In public markets, vulnerability to disasters such as fires and 
flooding has also increased. In January and March 2016, fires 
at Kumasi Central Market destroyed more than 200 shops and 
large amounts of vendors’ stock. In May 2013 in Kantamanto 
Market, part of the network of markets in Accra’s CBD, fire 
destroyed more than 800 shops. Through by-laws, the Accra 
Metropolitan Assembly outlawed and sought to evict vendors 
from streets; in October 2015, the city mayor used painted red 
lines and an armed taskforce to limit vendors’ appropriation 
of the sidewalks. The fires, floods, congestion and evictions 
present a persistent planning and design challenge. 

2
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5 Kumasi: 3D model 
of Kumasi market 
redevelopment

in Kumasi Market, customers rarely 
patronise commerce at the upper levels; 
instead, the highest traffic commerce is 
at the ground level. In Kumasi Market, 
surveys of petty traders and market ven-
dors yielded the following design ideals: 
multi-level structures should incorporate 
market trade at the ground floor and at 
the sidewalk, with upper floors used for 
non-commercial activities. Street-level 
trade should be located near transport 
hubs, near bus stations and terminals.• Frame urban development in citizen-
centred narratives of how the city can 
serve and be used by its citizens. While 
the city government designs streets 
with transport flows in mind, citizens 
use public spaces multi-functionally, for 
transport as well as commercial, social, 
cultural, political, artistic and other 
community-creating activities. Citizens 
walk along sidewalks (when they exist) 
and cycle along with cars on streets. They 
sit or stand at bus stops as they wait for 
the next tro tro heading in the direction 
of their destination. They also purchase 
goods from vendors on their route. 
Streets and sidewalks must incorporate 
this range of activities, as safe and open 
spaces for walking, standing, looking, 
waiting, sitting, cycling, socialising, buy-
ing and selling. Complete streets would 
mean roads and sidewalks equipped with 
supporting infrastructure to support this 
multi-functionality: commercial vending 
infrastructure, clearly marked bus stops, 
seating and shade, trees, lighting and rub-
bish bins, bicycle lanes and clear and safe 
pedestrian crosswalks for connectivity.• Ground urban design and plans in local 
context, culture, and existing dynamics of 
street commerce.

Part of the city’s past and present per-
sonality is the unique mix of accessible 
commercial trade at key public spaces 
and only footsteps away from commuters’ 
daily paths. Street vending also gives each 
part of the city a sense of place. Exploring 
ways to tap into these cultural design 
ideas, perhaps by planning and building 
small-scale markets at the neighbourhood 
level, rather than immense structures in 
the CBD, is one strategy to alleviate traffic 
and encourage urban local economic 
development. Grounding design in the 
needs, priorities and functions of all, not 
just top-down visions for a modern city, 
is essential for planning, designing and 
building an inclusive and vibrant city.•

Victoria Okoye, urban advocacy specialist with 
Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing 
and Organizing, and an urban researcher and 
planner based in Accra, Ghana 

control function, rather than designing for the efficient function 
of the city and its agents, in line with their needs and priorities. 

new POssibilities
Street vendors are an integral part of the character of Ghanaian 
cities, and have persistently subverted government attempts 
to use urban design as a tool to control how urban dwellers use 
and interact with urban space. Street vending, grounded in the 
principle of multi-functionality of public space, has provided 
essential access to commerce and goods. In Western contexts, 
where the principles of single-use zoning have been tried (and 
failed), conventional urban planning and design embraces 
mixed use zoning as a tool to facilitate walkable and accessible 
cities: neighbourhood commercial zoning puts convenience 
stores in residential areas; street residential/commercial zoning 
puts ground-level commercial units in multi-storey residential 
buildings; live/work spaces allow residents to operate small 
businesses on the ground floor of their homes. Local planning 
in urban Ghana must likewise evolve inclusively; this land use 
planning pattern can facilitate compact urban development, 
open streets with sidewalks, and strong urban transport systems 
to improve efficiency, reduce traffic congestion and transport 
costs, and to encourage more active and walkable streetscapes. 
In addition, an equitable street design approach would balance 
the need for vendors to access public spaces and earn their liveli-
hoods, consumers’ needs for convenient goods and services, and 
city government planning for an organised, flowing network of 
streets and public spaces that support the social, cultural and 
economic life of its citizens. The following are key principles to 
support and inclusively plan for street-based design:• Recognise street vendors’ natural markets as a bottom-up 
tendency toward mixed use development that can inform city 
plans. City planning still largely reflects low density, single-use 
development patterns, hindering pedestrian accessibility in the 
city and encouraging reliance on cars and other vehicular modes 
of transit. The planned modern markets in both cities is in line 
with this: large-scale, commercial structures separated from 
other uses in the city. Street vendors and hawkers’ commercial 
activities enable a mix of uses with commercial activity at the 
street level. • Incorporate traders’ experience and observations on market 
dynamics to inform design: market design should reflect 
customer and trader priorities, incorporating street and ground-
floor level trading with commerce situated near transport hubs. 
Even in the existing multi-level commercial shopping centres 
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This article describes studies carried out in two towns, 
Abyei and Kurmuk, on the border between Sudan and the 
now-independent South Sudan. Both towns have been sig-

nificantly affected, albeit in different ways, by the long-running 
political and military struggles between these two countries, 
which have continued even beyond the 2011 independence refer-
endum vote by South Sudan. 

The first aim of this article is to describe the broad range of 
interventions required to stimulate post-conflict reconstruction. 
Similar conflicts and resulting social and physical disorder are 
sadly all too common throughout Africa. So what these two 
examples tell us can provide broader lessons for other towns 
experiencing similar conditions. 

The second is to highlight the planning method: the rapid 
appraisal of problems, needs and potential, so as to formulate a 
prioritised programme of targeted development initiatives for 
short-term action, the Action Plan, to help local administrations 
restore and upgrade urban functions. The aim of the Action Plan 
was to create conditions in each town that would encourage dis-
placed households to return, and provide an effective platform to 
re-establish viable social and economic livelihoods, and so revive 
the town as a whole.

aPPrOaCH
The key to this approach is working through the planning process 
at speed, from initial observation through to implementation 
mechanisms. In many cases this is predicated by the need for 
urgent action; but speed brings its own value by sharpening the 
focus on critical issues and practical interventions, while avoiding 
getting bogged down in detail and losing sight of the wood for the 
trees; each study was completed in under four weeks.

These techniques have evolved 
since the 1970s, principally driven by 
international funding agencies (notably 
the World Bank), NGOs and enlightened 
consultants, and underpinned by the 
seminal writings of people such as 
Charles Abrams and Otto Koenigsberger 
who, over 60 years ago, challenged the 
relevance of conventional practice and 
provided a new perspective on urban 
planning and development.

A significant if unintended 
consequence has been the effective 
marginalisation of conventional town 
planning departments and professional 
bodies in many countries. Laborious 
formal planning techniques, notably the 
conventional master plan, proved inef-
fective in dealing with the forces of rapid 
urbanisation, largely driven by informal 
social and commercial pressures which 
do not respond comfortably to formal 
planning mechanisms. Both the formal 
education and resulting practice have 
been shown to be inappropriate to the 
task at hand. 

So, effective power and responsibil-
ity has transferred progressively into the 
hands of those managing development 
programmes and projects that target 
people’s real needs and aspirations. The 
cry of many of those managers was: ‘Who 
needs town planning or town planners?’

tHe twO tOwns: abyei anD 
kUrMUk
The Abyei Area has been subject to 
competing claims for more than a 
century from the agro-pastoralist Ngok 
Dinka and the nomadic Messeriya tribes 
coming from the north. Their disputes 
have recently become amplified by the 
separation of the two countries, and by 
the proximity of significant oil reserves, 
which are of immense strategic impor-
tance to both countries. The status of the 
Abyei Area – and specifically its formal 
incorporation into the territory of South 
Sudan – remains unresolved, pending 
permanent agreement: the South Sudan 
government wishes to incorporate it into 
South Sudan, a move firmly resisted by 
the government of Sudan. Abyei Town 
was severely affected by armed conflict 
in 2008, which resulted in the displace-
ment of most of the estimated 30,000 
population, and the destruction of 

Planning Post-Conflict 
Urban reconstruction 
Tom Carter describes an action-planning approach to deal 
with areas affected by conflict

1 Kurmuk – 
rehabilitation works 
address degraded 
urban environment 
resulting from a lack of 
investment
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2 Kurmuk expansion 
area plan using 
modular development 
pattern of 25ha blocks
3 Typical components 
for community-based 
upgrading of degraded 
residential areas

numerous public buildings, public utilities and most residential 
dwellings. 

Kurmuk effectively ended up on the wrong side of the border: 
located at the far southern end of the Blue Nile Province of Sudan 
on the Ethiopian border, its people have stronger ethnic links 
with the people to the south, now in the independent South 
Sudan. While the town of 12,000 population experienced less 
physical destruction and social displacement than Abyei, it was 
largely ignored by the distant provincial administration due to 
its remote location and ethnic factors. As a consequence, local 
services and public utilities were seriously degraded and in need 
of major rehabilitation.

OUtline DeVelOPMent Plan
Both studies started with an outline development plan, based on 
appraisal of the pattern of existing development and the demand 
for expansion, to provide a viable framework to guide future 
development. 

In Abyei, the local administration resolved to implement a 
1997 Masterplan, a rigid grid layout of mostly square housing 
plots superimposed over the existing town layout, with no obvi-
ous reference to existing development or landform – a tabula 
rasa approach typical of Sudanese practice. It ignored natural 
features, spreading into low-lying areas prone to seasonal flood-
ing, and also crossed expensive new roads and public buildings. 
It equated upgrading with clearance, assuming it was necessary 
to clear existing development and start from scratch. 

A new development plan was prepared to restore the pre-
conflict population of 30,000, and accommodate growth to a 
notional 60,000. Demarcation of plots in the central section of 

the 1997 Masterplan had already started, 
so the new plan incorporated the section 
under demarcation, with boundaries 
modified to reflect existing features 
(flood-prone areas, roads etc.); it also 
identified ‘consolidated areas’ (existing 
laid-out areas requiring upgrading) and 
new development areas to accommodate 
population growth.

In Kurmuk, the local administration 
had identified a 225ha site to the south-
west of the town for expansion. However 
detailed inspection revealed that this 
low-lying land was poorly drained and 
contained black cotton soils, which offer 
unstable ground conditions due to exag-
gerated seasonal expansion/contraction. 
The local administration therefore agreed 
to focus expansion on the western cor-
ridor, which offered firm sandy clay soils 
and better road access. 

The new outline development plan 
adopted a modular approach, with a 
series of 25ha blocks conceived as inte-
grated neighbourhoods of 250 plots plus 
local facilities, to be developed incremen-
tally in line with demand and available 
resources. 

analysis OF COMPOnents
The next stage was the detailed analysis 
of components identified in consultation 
with the local administrations as priori-
ties for action to promote sustainable 
reconstruction. The range of components 
reflected the development concerns 
and needs of the towns themselves, by 
representing the interests of the local 
administration and current residents, 
as well as, insofar as possible, potential 
returnees.

These included: • Water supply: identification of safe and 
reliable sources, plus effective distribu-
tion networks and delivery mechanisms• Sanitation: promotion of appropriate 
low-cost systems (typically septic tanks 
for institutional/commercial uses; pit 
latrines for domestic use), with the provi-
sion of managed communal facilities for 
those without access to a home facility• Settlement upgrading: encouragement 
of the community-based upgrading of 
formal and informal settlements through 
investment in basic infrastructure and 
granting security of tenure• Roads & drainage: definition of a hier-
archical road network, with appropriately 
sized reserves, combined with effective 
low-cost drainage• Solid waste management: establish-
ment of a collection/disposal chain 
from source to disposal site, to combat 
the health hazard caused by insanitary 
unregulated disposal• Power supply: restoration of a reliable 
24/7 supply to serve domestic, institu-
tional and commercial consumers and 
street lighting

2
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4-5 Abyel – essential 
life goes on amid 
post-conflict 
devastation and 
significant population 
displacement
6 Abyel development 
plan 2010 
incorporating urban 
form, upgrading the 
existing settlement and 
allowing for expansion

significant improvement to the urban 
environment, while promoting good 
urban management practice.

POstsCriPt
It would be good to report that these 
studies were fully embraced by the local 
administrations and that many of the 
proposed short-term actions were imple-
mented; but sadly this was not the case. 
In Abyei, local politics trumped the tech-
nical case, and local leaders were more 
interested in pursuing their own agendas, 
including forging ahead with the entire 
1997 masterplan regardless of its evident 
deficiencies, and pursuing over-ambitious 
plans for a new university, rather than 
addressing the basic needs of desper-
ate urban households. In contrast, the 
Kurmuk administration was enthusiastic 
about the Action Plan and was impres-
sively open to changing old policies where 
they saw that better outcomes could be 
achieved. 

But in both cases, the on-going 
political and military conflict has been the 
overwhelming obstruction to progressive 
development, by draining government 
resources and constraining positive 
intervention by local and international 
agencies.•

Tom Carter, independent urban management 
consultant with extensive recent African 
experience

• Hospital: urgent upgrading of hospital facilities, given the 
paucity of local medical services, with special attention to the 
disposal of contaminated waste• Land management: security of tenure is a crucial factor for 
encouraging households to invest in their properties. But this 
is complicated in the post-conflict environment by competing 
claims on plot occupation following displacement, emphasising 
the need for equitable plot allocation procedures, and keeping 
comprehensive records of transactions.

aCtiOn Plan
The Action Plan summarised the analyses and recommendations 
for intervention based on a sober assessment of potential and 
feasibility. A four-column table format listed the component 
name, policy approach, action programme and next steps. These 
highlighted the critical interplay between the many factors 
involved in post-conflict rehabilitation. 

