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News

Director’s 
report

UDG east MiDlanDs event series 
Draws to a close
A big thank you goes to Laura Alvarez and 
Stefan Kruczkowski for organising a sequence 
of events hosted at the University of Notting-
ham on Trent that has ranged widely, from 
Garden Cities in Argentina, to water sensi-
tive urban design, the role of house builders, 
through to highway law. 

2014 international conference 
on Urban DesiGn Urban DesiGn 
for all 
nottingham 18-20 september 
Following an outstanding response to the call 
for abstracts, programmes for the confer-
ence will be available in June. The conference 
is non-profit making enabling the maximum 
number of people to be able to afford to 
come. We hope to see you there!

new recoGniseD practitioners 
Congratulations go to Martin Ivatt and Nicola 
Handa. See the UDG website on how to join 
this growing body of leading designers. 

 

new loGos in Use by reGistereD 
practices anD recoGniseD 
practitioners 
The logos can be used by all current Regis-
tered Practices and Recognised Practitioners 
in Urban Design. They can be incorporated on 
email footers, websites, business cards and 
stationary.

partners in Urban DesiGn 
The Urban Design Group is looking to work 
with organisations who are committed to 
raising standards of urban design and its 
public and professional profile. It you know of 
a practice, supplier or any corporate organi-
sation including house builders, developers, 
landowners, who you think might be inter-
ested in becoming involved, please contact 
the UDG office on admin@udg.org.uk 

if the MessaGe Matters, it 
Matters that people can 
UnDerstanD it
For several months the UDG’s email news 
service has been running a feature on jargon, 
prompted by our hope to bridge the gap 
between practitioners and researchers. There 
are academic disciplines that could make an 
important contribution to urban design prac-
tice if their work was presented in a way that 
was easy to understand. Here are 10 tips on 
how to avoid some of the common problems:
1  Use words that are in common use, and 

sentences that are simple in structure.

view froM the 
chair 

This is the last view from my chair that I will 
get to share with you, so it is my chance 
to review my tenure. When I was elected, I 
said that my aim was to leave the UDG as a 
stronger organisation than the one I found, 

and as I look back over the past two years 
– which have flown by – I think that I have 
done that. I am pleased to have achieved 
the required overhaul of the membership 
categories and rates - a long overdue review. 
We had managed to keep our fees at the 
same level for a decade, through a very tough 
period for the profession, but in an ever more 
expensive world, this was unfortunately not 
sustainable. I hope that the increases in 
membership rates that we have now agreed 
(and which have been kept as low as pos-
sible), will still be seen as excellent value. 
The London events programme has gone from 
strength to strength, with a record number 
of sessions on a diverse range of subjects of 
interest to everybody as shown by the levels 
of attendance. As always, we welcome your 
feedback and suggestions for this and other 
activities. We are also encouraging members 
to organise more local events and are happy 
to support these in any way we can. If you 
would like to do something in your region, 

please let us know and we can put you in 
touch with other local members. 

So to finish, I just want to bring things full 
circle. In 2012, I wrote my first article in the 
middle of the London Olympics, and mused 
over what the legacy of the games would be 
for the city as a whole. A few weeks ago the 
now renamed Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
re-opened to the public as the centrepiece of 
a long-term regeneration project that will be 
ongoing for many years to come, but which 
I think is already delivering a major asset 
for the city. I am slightly biased – I live just 
a couple of miles up the road – but I have 
spent a substantial amount of my time in and 
around the park in recent weeks, and it has 
been great to see so many people using it and 
enjoying it, as well as the emerging quality 
of the new neighbourhoods that are coming 
forward. I highly recommend a visit: it is still 
a work in progress, but the early signs are 
really positive. 

• Paul Reynolds
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2  If jargon must be used, introduce each 
term so that the meaning is obvious. 

3  Compound nouns are terms created by 
combining words. They can be difficult to 
understand. Use them carefully. Compare 
‘the planning of transport’ with ‘transport 
planning’. 

4  Never make up a compound noun that 
refers to something that doesn’t exist. 
There are potentially thousands of types of 
urbanism that fall into this category; and 
here’s another: ‘atavistic urbanism’. There 
is a fine line between being original and 
being a poseur. 

5  Avoid words drawn from Latin or classical 
Greek such as paradigm, praxis, ontology, 
parametric, etc.

6  Watch out for double meanings such as 
‘auto’ which can mean car or self.

7  Don’t pluralise words that are already 
plural such as ‘infrastructures’.

8  Don’t let rhetoric rule reason, beware 
catchy phrases, and alliteration. Life is not 
neat. Wisdom doesn’t necessarily rhyme 
or consist of words beginning with D. 

9  Don’t make flat assertions supported only 
by academic references that are them-
selves flat assertions.

10  When reporting a piece of research that 
has tentative and qualified conclusions, 
don’t misrepresent the research by omit-
ting the qualifications. The effect is to turn 
the tentative into fact. 

• Robert Huxford
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eVents
Unless otherwise indicated, all London 
events are held at The Gallery, 70 cowcross 
street, London ec1M 6ej at 6.30 pm. 

note that there are many other events run by 
UdG volunteers throughout the UK. For the 
latest details and pricing, please check on 
the UdG website www.udg.org.uk/events/udg

WeDnesDAY 9 JUlY
Waterfronts
Led by jody slater this evening will feature 
the latest innovations in how to make 
the most of waterfronts and create truly 
spectacular urban settings.

tUesDAY 12 AUgUst
UDg / stReet summer Walk
join the UdG to explore the latest 
developments in east London, including 
the regeneration of Leyton High road and 
the newly opened Queen elizabeth olympic 
Park, followed by drinks and discussion at 

crate Brewery, Hackney Wick. Meeting point: 
Leyton Tube station at 6pm – check the UdG 
website and Twitter feed (@UdG_UK) for the 
latest details.

tUesDAY 9 sePtemBeR
Urban Design: Beyond Pseudo-science?
do we ever put theories about towns 
and cities to the test? dr stephen 
Marshall, reader in Urban Morphology 
and Planning at the UcL Bartlett school of 
Planning, will introduce his paper that was 
featured in scientific american and outline 
the steps we could take to put rigour into the 
way we design.

18-20 sePtemBeR 2014 – 
nottInghAm
national Conference on Urban Design 2014 
– Urban Design for All
This year’s conference is for all professions 
and all people. as well as a full day of 
presentations and seminars on Friday 19 
september, the conference will also include 
the UdG annual dinner in the majestic setting 
of the nottingham council House as well as a 
full programme of fringe events on Thursday 
18 and saturday 20 september with walking 
tours, site visits, networking sessions, a river 

cruise and the annual education symposium.

WeDnesDAY 15 oCtoBeR
street Design – International Dimension
This event will compare street design 
practice in various different countries. What 
guidance is available? How will changes in 
technology change the shape of streets?  

WeDnesDAY 12 noVemBeR
Urban Design & new technologies
an evening focusing on the theme of the 
forthcoming edition of Urban Design which 
will address how the design of cities and 
towns could develop in response to new 
technologies and how the practice of urban 
design may change too. 

WeDnesDAY 26 noVemBeR 
Kevin lynch memorial lecture 2014: Profes-
sor John Punter
Professor john Punter, winner of the 2014 
Lifetime achievement award for Urban 
design, will deliver this year’s prestigious 
Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture.
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The housing bubble and housing shortage, 

garden cities, high speed trains, the green belt, 

climate change: these are some of the subjects 

debated in the media, presumably because they 

are preoccupations of the population at large 

and part of the political debate. All of them 

relate in some way or other to the work of urban 

designers and should place us at the core of 

the debate. That this is not happening is due to 

a variety of reasons: some of the better known 

professions tend to hog the limelight, and urban 

designers are not that well organised, etc. But 

there may be another reason and the topic in 

this issue may give us a clue.

The waterfront environment is a subject that 

in principle should be familiar to professionals 

living on an island. Yet, the varied and 

insightful articles collected here by topic 

editor Jody Slater show how designing for 

such areas is a complex matter that no one 

profession, let alone one person, can hope 

to master. It requires the collaboration of a 

number of specialisms and an understanding 

of complicated technical, financial and social 

factors. It is possible that urban designers will 

be responsible for bringing all of the specialists 

to the table and for coordinating their work. But 

the authorship of the project will be collective 

and no single discipline will be able to claim 

it. Waterfronts may be a particularly complex 

topic but most issues that urban designers deal 

with also involve other professionals’ inputs.

Also in this issue, Victoria Henshaw 

introduces an element that most of us have 

probably not thought about in design terms 

– smell - even though it affects us all. Two 

recent evenings jointly hosted by the UDG 

and Urbanista discussed the past and future 

of masterplanning, confirming that there is 

nothing very new under the sun, but that 

collaborative work is the best approach. 

Graham Morrison’s inspirational article 

emphasises both the complexity of place 

making and the importance of modesty.

Perhaps in answer to why urban designers 

are not at the centre of the debate is that we 

are so modest that nobody notices them! Yet 

our members have been quite vocal about what 

they like about the journal and what they would 

like to change. We are very grateful for the 

responses to our readership survey summarised 

here by Louise Thomas. In the next few months 

we intend to work on making this journal reflect 

your comments.

• Sebastian Loew

the moDestY oF URBAn 
DesIgneRs
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events at the gallery

the InDUstRIoUs CItY
the gallery, 18 march 2014
speakers: Jeremy hernalesteen, Kathryn Anderson, emilie Pignon
in the first part of the evening jeremy outlined his ideas about the in-
dustrious city, a research project he is working on, aimed at promot-
ing the return of industry to urban areas. This would make economic 
sense and there would be mutual benefits between enterprises and 
the neighbourhoods in which they sit. The second part of the evening 
was a presentation by Kathryn anderson and emilie Pignon of Barton 
Willmore, of their work for the société du Grand Paris, in charge of 
the new orbital express underground line for the Paris region. The 
service and maintenance buildings for the line, for which they have 
prepared a design code, will represent a new generation of industrial 
buildings, flexible, sustainable, secure and in harmony with their host 
environment. 

mARKet toWns
the gallery, 2 April 2014
speakers: Catherine hammant, Policy Chairman, towns Alive; 
James gross, Barton Willmore; Chris Wade, Chief executive, 
towns Alive
These presentations covered public realm improvements in town 
centres, models for the growth of new market towns, and enhancing 
the economic and social value of market towns. in the ensuing discus-
sion, chris Wade claimed that improving the look of a town could add 
£5k to the value of each house.  The audience was divided on the best 
way to achieve this: high-quality stone paving was a standard tick-box 
answer, but low-cost hoggin and grit might also do the job.  Generat-
ing genuine economic vitality was the key to success.  Farmers mar-
kets and artisan food products were mentioned, but with the proviso 
that they were a middle class approach. james Gross told of a new 
superstore being developed in cornwall as a collaboration between 
Waitrose and Taste of cornwall, combining a supermarket and a 
farmers market.  How to deal with the urban–rural edge was a further 
subject of debate with the issue of large retail development marking 
the urban fringe staying uppermost in people’s minds.

estAte RegeneRAtIon
the gallery, 23 April 2014
speakers: Alex ely, mae architects; nicholas Boys-smith,  
Create streets
a packed audience attended this dual presentation: alex ely showed 
his soft approach to public housing estate regeneration, and ex-
banker nicholas Boys-smith who now runs his own company, used 
numbers to make his case for medium rise, medium density, mixed 
tenure urban living. it was an opposition between pragmatic urban 
design for two housing estates in inner city camden, Tybalds and 
agar Grove, within austerity constraints, in close cooperation with the 
local authority client and the inhabitants, and fervour to reform the 
approach to urban living into terraces along streets. The discussion 
was equally divided into those who were convinced of Boys-smith’s 
numeric case and others who try to contribute good quality urban 
design despite severe financial constraints and the many government 
policy U-turns. 

The following talks, seminars and debates 
have been organised by the UdG and held at 
The Gallery, cowcross street, London. all of 
these events are recorded by Urbannous and 
available to watch again on the UdG website, 
thanks to the generous support of Fergus 
carnegie. 
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Rebooting the 
masterplan
Lime Wharf, London 10 March 
The Gallery, London 12 May 2014

The first of two evenings run in conjunction 
with Urbanista.org on the subject of master-
planning was chaired by Lucy Bullivant, au-
thor of Masterplanning Futures, and winner 
of this year’s UdG Book award. she started 
with a brief historical outline of the rise and 
decline of masterplans and the various other 
names given to documents or methods at-
tempting to plan the future of urban areas 
– frameworks, strategies, action area plans, 
etc. This was a long evening and though 
stimulating, it needed a bit more space for 
discussion than could be fitted in. 

What followed were four presentations of 
masterplans from three practices (only one 
of which is a member of the UdG). jonathan 
Woodroffe showed a series of examples of 
work by s333 in the netherlands and spain, 
each one trying to resolve a different problem 
and adopting a specific approach. The most 
useful lesson seemed to be that quality was 
managed and maintained throughout the 
process - something missing in Britain where 
the final built result is often a dumbed down 
version of the initial vision.

dominic Papa from the same firm thought 
that success was mostly about building con-
fidence and working with typologies adapted 
to the functions required; for example looking 
at the perimeter block, and analysing how 
it could be modified according to specific 
needs. 

darryl chen from Hawkins/Brown used 
the image of a ‘dream before waking up’ to 
describe masterplans, something that starts 
a process even if the final result doesn’t reach 
the vision. He described his experiences in 
china where, contrary to general belief, it is 
not easier to implement a masterplan than in 
the UK. Finally dann jessen, director of east, 
thought that the methodology was essential: 
spending a lot of time on site, working with 
what is already there and trying to improve 
it, and integrating the architecture into the 
local narrative. He used examples from Wood 
street in London, where a silent film was 

projected onto a flank wall to evoke the area’s 
past, and from Gothenburg where his firm 
worked with and around water, responding to 
the risk of flooding in various ways.

The second evening on the subject of 
masterplans was less concerned with seman-
tics and focused more on London. The even-
ing was once again chaired and introduced by 
Lucy Bullivant who emphasised the impor-
tance of multidisciplinary teams, of accepting 
different templates and avoiding working in 
silos, all of which would be familiar to UdG 
members.

The first of three speakers, architect Liza 
Fior of muf, advocated ‘completing incom-
plete briefs’ with the ambition of making 
incomplete works. she claimed that in her 
practice egos were removed from master-
planning, so that not one person took pos-
session of it. The process was collective and 
responsive, and different possibilities could 
be accepted. Most of all masterplanners had 
to understand and value what was already in 
an area, nurture the possibilities and define 
what was missing. it also meant starting with 
the micro, small and sometimes temporary 
projects which would eventually add up to a 
bigger one. Her examples of schemes in the 
east end of London were indeed convincing.

next speaker, david West of egret West, 
covered some of the same points but focused 
strongly on the narrative. He needed to find 
a story to unlock a place, and if it wasn’t 
obvious, connections had to be made, and 
of course the community had to be involved. 
He also asserted, somewhat enigmatically, 
that the public realm was the dna of a place. 
West’s enthusiasm for his schemes was 
evident and his presentation of the old Vinyl 
Factory in Hayes project was highly enter-
taining, though in the end, the scheme while 
successful in providing homes and employ-
ment, seemed fairly conventional but with 
trendy names. it was a successful exercise in 
branding but anyone looking closely would 
recognise it as an architect-led masterplan.

Paul Karakusevic of Karakusevic carson 
architects was the last speaker and he dealt 
in more detail with a housing regeneration 
scheme, adjacent to his offices in Hackney. 
an unloved social housing estate (colville 
estate) with blocks in poor condition and too 
much wasted space, had been the subject of 
previous failed schemes and needed a fresh 

approach. Working with the residents from 
the start, his firm offered the client a scheme 
with double the number of units and 50 per 
cent affordable housing, mostly as medium 
rise units, but made possible by the inclusion 
of two taller blocks for private ownership. 
The most endearing part of the presentation 
was Karakusevic relating how he rejected the 
clients’ request to have ‘a park in the middle’, 
something that every urban design student 
seems to want to include in every possible 
project! otherwise, once again the resulting 
scheme would have been familiar to any mas-
terplanner of the past twenty years.

The wish to improve on what was done 
before is to be applauded, but apart from 
changing the names, the masterplans 
presented in these two evening don’t show 
much rebooting. What is important is to work 
with what is in an area, with the popula-
tion, the history, landscape, heritage, to 
be a good professional and not to impose 
pre-conceived ideas. That has been true for 
as long as plans have been made. if the client 
was only interested in monetary or political 
benefit, and if the designer only wanted to 
satisfy his own or his client’s ego, the chances 
are that the results would not be great. 
Grand projects based on utopian ideas, from 
sabionetta to the Ville radieuse are great on 
paper, and can teach us lessons, but tend to 
fail on the ground. and in spite of their good 
intentions, even the evening’s speakers com-
plained during the discussion that sometimes 
the way that people used their wonderfully 
designed places destroyed their schemes. 
architects will always be architects…

• Sebastian Loew

↖ Sanhe Metro masterplan 
©Hawkins/Brown
↑ Old Vinyl Factory 
masterplan ©egretwest
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Dresden: Florence on 
the elbe
UDG Study Tour 10-18 May 2014

Twenty five UdG members and friends set off 
by train from st. Pancras, joined by five more 
in Leipzig, to look at two major German cities, 
Leipzig and dresden, and see how they are 
faring twenty five years after reunification.

dresden, former capital of the Kingdom 
of saxony, was a gracious and well-endowed 
baroque city in a dramatic waterfront setting 
until, a few months before the end of World 
War ii, allied bombers destroyed 75 per cent 
of the city, killing 35,000 people. during the 
post-war communist period, little was done 
to rebuild the historic centre, whose heaps 
of rubble were kept as a memorial, whilst the 
empty areas were filled with slab blocks of 
flats. reunification prompted a re-appraisal 
of the historic heritage: soon funds flowed 
in from federal and state governments and 
from charitable trusts and individuals around 
the world, to the extent that the city has now 
regained its stunning skyline and recovered 
its full complement of historic monuments.

The reconstruction of an historic centre 
almost from scratch presents a few ethi-
cal dilemmas, as was explained to us by 
Petra eggert and carola ilian from the city’s 
historic buildings conservation team. early 
18th century saxony owed its prosperity to 
the mining of minerals from the nearby ore 
Mountains, and its rulers, notably august the 
strong, built palaces, churches, art galleries 
and an opera house, and amassed outstand-
ing collections of paintings and objets d’art. 
The rococo pleasure garden and palace, the 
Zwinger, was restored under the commu-
nists, but the residenzschloss, Hofkirche 
and Marienkirche and other monuments 
had to wait until the 1990s. in particular the 
Marienkirche, whose massive dome is such 
an important element of the city’s silhouette, 
was only completed two years ago, much of 
the material having been found amongst the 
rubble.

Faced with the conundrum of how to cre-
ate an appropriate setting for the building, 
the political consensus was for rebuilding the 
façades and plot divisions from before the 
war on the original frontages with new uses 
and interior spaces behind. an underground 
car park beneath the square has facilitated 
the inclusion of a hotel, but compromised the 
preservation of the foundations of a former 
city gate. archaeological excavations have 
revealed the bases of several more blocks of 
buildings, which it is proposed to rebuild on 
the original foundations.

one of the problems of reconstruction 
is deciding to what period to restore. The 
residenzschloss thus has renaissance and 
baroque elements which historically would 
not have co-existed in their present form. 
similarly, the city is currently agonising about 

the form in which to restore the prominently 
located flat-roofed communist Palace of 
culture, which played an important histori-
cal role, but which many would consider an 
eyesore.

away from the historic centre, the com-
munists had widened streets and left plenty 
of space between housing blocks, in which 
shopping centres, cinemas and other uses 
have grown since reunification. The neus-
tadt on the opposite side of the river was 
elegantly redeveloped from the 18th century 
onwards and escaped wartime destruction. 
dresden also has Germany’s first garden city, 
Hellerau, dating from 1909 and designed by 
Heinrich Tessenow, Herman Muthesius and 
curt Frick. Like Letchworth, it attracted a 
radical and artistic community. 

Leipzig, in contrast to dresden, suffered 
only targeted bombing, and thus the bulk 
of the city centre remains intact. always a 
prosperous merchant city, Leipzig retained 
its trade fair and book fair through the com-
munist period, acting as the Gdr’s shop 
window. The trade fair recently relocated 
to the periphery, where new manufacturing 
plants such as BMW with buildings by Zaha 
Hadid have also been attracted. The city cen-
tre has substantial 18th century merchants’ 
houses, and churches associated with Bach, 
Mendelssohn and schumann. it retains many 
examples of jugendstil architecture and, 
unlike dresden, is a lively focus of the night-
time economy rather than being given over to 
tourism.

The city was unable to accommodate 
industrialisation in the late 19th century, 
and so a large area at Plagwitz was laid out 
around a new canal which was home to 
many industries until reunification, when 
most shut down as they were uncompetitive. 
since then, as explained to us by planning 
officer achim Lohse, the city has been work-
ing to transform the area into a mixed use 
quarter. apart from masterplanning, the 
city has created a new green spine based on 
former railway tracks, and has opened up 
the canal to get rid of stagnant water. over 
the past twenty years, developers have built 
new residential and business premises and 
converted many existing buildings, so that 
a varied and attractive neighbourhood is 
emerging. Finally we were shown around the 
massive a former cotton-spinning mill, by 

entrepreneur Bertram schultze who, with his 
colleagues, is transforming it into europe’s 
biggest concentration of studios and galleries 
for contemporary art.

We spent an afternoon at Meissen, an 
unspoiled historic town perched on a hill 
overlooking the elbe. The albrechtsburg 
castle was home to the famous porcelain 
manufactory until expansion forced a move to 
purpose-built premises. The castle was then 
restored to the 19th century notion of what 
a castle should be, complete with romantic 
wall paintings.

We then moved on to the region of Upper 
Lusatia, which was part of the Kingdom of Bo-
hemia until taken over by saxony. The area is 
largely rural and is home to the slavic sorbs, 
Germany’s only indigenous ethnic minority. 
a museum in their capital, Bautzen, shows 
them to have a lively and distinctive folk 
culture. Bautzen itself is dramatically sited on 
a bluff above the river spree, and contains 
streets of attractive 18th century houses and 
mediaeval defensive towers.

our final stop, Görlitz, is Germany’s east-
ernmost city, with suburbs on the Polish bank 
of the river neisse. it has a fine sequence of 
market squares and streets of baroque and 
renaissance merchants’ houses, terminating 
in a massive late-gothic hall-church domi-
nating the river. an art-nouveau department 
store, currently under renovation, was one of 
the locations for the film Grand Budapest Ho-
tel. Having suffered a population decline, the 
town is now reviving due to tourism and the 
accession of neighbouring Poland to the eU, 
which attracts shoppers and cheap labour to 
the town.

• Alan Stones    

↑ Dresden’s famous 
baroque skyline
↓ Hellerau Garden City



Update

6 — Urban Design – Summer 2014 – Issue 131

Urban Design Awards 
Graham Morrison gave an 
uplifting speech at the  
Awards ceremony, and so  
we reproduce it here for those 
that missed the event

a year ago we, allies and Morrison, were here 
on this podium as the winner of the main 
award. architects often win awards for their 
buildings because they are interesting or 
beautiful in themselves. They are less familiar 
with winning awards for the quality of the 
public realm. To win an award for how those 
two aspects of the visual world combine 
made it a very special evening indeed. 

it was good to win but, more significantly, 
it was what the award provoked that has 
become more important. it encouraged us 
to think in more depth about what we do, it 
allowed us to organise a series of lectures at 
our office; these provoked us to record some 
thoughts and that in turn has led to the pub-
lication of a book. Published in the spring by 
artifice, The Fabric of Place is an anthology. 
it is a collection of 13 essays, 8 observations 
and 16 case studies that reflect an enthusi-
asm for place-making, an awareness of the 
urban condition and an understanding of the 
value of a well thought-through masterplan. 
it is a summary of our experience.

That experience goes back more than 
30 years, to our first encounters with urban 
design. My first job was with eric Lyons and 
ivor cunningham who called themselves 
Urbanists and designers. our first project 
was a landscape at the Mound in edinburgh 
that linked the new Town with the old. and 
our most significant project to date – the res-
toration of the royal Festival Hall – won the 
Mayor’s inaugural award for London’s best 
new urban space.

We have always placed urban design high 
on our agenda. But the experience of winning 
the UdG Practice award has made it more 
a deliberate and conscious preoccupation. 
Writing it all down has focussed our minds 
and i doubt that we shall ever allow ourselves 
to look at a building as a singular object 
again. it is now set in our minds that every 
building has a context that it both depends 
on and contributes to. That context isn’t just 
a physical framework. it can be historical. it 
can be legal. and it can be strategic.

one essay in our book looks at the signifi-
cance and the potential of the pre-existing 
– understanding and valuing what is already 
there. We hope our work at King’s cross pro-
motes a very positive relationship between 
the old and the new. We discuss some of our 
favourite examples such as asplund’s exten-
sion to the Gothenburg Law courts and Mi-
chelangelo’s rethinking of the campidoglio in 
rome. We realise that architects throughout 
history have grappled with exactly the same 
issues. History is an endless resource and our 
heritage not only contributes character, it 

adds financial value. 
another essay looks at the commonality 

of buildings. For us, what is more important 
than what sets buildings apart is what they 
have in common. Prosaic issues such as 
party walls and buildings are a part of a more 
complex structure that helps to define the 
underlying order of the normality of a place. 
Understanding the basic rules of a building 
or place helps us to understand what makes 
it special. We enjoy the value of being a 
part of a whole more than the distinction of 
difference.

a third essay discusses masterplanning 
as a process rather than an end in itself. We 
have never experienced a masterplan that 
was completed as it was originally con-
ceived, and we believe a masterplan is less 
of a destination than a way of starting. it is a 
mechanism for a series of changing deci-
sions. it should provide enough that is fixed 
to promote confidence in the outcome, but 
enough that isn’t to allow for development 
and change. Providing enough flexibility for 
changes of mind must be balanced with suf-
ficient prescription to give the community 
confidence in the quality of the outcome.

