
  

It is two years since the UDG members 
elected me as Chair and so at the AGM 
this June I will formally hand over to a 
new Chair. Two years is really not long 
enough to do all the things that any 
new Chair wants to do. One doesn’t have 
long enough to redecorate one’s office 
let alone set and implement policy, so 
to speak. It is just as well then that the 
Chair doesn’t actually have an office or 
a salary and can’t implement anything 
without the support of the Executive 
Committee.
 The role of chair doesn’t involve 
dinners, honours or supermarket 
openings. It is about dedication, 
responsibility and above all enthusiasm 
for the Group and the subject matter. 
The role as Chair is collaborative, rather 
like an Olympic relay cycle team where 
the group can travel faster than the 
individual if everyone takes a turn up 

front. So it is time to hand over my stint 
in lead to someone with fresh legs.
 The Executive and the Group as a 
whole give legitimacy to the person 
at the helm, therefore this is a call for 
deepening the knowledge and experience 
of the Group by seeking to elect a new 
more diverse Executive. I feel sure that 
the new Chair will be keen to see new 
faces at the first meeting of the new 
Executive.
 I’m extremely grateful to the current 
Executive and to Rob, Grace, Susie and 
John Billingham who set the scene for 
me, but I’m equally grateful to Robert 
and Louise who have now embraced their 
new roles at the UDG and supported 
me in navigating the UDG through my 
time in the hot seat. I’m optimistic 
about the future. The membership is 
growing continuously, there is a great 
support team in place and there are 

new initiatives which stand a chance 
of implementation. The UDG is firmly 
focused on the future.
 I’ve benefitted from the wisdom of 
the past Chair, Barry Sellers, and I shall 
support the next Chair with the same 
degree of sympathy for the role. I will 
continue to be deeply involved in the 
UDG whether on the Executive or not and 
I hope that my dedication, enthusiasm 
and sense of responsibility has made a 
difference to the UDG, its profile and its 
future.
 See you soon.

Ben van Bruggen

Chairman’s Thoughts

UDG UPDATE

There are three important developments 
to report for this edition of Urban 
Design.  Firstly, Design & Access 
Statements Explained, the UDG’s latest 
publication is now available to buy.  The 
new guide produced by a team led 
by Rob Cowan explains what design 
and access statements are for, how to 
prepare them, and how to use them. It 
encourages good practice and innovation 
rather than prescribing a standardised 
tick-box approach.    There is a Cowan 
cartoon on every other page, that 
not only makes the document a very 
easy read, but serves to educate the 
reader without them realising.  It is 
a refreshing approach that perhaps if 
followed by government might lead to a 
range of policy documents that people 
not only read and understand, but also 
practice.   Please check the UDG website 
for purchase details. 
 For your diary there are two items: 
Urban Design Week and the UDG Annual 
Conference.  Urban Design Week this 
year will be held between 15 September 
to 22 September.  It is an opportunity 
for all of us who care about urban 
life to get together with others and 
organise events, celebrations, seminars 
and exhibitions.  Please think about 

getting involved.  Urban Design Week 
is held annually and parallels European 
Mobility Week http://www.mobilityweek.
eu/, which includes European Car Free 
Day.  Former UDG chairman Barry Sellers 
has been working on a handbook for 
running activities in Urban Design 
Week.  He has produced a comprehensive 
list of topics that can be tackled by 
individuals, small groups or large 
organisations and local authorities; with 
tasks ranging from simple activities that 
can be completed in an afternoon to 
major projects and campaigns that will 
change the face of town.  
 The Urban Design Group Annual 
Conference is taking place in Liverpool 
on 10th/11th October under the theme 
Urban Connectivity.  The UDG North West 
team including Chris Standish of Elevate 
East Lancashire and Annie Atkins of 
Renew are putting together a programme 
that will cover connections at the 
national and regional level through to 
connections with the local economy 
and between people.  The conference 
venue is the Empire Theatre, Liverpool, 
which, in true estate agent’s language, 
enjoys stunning views over the newly 
restored St George’s Hall. There is a 
programme of workshops and visits that 

will enable us to learn from Liverpool 
and learn from each other.   And lest 
we forget that Liverpool’s existence is 
based on the age of sail, it is expected 
that at least one of the visits will be 
to Paradise Street, which is famous for 
being a piece of privatised public realm 
(but see p. 24-25 ), and infamous as the 
setting for the sea shanty Blow the man 
down which catalogues the downfall of 
a sailor who commits an offence under 
Section 28 of the Town Police Clauses 
Act 1847.  No one who visits Liverpool 
goes away without having been touched 
by its power.  Join us in Liverpool and 
understand what makes cities great.   

Robert Huxford

The UDG’s Director tells what’s going on
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WEDnEsDAy 9TH JULy 2008
 REinvEnTinG sEAsiDE ToWns

For over two centuries, the British sea-side enjoyed unparalled tourism-based 
prosperity with pleasure piers, donkey rides and sticks of rock becoming a 
much-loved part of our popular culture. However, the advent of cheap flights 
and package holidays abroad brought an end to the golden age of the British 
seaside, leaving deserted beaches, empty theatres and hardship for the once 
thriving coastal resorts.
 Yet now concerted efforts are been made to redress this decline and 
recapture the former vibrancy of our seaside towns. At July’s UDG event, a 
panel of experts from different aspects of coastal regeneration - including 
representatives from GVA Grimley and RTKL - will discuss their various 
considerations and strategies for reinventing and revitalising the Great British 
seaside for the 21st century.