Central to this approach is the view that for a development 
plan to be truly effective, it must comprise three elements: • The WHAT element: the long-term vision for future develop-
ment, typically presented as a map showing the future spatial 
arrangement of land uses and main infrastructure networks. • The WHEN element: the phasing of development, showing the 
sequencing of incremental interventions over the plan period.• The HOW element: the implementation mechanisms, related 
to available resources and the competence of different agencies.

The Action Plan embraces this approach, by focusing on short-
term interventions and the identification of potential imple-
menting agencies. 

Action Plans were distributed to agencies engaged in local 
reconstruction and rehabilitation: UN agencies (UNDP, UNICEF, 
WHO etc.), national and international NGOs, and bi-lateral 
agencies (USAID, UK DFID, Norway, Netherlands etc.). They 
were warmly received, seen as technically robust checklists of 
relatively low-cost, short-term interventions that would deliver 
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densities. Despite rural-urban migration 
and rapid urbanisation, the rural popula-
tion is still growing putting ever more 
pressure on the land. Rural areas are very 
densely settled and concentrated in linear 
development along the river valleys, 
confined to a thin corridor of plots either 
side of the road.

Nearly half of Rwanda’s currently 
small urban population live in the capital, 
Kigali, a level of primacy that is not unu-
sual in developing countries at the early 
stage of their urban transition. Kigali - as 
the seat of Rwanda’s government over 
which the president of 16 years Paul 
Kagame holds tight reigns of power - is a 
relatively well-managed city, although the 
contrast between the elite areas of town 
and the wider informally-developed parts, 
where the two thirds of the population 
live, remains stark. However, a growing 
majority of the urban population live in 
much smaller towns and cities, where 
infrastructure is much more deficient and 

Rwanda was in the news recently as the country hosting 
the significant international agreement on phasing out 
hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) greenhouse gases. This small 

East African nation aims to be seen to be punching above its 
weight on the global stage. Still heavily dependent on aid since 
the donor community stepped in to support its recovery follow-
ing the devastating genocidal civil war more than 20 years ago, 
it has become a focus of attention as a showcase for successful 
international assistance in achieving sustainable development. 

The country has made strides in meeting its economic, 
environmental, human and social challenges. Its economic 
growth rate over the two decades has been among the highest in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. However, it needs to consolidate these gains 
and continue to pursue rapid economic growth to reduce aid 
dependence and maintain its sustainable trajectory. Continuing 
weak infrastructure, the lack of access to electricity and limited 
generation capacity are a major concern. The urban population 
is growing at a rate of 4.5 per cent per annum, more than double 
the worldwide average, creating severe housing challenges for its 
predominately low-income population.

A small, mountainous, landlocked country, Rwanda’s popula-
tion is around 12 million people, with some 18 per cent living in 
urban areas. Rwanda is not nearly urban enough with most of 
the population still living in poor rural areas at extremely high 

1 The Kigali transect 
(OZ Architects)

rwanda – targeting 
green growth and 
green Urbanisation
Tony Lloyd Jones describes how this rapidly urbanising 
country is committed to sustainable development

1
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Consultants IMC worldwide with 

the Max Lock Centre at the University of 
Westminster, Economic Consulting Asso-
ciates, Atkins and local partners, worked 
on the first phase of this programme in 
2014 completing a baseline and situation 
report on six secondary cities, and a 
Green City Framework and Guidelines 
to channel Rwanda’s future green urban 
development path. In the subsequent 
phases GGGI is working on a National 
Roadmap for implementing these ideas. 

Much of the focus of this study was on 
local and regional development strategies 
and on the development of appropriate 
institutions and governance frameworks 
including, for example, mechanisms for 
governance and planning at the metro-
politan scale to address the problems of 
unregulated development on the urban 
periphery. 

The key output, The Green City Guide-
lines and Framework set out a series of 
visions, objectives and guidelines under 
the pillars of city governance, integrated 
urban planning and local green economy 
and technology, with the intention of 
delivering ‘inclusive low carbon and 
climate resilient urban development’. 
Scenario-based development trajectories 
based on an extensive situational baseline 
study provide the framework for a 
roadmap to achieving Rwanda’s green city 
vision by 2050, in line with the National 
Climate Change Strategy.

tHe VisiOn FOr rwanDa’s green 
seCOnDary Cities
The vision developed by the team 
for Rwanda’s Green Secondary Cities 
included objectives and guidelines cover-
ing a green circular economy – net zero 
carbon and zero waste, full, high quality 
employment sustainable water, material 
and energy use and secure and resilient 
local crop production and food supply. 
This would be built on investment in 
integrated, sustainable infrastructure 
(transportation, power, communications, 
water, drainage and sanitation) at the city 
and city-regional scale. It would be deliv-
ered with a framework of well-resourced 
democratic institutions, policies and 
regulations involving the engagement of 
civic organisations in the public life and 
governance of the city and its surround-
ing hinterland, ensuring access for all to 
high quality public services.

The cities would be ‘future-proofed’ 
through good environmental planning 
and management to preserve natural 
capital and reduce environmental 
impacts. In urban planning and design 
terms cities are envisaged as compact 
continuous grids enabling appropriate 
density levels and a mix of uses, and 
transit-oriented development with high 
levels of access for citizens supported by 
integrated public transport services and 
a strong, well-managed public realm of 

which display nothing like the level of development found in the 
capital.

As a result of successful birth control measures and improved 
education for girls, fertility rates in Rwanda continue to fall, with 
urbanisation helping, as rates are much lower in urban areas. 
However this is balanced by growing life expectancy and, follow-
ing the catastrophic population decline in the 1990s, the growth 
rate is almost back to its long-term average of around 3 per cent 
per year (doubling every 18 to 19 years). 

Under the present government, and with international 
development assistance and alongside positive social poli-
cies, there have been successful environmental programmes 
– re-forestation, nature conservation, better farm management 
and improved agricultural productivity, and the resettlement of 
the rural population into planned villages, imudugudu – that are 
helping to mitigate the worst rural land pressures. 

In his 2005 book, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or 
Succeed, Jared Diamond noted that the genocide that occurred in 
Rwanda in the 1990s was, in part, a consequence of Malthusian 
population pressures, a case of population growth outpacing the 
capacity of the land to support it. Rural population growth and 
increasing weather uncertainties due to climate change, this sug-
gests, continue to threaten a future re-run of past catastrophes. 
Sustainable land use is the immediate concern, with demands on 
natural capital from farming and the use of wood for fuel likely to 
intensify. 

It is against this backdrop that the Government of Rwanda 
is pursuing an aggressively pro-urbanisation policy. It has set a 
national development target (almost certainly unrealisable) of 35 
per cent urbanisation by 2020. Rapid urbanisation and continu-
ing economic diversification away from agriculture are key to 
Rwanda’s economic transformation. 

At the same time, although having one of the smallest carbon 
footprints of any country in the world, it has embraced a path 
of future sustainable development. In such a poor country with 
an average annual per capita income of under $700, economic 
development remains the number one priority. In this context, 
the concept of ‘green growth’ makes sense. The Korea-based 
Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) has been collaborating 
with the government of Rwanda’s Ministry of Infrastructure 
on national urban policy for ‘transforming cities into loci of 
inclusive, sustainable green growth’. Given the strong economic 
dominance and attraction of Kigali, and with the aim of achiev-
ing more balanced urban population growth, recent focus has 
been on the under-developed secondary cities.

2 Rwanda – population 
density, Kigali and the 
secondary cities:
1 Rusizi
2 Rubavu
3 Musanze
4 Nyagatare
5 Kigali City
6  Muhanga
7 Huye

 1

2

3

6

7

5
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3 Kigali City Centre 
Vision (OZ Architects)

lessOns FOr rwanDa’s 
seCOnDary Cities
There is an urgent need to develop Rwan-
dan secondary cities in order to contain 
the population growth of the country. 
Developing green growth strategies for 
these will require them to choose a path 
that develops existing economic oppor-
tunities as sustainably as practicable, 
whilst establishing new opportunities 
(both technologically and in terms of 
employment) that fit within the green city 
framework.

Where relevant, the sustainable 
urbanism principles promoted in Kigali 
have also been adopted. One of these is 
the ‘Kigali transect’, a planning tool used 
to address aspects of urbanisation such 
as infrastructure, building, transport 
network, land uses, density in response to 
topography and land use classification.

The transect challenges current pat-
terns of urbanisation in Kigali. The den-
sity of development decreases away from 
the urban centre at the top of the slope 
with high densities of walkable mixed use 
development, and a transition from urban 
to rural land uses at the base. Wetlands in 
the valleys are a buffer between natural 
areas and a critical component of the 
urban infrastructure. This model is rel-
evant not only for the future development 
of Kigali but for those secondary cities 
that share a similar hilly topography.

Rwanda is highly constrained by the 
availability of easily developed land for 
urban development. Long term planned 
urban development in the secondary 
cities is essential for the country to reduce 
the pressure on land. Moreover, where 
hilly topographies limit the opportunities 
for urban development, it is all the more 
important that the development that 
takes place is well planned, compact and 
land use efficient.•

Tony Lloyd Jones, Reader in International 
Planning and Sustainable Development 
Development at the University of Westminster, 
active in African urban research for many 
years.

streets and public spaces. Citizens would have access to good 
quality, sustainably built and affordable housing in well-planned 
neighbourhoods enabling strong social networks.

These principles, of course, would not be out of place 
anywhere in the world, reflecting international best practice 
in sustainable urban planning, design and development. The 
key challenge for Rwanda is that it is starting from a low level 
of industrial development and and a still growing subsistence 
farming-dependent rural population. Developing an institutional 
framework for effective governance, service delivery and the 
professional capacity to deliver it are the main priorities in 
achieving these aims. 

Rwanda, in common with most of Sub-Saharan Africa, 
suffers from a dearth of professionally trained urban planners. 
Typically, African cities have less than 5 per cent of the capacity 
of their developed world counterparts, so minimal capability to 
control development, develop local policies or implement the 
strategies necessary to achieve sustainable development. The 
head of Kigali City Planning Department has state-of-the-art 
plans and planning tools but lacks human resources. In the sec-
ondary cities, there is only skeletal staff, occasionally augmented 
by planners from the Ministry.

kigali City Planning
Drawing on international assistance, Rwanda is developing 
its national urban policy and legislative framework. With 
urbanisation in its early phases though, urban planning has had 
little time to get to grips with the issues. However, much effort 
has gone into producing urban plans and tools for its capital, 
Kigali. The award-winning Kigali Conceptual Master Plan of 
2007 provides a long-term vision for the city and defines its 
basic sustainable development principles. In October 2011, the 
Singapore-based Surbana International Consultants won the 
tender for the City of Kigali Master Plan. 

This plan, which has also gained awards, sets out broad land 
uses, zoning and implementation strategies. It aims at a revi-
talisation of the existing urban areas, transit oriented growth, 
greater focus on affordable housing development in the subur-
ban areas and the implementation of a green network system.

It also established a GIS database that includes proposed 
land use and development control information for the entire city. 
As a result, the city has one of the most sophisticated, publicly-
accessible web-based mapping tool for information on land 
development of any Sub-Saharan African city.

These plans avoid the worst of grandiose modernist planning 
visions that have been inflicted on many African cities. However, 
full implementation of such ambitious plans is likely to remain 
beyond the financial and human resource capacity of even the 
capital city of such a poor developing country. It is to be hoped 
that at least some of the principles will be put into practice and, 
given the disciplined determination of its national government, 
some success might be anticipated. 

Full implementation of 
such ambitious plans is 
likely to remain beyond 
the financial and human 
resource capacity of even 
the capital city of such a 
poor developing country 
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1 Cairo: Restaurants 
and cafés at El Rehab’s
local centre. Image by 
Group for Planning and 
Architecture 

isolated and increasingly segregated, 
with commercially driven recreation and 
public space typical of existing trends in 
private development.

large sCale PriVate 
DeVelOPMents witH MiXeD 
COMMUnities
Masterplanners working with local and 
international consultancies on large scale 
new settlements in the Middle East, have 
faced challenges on two fronts. The first is 
that insufficient information is provided 
on development needs and market trends. 
The second involves understanding local 
perceptions and identifying and meeting 
the expectations of residents moving into 
new settlements. 

Many lessons can be learned from the 
masterplanning process and operational 
functioning of El Rehab settlement, 
which later influenced the planning of 
the largest privately developed settle-
ment in Egypt, Madenaty, (translated as 
My City). The Masterplan for Madenaty 
was a first prize award winning project 
in 2006. Both settlements demonstrate 
that with flexible masterplanning and a 

Cities and new settlements should have the capacity to 
transform, self-generate and incrementally adapt in 
response to social, cultural and economic needs. Trans-

formations can either be formally planned and deliberate or 
informal, and in both cases they should be enabled by changes in 
land use, services and infrastructure. Revisiting the effect of pre-
scriptive land use and employing robust management strategies 
should support new developments to meet their communities’ 
needs, stimulate economic activity and effectively self-generate. 
This requires flexibility in the masterplanning process to allow 
for change, not only during a development’s phasing stages, but 
more significantly throughout its occupancy.

greater CairO’s sUbUrban COMMUnities 
Cairo has witnessed a dramatic level of urban growth over the 
last four decades with government-led initiatives responding to 
the urgent need for housing. This has led to satellite cities such 
as 15th of May City and 6th of October City developed in the 
1970s which, together with new settlements such as New Cairo 
developing since the 1990s, have eventually merged to form 
Greater Cairo. Unlike European countries where most develop-
ment takes place within distinct city boundaries, Cairo is rapidly 
growing through private development for the well-to-do on open 
desert land stretching to the east and west of the capital. These 
areas have been the platforms for building gated communities 
on 200-500ha sites, leading to the demand for outer city hyper-
markets and mega-malls, and a high reliance on private car use. 
Consequently, Cairo’s communities have become more physically 

Cairo’s self-generating 
Places 
Hatem Nabih argues for a flexible masterplanning strategy 
to facilitate social integration and informal transformations 

1
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2 El Rehab Masterplan
Courtesy of Cairo 
Group for Planning and 
Architecture
3 The pre-planned 
market at Madenaty

robust management strategy, considerably larger scale private 
development can provide for more socially mixed communities 
and create a foundation for a local economy to thrive. These are 
essential components for new communities which are not met by 
smaller scale residential settlements.