We also look at the issue of tall buildings 
and how they contribute to their context. 
comparing the groundscape of the bell 
tower at Pisa with that of Lucca revealed 
some surprising inferences that reflect on 
the relationship of the Gherkin to the shard. 
Whatever the quality of the architecture, 
one is hermetic and pulls back from the city 
fabric while the other manages a successful 

integration with both its plan and its cross 
section.

in the year since we won our award, we 
have in this book produced a personal view. 
it is neither a text-book nor a primer. it is a 
series of reflections that grow out of experi-
ence. it is more about lessons learned than it 
is about ideology. and reassuringly, we have 
found it goes all the way back to where our 
sensibilities about urban design began from 
when we were students, our first jobs and 
those first competitions. 

The conversations continue, and there 
are already subjects we wished we might 
have included. We are fascinated by what 
makes a city feel consistent, and what 
the difference is between compliance and 
conformity. We have found we have become 
more open-minded on some things but more 
closed about others. We have concluded that 
major new plans or buildings for a city should 
be made to answer some direct questions, to 
better define their contribution to the urban 
fabric, their context and their anticipated 
future. We believe that every building has a 
consequence and it should be demonstrable 
what its design has not only learned from its 
context but how it will contribute to it.

conservation should be less about pres-
ervation and more about the management of 
change. change provokes development and, 
without it, we would not have the history we 
have inherited. development is more often 
than not driven by profit, but with profit 
should come responsibility and we have a 
particular view that such responsibility must 
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include a relationship with the city, and that 
requires urban design.

on 17 February 2014 a three-part televi-
sion series began on the work of the five 
1930s born architects who put modern Brit-
ish architecture on the map; The Brits who 
Built the Modern World was also the subject 
of an exhibition at the riBa and it rightly 
celebrated the work of our heroic high-tech 
generation. That game-changing approach 
of single-issue problem-solving has for a 
generation, however, eclipsed the gentler art 
of city making. 

i optimistically anticipate that we have 
moved past the era of design as a one-liner 
and into the more complex and perhaps more 
modest world of place-making. and it is my 
hope that we will all have enjoyed the series 
and all its magnificent daring-do-ness, but 
that we looked at it with a clear-sighted and 
critical eye. enjoy the breathtaking confi-
dence in the invention of new typologies, but 

please remember that future generations 
will be defined by their cities rather than the 
objects they find in them. 

That is why we value what the UdG 
promotes. it leads, in my view, a more mod-
est, less bombastic and more subtle view of 
designing places. it isn’t against change. nor 
is it against invention. it is about focusing 
attention on those issues that make our cities 
better. The buildings in the above mentioned 
TV programme may be entertaining and 
enjoyable, but they are a distraction from this 
essential task. it is a task in which we wish 
to be involved and it is a task that, for us, is 
even more focused since we won last year’s 
award. We are grateful for the confidence the 
award gave us to research a book and we are 
grateful for the provocation it gave us to think 
more effectively about what it is we do. and 
i would like to think that at the end of this 
year, we can call ourselves not just architects 
but urban designers.•

great minds think 
Alike
Louise Thomas summarises 
the findings from the 2014 
Readership Survey

every five years, the editorial Board for Urban 
Design initiates a review of the journal’s 
design and content in order to check that 
it remains valuable and interesting to UdG 
members. The most recent review in april 
2014 elicited some innovative ideas as well 
as endorsements for current features in the 
publication, from just over 130 readers. The 
invitation to participate went to all UdG 
members as well as subscribers to Urban Up-
date, which revealed the different ways that 
people use the UdG’s resources in print and 
online. of those responding to the survey, 52 
per cent were individual UdG members, 18 
per cent recognised Practitioners, and a fur-
ther 13 per cent other types of member, with 
just 17 per cent not members at all.

ReADeRs’ eXPeRtIse
For the first time, the survey asked about 
the type of work that people are engaged 
in, to ensure that the articles are relevant to 
readers. The range of work described is sum-
marised in the bar chart and includes mas-
terplanning and urban design frameworks, 
site or area specific development briefs, 
consultation and facilitation. 

ReADIng URBAn DesIgn
an area of growing interest in publishing is 
the relationship between printed material 
and online access, and readers were asked: 
how they read the journal, whether group 
members receive and effectively circulate 
their copies, whether readers refer people 
to articles and how they do this, and which 
of the UdG’s other resources are regularly 
accessed. This revealed that the majority 
of readers skim and then read most of the 
articles, carrying a hard copy with them to 
read in a leisurely manner. Many respondents 
use the online PdF copies to refer others to 
articles, but more should be done to make it 
searchable. Urban Update, the e-bulletin, is 
a popular resource for keeping up to date, as 
it covers a wide array of topics and interests; 
and most group members prefer to have their 
own copies of Urban Design to keep as well 
as the main office copy. 

PoPUlAR seCtIons
all sections of the current journal format 
were very favourably rated as being of value 
from time to time (like the indexes at the 
rear) or very valuable such as the main topic 
articles, book reviews and shortlisted award 
pages. The journal is perceived to be not so 
serious as to be boring, but lively and clear. 
The design of the journal is also appreciated 
with a few comments on the size of font used, 
especially for image captions; the recent 
changes to the news and interview pages 
were welcomed. 

neW IDeAs to CoVeR
There were many ideas about new topics, 
with over forty respondents keen to help the 
editorial Board to develop them further; this 
will be followed up in the coming months. 
The highlights were: the state of urban design 
in local authorities; the link with conservation 
skills and public sector-led design initiatives; 
design advice and review; new approaches to 
viability, funding mechanisms and deliver-
ability and how to design for these; urban de-
sign in private land owner-led development; 
housing and the public realm in relation to 
house builders and affordable housing pro-
viders; reviewing older schemes for design 
and maintenance lessons; urban renaissance 
and lifetime neighbourhoods; cooperative 
development types; health, well-being and 
the physical environment; water sensitive, 
flooding defensive and extreme climate 
design; open space typologies and trade-offs; 
rural and non-city urban design; and a focus 
on the Us, Brazil, india, russia, south africa 
or Mexico.

There were also interesting proposals 
for a page dedicated to photographs from 
new developments around the world, plus 
in-depth case studies of completed pro-
ject from the brief to the specification, plus 
benchmarking good places to visit creating a 
library. For ideas about interviewees, a new 
direction could be talking to those for whom 
urban design is not a priority – a challenge to 
think – so developers, wider local authority 
teams or politicians. 

Many thanks to all who contributed to 
this survey and we hope to get in touch with 
you in the coming months to follow through 
the suggestions offered.

• Louise Thomas

←← Cover of Fabric of Place 
© Nick Guttridge
↙King's Cross Granary 
Square proposal
↓The Mound, Edinburgh
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Urban Design Interview

Urban Design 
Interview: What does 
Urban Design mean 
to me? 
Peter Kelly

Current position and work
senior Planner (Urban design), London  
Borough of camden

education
Ma Urban design, cardiff University (2006), 
Bsc city and regional Planning, cardiff Uni-
versity (2005)

Past experience 
allies and Morrison Urban Practitioners 
(2008 – 2012)
Urban initiatives (2006 – 2008) 
Middlesbrough council (2005)

Ambitions
Keep learning about people, places and my-
self. cycle the west coast of america. Find my 
place. enjoy the journey.

specialisms 
strategic frameworks and masterplans
capacity and feasibility studies
community involvement.

↑ Early inspiration – Jane Jacobs, Jason Hawkes, 
Jan Gehl, Roger Dean, Enrique Peñalosa, William H. 
Whyte, Malvina Reynolds, John Betjeman, Sim City.

↑ Berlin – Nature invited in on its own terms.  A 
relaxed, unmanicured, peaceful city : human and 
natural shoots have been given space to grow.

↑ Overlooked 70s icon – You have sat on this bench. 
It’s been around for so long that it has become a 
part of the national furniture.  

↑ What urban design might be like in the future 
– we could facilitate organic development 
processes instead of approximating their results.

↑ Endangered cities – exciting, messy unplanned 
and unplannable places that give rise to unique 
experiences. 

↑ ‘Under neon loneliness’. Sterile detachment from 
locality and reality – paying for things we desire 
with regrettable, inhuman development... again.

↑ Highlighting a neglected barrier and huge 
opportunity – Reimagining Horsham’s inner bypass 
(Urban Practitioners, 2011).

↑ Being seduced by Scandinavian cities. 
Confidence in change that comes when good 
places become part of social identity. 

↑ Bergen – A human habitat in perfect equilibrium.  
A balance of new and old, man-made and natural, 
planned and organic, good and bad, water and oil.
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the Urban Design 
library # 12
Colin Rowe and Fred Koetter: 
Collage City, MIT Press, 1978 

‘i’m not proposing anything more than quite 
crude antitheses and parables’, colin rowe 
once proclaimed. indeed, the entire project 
of Collage City can be read as a hinge be-
tween antitheses, some psychological and 
philosophical, others very much grounded in 
empirical experience and contingency. From 
the cover image of a historically bisected 
figure-ground plan of Wiesbaden circa 1900, 
to the final sentence of their thesis sug-
gesting that collage is capable of at once 
‘supporting the utopian illusion of change-
lessness and finality’ as well as ‘a reality of 
change, motion, action and history’, colin 
rowe and Fred Koetter’s Collage City rep-
resents a tautly stretched position between 
always shifting polarities that is a hallmark 
of postmodern theory, although not the 
superficial postmodernism for which it has 
at times been blamed. itself a pivot between 
past and future, to consider their thesis from 
our present perspective forces us to operate 
yet another hinge, and its ability to stimulate 
seems inexhaustible. 

Published in 1978, Collage City took the 
form of both genealogy and reconstruction. 
There are five chapters in the book, before 
which is an introduction and after which an 
excursus. in seven total parts, then, the first 
three might be seen as disclosing the falla-
cies and failures of modern architecture and 
urban theory through a genealogical critique 
of its philosophical roots and inherited at-
titudes; the final three parts are scarcely so 
negative, unabashedly propositional in their 
proposal of the collage technique to appease 
and resolve such failures, and yet avoid being 

wholly prescriptive. The first half of Collage 
City is genealogical and retrospective. The 
second half is reconstructive and projective. 
The child is scolded, asked what he’s learned 
from his mistake, and released to go play. 
so, chapter three (part four of seven total) 
comes at the pivotal middle point of the 
book. 

This hinge in the book titled ‘crisis of the 
object: Predicament of Texture’ may also 
be most relevant to present architecture 
and urban debates. it is here that rowe and 
Koetter both damn and applaud their chosen 
examples, and it is probably where they are 
at their best. Two years before Collage City 
was published, rowe presented a rough 
version of this chapter at a lecture event in 
London, where he posed a comparison that 
never made it into the book: Mies van der 
rohe’s design for the Library and administra-
tion building at i.i.T. was shown next to the 
courtyard of the ducal Palace in Urbino, the 
former for its ‘convex, masculine, protruding’ 
outer corner, the latter for its ‘concave, femi-
nine, cradling’ inner corner. For rowe, this 
was the ‘object fixation’ of modern architec-
ture. Under the determinism of science and 
rationality, modern architecture and urban 
design were shown to have viewed space as 
a flat and empty void in which (and on top of 
which) to place objects. By contrast, older 
urban examples revealed a relative disinter-
est in objects in favor of public space. The 
modern produced isolated masses calling 
attention to themselves; the pre-modern 
yielded to contextual conditions with a rela-
tive modesty reflected in plan. The former 
was efficient, planned and ordered. The latter 
was inefficient, contingent and chaotic. and 
so the parade of figure-ground plans ensue, 
and such are the characteristic comparisons, 
respectively, of the Palazzo Farnese and 
Palazzo Borghese, the Villa savoye and the 
Hotel de Beauvais, Louis XiV’s Versailles and 
Hadrian’s Villa, eastern and western Wies-
baden (the cover image), and, in essence, 
the Greek acropolis and the roman Forum. 
Present-day parallels abound, and one prob-
ably need not say any more than dubai. 

But it was not one of these polarities that 
was desired by the authors, rather a produc-
tive tension between the two. referenc-
ing Pablo Picasso’s first collage piece from 
1912, rowe and Koetter begin their theory 
of collage as a method for more stimulating 
and engaging urban design. or, borrowing 
from claude Lévi-strauss, the authors were 
seeking that excitement ‘between structure 
and event, necessity and contingency, the 
internal and the external’ so defined by the 

very hinge that architecture operates be-
tween order and chaos, the artificial and the 
natural. crucially, this should not be seen as 
an attempt at synthesis. 

More accurately, as rowe once put it: 
‘How does the new invade the old and how 
does the old invade the new? By the late 
1970s other influential books such as jane 
jacob’s The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities (1961) and robert Venturi’s Complex-
ity and Contradiction in Architecture (1966) 
had already enjoyed wide readership. But if 
Venturi was observational, then rowe and 
Koetter were critically therapeutic. The ten-
sion between antitheses, the hinge between 
past and future always at play in collage 
city, forces each of us, every time we revisit 
the book, to grapple with the issues of our 
present, and in this way it will always warrant 
another read.

ReAD on
rem Koolhaas; Delirious New York (Monacelli 
Press,1978)  
colin rowe;  The Architecture of Good Inten-
tions: Towards a Possible Retrospect (Wiley, 
1994)
Vittoria de Palma, diana Periton, Marina 
Lathouri, eds.; Intimate Metropolis: Urban 
Subjects in the Modern City (routledge, 
2008)

• Braden Engel is Undergraduate History + 
Theory Coordinator in Architecture at the Academy 
of Art University, San Francisco, PhD Candidate at 
Leeds Metropolitan (Beckett) University
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ReConneCtIng A RIVeRFRont WIth Its CItY
Fergus Browne and David Jordan campaign for positive change along Dublin’s  
Liffey Quays

The river Liffey can be simultaneously 
described as both a connecter and a 
divider. Whilst it has physically and 
symbolically divided Dublin into north 
and south, it also functions as one of 
the key connectors within the city. As 
the most defining feature of Dublin’s 
legibility, it is a unique space in the capital. 
Despite this, it is a space we consider to 
have been left behind in recent years. 
During a period when many ostentatious 
developments were proposed along the 
river, the public realm of the historic quays 
was overlooked, remaining in a general 
state of shabbiness and engineered to 
accommodate and maximise the flow of 
traffic. This was in contrast to the urban 
regeneration of the city’s docklands to the 
east, where considerable improvements in 
the public realm occurred. 

It was this poor state and 
understanding of the historic quays’ public 
realm and its disconnection from Dublin 
docklands which provided the impetus 
for the commencement of the project in 
2010. We considered that there was an 
overwhelming need for a creative vision 
to effect positive change along the Liffey 
corridor. By constructing such a design-led 
vision for the quays, the project created 
a medium to encourage conversation 
and debate on the future of Dublin’s 
most important public spaces. It also 
demonstrated how a design-led approach 
should be intrinsically embedded 
within the current planning system in 
Ireland, from first principles to practical 
implementation. 

the APPRoACh
We embarked on the 21st Century Liffey 
project in the midst of a deep economic 
crisis, yet despite this or rather because 
of it, we felt that it was the optimal time 
for exploring the Liffey Quays’ future 
potential. In order for the project to make 
a meaningful contribution, a dialogue 
was initiated with Dublin City Council 

and other key stakeholders early in 
the process. This enabled a wide range 
of views and opinions to be taken into 
consideration when evaluating the quays. 

We first undertook an urban quality 
survey which adopted a hybrid method 
blending a data-based evaluation with 
various techniques based on urban design 
theories, to achieve a comprehensive 
appraisal of this quintessential Dublin 
setting. Our objective for this phase was to 
present our findings in a visually creative 
and user-friendly manner. We felt that the 
traditional means of focusing so much 
on the written report and its associated 
jargon have the unfortunate effect of 
disengaging people from the process. A 
good example of how we dealt with this 
issue was to convey the extent of public 
desensitisation to poor quality urban 
space, by graphically visualising images of 
street clutter along the river. This exercise 
in ‘painting the Quays red’ has proven 
extremely effective in proactively engaging 
with people as to the plight of the Liffey 
Quays, where we are currently witnessing 
a phenomenon of addition when it comes 
to street furniture. 

The second and final stage of the project 
sought to draw on the findings of the 
survey by again using visually stimulating 
and informative graphics to illustrate 
a design-led vision for the future of the 
Liffey Quays. Critically, we considered that 
the final outputs and designs were less 
important than the process and legacy it 
produced. For example, liaising with the 
City Council proved to be very successful, 
as our project was included as part of the 
Dublin’s first ever Public Realm Strategy 
where it stated that the project’s outputs 
would inform a statutory Local Area 
Plan (LAP) for the quays. This outcome 
shows the possibilities and potential for 
independently-led research in Dublin to 
contribute towards the future shaping of 
the city. 

the Rooms AnD CoRRIDoRs 
ConCePt
The findings of the evaluation enabled 
a full appreciation of the contextual 
significance that the river Liffey plays in 
the wider urban region, demonstrating it 
to be the common denominator linking 
park, city and bay. We see the potential 
of the Liffey to act as a conduit, drawing 
Dublin Bay inwards towards the city and 
threading the Phoenix Park through the 
city along its historic quaysides. This 
blurring of boundaries can only be realised 
through thoughtful design, which would 
promote increased interaction between 
people and water. Underpinning the 
development of the urban design vision 
for the river was the understanding that 
the Liffey corridor forms a boulevard, 
where the space on a quay is bound not 
by the river, but by the building façade 
on the opposite quay. Within this spatial 
and visual envelope the river is the central 
point of focus – a valuable asset – not a 
leftover and forgotten entity. Along this 
Liffey Boulevard, we envisage the space 
on the quays becoming a mise-en-scène 
where the Liffey corridor is the stage of 
the city displaying a responsive, people-
centred public realm which showcases 
a series of creative art installations and 
activities. 

So how does one make the 
transformation from this theoretical 
boulevard to a real Liffey Boulevard? For 
us the answer lies in the development 
of a visionary design strategy, which 
can be both applied to this vast corridor 
in the generality, but be also workable 
for individual spaces along the quays. 
This is the essence of the Rooms and 
Corridors Strategy. The rooms and 
corridors idea draws on the work of 19th 
century urbanist Camillo Sitte whose 
understanding that a city’s structure is 
composed of a choreographic succession 
of linear connections, built form, and 
open spaces was fundamental in sparking 
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the birth of modern city planning. This 
awareness of the importance of continuity 
in the urban scene is critical for applying 
an appropriate design-led scheme to 
the quays, which are essentially a linear 
sequence of connected spaces. 

The idea behind developing a series 
of rooms also draws on the results of 
surveys which found that pedestrians in 
Dublin city centre considered walking 
along the Liffey to be long, monotonous 
and generally uninspiring. A response 
was therefore needed to create defined 
punctual spaces or areas of interest along 
the quays while also respecting its linear 
character. 

This is where the notion of the room 
becomes central to the vision. The room 
itself would be a focal point, developed at 
opportune locations, for example in front 
of a landmark building or where the built 
form is set back enough to allow for such a 
space to be developed. The rooms however 
would not act in isolation as the corridor, a 
crucial structuring element, links them to 
each other. 

eXPloRIng some Rooms AnD 
CoRRIDoRs
The holistic approach of the Rooms and 
Corridors Strategy is perhaps best seen 
in how it could link the identified rooms 
of O’Connell Bridge and Customs House 
Quay West, two of the most important, 
yet sadly neglected spaces in the city, via 
the corridors of Burgh and Eden Quays. 
In this way, the design strategy sought 
to connect these rooms not only locally 
but also at a more strategic sub-regional 
level, addressing the greater divide 
between the city centre and docklands/
Dublin Bay. The creation of a mise-en-
scène on the Liffey Quays is also realised 
as both the rooms and corridors would 
demonstrate their ability not only to have 
a functional use, but also to be a stage 
for works of public art or exhibitions. 
Our conceptual redesign of the O’Connell 
Bridge Room sees the placement of a 
plinth at the intersection of the D’Olier 
Street/Westmoreland Street axes to 
accommodate public art. By creating a 
stage for art at the most prominent place 
in the room, the idea of the mise-en-scène 
is expressed in a fun and contemporary 
manner. The concept draws its inspiration 
from the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square 
and is designed so that the installation is 
temporary, to be replaced on a continuous 

basis. Utilising the same design-led 
approach, the south-facing space or 
room in front of the Custom House has 
been re-imagined as a venue for the city, 
becoming a pedestrian plaza, a place for 
gatherings and events throughout the year. 
Designed to cater for both pedestrians and 
cyclists in an informal manner, inspiration 
was drawn from classical European city 
squares and piazzas.

A DesIgn-leD APPRoACh 
There is extreme competition for space 
along the quays and with this, comes a 
plethora of conflicting views as to how 
space should be designed and operated. 
Perhaps the greatest threat to the future of 
the Liffey Quays is the fact that this debate 
over the use of space is being conducted 
within a visionless vacuum – the absence 
of a spatial and design strategy for 
the Liffey corridor. This project has 
championed how such an urban design-led 
approach can respond to these challenges, 
by promoting inclusivity and integration 
in the planning process. 

The time has come for a daring and 
creative response to this challenge for 
Dublin. In essence two approaches can 
be applied to the Liffey Quays: utility 
or passion. The utilitarian approach 
currently witnessed, has resulted in 

unchanged quays in an ever-changing city. 
A passionate approach must be adopted 
for the quays to become the central 
amenity that 21st century Dublin both 
needs and deserves. To this end, we call for 
the adoption of an urban design-centred 
methodology, which should be integral to 
the future planning of the city spaces and 
not considered a garnish or afterthought. 

In order for this to occur, a new people-
focused urban paradigm needs to be fully 
embraced and invested in by authorities, 
leaders and the general public. While 
we acknowledge that an awareness and 
appreciation of the role of design has 
improved in recent years, what is needed 
now is for the rhetoric to translate into the 
heart of the planning and design processes 
in Ireland. Only then will we create 
inspiring and prosperous public spaces 
that residents and visitors alike will enjoy 
and cherish. 

• Fergus Browne and David Jordan are Dublin 
based urban designers and planners.

← Rooms identified along 
the Liffey
→ O’Connell Plinth
↘ Painting the Quays red
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smell AnD the CItY
Victoria Henshaw takes a step towards a more sensory urbanism

In my work, I explore people’s smell 
experiences and perceptions in urban 
environments and undertake ‘smellwalks’ 
in cities around the world, a practice 
which involves walking with individuals or 
groups through different urban areas and 
focusing upon the detected smells. 

Unlike visual aspects of the 
environment, such as the protection of 
historic views or skylines, the majority 
of legislation or policy relating to urban 
smellscapes places emphasis on the 
control of odour emissions rather than 
highlighting any potentially positive roles 
smell might play. One notable exception 
is a policy introduced by the Japanese 
Ministry for the Environment identifying 
the role of ‘good fragrance’ as well as the 
management of offensive odours, in a 
high quality environment. The Japanese 
government co-ordinated an initiative 
encouraging local citizens ‘to participate 
voluntarily in local activities to understand 
the importance of preserving a good odour 
environment’. One hundred sites of good 
fragrance were identified across Japan as 
a result including urban odours such as 
the ‘early morning market and traditional 
cityscape of Hida Takayama’, ‘the scents 
of liquor and soy sauce from Kurayoshi 
white mudwall storehouses’ and ‘Kanda’s 
streets of used bookstores’ in Tokyo. In 
identifying these sites, government and 
local citizens made visible the presence of 
these odours, and in doing so increased 
the likelihood of their consideration in 
future developments. 

smellsCAPes
A number of artists and designers are 
undertaking inspiring work identifying 
place-associated odours. UK based 
sensory designer Kate McLean has 
trail-blazed her way onto the mapping 
scene with her ‘smellmaps’ of cities such 
as Glasgow and Edinburgh, and artist 
Victoria Jones worked with The South 
London Underground Department of 
Effluence in collecting, recreating and 
exhibiting sewer-fats with the distinctive 
odours of London neighbourhoods. In 
2013, students at the Manchester School 
of Architecture explored relationships 
between experiences of Manchester sites 
and their odours. Examined areas included 
the distinctive and widely liked food-
dominated smellscapes of Rusholme’s 
Curry Mile through to the fusty ammonia 
odours under the railway arches, the 
traffic fumes, grass and waste of Piccadilly 
Gardens and commercial scents in and 
around Manchester’s Arndale Centre. 
In exploring odours of these sites, the 
students found smells to be associated 
with particular types of places and 
identified high and low points in the smell 
and wider sensory environments in cities. 