WEDnEsDAy 17TH sEPTEmBER 2008
 fRAnCis TiBBALDs PRizE

This special event is the culmination of the new awards scheme introduced by 
Urban Design last year. Each of the eight short-listed practices featured in the 
journal over the past year will give a succinct summary of their entry. Janet 
Tibbalds will then announce which practice has been voted by the membership 
as having submitted the best project of the 2007 entries. As part of the 
evening, George Ferguson will provide his Reflections on Urban Design. 

fRiDAy 10TH - sATURDAy 11TH oCToBER 2008
 UDG AnnUAL ConfEREnCE 2008

This year the Urban Design Group Annual Conference will take place in 
Liverpool on 10th/11th October. The theme will be Urban Connectivity. The 
UDG North West team, including Chris Standish of Elevate East Lancashire and 
Annie Atkins of Renew, are putting together a programme of speakers and 
workshops that will cover connections at national and regional levels through 
to connections within the local economy and between people. 
 The conference will be held at Liverpool’s Empire Theatre which enjoys 
stunning panoramic views over the civic heart of the city including the 
newly restored St George’s Hall and the Walker Art Gallery. There will also be 
opportunities to explore what is on offer in the capital of culture and how 
urban designers can learn from it. Keep an eye on the email newsletter for 
further details.

WEDnEsDAy 15TH oCToBER 2008
 DEsiGn AnD ACCEss sTATEmEnTs

Following the recent publication of the UDG’s Design and Access Statements 
Explained, author and former UDG director Rob Cowan will discuss best 
practice with regard to design and access statements and how they should be 
approached in a practical context. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear probably 
Britain’s most experienced urban design trainer and author of some of the most 
influential urban design guidance.

THis issUE HAs BEEn GEnERoUsLy sPonsoRED  
By WHiTE yoUnG GREEn
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Following the issue on Creative 
Cities, Urban Design dedicates this 
one to Liverpool, a city that could 
be given as an example of these 
and as such, has been designated 

European Capital of Culture for 2008. This label is only as meaningful and fruitful, as the 
particular city decides to make it. In past years the designations have made a real and 
lasting impact in some of the cities, Glasgow and Lille spring to mind, and none at all in 
others. The articles in this issue’s topic show examples of what is being done in Liverpool 
but also ask questions about wider issues affecting the city; some of the contributors 
show a healthy scepticism about the long time effect of the designation. On the other 
hand some of the articles give an image of a vital city where innovation is being 
developed almost against the odds. Members of the UDG will have a chance to check for 
themselves by attending the Conference which will take place in Liverpool in October.
 The theme of creativity is continued with a reflective article on Singapore, questioning 
whether creativity can be imposed from the top or results from a slow evolution, growing 
organically. In a different context, one of our viewpoint authors also counsels slowness, 
equating food and design. More than ever, reflection and creativity will probably be 
essential for urban designers during the coming period of economic downturn, in order to 
avoid the abandonment of principles long fought for and gained during the boom years.
 Readers will have noticed that with issue 106 we started a new feature, the Urban 
Design interview. The purpose of this is two-fold: to show what urban designers who are 
not regularly in the limelight, think and do and how their careers have evolved; and to 
involve UDG members who may not have much of an opportunity to get involved with the 
group. We would be pleased to hear from anyone, and particularly those away from the 
South-East of England, who feel they have something to contribute and would like to be 
interviewed.

sEBAsTiAn LoEW

CREATIVE LIVERPOOL

Urban Design
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The language of design emerged as 
a fascinating discussion point on an 
evening that saw a packed audience 
at The Gallery. This thought provoking 
evening began with an introduction to 
the Spaceshaper initiative, given by Brian 
Quinn of CABE Space. 
 Described as a ‘facilitated 
questionnaire about space’, Spaceshaper 
creates a context within which user 
groups and professionals alike can quickly 
develop a dialogue based around the 
on-site assessment of a given space and 
its appropriateness for its community. 
Spanning a media arc of clipboards and 
wellies to digital desktop analysis, the 
results of the process are represented 
as usefully comparable graphic 
representations of the questionnaire 
results. Importantly though, the process is 
promoted not as a scientific, objective one 
but as a subjective analysis that bespeaks 
the intuitive responses of the user. 
 Simon Munro of Kingston University’s 
School of Landscape Architecture then 
took up this theme with a perusal 
through some of his students’ work. The 
term analysis paralysis was introduced to 
describe the tendency of some students 
to be overwhelmed by the sheer ease 
with which digital information about a 
site or a design brief could be accessed 
- and then represented. The result can be 
a media overload where the dead hand 