With the majority of private sector development focusing on 
providing homes for the elite, El Rehab was planned in 1996 as 
a new town for over 200,000 residents on 1,000ha within the 
suburban district of New Cairo. It was phased in six stages and 
included outdoor sports clubs, schools, restaurants, office space 
and generous green open spaces. Talaat Mostafa Group were the 
first private developers to take an unprecedented risk in offering 
a wider housing mix to include flats, semi-detached houses and 
villas starting from 50m2 one bedroom flats to 330m2 villas. 
Its successful sales later led to another stage of development to 
extend the area of El Rehab to house an extra 70,000 residents.

The approach to include a wider housing mix and integrate 
a corresponding range of income groups within one private 
settlement became a major drive in its economic success. El 
Rehab changed local perceptions of private development and 
their capacity to integrate rather than segregate and has been 
well studied by academic scholars in terms of its social mix. This 
approach was also adopted by the same masterplanning team 
and developer on the significantly larger scale of Madenaty, 
which was planned to house 600,000 residents in 120,000 
homes on a 3,300ha site. Similarly, Madenaty provides a wide 
range of accommodation and services in addition to a central 
civic spine to attract businesses and high-end retail. 

FrOM inFOrMal transFOrMatiOns tO 
selF–generatiOn 
In Cairo, traditional outdoor markets and small scale traders are 
perceived by developers and new residents as part of an informal 
and unregulated urban environment, particularly within the 
city’s central and historical urban areas. While new residents 
might value traditional local markets, they can be unwelcome 
within their new suburban settlements as they are associated 
with disorder and a lack of management, which reinforces their 
desire to rely on suburban hypermarkets. 

El Rehab’s masterplan designated a zone for small light 
industries and workshops, to promote economic activity and 
serve its residents. However, it did not work to full capacity and 
informally evolved over time into a local market with businesses 
including shops, cafés, bakeries and fast food outlets. While 
cafés, franchised restaurants and a superstore had already been 
built within its local centre, the smaller scale informal busi-
nesses serving the residents’ essential and daily needs developed 
into a commercial zone with thriving economic activity. This in 
turn required a robust management strategy to facilitate service 
deliveries and organise its daily operations. 

A flexible approach that can adapt to change and provide an 
economic basis for development was later taken for Madenaty's 
masterplan, which designated a multi-purpose service and 
commercial zone to promote smaller trades with the potential to 
evolve and self-generate like El Rehab. 

Unfortunately land use is increasingly constrained by land 
value, and zoning and planning strategies have overlooked the 
emerging needs of residents – an essential requirement for 
sustainable communities. Decision makers are usually overly 
concerned with policy and delivery, at the expense of integrat-
ing operational aspects to manage local services as part of the 
physical planning process. By taking advantage of the scale of 
development, improving the social mix and integrating flexible 
uses, the local economy in El Rehab was activated and it is suc-
cessfully managed to this present day, setting a precedent for 
flexible masterplanning in new towns and cities. 

COnClUsiOn 
The idea of the city as a utopian structure built for defence with 
walls, highly centralised and controlled, is limited and has a 

problematic relationship with growth 
and change. Unexpected growth, if well 
managed, can create economic transfor-
mations and offer services and activities 
that are essential for communities to 
thrive. Understanding local needs and 
identifying economic trends and gaps in 
the residential market can help to diver-
sify the housing mix and encourage local 
markets and small businesses to emerge 
within large scale private developments. 
This approach would help to establish 
more socially integrated communities 
within Cairo’s private developments and 
provide the vital components for sustain-
able communities. 

There is an imminent need for an 
adaptive strategy to provide opportuni-
ties for growth and change within large 
scale residential development. This 
requires changes in the perceptions of 
developers to allow for a more permissive 
approach that adapts to fluctuations in 
the residential market and to the evolving 
needs of a community. A flexible master-
planning approach is therefore essential 
throughout a development’s phasing 
and occupancy to enable places to self-
generate, evolve and thrive.•

Dr Hatem Nabih, architect and masterplanner, 
developing and advising on strategic 
schemes. He lectured and researched at the 
University of Michigan and other universities

2
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1 The urban design 
toolbox. Colin James

‘Urban design draws together many strands of place-
making … into the creation of places of beauty and 
distinct identity… Urban design is about creating a 

vision for an area and then deploying the skills and resources to 
realise that vision.’ This extract from the opening paragraph of 
the Urban Design Compendium (2000) offers a simple but pow-
erful expression of the meaning and objective of urban design. It 
goes on to describe in generous detail a wide range of principles 
and techniques that form the urban designer’s professional 
toolbox.

But exactly how relevant are these to the African urban 
context? Most African cities and towns present woeful examples 
of urban quality: poorly designed urban spaces, public or private; 
inferior workmanship; poor quality materials; inadequate 
maintenance; banal commercial development; inefficient refuse 
disposal; and, minimal mitigation of the impact of motor traffic. 
Together, these conspire to produce mostly unattractive and 
inefficient urban environments. Why should this be so? 

One contributory reason is that the type and form of devel-
opment that we associate with contemporary urban Africa is 
essentially foreign, rather than indigenous. Without pursuing 
an unnecessarily strident anti-colonial line, one can contrast 
the character of modern Nairobi and Lagos, for example, with 
that of historic Timbuktu or Zanzibar, or modern housing estate 
layouts with traditional village structures. Moreover one cannot 
underestimate the impact of very rapid, largely uncontrolled 
urbanisation on the scrambled cultural inheritance. 

But another reason is that the practice of urban design sim-
ply feels like an irrelevant exercise when set against the complex 
challenges of urban life: the vast majority of households are poor 
and struggle with inadequate housing; a lack of basic utilities 
(notably water, sanitation and electricity); weak security of ten-
ure; limited access to social, health and cultural facilities; and, 
poor public transport. Against all of these crucial considerations, 
concern about the quality of the physical environment inevitably 
remains a low priority, and urban design an undervalued profes-
sional exercise. 

It is clear that many of the principles and techniques set out 
in the Compendium and similar manuals are neither appropriate 
nor relevant to mainstream African urban conditions, except for 
those enjoyed by highly privileged elites. And yet the creation 
of attractive and pleasant environments is surely as important, 
perhaps even more important, for people who face challenging 
quotidian lives. 

So how are we to meet those pressing pragmatic imperatives 
yet still fashion meaningful places that have cultural relevance, 
deliver a humane urban environment, sustain essential human 
interaction, and celebrate lives in beauty and symbolism? 

We suggest that urban designers might be able to learn from 
other professions: over recent decades, engineers and architects 
working in Africa and other developing countries have come to 
appreciate the importance of ditching sophisticated high-cost 
Western technical solutions, and of developing more modest, 
more appropriate interventions and solutions. 

Notwithstanding some glaring examples of inappropriate 
development, there is a growing body of engineers and architects 
who have distinguished themselves from their peers by adapting 

technical standards across the board to 
target basic needs. This perspective has 
driven them to recalibrate their profes-
sional practice so as to formulate practical 
and viable solutions that address the real 
problems they observe around them. As a 
result, their toolbox bears little relation to 
that of their European counterparts, while 
remaining based on a rigorous profes-
sional approach. 

The challenge is thus for urban 
designers to develop an equivalent tool-
box that is truly relevant and appropriate 
for Africa. This will mean stripping out 
irrelevant principles and techniques, 
and focusing on those that are low-cost, 
low-maintenance and environmentally 
sustainable, that use local materials and 
exploit labour-intensive construction 
techniques. 

If urban design is to make a significant 
contribution to African cities – and urban 
designers are to avoid the fate of many 
conventional town planners who have 
become professionally marginalised 
in their own countries – then the start-
ing point for the toolbox must be the 
socio-economic realities of the African 
city, rather than somewhat rarefied intel-
lectual concepts of beauty and sense of 
place.• 

Tom Carter, independent urban management 
consultant with extensive recent African 
experience 
Colin James, South African-British architect 
and urban designer, Head of Urban & 
Landscape Design, WYG

How relevant is Urban 
Design in africa?
Tom Carter and Colin James take on the challenge of 
creating an appropriate urban design toolbox

1
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Great City Parks

Alan Tate, Second Edition with 
Marcella Eaton, 2015, Routledge, 
£34.99, ISBN 978-0-415-53805-3

this attractive book is reminiscent of the 
allan Jacobs’ Great Streets (1993), which 
is probably no coincidence given its title. 
it provides a study of 30 city parks which 
were selected as ‘significant examples of 
park planning and design for public use’ and 
which allow free admission. tate describes 
the origin of the book as seeking to fill a gap 
in literature about urban parks, and follows 
in the footsteps of Geoffrey and susan Jel-
licoe’s The Landscape of Man which covers 
the creation of landscape and public parks 
from prehistory to the present day i.e. 1975. 
here the case studies are described in their 
city context, by their historical development, 
the initial site size and former use, the key 
figures in their establishment, the original 
design concept, layout and materials, and 
lastly their management and usage. 

the book’s catalogue structure is all the 
more useful as it works as well for Paley Park 
in Manhattan at just 390 sqm, as for Minne-
apolis’ Park system covering 2,729 hectares. 
this second edition includes ten more case 
studies than the previous one (2001), which 
are either new or were not included earlier 
due to limited publication space. the parks 
are all from north america and Europe; from 
the UK, they range from the regent’s Park 
(1811) – the oldest of the case studies – to 
Queen Elizabeth olympic Park (2009) the 
most recent. 

Most interesting are the scaled maps of 
the parks with the different character areas 
and features noted. however these maps 
are slightly disembodied as they do not 
show the immediate urban context, which 
would be useful to understand. the more 
interesting examples are the contemporary 
parks, those seeking to overcome barriers or 
providing great contrast with their surround-
ings; examples of these are Paley Park and 
the high Line, new York, and the Village of 
Yorkville Park, toronto, for their contrasting 

human-sized spaces; Freeway Park, seat-
tle literally over the freeway; through to the 
major Parc de Bercy and Parc de la Villette 
in Paris, Landschaftspark in Duisburg-nord, 
and Westergasfabriek in amsterdam, for 
the blend of reclaimed or new structural 
artworks, varied landscapes, and culturally 
animated public spaces.

While clearly a design reference book 
for urban designers seeking to understand 
the scale and potential of green spaces, the 
authors also offer conclusions following their 
study of each park, which for some include 
reflections on the challenges for the parks’ 
future. this may be about managing their 
historical origins and landscape qualities as 
they are used more intensively; for others it 
is about sustaining their transition from one 
single use into a longer-term venue for pro-
grammed outdoor entertainment or space 
for nature in the city. the case studies are 
fascinating to an urban designer for scale 
comparison purposes, and the subheadings 
of each case study indicate that it is aimed at 
designers, planners and politicians with the 
opportunity to carve out green spaces in the 
city. •

Louise Thomas, independent urban designer

International Architecture 
Biennal Rotterdam 2016 – 
The Next Economy

George Brugmans, Jolanda van 
Dinteren & Marteen Hajer (eds), 
2016, IABR Publication, £20.00, 
ISBN 978-9082513707

the aim of the international architecture Bi-
ennal rotterdam (iaBr) initiated in 2003 by 
the Dutch government with a cosmopolitan 
outlook (presided by Francine houben and
followed by George Brugmans) was to gather 
international knowledge and experiences of 
a range of design professions (architecture, 
urban design, planning, etc) and to present 
them to a broad audience. the Biennial 

events evolved into on-going research-by-
design supported by governments. Under 
different curators each of the seven iaBr 
since 2003, has addressed a specific theme: 
mobility, the flood, power, open city, mak-
ing city, urban by nature, and the next 
economy. iaBr takes place over several 
weeks to enable partners, guest curators, 
project authors selected by competition to 
exhibit their work, discuss it at lectures and 
seminars, develop it further at workshops 
and ateliers, and implement at least some of 
their proposals in the real world, thanks to 
their political support. 

the 2016 iaBr has shifted from ‘it is the 
economy, stupid’ to ‘it's the culture stupid’, 
explained in four essays complemented by 
four others on the politics of the next econo-
my. the guest curators presented innovative 
experiments: Urban africa – What’s next and 
imaginaries of Eco Civilisation in China. the 
themes chosen by the iaBr partners were: 
energy and space; spatio-economic devel-
opment strategy to strengthen the Dutch 
business climate; urban infrastructure in 
the next economy; changing the geography 
of work (all in the netherlands); and ‘con-
nect the dots’ in sao Paolo, Brazil. Concrete 
applications of some of these themes were 
developed at ateliers in the Groningen re-
gion (energy transition from fossil fuels to 
renewables); rotterdam (making things 
again); Utrecht (from cure to care); Brussels 
(productive metropolis); and albania (the 
metabolism of albania). their aim was to 
rethink the city as the nordic City, the Pro-
ductive City, the healthy City, the resilient 
City, and the City as a Factory. 

together these experiments exhibited 
at the Biennale and summed up in this book 
constitute very rich material to inspire urban 
designers in their practical work. Equally the 
eight essays provide ample food for thought. 
in its own view, iaBr is providing ‘free cul-
tural space’ for those on ‘sabbatical detours’ 
(working on iaBr sponsored projects) to 
elaborate ‘innovations in governance’ needed 
to turn ‘research-by-design’ into a main-
stream approach to urban development. 

although individual British designers 
were involved in various iaBr projects (such 
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as Mark Brearley of Cass as lead designer of 
the Brussels atelier, or 5th studio Ltd with 
their stour City project), why were there so 
few British examples involving entrepreneuri-
al government? the answer may be that iaBr 
remains an essentially Dutch venture with 
selected international cooperation. 