So what factors influence the smell of 
our cities today and how might we better 
incorporate smell considerations in 
sustainable cities of the future? Clearly, 
urban smellscapes today are very different 
from those of the past, largely a result of 
odour management strategies that have: 
•  separated smells away from the city (eg. 

heavy industries, waste water facilities, 
abattoirs) or away from source through 
elaborate ventilation systems

•  deodorised environments via waste 
management systems and cleansing 
activities

•  masked existing odours with others (eg. 
odours of traffic overlaying those of 
local vegetation)

•  scented urban environments, (eg. 
through the use of scented cleaning 
fluids). 

DesIgnIng WIth smell
Scenting is increasingly common today, 
with synthetic odours introduced into 
the street via diffusion systems emitting 
odours of perfumes or food products, or 
as part of outdoor commercial advertising 
campaigns supported by new scent 
emitting technologies such as the smell-
emitting bus-stops located up and down 

smells FoR sUCCess
Those with an eye for detail might 
have read the design section of online 
planning guidance recently and spotted 
this advice on creating attractive places: 
‘The way a place looks, sounds, feels and 
smells affect its attractiveness and long 
term success’. Similarly, in 2010 English 
Heritage suggested that when carrying 
out assessments of historic areas ‘…
static visual attributes are supplemented 
or modified by a range of other factors 
derived largely from movement, sounds 
and smells, including … perfumes arising 
from gardens and the smell of certain 
industrial processes or effluents’.

As urban designers, when we think 
about designing cities for people, we 
talk about designing at a human scale, 
protecting and enhancing local design 
traditions, creating places where people 
of all backgrounds and cultures can 
access, enjoy and participate in civic 
activities, as well as areas to escape the 
stresses and strains of urban life. As a 
profession, we have a range of tools and 
techniques at our disposal to assist in 
unravelling the intricate factors that 
together create unique places in the city. 
Despite this, we often fail to acknowledge 
opportunities and challenges presented 
by less visible factors. Smell has been 
associated over time with predominantly 
negative city experiences, but as more has 
become known about this sense, there 
are indications that urban policy makers 
and designers are considering olfactory 
opportunities with a fresh frame of mind. 
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the country. Scenting also made a brief 
appearance in the original Urban Design 
Compendium 2000 on designing high 
quality urban realm. The Compendium 
posed the question ‘What scents can be 
added?’ and explained: 

‘The experience of a place can be 
heightened by its aromas – whether the 
scent of flowers, coffee or fresh bread. 
Even if unpleasant to some, others may 
consider certain smells to provide the 
essence of a place – such as the smell of 
yeast reflecting the presence of a brewery. 
Birmingham's Brindley Place, for instance, 
combines the sound of water from 
fountains and an aromatic coffee shop, 
which draws people into its centre and 
creates a lively source of activity’. 

Given the relatively recent emergence 
of commercial scenting practices, 
regulation and guidance for their use 
is limited, but the way people think 
about such practices varies significantly 
depending upon where and when they 
are detected. Opportunities are therefore 
presented in thinking about smell 
characteristics of a site, neighbourhood 
or even whole city when developing city 
design statements or policies. Public 
transport poses particular smell issues, 
and many of those I have interviewed 
cited the lingering smells and stale air, 
odours of other passengers and whiffs of 
the transport itself as a major dislike when 
travelling on buses, trains or underground 
network systems. The Parisian Metro 
system attempted to overcome this issue 
by piping in a particular scent named 
madeleine, in honour of Proust’s famous 
recollections of memories past. 

A more proactive approach to smell 
in urban design is not centred upon the 
application of synthetic odours as though 
the city is an odourless canvas, but rather 
it is one which recognises existing smells 
in the city, is based upon local responses to 
and interpretations of those aromas, and 
works with these. Given that most schemes 
fail to acknowledge the existence of any 
locally meaningful smells, new smell 
environments are created as a coming 
together of a range of factors or activities, 
rather than being a designed end-result. 
A more sensory urbanism would explore 
and respond to the sensory impacts of 
policies such as those of the café culture, 
the 24-hour city, the widespread closure 
of public toilets and the smoking ban. It 
would also respond to the benefits that 

smells offer when designing places and 
spaces in the city. 

Strong smells, good and bad can 
present opportunities in city legibility, 
such as is the case with a fortune cookie 
shop in Seattle’s International District, 
a basement restaurant emitting odours 
into the street in Doncaster Town Centre, 
Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar and a perfumed 
fountain in Grasse, France; so, it is worth 
thinking about this when redesigning 
particular areas or streets. A more sensory 
approach to urban design also considers 
the role of wind movement and materials 
in influencing experiences of the smell 
environment. Stronger wind-flow in 
heavily trafficked streets is beneficial for 
dispersing and reducing the concentration 
of traffic fumes, whereas smells can be 
captured and enhanced within enclosed 
areas, adding to the feel or ambiance of an 
area. 

Plants frequently lack scents when 
placed in town centres. Instead, vegetation 
is often selected for its hardwearing 
and evergreen nature, whilst brighter, 
stronger smelling plants are planted in 
areas where people are unable to detect 
them, such as in hanging planters or 
boxes in the central reservations of busy 
roads. Water also plays an important 
role in urban smellscapes with coastal 
towns and those with waterways running 
through gaining maximum benefits. In my 
research I found that in Manchester City 
Centre, where green space in the heart of 
the city is limited, the city’s waterways 
provide an opportunity to get away from 
the hustle and bustle of city life, and smell 
plays a contributory factor in the relaxed 
atmosphere. Studies have also shown 
that the very presence of a water-feature 
improves people’s perceptions of the air 
quality in a particular area and the same is 
true of the smellscape – water can play a 
very positive role, in addition to the more 
negative smells of stagnant or drain water 
more commonly associated with cities. 

Such an approach does not require 
vast sums of additional resources and 
expenditure but rather can easily be 
accommodated in existing design 
practices and place-making activities. 
In opening our minds to the possibilities 
presented by smell, we are able to rethink 
our towns and cities and the challenges 
they face, and to draw attention to key 
urban issues such as air quality and the 
use of public transport, public health, 

social inclusion and achieving the fine 
balance between public and private space 
in the city. So next time you walk down the 
street, have a sniff and see what you can 
smell; you may be surprised!

• Victoria Henshaw is a lecturer in Urban Design 
and Planning at the University of Sheffield, and 
author of Urban Smellscapes: Understanding  
and Designing City Smell Environments (Routledge 
2013)

← Mapping the smells of 
Manchester Arndale Centre 
© Hoi Ki Chu 

↓ The Smellscape of 
Rusholme’s Curry Mile  
© Christina Lipcheva 
↓↓ Air flow movement  
© Victoria Henshaw 
↓↓↓ Kate McLean’s 
smellmap of Edinburgh 
©katemclean
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Topic

It has been almost 20 years 

(Issue 55, July 1995) since Urban 

Design devoted a whole issue to 

dealing with the challenges and 

opportunities presented by one of 

the most fascinating edge conditions 

an urban designer can work with – 

land and water.

Being based on the island that is 

the UK, the majority of us can expect 

to have to work with water in one of 

its many guises at some point in our 

careers, and the huge variety of its 

forms adds to the challenge. Rivers, 

lakes, or coasts, they all have their 

own unique requirements: primarily, 

to successfully combine those of 

an only partially permeable edge 

with spaces that are visually open 

and attractive to a huge range of 

users, with a large array of facilities 

often linked to important economic 

activities such as shipping and 

transport, which therefore have 

very specific technical operational 

requirements.

With this in mind, the intention for 

this issue was not only to showcase 

current projects in the waterfront 

environment, but also to provide 

introductory articles on technical 

topics, which whilst not exhaustive, 

will hopefully provide a starting 

point for those wishing to develop a 

more detailed understanding of this 

fascinating area of work.

DesIgnIng on the 
WAteRFRont
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In the 1995 waterfront edition, 

the focus was solely on UK based 

projects: looking at strategies 

for Exeter, Cardiff and Bristol, 

the challenges of developing a 

holistic approach to the Thames 

corridor and the work of the 

Urban Development Corporations 

in waterfront settings in the 

London Docklands, Merseyside 

and Plymouth. In this edition we 

reflect the changing nature of the 

membership of the Urban Design 

Group and its work in the waterfront 

environment by including both UK 

and international projects.

The challenges of working with 

a large scale mixed use waterfront 

environment, with significant 

transport issues as well as a 

multitude of facilities, is clearly 

shown in the Port of Beirut project. 

Portsmouth City Council’s work to 

develop a masterplan to encourage 

private investment and guide 

publicly funded interventions, is a 

fascinating example of working with 

an edge which is simultaneously a 

route, a node and a destination in 

its own right. In Taunton, the focus 

was on using the river as a route 

to link, define and focus spaces 

within the town centre as part of a 

regeneration agenda. At the other 

end of the spectrum, the team for 

Porto Montenegro was developing 

a new settlement focused around 

creating a luxury destination for 

super yachts, where commercial 

success demanded a combination of 

high quality forms and functions.

Finally, at a much smaller scale, 

two schemes in France highlight 

the problems of declining seaside 

resorts with Atlantic rather than 

Mediterranean climates. Relatively 

modest interventions, supported by 

the local community and the local 

authority, can improve the fortunes 

of such towns.

As all of the teams working on 

these projects will attest, designers 

can be asked to incorporate 

many development features which 

they may not be fully conversant 

with, such as the operational 

requirements of marinas, ferry 

terminus, slipways and boat yards, 

to name but a few. Two articles 

introduce the key design challenges 

and opportunities that practitioners 

should be aware of, and review the 

emerging marina planning process 

in the UK. This should hopefully 

provide food for thought about how 

to create functionally successful 

waterfront environments, and 

enable designers to engage with 

the technical aspects of the marine 

environment.

• Jody Slater
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The waterfront environment presents the urban 
designer with many unique challenges. In the UK 
over three million people live on the 11,073 miles of 
mainland coastline, but for many urban designers, 
like the rest of the population, the extent of their 
interaction with the waterfront environment is 
limited to picnics on the beach, seaside walks and 
the occasional trip to a ferry terminal. However, 
with the marine leisure, super yacht and small 
commercial marine industry in the UK worth £2.9 
billion a year and rising, and employing upward of 
30,000 people, waterfront environments are not 
an area the urban design profession can afford to 
ignore.

So what is a professional to do when faced with 
a job that includes one (or several) of the many 
technical facilities that the waterfront environment 
such as marinas, launch ramps, resorts, public 
quays, boatyards, water sports centres, without 
even mentioning the really big stuff – cargo 
ports, ferry terminals, naval yards and oil and 
gas terminals? This article aims to review the key 
challenges to watch out for in order to ensure that 

the master planning process adds value through 
identifying and working with key constraints 
early, rather than glossing over them, which only 
adds time, cost and client frustration. The focus 
will primarily be on the challenges of including 
the smaller scale technical functions which most 
practitioners will regularly come into contact 
within the mixed use waterfront environment. It is 
to be hoped that those designing a cargo port would 
be experts! This is not a technical guide, nor is it 
exhaustive, but hopefully it will provide a useful 
introduction for landlubbers on how to successfully 
include many of the unique facilities found in the 
marine environment.

KeY ChAllenges
Whilst the interface of public access and private 
land holdings is a key issue across many forms 
of development, it is particularly so within the 
waterfront environment. In England, Natural 
England is working with the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to provide 
complete access to the entire English coastline 

oPPoRtUnItIes AnD 
ChAllenges
Jody Slater offers advice to urban designers involved in 
the waterfront environment

↑ Saranda, Albania: 
combining cruise terminal, 
ferry terminus and industrial 
port facilities 
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through the development of the England Coastal 
Path (http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/
access/coastalaccess). Clearly the benefits of 
this precedent from an urban design perspective 
are significant, particularly in urban areas, with 
through routes providing activity, increasing 
security, and clear routing along a legible edge, 
but the realities of providing this are fraught with 
difficulty. Whilst many waterfront facilities may 
have or actively benefit from public access, such as 
marina facilities that include commercial facilities 
like restaurants and shops, others such as boatyards 
where there are security and safety issues, are likely 
to be more problematic. Early appraisal of existing 
rights of way and the benefits and challenges of 
public access for particular facilities will ensure 
that schemes make a positive contribution to 
permeability and access to the waterfront.

Many urban designers will be involved in the 
early stages of a project, where concepts and 
options are developed before technical design 
experts are appointed. At this stage, it is critical 
to understand the market because those early 
scribbles can often be rapidly developed into 
detailed designs, and an idea can easily become part 
of the fabric of a scheme, with little thought having 
been given to whether there is really a market for 
it. Whilst it is always hoped that the design team 
will be well supported by technical specialists with 
an in-depth knowledge of the local marine market, 
it will pay dividends to ensure that that designers 
do their own research, if for no other reason than 
concept drawings look rather foolish if they’ve got 
entirely the wrong sort of boat in them. Many of us 
will have seen amazing computer generated images 
of huge super yachts in beautiful marinas in the 
Gulf. It all looks great, but even pre-crash, there 
was a very small market for super yacht berths. 
The reality is that the market is for far smaller day 
boats, which invariably need boatyard support and 
yet boatyards are rarely included in those schemes: 
that is partly why they’ve never progressed beyond 
the drawing board. Like any type of specialist 
development, but particularly in an environment 
where so few people have any genuine first hand 
experience, early interaction with stakeholders 
will be very helpful. Taking the time to properly 
understand what facilities and business can 
co-locate and the operational needs of what is being 
proposed will avoid the embarrassment of looking 
blankly when asked, having done a detailed design 
that includes a boatyard, how exactly the travel 
hoist is going to turn in that tiny space drawn for it!

One of the most basic and often missed 
opportunities to set a marine project off on the 
right foot is establishing baseline physical data. 
Many urban designers focus on the land-side 
opportunities, because this is what they are familiar 
with, but ignore the water-based aspects at their 
peril. Ideally a project will have a specialist or 
stakeholder on board who will collate this data, 
but if the designers are on their own, ensuring that 
they understand the basics of tidal range, water 
depths & prevailing wind direction, environmental 
designations, and land ownerships, will be time well 
spent. The basic reasons for collecting this data are:
•  Tidal range, water depth & prevailing wind 

direction: a large tidal range, deep water, strong 
currents and a tricky prevailing wind direction, 
will require an engineering solution that includes 

↑ Universal Marina, 
Hampshire: modern facilities 
such as dry stacking are a 
visual and access challenge 
↑↑ Kuwait City: an example 
of a boatyard facility cutting 
off a public route 
↑↑↑ Costa Esmeralda, 
Sardinia: the challenges of 
combining public access, 
vehicular access and super 
yacht berthing 
All images Spindrift 
Consulting
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technical facilities such as slipways or marina 
berths to be significantly more complex, larger in 
scale and more costly. If the site is exposed and 
doesn’t have existing protective land formations, 
seeking preliminary specialist engineering advice 
will certainly be of benefit in the long term. The 
cost of a day of high-level design review will be 
more than recouped in time saved later in the 
design process.

•  Environmental Designations: inter-tidal 
mudflats, spawning fish, sewage outfalls, 
migrating birds, all of these could appear and 
scupper the best laid plans if they are ignored. 
In the UK, the Environment Agency is the best 
initial port of call. Talking to them early will 
prevent costly delays later in the process.

•  Land Ownerships: approximately half of the 
UK foreshore, defined as the area between mean 
high water (MHW) and mean low water (MLW), 
and around half of the tidal riverbeds are owned 
by the Crown and managed by The Crown Estate, 
in addition to virtually the entire UK seabed 
out to 12 nautical miles. This means that in this 
country, whilst the client may own the land to the 
MHW mark, that doesn’t automatically mean that 
water access is included. Like the Environment 
Agency early contact with the Crown Estate is 
always advisable.

Getting to know the stakeholders and technical 
specialists will always ensure a smoother ride. It 
might seem obvious, but its not unusual for schemes 
to be worked-up in significant detail before anyone 
asks those on the ground for their opinion. The 
marine stores in the base of the award winning car-
park in Ocean Village, Southampton, came about 
after boat-charter firms in the marina pointed out 
that no room had been made in the new masterplan 
for the existing storage containers which were 
essential to their business. No storage containers 
means no charter businesses, which would have 
rapidly led to diminishing footfall, a lack of activity, 
and suddenly those restaurant customers wouldn’t 
have nearly as interesting a view to look out on. 
It is these small details which, whilst perhaps 
seeming tedious initially, are what will later create 
really great quality design, particularly in the 
public realm. Those marine stores now also have 
a step-free and lit direct route linking them to the 
marina and helping sailors pushing trolleys full of 
kit: form and function on the back of developing a 
more detailed understanding. Designers should not 
let a limited technical knowledge hold them back 
from seeking out information from those who do; 
the chances are that they’ll be only too happy to 
explain the needs of their particular user group. The 
alternative is to draw something that isn’t based on 
reality, only to have it designed by engineers later, 
at which point much of the value added by urban 
design, particularly in the public realm, is likely to 
be lost. 

Finally, one of the key challenges of 
masterplanning in the marine environment is 
understanding that even more than usual the 
equation of ‘cost + value added = viability’ is 
paramount. Whilst this probably seems very 
obvious to the majority of readers, it is important 
to reinforce it here, because there is often a lack 
of understanding that the costs of many of the 
nice features that are casually drawn on concept 

↑ Kuwait City: continuous 
public access route in front 
of parking and an aquarium 
↑↑ Muscat, Oman: 
combining visual 
permeability, marina security 
and public access routes 
↑↑↑ Dubrovnik, Croatia: 
small scale berthing, 
combined with public access 
route, and restaurants 
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connected to both the marine facility and the public 
realm beyond it, they can successfully appeal to 
both groups. Whilst it might sound like a cliché, the 
benefits of the opportunity to use these facilities as 
a series of beads on a string are significant. 

An additional key messages is that the waterfront 
offers the masterplanner a unique opportunity to 
provide users with a feeling of visual space without 
needing to afford them commensurate physical 
space. It is no accident that many marinas which 
include a residential element, do so in the form of 
flatted development with balconies overlooking a 
large basin or the open sea. It is possible to provide 
users with a feeling of openness and expansiveness, 
without significant land take, and in this regard it is 
a unique environment in which to design. 

ReCIPe FoR sUCCess
There are three key recommendations to help guide 
an urban designer towards successfully designing in 
a waterfront environment:
1  Collect technical data early; don’t be afraid of 

what you might not initially fully understand; 
if you have it, you can find someone to help you 
interpret it.

2  Don’t assume; whenever possible, work with 
specialists and stakeholders to fully understand 
the opportunities and constraints of the 
spatial and operational aspects of what you are 
considering.

3  Apply the same high levels of design principle 
that you would seek in any other environment, 
despite the challenges this might create, and the 
reward will be vibrancy and added value. •

plans (that marina with the big breakwater, or the 
promenade with the quay wall) have exponentially 
huge costs associated with engineering them. This 
is particularly the case with marinas. Running a 
marina as a revenue-generating land use requires 
a very specific set of market and physical location 
factors. On this basis, many schemes include 
marina facilities as a lost-leader, which provided it 
breaks even operationally, is still worth having for 
the value it adds as a destination and focal point, 
and the visual added value of activity and bringing 
water into a development. Many of these values 
are talked about in the next section identifying key 
opportunities, but those in a masterplanning role 
would be wise to remember that many technical 
marine inclusions, whilst attractive in plan view, are 
costly and must add significant value to associated 
land uses in order to justify their inclusion. 

KeY oPPoRtUnItIes
Many of the concerns related to the waterfront 
facilities, such as health and safety issues associated 
with boatyards and slipways, the privatisation of 
the waterfront around many marinas, and traffic 
issues caused by facilities such as ferry terminals, 
will give the urban designer a headache. What all 
of them generate is activity, and the beauty of that 
activity is that it can be created in two ways:
•  directly by those physically accessing the 

individual facilities
•  indirectly by those able to see it once that activity 

transfers to the water. 

The visual activity of ferries docking, children 
taking sailing lessons, yachts departing, and boats 
being lifted and repaired draws in the additional 
activity of being in a space just to watch it all 
happening. Those facilities which are so frustrating 
to incorporate, if done sympathetically, offer the 
designer great opportunities to create interactions 
for a huge range of users, both active and passive. 

In this respect, one of the best opportunities 
offered by a waterfront facility is the creation of 
a focal point, by harnessing the intrinsic activity 
of the place, and through good design, creating 
spaces that others will want to spend time in. Time 
spent understanding the ancillary facilities and 
businesses which can be co-located with technical 
waterfront facilities, gives the urban designer 
further fuel for individual spaces. For instance, 
a boatyard and marina will naturally generate a 
flow of people, but if they are combined with a well 
thought-out public route which will be popular for 
the view of marine activities along it, the footfall 
will increase and the opportunity for businesses 
such as cafés and shops will appear; if these are 

• Jody Slater of 
Spindrift Consulting is a 
masterplanning and marine
development consultant, 
specialising in marina and 
waterfront projects

One of the best opportunities 

offered by a waterfront facility is 

the creation of a focal point, by 

harnessing the intrinsic activity of 

the place, creating spaces that 

others will want to spend time in

↑ Battery Park, New York: 
combining public access 
with a commercial marina 
and retail mall
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Across the UK, a new way of managing development 
in and around the marine environment is being 
introduced, with wide ranging impacts on how 
decisions are taken both far out to sea, and on and 
around the waterfront. The influence on design 
could be significant but remains uncertain: it could 
be a vehicle to advance innovative approaches, or 
represent a missed opportunity.

WhAt Is mARIne PlAnnIng?
The UK’s seas are some of the busiest and 
most heavily used in the world, supporting 
over 890,000 jobs, with direct marine related 
activities contributing £46bn to the UK economy; 
the seas are also home to over 8,000 species. 
They are becoming increasingly crowded with 
competing demands on space, and pressure on 
the environment. The historical approach to 
managing and protecting this important resource, 
particularly in the face of competing demands from 
marine users, has been ad-hoc, inconsistent and 
incoherent. 

Marine planning shares some similarities with 
the terrestrial planning regime. It provides a 
framework for decision-making and seeks to ensure 
that a balance is struck between competing uses of 

space and competing policy objectives. The UK-wide 
Marine Policy Statement sets out high-level 
objectives and policies. These are then interpreted 
and applied to specific areas through marine plans. 
Within the UK, the Marine Policy Statement is 
being taken forward in different ways by England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland: in Scotland 
for example, there is a national marine plan and 11 
more localised plans. In England there are 11 marine 
plan areas.

WheRe Is It hAPPenIng?
Marine planning is being rolled-out across the 
UK, and is an increasing global trend. Across the 
European Union, there is a proposal for a new 
marine spatial planning directive, which will make 
marine planning a requirement for all member 
states, building on the existing systems already in 
place or being developed. In the US, Asia Pacific and 
Middle East various forms of marine planning are 
happening or proposed.

legAl FoRCe
Marine planning is already in force in the UK and 
the legal implications are potentially wide ranging. 
The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 requires 

mARIne PlAnnIng
Liam McAleese evaluates the impact of marine planning 
policies on design

↑ Isle of Wight waterfront
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that all public authorities taking authorisation or 
enforcement decisions must do so in accordance 
with the appropriate marine policy documents 
(the Marine Policy Statement and Marine Plans) 
unless relevant considerations indicate otherwise. 
Moreover, public authorities taking decisions 
other than on authorisation or enforcement 
matters but which relate to ‘any function capable of 
affecting the whole or any part of the marine area’ 
must ‘have regard’ to the Marine Policy Statement 
and marine plans. This can include waterfront and 
marina development activity. The impact of marine 
plans extend from far offshore to the waters of 
any estuary, river or channel, so far as the tide 
flows at mean high water spring tide – covering the 
waterfront and beyond from cities such as Hull and 
Peterborough, as well as traditional seaside towns 
such as Great Yarmouth.

ImPlICAtIons FoR DesIgn.
On 2 April this year, the first two marine plans 
in England were adopted on the East coast, from 
Flamborough Head to Felixstowe. They interpret 
and apply the Marine Policy Statement to an 
inshore and offshore area covering 55,000 square 
km – almost three times the size of Wales – and are 
designed to cover a 20-year period.

The good news for designers is that the plans 
contain plenty of hooks that are potentially useful. 
They recognise the need for effective planning 
across both land and sea, protecting coastal 
landscape, adjoining seascape and heritage. The 
plans’ objectives and policies are wide ranging, 
from socio-economic concerns, through seascape 
and recreation, to enhanced environmental 
protection. But what they mean and how they have 
an impact day-to-day planning decisions is still 
unclear. 

Design is recognised in the Marine Policy 
Statement in that decision-makers have to take 
into account the ‘benefits that good design 
(including the best use of available technologies 
and innovation) can deliver’. Other East plan 
specific policies are more directly relevant to 
waterfront design and familiar to designers and 
planners alike. 

So if for example, in the case of a design for a 
new waterfront development on the East coast, 
say for Lowestoft, new East plan polices would 
require an assessment of seascape and visual 
impacts (views of the coast and sea from the land , 
views from the sea to land, and sea to sea) of which 
design is a relevant consideration. The proposal 
would need to be assessed as to how it may ‘affect 
the terrestrial and marine character of an area’ 
(policy SO3) . Whilst there are similarities with 
terrestrial planning, what constitutes the marine 
character of an area is open to interpretation. In 
the case of Lowestoft, this could mean either a nod 
to the town’s heritage as a fishing port, or its more 
recent role in tourism and oil and gas.