of objective analysis and linear decision-
making smothers more intuitive design 
responses. In preference, our speaker 
reflected on an interactive project that 
students had carried out with fine art 
students in Brighton, where an intuitive 
and iterative dialogue had led to a 
creative and dynamic design process - 
and more meaningful results. 
 The final speaker of the evening was 
Henk Bouwman of the Dutch practice 
HKB, who stimulated first thoughts of the 
language of design with a story of why the 
act of placemaking has such a profoundly 
important role in the Dutch psyche. As was 
made pointedly clear by the speaker, there 
is simply no equivalent word in English 
that means - as polder does to the Dutch 
- the literal creation of a place. 
 A famously watery landscape, most 
of the Netherlands is land physically 
claimed from the sea and drained to 
provide settlements. The polders that 
were created to engineer the foundations 
of this new landscape became the 
veritable solder of society during the 
Dutch Golden Age. So essential were 
they to providing the land that drove 
the economy, that an entire society 
readjusted itself around the need to 
deliver them. Eventually it became 
a virtual model for interdisciplinary 
dialogue concerning the design and 
management of landscape, communities, 

and cities; and an entirely new verb in 
the language – to polder. 
 This notion of placemaking through 
dialogue resonated with the Spaceshaper 
initiative, and we were immediately led 
to reflect on just how established and 
ingrained it is in our culture, in contrast 
to such a close neighbour. A quick 
tour through some of HKB’s projects 
confirmed the other key thread of the 
evening. When poldering, the designer 
knows that their role in the process is to 
make the right design decisions, be they 
functional, or be they poetic. 
 The evening concluded with some 
fascinating discussion points emerging 
from the audience, mostly focussed on 
drawing together the twin notions of 
intuition and dialogue in design. Debate 
about whether here, somewhere, there 
might lay an undiscovered language of 
design, continued into the night. 

Alex Cochrane

A Walk in the Park: Designing Green space
THE GALLERy, LonDon 12 mARCH 2008

The URBAN DESIGN journal introduced 
Project Awards for urban design work last 
year and the first Francis Tibbalds award 
winning scheme voted by UDG members 
will be announced in September. The prize 
being provided by the Francis Tibbalds 
Trust consists of £1000, to fund two 
members of the winning office (or offices) 
to participate in an UDG study tour or an 
alternative study tour to be agreed, in 
the following year. The objectives of the 
award scheme are to attract high quality 
case studies for publication in the journal 
and to give recognition to urban design 
work particularly at the project stage.
 Following a vote by the membership 
for the best short-listed project, the 
prize will be awarded at the evening 
event at The Gallery on Wednesday 17th 
September. Eight projects were short-
listed by the judges from 21 entries, 
and these have appeared in the last four 
issues of the journal. They will also be 
available on the UDG website.

The short-listed projects are:

in issUE 104
1 Holt Town Waterfront, Manchester by 
EDAW
2 Grahame Park, London by Pollard 
Thomas Edwards Architects and Levitt 
Bernstein Associates
in issUE 105
3 Urridaholt, Iceland by John Thompson 
& Partners
4 Merton Rise, Basingstoke by Tibbalds 
Planning & Urban Design
in issUE 106
5 Telford Millennium Community, by Jon 
Rowland Urban Design
6 Scotswood Expo, Newcastle upon Tyne 
by Urban Initiatives
in issUE 107
7 Leicester Public Realm Strategy by 
Burns & Nice
8 Leamouth London by Skidmore Owings 
& Merrill

The voting will be arranged through the 
UDG website by email responses and all 
individual members of the UDG will have 
the opportunity to vote. It should be 
emphasized that the entry conditions 
included the following criteria:

‘The URBAN DESIGN journal is looking 
for projects that are a contribution to 
urban design thought and ideas. All 
entries should describe the principles 
on which the project is based, the 
process - indicating how the project 
has been developed and lessons learned 
- indicating conclusions that have 
been drawn. The submissions should 
concentrate on urban design issues.
 It is hoped to get a good response 
from individual members so that the 
result will be an appropriate reflection 
of the quality of the project assessed by 
urban design professionals.’

John Billingham

francis Tibbalds Prize
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The RIBA President, Sunan Prasad’s talk 
raised great expectation and anticipation 
from the audience. An urbane speaker, 
Prasad spoke initially of contrasts 
between a North Indian domestic 
architecture, (Delhi’s quarter built by 
the Mughal leader Shah Jahan), the 
additional quarter designed by Lutyens 
in 1911, and the later private villas built 
now by the wealthy suburban elite.
 The haveli or courtyard house was 
discussed: its closed façade and open 
interior was illustrated as a successful 
urban model which provides for a high 
density population, yet retains privacy 
and family intimacy. Today this is 

contrasted by ‘the car and the gate’, the 
stand alone villa in enclosed grounds. 
This building type now stretches around 
the world, indistinguishable to a people 
or geography and an individualized, 
atomized, approach to life.
 Our appetite whetted, we then 
jumped to Birmingham and its heroic 
deeds and aspirations for a post war-
weary New World Utopia. One aspect 
of connection was for a return to risk 
within the public realm, in the sense 
of allowing the public a common-sense 
approach to safety measures, one of self-
control and self policing, not to create 
something too tidied or mannered, 
retaining rough edges containing an 
active energy. 
 An important question posed by 
Prasad was of city design and who takes 
part in this creative process; what are 
our ambitions when faced with so many 
serious challenges and consequences for 
all? Are we moving again to city as city 
state, competing with other world cities, 
for world markets? Prasad called for trust 
in the civic local authorities mentioning 
their importance in mending an 
important part of democracy. This is very 
pertinent for Britain’s second city: we 
must ask ourselves what do we want, and 