What about the usefulness of the cur-
rent theme, the next Economy, for urban 
designers? this brainchild of the 2016 chief 
curator Marteen hajer aims to stimulate 
what he calls ‘urban imaginaries’. he be-
lieves that planners and designers could play 
an essential role. he critiques what could be 
considered as past urban imaginaries: CiaM 
modernism, Buchanan’s Traffic in Towns, the 
post industrial emaciation of planning and, 
more generally, the withdrawal of the state 
leaving urban intervention to the develop-
ment industry in a global neo-liberal climate. 
Putting something better in their place is 
laudable, but who can say whether the new 
urban imaginaries will not follow the fate of 
past ones? in her essay on ExtrastateCraft 
Keller Easterling puts forward intriguing 
ideas of where the true powers of urban 
interventions lie. she contends that ‘infra-
structure space’, the ‘active forms’ of cities, 
hidden behind the ‘object forms’ of build-
ings, is effectively regulating relationships 
between buildings or dictating logistics. 
Where does that leave urban designers? •

Judith Ryser

What Makes a Great City

Alexander Garvin, 2016, Island Press, 
£60.00, ISBN 978-1610917582, 

having been asked the question that gives 
the book its title, alexander Garvin de-
cided to embark on a quest to answer it. he 
travelled through selected cities in north 
america and Europe, observed, analysed 
and drew conclusions. his first port of call 
and seemingly his chosen model was Bilbao 
and not just because of the Guggenheim 
Museum. some of his early conclusions don’t 

seem very original: that ‘people are what 
make a city great’ or the fact that cities are 
not ‘finished’ but evolve constantly. however 
what makes the book interesting is his ap-
proach in describing in detail how people 
use the public realm in specific places. 

the first two chapters outline what the 
author considers to be the characteristics of 
the successful public realm: open to any-
body, something for Everybody, attracting 
and retaining Market Demand, Providing 
a Framework for successful Urbanization, 
sustaining a habitable Environment, and 
nurturing and supporting Civil society. 
these themes are developed in the next six 
chapters that carry the above titles with case 
studies that exemplify the qualities identified 
for each one. For example, the author visits 
salamanca’s Plaza Mayor at various times of 
the day and observes the people that visit 
it and the activities taking place, with refer-
ence to the physical elements of the square. 
he also describes how the Plaza evolved 
through history to adapt to the requirements 
of the population. 

Early on, the author explains that al-
though a street, a square or a park can be 
defined as the public realm, a successful one 
combines as many characteristics as pos-
sible from all three: places for gathering, for 
moving, for recreation; multifunctionality is 
a basic requirement. Most of his case stud-
ies are historic and they are clearly the ones 
that the author cherishes and that reinforce 
his case. occasionally his praise for a par-
ticular place seems biased but this is a very 
personal book (written in the first person). 

in chapter 9, the author considers is-
sues of ownership and how this influences 
the access and use of the public realm 
and very importantly, its management and 
maintenance. the final chapter, Creating a 
Public realm for the twenty-First Century, 
describes schemes that Garvin considers 
exemplar: Place de la république in Paris, 
Post oak Boulevard in houston, Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in new York, atlanta’s Belt Line 
Emerald necklace (his own scheme) and 
Waterfront toronto. the selection is not en-
tirely convincing and disconcertingly, one of 
the criteria for the choice seems to be that 

investors have rushed to the places where 
these spaces have been created: in other 
words, gentrification is the objective.

Much of the material here is interesting; 
it is well illustrated with photographs but 
frustratingly, there are only a few plans. Most 
of all the book reads like an extended blog... 
the same material could have been organ-
ised in a different matter, avoiding frequent 
repetitions, and making it easier to ap-
ply lessons from Garvin’s observations. it is 
worth contrasting it with the other book re-
viewed on this page by Louise thomas, which 
covers some of the similar ground but may 
be more useful to a practitioner. •

Sebastian Loew

Vienna anD OtHer aUstrian 
Cities
Urban Design group study tours 
20–24 april and 20–28 april 2017
You may wish to combine sebastian Loew’s 
Vienna tour (20th-24th april) with a longer 
one led by alan stones (20th-28th april) 
which includes visits to other austrian cities: 
Graz, Linz, salzburg and innsbruck. this is a 
chance to appreciate the high quality urban 
environments and public transport which the 
austrians have succeeded in incorporating 
in their second-tier cities. the price of £910 
(£860 for Urban Design Group members) 
includes the flight out from London, par-
ticipation in the Vienna tour, eight nights’ 
accommodation, and return by rail from 
innsbrück to London. 

Further information is available from alan 
stones, Fullerthorne, Church street, Kelve-
don, Essex Co5 9ah, phone 01376 571351, or 
email a.stones907@btinternet.com

the last booking date is Friday 20th January 
2017.
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Practice 
index
the following practices and urban 
design courses are members 
of the Urban Design group. 
Please see the UDg’s website 
www.urbandesigndirectory.com for 
more details. 

those wishing to be included in  
future issues should contact the 
UDg
70 Cowcross street
london eC1M 6ej
t  020 7250 0892
C robert Huxford
e  administration@udg.org.uk
w  www.udg.org.uk

aDaM UrbanisM
Old Hyde House
75 Hyde street
winchester sO23 7Dw
t 01962 843843
C  Hugh Petter, robert adam
e  hugh.petter@adamarchitecture.com
robert.adam@adamarchitecture.com
w  www.adamurbanism.com
World-renowned for progressive, 
classical design covering town and 
country houses, housing development, 
urban masterplans, commercial 
development and public buildings.

alan baXter
75 Cowcross street
london eC1M 6el
t  020 7250 1555
C  alan baxter
e  abaxter@alanbaxter.co.uk
w  www.alanbaxter.co.uk
an engineering and urban design 
practice. Particularly concerned with 
the thoughtful integration of buildings, 
infrastructure and movement, and the 
creation of places.

albOniCO saCk MetaCity 
arCHiteCts & Urban 
Designers
PO box 95387
grant Park
johannesburg
02051 south africa
t  +27 11 492 0633
C  Monica albonico
e  monica@albosack.co.za
w  www.asmarch.com
A multi-disciplinary practice 
specialising in large scale, green field, 
urban regeneration and upgrading 
strategies, as well as residential, 
special and educational projects.

allen Pyke assOCiates
the Factory 2 acre road
kingston-upon-thames kt2 6eF
t  020 8549 3434
C  David allen/ Vanessa ross
e  design@allenpyke.co.uk
w  www.allenpyke.co.uk
Innovative, responsive, committed, 
competitive, process. Priorities: people, 
spaces, movement, culture. Places: 
regenerate, infill, extend create.

allies & MOrrisOn:
Urban PraCtitiOners
85 southwark street, london se1 0HX
t 020 7921 0100
C  anthony rifkin
e arifkin@am-up.com
w www.urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Specialist competition winning urban 
regeneration practice combining 
economic and urban design skills. 
Projects include West Ealing and 
Plymouth East End.

aMeC FOster wHeeler 
enVirOnMent & 
inFrastrUCtUre Uk ltD
gables House kenilworth road, 
leamington spa, warwicks CV32 6jX
t  01926 439 000
C  David thompson, technical 

Director
e  david.thompson@amecfw.com
w www.amecfw.com. 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
development planning and landscape 
within broad-based multidisciplinary 
environmental and engineering 
consultancy.

anDrew Martin Planning
town Mill, Mill lane, stebbing, 
Dunmow, essex CM6 35n
t 01971 855855
C andrew Martin
e andrew@am-plan.com
w www.am-plan.com
Independent planning, urban design 
and development consultancy. Advises 
public and private sector clients on 
strategic site promotion, development 
planning and management, planning 
appeals, masterplanning and 
community engagement.

aPPlieD wayFinDing
3rd floor, 22 stukeley street
london wC2b 5lr
t 020 7017 8488
C richard simon
e info@appliedwayfinding.com
w www.appliedwayfinding.com
Applied Wayfinding is an international 
design consultancy with expertise in 
designing legible systems for complex 
environments. Applied’s approach 
and methods have evolved from many 
years of experience in developing 
world-class wayfinding schemes for 
cities, campuses, parks, mixed use 
developments and internal spaces.

area
grange, linlithgow
west lothian eH49 7rH
t  01506 843247
C  karen Cadell/ julia neil
e  ask@area.uk.com
w  www.area.uk.com
Making places imaginatively to deliver 
the successful, sustainable and 
humane environments of the future.

arnOlD linDen
Chartered architect
31 waterlow Court, Heath Close
Hampstead way
london nw11 7Dt
t 020 8455 9286
C  arnold linden
Integrated regeneration through the 
participation in the creative process of 
the community and the public at large, 
of streets, buildings and places.

asH sakUla arCHiteCts
5 Hatton wall, london, eC1n 8HX
t 020 7831 0195
C Cany ash
e info@ashsak.com
w www.ashsak.com
Ash Sakula is an architectural 
partnership with projects spanning 
housing and mixed use developments, 
cultural and educational buildings, 
masterplanning and urban design.

assael arCHiteCtUre
studio 13, 50 Carnwath road
london sw6 3Fg
t  020 7736 7744
C  russell Pedley
e  pedley@assael.co.uk
w  www.assael.co.uk
Architects and urban designers 
covering mixed use, hotel, leisure and 
residential, including urban frameworks 
and masterplanning projects.

atkins PlC
euston tower, 286 euston road,
london nw1 3at
t  020 7121 2000
C  Paul reynolds
e  paul.reynolds@atkinsglobal.com
w www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a 
range of built environment specialists 
working together to deliver quality 
places for everybody to enjoy.

baCa arCHiteCts
Unit 1, 199 long lane
london se1 4Pn
t  020 7397 5620
C  richard Coutts
e   enquiries@baca.uk.com
w  www.baca.uk.com
Award-winning architects with 100 per 
cent planning success. Baca Architects 
have established a core specialism in 
waterfront and water architecture.

bartOn willMOre 
PartnersHiP
reaDing
the blade, abbey square
reading rg1 3be
t  0118 943 0000
C  james de Havilland, nick sweet 

and Dominic scott
ManCHester
tower 12, 18/22 bridge street
spinningfields
Manchester M3 3bz
t 0161 817 4900
C Dan Mitchell
e  masterplanning@bartonwillmore.

co.uk
w www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
Concept through to implementation on 
complex sites, comprehensive design 
guides, urban regeneration, brownfield 
sites, and major urban expansions.

be1 arCHiteCts
5 abbey Court, Fraser road
Priory business Park
bedford Mk44 3wH
t  01234 261266
C  ny Moughal
e ny.moughal@be-1.co.uk
w  www.be1architects.co.uk
be1 is a practice of creative and 
experienced architects, designers, 
masterplanners, visualisers and 
technicians. We are skilled in the 
design and delivery of masterplanning, 
architectural and urban design projects 
and are committed to designing the 
appropriate solution for all of our 
projects.

tHe bell COrnwell 
PartnersHiP
Oakview House, station road, Hook, 
Hampshire rg27 9tP
t  01256 766673
C  simon avery
e  savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk
w  www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Specialists in Masterplanning and the 
coordination of major development 
proposals. Advisors on development 
plan representations, planning 
applications and appeals.

biDwells
bidwell House, trumpington road
Cambridge Cb2 9lD
t 01223 559800
M 07500 782001
C johnny Clayton
e johnny.clayton@bidwells.co.uk
w www.bidwells.co.uk
Planning, Landscape and Urban 
Design consultancy, specialising 
in Masterplanning, Townscape 
Assessment, Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment.

bOyer Planning
Crowthorne House, nine Mile ride
wokingham, berkshire rg40 3gz
t  01344 753220
C  steve Punter
e  stevepunter@boyerplanning.co.uk.
w  www.boyerplanning.co.uk
Offices in Wokingham, Colchester, 
Cardiff, Twickenham and London.
Planning and urban design consultants 
offering a wide range of services 
to support sites throughout the 
development process: from appraisals 
to planning applications and appeals.

bOyle + sUMMers
Canute Chambers
Canute road
southampton s014 3ab
t 02380 63 1432/ 07824 698033
C richard summers
e richard@boyleandsummers.co.uk
w www.boyleandsummers.co.uk
Space-shapers, place-makers, street 
designers and development promoters. 
Value generators, team workers and 
site finders. Strategists, pragmatists, 
specialists and generalists. 
Visioneers, urbanists, architects and 
masterplanners.

bUilDing Design PartnersHiP
16 brewhouse yard, Clerkenwell,
london eC1V 4lj
t 020 7812 8000
C andrew tindsley
e andrew.tindsley@bdp.com
w www.bdp.co.uk
BDP offers town planning, 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
landscape, regeneration and 
sustainability studies, and has teams
based in London, Manchester and
Belfast.

bPUD ltD
155 Hurdsfield road, Macclesfield
Cheshire sk10 2qX
t 01625 262924
C bob Phillips
e info@bpud.co.uk
w www.bpud.co.uk
A multi-disciplinary town planning and 
urban design consultancy dedicated to 
the delivery of high quality development 
solutions working with public, private 
and community organisations.
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brOaDway Malyan
3 weybridge business Park
addlestone road, weybridge,
surrey kt15 2bw
t 01932 845599
C jeff nottage
e j.nottage@broadwaymalyan.com
w www.broadwaymalyan.com
We are an international interdisciplinary 
practice which believes in the value of 
place-making-led masterplans that are 
rooted in local context.

brOCk CarMiCHael 
arCHiteCts
19 Old Hall street, liverpool l3 9jq
t  0151 242 6222
C  Michael Cosser
e  office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Masterplans and development briefs. 
Mixed use and brownfield regeneration 
projects. Design in historic and 
sensitive settings. Integrated 
landscape design.

bUrns + niCe
70 Cowcross street, london eC1M 6ej
t  020 7253 0808
C  Marie burns/ stephen nice
e  bn@burnsnice.com
w  www.burnsnice.com
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
environmental and transport planning. 
Masterplanning, design and public 
consultation for community-led work.