Other design relevant policies include the need 
to incorporate features that enhance biodiversity 
and geological interests (where appropriate) and 
that designs are ‘adaptation-proofed’ as much 
as is possible to increase their resilience to the 
effects of climate change such as flooding. These 
are all policies and principles familiar to designers 
and planners alike. In many cases marine plans 
signpost to existing policies and requirements. So 

what will be the impact of marine planning in terms 
of waterfront design?

ConClUsIon
It is basically too soon to tell whether marine 
planning is an opportunity or a threat. Marine plans 
will take time to bed down. They will be tested in 
court and evolve. It is clear that there are enough 
hooks in the plan to support and advance exciting 
waterfront design. There are also risks and a 
potential to open development to new or vexatious 
challenges in unanticipated areas. But one thing is 
clear, marine plans are here and in force. As ever, 
designers need to understand the plans for the area 
of development. 

The East coast plans are the first two of 11 in 
England. The next two are being developed on 
the South coast, whilst planning is underway in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. So the real 
opportunity is for designers to engage in the plan-
making process and ensure that the contribution 
that good design can make to delivering a range of 
social, economic and environmental outcomes, is 
recognised and that marine plans are a vehicle to 
support good design at the waterfront. •

• Liam McAleese is 
Managing Director of Marine 
Planning Consultants (www.
marineplanning.org.uk)

←↙ Two views of the British 
coast: Edinburgh (top), the 
South Coast (bottom)
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The Hard is one of the key city gateways in 
Portsmouth and is located in the south-western 
corner of Portsea Island, adjacent to Portsmouth 
Harbour. Housing a major public transport 
interchange, the area is one of historic and visual 
interest enjoyed by many residents and visitors 
every year.

The area has a rich social history, which is 
dominated by the development and growth of 
Portsmouth's naval dockyard, dating back to the 
12th century. Over time, the surrounding streets 
saw housing and services grow for dockyard 
workers with some buildings, such as The Keppels 
Head Hotel constructed in 1779, and still present 

PoRtsmoUth RenAIssAnCe, 
the hARD mAsteRPlAn 
James Brewer describes work to improve Portsmouth 
Waterfront

today. Portsmouth Harbour rail station opened in 
1876 linking the area to London, whilst the Portsea 
‘beach’ and waterfront remained popular features 
with local residents. In spite of the fact that the 
area suffered significant bomb damage during the 
Second World War, strong architectural links to the 
past remain along The Hard frontage as a number of 
public houses survive to the present day.

The Hard is also situated directly between two 
of the Solent region's major visitor attractions, 
namely the Historic Dockyard and Gunwharf Quays 
(including the Spinnaker Tower). These attract over 
500,000 and 6 million visitors a year respectively, 
with both figures increasing year on year. However 
despite the number of potential development sites 
and the major transport interchange combining 
bus, coach, rail and ferry services, this historic 
waterfront area has seen limited investment in 
recent times and does not provide a welcoming or 
attractive environment for the millions of people 
passing through it on an annual basis or those living 
in the direct vicinity.

mAsteRPlAn WoRK
Recognising the key role that the area plays within 
the wider city context, Portsmouth City Council 
started work on a masterplan for the area in 2008 
by holding a number of public consultation events 
to engage a wide variety of community groups 
and key stakeholders, and to understand the 
functionality of this waterfront route and space. At 
this early stage it became evident that one of the 

↑ The Hard site boundary
↓ Illustrative framework plan 
showing three key areas in 
public ownership
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key priorities for the plan would be to try to retain 
the historic character of the area and its strong 
maritime links, whilst at the same time offering 
significant improvements to the public realm, 
street environment and architectural quality. The 
continuing role as a highly accessible transport 
interchange for rail, bus, coach and ferry travel also 
revealed the challenges of managing existing levels 
of service and looking ahead to ensure that any new 
facilities were future-proofed to enable increased 
demand to be satisfied.

A draft plan was produced and as the majority 
of the development sites within the area were 
in private ownership, the city council saw the 
primary role of the plan as offering confidence and 
flexibility to landowners and developers, whilst 
giving a clear steer and guidance on the design 
principles and objectives that would deliver much-
needed aesthetic and functional improvements.

KeY sItes AnD BUY In BY lAnDoWneRs
Within the draft plan, a detailed guidance section 
for each of the opportunity sites was prepared 
covering issues such as development aspirations, 
mix of uses, key elevations & access points, scale, 
massing & storey heights, parking & servicing and 
implementation. During the preparation of this 
work, the council engaged all of the landowners 
to discuss their aspirations and how its thoughts 
and considerations could potentially shape 
development on their site. This process ensured a 
high level of support for the masterplan during the 
various phases of formal public and stakeholder 
consultation.

Some of the key sites included Brunel House, 
a long-term vacant office block directly opposite 
the entrance to Gunwharf Quays, the former PALL 
Europe office tower and car park, and the former 
Royal Naval Academy building within the naval 
dockyard.

Three areas of public realm were also identified 
as significant in shaping The Hard into a vibrant 
waterfront destination. All in city council 
ownership, the existing interchange (A), waterfront 
(B) and Wickham Street (C) areas were seen as 
priorities to provide an appropriate setting of 
streets and spaces for the redevelopment of the 
opportunity sites and maintain a public connection 
to the water. Artists' impressions were included 
to inform the public of the design ethos being 
proposed and indicate how these areas played as 
important a role in the enhancement of the area as 
the major redevelopment sites.

Further public consultation on the draft 
plan took place in early 2010, and this included 
university-led artistic interventions to stimulate 
interest and debate. A memory web was set up 
allowing people to leave their memories and 
experiences of The Hard, and silhouettes of 
historical figures with local connections such 
as Henry VIII and Charles Dickens were erected 
alongside the interchange.

Following some minor revisions, the masterplan 
was approved in November 2010 and formally 
adopted alongside the Portsmouth Plan in 2012 and 
has provided a valuable framework for a number 
of redevelopment schemes coming forward, 
ensuring that those schemes contributed to public 
connection and quality along the whole waterfront 
space.

↑ View towards The Hard 
from Portsmouth Harbour 
railway station circa 1925
↑↑ Uninspiring public realm 
at the interchange
↑↑↑ The proposed tower on 
the Brunel House site  
© Bouygues UK
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Improving accessibility, enhancing the public 
realm and making the most of the waterfront 
location are all core objectives. , The transport 
interchange is one of the most significant 
opportunities to help to drive regeneration in the 
area, and is unique in its position as a functional 
waterfront space open to the public, and the point 
where both land and water transport meet.

Since the approval of the masterplan, a number 
of schemes within its boundaries have either 
been granted planning permission, are being 
implemented or are the subject of detailed pre-
application discussions. One of the most important 
sites, Brunel House, is the subject of a full planning 
application for an exciting new 39 storey mixed 
use tower, containing apartments with stunning 
harbour views, a student halls of residence and 
commercial floor space. The former PALL Europe 
office block has planning permission for the 
conversion to a 170 bedroom Travelodge hotel, 
whilst a 13 room boutique hotel has opened in the 
Grade 2 listed former Ship Leopard public house on 
the corner of The Hard and Clock Street.

CoUnCIl As A DRIVIng FoRCe 
Over the past 12 months, the city council has been 
taking forward a project to deliver a new transport 
interchange at The Hard in negotiation with all 
of the key stakeholders and transport operators. 
As some of the private sites started to come 
forward, the council recognised that landowners 
attracting significant private investment would 
also be reliant on the delivery of a modern, fit for 
purpose interchange. The world-class architectural 
firm Aedas Ltd was appointed to design the new 
interchange facility and public realm. Following 
extensive work with Network Rail, bus, coach and 
ferry operators and further public consultation, a 
planning application was submitted in April 2014 
and permission granted in June 2014.

The new interchange provides additional bus 
and coach capacity, level pedestrian access from 

The Hard directly onto the platform level via a new 
entrance to Portsmouth Harbour Railway Station: 
this also integrates access to the ferry terminus 
and taxi rank, and a new passenger waiting facility 
including travel shop, visitor information points, 
real time travel information and new concessions.

Key improvements that the new facility will 
deliver include wider and better quality footpaths 
from the interchange towards Gunwharf Quays and 
the Historic Dockyard, safer routes for pedestrians 
and cyclists, separated from the bus apron and 
bringing the bus and rail stations closer together to 
allow better connectivity. Views to the waterfront 
and HMS Warrior will be opened up and a small 
plaza created overlooking Portsmouth Harbour. 
Removing the existing concessions fronting The 
Hard itself will create an unimpeded pedestrian 
route from Gunwharf Quays to the dockyard and 
allow framed views towards Victory Gate.

ConClUsIon
A successful funding bid to central government, 
together with contributions from city council 
resources means the £9m scheme will start 
construction in early 2015 with a completion date 
of March 2016. After many years of inertia and 
underinvestment, The Hard is finally receiving the 
attention it deserves given its key role within the 
city of Portsmouth. A new interchange, together 
with high quality mixed use development schemes, 
will help to deliver the vision of shaping The Hard 
as a vibrant waterfront destination enhancing the 
experience of visitors and residents alike. •
For more information, see 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/living/16251.html

Since the approval of the masterplan,  

a number of schemes within its boundaries 

have either been granted planning permission, 

are being implemented or are the subject of 

detailed pre-application discussions.

• James Brewer is 
Principal Planning Officer 
at Portsmouth City Council, 
working in the Projects & 
Implementation Team

↑ An artist’s impression 
of the view from the 
interchange towards The 
Hard
↑↑ The waterfront area, 
artist’s impression
↗ CGI of the new 
interchange area viewed 
from Portsmouth Harbour
All three images © Aedas
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Significant developments and enhancements 
that have been achieved include:
•  the relocation of Viridor, the recycling company, 

to a major new office block at Firepool and the 
creation of a waterfront park and canoe club HQ

•  enhancements to Goodland Gardens in the town 
centre, including the conversion of public toilets 
into a successful café (with public toilets)

•  a new road connection across the River Tone at 
Tangier and the creation of a northern link road 
to access the Firepool site, thus reducing traffic 
in the town centre

•  enhancements to Longrun Meadow park, 
including flood alleviation to enable development 
in the town centre

•  the retention and enhancement of Somerset 
County Cricket Ground and creation of a new 
public square

•  the refurbishment of the Museum of Somerset, 
adjacent to the waterfront, and creation of a new 
public square, Castle Green, and 

•  high quality waterfront housing at Firepool Lock 
(by Crest Nicholson).

Following the recession, with large-scale office and 
high-density residential development no longer 
viable without significant public funding, the 
delivery of the Vision stalled and Taunton Deane 
Borough Council decided to commission an urban 
design team to review and refresh the masterplan.

LHC started work in summer 2013. Key 
requirements of the brief were that LHC should 
work with commercial partners (Alder King) and 
stakeholder engagement professionals (Fresh 

The Taunton Vision, which was developed in the 
early 2000s, proposed extensive regeneration of 
the town centre and a new focus on the waterfront. 
The River Tone was to be the setting for major 
cultural and civic events and a distinctive location 
for new businesses, hotels, bars and restaurants, 
as well as a repository for well-struck cricket balls 
from Somerset County Cricket Ground.

The Vision proposed a series of developments, 
running from the former cattle market at Firepool 
in the north to Tangier in the south, with large scale 
employment (including the Regional Assembly), 
a major theatre and high-density residential 
accommodation. Funded by this development, the 
existing poor quality public spaces along the water’s 
edge would be enhanced to create connected routes 
and a new waterside focus for Taunton town centre.

Taunton Deane Borough Council has achieved 
a number of significant successes since the 
adoption of the Vision (which forms the basis of 
Taunton’s Town Centre Area Action Plan), but the 
economic crash and the decision to abolish the 
Regional Assembly (which was to be located at 
Firepool) have prevented the delivery of the main 
development proposals. As a result, large areas 
of Taunton’s waterfront have been left vacant (at 
Firepool) or blighted by inappropriate uses, such 
as the car parking at Coal Orchard. In addition, 
some enhancements that have been delivered, 
such as the new public space at Somerset Square, 
have struggled to achieve their potential, as the 
temporary closure of the theatre and a lack of 
footfall limited the success of new shops within the 
space.

tAUnton’s RethInK
Paul Osborne describes a refreshed masterplan for the 
River Tone waterfront 

↑ The Taunton Masterplan
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Commerce, the Town Centre Company, Taunton 
Forward, Taunton Cultural Consortium, local 
schools and colleges, the Environment Agency, 
Somerset Wildlife Trust and open space/leisure 
groups.

A common thread was the importance of the 
River Tone to Taunton, the extent to which it 
was valued by the community and used as part 
of a green infrastructure and as a sustainable 
transport route, connecting major public spaces 
and residential areas to the north with the town 
centre to the south. The river was strongly 
highlighted as one of Taunton’s unique selling 
points which added value to both individual sites 
and the town as a whole; thus, the creation of a 
high quality waterfront was identified as one of the 
community’s key aspirations for the town.

A key part of the refreshed Vision generated 
from these stakeholder meetings was the delivery 
of an enhanced waterfront that connected the 
town centre to its context. A set of objectives 
were produced to guide development, with the 
primary one stating that: ‘The River Tone will 
become the new heart of Taunton, with activity on 
and adjacent to the water, including moorings for 
boats, riverside cafés, restaurants and bars, arts 
and cultural activities and events’.

the WAY FoRWARD
In developing the refreshed Vision, the team 
identified that despite the challenging retail and 
commercial marketplace, Taunton’s growing 
population (predicted to increase from 65,000 to 
85,000 residents over the next 20 years) had the 
potential to strengthen the town centre’s position 
as a regional hub. To capitalise on this growth and 
avoid losing out to competing towns/cities such as 
Exeter and Bath, Taunton must address changing 
retail demands. The retail offer needs to be 
strengthened to enhance Taunton’s attractiveness 
to retailers and shoppers, and the town centre 
needs to provide a mix of activities, including 
leisure, employment and housing within high-
quality streets and spaces, to encourage visitors 
to spend longer in the town and support multi-
purpose visits.

It was clear that the original employment 
allocation (500,00 sq ft) at Firepool was not likely 
to be achieved in the next 10-15 years, and that 
current employment demand was primarily for 
potential relocations within Taunton. Therefore 
the team, in partnership with Taunton Deane 
Borough Council, proposed that Firepool, together 
with Coal Orchard, should provide important 
additional retail provision (5-7 medium sized 
retail units – 8-10,000 sq ft) in a town centre 
location, along with mixed use leisure space (a 
multiplex cinema, bar/restaurants, and potential 
for other leisure uses such as bowling, gym). This 
would strengthen the town’s offer to residents and 
visitors and provide the 350,000 people within 
Taunton’s retail catchment area with a strong 
alternative to destinations such as Bristol, Exeter 
and Bath.

The future use of the County Ground for 
international cricket will also increase Taunton’s 
profile, and it is important that the surrounding 
uses create a good impression for visitors and 
give them reason to spend more time in the town 
centre. 

Communication) to deliver a realistic, deliverable 
masterplan to a tight programme and budget. It 
was essential that the refreshed masterplan should 
be viable, whilst meeting the needs of the people 
of Taunton, with appropriate uses to support the 
development of the town centre.

stAKeholDeR engAgement
It was clear from the outset that the River Tone 
waterfront was a major missed opportunity for 
Taunton, and a significant opportunity to create 
a distinctive, high-quality place that reinforced 
the positive aspects of the town centre and could 
support wider regeneration. This was further 
confirmed in the series of meetings and workshops 
which were held with key stakeholders and 
developers, including Councillors, the Chamber of 

↑ The refurbished Goodland 
gardens
↑↑ The expanded town 
centre diagram
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enhanced to create a pedestrian priority area 
with street-markets, cafés and a mix of activities.

Outline proposals were developed for each area – 
with a focus on the main waterfront development 
opportunities at Coal Orchard and Firepool.

CoAl oRChARD 
The proposals for Coal Orchard are broadly similar 
to those in the original Vision, but the revised 
Vision places a greater emphasis on Coal Orchard’s 
importance and its role as the heart of Taunton’s 
town centre is greatly increased. It is proposed that 
a new place on the river is created with high quality 
cafés and restaurants overlooking the water, an 
artisan quarter and cultural hub, artists’ studios, 
galleries and independent shops, and a revitalised 
theatre and arts centre. 

A new town quay will create an active focus for 
the town centre. Boats will be able to moor, and 
people will be able to hire bikes, canoes and kayaks. 
The quay will enable people to come by boat into 
town from Firepool, where a water-taxi service 
could become a new attraction, or from the new 
COACH outdoor centre at French Weir Park. 

Residential and employment uses on upper 
floors will provide activity during the day and into 
the evening. It is recommended that Taunton Deane 
Borough Council and Somerset County Council 
should consider relocating the Tourist Information 
Centre and Library to a prominent location here.

the PRoPosAl
Taunton’s waterfront is a vital part of this enhanced 
offer to visitors and local residents. The compact, 
walkable town centre has the potential to expand 
and connect to an attractive waterfront and high 
quality green spaces, which are immediately 
adjacent to the core shopping area. 

The existing good retail offer, with a significant 
number of high-quality independent shops and a 
high-quality farmers market, can be strengthened 
with the provision of space for national retailers not 
currently present in the town centre, and additional 
leisure activities. 

The concept diagrams set out the key proposals:
•  The existing green connections into the town 

from Longrun Meadow, Firepool Lock and Vivary 
Park need to be joined up through the creation 
of pleasant and attractive pedestrian and cycle 
routes along the River Tone

•  A high-quality north-south pedestrian route, 
from the railway station to the High Street, is 
proposed to activate the waterfront, allowing 
people to move safely along attractive routes 
through the compact town centre, and linking 
the development sites

•  The east-west green corridor and the north-south 
pedestrian route intersect on the waterfront 
at Coal Orchard, concentrating activity at the 
heart of an expanded town centre. This key place 
should become a beautiful place on the river with 
cultural activities, cafés and restaurants, artists’ 
studios and galleries, and active use of the river

•  New development at Firepool will provide 
capacity for the town to meet the needs of a 
growing residential population, and increase 
Taunton’s attractiveness to investors. A high 
quality mixed use development will generate 
activity on the waterfront and provide a new 
gateway to the town centre from the north

•  The existing retail core at North St, East St 
and High St, around the Market House, will be 

The compact, walkable town centre 

has the potential to expand and 

connect to an attractive waterfront 

and high quality green spaces

↑ Coal Orchard from the 
bridge as existing
↑ A proposed sketch of the 
waterfront area
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FIRePool 
Firepool represents the primary development 
opportunity in the town centre. The majority of the 
site is vacant and within Taunton Deane Borough 
Council control and, subject to planning and other 
issues identified in the Delivery Strategy, could be 
developed within 3-5 years. 

The opportunity to reinforce Taunton’s retail 
and leisure offer and maximise wider benefits to the 
town centre should be used at Firepool through the 
creation of a high-quality south-facing waterfront. 
A mix of bar/restaurants and leisure uses on the 
waterfront with good connections upstream, would 
reinforce the new heart for the town centre at Coal 
Orchard, and enhance Taunton’s attractiveness to 
both retailers and shoppers.

An essential requirement is the creation of a 
direct high-quality pedestrian connection between 
Taunton railway station, the River Tone and 
Coal Orchard. A pedestrian boulevard through 
the Firepool site should provide a continuous 
pedestrian dominated space with high-quality 
finishes, tree planting, minimal vehicle-crossing 
points, active frontages and no significant level 
changes. 

The waterfront will be a well-designed public 
space, allowing access to the River Tone and making 
connections to the town centre and downstream. 
Moorings should be provided along the frontage, 
and potential for a marina at Firepool Lock should 
be investigated with the Environment Agency and 
the River and Canal Trust.

A new public car park should be located adjacent 
to the Northern Inner Distributor Road, providing 
access to the town centre for visitors from the north 
and east, and allowing for the required reduction in 
parking at Coal Orchard. Employment uses will still 
be provided on site – with additional opportunities 
at the railway station and Firepool South, off Priory 
Bridge Road. Residential development should be 

• Paul Osborne is Urban 
Design Director at LHC 
Urbanism (www.lhc.net). 

concentrated around Firepool Lock – extending 
the existing Crest Nicholson scheme into the town 
centre. Additional residential accommodation 
should be provided on upper floors throughout the 
site, addressing the waterfront, in case the hotel 
proposal proved unviable.

DelIVeRY stRAtegY 
The final part of the Rethink process was to set 
out a delivery strategy to guide stakeholders and 
partners on the actions required to progress the 
refreshed masterplan. This was developed in 
partnership with Taunton Deane Borough Council, 
which is now putting in place appropriate delivery 
and governance arrangements to deliver the 
Vision as one of the Council’s key economic growth 
objectives.

It will remain essential for the Council to build 
upon the Taunton Rethink stakeholder engagement 
process to develop a broad consensus of support 
and secure agreement across the political spectrum 
in order to progress delivery. Taunton can no 
longer rely on public sector funding to deliver 
improvements and it is vital for all parties to work 
together to deliver the objectives set out in the 
refreshed Vision. Close working between partners 
in both the public and private sectors will be 
required to bring forward these proposals. 

For more information visit: www.taunton.uk.com•

↑ Firepool as existing and 
proposal sketch 
All images © Lacey Hickie 
Caley Ltd
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sIgnIFICAnCe oF the PoRt 
Historically, the port had great influence on the 
growth and function of Beirut. It dates from 
ancient times (its original geometry has been 
traced to a modern pedestrian corridor), when 
Basin 1 was used for subsistence trade and 
commerce for the walled city. The port was first 
expanded under the Egyptian mandate in the early 
1800s and two further basins were built under 
the French in the early 20th century. Following 
Lebanese independence in the 1940s, the Port 
of Beirut became the prime trading post in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. A further two basins 
were added in the 1960s and 1970s and facilities 
were moved eastwards with a modernisation and 
capacity upgrade. Development at the port was 
halted in 1975 with the outbreak of the Lebanese 
war, during which Basin 1 was used for emergency 
services and goods supply. Today, United Nations 
vessels can still be seen next to cruise ships in the 
basin.

the ReDeVeloPment oF BAsIns 1 AnD 2
The GEPB is currently in the process of 
implementing a major upgrade programme for the 
wider port area, including land reclamation for a 
new container terminal, a masterplan to increase 
berthing capacity, internal road improvements, the 
renovation of both cargo and free zones, and the 
turnover of Basin 1 to public uses with an upgraded 
cruise port terminal. Over the last 25 years, Dar 
al-Handasah has been engaged by the GEPB to 
advise on planning and engineering works. 

‘To create a community-oriented project on 
the waterfront that will act as a catalyst for 
regeneration of the port and accelerate the City’s 
transformation into a Mediterranean Cruise 
capital.’ 

In 2012, Dar al-Handasah (Shair and Partners) 
was commissioned by The Port Authority of Beirut 
(GEPB) to undertake a study on the redevelopment 
of the historic Basins 1 and 2, some 800m from 
the Place de l’Etoile – the heart of downtown 
Beirut – and 1.5km from Zeitunay Bay, Beirut’s 
upscale yacht marina. The site is one of the most 
coveted redevelopment zones along Lebanon’s 
Mediterranean coastline and is situated on land 
leased to the Port by the Lebanese government. 
Due to its dimensions and restricted capacity for 
modern portuary activity, Basin 1 of the port’s four 
basins has remained underutilised and inaccessible 
to the public from the 1970s to the present day. 
Partially occupied by a naval base after the end of 
the Lebanese Civil War in 1990, Basins 1 & 2 and 
Pier 1 cover approximately 40ha out of a total of 
148ha of port land which currently accommodate 
the ad-hoc berthing of military and minor cruise 
vessels, and a naval base. 

As part of the Port Authority’s strategic 
redevelopment and expansion plans for the 
wider port area, the site has been earmarked for 
regeneration over ten years. Basin 1 is proposed 
for a new waterfront public realm linked to an 
upgraded cruise terminal on Pier 1, serving as the 
city’s gateway to the Mediterranean.

BeIRUt PoRt: A ConCePt 
mAsteRPlAn 
Anna Reiter describes the process of masterplanning 
the port’s regeneration

↑ Aerial view of the 
Masterplan, Basin 1 
redevelopment
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The new layout for the post-war reconstruction 
of the Beirut Central District (BCD, 2004) 
re-established the link between the port and the city 
by extending Martyrs’ Square towards the sea and 
developing new district proposals adjacent to Basin 
1. The best known of the revival projects in BCD is the 
contemporary Beirut Souks, developed by Solidere. 
As such, the port’s historical Basins 1 and 2 are 
now strategically located between the BCD and the 
up-and-coming Normandy district, the downtown 
area, and the neighbourhood of Gemmayze. 
Normandy, a landfill zone yet to be developed, and 
Beirut’s downtown, a stylized high-end pedestrian 
central district with exclusive shops, are well 
positioned to provide an East to West Corniche 
extension to Basin 1 and encourage north to south 
waterfront access via Martyrs’ Square. 

For the current re-stitching of the waterfront 
to succeed, accessibility, traffic management 
and parking considerations had to be taken into 
consideration, including the structural upgrade 
of the basin itself and the relocation of temporary 
Lebanese Navy vessels. Land use planning issues 
faced by the regeneration of the downtown and its 
waterfront include the overprovision of high-end 
retail space, which has in the last 15 years rendered 
the area restrictively expensive to the Lebanese 
middle and working class. The lack of a well-defined 
and connected public realm on the water is also a 
problem.