what are our common goals and values? 
As the Victorian industrial canal cities 
looked to Venice for inspiration and 
affirmation, will Birmingham today look 
at other cities as models of excellence? 
Shah Jahan’s Delhi for example?
 Simply put, Can our UK cities 
benefit from the knowledge of previous 
city practice and workings? How do we 
marry or mend the old and the new? 
Which successful urban heritage can be 
of benefit to our main streets, enabling 
activity and vibrant participation, 
creativity and harmonious living for 
all? Can we draw upon these rich and 
varied heritages, full of practicality and 
wisdom; of life lived, extended families 
celebrated, trade enhanced and wealth 
distributed?
 As Wellington, the ‘Iron Duke’ 
commented, ‘Those who govern least, 
govern best; and those that govern best, 
govern not at all’, sentiments to which 
Shah Jahan would concur. Perhaps this 
is one of the keys needed for our own 
time; of renewed local governance where 
we as citizens across all professions and 
skills actively participate and regulate 
ourselves. A new Utopia?... let’s hope so.

mahmud manning

Talking Cities : sunand Prasad 
AnnUAL URBAn LECTURE sERiEs, BiRminGHAm ToWn HALL, 18 fEBRUARy 2008

The Highbury Initiative, a weekend 
workshop held in Birmingham in March 
1988, became a celebrated model of how 
a city could develop a new vision for its 
centre. Neither a small exclusive group, 
nor a democratic but diffuse public 
consultation exercise, the Highbury 
Initiative policies were hammered out 
over three days by about eighty invited 

participants from the city, from Britain 
and from abroad; people from design, 
planning, politics, business, and the 
arts.
 A conference held in April 2008 
marked the 20th anniversary of the 
Highbury Initiative, looking back at 
the event and evaluating it, looking 
forward at what was coming next, and 
also comparing Birmingham’s experience 
in creating a vision for its future with 
that of other British cities. Joe Holyoak, 
course director of MA Urban Design 
at Birmingham City University, and a 
participant in 1988, brought together 
some of the organisers and participants 
from the Highbury initiative, the city’s 
current chief planner, and speakers from 
Manchester and Sheffield. 
 Sir Albert Bore, Leader of the Labour 
group in the City Council, now not 
in power, but in 1988 the influential 
Chair of the Economic Development 
Committee, set the scene. He reminded 
us that it was not the ugly and car-

dominated city centre itself that 
generated Highbury, but the economic 
crisis, caused by the collapse of its 
traditional industrial and manufacturing 
base, that the city found itself in. In 
order to build a new economy that could 
compete with other, more attractive 
cities, the city had also to reinvent its 
physical shape. 
 John Worthington of DEGW and 
Nicholas Falk of Urbed, the two main 
organisers of the Highbury Initiative, 
described both the organisation of 
the weekend and the policies which it 
produced. Worthington confirmed Sir 
Albert’s economic perspective, pointing 
out that at a Government level, the 
event was driven by the Department of 
Trade and Industry, not the Department 
of the Environment. The medium of 
discussion was design, but design as a 
way of thinking, not as an end in itself.
 The beginning of the process was 
empirical – going out and experiencing 
the city, and in particular listening to 

visioninG THE CiTy: 20 years on from the Highbury initiative
AUsTin CoURT, BiRminGHAm, 14 APRiL 2008



Urban Design | Summer 2008 | Issue 107 | 5

n
EW

s 
An

D 
Ev

En
Ts

In no small part due to the efforts of 
pressure groups like the Urban Design 
Group, over the past ten or so years, 
urban design is now a mainstream part 
of urban policy in Britain. Given this 
success, it is fitting that UDG members 
should now be contemplating what the 
future agenda for urban design should 
be. This was the focus of the discussion 
held at Cowcross Street on 16 April. 
Led by short presentations from several 
speakers. The discussion ranged across 
varying topics of current or potential 
concern to urban designers.
 Matthew Johnson, from the London 
Community Recycling Network, kicked 
off with a perspective on waste and how 
to reduce it. Around 20% of the traffic 
on our streets is carrying waste around 
(with a large proportion of this relating 
to construction and buildings, in one 
form or another). Recycling is a key 
sustainability issue, but also an urban 
design one. Communities need to be 
involved in managing it and recycling 
takes up space so needs to be considered 
as part of any integrated urban design 
framework for an area.
 Duncan Ecob spoke about Ecotowns 
– the government’s latest wheeze for 
producing low carbon housing on a grand 
scale: brand new settlements of from 5 
to 20,000 dwellings. 15 locations have 
been short-listed, with urban extensions 
and greenfield development on disused 
airfields being to the fore. 
 As might be expected, a number of 
those involved in the discussion that 
followed remain to be convinced or 
outright sceptics. Transport concerns 

were raised, along with fears about the 
social engineering implications. 
 On the whole, urban design hitched 
its cart to the urban renaissance and 
for sustainability buffs, new towns are 
something of a red herring compared 
to dealing with the existing urban 
building stock (where 99% of us will 
continue to live and work). On top of 
this, government housing aspirations for 
delivering sustainable new housing hinge 
completely on delivery by a mass house-
building industry that is rapidly shutting 
up its shutters in the face of collapsing 
house prices.
 Following up on the discussion 
of sustainable communities, John 
Saunders, raised ongoing issues of skills 
shortages and capacity shortfalls in local 
authorities, with many duplicating policy 
work and/or being too small to hold on 
to professionals. 
 Barry Sellers followed up with an 
update on UDG efforts to establish 
‘recognised practitioner’ status for urban 
designers. Though most of those present 
indicated support for this agenda, this 
remains something of a minefield where 
accreditation is implied. 
 The final discussion ranged over 
the issue of urban transport with 
concerns about the complexity of the 
planning system, the Government’s 
lack of commitment to investment 
in sustainable infrastructure and the 
pressing need for transport policy to give 
greater attention to the sustainability 
agenda. Urban design as an integrated 
set of skills was seen as key to taking 
this forward.