Carter jOnas
berger House, 36-38 berkeley square
london w1j 5ae
t 020 7016 0720
C rebecca sanders
e rebecca.sanders@carterjonas.co.uk
w www.carterjonas.co.uk/our-
services/planning-development.aspx
Multidisciplinary practice working 
throughout the UK, specialising in 
urban design and masterplanning, 
place-making, new settlements and 
urban extensions, urban regeneration, 
sustainability and community 
consultation. Complemented by 
in-house architecture, planning, 
development, investment, property and 
minerals teams.

CHaPMan taylOr llP
10 eastbourne terrace,
london w2 6lg
t  020 7371 3000
e  ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
w  www.chapmantaylor.com
ManCHester
bass warehouse, 4 Castle street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4lz
t  0161 828 6500
e  ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international 
firm of architects and urban designers 
specialising in mixed use city centre 
regeneration and transport projects 
throughout the world. Offices in 
Bangkok, Brussels, Bucharest, 
Düsseldorf, Kiev, Madrid, Milan, 
Moscow, New Delhi, Paris, Prague, Sao 
Paulo, Shanghai and Warsaw.

City iD
23 trenchard street
bristol bs1 5an
t  0117 917 7000
C  Mike rawlinson
e  mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
w  cityid.co.uk
Place branding and marketing vision 
Masterplanning, urban design, public 
realm strategies, way finding and 
legibility strategies, information design 
and graphics.

Csa enVirOnMental
Dixies barns, High street 
ashwell sg7 5nt
t 01462 743647
C Clive self
e ashwell@csaenvironmental.co.uk
w www.csaenvironmental.co.uk
Delivering masterplanning, design 
coding and implementations.
Specialist knowledge across 
landscape, ecology, archaeology and 
urbanism leading to well-presented, 
high quality, commercially aware 
schemes.

DaViD HUskissOn assOCiates
17 Upper grosvenor road,
tunbridge wells, kent tn1 2DU
t  01892 527828
C  nicola brown
e  dha@dha-landscape.co.uk
w www.dha-landscape.co.uk
Landscape consultancy offering 
Masterplanning, streetscape and 
urban park design, estate restoration, 
environmental impact assessments.

Dar
74 wigmore street,
london, w1U 2sq
t 020 7962 1333
C simon gray
e simon.gray@dar.com
w www.dar.com
Dar is a leading international 
multidisciplinary consultant in 
urban design, planning, landscape, 
engineering, architecture, project 
management, transportation and 
economics. The founding member of 
Dar Group, we are 10,000 strong in 40 
offices worldwide.

DaViD lOCk assOCiates ltD
50 north thirteenth street,
Central Milton keynes,
Milton keynes Mk9 3bP
t  01908 666276
C  will Cousins
e  mail@davidlock.com
w  www.davidlock.com
Strategic planning studies, 
area development frameworks, 
development briefs, design guidelines, 
Masterplanning, implementation 
strategies, environmental statements.

DeFine
Unit 6, 133-137 newhall street
birmingham b3 1sF
t 0121 237 1901
C  andy williams
e  enquiries@wearedefine.com
w  www.wearedefine.com
Define specialises in the promotion, 
shaping and assessment of 
development. Our work focuses on 
strategic planning, masterplanning, 
urban design codes, EIA, TVIA, estate 
strategies, public realm design, 
consultation strategies, urban design 
audits and expert witness.

DHa Planning & Urban 
Design
eclipse House, eclipse Park, 
sittingbourne road, Maidstone,
kent Me14 3en
t  01622 776226
C  Matthew woodhead
e  info@dhaplanning.co.uk
w  dhaplanning.co.uk
Planning and Urban Design 
Consultancy offering a full range 
of Urban Design services including 
Masterplanning, development briefs 
and design statements.

enVirOnMental DiMensiOn 
PartnersHiP 
tithe barn, barnsley Park estate
barnsley, Cirencester gl7 5eg
t  01285 740427
C  tom joyce
e  tomj@edp-uk.co.uk
w  www.edp-uk.co.uk/
The Environmental Dimension 
Partnership Ltd provides independent 
environmental planning and design 
advice to landowners, and property 
and energy sector clients throughout 
the UK from offices in the Cotswolds, 
Shrewsbury and Cardiff.

Farrells
7 Hatton street, london nw8 8Pl
t  020 7258 3433
C Max Farrell
e mfarrell@terryfarrell.co.uk
w  www.terryfarrell.com
Architectural, urban design, planning 
and Masterplanning services. New 
buildings, refurbishment, conference/
exhibition centres and visitor 
attractions.

FaUlknerbrOwns
Dobson House, northumbrian way, 
newcastle upon tyne ne12 6qw
t  0191 268 3007
C  ben sykes
e  info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
w  www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
FaulknerBrowns is a regionally-based 
architectural design practice with a 
national and international reputation. 
From a workload based initially on 
education, library, sports and leisure 
buildings, the practice’s current 
workload includes masterplanning, 
offices, healthcare, commercial mixed 
use, industrial and residential, for both 
private and public sector clients

Feria UrbanisM
second Floor studio, 11 Fernside road
bournemouth, Dorset bH9 2la
t  01202 548676
C  richard eastham
e  info@feria-urbanism.eu
w  www.feria-urbanism.eu
Expertise in urban planning, 
masterplanning and public 
participation. Specialisms include 
design for the night time economy, 
urban design skills training and local 
community engagement.

FletCHer Priest arCHiteCts
Middlesex House
34/42 Cleveland street
london w1t 4je
t  020 7034 2200
F  020 7637 5347
C  jonathan kendall
e  london@fletcherpriest.com
w  www.fletcherpreist.com
Work ranges from city-scale 
masterplans (stratford City, riga) to 
architectural commissions for high-
profile professional clients.

FPCr enVirOnMent
& Design ltD
lockington Hall, lockington
Derby De74 2rH
t  01509 672772
C  tim jackson
e  tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
w  www.fpcr.co.uk
Integrated design and environmental 
practice. Specialists in Masterplanning, 
urban and mixed use regeneration, 
development frameworks, EIAs and 
public inquiries.

FraMewOrk arCHiteCtUre 
anD Urban Design
3 Marine studios, burton lane,
burton waters, lincoln ln1 2wn
t  01522 535383
C  gregg wilson
e  info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
w www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
Architecture and urban design. A 
commitment to the broader built 
environment and the particular dynamic 
of a place and the design opportunities 
presented.

garsDale Design liMiteD
High branthwaites, Frostrow, 
sedbergh, Cumbria, la10 5jr
t  015396 20875
C  Derrick Hartley
e  info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
w  www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
GDL provides Masterplanning and 
urban design, architecture and heritage 
services developed through 25 years 
wide ranging experience in the UK and 
Middle East.

gillesPies
LONDON • GLASGOW • MANCHESTER • 
LEEDS • OXFORD • ABU DHABI
1 st john’s square
london eC1M 4DH
t 020 7253 2929
london 
e steve.wardell@gillespies.co.uk
Oxford/abu Dhabi 
e jim.diggle@gillespies.co.uk
glasgow 
e steve.nelson@gillespies.co.uk
Manchester 
e jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk
leeds 
e michael.sharp@gillespies.co.uk
w www.gillespies.co.uk
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
architecture, planning, environmental 
assessment, planning supervisors and 
project management.

glObe COnsUltants ltD
26 westgate, lincoln ln1 3bD
t  01522 546483
C  lynette swinburne
e  lynette.swinburne@globelimited.

co.uk
w  www.globelimited.co.uk
Provides urban design, planning, 
economic and cultural development 
services across the UK and 
internationally, specialising in 
sustainable development solutions, 
masterplanning and regeneration.

gM Design assOCiates ltD
22 lodge road, Coleraine
Co. londonderry bt52 1nb
northern ireland
t  028 703 56138
C  bill gamble
e  bill.gamble@g-m-design.co.uk
w   www.g-m-design.com
Architecture, town and country 
planning, urban design, landscape 
architecture, development 
frameworks and briefs, feasibility 
studies, sustainability appraisals, 
public participation and community 
engagement.
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HankinsOn DUCkett 
assOCiates
the stables, Howberry Park, benson 
lane, wallingford OX10 8ba
t  01491 838 175
C  brian Duckett
e  consult@hda-enviro.co.uk
w www.hda-enviro.co.uk
An approach which adds value through 
innovative solutions. Development 
planning, new settlements, 
environmental assessment, re-use of 
redundant buildings.

HOk internatiOnal ltD
qube, 90 whitfield street
london w1t 4ez
t  020 7636 2006
C  tim gale
e  tim.gale@hok.com
w www.hok.com
HOK delivers design of the highest 
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading 
architectural practices, offering 
experienced people in a diverse range 
of building types, skills and markets.

HOsta COnsUlting
2b Cobden Chambers
nottingham ng1 2eD
t 07791043779
C Helen taylor 
e info@hostaconsulting.co.uk
w www.hostaconsulting.co.uk
An urban landscape design studio that 
use an innovative approach to create 
green spaces for people, biodiversity 
and the environment

Hta Design llP
106-110 kentish town road
london nw1 9PX
t 020 7485 8555
C simon bayliss
e simon.bayliss@hta.co.uk
w www.hta.co.uk
HTA Design LLP is a multi-disciplinary 
practice of architecture, landscape 
design, planning, urban design, 
sustainability, graphic design and 
communications based in London and 
Edinburgh, specialising in regeneration. 
Offices in London & Edinburgh.

HylanD eDgar DriVer
One wessex way, Colden Common, 
winchester, Hants sO21 1wg
t  01962 711 600
C  john Hyland
e  hed@heduk.com
w  www.heduk.com
Innovative problem solving, driven 
by cost efficiency and sustainability, 
combined with imagination and 
coherent aesthetic of the highest 
quality.

ibi grOUP
Chadsworth House
wilmslow road, Handforth
Cheshire, sk9 3HP
t 01625 542200
C neil lewin
e neil.lewin@ibigroup.com
w www.ibigroup.com
We are a globally integrated urban 
design, planning, architecture, town 
planning, master planning, landscape 
architecture, engineering and 
technology practice.

iCeni PrOjeCts
Flitcroft House
114-116 Charing Cross road
london wC2H 0jr
t 020 3640 8508
C nivedita D’lima
e mail@iceniprojects.com
w www.iceniprojects.com
Iceni Projects is a planning and devel-
opment consultancy with an innovative 
and commercially-minded approach 
aimed at delivering success.

iDP grOUP
27 spon street
Coventry CV1 3ba
t 024 7652 7600
C luke Hillson
e lhillson@idpgroup.com
w www.weareidp.com
We are IDP. We enhance daily life 
through architecture. We use design 
creativity, logic, collaboration and 
pragmatism to realise places and 
space. Ideas, delivered.

jaCObs
226 tower bridge road,
london se1 2UP
t 020 7939 1382
C nivedita Vijayan
e nivedita.vijayan@jacobs.com
w www.jacobs.com
A multi-disciplinary design and 
technical services practice specialising 
in urban design and place making 
projects from concept design, 
masterplanning up to detailed design 
and implementation stages.

jb Planning
Chells Manor, Chells lane
stevenage, Herts sg2 7aa
t 01438 312130
C kim boyd
e info@jbplanning.com
w www.jbplanning.com
JB Planning Associates is an 
independent firm of chartered town 
planning consultants, providing expert 
advice to individuals and businesses 
on matters connected with planning, 
property, land and development.

jtP
23-25 great sutton street
london eCiV 0Dn
t  020 7017 1780
C  Marcus adams
e  info@jtp.co.uk
eDinbUrgH
2nd Floor Venue studios, 15-21
Calton road, edinburgh eH8 8Dl
t  0131 272 2762
C  alan stewart
e  info@jtp.co.uk
w  www.jtp.co.uk
addressing the problems of physical, 
social and economic regeneration 
through collaborative interdisciplinary 
community based planning.

kay elliOtt
5-7 Meadfoot road, torquay 
Devon tq1 2jP
t  01803 213553
C  Mark jones
e  admin@kayelliott.co.uk
w  www.kayelliott.co.uk
International studio with 30 year history 
of imaginative architects and urban 
designers, creating buildings and places 
that enhance their surroundings and add 
financial value.