A number of proposals for the Basin’s 
regeneration have been put forward over the 
years through design competitions and academic 
exercises. This time around, as part the brief to 
Dar al-Handasah, the Port Authority specified 
the inclusion of a series of community oriented 
programmes, such as temporary fairs and 
exhibitions, and local arts, crafts and cultural 
activities, as an antidote to the more commercial 
developments elsewhere in the country. 

PRoJeCt BRIeF
The project was undertaken in four phases over a 
period of seven months with client consultation at 
each stage. The four phases were as follows: 
•  Stage 1: Analysis of existing conditions, 

international benchmarking, community research 
and development of a masterplan vision

•  Stage 2: Preparation of programmatic mix 
options, technical studies and concept masterplan 
alternatives

↑ Beirut panorama with 
Basins 1 and 2
↑↑ Existing conditions 
showing Beirut’s central 
district and the port
↑↑↑ Capacity studies to 
establish the amount of 
reclamation and cruise 
vessel turning diameters

Chosen design elements included 

decks, pedestrian bridges, 

observation platforms and shelters, 

features such as light-towers, and 

recycled materials like re-used 

containers and industrial elements
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a cruise vessel berthing scenario and basin infill 
option. In parallel, public realm strategies for the 
masterplan’s aesthetic were developed, including 
way-finding.

Each masterplan option was evaluated against 
the Port of Beirut Executive Committee’s priorities. 
Evaluation criteria covered urban design, planning, 
accessibility, constructability, phasing and economic 
performance. A preliminary traffic survey and a 
SWOT analysis were carried out to establish the 
appropriate points of entry to the Basin 1 complex for 
vehicles and pedestrians from Charles Helou Road, 
the main thoroughfare leading to Beirut’s Corniche 
and the bus station.

The winning design was the most flexible and 
practical, providing a strong sense of architectural 
identity. It comprises a simple, rounded podium 
with consolidated parking and access to both public 
and functional secure zones of the cruise port 
terminal and waterfront. The underprovision of 
both street and paid parking in downtown Beirut 
generated significant private parking demand within 
the project, particularly given the Port’s vision for 
day and night activity, including festivals, outdoor 
cinema, boat tours and events on the water. The 
final masterplan neatly organises the entry to the 
site, with drop-off and pick-up places for cruise 
passengers and tourist buses beneath a 5m podium 
opening to the waterfront and an elevated public 
level above. The podium structure is topped with 
discrete architectural structures housing markets 
and cultural expo facilities with angled vistas to the 
Basin, hi-tech way-finding devices and informal 
seating areas dotted amidst activities. A waterfront 
level lower promenade is lined with shops, a 
container park and graded plazas to the water. As a 
design statement, littered with pop-up structures 
and activities for all age groups, the scheme is 
intended to provide a vehicle for the creative 
expression of local craft guilds and the enjoyment of 
the local community. The masterplan’s ‘It’s so Beirut’ 
motto is all about the funky, eclectic and catch-all 
underground essence embodied by the contemporary 
city, while meeting the Port Authority’s needs for 
flexibility, informal space, exhibitions and seasonal 
outdoor programming.

ChAllenges AnD oPPoRtUnItIes
The following are the challenges faced by the project:
•  Re-connecting the waterfront to the city and its 

centre

↑ It’s so Beirut, sample 
marketing imagery 
developed as part of the 
masterplan 

•  Stage 3: Final concept masterplan and 
architectural characterisation

•  Stage 4: Branding, marketing and promotional 
materials

The later stages of the project included baseline 
marine engineering, geotechnical studies, transport 
planning input and utility demand projections to 
provide an order of magnitude cost estimate for 
construction. 

Included in the Port Authority’s brief were 
recommendations for an operational model 
to manage, maintain and fund the Basin 1 
redevelopment while retaining primary leasehold of 
the land. For constructability, a range of temporary 
and permanent structures were suggested, 
controlling the duration of the project build-
out, cost and phasing as well as ensuring flexible 
programming to maximise revenues throughout the 
year.

ConCePt DesIgn AnD mAsteRPlAnnIng 
PRoCess
An international benchmarking exercise of best 
practice in waterfront development started the 
urban design process. This included waterfront 
regeneration projects in Europe and the 
Mediterranean, flexible land use mixes for urban 
cruise port terminals, cultural and entertainment 
zones on the water, community activities (including 
markets, events and exhibitions) and a palette 
of architectural moods and landscape themes, 
including industrial, maritime and contemporary.

Having conducted capacity studies to establish 
the appropriate quantity of land reclamation in the 
basin, a partial infill option favouring temporary 
floating activity pontoons was selected. This 
reduced the Port’s expenditure to the structural 
reinforcement of aged pier walls and minor pier 
extensions to support the berthing and turning of 
third generation cruise vessels up to 180m in length. 
The port’s other and larger basins retain the capacity 
to accommodate bigger vessels. 

Chosen design elements included decks, 
pedestrian bridges, observation platforms and 
shelters, features such as light-towers, and recycled 
materials like re-used containers and industrial 
elements. The process culminated in the preparation 
of an activity mix for the project rather than a 
traditional land use breakdown, matched to three 
spatial layout options. Each option was linked to 
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• Anna Reiter, Associate, 
Senior Urban Designer & 
Planner, Dar al Hanadsah 
(Shair and Partners)

↑ CGI eye-level view of the 
port and its facilities
↓ 23 Character zones from 
Port Plaza, Village Square 
the Dome, the Hexagon, a 
logistics centre, container 
park and gallerias
All images © Dar-al-
Hanadsah 

•  Provision of upgraded berthing facilities for the 
cruise port terminal

•  Structural reinforcement and extension of the 
basin’s historic pier

•  Design for cruise liner navigation requirements 
within a restricted breakwater width

•  Management of informal boat traffic in Basin 1
•  Vehicular traffic and service flow segregation 

for the cruise port terminal, compliant with the 
Port’s security requirements 

•  Servicing a secure Customs and Logistics 
Zone and the transfer of cruise passengers to 
waterfront public spaces through the design of 
sectional conditions 

•  Use of temporary structures to control cost
•  Engineering and utility supply issues 
•  Correct parking placement to facilitate access 

and pedestrianisation of the Corniche
•  Programming of Basin 1 through activation of 

a stretch of waterfront with a seasonal 24-hour 
activity

•  Establishment of a financially viable, subsidised 
programme of activities to be managed by the 
Port Authority or an authorised operator, and 

•  A mix and operational model for a public 
waterfront suggested by local arts, crafts and 
culture guilds.

BRAnDIng: A neW APPRoACh
A brand identity study for Port Beirut was 
prepared in tandem with the concept masterplan 

to complement and boost the site’s activity-based 
design vision. This included a logo with variations 
based on themes drawn from the modern Lebanese 
arts and gastronomy. A bright colour palette, 
preparation of way-finding concepts, digital 
touch devices and standard signage throughout 
the masterplan, and event-specific brand and 
advertising proposals, all aim to illustrate the value 
of a multi-purpose brand identity for the port as a 
new destination. 

the FUtURe
As the port consolidates its industrial capacity 
towards the east with the new container terminal 
expansion, the west of the port and particularly 
Basin 1, stands as an opportunity to stitch together 
Beirut’s downtown coastline. Working with the 
Port Executive Chairman and Board team, Dar 
Al-Handasah has set a vision to safeguard and 
regenerate Basin 1 for community and tourism 
development. The project is likely to be taken 
forward through a public-private model. Consensus 
building amongst local politicians, developers and 
stakeholders will be critical to pushing Basin 1’s 
re-development forward. The success of the future 
cruise port terminal as a tourist destination is 
contingent upon wider political stabilisation in the 
region, which will draw strategic investment from 
international companies. Earmarking funds for 
investment in essential infrastructure will also be 
key to the development’s success.•
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the pavements of the ancient towns that cling to 
the edge of the land along this part of the coast, 
considering their relationship with the natural 
environment. The aim that we and our client shared 
was always to create a town that slips into the 
special relationship of land and sea that exists in 
Montenegro and which feels as if it might have been 
there forever. 

soURCes AnD ConteXt
Inspiration for the original masterplan for Porto 
Montenegro was also found in the work of Kevin 
Lynch. It was his notion of ‘imageability’ and 
what was required in an urban setting to make 
it vivid and memorable – paths, edges, districts, 

If Lord Byron’s description of the Montenegrin 
coastline as ‘the most beautiful encounter between 
land and sea’ is accurate, the site in the Bay of Kotor 
is surely its apotheosis, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, Europe’s southernmost fjord and the largest 
natural harbour in the eastern Mediterranean 
region. One hundred kilometres of coastline twist 
inland from the Adriatic and wooded mountains 
rise beyond; in between, Porto Montenegro is 
growing organically, planned from the start not 
only as a super yacht marina destination but as a 
vibrant new town for local people and yacht crews 
as well as holidaymakers.

The landscape was very much an inspiration 
in the design of the masterplan and we pounded 

BetWeen nAtURe’s gIFts: 
PoRto montenegRo
Patrick Reardon explains the process of masterplanning 
a prestigious marine tourism site

↑ Jetty with Regent Porto 
Montenegro hotel under 
construction
↑↑ Porto Montenegro 
Overall Concept Masterplan, 
ReardonSmith Architects
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nodes and landmarks –informed our thinking 
in the early months as we developed the vision. 
Imageability, Lynch postulated, brings residents a 
greater enjoyment of daily life and allows pleasant 
elements of surprise and delight to emerge. A place 
that provides a clear mental map empowers its 
occupants to feel confident and to explore it and 
the masterplanners’ intentional ‘confusions’, such 
as secluded courtyards, invite newcomers into their 
experience. We have also attempted to create an 
urban fabric to be discovered on successive visits.

Consequently, the design of Porto Montenegro is 
respectful of location and architectural inheritance; 
it contains familiar spatial relationships that 
help visitors to instinctively navigate their way 
and it holds intentional surprises to intensify the 
experience of discovery. It is also entirely new. 
As a long-decommissioned naval base, the site 
sadly contained very little that merited saving. We 
were able to keep an old sawmill, which has been 
reinvented as the town’s museum, the existing 
jetties as a template for the marina, a hangar which 
is earmarked to become a covered market and a 
number of naval artefacts, some of which have 
been re-used as street features, enhancing the 
imageability of Porto Montenegro. The stand-out 
restoration has been of an old dockyard crane 
which now sits astride one of the piers – a symbol of 
the re-telling of the Bay of Kotor story, the signature 
piece of Porto Montenegro and the iconic shot for 
the photo library. All the other buildings are new, 
constructed of a mix of local stone and render with 
roofing in terracotta and clay tiles, as is typical in 
the region but styled in a contemporary manner, to 
suit today’s lifestyles.

DesIgnIng the mARInA
Clearly, a key feature of Porto Montenegro is the 
marina itself and the early appointment of Marina 
Projects to work alongside ReardonSmith was 
crucial to the success of the development as a 
whole. All too often the benefits derived from a 
waterfront are simply taken as read and not given 
the detailed attention they deserve until later in 
the design process, meaning that the opportunity 
to maximise the potential of the water space 
and bring synergy across the site are often lost. 
Where a marina is proposed, input at the onset is 
even more important if its working needs are to 
be truly understood and the effective operation, 
management and profitability are to be achieved. 
An underperforming marina will be a detriment 
to the development as a whole and will fail to be a 
profitable business entity in itself.

Despite the recent economic challenges around 
the world, the luxury yacht market continues to 
grow and research indicates that the availability of 
berths, particularly those for super yachts and in 
the Mediterranean, is limited. Porto Montenegro 
has been designed and built with this in mind 
from the provision of power, water and pump-
out through to the operation, security and crew 
facilities on site. On completion of the second 
phase of the marina, the number of berths will be 
increased from 250 to 470, of which 136 will be over 
30m in length and 56 over 50m.

In many ways a super yacht can be regarded 
as a floating boutique hotel with a corresponding 
draw on the surrounding infrastructure; multiply 
this by the number of berths and the demand is 
significant. To manage this, the masterplan of 
Porto Montenegro allows for ease of access for 
pedestrians and vehicles to each of the super yacht 
berths – a particular attribute when considering 
the needs of security, owner and guest privacy 
and delivery of fresh supplies. The configuration 
of the marina and access roads has come forward 
with the aim of spreading the activity across the 
development rather than over-burdening particular 
routes. Happily, the waterfront benefited from 
a series of historic jetty structures, and it was 

↑ Teuta residences 
↑↑ Overview of Porto 
Montenegro and Bay of 
Kotor © Adriatic Marinas
↑↑↑ Jetty 1 Landscape © 
Marina Projects Ltd

The inspiration for the architectural 

design of the hotel building came 

from the exquisite houses that grace 

this beautiful Adriatic coastline 
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since they act as a link between the super yacht 
marina and the newly emerging town. Therefore, 
a waterside promenade is being created with lush 
landscaping. This begins with the ‘city gate’, an 
archway and tower inspired by the traditional town 
gate of nearby Kotor. It achieves a real sense of 
arrival and is a welcoming point for pedestrians. It 
frames the town, marina and mountains beyond; in 
the language of Kevin Lynch, it is a city node. From 
here, the walkway weaves between the residences 
to the central Fountain Square, the style and 
proportion of which have been influenced by old 
town squares of the region.

Mirroring the architectural style of the hotel on 
the opposite side of the basin, Ksenija’s Italianate 
façades take on a somewhat different form 
from Porto Montenegro’s previous residences. 
Nevertheless, visual integration with the town 
was crucial, given Ksenija’s task as a segue 
between marina and town. This has been achieved 
through the use of regionally authentic materials 
also employed for earlier structures and, on the 
southern and western façades, by grand colonnades 
reminiscent of the arcaded galleries prevalent in 
Montenegro. A striking water cascade has been 
designed as the landmark within the district of 
Ksenija, which creates a connection with other 
water features installed in prominent locations 
around the town.

The masterplanning of Porto Montenegro 
has addressed function and content; it has also 
sought to create a cohesive narrative which is 
timeless and responds to fundamental human 
needs. Throughout, careful attention has been 
paid to the hard and soft landscape details to 
create an environment that all can enjoy and which 
flows between marina and town. Hopefully Porto 
Montenegro will stand the test of time, maturing 
gracefully and sinking into the landscape.•

always intended to use these as they have generous 
dimensions and provide for a good layout of 
equipment, landscaping and vehicle access to 
complement each berth.

DesIgn ConstRAInts
There were, however, a number of design 
constraints, not least an earlier masterplan for 
the site which had specified particular types of 
development for the various parcels of land. The 
local ministry’s zoning regulations were quite strict, 
both in terms of height restrictions and the amount 
of land that was allowed to be built upon and so 
there was much debate over the subject of windows. 
The regional architectural style, underpinned 
by local regulations, stipulated that buildings 
should have small windows and look inwards, but 
understandably the client wanted all the waterfront 
buildings to benefit from over-sized windows and 
large balconies. The choice was between appealing 
to today’s purchasers who will pay top dollar for a 
luxury apartment with a view, or to the inhabitants 
of yesteryear who had to tough it out in damp and 
draughty buildings every winter! 

The importance of views also informed the plan 
in terms of the positioning and orientation of many 
of the buildings, as well as in the design of the 
marina and berth layout. Accommodating yachts 
in strategic areas brings animation and interest to 
the waterfront but the security and needs of the 
boat owner needs to be maintained. In other areas 
it has been a matter of achieving a balance between 
the desire to reap the benefits from berthing 
super yachts in prominent quayside locations and 
the need not to overshadow the scale of adjacent 
buildings or compromise views outwards from the 
landside development. This balance has been nicely 
achieved in and around the site of the Regent Porto 
Montenegro hotel which will be opening later this 
summer.  

sIgnIFICAnt BUIlDIngs
The inspiration for the architectural design of the 
hotel building came from the exquisite houses that 
grace this beautiful Adriatic coastline and responds 
to the classical manner of the grand palazzos of 
the Italian lakes. While the hotel’s scale and style is 
imposing amongst its smaller residential and retail 
neighbours, the relationship with them is also clear 
and the arcade that wraps around the hotel echoes 
the colonnades that are typical of the region’s 
architecture. Directly on the Boka waterfront 
and with a large inlet – Venice Square Basin – to 
one side, the hotel gives its guests an exclusive 
connection with sea and marina. All the guestrooms 
and apartments offer spectacular sea and mountain 
views; the restaurants, bars and banqueting hall are 
all on the sea-facing side and the main entrance on 
the street side of the building is located to frame the 
view of the sea for arriving guests.

Similarly, the Ksenija Residences which are 
currently under construction are as much about 
maximising the views as maintaining high levels 
of privacy for the inhabitants. Each apartment has 
unobstructed sea and/or mountain views and its 
own terrace from which to enjoy these, which adds 
significant value, whilst a central atrium is lined 
with boutiques and cafés to create activity. 

The Ksenija Residences have an important role 
to play within the masterplan of Porto Montenegro, 

• Patrick Reardon, 
ReardonSmith Architects, 
with Phil Dunn of Marina 
Projects Ltd, an independent 
marina consultancy

↑ Ksenija Residences 
Exterior, CGI by 
ReardonSmith 
↑↑ Regent Porto 
Montenegro hotel, CGI by 
ReardonSmith
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In an age of low-cost sunshine holidays abroad 
and not-so-sunny summers at home, many British 
seaside towns find themselves struggling to sustain 
popularity even during the peak seasons. Across the 
Channel, poor connections, falling visitor numbers, 
dwindling traders and unpredictable weather are 
leading to a similar spiral of decline. A DCLG report 
in 2007 on coastal towns noted that 21 of the 28 
most deprived authorities in the UK were located 
by the sea and identified masterplans as the key 
tool to generate a shared vision that would lead to 
successful regeneration. Barton Willmore was been 
asked to bring our masterplanning expertise to 
several French coastal towns to help them develop 
spatial frameworks to boost their year round appeal 
and ultimately help to improve their economic 
resilience. 

CAlAIs
Calais, probably best known to British visitors as 
the ugly little town they pass through en route to 
the ‘real’ France, the place with the ferries and 
the hypermarkets, has much to offer. It is rich in 
history – did you know the town was once British? 
– and boasts a magnificent sandy beach. The port 
may be the gateway to the continent but the town 
itself doesn’t offer much of a welcome. Having tried 
approaching it in a number of ways, via Eurostar, 
bus, taxi and local train, it seems to be intent on 
dissuading all but the most intrepid of visitors. 
Yet, with the right ingredients Calais could be both 
a gateway and a destination in its own right. The 
question is, what can the town do to stop people 
passing through and get them to start spending 
time and money instead?

Calais sits at the northern end of the Côte 
d’Opale, a stretch of coastline that includes the 
chic resort of Le Touquet and the attractive port 
of Boulogne-sur-Mer. In contrast to these more 
up-market destinations, Calais attracts mostly local 
people on weekend trips and holidaying families 
from the wider region. Barton Willmore became 
involved in the regeneration of Calais’ waterfront 
when we successfully bid for a public realm 
improvement contract led by the city of Calais. 
The brief asked for improved paving and street 
furniture on the beachfront in the hope of luring 

British visitors to spend their euros in the town. We 
argued that the problem was more than cosmetic – a 
few new bins and benches were not going to lure 
tourists to the waterfront because the visitors are 
mostly unaware that the waterfront even exists. 
When a survey undertaken by the tourist office 
confirmed this, we were asked to show them what 
could be achieved with a more strategic approach. 

The Calais planners identified a linear site, 
approximately 1km long, running the length of the 
town’s beach. At the turn of the 20th century this 
area was a thriving, working neighbourhood and 
an important tourist destination. That disappeared 
when the town was all but destroyed during WWII. 
Today the quarter is a shadow of its former self, 
fragmented and disconnected from the town 
centre by fast roads and man-made water bodies. 
It contains a confusing collection of car parks and 
buildings ranging from individual bungalows to 
monolithic concrete slabs, all seemingly arranged 
to block sea views. The handful of shops and cafés 
turn their backs on the beach, an historic fort is 
inaccessible and bleak playgrounds are outdated 
with nowhere for parents to sit. The Port Authority 
requires a large triangular section of the site to be 
kept free of buildings and this, combined with the 
Loi Littoral - protecting the coastal heritage and 
ecosystem - means that much of the waterfront 
has to remain undeveloped. Despite this, there is 
huge potential, a wide sandy beach with distinctive 
rows of historic beach huts, an inland basin with 
diverse birdlife, a strong community that supports 
regeneration, and a number of brownfield sites ripe 
for redevelopment.

The study took eight months during which we 
worked with the Local Authority, the Tourist Board, 
local businesses and residents to generate a number 
of spatial options based on establishing a new 
neighbourhood able to support its own facilities 
and attract people throughout the year. The options 
included restructuring parts of the urban fabric to 
create views to the sea and physically reconnecting 
the seafront quarter to the town centre. Some of 
the beach huts will be removed to improve access 
to the beach and create long views to the sea. New 
planting along key routes will help to baffle the 
wind coming from the sea in the colder months, 

↑ Roscoff old port with  
car park

lIFe’s A BeACh
Kathryn Anderson and Emilie Pignon aim to create 
successful 21st century seaside towns
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offering some protection from the elements. Each 
option was designed so that it could be phased to 
provide incremental improvements as land and 
funds became available.

The options were discussed and refined at 
a series of well attended consultation events. 
Residents were generally positive about change and 
excited about what could be achieved. We worked 
with them on themes to inform the quarter’s 
identity, including reinstating the typical colours 
of the neighbourhood’s Belle Epoque heyday and 
taking clues from the colours and forms of the 
sand dunes that used to be there. These ideas 
were incorporated in a guide to street furniture, 
lighting, colour and materials. As always, traffic 
was a hotly debated topic particularly as seaside 
towns experience huge seasonal variations in traffic 
volumes. Car parks big enough to accommodate 
all the summer visitors become urban wastelands 
for the rest of the year; but as businesses rely on 
tourists, persuading people to consider alternatives 
is always difficult. The final option was definitely a 
compromise but one that everyone could agree on. 
Responsibility for delivering the final scheme now 
rests with the Mayor.

RosCoFF
Like Calais, Roscoff is an historic fishing port on 
the North Brittany coast and has strong links with 
the UK, being directly connected to Plymouth via 
a long established ferry route. And like Calais, 
it sees an opportunity to benefit from the large 
numbers of ferry passengers that arrive daily at the 
port. But there the similarities end. Whereas the 
appeal of Calais is hard to find, Roscoff cannot fail 
to charm come rain or shine. Designated a Petite 
Cité de Caractère, its delightful stone houses and 
quaint old port remain pretty much unchanged 
since Mary Queen of Scots disembarked there in 
1548. Along its narrow, winding streets with tightly 
packed cottages are gaps in the frontage where 
farmers cultivate artichokes or pink onions that are 
a speciality of the town. Known by locals as dents 
creuses or ‘missing teeth’ this combination of rural 
and urban space is unique to the town. 

In addition to looking pretty, Roscoff has much 
to offer: excellent restaurants, numerous cafés and 

bars, varied shopping, a sailing school, botanic 
garden, health spa, beaches and coastal hiking 
trails. There is even a museum that charts the 
history of the famous onion Johnnies who would 
travel to the UK to sell pink onions from their bikes. 
In spite of these attractions, Roscoff is not overrun 
with tourists.

The historic centre of Roscoff is less than a three 
minute drive from the port. On leaving the boat you 
simply turn right and follow the road. Unfortunately 
the motorway to the rest of Brittany and France is 
to the left, and almost every disembarking car goes 
in that direction. It doesn’t help that there is no sign 
to the town centre and the old port. Furthermore, to 
accommodate the influx of tourists in the summer, 
most of the historic port edge has been cordoned 
off and designated as tourist parking. Obviously 

↑ The sandy beach and 
beach huts in Calais
↓ Residential buildings 
along the Calais seafront

Car parks big enough to 

accommodate all the summer 

visitors become urban wastelands 

for the rest of the year
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implement an awareness-raising campaign aimed 
at encouraging ferry passengers to visit the town. 
Working with the tourist office and in cooperation 
with other European coastal towns, including 
Portsmouth and Dun Laoghaire, Roscoff aims to 
develop an app that provides tourist with maps of 
its facilities, real time information on transport and 
car parking, availability of accommodation, local 
weather, tidal information, the location of trails 
and viewpoints, and restaurant reviews. Roscoff is 
becoming more user-friendly, and the experience of 
its history enhanced by 21st century technology.

ConClUsIon
Seaside towns will only survive if they can reinvent 
themselves as year-round destinations. The 
challenge is not simply to make the places look 
better but to make them work harder. It’s important 
to take a wider view of masterplanning and not be 
restricted to simple physical plans. Solutions aren’t 
always about the structure of a place, sometimes 
more effective and proactive management are 
needed. Masterplans must encompass political 
strategies, policy and management frameworks, 
phased funding and delivery mechanisms. They 
need to identify opportunities to optimise grant 
funding and ensure phasing is sensible and works 
with the seasons. By addressing the brand of the 
place and its interaction with the seasons we can 
look at how to make the places and spaces that we 
create work harder. Events and activities can attract 
visitors in summer and winter. Next time you are 
passing through a ferry port, stop and spend some 
time exploring the town! •

all of these cars required bigger junctions so an 
enormous roundabout had been built about halfway 
along the seafront, making it difficult for cyclists 
and pedestrians to use. In fact, most of this space 
remains empty except in the summer season.