 In all then, a scattered but related 
set of themes in search of a big idea to 
bring it all together. It seems the UDG 
is in search of the Urban Renaissance 
for the twenty first century, but perhaps 
we don’t need to look so far. The Urban 
Renaissance is unfinished business as far 
as the greater part of our cities in the UK 
(the still neglected inner cities around 
the revitalised commercial cores) are 
concerned. 
 As far as cities in the developing 
world it hasn’t even begun. This was 
a point raised toward the end of the 
evening when Geoff Payne noted that 
1 billion of the world’s population lives 
in slums, and this was predicted to 
rise to 2 billion by 2030. Low income 
communities need professional help and 
urban designers have the skills to work 
with them. Here really was new ground 
for urban design to tread.

Tony Lloyd-Jones

An Agenda for Urban Design
THE GALLERy, LonDon 16 APRiL 2008

and learning from the assessments of 
the visitors. Some were memorable; 
one recalled by Falk was the engineer 
Peter Rice’s shocked reaction to using a 
pedestrian subway at night. The policies 
agreed on Sunday at Highbury and 
implemented since were radical but now 
seem quite conventional – removing 
the ring road, pedestrianising streets, 
making quarter plans, and creating urban 
design guidance.

 Clive Dutton, Director of 
Planning and Regeneration, outlined 
Birmingham’s new expansive plans, 
currently being produced by Urban 
Initiatives, and linked them back to the 
Highbury policies. Lawrence Revill of 
David Lock Associates gave an outsider’s 
view. He characterised the city as 
healthier than Manchester, but still 
favouring the big and brassy, and still 
suffering from inferiority complex.

 Andy Topley of Creative Sheffield 
and David Rudlin of Urbed gave 
fascinating accounts of two northern 
cities’ different approaches to urban 
reinvention. Manchester’s route in 
particular has been strikingly different; 
Rudlin characterised it as no coherent 
vision, but energised by local culture, 
and of course an IRA bomb.

mahmud manning
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Mayors around the world who have 
bought into the conventional creative 
city concept have bought a load of 
“snake-oil”, according to LSE’s Andy 
Pratt, speaking at this UDG event. 
Focussing on the philosophies of Richard 
Florida, author of The Rise of the Creative 
Class, Andy warned that the concept 
of the creative city that had been 

advocated was seductive, but flawed. 
The notion was that to have a thriving 
city economy you need people who are in 
the knowledge industries, who can make 
your city compete in a global market. In 
particular you need to attract CEOs and 
get them locate their businesses in your 
city. How do you do this? By providing 
a sophisticated, cultured environment. 
And adding to the seductiveness is a 
feel-good factor for the middle class, 
that under-appreciated group who will 
be called upon valiantly to bring their 
enterprise and energy to bear, and in 
so doing bring economic redemption. 
What mayor with an instinct for self-
preservation and self-promotion would 
not embrace the creative city concept? 
 This is place-marketing, said Andy. 
It is one city pitted against another, 
and the one that provides the best 
environment and the best lifestyle 
wins. There is no net wealth creation, 
only wealth shuffling from one city to 
another. Above all it fails to recognise 
that the creative industry is a producer; 
a generator of income in its own right. 
Films, games and entertainment are 
major export industries. Few people 
realise the importance of the film and 
special effects industry to the UK, 
but its presence means that there is a 
powerful synergising cluster of skills and 
knowledge that have established a world 
lead. 

 Creative city policies need to 
be directed at fostering the creative 
industries directly for reasons of 
production, not merely for consumption. 
Andy Pratt thought that cities need to 
be designed and managed to encourage 
informal contact. Urban design and 
building design need to be tailored 
to the business needs of the creative 
industries. Direct contact with consumers 
was important for some sectors of the 
industry, and this meant that city centre 
locations were essential, out of town 
business units could consign creativity 
to the grave.
 Andy’s arguments were convincing: 
we do need to create environments 
which encourage the creative industries. 
But it is ironic that a segment of the 
creative industry is successfully creating 
virtual environments that rival the ones 
created by urban designers and where 
many people chose to spend significant 
parts of their real lives. Maybe we 
should be inviting the designers of 
Second Life or the Sims to join the 
Urban Design Group and introducing 
them to the principles of urban design. 
We might even see a convivial version 
of Grand Theft Auto, where crime rates 
plummet thanks to the careful designing 
in of overlooking, activity and natural 
surveillance in the virtual streets.