lanD Use COnsUltants
43 Chalton street, london nw1 1jD
t 020 7383 5784
C adrian wikeley
e london@landuse.co.uk
glasgOw
37 Otago street, glasgow g12 8jj
t 0141 334 9595
C Martin tabor
e glasgow@landuse.co.uk
w www.landuse.co.uk
Urban regeneration, landscape 
design, masterplanning, sustainable 
development, environmental planning, 
environmental assessment, landscape 
planning and management. Offices 
also in Bristol and Edinburgh.

lanDsCaPe PrOjeCts
31 blackfriars road, salford
Manchester M3 7aq
t 0161 839 8336
C neil swanson
e post@landscapeprojects.co.uk
w www.landscapeprojects.co.uk
We work at the boundary between 
architecture, urban and landscape 
design, seeking innovative, sensitive 
design and creative thinking. Offices in 
Manchester & London.

lanPrO serViCes
4 st Mary’s House
Duke street, norwich nr3 1qa
t 01603 631 319
C Chris leeming
e chris@lanproservices.co.uk
w www.lanproservices.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary consultancy 
providing specialist advice in the fields 
of town planning, masterplanning, 
urban design, project management and 
monitoring, landscape architecture and 
interior design.

laVigne lOnsDale ltD
38 belgrave Crescent, Camden
bath ba1 5jU
t  01225 421539
trUrO
55 lemon street, truro
Cornwall tr1 2Pe
t  01872 273118
C  Martyn lonsdale
e  martyn@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
w  www.lavigne.co.uk
We are an integrated practice of 
masterplanners, Urban Designers, 
Landscape architects and Product 
Designers. Experienced in large 
scale, mixed use and residential 
Masterplanning, health, education, 
regeneration, housing, parks, public 
realm and streetscape design.

lDa Design
14-17 wells Mews, london w1t 3HF
t  020 7467 1470
C Vaughan anderson
vaughan.anderson@lda-design.co.uk
w www.lda-design.co.uk
glasgOw
sovereign House,  
158 west regent street 
glasgow g2 4rl
t 0141 2229780
C kirstin taylor
e kirstin.taylor@lda-design.co.uk
Offices also in Oxford, Peterborough 
& exeter
Multidisciplinary firm covering all 
aspects of Masterplanning, urban 
regeneration, public realm design, 
environmental impact and community 
involvement.

leVitt bernstein
assOCiates ltD
1 kingsland Passage, london e8 2bb
t  020 7275 7676
C  glyn tully
e  post@levittbernstein.co.uk
w  www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Urban design, Masterplanning, full 
architectural service, lottery grant bid 
advice, interior design, urban renewal 
consultancy and landscape design.

lHC Urban Design
Design studio, emperor way, exeter 
business Park, exeter, Devon eX1 3qs
t  01392 444334
C  john baulch
e  jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
w www.lhc.net
Urban designers, architects and 
landscape architects, providing an 
integrated approach to strategic 
visioning, regeneration, urban renewal, 
Masterplanning and public realm 
projects. Creative, knowledgeable, 
practical, passionate.

liz lake assOCiates
western House, Chapel Hill
stansted Mountfitchet
essex CM24 8ag
t  01279 647044
C  Matt lee
e  office@lizlake.com
w  www.lizlake.com
Urban fringe/brownfield sites where 
an holistic approach to urban design, 
landscape, and ecological issues can 
provide robust design solutions.

MalCOlM MOOr Urban Design
27 Ock Mill Close, abingdon
Oxon OX14 1sP
t  01235 550122
C  Malcolm Moor
e  malcolmmoor@aol.com
w  www.moorud.com
Master planning of new communities, 
urban design, residential, urban 
capacity and ecofitting studies, design 
involvement with major international 
projects.

MCgregOr COXall
77 stokes Croft, bristol bs1 3rD
t  07496 282281
C Michael Cowdy
michael.cowdy@mcgregorcoxall.com
w  www.mcgregorcoxall.com
We are a global multi-disciplinary 
design firm dedicated to assisting 
cities achieve sustainable prosperity. 
Our international team provides 
services through Urbanism, Landscape 
Architecture and Environment 
disciplines.

MetrOPOlis Planning anD 
Design
4 Underwood row, london n1 7lq
t 020 7324 2662
C greg Cooper
e info@metropolis.com
w ww.metropolispd.com
Metropolitan urban design solutions 
drawn from a multi-disciplinary studio 
of urban designers, architects, planners 
and heritage architects.
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MetrOPOlitan wOrksHOP
14-16 Cowcross street
london eC1M 6Dg
t  020 7566 0450
C David Prichard/neil Deeley
e  info@metwork.co.uk
w www.metwork.co.uk/
Metropolitan Workshop has experience 
in urban design, land use planning, 
regeneration and architecture in the 
UK, Eire and Norway. Recent projects: 
Ballymun Dublin, Durham Millennium 
Quarter, Adamstown District Centre 
Dublin, Bjorvika Waterfront

MOUCHel
Mermaid House
2 Puddle Dock
london eC4V 3Ds
t  020 3680 5000
C Matthew jessop
e  matthew.jessop@mouchel.com
w  www.mouchel.com
Integrated urban design, transport and 
engineering consultancy, changing the 
urban landscape in a positive manner, 
creating places for sustainable living.

nasH PartnersHiP
23a sydney buildings
bath, somerset ba2 6bz
t 01225 442424
C Donna Fooks-bale
e dfooks-bale@nashpartnership.com
w www.nashpartnership.com
Nash Partnership is an architecture, 
planning, urban design, conservation 
and economic regeneration 
consultancy based in Bath and Bristol.

natHaniel liCHFielD & 
Partners ltD
14 regent’s wharf, all saints street,
london n1 9rl
t  020 7837 4477
C  nick thompson
e  nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
w  www.nlpplanning.com
also at newcastle upon tyne and 
Cardiff
Urban design, Masterplanning, 
heritage/conservation, visual appraisal, 
regeneration, daylight/sunlight 
assessments, public realm strategies.

new MasterPlanning liMiteD
2nd Floor, 107 bournemouth road,
Poole, Dorset bH14 9Hr
t  01202 742228
C  andy ward
e  office@newMasterplanning.com
w  www.newMasterplanning.com
Our skills combine strategic planning 
with detailed implementation, design 
flair with economic rigour, independent 
thinking with a partnership approach.

niCHOlas PearsOn 
assOCiates
30 brock street, bath ba1 2ln
t  01225 445548
C simon kale
e info@npaconsult.co.uk
w www.npaconsult.co.uk
Masterplanning, public realm design, 
streetscape analysis, concept and 
detail designs. Also full landscape 
architecture service, EIA, green 
infrastructure, ecology and biodiversity, 
environmental planning and 
management.

njba a + U
34 Upper baggot street
Dublin 4, ire – D4, ireland 
t  00 353 1 678 8068
C  noel j brady
e  njbarchitects@eircom.net
w  www.12publishers.com/njba.htm
Integrated landscapes, urban design, 
town centres and squares, strategic 
design and planning.

nODe Urban Design
33 Holmfield road
leicester le2 1se
t 0116 2708742
C nigel wakefield
e nwakefield@nodeurbandesign.com
w www.nodeurbandesign.com
An innovative team of urban design, 
landscape and heritage consultants 
who believe that good design adds 
value. Providing sustainable urban 
design and masterplan solutions at all 
scales of development with a focus on 
the creation of a sense of place.

nOVell tUllett
the Old Mess room, Home Farm 
barrow gurney bs48 3rw
t  01275 462476
C  simon lindsley
e bristol@novelltullett.co.uk
w  www.novelltullett.co.uk
Urban design, landscape architecture 
and environmental planning.

Origin3
tyndall House
17 whiteladies road
Clifton, bristol bs8 1Pb
t  0117 927 3281
C  emily esfahani
e info@origin3.co.uk
w www.origin3.co.uk
Planning and urban design consultancy

PaUl Drew Design ltD
23-25 great sutton street
london eC1V 0Dn
t  020 7017 1785
C  Paul Drew
e  pdrew@pauldrewdesign.co.uk
w  www.pauldrewdesign.co.uk
Masterplanning, urban design, 
residential and mixed use design. 
Creative use of design codes and other 
briefing material.

OVe arUP & Partners
Consulting west team
63 st thomas street
bristol bs1 6jz
t 0117 9765432
C j shore
e bristol@arup.com
w arup.com

PegasUs grOUP
Pegasus House, 
querns business Centre
whitworth road, Cirencester gl7 1rt
t 01285 641717
C Michael Carr
e mike.carr@pegasuspg.co.uk
w www.pegasuspg.co.uk
Masterplanning, detailed layout and 
architectural design, design and 
access statements, design codes, 
sustainable design, development 
briefs, development frameworks, 
expert witness, community involvement 
and sustainability appraisal. Part of the 
multidisciplinary Pegasus Group.

PHiliP CaVe assOCiates
70 Cowcross street, london eC1M 6ej
t  020 7250 0077
C  Philip Cave
e  principal@philipcave.com
w  www.philipcave.com
Design-led practice with innovative yet 
practical solutions to environmental 
opportunities in urban regeneration. 
Specialist expertise in landscape 
architecture.

PHil jOnes assOCiates
seven House, High street
longbridge, birmingham b31 2Uq
t 0121 475 0234
C nigel Millington
e nigel@philjonesassociates.co.uk
w www.philjonesassociates.co.uk/
One of the UK’s leading independent 
transport specialists offering the 
expertise to deliver high quality, viable 
developments which are design-led 
and compliant with urban design best 
practice.

PlaCe by Design
Unit C, baptist Mills Court
bristol bs5 0Fj
t 01179 517 053
C Charley burrough
e info@placebydesign.co.uk
w placebydesign.co.uk

Planit-ie llP
2 back grafton street
altrincham, Cheshire wa14 1Dy
t 0161 928 9281
C  Peter swift
e info@planit-ie.com
w  www.planit-ie.com
Design practice specialising in the 
creation of places and shaping of 
communities. Our Urban Designers 
work at all scales from regeneration 
strategies and conceptual masterplans 
through to Design Codes – making 
environments, neighbourhoods and 
spaces for people to enjoy.

Planning Design PraCtiCe
4 woburn House, Vernon gate
Derby De1 1Ul
t 01332 347 371
C scott O’Dell
e scott@planningdesign.co.uk
w www.planningdesign.co.uk
We are a multi-disciplinary practice 
offering services in planning, 
architecture and urban design who 
seek to create better places.

+PlUs Urban Design ltD
spaceworks, benton Park road
newcastle upon tyne ne7 7lX
t 0844 800 6660
C richard Charge, tony wyatt
e richardcharge@plusud.co.uk
w www.plusud.co.uk
Specialist practice providing 
strategic masterplanning, urban 
design guidance, analysis, character 
assessment and independent design 
advisory expertise.

PM DeVereUX
200 Upper richmond road,
london sw15 2sH
t  020 8780 1800
C julian seward
e  marketing@pmdevereux.com
w www.pmdevereux.com
Adding value through innovative, 
ambitious solutions in complex urban 
environments.

POD
99 galgate,barnard Castle
Co Durham Dl12 8es
t 0845 872 7288
C  andy Dolby
e andy@podbarnardcastle.co.uk
Masterplanning, site appraisal, layout 
and architectural design. Development 
frameworks, urban regeneration, 
design codes, briefs and design and 
access statements. Second office in 
Newcastle upon Tyne.

POllarD tHOMas eDwarDs 
arCHiteCts
Diespeker wharf, 38 graham street,
london n1 8jX
t  020 7336 7777
C  robin saha-Choudhury
 andrew beharrell
e robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
w  www.ptea.co.uk
Masterplanners, urban designers, 
developers, architects, listed building 
and conservation area designers; 
specialising in inner city mixed use high 
density regeneration.

PrOjeCt Centre ltD
level 4, westgate House
westgate, london w5 1yy
t  020 7421 8222
C  David Moores
e  info@projectcentre.co.uk
w  www.projectcentre.co.uk
Landscape architecture, public realm 
design, urban regeneration, street 
lighting design, planning supervision, 
traffic and transportation, parking and 
highway design.