The problem here was largely cosmetic: 
improve way-finding, reduce car related clutter 
and raise the town's profile. As with Calais, there 
was a considerable amount of public consultation 
involved. The masterplan that emerged included 
a comprehensive lighting and signage strategy, 
changes to street surfacing to indicate key routes 
and consideration of the sequence of spaces that 
the visitor would encounter on foot, by cycle or by 
car. Perhaps the most important aspect of the plan 
involved bidding for INTERREG funding to help 

• Kathryn Anderson 
Director of Urban Design 
and Emily Pignon, Associate 
Urban Designer at Barton 
Willmore International

↑ Roscoff townscape 
↓ Roscoff new port



Issue 131 – Summer 2014 – Urban Design — 39

Book reviews

Urban Street Design Guide – 
National Association of City 
Transportation Officials
Island Press, 2013, £50.00,  
ISBN 978 1 6109 15342

The title is prosaic for a practical how-to-do-
it handbook, but it would be unfair to label 
the book prosaic. its recommendations are 
based upon two principles that are still revo-
lutionary in some more backward areas of the 
civilised world: that streets are public spaces 
for people’s social lives, and that streets 
should equitably accommodate diverse forms 
of movement, ‘on foot, by bicycle, car or 
transit’. it’s an american book, as that quote 
suggests, compiled as official advice to urban 
authorities by the national association of city 
Transportation officials.

one consequence of the implementa-
tion of these two principles is often the 
reduction in the speeds at which motor cars 
can travel in urban streets. it occurs to me 
that it might be possible to draw some kind 
of time/speed graph covering the past 50 
years, during which the intention of street 
design has evolved, from enabling motor 
vehicles to travel faster to obliging them to 
go more slowly. This is a big generalisation, 
but if there is some truth in it, it represents 
a radical shift in attitudes. at what point did 
the line change direction? not so long ago 
highway engineers were widely regarded as 
the villains of urban design. now, the best 
practitioners at least, are among the most 
admired urban designers.

as well as new streets, the book ad-
dresses the redesign of existing ones. it 
categorises streets typologically – downtown 
Thoroughfare, neighbourhood Main street, 
Boulevard, commercial alley, etc – and 
for each type, the advice is summarised in 
attractive oblique-perspective drawings. 
Then there are detailed sections on street 
trees, bus stops, bus lanes, intersections, 
pedestrian crossings, etc., all well illustrated 
with plans, diagrams and photos, and a lot 
else besides. The book’s advice is formulaic, 
but these are enlightened formulas, and in 

radical opposition to the narrow and inequi-
table formulas which have typically shaped 
street design until recently. 

For a British reader, an amusing diversion 
is to try to translate some of the american 
terms used. do you know what bus bulbs, 
parklets, or ribbon sidewalks are? if not, they 
are all explained, as the book is designed 
for the non-specialist, comprehensible to 
all. could it be useful in a British context? 
allowing for translation, i would say yes. 
British and american cities are more similar 
than they are different, and many of the most 
radical and progressive examples of street 
reshaping have come from the Usa, suppos-
edly the land of unlimited freedom for the 
automobile. 

• Joe Holyoak

The City as a Tangled Bank 
– Urban Design vs Urban 
Evolution
Sir Terry Farrell, AD Primers, 
Wiley, 2014, £27.99,  
ISBN 978 1 118 48734 1

although Terry Farrell concludes that this 
book is not intended as a theory of urban 
design, it feels like a step along a personal 
evolution towards a theory. We should start 
with the title, a quote from darwin’s origin of 
the species, contemplating the ‘tangled river 
bank, clothed with plants of many kinds, 
birds, insects, worms...from so simple a 
beginning forms have evolved’. Terry Farrell’s 
theme is the interactions between life and 
its habitat. He believes that the practitioner 
architect-planner has a contribution to 
make to research, theory and writing, which 
he does largely through describing his own 
projects in a compact and well-illustrated 
volume that took two years to produce. He 
also emphasises the methodology that he 
has developed over a forty-year career to 
tackle problem solving and design through 
sketching, workshops and ‘immersion in the 
territory of city making’, as we all do. The 

collective nature of city making, as a complex 
evolutionary process with so many other dis-
ciplines and hands-on clients involved, is also 
a strong theme running throughout the book. 
evolution and detective work are cited as 
ways for design to emerge from the plethora 
of information and requirements, before this 
quote occurs: ‘so the architect-planner needs 
to engage with evolution, layering and the 
everyday in a manner that the urban designer 
traditionally does not’. resuscitating the title 
of architect-planner i find quite nostalgic, 
but the implied criticism of urban design is 
not explained until the conclusion where he 
states that ‘urban design alone, without some 
attention to urban evolution, can be poten-
tially detrimental when applied in a whole-
sale manner across the city’. of course we do 
not want to see standardised ‘good practice’ 
urban design solutions rolled out relentlessly 
without reference to local needs and context, 
but good urban designers do not do that, nor 
does their first discipline need to have been 
architecture. elsewhere, Farrell contrasts the 
old natural city that evolved, with the city 
conceived through grand gestures. i believe 
that it is the interplay between the two 
that creates great urbanism, as colin rowe 
showed us in collage city. The city of Paris 
has absorbed and grown around and into 
Haussmann’s Boulevards as urban evolution 
continues to feed change and creates new 
forms of city living. Farrell makes pertinent 
comments on architects being selectively 
compelled to dwell on absolutes and new 
toys, as well as being elitist when it comes 
to designing the public realm, not wishing to 
concern themselves with the messy or ugly 
bits of the city; i wonder who he means, and 
how planners have become the ‘traffic war-
dens of the built environment’ as they carry 
out government policy. i found the beginning 
and the ten themes at the end of the book 
most interesting and would have liked more 
detailed case studies describing in depth how 
the collective approach resulted in the com-
pleted work, but overall it is well worth the 
read for anyone interested in urban evolution 
and notions of emergence. 

• Malcolm Moor

Book reviews
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Parking Reform, Made Easy
R W Willson, Island Press, 2013, 
£25.00, ISBN 978 1 6109 14451

cars pervade much of modern society and 
space for storing them when not moving, 
consumes a significant amount of land: ap-
parently in the Usa, for every car there are 
three car parking spaces. From the evidence 
presented in this book, reform in the way that 
car-parking need is assessed and satisfied 
there is an urgent priority. There is little in 
the urban design library that covers this topic 
and Parking reform, Made easy adds to this 
meagre supply. its relevance to urban  design 
is tenuous and as Willson's work is focused 
on experience in the Usa, the link to UK prac-
tice is even more so. 

History can encourage the view that in all 
things automotive, america leads the way. 
in the matter of car parking this does not 
appear to be true, since reform in Willson's 
terms aims to encourage planning legisla-
tors to resist the temptation to provide space 
for every possible car borne visitor and to 
recognise both the damaging effect  of large 
under-utilised car parking areas on the over-
all quality of an area, and the knock-on effect 
that overprovision can have on attempts to 
move car drivers to other modes.

The book is divided into  eleven chapters. 
chapters 1 to 4 are a critique of the american 
approach to parking. chapters 5 to 9 promote 
what Willson asserts is a rational and sus-
tainable approach to car-parking. The final 
two chapters look at involving communities 
in deciding parking provision and at putting 
parking in its proper place. it is disappoint-
ing that Willson seems unaware of european 
experience. There is a fleeting reference 
to a paper presented in cincinnati in 2012, 
concerning the impact of changing from 
minimum to maximum parking requirements 
in London. a case should be made for greater 
exchange of experience on a trans-atlantic 
basis.

The author puts forward some interest-
ing ideas about how to capitalise on parking 
places. one intriguing  notion is to utilise the 

space over car-parking for the installation of 
photo-voltaic panels. one shudders to think 
of a glistening sea of solar panels surround-
ing historic buildings throughout europe, but 
such an idea might have a place when the 
vast spread of parking around airports is con-
sidered. This book is worth reading, if only to 
confirm how wisely we seem to approach the 
problem of car-parking in europe. The Usa 
could do better, it seems.

• Richard Cole

The Art of Shaping the 
Metropolis
Pedro B Ortiz, McGraw-
Hill Education, 2014, £41.99, 
ISBN 978 0 07181 7967

The key messages contained in this illus-
trated compendium of metropolitan planning 
studiesare that: we must realistically address 
the alarming rates of urban growth occurring 
in both developed and developing worlds, 
and that effective metropolitan structures 
able to prevent urban metastasis are needed. 
Pedro ortiz describes the latter as ‘the 
uncontrollable process, in which urban slum 
cells spread like fungus or cancer, destroying 
the structure of urban systems and life’. The 
shocking language is obviously intended to 
grab the reader’s attention as to the urgency 
of the situation, and to drag town planners 
away from their obsession with fiddling with 
legislation towards getting to grips with the 
issue of how to accommodate these billions 
of new urban inhabitants. ortiz’s impressive 
cV starting as deputy Mayor of Madrid in 
charge of planning, to vice-president of the 
international Urban development association 
and senior urban planner at the World Bank, 
gives credibility to his analysis. The situation 
that Britain faced in 1851 of having more than 
half of its population living in urban areas, 
is now a global phenomenon with 3.5 billion 
urban dwellers. The problem is even worse 
when dealing with the projected 5.5 billion 
within 25 years, as the factor of increasing 
the built-up area of cities has to be added. 

Urban growth is usually attributed to longer 
life expectancy and migration, but a big-
ger cause appears to be increasing wealth. 
Growth in GdP outstrips population growth, 
and with wealth demand for space increases. 
ortiz presents two models to restructure 
these mega metropolises: the Metro–Matrix 
archetype at the city scale, and Balanced 
Urban development for the district scale. 
He argues that many cities have expanded 
radially from historic centres which, though 
adaptable to efficient fishbone structures for 
mass transit, are unworkable for traffic as 
road networks work better in grid patterns. 
He demonstrates this with the analysis of the 
unique geography of 23 metropolitan areas 
across three continents, analysing the scale 
and direction of grid patterns of growth that 
he feels are appropriate for each situation. 
The book ends by stating that the World Bank 
uses this Metro-Matrix method to analyse 
metropolises around the world; this is an 
endorsement not altogether comforting to 
those who relish individuality and a sense of 
place emanating from cultures and their own 
urban form and idiosyncrasies. are individu-
ality and character to be found in the detail 
of places and spaces unconstrained by uni-
versal models? does a global problem need a 
universally global answer and could it be bor-
ing? i would have liked to have heard more of 
Pedro ortiz’ views on these dilemmas. 

• Malcolm Moor

Happy City – Transforming 
our lives through urban 
design
Charles Montgomery, Penguin 
Books, 2013, £16.99, ISBN 978 1 
846 14320 5

This book is about a quest for happiness not 
through wealth or power but through better 
designed cities. colleagues will rightly say 
that that is what they have been engaging 
in throughout their professional lives and 
the book is probably aimed not just at the 
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professional but at a wider audience; the 
difference is in the way that this story is told, 
entertaining, anecdotal and optimistic, even 
if some of the statistics are depressing.

The story starts and ends with the past 
Mayor of Bogotá, the author’s hero who, 
when elected, promised to make citizens 
happier and achieved this through reducing 
car usage, improving public transport and 
cycling. after an incursion into the philoso-
phy of happiness, the next chapters shows 
how city authorities always tried to make 
their citizens happier and so often got it 
wrong. as a result, the places most peo-
ple live in are very far removed from their 
dreams; and it is not just the planners or 
the politicians that are at fault but people 
themselves making the wrong decisions. 
sprawl is the result of the search for an illu-
sion that ends up costing both the residents 
and society and ruining the environment. 
Montgomery gives many examples (stockton, 
california is one) and quotes studies and 
statistics to prove his point that 20th century 
car-dependant suburban developments have 
made people poorer, lonelier, unhappier 
and unhealthier; they have also increased 
inequalities and contributed to an increase 
in gas emissions and indirectly to the great 
housing crisis of the last decade. 

Possible solutions are the subject of 
the latter chapters and they will be familiar 
to our readers: denser and more compact 
neighbourhoods, mixed uses, less space for 
the car and more for soft modes of trans-
port, more access to smaller green spaces. 
Most of his exemplars – Vancouver, Vauban, 
copenhagen – or his heroes – jane jacobs, 
jan Gehl – are also familiar. 

so, this book is enjoyable in the sense 
that it confirms all the ideas that most of 
us have. But it is flawed as it uses too many 
obscure and dubious studies with informa-
tion that cannot be checked. it also avoids 
elaborating when the information may not 
support his argument. For instance, Bogotá’s 
excellent public transport system praised 
throughout, seems to be in a very poor 
shape and near collapse. although Mont-
gomery mentions this, he doesn’t explain 
what happened and why this ‘happy-making’ 

investment was so short lived. on the other 
hand, very happy Vancouver happens to 
also be the most expensive city in the world, 
which cannot be such a good thing.

nevertheless, this book should be read 
and recommended, as its heart is in the right 
place and it argues forcefully for a better un-
derstanding of urban design. Pity that there 
aren’t more and better images!

• Sebastian Loew 

Good Cities, Better Lives – 
How Europe Discovered the 
Lost Art of Urbanism
Peter Hall (with contributions 
from Nicholas Falk), Routledge, 
2014, £105 (HB) and £34.99 (PB), 
ISBN 978 0 4158 40217 and 40224

as usual, a book by Peter Hall takes a historic 
view, and is filled with erudite gems and 
facts. no doubt this self-designated city 
travelogue is addressed to urban designers. 
However, those well-versed in sustainable 
development should have detailed knowl-
edge of what the usual suspects have to offer: 
Vauban and rieselfeld, Hammarby sjostad, 
the man-made islands in amsterdam’s east-
ern dockland, Hamburg’s inner city docks, 
or the French tram revival. even the shrink-
ing city phenomenon, such as in Leipzig, has 
entered the professional debate. all of the 
examples here are well documented as the 
many references to other authors’ assess-
ments confirm. illustrations are in black and 
white, no doubt to keep costs down; thus city 
maps  are difficult to read, perhaps because 
they try to include too much information - 
hard to represent without colour. other prob-
lems are the size of the illustrations and their 
captions, with some mistakes in the tables 
and the misspelling of foreign references. 

The first part of the book addresses five 
functional challenges based on Hall’s under-
standing of current urban Britain: balancing 
out urban economies, building new homes, 
linking people to places, living with finite 

resources, and fixing broken machinery. 
These same challenges are discussed in the 
third part in the light of the case studies and 
their relevance to British urban design. The 
visited cities have been selected focusing on 
the selected challenges: boosting economic 
growth in Germany, building sustainable 
suburbs in the netherlands, using public 
transport to develop and regenerate cities in 
France, and conserving energy and environ-
mental resources in scandinavia. Freiburg in 
Germany was chosen because it addresses 
all the challenges in a single integrated way.  

Many continental cities are undertaking 
sustainable development; yet, their diverse 
approaches are just as much influenced by 
the cultural specificities and their milieux, as 
by more narrow economic, politico-adminis-
trative, physical-environmental characteris-
tics. Ways of life and long histories influence 
housing on the continent, which differs from 
the anglo-saxon model. similarly, the neo-
liberal economic model that has taken hold 
there adopts different forms, due to its social 
market approach, its less polarised income 
levels, polycentric settlement structures and 
less centralised governance. For example, 
France with its large number of communes 
and mayors who control planning, and its 
elected regions with power to bid for central 
funding, does not require a Localism act. The 
many institutional arrangements operating 
at the level of an urban agglomeration may 
have the merit of being flexible and without 
fixed boundaries, assisted by the system of 
enabling politicians to be elected at several 
levels simultaneously and to establish hori-
zontal links. if the objective is to expose best 
practice, italian cities with their culture of 
slow living may have deserved a look-in. Pos-
sibly hardest hit by the economic crisis, the 
southern europehas been resorting to alter-
native models which may also have lessons 
for the north. Perhaps, they may form the 
basis for a sequel to this informative book. 

• Judith Ryser

Book reviews
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Directory of practices, corporate 
organisations and urban design 
courses subscribing to this index. 
The following pages provide a service 
to potential clients when they are 
looking for specialist urban design 
advice, and to those considering 
taking an urban design course.

Those wishing to be included in future 
issues should contact the UDG, 
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T  020 7250 0892
C Louise Ingledow 
E  admin@udg.org.uk
W  www.udg.org.uk

ADAm ARChIteCtURe
Old Hyde House
75 Hyde Street
Winchester SO23 7DW
C  Peter Critoph 
E  peter.critoph
 @adamarchitecture.com
W  www.adamarchitecture.com 
World-renowned for progressive, 
classical design covering town 
and country houses, housing 
development, urban masterplans, 
commercial development and public 
buildings. 

AlAn BAXteR & AssoCIAtes
Consulting Engineers
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T  020 7250 1555
C  Alan Baxter
E  abaxter@alanbaxter.co.uk
W  www.alanbaxter.co.uk
An engineering and urban design 
practice. Particularly concerned with 
the thoughtful integration of buildings, 
infrastructure and movement, and the 
creation of places.

AlBonICo sACK metACItY 
ARChIteCts & URBAn 
DesIgneRs
56 Gwigwi Mrwebi Street
Market Theatre Precinct
Newtown, Johannesburg
South Africa 
T  +27 11 492 0633 
C  Monica Albonico
E  monica@albosack.co.za 
W  www.asmarch.com 
A multi-disciplinary practice 
specialising in large scale, green 
field, urban regeneration and 
upgrading strategies, as well as 
residential, special and educational 
projects.

Allen PYKe AssoCIAtes 
The Factory 2 Acre Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF
T  020 8549 3434 
C  David Allen/ Vanessa Ross
E  design@allenpyke.co.uk
W  www.allenpyke.co.uk
Innovative, responsive, committed, 
competitive, process. Priorities: 
people, spaces, movement, culture. 
Places: regenerate, infill, extend 
create.

AllIes & moRRIson: 
URBAn PRACtItIoneRs
85 Southwark Street, London SE1 0HX
T 020 7921 0100
C  Anthony Rifkin
E arifkin@am-up.com 
W www.urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Specialist competition winning urban 
regeneration practice combining 
economic and urban design skills. 
Projects include West Ealing and 
Plymouth East End.

AmeC enVIRonment & 
InFRAstRUCtURe UK ltD
Gables House Kenilworth Road, 
Leamington Spa, Warwicks CV32 6JX
T  01926 439 000
C  David Thompson
E  david.thompson@amec.com
W www.amec.com 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
development planning and 
landscape within broad-based 
multidisciplinary environmental and 
engineering consultancy. 

APPlIeD_
26-27 Great Sutton Street
London EC1V ODS
T 020 7017 8488
C Richard Simon
E info@applied-espi.com
W www.applied-espi.com 
Applied develops globally renowned 
wayfinding strategies and systems. 
Experts in dealing with complex 
information and environments, 
combining editorial and design 
aptitude that keeps the end user at 
the fore. Applied add value through 
well-researched and intelligent 
analysis of city legibility and a 
creative approach to information.

AReA
Grange, Linlithgow
West Lothian EH49 7RH
T  01506 843247
C  Karen Cadell/ Julia Neil
E  ask@area.uk.com
W  www.area.uk.com
Making places imaginatively to 
deliver the successful, sustainable 
and humane environments of the 
future.

ARnolD lInDen
Chartered Architect
31 Waterlow Court, Heath Close
Hampstead Way
London NW11 7DT
T 020 8455 9286
C  Arnold Linden
Integrated regeneration through the 
participation in the creative process 
of the community and the public 
at large, of streets, buildings and 
places.

AssAel ARChIteCtURe
Studio 13, 50 Carnwath Road
London SW6 3FG
T  020 7736 7744
C  Russell Pedley
E  pedley@assael.co.uk
W  www.assael.co.uk
Architects and urban designers 
covering mixed use, hotel, leisure 
and residential, including urban 
frameworks and masterplanning 
projects.

otheR ContRIBUtoRs

• Richard Cole, architect and 
planner, formerly Director of 
Planning and Architecture of the 
Commission for New Towns

• Joe Holyoak, architect and 
urban designer

• Malcolm Moor, architect and 
independent consultant in urban 
design; co-editor of Urban Design 
Futures

• Judith Ryser, researcher, 
journalist, writer and urban affairs 
consultant to Fundacion Metropoli, 
Madrid

• Alan Stones, architect-planner, 
urban design consultant and former 
Head of Design at Essex County 
Council

• Louise Thomas, independent 
urban designer

Neither the Urban Design Group nor 
the editors are responsible for views 
expressed or statements made by 
individuals writing in Urban Design

We welcome articles from our 
readers. If you wish to contribute 
to future issues, please contact the 
editors.

RegIonAl ContACts

If you are interested in getting 
involved with any regional activities 
please get in touch with the following 

lonDon
Robert Huxford and Louise Ingledow
T 020 7250 0892
E  admin@udg.org.uk

stReet lonDon
Join the Facebook Group for updates:
www.facebook.com/streetudg 

soUth eAst
Louise Thomas
T 01865 514643
E  louisethomas@tdrc.co.uk

soUth solent
Peter Frankum
E pfrankum@savills.com

eAst mIDlAnDs
Laura Alvarez
T 0115 962 9000
E  udgeastmidlands@googlemail.com

UDg stReet noRth West 
Mark Foster & Rebecca Newiss 
E  street-north-west@urban-design-

group.org.uk 

noRth eAst
Georgia Giannopoulou
T 0191 222 6006
E  georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk

YoRKshIRe
Robert Thompson
T 0114 2736077
M 07944 252955 
E robert.thompson@sheffield.gov.uk

sCotlAnD
Francis Newton, Jo White  
Edinburgh
E  scotland@urban-design-group.org.uk

WAles
Noel Isherwood
M 07891 776251
E  noel@niaarchitects.com 



Practice Index

Issue 131 – Summer 2014 – Urban Design — 43

AtKIns PlC
Euston Tower, 286 Euston Road,
London NW1 3AT
T  020 7121 2000
C  Paul Reynolds 
E  paul.reynolds@atkinsglobal.com
W www.atkinsglobal.co.uk
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a 
range of built environment specialists 
working together to deliver quality 
places for everybody to enjoy.

BARton WIllmoRe 
PARtneRshIP
Beansheaf Farmhouse, Bourne Close, 
Calcot, Reading, Berks RG31 7BW
T  0118 943 0000
C  James de Havilland, Nick Sweet and 

Dominic Scott
E  masterplanning@bartonwillmore.

co.uk
W www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
Concept through to implementation 
on complex sites, comprehensive 
design guides, urban regeneration, 
brownfield sites, and major urban 
expansions.

the Bell CoRnWell 
PARtneRshIP
Oakview House, Station Road, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 9TP
T  01256 766673
C  Simon Avery
E  savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk
W  www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Specialists in Masterplanning and the 
coordination of major development 
proposals. Advisors on development 
plan representations, planning 
applications and appeals. 

BIDWells 
Bidwell House, Trumpington Road
Cambridge CB2 9LD
T 01223 559404
C Philip Ayres 
E philip.ayres@bidwells.co.uk
W www.bidwells.co.uk
Planning, Landscape and Urban 
Design consultancy, specialising 
in Masterplanning, Townscape 
Assessment, Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment.

BoYeR PlAnnIng
Crowthorne House, Nine Mile Ride
Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 3GZ
T  01344 753220
C  Craige Burden
E  craigeburden@boyerplanning.co.uk
W  www.boyerplanning.co.uk
Offices in Wokingham, Colchester, 
Cardiff, Twickenham and London.
Planning and urban design 
consultants offering a wide range of 
services to support sites throughout 
the development process: from 
appraisals to planning applications 
and appeals. 

BPUD ltD
155 Huddersfield Road
Macclesfield
Cheshire SK10 2QX
T 01625 262924
C Bob Phillips
E info@bpud.co.uk
W www.bpud.co.uk
A multi-disciplinary town planning 
and urban design consultancy 
dedicated to the delivery of high 
quality development solutions 
working with public, private and 
community organisations

BRoADWAY mAlYAn
3 Weybridge Business Park
Addlestone Road, Weybridge,
Surrey KT15 2BW
T 01932 845599
C Erik Watson
E e.watson@broadwaymalyan.com
W www.broadwaymalyan.com
We are an international 
interdisciplinary practice which 
believes in the value of place-
making-led masterplans that are 
rooted in local context.

BRoCK CARmIChAel 
ARChIteCts
19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
T  0151 242 6222
C  Michael Cosser
E  office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Masterplans and development 
briefs. Mixed use and brownfield 
regeneration projects. Design in 
historic and sensitive settings. 
Integrated landscape design.

BUIlDIng DesIgn PARtneRshIP
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, 
London EC1V 4LJ
T  020 7812 8000
C  Andrew Tindsley
E  andrew.tindsley@bdp.com
W  www.bdp.co.uk
BDP offers town planning, 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
landscape, regeneration and 
sustainability studies, and has teams 
based in London, Manchester and 
Belfast.

BURns + nICe
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T  020 7253 0808
C  Marie Burns/ Stephen Nice
E  bn@burnsnice.com
W  www.burnsnice.com
Urban design, landscape 
architecture, environmental and 
transport planning. Masterplanning, 
design and public consultation for 
community-led work.