Robert Huxford

The Creative City: A critical Appreciation
THE GALLERy, LonDon, 15 mAy 2008

Eine Bodenseereise 
UDG sTUDy ToUR 10 – 18 mAy 2008

On Saturday 10th May fifty UDG 
members, friends and spouses set off 
by Eurostar from the new St. Pancras 
International Station for Lake Constance. 
This forty-mile long lake lies at the 
confluence of Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria, and is the focus of many 

interesting historic towns. The tour 
was, however, a contrast between 
old and new, as we also spent a day 
visiting recent sustainable buildings 
in the Vorarlberg province of Austria, 
and concluded with a look at Zürich’s 
regenerated former western industrial 
quarter.
 A spell of settled weather during the 
first part of the week made for pleasant 
cruising by lake steamer from one 
historic town to another. Our first port 
of call was the town of Schaffhausen, 
which is located in a Swiss enclave on 
the north bank of the Rhine. This may 
be why the town was bombed by the 
Americans twice during the Second World 
War, either through confusion or perhaps 
because local firms had been coerced 
into producing munitions for surrounding 
Nazi Germany - the facts are not clear. 
Despite this the town is well-preserved, 

with a medieval plan based on two 
intersecting main streets and a wealth 
of substantial Renaissance and Rococo 
merchants’ houses, some displaying 
elaborate narrative frescos on their 
facades. However, the most distinctive 
feature of the town is the many oriel 
windows which not only ornament the 
facades but also provide residents with 
a view up and down the street. The town 
is dominated by the Munot, a round 
fortress on a commanding hill, and 
also has a Romanesque minster with a 
cloister and gardens.
 A two-hour cruise on the Upper 
Rhine brought us to Stein-am-Rhein, 
a smaller town in another Swiss 
enclave on the north bank. The town is 
exquisite, based on a serpentine main 
street between gate towers lined with 
substantial fresco-fronted houses with 
oriels. From here on the Upper Rhine 
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Constance. Konstanz, our next stop, is a 
German enclave on the south bank of the 
lake. A larger and more prosperous city, 
it retains its medieval layout, including 
narrow lanes, gate towers, market 
places and a minster which affords 
good views from its tower though its 
interior is without interest. Eighteenth 
and nineteenth century buildings have 
taken their place alongside surrounding 
older buildings in the streetscape. Being 
on the same bank as Switzerland the 
town escaped allied bombing. Its main 
claim to fame was the papal conclave of 
1414-18 which ended the Great Schism 
and during which the Bohemian reformer 
Jan Hus was burnt at the stake. The 
Konzilgebäude , a medieval warehouse, 
in which the conclave took place, 
dominates the harbour front and is today 
a posh restaurant. Another feature on 
the harbour is Peter Lenk’s revolving 
sculpture, Imperia (1996) which 
highlights the role of courtesans at the 
time of the conclave.
 Peter Lenk’s sculptures, both 
whimsical and ironic, are amongst the 
most successful and accessible works 
of public art today. Benefiting from 
superb locations, they make reference 
to sometimes obscure historical events, 
and are both thought-provoking and 
controversial. ŰBerlingen, a much smaller 
German town, has a Lenk sculpture of 
a horseman crossing the frozen lake 
supported by ageing water nymphs. It 
also has an impressive late-medieval 
minster and town hall and an unusual 
fortified perimeter using natural ravines 
which descend to the lake.
 Meersburg’s harbour is also graced 
by a Peter Lenk sculpture, this time 
depicting an eighteenth-century exorcist 
casting out devils. Passing through a 
gated lower town by the harbour, a 
steep and twisting street leads up to 
a market place, from which a series 
of varied-sized squares opens like the 
rooms of a house. One is fronted by the 
baroque New Palace whose esplanade 
enjoys panoramic views across the lake 
to the Alps, whilst a lane accesses via 
a drawbridge the medieval Old Castle, 
which dominates the urban ensemble 
and was home to the romantic poet 
Annette von Droste-Hülshoff.
 A voyage along the greater part of 
the lake brought us to the island town 
of Lindau. The harbour frontage, its 
entrance framed by a lighthouse and a 
giant 19th century stone lion marking 
the southern extremity of the German 
Reich, is today something of a resort, 

with smart hotels and open-air cafes. 
The railway comes on to the island and 
its terminus is right on the harbour, 
presumably at one time the jumping off 
point for Switzerland and Italy. Behind, 
however, is a medieval street layout 
focussing on a market square fronted by 
the grandiose baroque Cavazzen-haus 
and two medieval churches, on the 
broad main street, fronted by a variety 
of merchants’ houses of every period, 
and on the lavishly frescoed Renaissance 
town hall.
 At the extremity of the lake is 
Bregenz in Austria, a town that has been 
spoiled by ill-considered development, 
but which has an interesting, tucked-
away upper town. From here we made a 
coach tour of buildings in the Vorarlberg 
province dating from the 1990s onward. 
Over the last twenty years the province 
has gained a reputation for being at 
the forefront of sustainable design 
using timber construction and, often, 
weatherboarded cladding. We looked at a 
1997 three-storey housing scheme using 
heat pumps at Dornbirn, a business park 
at Lustenau, an extension to a civic 
theatre at Götzis, a secondary school at 
Fraxern, and a hospital admin block and 
indoor swimming pool at Dornbirn. All 
these buildings are simple, flat-roofed 
structures. Some complement and some 
contrast with their surroundings. There 
is, however, the start of a recognition in 
Vorarlberg that to deal with development 
pressures resulting from its favourable 
central location in Europe a wider 
conception of sustainable development 
is necessary than just concentrating on 
environmentally friendly construction.
 We ended our tour in Zürich, which 
is a beautiful and ancient city on both 
banks of the River Limmat at its exit 
from the Lake of Zürich. Downstream of 
the city centre is the former industrial 
area of Zürich West. Many of the former 
engineering halls and sheds have been 
kept and put to new uses such as retail, 
workshops, theatres and apartments. 
The area has an alternative reputation 
due to some of the temporary uses that 
moved in from the 1980s onwards. There 
is a multi-storey barrier housing scheme 
between the river and a major traffic 
artery, and squares have been formed by 
demolition of some surviving industrial 
buildings. Overall, however, we felt that 
retention of the existing layout in almost 
its entirety had resulted in a formless 
plan with a chaotic mix of pedestrian 
and vehicular circulation routes.