PrO VisiOn Planning & 
Design
grosvenor Ct, winchester rd
ampfield, winchester sO51 9bD
t 01794 368698
C james Cleary
e j.cleary@pvprojects.com
w pvprojects.com

PrP arCHiteCts
10 lindsey street,
london eC1a 9HP
t 020 7653 1200
C Vicky naysmith
e lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk
Architects, planners, urban designers 
and landscape architects, specialising 
in housing, urban regeneration, health, 
education and leisure projects.

ranDall tHOrP
Canada House, 3 Chepstow street, 
Manchester M1 5Fw
t  0161 228 7721
C  Pauline randall
e  mail@randallthorp.co.uk
w www.randallthorp.co.uk
Masterplanning for new developments 
and settlements, infrastructure design 
and urban renewal, design guides and 
design briefing, public participation.

ranDOM greenway 
arCHiteCts
soper Hall, Harestone Valley road
Caterham surrey Cr3 6Hy
t  01883 346 441
C  r greenway
e  rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.

co.uk
Architecture, planning and urban 
design. New build, regeneration, 
refurbishment and restoration.
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riCHarD COleMan 
CityDesigner
14 lower grosvenor Place,
london sw1w 0eX
t  020 7630 4880
C lakshmi Varma
e  r.coleman@citydesigner.com
Advice on architectural quality, 
urban design, and conservation, 
historic buildings and townscape. 
Environmental statements, listed 
buildings/area consent applications.

riCHarD reiD & assOCiates
whitely Farm, ide Hill,  
sevenoaks tn14 6bs
t  01732 741417
C  richard reid
e rreid@richardreid.co.uk
w www.richardreid.co.uk

saVills (l&P) liMiteD
33 Margaret street
london w1g 0jD
t  020 3320 8242
w  www.savills.com
sOUtHaMPtOn
2 Charlotte Place,
southampton sO14 0tb
t  02380 713900
C  Peter Frankum
e  pfrankum@savills.com
Offices throughout the world
Savills Urban Design creates value 
from places and places of value. 
Masterplanning, urban design, design 
coding, urban design advice, planning, 
commercial guidance.

sCOtt brOwnrigg ltD 
st Catherines Court, 46-48 
Portsmouth road, guildford gU2 4DU
t  01483 568 686
C alex baker
e  a.baker@scottbrownrigg.com
w  www.scottbrownrigg.com
Integrated service of architecture, 
urban design, planning, 
Masterplanning, involved in several 
mixed use schemes regenerating inner 
city and brownfield sites.

sCOtt tallOn walker 
arCHiteCts
19 Merrion square, Dublin 2
t  00 353 1 669 3000
C  Philip jackson
e mail@stwarchitects.com
w  www.stwarchitects.com
Award winning international practice 
covering all aspects of architecture, 
urban design and planning.

sCOtt wOrsFOlD assOCiates
the studio, 22 ringwood road
longham, Dorset bH22 9an
t 01202 580902
C gary worsfold / alister scott
e  gary@sw-arch.com / alister@

sw-arch.com
w  www.garyworsfoldarchitecture.

co.uk
An award winning practice of chartered 
architects, urban designers and experts 
in conservation, all with exceptional 
graphic skills and an enviable record in 
planning consents.

sHeils Flynn ltD
bank House High street, Docking,
kings lynn Pe31 8nH
t  01485 518304
C  eoghan sheils
e  norfolk@sheilsflynn.com
w www.sheilsflynn.com
Award winning town centre 
regeneration schemes, urban strategies 
and design guidance. Specialists in 
community consultation and team 
facilitation.

sHePHearD ePstein HUnter
Phoenix yard, 65 king’s Cross road,
london wC1X 9lw
t  020 7841 7500
C  steven Pidwill
e  stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk
w www.seh.co.uk
SEH is a user-friendly, award-winning 
architects firm, known for its work in 
regeneration, education, housing, 
Masterplanning, mixed use and 
healthcare projects.

sHePParD rObsOn
77 Parkway, Camden town,
london nw1 7PU
t  020 7504 1700
C  Charles scott
e  charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
w  www.sheppardrobson.com
ManCHester
27th Floor, City tower, Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4bD
t  0161 233 8900
Planners, urban designers and 
architects. Strategic planning, urban 
regeneration, development planning, 
town centre renewal, new settlement 
planning.

signet Urban Design
rowe House, 10 east Parade
Harrogate Hg1 5lt
t 01423 857510
C andrew Clarke
andrewclarke@signeturbandesign.com
w www.signetplanning.com
A team of talented urban 
design professionals providing 
masterplanning, detailed layout and 
architectural design, design and 
access statements, design codes and 
development frameworks throughout 
the UK.

sMeeDen FOreMan ltD
somerset House, low Moor lane
scotton, knaresborough Hg5 9jb
t  01423 863369
C  Mark smeeden
e  office@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
w  www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Ecology, landscape architecture 
and urban design. Environmental 
assessment, detailed design, contract 
packages and site supervision.

sOltys: brewster COnsUlting
4 stangate House, stanwell road
Penarth, Vale of glamorgan CF64 2aa
t  029 2040 8476
C  simon brewster
e  enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
w  www.soltysbrewster.co.uk
Urban design, masterplans, design 
strategies, visual impact, environmental 
assessment, regeneration of urban 
space, landscape design and project 
management.

sPaCeHUb
grimsby street studio,  
20a grimsby street
london e2 6es
t 020 7739 6699
C giles Charlton
e giles@spacehubdesign.com
w www.spacehubdesign.com
spacehub is a young design studio, 
specialising in public realm, landscape, 
ecology and urban design. We are 
passionate and committed to creative 
thinking and collaborative working.

sPawFOrtHs
junction 41 business Court, east 
ardsley, leeds wF3 2ab
t  01924 873873
C  adrian spawforth
e  info@spawforths.co.uk
w  www.spawforths.co.uk
Urbanism with planners and architects 
specialising in Masterplanning, 
community engagement, visioning and 
development frameworks.

striDe treglOwn 
Promenade House, the Promenade
Clifton Down, bristol bs8 3ne
t 0117 974 3271
C graham stephens
grahamstephens@stridetreglown.com
w www.stridetreglown.com/

stUart tUrner assOCiates
12 ledbury, great linford,
Milton keynes Mk14 5Ds
t  01908 678672
C  stuart turner
e  st@studiost.co.uk
w  www.studiost.co.uk
Architecture, urban design and 
environmental planning, the design of 
new settlements, urban regeneration 
and site development studies.

stUDiO PartingtOn
Unit g, reliance wharf,
Hertford road, london n1 5ew
t  020 7241 7770
C  richard Partington
e  info@studiopartington.co.uk
w www.studiopartington.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail, 
education, sustainability and 
commercial projects that take 
a responsible approach to the 
environment and resources.

stUDiO | real
Oxford Centre for innovation
new road, Oxford OX1 1by
t  01865 261461
C  roger evans
e  design@studioreal.co.uk
w  www.studioreal.co.uk
Urban regeneration, quarter 
frameworks and design briefs, town 
centre strategies, movement in towns, 
Masterplanning and development 
economics.

terenCe O'rOUrke 
linen Hall, 162-168 regent street
london w1b 5te
t  020 3664 6755
C  kim Hamilton
e  enquiries@torltd.co.uk
w  www.torltd.co.uk/
Award-winning planning, design and 
environmental practice.

terra FirMa COnsUltanCy
Cedar Court, 5 College street
Petersfield gU31 4ae
t  01730 262040
C  lionel Fanshawe
contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.com
w www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Independent landscape architectural 
practice with considerable urban 
design experience at all scales from EIA 
to project delivery throughout UK and 
overseas.

tHriVe
building 300, the grange
romsey road, Michelmersh
romsey sO51 0ae
t 01794 367703
C  gary rider
e  gary.rider@thrivearchitects.co.uk
w   www.thrivearchitects.co.uk
Award winning multi-disciplinary 
practice encompassing architecture, 
urban design, masterplanning, design 
coding, regeneration, development 
frameworks, sustainable design/
planning and construction. Residential 
and retirement care specialists.

tibbalDs Planning & Urban 
Design
19 Maltings Place, 169 tower bridge 
road, london se1 3jb
t  020 7089 2121
C katja stille
e  mail@tibbalds.co.uk
w  www.tibbalds.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
designers, architects and planners. 
Provides expertise from concept 
to implementation in regeneration, 
masterplanning, urban design and 
design management to public and 
private sector clients.

tOwnsCaPe sOlUtiOns
208 lightwoods Hill, smethwick
west Midlands b67 5eH
t  0121 429 6111
C  kenny brown
kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
w  www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Specialist urban design practice 
offering a wide range of services 
including masterplans, site layouts, 
design briefs, design and access 
statements, expert witness and 3D 
illustrations.

tUrley
10th Floor, 1 new york street
Manchester M1 4HD
t  0161 233 7676
C jaimie Ferguson
e jferguson@turley.co.uk
w www.turley.co.uk
Offices also in belfast, birmingham, 
bristol, Cardiff, edinburgh, glasgow, 
leeds, london and southampton.
Integrated urban design, 
masterplanning, sustainability and 
heritage services provided at all project 
stages and scales of development. 
Services include visioning, townscape 
analysis, design guides and public 
realm resolution.

tweeD nUttall warbUrtOn
Chapel House, City road
Chester CH1 3ae
t  01244 310388
C  john tweed
e  entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
w  www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Architecture and urban design, 
Masterplanning. Urban waterside 
environments. Community teamwork 
enablers. Visual impact assessments.
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UbU Design ltD
7a wintex House
easton lane business Park
easton lane 
winchester sO23 7rq
t 01962 856008
C rachel williams
e rachelw@ubu-design.co.uk
www.ubu-design.co.uk
Ubu Design is an innovative urban 
design and landscape architecture 
practice. We combine creativity with 
understanding to shape development 
and produce designs that are 
considered, viable and inspiring, from 
strategies and frameworks, through 
masterplanning to detailed design.

Urban Design FUtUres
34/1 Henderson row 
edinburgh eH3 5Dn
t  0131 557 8944
C  selby richardson
e  info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk
w  www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Innovative urban design, planning 
and landscape practice specialising 
in Masterplanning, new settlements, 
urban regeneration, town and village 
studies.

Urban initiatiVes stUDiO
exmouth House, 3-11 Pine street
london eC1r 0jH
t 0203 567 0716
C Hugo nowell
e h.nowell@uistudio.co.uk
w www.uistudio.co.uk
Urban design, transportation, 
regeneration, development planning.

Urban innOVatiOns
1st Floor, wellington buildings,
2 wellington street, belfast bt16Ht
t  028 9043 5060
C  tony stevens/ agnes brown
e  ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
w www.urbaninnovations.co.uk
The partnership provides not only 
feasibility studies and assists in site 
assembly for complex projects but 
also full architectural services for major 
projects.

UrbeD (UrbanisM 
enVirOnMent & Design)
ManCHester
10 little lever street,
Manchester M1 1Hr
t 0161 200 5500
C  john sampson
e  info@urbed.coop
w  www.urbed.coop
lOnDOn
the building Centre
26 store street, london wC1e 7bt
C nicholas Falk
t 07811 266538
Sustainable Urbanism, Masterplanning, 
Urban Design, Retrofitting, 
Consultation, Capacity Building, 
Research, Town Centres and 
Regeneration.

Urben
33a wadeson street
london e2 9Dr
t 0203 005 4859
t 0845 054 2992
C  elizabeth reynolds
e  info@urbenstudio.com
e  hello@urbenstudio.com

Urs inFrastrUCtUre & 
enVirOnMent
6-8 greencoat Place
london sw1P 1Pl
t 020 7798 5137
C ben Castell
e ben.castell@scottwilson.com
w www.ursglobal.com
also at birmingham, leeds, 
Manchester and Plymouth
Urban design, planning, landscape, 
economic and architectural design 
expertise supported by comprehensive 
multidisciplinary skills.

VinCent anD gOrbing ltD
sterling Court, norton road, 
stevenage, Hertfordshire sg1 2jy
t  01438 316331
C  richard lewis
e  urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.

co.uk
w  www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Masterplanning, design statements, 
character assessments, development 
briefs, residential layouts and urban 
capacity exercises.

wei yang & Partners
4 Devonshire street
london w1w 5Dt
t 020 3102 8565
C Dr wei yang
e info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk 
w www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk
Independent multi-disciplinary 
company driven by a commitment to 
shape more sustainable and liveable 
cities. Specialising in low-carbon city 
development strategies, sustainable 
large-scale new settlement master 
plans, urban regeneration, urban 
and public realm design, mixed use 
urban complex design and community 
building strategies.

westOn williaMsOn + 
Partners
12 Valentine Place
london se1 8qH
t 0207 403 2665
C Chris williamson
e chris.williamson@
westonwilliamson.com
w westonwilliamson.com

west waDDy aDP llP
the Malthouse 
60 east st. Helen street
abingdon, Oxon OX14 5eb
t  01235 523139
C  Philip waddy
e  enquiries@westwaddy-adp.co.uk
w  westwaddy-adp.co.uk
Experienced and multi-disciplinary team 
of urban designers, architects and town 
planners offering a full range of urban 
design services.

westOn williaMsOn + 
Partners
12 Valentine Place
london se1 8qH
t 020 7401 8877
C Chris williamson
e team@westonwilliamson.com
w www.westonwilliamson.com 
Weston Williamson is an award 
winning architectural, urban design 
and masterplanning practice with a 
wide variety of projects in the UK and 
abroad.

wHite COnsUltants
enterprise House
127-129 bute street
Cardiff CF10 5le
t  029 2043 7841
C  simon white
e sw@whiteconsultants.co.uk
w www.whiteconsultants.co.uk
A holistic approach to urban 
regeneration, design guidance, public 
realm and open space strategies and 
town centre studies for the public, 
private and community sectors.

wyg Planning & 
enVirOnMent
100 st. john street  
london eC1M 4eH
t 020 7250 7500
C Colin james
e colin.james@wyg.com
w www.wyg.com
Offices throughout the Uk
Creative urban design and 
masterplanning with a contextual 
approach to place-making and a 
concern for environmental, social and 
economic sustainability.

anglia rUskin UniVersity
Department of engineering & built 
environment, Marconi building
rivermead Campus, bishop Hall lane
Chelmsford CM1 1sq
t 01245 683 3952 
C Dr Dellé Odeleye 
e  delle.odeleye@anglia.ac.uk
w Full time:
 www.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/
prospectus/pg/Urban_Design.html
Part time:
 www.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/
prospectus/pg/_urban_design.html
MSc in Urban Design, Post Grad 
Diploma or Certificate in Urban Design. 
The emphasis is on sustainable urban 
design and cultural approaches 
to place-shaping. The course is 
based upon key requirements in the 
’Recognised Practitioner in Urban 
Design’ designation. It can be taken full 
time (1 year) or part time (2 years).