CAPItA PRoPeRtY AnD 
InFRAstRUCtURe
Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham, 
Chelmsford, 
Essex CM3 3PJ
T  01245 361611
C  Richard Maloney
E  richard.maloney@capita.co.uk
W  www.capitaproperty.co.uk
Masterplans, urban design, urban 
regeneration, historic buildings, 
project management, planning, EIA, 
landscape planning and design.

CARteR JonAs
Berger House, 36-38 Berkeley Square
London W1J 5AE
T 020 7016 0720
C Rebecca Sanders
E rebecca.sanders@carterjonas.co.uk
W www.carterjonas.co.uk/en-GB/
dev-planning-development-2-1.aspx
Multidisciplinary practice working 
throughout the UK, specialising in 
urban design and masterplanning, 
place-making, new settlements 
and urban extensions, urban 
regeneration, sustainability 
and community consultation. 
Complemented by in-house 
architecture, planning, development, 
investment, property and minerals 
teams.

Ch2m hIll
Elms House, 43 Brook Green
Hammersmith, London W6 7EF
T  020 3479 8000
C  Robert Schmidt / Duncan Whatmore
E Bob.Schmidt@ch2m.com
W  www.ch2m.com
Global leader in full-service master 
planning & site optimisation, 
urban design, and programme 
management services for public & 
private clients.  We are committed to 
delivering innovative, practical and 
sustainable solutions.

ChAPmAn tAYloR llP
10 Eastbourne Terrace,
London W2 6LG
T  020 7371 3000
E  ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com 
W  www.chapmantaylor.com
MANCHESTER
Bass Warehouse, 4 Castle Street
Castlefield, Manchester M3 4LZ
T  0161 828 6500
E  ctmcr@chapmantaylor.com
Chapman Taylor is an international 
firm of architects and urban 
designers specialising in mixed 
use city centre regeneration and 
transport projects throughout the 
world. Offices in Bangkok, Brussels, 
Bucharest, Düsseldorf, Kiev, Madrid, 
Milan, Moscow, New Delhi, Paris, 
Prague, Sao Paulo, Shanghai and 
Warsaw.

CItY ID 
23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5AN
T  0117 917 7000
C  Mike Rawlinson
E  mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
W  cityid.co.uk
Place branding and marketing vision 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
public realm strategies, way finding 
and legibility strategies, information 
design and graphics.

ClARKe KleIn & ChAUDhURI 
ARChIteCts
22 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QJ
T  020 7637 9719 
C  Wendy Clarke
E  info@ckcarchitects.com
Small design-led practice focusing 
on custom solutions for architectural, 
planning or urban design projects. 
Exploring the potential for innovative 
urban design.

ColoUR URBAn DesIgn lImIteD
Milburn House, Dean Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1LE
T  0191 242 4224
LONDON OFFICE
94 Euston Street, London NW1 2HA
T  0207 387 8560
C  Peter Owens
E  design@colour-udl.com
W  www.colour-udl.com
Office also in London. Design 
oriented projects with full client 
participation. Public spaces, 
regeneration, development, 
Masterplanning, residential, 
education and healthcare.

ConRoY CRoWe KellY 
ARChIteCts & URBAn 
DesIgneRs
65 merrion square, Dublin 2
T  00 353 1 661 3990
C  Clare Burke
E  clareburke@cck.ie
W  www.cck.ie
Architecture, urban design, 
Masterplanning, village studies. 
Mixed use residential developments 
with a strong identity and sense of 
place.

DAVID hUsKIsson AssoCIAtes
17 Upper Grosvenor Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2DU
T  01892 527828
C  Nicola Brown
E  dha@dha-landscape.co.uk
W www.dha-landscape.co.uk
Landscape consultancy offering 
Masterplanning, streetscape 
and urban park design, estate 
restoration, environmental impact 
assessments.

DAVID loCK AssoCIAtes ltD
50 North Thirteenth Street, 
Central Milton Keynes, 
Milton Keynes MK9 3BP
T  01908 666276
C  Will Cousins
E  mail@davidlock.com
W  www.davidlock.com
Strategic planning studies, 
area development frameworks, 
development briefs, design 
guidelines, Masterplanning, 
implementation strategies, 
environmental statements.

DeFIne
Cornwall Buildings, 45-51 Newhall 
Street, Birmingham B3 3QR 
T  0121 213 4720 
C  Andy Williams 
E  enquiries@wearedefine.com
W  www.wearedefine.com
Define specialises in the promotion, 
shaping and assessment of 
development. Our work focuses on 
strategic planning, masterplanning, 
urban design codes, EIA, TVIA, estate 
strategies, public realm design, 
consultation strategies, urban design 
audits and expert witness. 

DeVeReUX ARChIteCts ltD
200 Upper Richmond Road, 
London SW15 2SH
T  020 8780 1800
C Darius Umrigar
E  darius.umrigar@

devereuxarchitects.com
W  www.devereux.co.uk
Adding value through innovative, 
ambitious solutions in complex urban 
environments.

DhA PlAnnIng & URBAn 
DesIgn
Eclipse House, Eclipse Park, 
Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 3EN
T  01622 776226
C  Matthew Woodhead
E  info@dhaplanning.co.uk
W  dhaplanning.co.uk
Planning and Urban Design 
Consultancy offering a full range 
of Urban Design services including 
Masterplanning, development briefs 
and design statements. 
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DoYle toWn PlAnnIng & 
URBAn DesIgn
86-90 Paul Street
London EC2A 4NE
T 020 3305 7476
C Michael Doyle
E michaeldoyle.doyle@gmail.com
W www.michael-doyle.com
Urban design and masterplanning 
practice specialising in placemaking 
at the interface with transport 
infrastructures, city and city centre 
design, historic quarters, new 
settlements and extensions.

FAUlKneRBRoWns
Dobson House, Northumbrian Way, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 0QW
T  0191 268 3007
C  Ben Sykes
E  info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
W  www.faulknerbrowns.co.uk
Formed in 1962, FaulknerBrowns is 
a regionally-based architectural 
design practice with a national 
and international reputation. 
From a workload based initially on 
education, library and sports and 
leisure buildings, the practice’s 
current workload also extends 
across a number of sectors including 
masterplanning, offices, healthcare, 
commercial mixed use, industrial 
and residential, for both private and 
public sector clients.

FeRIA URBAnIsm
Second Floor Studio, 11 Fernside Road
Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2LA
T  01202 548676
C  Richard Eastham
E  info@feria-urbanism.eu
W  www.feria-urbanism.eu 
Expertise in urban planning, 
masterplanning and public 
participation. Specialisms include 
design for the night time economy, 
urban design skills training and local 
community engagement.

FletCheR PRIest ARChIteCts
Middlesex House, 34/42 Cleveland 
Street,
London W1T 4JE 
T  020 7034 2200 
F  020 7637 5347 
C  Jonathan Kendall
E  london@fletcherpriest.com
W  www.fletcherpreist.com
Work ranges from city-scale 
masterplans (Stratford City, Riga) to 
architectural commissions for high-
profile professional clients.

FPCR enVIRonment 
& DesIgn ltD
Lockington Hall, Lockington, 
Derby DE74 2RH
T  01509 672772
C  Tim Jackson 
E  tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
W  www.fpcr.co.uk
Integrated design and 
environmental practice. Specialists 
in Masterplanning, urban and mixed 
use regeneration, development 
frameworks, EIAs and public 
inquiries. 

FRAmeWoRK ARChIteCtURe 
AnD URBAn DesIgn
3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane, 
Burton Waters, Lincoln LN1 2WN
T  01522 535383
C  Gregg Wilson
E  info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
W www.frameworklincoln.co.uk
Architecture and urban design. A 
commitment to the broader built 
environment and the particular 
dynamic of a place and the design 
opportunities presented.

gARsDAle DesIgn lImIteD
High Branthwaites, Frostrow, 
Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5JR
T  015396 20875
C  Derrick Hartley
E  Info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
W  www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
GDL provides Masterplanning and 
urban design, architecture and 
heritage services developed through 
25 years wide ranging experience in 
the UK and Middle East. 

gloBe ConsUltAnts ltD
26 Westgate, Lincoln LN1 3BD
T  01522 546483
C  Lynette Swinburne
lynette.swinburne@globelimited.co.uk 
W  www.globelimited.co.uk
Provides urban design, planning, 
economic and cultural development 
services across the UK and 
internationally, specialising in 
sustainable development solutions, 
masterplanning and regeneration.

gIllesPIes
Environment by Design
GLASGOW
21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP
T  0141 420 8200
C  Brian M Evans
E  admin.glasgow@gillespies.co.uk
MANCHESTER
T  0161 928 7715
C  Jim Gibson
E  jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk
OXFORD
T  01865 326789
C  Paul F Taylor
E  admin.oxford@gillespies.co.uk
W www.gillespies.co.uk
Urban design, landscape 
architecture, architecture, planning, 
environmental assessment, 
planning supervisors and project 
management.

gm DesIgn AssoCIAtes ltD 
22 Lodge Road, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry BT52 1NB
Northern Ireland
T  028 703 56138
C  Bill Gamble
E  bill.gamble@g-m-design.co.uk
W   www.g-m-design.com
Architecture, town and country 
planning, urban design, landscape 
architecture, development 
frameworks and briefs, feasibility 
studies, sustainability appraisals, 
public participation and community 
engagement.

hAnKInson DUCKett 
AssoCIAtes
The Stables, Howberry Park, Benson 
Lane, Wallingford OX10 8BA
T  01491 838 175
C  Brian Duckett
E  consult@hda-enviro.co.uk
W www.hda-enviro.co.uk
An approach which adds value 
through innovative solutions. 
Development planning, new 
settlements, environmental 
assessment, re-use of redundant 
buildings.

hAWKIns\BRoWn
60 Bastwick Street, London EC1V 3TN
T  020 7336 8030
C  David Bickle
E  davidbickle@hawkinsbrown.co.uk
W  www.hawkinsbrown.co.uk 
Multi-disciplinary architecture and 
urban design practice specialising in 
mixed use regeneration, educational 
Masterplanning, sustainable rural 
development frameworks, transport 
infrastructure and public urban realm 
design.

hoK InteRnAtIonAl ltD
Qube, 90 Whitfield Street
London W1T 4EZ
T  020 7636 2006
C  Tim Gale
E  tim.gale@hok.com
W www.hok.com
HOK delivers design of the highest 
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading 
architectural practices, offering 
experienced people in a diverse 
range of building types, skills and 
markets.

htA DesIgn llP
106-110 Kentish Town Road
London NW1 9PX
T 020 7485 8555
C Simon Bayliss
E simon.bayliss@hta.co.uk 
W www.hta.co.uk
HTA Design LLP is a multi-disciplinary 
practice of architecture, landscape 
design, planning, urban design, 
sustainability, graphic design and 
communications based in London 
and Edinburgh, specialising in 
regeneration. Offices in London & 
Edinburgh.

hYlAnD eDgAR DRIVeR
One Wessex Way, Colden Common, 
Winchester, Hants SO21 1WG
T  01962 711 600
C  John Hyland
E  hed@heduk.com
W  www.heduk.com
Innovative problem solving, driven 
by cost efficiency and sustainability, 
combined with imagination and 
coherent aesthetic of the highest 
quality.

IBI tAYloR YoUng
Chadsworth House, Wilmslow Road, 
Handforth, Cheshire SK9 3HP
T  01625 542200
C  Stephen Gleave 
E  stephengleave@tayloryoung.co.uk
LIVERPOOL
T  0151 702 6500
W www.tayloryoung.co.uk
Urban design, planning and 
development. Town studies, housing, 
commercial, distribution, health and 
transportation. Specialist in urban 
design training.

John thomPson & PARtneRs
23-25 Great Sutton Street, 
London ECIV 0DN 
T  020 7017 1780 
C  Marcus Adams 
E  info@jtp.co.uk 
EDINBURGH 
2nd Floor Venue studios, 15-21 
Calton Road, Edinburgh EH8 8DL 
T  0131 272 2762
C  Alan Stewart
E  info@jtp.co.uk 
W  www.jtp.co.uk
Addressing the problems of physical, 
social and economic regeneration 
through collaborative interdisciplinary 
community based planning.

Jon RoWlAnD URBAn DesIgn
65 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford OX2 9HE
T  01865 863642
C  Jon Rowland
E  jonrowland@jrud.co.uk
W  www.jrud.co.uk
Urban design, urban regeneration, 
development frameworks, site 
appraisals, town centre studies, 
design guidance, public participation 
and Masterplanning.

KAY ellIott
5-7 Meadfoot Road, Torquay, Devon 
TQ1 2JP
T  01803 213553
C  Mark Jones
E  admin@kayelliott.co.uk
W  www.kayelliott.co.uk
International studio with 30 year 
history of imaginative architects 
and urban designers, creating 
buildings and places that enhance 
their surroundings and add financial 
value.

lAnDsCAPe PRoJeCts
31 Blackfriars Road, Salford
Manchester M3 7AQ 
T 0161 839 8336
C Neil Swanson
E post@landscapeprojects.co.uk 
W www.landscapeprojects.co.uk 
We work at the boundary between 
architecture, urban and landscape 
design, seeking innovative, sensitive 
design and creative thinking. Offices 
in Manchester & London.

lAnD Use ConsUltAnts
43 Chalton Street, London NW1 1JD
T 020 7383 5784 
C Adrian Wikeley
E london@landuse.co.uk 
GLASGOW
37 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JJ
T 0141 334 9595
C Martin Tabor
E glasgow@landuse.co.uk
W www.landuse.co.uk
Urban regeneration, landscape 
design, masterplanning, sustainable 
development, environmental 
planning, environmental assessment, 
landscape planning and 
management. Offices also in Bristol 
and Edinburgh.
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lAnPRo seRVICes
4 St Mary's House
Duke Street, Norwich NR3 1QA
T 01603 631 319
C Jun Lee
E jun@lanproservices.co.uk
W www.lanproservices.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary consultancy 
providing specialist advice in 
the fields of town planning, 
masterplanning, urban design, 
project management and monitoring, 
landscape architecture and interior 
design.

lAVIgne lonsDAle ltD
38 Belgrave Crescent, Camden
Bath BA1 5JU
T  01225 421539
TRURO
55 Lemon Street, Truro
Cornwall TR1 2PE
T  01872 273118
C  Martyn Lonsdale
E  martyn@lavignelonsdale.co.uk
W  www.lavigne.co.uk 
We are an integrated practice of 
masterplanners, Urban Designers, 
Landscape Architects and Product 
Designers. Experienced in large 
scale, mixed use and residential 
Masterplanning, health, education, 
regeneration, housing, parks, public 
realm and streetscape design. 

lDA DesIgn
14-17 Wells Mews, London W1T 3HF
T  020 7467 1470
C Vaughan Anderson
vaughan.anderson@lda-design.co.uk 
W www.lda-design.co.uk
GLASGOW
Sovereign House,  
158 West Regent Street 
Glasgow G2 4RL
T 0141 2229780
C Kirstin Taylor
E Kirstin.taylor@lda-design.co.uk
Offices also in Oxford, Peterborough 
& Exeter
Multidisciplinary firm covering all 
aspects of Masterplanning, urban 
regeneration, public realm design, 
environmental impact and community 
involvement.

leVItt BeRnsteIn 
AssoCIAtes ltD
1 Kingsland Passage, London E8 2BB
T  020 7275 7676
C  Glyn Tully
E  post@levittbernstein.co.uk
W  www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Urban design, Masterplanning, full 
architectural service, lottery grant 
bid advice, interior design, urban 
renewal consultancy and landscape 
design.

lhC URBAn DesIgn
Design Studio, Emperor Way, Exeter 
Business Park, Exeter, Devon EX1 3QS
T  01392 444334
C  John Baulch
E  jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
W www.lhc.net
Urban designers, architects and 
landscape architects, providing an 
integrated approach to strategic 
visioning, regeneration, urban 
renewal, Masterplanning and 
public realm projects. Creative, 
knowledgeable, practical, 
passionate.

lIz lAKe AssoCIAtes
Western House, Chapel Hill
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8AG
T  01279 647044
C  Matt Lee
E  office@lizlake.com
W  www.lizlake.com
Urban fringe/brownfield sites where 
an holistic approach to urban design, 
landscape, and ecological issues 
can provide robust design solutions.

lsI ARChIteCts llP
The Old Drill Hall, 23 A Cattle Market 
Street, Norwich NR1 3DY
T  01603 660711
C  David Thompson
david.thompson@lsiarchitects.co.uk
W www.lsiarchitects.co.uk
Large scale Masterplanning and 
visualisation in sectors such as 
health, education and business, and 
new sustainable settlements.

mAlColm mooR URBAn DesIgn
27 Ock Mill Close, Abingdon
Oxon OX14 1SP
T  01235 550122
C  Malcolm Moor
E  malcolmmoor@aol.com
W  www.moorud.com
Master planning of new communities, 
urban design, residential, urban 
capacity and ecofitting studies, 
design involvement with major 
international projects.

melVIlle DUnBAR AssoCIAtes
Studio 2, Griggs Business Centre
West Street, Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1NT
T  01376 562828
C  Melville Dunbar
E  info@melvilledunbarassociates.com
W www.melvilledunbarassociates.com 
Architecture, urban design, planning, 
Masterplanning, new towns, urban 
regeneration, conservation studies, 
design guides, townscape studies, 
design briefs.

metRoPolIs PlAnnIng AnD 
DesIgn
4 Underwood Row, London N1 7LQ 
T 020 7324 2662 
C Greg Cooper
E info@metropolis.com 
W ww.metropolispd.com 
Metropolitan urban design solutions 
drawn from a multi-disciplinary 
studio of urban designers, architects, 
planners and heritage architects.

moUChel 
209-215 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 8NL
T  020 7803 2600
C  Ludovic Pittie
E  Ludovic.Pittie@mouchel.com
W  www.mouchel.com 
Integrated urban design, transport 
and engineering consultancy, 
changing the urban landscape in a 
positive manner, creating places for 
sustainable living.

nAthAnIel lIChFIelD & 
PARtneRs ltD
14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street, 
London N1 9RL
T  020 7837 4477
C  Nick Thompson
E  nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
W  www.nlpplanning.com
Also at Newcastle upon Tyne and 
Cardiff
Urban design, Masterplanning, 
heritage/conservation, visual 
appraisal, regeneration, daylight/
sunlight assessments, public realm 
strategies.

neW mAsteRPlAnnIng lImIteD
2nd Floor, 107 Bournemouth Road, 
Poole, Dorset BH14 9HR
T  01202 742228
C  Andy Ward
E  office@newMasterplanning.com
W  www.newMasterplanning.com
Our skills combine strategic planning 
with detailed implementation, 
design flair with economic rigour, 
independent thinking with a 
partnership approach.

nICholAs PeARson 
AssoCIAtes
30 Brock Street, Bath BA1 2LN
T  01225 445548
C Simon Kale
E info@npaconsult.co.uk
W www.npaconsult.co.uk
Masterplanning, public realm 
design, streetscape analysis, 
concept and detail designs. Also full 
landscape architecture service, EIA, 
green infrastructure, ecology and 
biodiversity, environmental planning 
and management.

nJBA A + U
4 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2
T  00 353 1 678 8068
C  Noel J Brady
E  njbarchitects@eircom.net
W  www.12publishers.com/njba.htm
Integrated landscapes, urban 
design, town centres and squares, 
strategic design and planning.

noDe URBAn DesIgn
33 Holmfield Road
Leicester LE2 1SE
T 0116 2708742 
C Nigel Wakefield
E nwakefield@nodeurbandesign.com
W www.nodeurbandesign.com
An innovative team of urban design, 
landscape and heritage consultants 
who believe that good design adds 
value. Providing sustainable urban 
design and masterplan solutions 
at all scales of development with a 
focus on the creation of a sense of 
place.

noVell tUllett
The Old Mess Room
Home Farm 
Barrow Gurney BS48 3RW 
T  01275 462476 
C  Simon Lindsley
E bristol@novelltullett.co.uk
W  www.novelltullett.co.uk
Urban design, landscape 
architecture and environmental 
planning.

PAUl DReW DesIgn ltD
23-25 Great Sutton Street
London EC1V 0DN
T  020 7017 1785
C  Paul Drew
E  pdrew@pauldrewdesign.co.uk
W  www.pauldrewdesign.co.uk
Masterplanning, urban design, 
residential and mixed use design. 
Creative use of design codes and 
other briefing material.

PD lAne AssoCIAtes 
1 Church Road, Greystones, 
County Wicklow, Ireland 
T  00 353 1287 6697
C  Malcolm Lane
E  dlane@pdlane.ie
W www.pdlane.ie
Urban design, architecture and 
planning consultancy, specialising 
in Masterplanning, development 
frameworks, site layouts, 
applications, appeals, project co-
ordination.

PegAsUs gRoUP
Pegasus House
Querns Business Centre
Whitworth Road, Cirencester GL7 1RT
T 01285 641717
C Michael Carr
E mike.carr@pegasuspg.co.uk
W www.pegasuspg.co.uk
Masterplanning, detailed layout 
and architectural design, design 
and access statements, design 
codes, sustainable design, 
development briefs, development 
frameworks, expert witness, 
community involvement and 
sustainability appraisal. Part of the 
multidisciplinary Pegasus Group.

PhIlIP CAVe AssoCIAtes
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
T  020 7250 0077
C  Philip Cave
E  principal@philipcave.com
W  www.philipcave.com
Design-led practice with innovative 
yet practical solutions to 
environmental opportunities in urban 
regeneration. Specialist expertise in 
landscape architecture.

PlAInVIeW PlAnnIng
5 Strand Court, Bath Road
Cheltenham GL53 7LW
T 01242 501 003
C Adam Rabone
E adam@plainview.co.uk
W www.plainview.co.uk

PlAnIt i.e. ltD
The Planit Group, 2 Back Grafton Street
Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 1DY
T  0161 928 9281
C  Peter Swift
E info@planit-ie.com
W  www.planit-ie.com
Public realm solutions informed by 
robust urban design. We create 
quality spaces for people to live, 
work, play and enjoy.

+PlUs URBAn DesIgn ltD
Spaceworks, Benton Park Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7LX
T 0844 800 6660
C Richard Charge, Tony Wyatt
E richardcharge@plusud.co.uk
W www.plusud.co.uk
Specialist practice providing strate-
gic masterplanning, urban design 
guidance, analysis, character 
assessment and independent design 
advisory expertise.
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PoD 
99 Galgate,Barnard Castle,
Co Durham DL12 8ES
T 0845 872 7288
C  Andy Dolby
E andy@podbarnardcastle.co.uk
NEWCASTLE
G27 Toffee Factory
Lower Steenbergs Yard
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 2DF
C  Craig Van Bedaf
W  www.designbypod.co.uk
Masterplanning, site appraisal, 
layout and architectural design. 
Development frameworks, urban 
regeneration, design codes, briefs 
and design and access statements.

PollARD thomAs eDWARDs 
ARChIteCts
Diespeker Wharf, 38 Graham Street, 
London N1 8JX
T  020 7336 7777
C  Robin Saha-Choudhury
 Andrew Beharrell
E robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
W  www.ptea.co.uk
Masterplanners, urban designers, 
developers, architects, listed building 
and conservation area designers; 
specialising in inner city mixed use 
high density regeneration.

PRoJeCt CentRe ltD
Fourth Floor Westgate House
Westgate, London W5 1YY 
T  020 7421 8222
C  David Moores
E  info@projectcentre.co.uk
W  www.projectcentre.co.uk
Landscape architecture, public realm 
design, urban regeneration, street 
lighting design, planning supervision, 
traffic and transportation, parking 
and highway design.

PRP ARChIteCts
10 Lindsey Street, 
London EC1A 9HP
T 020 7653 1200
C Andy von Bradsky
E lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk
Architects, planners, urban 
designers and landscape architects, 
specialising in housing, urban 
regeneration, health, education and 
leisure projects.

RAnDAll thoRP
Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street, 
Manchester M1 5FW
T  0161 228 7721
C  Pauline Randall
E  mail@randallthorp.co.uk
W www.randallthorp.co.uk
Masterplanning for new 
developments and settlements, 
infrastructure design and urban 
renewal, design guides and design 
briefing, public participation.

RAnDom gReenWAY 
ARChIteCts
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road
Caterham Surrey CR3 6HY
T  01883 346 441
C  R Greenway
E  rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.

co.uk
Architecture, planning and urban 
design. New build, regeneration, 
refurbishment and restoration.

RIChARD ColemAn 
CItYDesIgneR
14 Lower Grosvenor Place, 
London SW1W 0EX
T  020 7630 4880
C Lakshmi Varma
E  r.coleman@citydesigner.com
Advice on architectural quality, 
urban design, and conservation, 
historic buildings and townscape. 
Environmental statements, listed 
buildings/area consent applications.

RIChARDs PARtIngton 
ARChIteCts
Unit G, Reliance Wharf, 
Hertford Road, London N1 5EW
T  020 7241 7770
C  Richard Partington
E  post@rparchitects.co.uk
W  www.rparchitects.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail, 
education, sustainability and 
commercial projects that take 
a responsible approach to the 
environment and resources.