Alan stones 

opposite page Town Hall, Stein-am-Rhein
Top Lindau, Main Street
middle Konstanz, Peter Lenk‘s revolving sculpture, Imperia
Above Sustainable design, indoor pool, Dornbirn, Austria
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How many of us will be taking our 
holidays in England this year? What can 
English seaside resorts offer to an ever 
more demanding visitor? Why have so 
many people turned their backs on the 
English seaside in favour of guaranteed 
sunshine abroad?
 The story goes that many of our 
seaside resorts have experienced a 
decline in their fortunes over recent 
decades. Weakening economies, resulting 
from changes in tourism and issues 
relating to housing and transport, have 
combined with a lack of investment in 
the public realm. People feel our seaside 
resorts are not what they used to be.
 But now CABE – the Commission for 
Architecture and the Built Environment 
– is encouraging seaside resorts 
throughout England to come up with 
creative ideas to put culture and design 
at the heart of their renaissance. With 
£45 million from the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport over the next 

three years, CABE is working with 
local authorities in deprived coastal 
communities to invest in projects that 
will see more visitors staying longer and 
spending more money, and also improve 
quality of life for residents. 
 We want to tell a new story about 
our seaside towns. A story that values 
these resorts for the fantastic quality of 
life that they can offer to both residents 
and visitors. Our story celebrates the 
unique natural environment of our coast, 
and recognises the often neglected but 
superb built heritage as an invaluable 
asset. It puts culture centre stage. 
 The programme is called Sea 
Change and we aim to secure this sea 
change in our resorts, some of the most 
distinctive and loved places in England. 
CABE believes that public investment 
in cultural projects and public spaces 
can give a huge kick start to local 
regeneration. Sea Change will invest in 
projects that complement and enhance 
wider regeneration programmes. 
 Of course culture is important 
to all places, but this programme is 
directed specifically at seaside resorts. 
In 2001, the English Tourism Council 
said: ‘Seaside resorts have made an 
enormous contribution to the cultural 
identity of England and contain some 
of the finest examples of our built 
heritage. This is overlooked rather than 
promoted.’ In 2003 CABE and English 
Heritage published Shifting Sands which 
demonstrated that high-quality buildings 
and open spaces can radically enhance 
the ways that historic seaside resorts 
are recapturing the special appeal that 
they held for previous generations. Sea 
Change draws on the lessons of Shifting 
Sands and, following the Communities 
and Local Government Committee Report 
on Coastal Towns in 2006/07, represents 
a positive response to the issues 
identified in seaside resorts.
 High-quality, inspiring and 
innovative buildings, spaces and places 
can make a huge difference to the way 
that historic seaside resorts develop, 
change and reinvent themselves. They 
can provide a new cultural heart and 
renewed pride for residents, bringing in 
new visitors and revenue.
 Recognising the impact of climate 
change on patterns of behaviour, Sea 
Change also offers new opportunities to 
make English seaside towns increasingly 
attractive for visitors, encouraging 
greater numbers of people to head to the 
coast for their holidays and short breaks 
instead of flying abroad.

 CABE leads the Sea Change 
Partnership which includes Arts Council 
England, Big Lottery Fund, English 
Heritage, Heritage Lottery Fund, 
the Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council, and the seven coastal regional 
development agencies.
 In April 2008 we launched the 
programme by announcing investment 
to three towns: Blackpool, Dover and 
Torbay. Blackpool is planning a new 
public space at the foot of Blackpool 
Tower which will provide an exciting 
focus for dance and other events. Dover 
wants to make visits to the Castle even 
more enjoyable and also create new 
connections between the Castle, the 
town and the port to help visitors make 
the most of their stay. Torbay is seeking 
investment to renew the seafront in 
the resorts of Brixham, Paignton and 
Torquay, and also improve opportunities 
for the creative industries to thrive in 
the area.
 Other local authorities have applied 
for funding and more will do so over the 
coming years. The money will be used for 
projects such as improving high streets, 
promenades, harbours or gardens; 
constructing new buildings or converting 
existing ones for use as cultural centres; 
or enhancing existing galleries, concert 
halls, dance spaces, theatres and arts 
centres.
 All the projects will come with 
match funding, so that we make the 
most of this £45 million. It may be a 
drop in the ocean compared to the need 
for investment in our seaside resorts, 
but it’s a start, and one that we hope 
will demonstrate the ambition of these 
towns to regenerate through culture, 
and make the case for further funding 
in the future. Sea Change also aims to 
add value to the cultural regeneration 
of seaside resorts through a learning 
programme for those involved which will 
include exploring case studies to see 
what works and what doesn’t. 
 Sea Change will run for three years 
and the next wave of funding opens for 
application in autumn 2008. Together 
with other programmes to support 
coastal regeneration, it will mean that 
by 2011 many of England’s much-loved 
seaside towns should be well on the way 
to becoming the delightful, attractive 
and thriving places they once were.
 Have you packed your bucket and 
spade yet?