CarDiFF UniVersity
welsh school of architecture and 
school of City & regional Planning 
glamorgan building
king edward Vii avenue
Cardiff CF10 3wa
t  029 2087 5972/029 2087 5961
C  allison Dutoit, Marga Munar bauza
e  dutoit@Cardiff.ac.uk
 bauzamm@cf.ac.uk
w www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/study/
postgraduate/urban-design-ma
 One year full-time and two year part-
time MA in Urban Design.

eDinbUrgH sCHOOl OF 
arCHiteCtUre anD  
lanDsCaPe arCHiteCtUre
eCa University of edinburgh
lauriston Place, edinburgh eH3 9DF
t 0131 651 5786
C Dr Ola Uduku
e o.uduku@ed.ac.uk
w www.ed.ac.uk/studying/
postgraduate/degrees
Jointly run with Heriot Watt University, 
this M.Sc in Urban Strategies and 
Design focuses on urban design 
practice and theory from a cultural, 
and socio-economic, case-study 
perspective. Engaging students 
in ’live’ urban projects, as part of 
the programme’s ’action research’ 
pedagogy, it also offers research 
expertise in African and Latin American 
urban design and planning processes.

education 
index
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tHe glasgOw sCHOOl OF art
Mackintosh school of architecture
167 renfrew street, glasgow g3 6rq
t 0141 353 4500
C joanna Crotch
e j.crotch@gsa.ac.uk
w www.gsa.ac.uk/study/graduate-
degrees/architectural-studies/
Master of Architecture in: Urban Design 
and Creative Urban Practices; Urban 
Building; Computer Aided Architectural 
Design; and, Energy & Environmental 
Studies. The MArch programme is 
research and project driven with a multi-
disciplinary input that begins begins 
with a series of core lectures and 
seminars that is balanced by literature 
enquiry to enable students to develop 
a multi-disciplinary perspective as a 
grounding for shared discourse.

leeDs beCkett UniVersity
school of art, architecture and 
Design, broadcasting Place, 
woodhouse lane, leeds ls2 9en
t  0113 812 3216
C  edwin knighton
e  landscape@leedsmet.ac.uk
w www.courses.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/
urbandesign_ma
Master of Arts in Urban Design consists 
of 1 year full time or 2 years part time or 
individual programme of study. Shorter 
programmes lead to Post Graduate 
Diploma/Certificate. Project based 
course focusing on the creation of 
sustainable environments through 
interdisciplinary design.

lOnDOn sOUtH bank 
UniVersity
Faculty of arts and Human sciences
103 borough road, london se1 0aa
C  bob jarvis
t  020 7815 7353
MA Urban Design (one year full time/
two years part time) or PG Cert 
Planning based course including units 
on place and performance, sustainable 
cities as well as project based work and 
EU study visit. Part of RTPI accredited 
programme.

newCastle UniVersity
Department of architecture, Planning 
and landscape, Claremont tower 
University of newcastle, newcastle 
upon tyne ne1 7rU
t  0191 222 6006
C  georgia giannopoulou
e  georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
w www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/study/
postgraduate/taught/urbandesign/
index.htm
The MA in Urban Design brings 
together cross-disciplinary expertise 
striking a balance between methods 
and approaches in environmental 
design and the social sciences in  
the creation of the built environment.  
To view the course blog:  
www.nclurbandesign.org

nOttingHaM trent 
UniVersity
burton street, nottingham ng1 4bU
t 0115 848 6033
C stefan kruczkowski
e stefan.kruczkowski@ntu.ac.uk
w www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/pss/
course_finder/108169-1/6/pgcert_
planning_urban_design_and_
sustainable_development.aspx
NTU offers postgraduate opportunities 
in urban design with a particular 
focus on residential led development. 
Modules are available as either stand-
alone CPD learning or as part of 
postgraduate awards. Modules include 
Built for Life(TM) and Garden Cities and 
Suburbs. Our courses are designed for 
those working full-time with a one-day a 
month teaching format.

OXFOrD brOOkes UniVersity
joint Centre for Urban Design
Headington, Oxford OX3 0bP
C georgia butina-watson, alan reeve
t  01865 483403
Diploma in Urban Design, six months 
full time or 18 months part time. MA one 
year full-time or two years part-time.

UClan – UniVersity OF 
Central lanCasHire
the grenfell-baines school of 
architecture, Construction and 
environment, Preston, Pr1 2He
t 01772 892400
e cenquiries@uclan.ac.uk
w www.uclan.ac.uk/courses/msc_
urban_design.php
The MSc in Urban Design enables 
students to work with real cities 
and live projects, politicians, policy 
makers, architects and designers in a 
critical studio environment. This along 
residential study tours to European 
cities help to prepare students for 
practice addressing the demands of 
our urban future.

UniVersity COllege lOnDOn
Development Planning Unit
34 tavistock square 
london wC1H 9ez
t  020 7679 1111
C giulia Carabelli
e g.carabelli@ucl.ac.uk
The MSc Building and Urban Design in 
Development programme combines 
cultural, social, economic, political and 
spatial analysis in the effort to present 
a critical response to the growing 
complexities within the design and 
production of urban realms.

UniVersity COllege lOnDOn
bartlett school of Planning
22 gordon street, london wC1H 0qb
t 020 7679 4797
C Filipa wunderlich
e f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk
w www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/
programmes
The MSc/Dipl Urban Design & City 
Planning has a unique focus on the 
interface between urban design & city 
planning. Students learn to think in 
critical, creative and analytical ways 
across the different scales of the city 
– from strategic to local -and across 
urban design, planning, real estate and 
sustainability.

UniVersity COllege lOnDOn
bartlett school of Planning
14 Upper woburn Place
london wC1H 0nn
t 020 7679 4797
C Matthew Carmona
e m.carmona@ucl.ac.uk
w www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/
programmes/postgraduate/
mresinter-disciplinary-urban-design
The MRes Inter-disciplinary Urban 
Design cuts across urban design 
programmes at The Bartlett, allowing 
students to construct their study in 
a flexible manner and explore urban 
design as a critical arena for advanced 
research and practice. The course 
operates as a stand-alone high level 
masters or as preparation for a PhD.

UniVersity OF DUnDee
town and regional Planning
tower building, Perth road
Dundee DD1 4Hn
t 01382 385246 / 01382 385048
C  Dr Mohammad radfar / Dr Deepak 

gopinath
e  m.radfar@dundee.ac.uk / 

D.gopinath@dundee.ac.uk
w  www.dundee.ac.uk/postgraduate/

courses/advanced_sustainable_
urban_design_msc.htm

The MSc Advanced Sustainable 
Urban Design (RTPI accredited) is a 
unique multidisciplinary practice-led 
programme set in an international 
context (EU study visit) and engaging 
with such themes as landscape 
urbanism, placemaking across cultures 
and sustainability evaluation as 
integrated knowledge spheres in the 
creation of sustainable places.

UniVersity OF HUDDersFielD
school of art, Design & architecture
queen street studios
Huddersfield HD1 3DH
t 01484 472208
C Dr ioanni Delsante
e i.delsante@hud.ac.uk
w www.hud.ac.uk/courses/full-time/
postgraduate/urban-design-ma/
Ma; PgDip; PgCert in Urban Design (Full 
time or Part time). 
the Ma in Urban Design aims to provide 
students with the essential knowledge 
and skills required to effectively 
intervene in the urban design process; 
develop academic research skills, 
including critical problem-solving and 
reflective practice; facilitate design 
responses to the range of cultural, 
political, socio-economic, historical, 
environmental and spatial factors. it 
also aims to promote responsibility 
within urban design to consider the 
wider impact of urban development and 
regeneration.

UniVersity OF nOrtHaMPtOn
the University of northampton
Park Campus, boughton green road
northampton nn2 7al
t 01604 735500
e sabine.coadyschaebitz@
northampton.ac.uk
C sabine Coady schaebitz
w www.northampton.ac.uk/study/
courses/courses-by-subject/social-
sciences/integrated-urbanism-msc
MSc Integrated Urbanism: Eight 
Urban Design and Urbanism Modules 
plus Master Thesis to explore the 
complexities of creating and managing 
people-friendly sustainable urban 
environments.

UniVersity OF nOttingHaM
Department of architecture and built 
environment, University Park
nottingham ng7 2rD
t 0115 9513110
C Dr amy tang
e yue.tang@nottingham.ac.uk
w www.nottingham.ac.uk/pgstudy/
courses/architecture-and-built-
environment/sustainable-urban-
design-march.aspx
Master of Architecture (MArch) in 
Sustainable Urban Design is a research 
and project-based programme which 
aims to assist the enhancement of 
the quality of our cities by bringing 
innovative design with research in 
sustainability.

UniVersity OF POrtsMOUtH
school of architecture
eldon building, winston Churchill 
avenue, Portsmouth PO1 2Dj
t 02392 842 090
C Dr Fabiano lemes
e fabiano.lemes@port.ac.uk
w www.port.ac.uk/courses/
architecture-property-and-surveying/
ma-urban-design/
the Ma Urban Design course provides 
the opportunity to debate the potential 
role of design professionals in the 
generation of sustainable cities. one 
year full time and two years part time.

UniVersity OF sHeFFielD
school of architecture, the arts 
tower,
western bank, sheffield s10 2tn
t 0114 222 0341
C Florian kossak
e f.kossak@sheffield.ac.uk
w www.shef.ac.uk/architecture/
study/pgschool/taught_masters/
maud
One year full time MA in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, landscape 
architects and town planners. The 
programme has a strong design focus, 
integrates participation and related 
design processes, and includes 
international and regional applications.

UniVersity OF stratHClyDe
Department of architecture
Urban Design studies Unit
level 3, james weir building
75 Montrose street, glasgow g1 1Xj
t  0141 548 4219
C  Ombretta romice
e  ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
w  www.udsu-strath.com
The Postgraduate Course in Urban 
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma 
and MSc modes. The course is design 
centred and includes input from a 
variety of related disciplines.

UniVersity OF westMinster
35 Marylebone road, london nw1 5ls
t  020 7911 5000 ext 66553
C  bill erickson
e  w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, town 
planners, landscape architects and 
related disciplines. One year full time or 
two years part time.



News

safe space

I was recently on a panel which reviewed a 
development proposal by University College 
Birmingham. As well as substantial demoli-
tion of old buildings in a conservation area, 
and their replacement by new buildings, it 
proposed to take over ownership of a street 
running between the buildings. The street 
would be gated, and open only for university 
access during academic hours.

The privatisation of public space is a 
modern phenomenon which is now very 
familiar, although more usually in retail and 
office developments than in universities. My 
attitude towards it is that it is almost always 
to be deplored. The public realm is an in-
valuable resource which we should protect 
and not allow to be diminished. Where it 
is part of an historic district, in which the 
grain of streets is part of its character, there 
is in addition to the argument about public 
utility also an argument about environmen-
tal quality.

What was unusual about this instance 
was that the university justified its proposal 
by reference to the principle of safeguard-
ing. Safeguarding is a topic of which I have 
become vaguely aware only in the past few 
years. But while I have not been paying 
attention, it has grown into an extensive 
discipline and generated at least two Acts 
of Parliament. The principle of develop-
ing a methodology by which vulnerable 
members of society (predominantly but not 
exclusively children) can be protected from 
danger is obviously good. But in the case of 
this university development it appeared to 
be taken to a degree of absurdity.

The rationale seemed to be that the 
university had a duty of care towards its 
students, to keep them safe as they ap-
proached or left the university’s buildings. 
The public street was seen as inherently a 
place of insecurity, therefore it had to be 
brought within a secure compound over 
which the university had control. 

In the meeting I described this attitude 
as sinister, which upset the vice-chancellor 
on the other side of the table. Like many 
urban designers, I have spent a lot of time, 
in different fora, both defending the untidy 
democracy of the urban street and also 
considering how it can be made safer. I have 
come to the conclusion that through good 
design and management we can reduce 
risk, but that there is no such thing as a safe 
street. This degree of safeguarding could 
only be achieved by eliminating people. 
That seemed to be the objective of the uni-
versity in this case.

It was clearly absurd as well as sinister, 
because the university’s control could 
only extend to the one street immediately 
outside its front door. Before reaching that 
street, the students have to walk through 
other unsafeguarded streets, and travel on 

unsafeguarded trains and buses. The city is 
by definition unsafe.

When the fear of what other people 
may do results in a reduction or devaluation 
of public space, then we all lose. Another 
example: students at South and City College 
in Digbeth regularly hang about in small 
groups on the wide pavement outside the 
front door of their college. This seems to 
me normal and acceptable behaviour, and a 
positive social use of public space.

I suggested to the college principal that 
we might organise a design project among 
his students, to design a shelter over part of 
the pavement which could enrich the pub-
lic-private threshold, and accommodate the 
students’ social interaction more comfort-
ably. He was very opposed to the idea, and 
said that in fact he was considering closing 
this door on the main street and making 
students use a more restricted entrance on 
a side street. He did not want to encourage 
hanging about, as he had had complaints 
from female students of sexual harassment 
there by male students.

A real and serious issue, of the kind that 
a safeguarding policy is there to deal with. 
But surely the solution is to tackle the prob-
lem at its source, which is the social and 

gender attitudes of some male students, 
not to blame the innocent physical space 
of the street. There are badly-designed 
streets which, if they don’t actually encour-
age anti-social behaviour, at least put few 
deterrents in its way. Neither of the streets I 
have mentioned is in this category. They are 
straightforward places with a clear distinc-
tion between public space (outdoors) and 
private space (indoors). But they have been 
found guilty by the educational institutions 
whose buildings adjoin them, who instead 
ought to recognise and value the urban set-
tings of their institutions.

Stop press: the UCB planning application 
has been withdrawn.•

Joe Holyoak, architect and urban designer
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1 Students congregating 
on the pavement outside 
the South and City 
College front door
2 Holland Street, 
proposed for 
privatisation by 
University College
Birmingham
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