RIChARD ReID & AssoCIAtes
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill,  
Sevenoaks TN14 6BS
T  01732 741417
C  Richard Reid
E rreid@richardreid.co.uk 
W www.richardreid.co.uk

RPs
Bristol, Cambridge, London, Newark, 
Southampton & Swindon
T  0800 587 9939
E  rpspte@rpsplc.co.uk
W  www.rpsgroup.com
Part of the RPS Group providing a 
wide range of urban design services 
including Masterplanning and 
development frameworks, design 
guides and statements.

sAVIlls (l&P) lImIteD
33 Margaret Street
London W1G 0JD
T  020 3320 8242
W  www.savills.com
SOUTHAMPTON
2 Charlotte Place, 
Southampton SO14 0TB
T  02380 713900
C  Peter Frankum
E  pfrankum@savills.com
Offices throughout the World
Savills Urban Design creates value 
from places and places of value. 
Masterplanning, urban design, 
design coding, urban design advice, 
planning, commercial guidance.

sAUnDeRs PARtneRshIP
Studio Four, 37 Broadwater Road, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 3AX
T  01707 385 300
C  Martin Williams
E  urbandesign@saundersarchitects.

com 
W www.saundersarchitects.com

sCott BRoWnRIgg ltD 
St Catherines Court, 46-48 Portsmouth 
Road, Guildford GU2 4DU
T  01483 568 686
C Alex Baker
E  a.baker@scottbrownrigg.com
W  www.scottbrownrigg.com
Integrated service of architecture, 
urban design, planning, 
Masterplanning, involved in several 
mixed use schemes regenerating 
inner city and brownfield sites.

sCott tAllon WAlKeR 
ARChIteCts
19 Merrion Square, Dublin 2 
T  00 353 1 669 3000
C  Philip Jackson
E mail@stwarchitects.com
W  www.stwarchitects.com
Award winning international practice 
covering all aspects of architecture, 
urban design and planning.

shAFFReY AssoCIAtes
29 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1
T  00 353 1872 5602
C  Gráinne Shaffrey 
E  studio@shaffrey.ie
W www.shaffrey.ie
Urban conservation and design, with 
a particular commitment to the
regeneration of historic urban 
centres, small towns and villages, 
including new development.

sheIls FlYnn ltD
Bank House High Street, Docking, 
Kings Lynn PE31 8NH
T  01485 518304
C  Eoghan Sheils
E  norfolk@sheilsflynn.com
W www.sheilsflynn.com
Award winning town centre 
regeneration schemes, urban 
strategies and design guidance. 
Specialists in community consultation 
and team facilitation.

shePheARD ePsteIn hUnteR
Phoenix Yard, 65 King’s Cross Road, 
London WC1X 9LW
T  020 7841 7500
C  Steven Pidwill
E  stevenpidwill@seh.co.uk
W www.seh.co.uk
SEH is a user-friendly, award-
winning architects firm, known for 
its work in regeneration, education, 
housing, Masterplanning, mixed use 
and healthcare projects. 

shePPARD RoBson
77 Parkway, Camden Town, 
London NW1 7PU
T  020 7504 1700
C  Charles Scott
E  charles.scott@sheppardrobson.com
W  www.sheppardrobson.com
MANCHESTER
27th Floor, City Tower, Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4BD
T  0161 233 8900
Planners, urban designers and 
architects. Strategic planning, urban 
regeneration, development planning, 
town centre renewal, new settlement 
planning.

sIgnet URBAn DesIgn
Rowe House, 10 East Parade
Harrogate HG1 5LT
T 01423 857510
C Richard Walshaw
E walshawr@signetplanning.com
W www.signetplanning.com
A team of talented urban 
design professionals providing 
masterplanning, detailed layout 
and architectural design, design 
and access statements, design 
codes and development frameworks 
throughout the UK.

smeeDen FoRemAn ltD
Somerset House, Low Moor Lane
Scotton, Knaresborough HG5 9JB
T  01423 863369 
C  Mark Smeeden
E  office@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
W  www.smeedenforeman.co.uk
Ecology, landscape architecture 
and urban design. Environmental 
assessment, detailed design, 
contract packages and site 
supervision.

soltYs: BReWsteR ConsUltIng
4 Stangate House, Stanwell Road, 
Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan CF64 2AA
T  029 2040 8476
C  Simon Brewster
E  enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
W  www.soltysbrewster.co.uk
Urban design, masterplans, 
design strategies, visual impact, 
environmental assessment, 
regeneration of urban space, 
landscape design and project 
management. 

sPACehUB
Grimsby Street Studio,  
20a Grimsby Street
London E2 6ES 
T 020 7739 6699 
C Giles Charlton 
E giles@spacehubdesign.com
W www.spacehubdesign.com
spacehub is a young design 
studio, specialising in public realm, 
landscape, ecology and urban 
design. We are passionate and 
committed to creative thinking and 
collaborative working.

sPAWFoRths
Junction 41 Business Court, East 
Ardsley, Leeds WF3 2AB
T  01924 873873
C  Adrian Spawforth
E  info@spawforths.co.uk 
W  www.spawforths.co.uk 
Urbanism with planners and 
architects specialising in 
Masterplanning, community 
engagement, visioning and 
development frameworks.

stRIDe tRegloWn 
Promenade House, The Promenade
Clifton Down, Bristol BS8 3NE
T 0117 974 3271 
C Graham Stephens
grahamstephens@stridetreglown.com 
W www.stridetreglown.com/ 

stUARt tURneR AssoCIAtes
12 Ledbury, Great Linford, 
Milton Keynes MK14 5DS
T  01908 678672
C  Stuart Turner
E  st@studiost.co.uk
W  www.studiost.co.uk
Architecture, urban design and 
environmental planning, the 
design of new settlements, urban 
regeneration and site development 
studies.

stUDIo | ReAl
Oxford Centre for Innovation
New Road, Oxford OX1 1BY
T  01865 261461
C  Roger Evans
E  design@studioreal.co.uk
W  www.studioreal.co.uk
Urban regeneration, quarter 
frameworks and design briefs, town 
centre strategies, movement in towns, 
Masterplanning and development 
economics. 
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teRRA FIRmA ConsUltAnCY
Cedar Court, 5 College Street
Petersfield GU31 4AE
T  01730 262040
C  Lionel Fanshawe
E  contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.

com
W www.terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Independent landscape architectural 
practice with considerable urban 
design experience at all scales from 
EIA to project delivery throughout UK 
and overseas. 

teRRY FARRell AnD PARtneRs
7 Hatton Street, London NW8 8PL
T  020 7258 3433
C Max Farrell
E mfarrell@terryfarrell.co.uk
W  www.terryfarrell.com
Architectural, urban design, planning 
and Masterplanning services. 
New buildings, refurbishment, 
conference/exhibition centres and 
visitor attractions.

tetloW KIng
Building 300, The Grange, 
Romsey Road, Michelmersh, 
Romsey SO51 0AE
T  01794 517333
C  Gary Rider
E  gary.r@tetlowking.co.uk
W  www.tetlowking.co.uk
Award winning multi-disciplinary 
practice encompassing architecture, 
urban design, masterplanning, 
design coding, regeneration, 
development frameworks, 
sustainable design/planning and 
construction. Residential and 
retirement care specialists.

tIBBAlDs PlAnnIng & URBAn 
DesIgn
19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge 
Road, London SE1 3JB
T  020 7089 2121
C Katja Stille
E  mail@tibbalds.co.uk
W  www.tibbalds.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
designers, architects and planners. 
Provides expertise from concept 
to implementation in regeneration, 
masterplanning, urban design and 
design management to public and 
private sector clients.

toWnsCAPe solUtIons
13 Crosbie Road, Harborne
Birmingham B17 9BG
T  0121 429 6111 
C  Kenny Brown
E  kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
W  www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Specialist urban design practice 
offering a wide range of services 
including masterplans, site layouts, 
design briefs, design and access 
statements, expert witness and 3D 
illustrations.

tP Bennett llP
One America Street, London SE1 0NE
T  020 7208 2029
C  Peter Davis
E Peter.Davis@tpbennett.com 
W www.tpbennett.com
Development planning, urban 
design, conservation and 
Masterplanning – making places 
and adding value through creative, 
progressive, dynamic and joyful 
exploration.

tURleY
10th Floor, 1 New York Street
Manchester M1 4HD
T  0161 233 7676
C Jaimie Ferguson – Director of Urban 
Design & Masterplanning
E jferguson@turley.co.uk 
W www.turley.co.uk  
Offices also in Belfast, Birmingham, 
Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Leeds and Southampton.
UKintegrated urban design, 
masterplanning, sustainability 
and heritage services provided 
at all project stages and scales 
of development. Services include 
visioning, townscape analysis, 
design guides and public realm 
resolution

tWeeD nUttAll WARBURton
Chapel House, City Road, 
Chester CH1 3AE
T  01244 310388
C  John Tweed
E  entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
W  www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Architecture and urban design, 
Masterplanning. Urban waterside 
environments. Community teamwork 
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

URBAn DesIgn FUtURes
34/1 Henderson Row 
Edinburgh EH3 5DN
T  0131 557 8944
C  Selby Richardson
E  info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk
W  www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Innovative urban design, planning 
and landscape practice specialising 
in Masterplanning, new settlements, 
urban regeneration, town and village 
studies.

URBAn InItIAtIVes
36-40 York Way, London N1 9AB
T 020 7843 3165
C  Hugo Nowell
E  h.nowell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk 
W  www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Urban design, transportation, 
regeneration, development planning.

URBAn InnoVAtIons
1st Floor, Wellington Buildings, 
2 Wellington Street, Belfast BT16HT
T  028 9043 5060 
C  Tony Stevens/ Agnes Brown
E  ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
W www.urbaninnovations.co.uk
The partnership provides not only 
feasibility studies and assists in site 
assembly for complex projects but 
also full architectural services for 
major projects. 

URBeD (URBAnIsm 
enVIRonment & DesIgn)
MANCHESTER
10 Little Lever Street, 
Manchester M1 1HR
T 0161 200 5500
C  John Sampson
E  info@urbed.coop
W  www.urbed.coop
LONDON
The Building Centre
26 Store Street, London WC1E 7BT
C Nicholas Falk
T 07811 266538
Sustainable Urbanism, 
Masterplanning, Urban Design, 
Retrofitting, Consultation, Capacity 
Building, Research, Town Centres 
and Regeneration.

URs InFRAstRUCtURe & 
enVIRonment
6-8 Greencoat Place, 
London SW1P 1PL
T 020 7798 5137
C Ben Castell
E ben.castell@scottwilson.com 
W www.ursglobal.com 
Also at Birmingham, Leeds, 
Manchester and Plymouth
Urban design, planning, landscape, 
economic and architectural 
design expertise supported by 
comprehensive multidisciplinary 
skills.

VInCent AnD goRBIng ltD
Sterling Court, Norton Road, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
T  01438 316331
C  Richard Lewis
E  urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.

co.uk
W  www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Masterplanning, design statements, 
character assessments, development 
briefs, residential layouts and urban 
capacity exercises.

WeI YAng & PARtneRs
Berkeley Square House
Berkeley Square,  
London W1J 6BD
T 020 3086 7658
C Dr Wei Yang
E info@weiyangandpartners.co.uk 
W www.weiyangandpartners.co.uk 
Independent multi-disciplinary 
company driven by a commitment to 
shape more sustainable and liveable 
cities. Specialising in low-carbon city 
development strategies, sustainable 
large-scale new settlement master 
plans, urban regeneration, urban 
and public realm design, mixed 
use urban complex design and 
community building strategies.

West WADDY ADP llP
The Malthouse, 60 East St. Helen 
Street, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5EB
T  01235 523139
C  Philip Waddy
E  enquiries@westwaddy-adp.co.uk
W  westwaddy-adp.co.uk
Experienced and multi-disciplinary 
team of urban designers, architects 
and town planners offering a full 
range of urban design services.

WhIte ConsUltAnts
Enterprise House, 127-129 Bute Street
Cardiff CF10 5LE
T  029 2043 7841
C  Simon White
E sw@whiteconsultants.co.uk
W www.whiteconsultants.co.uk
A holistic approach to urban 
regeneration, design guidance, 
public realm and open space 
strategies and town centre studies 
for the public, private and community 
sectors.

WYg PlAnnIng & 
enVIRonment
100 St. John Street  
London EC1M 4EH
T 020 7250 7500
C Colin James
E colin.james@wyg.com 
W www.wyg.com
Offices throughout the UK
Creative urban design and 
masterplanning with a contextual 
approach to place-making and a 
concern for environmental, social 
and economic sustainability.

YelloW BooK ltD
39/2 Gardner’s Crescent
Edinburgh EH3 8DG 
T  0131 229 0179 
C  John Lord 
E  john.lord@yellowbookltd.com 
W  www.yellowbookltd.com 
Place-making, urban regeneration 
and economic development involving 
creative and cultural industries, 
tourism and labour market research.
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eDUCAtIon InDeX 

AnglIA RUsKIn UnIVeRsItY
Department of Engineering & Built 
Environment, Marconi Building,
Rivermead Campus, Bishop Hall Lane,
Chelmsford CM1 1SQ
T 01245 683 3952 / 3962
C Dellé Odeleye / Andrew Claiborne
E  delle.odeleye@anglia.ac.uk
 andrew.claiborne@anglia.ac.uk
W Full time:
  www.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/

home/prospectus/pg/Urban_
Design.html

 Part time:
  www.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/

home/prospectus/pg/_urban_
design.html

MSc in Urban Design, Post Grad 
Diploma or Certificate in Urban 
Design.
New course based upon key 
requirements in the 'Recognised 
Practitioner in Urban Design' 
designation. It can be taken full time 
(1 year) or part time (2 years)

CARDIFF UnIVeRsItY
Welsh School of Architecture and 
School of City & Regional Planning, 
Glamorgan Building, King Edward V11 
Avenue, Cardiff CF10 3WA
T  029 2087 5972/029 2087 5961
C  Allison Dutoit, Marga Munar Bauza 
E  dutoit@Cardiff.ac.uk
 bauzamm@cf.ac.uk
W  www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/ma_

urbandesign
One year full-time and two year part-
time MA in Urban Design. 

eDInBURgh sChool oF 
ARChIteCtURe AnD  
lAnDsCAPe ARChIteCtURe
ECA University of Edinburgh
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
T 0131 651 5786
C Dr Ola Uduku
E o.uduku@ed.ac.uk
W www.ed.ac.uk/studying/
postgraduate/degrees
Jointly run with Heriot Watt University, 
this M.Sc in Urban Strategies and 
Design focuses on urban design 
practice and theory from a cultural, 
and socio-economic, case-study 
perspective. Engaging students 
in 'live' urban projects, as part of 
the programme's ‘action research’ 
pedagogy, it also offers research 
expertise in African and Latin 
American urban design and planning 
processes. 

KIngston UnIVeRsItY
School of Surveying & Planning
Penrhyn Road
Kingston-upon-Thames KT1 2EE 
T 020 8417 7107 
E a.russell@kingston.ac.uk 
C Alan Russell 
W  www.kingston.ac.uk/postgraduate-

course/sustainable-place-making-
msc/ 

Spatial planning, urban design & 
place-making – MA Sustainable 
Place-making and Urban Design.

leeDs metRoPolItAn 
UnIVeRsItY 
School of Architecture Landscape 
& Design, Broadcasting Place, Arts 
Building, Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds LS2 9EN
T  0113 812 1717
C  Edwin Knighton
E  landscape@leedsmet.ac.uk 
W  www.leedsmet.ac.uk/courses/la
Master of Arts in Urban Design 
consists of one year full time or 
two years part time or individual 
programme of study. Shorter 
programmes lead to Post Graduate 
Diploma/Certificate. Project based 
course focusing on the creation of 
sustainable environments through 
interdisciplinary design.

lonDon soUth BAnK 
UnIVeRsItY
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, 
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA
C  Bob Jarvis
T  020 7815 7353
MA Urban Design (one year full 
time/two years part time) or PG Cert 
Planning based course including 
units on place and performance, 
sustainable cities as well as project 
based work and EU study visit. Part of 
RTPI accredited programme.

neWCAstle UnIVeRsItY
Department of Architecture, Planning 
and Landscape, Claremont Tower, 
University of Newcastle, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE1 7RU
T  0191 222 6006 
C  Georgia Giannopoulou
E  georgia.giannopoulou@ncl.ac.uk
W  www.ncl.ac.uk/apl/study/

postgraduate/taught/
urbandesign/index.htm

The MA in Urban Design brings 
together cross-disciplinary expertise 
striking a balance between methods 
and approaches in environmental 
design and the social sciences in  
the creation of the built environment.  
To view the course blog:  
www.nclurbandesign.org

oXFoRD BRooKes UnIVeRsItY
Joint Centre for Urban Design, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 0BP
C Georgia Butina-Watson, Alan Reeve
T  01865 483403
Diploma in Urban Design, six months 
full time or 18 months part time. MA 
one year full-time or two years part-
time.

UnIVeRsItY College lonDon
Development Planning Unit, 
34 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9EZ
T  020 7679 1111
C Anna Schulenburg 
E anna.schulenburg@ucl.ac.uk
The MSc Building and Urban 
Design in Development programme 
combines cultural, social, economic, 
political and spatial analysis in the 
effort to present a critical response 
to the growing complexities within 
the design and production of urban 
realms.

UnIVeRsItY College lonDon
Bartlett School of Planning
22 Gordon Street, London WC1H 0QB
T 020 7679 4797
C Filipa Wunderlich 
E f.wunderlich@ucl.ac.uk 
W  www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/

programmes 
The MSc/Dipl Urban Design & City 
Planning has a unique focus on the 
interface between urban design & 
city planning. Students learn to think 
in critical, creative and analytical 
ways across the different scales of 
the city – from strategic to local -and 
across urban design, planning, real 
estate and sustainability.

UnIVeRsItY College lonDon 
Bartlett School of Planning
Wates House, 22 Gordon Street,
London WC1H 0QB
T 0207 7679 4797
C Dr Lucy Montague
E l.montague@ucl.ac.uk
W  www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/planning/

programmes/postgraduate/
mresInter-disciplinary-urban-
design

The MRes Inter-disciplinary Urban 
Design cuts across urban design 
programmes at The Bartlett, allowing 
students to construct their study 
in a flexible manner and explore 
urban design as a critical arena for 
advanced research and practice. 
The course operates as a stand-
alone high level masters or as 
preparation for a PhD.

UnIVeRsItY oF DUnDee
Town and Regional Planning
Tower Building, Perth Road
Dundee DD1 4HN
T 01382 385246 / 01382 385048
C  Dr Mohammad Radfar / Dr Deepak 

Gopinath
E  m.radfar@dundee.ac.uk / 

D.Gopinath@dundee.ac.uk
W  www.dundee.ac.uk/postgraduate/

courses/advanced_sustainable_
urban_design_msc.htm

The MSc Advanced Sustainable 
Urban Design (RTPI accredited) is a 
unique multidisciplinary practice-led 
programme set in an international 
context (EU study visit) and engaging 
with such themes as landscape 
urbanism, placemaking across 
cultures and sustainability evaluation 
as integrated knowledge spheres in 
the creation of sustainable places.

UnIVeRsItY oF nottInghAm
Department of Architecture and Built 
Environment, University Park,
Nottingham NG7 2RD
T 0115 9513110
C Dr Amy Tang
E yue.tang@nottingham.ac.uk 
W  www.nottingham.ac.uk/pgstudy/

courses/architecture-and-built-
environment/sustainable-urban-
design-march.aspx

Master of Architecture (MArch) 
in Sustainable Urban Design is 
a research and project-based 
programme which aims to assist the 
enhancement of the quality of our 
cities by bringing innovative design 
with research in sustainability.

UnIVeRsItY oF PoRtsmoUth
School of Architecture
Eldon Building, Winston Churchill 
Avenue, Portsmouth PO1 2DJ
T 02392 842 090
C Dr Fabiano Lemes
E fabiano.lemes@port.ac.uk
W  www.port.ac.uk/courses/

architecture-property-and-
surveying/ma-urban-design/

The MA Urban Design course 
provides the opportunity to 
debate the potential role of design 
professionals in the generation of 
sustainable cities.  One year full time 
and two years part time.

UnIVeRsItY oF sheFFIelD
School of Architecture, The Arts Tower,
Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN
T 0114 222 0341
C Florian Kossak
E f.kossak@sheffield.ac.uk
W  www.shef.ac.uk/architecture/

study/pgschool/taught_masters/
maud

One year full time MA in Urban 
Design for postgraduate architects, 
landscape architects and town 
planners. The programme has a 
strong design focus, integrates 
participation and related design 
processes, and includes international 
and regional applications.

UnIVeRsItY oF stRAthClYDe
Department of Architecture,
Urban Design Studies Unit,
131 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 ONG
T  0141 548 4219
C  Ombretta Romice
E  ombretta.r.romice@strath.ac.uk
W  www.udsu-strath.com
The Postgraduate Course in Urban 
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma and 
MSc modes. The course is design 
centred and includes input from a 
variety of related disciplines.

UnIVeRsItY oF the West oF 
englAnD, BRIstol
Faculty of the Built Environment, 
Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane, 
Bristol BS16 1QY
C Janet Askew 
T  0117 328 3508
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in 
Urban Design. Part time two days per 
fortnight for two years, or individual 
programme of study. Project-based 
course addressing urban design 
issues, abilities and environments.

UnIVeRsItY oF WestmInsteR
35 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5LS
T  020 7911 5000 ext 66553
C  Bill Erickson
E  w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
MA or Diploma Course in Urban 
Design for postgraduate architects, 
town planners, landscape architects 
and related disciplines. One year full 
time or two years part time.



News

so orDinary 
they naMeD it 
twice

One of the highlights of my year is the annual 
Flatpack film festival, now in its eighth year. 
It’s run by Ian Francis, a friend, who like me 
works from an office in the Custard Factory in 
Digbeth. Flatpack delights in the place-based 
nature of its events, with an eclectic range 
of films appearing in pop-up venues such as 
pubs, shopping arcades, railway arches, and 
churches, as well as in more conventional 
cinemas. The industrial/bohemian district 
of Digbeth, in and around the Custard Fac-
tory, always has a concentration of Flatpack 
venues. But for the last three years there has 
been a second cluster in the very different 
Colmore Business District, home to banks 
and accountancy firms. Someone should do 
an anthropological study of how the diverse 
programmes are received in these two con-
trasting urban cultures, a mile apart.

In fact my favourite event this year was in 
neither of these places, but at the Midlands 
Arts Centre (the mac), in the sylvan set-
ting of Cannon Hill Park, three miles up the 
river Rea from the Custard Factory. It was 
the 1991 film about the poet and jazz pianist 
Roy Fisher, directed by Tom Pickard, called 
Birmingham’s What I Think With. Fisher was 
born in Handsworth, although he left the 
city several years ago, and his poetry has 
famously documented Birmingham’s gritty 
fabric, including its canals and hidden rivers, 
and has lamented its cyclical self-destruc-
tion. In the film he explains its title by saying, 
typically laconically: ‘It’s not made for that 
sort of job, but it’s what they gave me’, using 
the analogue of a Brummagem screwdriver (a 
hammer, in case you don’t know).

Fisher is someone to be treasured: 
someone not an urban designer, but who 
understands some important truths about 
urban design, learnt from the point of view 
of a person in the street, like Jane Jacobs. As 
a child he became interested in street maps: 
‘…the feeling that you could, in fact, get up 
above the thing, and know the story of it’. The 
film is loosely constructed around a narrative 
in which Fisher returns to his childhood’s ter-
raced house in Handsworth, where he finds 
that its original panelled front door has been 
replaced by its latest occupants. He asks if 
he can have the old door, left out in the back 
garden, and is then filmed carrying the door 
on his back through inner city streets, along 
canal towpaths, past Spaghetti Junction, 
through shopping malls, and across industri-
al wastelands. It’s a Via Dolorosa, with a nod 
towards Eric Sykes’s film The Plank, but really 
it’s an excuse to record an eccentric urban 
travelogue. Intercut with the Stations of the 
Door, we see Fisher playing piano excellently, 
reminiscent sometimes of Thelonious Monk, 
and reading his poems, including Birmingham 

river, about the Tame, the Dark River of the 
Anglo-Saxons.

…caught on the right shoulder
by the wash that runs under Birmingham,
a slow, petty river with no memory of an 
ancient name, a river named Rea, 
meaning river, and misspelt at that. 
Before they merge, they’re both steered 
straight, in channels that force them 
clear of the gasworks. And the Tame gets 
marched out of town in the police calm 
that hangs under the long legs of the M6.

The resigned voice of a university teacher of 
English can also be heard there, I think: ‘…
Rea, meaning river, and misspelt at that’. 
Flatpack also showed at the mac a video in-
stallation commissioned from the artist David 
Rowan called (misleadingly, as it’s the Rea) 
The Dark River, partly inspired by Fisher’s 
poem. Rowan, wearing industrial-strength 

waders, set up his static camera in the centre 
of the Rea at several locations, pointing up 
the river, and let the camera run. The result is 
a series of silent screens, each with a magical 
combination of the compositional stillness 
of the unfrequented river with the gentle 
rippling of the sunlit water, and the occa-
sional driver crossing a road bridge, probably 
unaware of the presence beneath of ‘a slow, 
petty river with no memory of an ancient 
name’.

• Joe Holyoak

Endpiece

↑ The river Rea at the mac 
in Cannon Hill Park, looking 
upstream
↑↑ The river Rea three 
miles downstream near the 
Custard Factory in Digbeth 
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