Richard Russell, project manager,  
sea Change, CABE
www.cabe.org.uk/seachange

The summer is Here: Time To set off To The seaside?

Top Cleveleys coastal 
protection, 
Lancashire 

Above National 
Maritime Museum, 
Falmouth, Cornwall
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1. What is your current job and how 
long have you been there?
I’ve been working as a senior programme 
officer in CABE Space since August 2007.
2. Can you describe the path that you 
followed to become an urban designer 
and what motivated you?
I’ve been relatively unusual in making a 
career change from high finance in the 
City into urban design. In Chicago after 
my last City job I saw the book Suburban 
Nation by Plater-Zyberk, Duany and 
Speck. I picked it up and read it from 
cover to cover. It was a real lightbulb 
moment: I realised that people were 
employed to design urban areas and that 
there was a field of urban design. A few 
months later, I met David Wilson, then 
events officer of the UDG, and came to 
my first Wednesday lecture. From there 
everything snowballed; by September 
2004 I had enrolled on a full-time 
MA in Urban Design at University of 
Westminster. I graduated in late 2005 
and headed out to get some experience 
under my belt.
While I had had plenty of intellectual 
challenge, I wanted a field where I was 
more interested in the subject matter 
and where there was more tangible 
impact. Talking about streets and parks 
and walking around real schemes is a lot 
more interesting than life insurance sales 
regulation. I’d always been interested 
in cities and urban form since reading 
Geography in Oxford. So I like to think 
there was some logic to my route into 
urban design. 
3. What do you find exciting about 
your work?
What is really great about my role at 
CABE is the variety of issues and projects 
I get involved in. This keeps the job 
interesting and exposes me to a wide 
range of organisations and experts. I’ve 
been involved in a project assessing how 
to enhance the capacity of community 
groups to improve local public spaces. 
Local people often have some of the most 
insightful perspectives on how spaces 
might be improved.
 4. What do you think are the most 
important skills of an urban designer?
An ability to listen and gain the respect 
of members of the community in 
explaining designs, and how they may 
evolve over time. British people can 
be very sceptical of the main tenets 
of current urban design thinking, 
particularly around density and parking 
provision. The majority of the British 
population have spent their formative 

lives in relatively low density suburbs 
with driveways and front and back 
gardens. We need to be able to articulate 
better how higher density schemes work, 
especially for families and for those with 
concerns about parking and privacy. 
Schemes such as Accordia in Cambridge 
offer fresh ideas on what near city 
centre living can be like but that is not 
necessarily directly applicable in other 
towns. We must be robust in designing 
genuinely for the local context, perhaps 
using lower densities for family housing 
in conjunction with higher densities in 
the same scheme. 
Also planning for flexibility is something 
that seems to be rare and often 
unresolved in many schemes, especially 
retail led schemes in town centres. We 
must avoid over planning or we will 
create as inflexible a design as many of 
the failed 1960s schemes. 
5. What would you like to be doing in 
ten years’ time?
I’d like to be investigating consumer 
trends towards modern housing 
developments and see how that changes 
as decent sized high quality schemes 
become more commonplace. Wouldn’t it 
be great if British people wanted to live 
in a modern house on a development that 
follows good urban design principles just 
as they aspire to own a stylish new car or 
the latest gadget? 
6. As an urban designer, do you have a 
role model?
I like reading Sir Peter Hall’s 
commentaries and the way he argues 
that the built environment sector must 
work at a suitably macro strategic 
level. His writings on the potential to 
reshaping/using the greenbelt need a 
wider audience although it will be a hard 
sell given how the words greenbelt and 
concreting over appear in almost any 
media article about urban expansion. 
Also I valued the work of the late Hans 
Monderman. To me it was a high water 
mark to get street design discussed on 
Newsnight with Jeremy Paxman. We need 
more people who can get engaged with 
the mass media.
7. if you were to recommend an urban 
design scheme or study (past or 
present) for an award, what would you 
chose?
I tend to admire schemes that have an 
identity and sense of place – Edinburgh’s 
New Town for example. I wish we could 
build today a scheme with the same 
coherence and sense of scale and 
flexibility. 

8. Where is your favourite town or city 
and why?
I have spent a lot of time in US cities 
and enjoy Boston and San Francisco 
– both places that have distinctive 
neighbourhoods and vibrant streetscapes. 
9. Where is your most hated place and 
why?
It is hard to pick without naming and 
shaming but I do lament in many towns 
with significant brownfield sites, an 
easy acceptance of generic retail big 
boxes and large roundabouts/distributor 
roads. Short-term regeneration will have 
lasting negative effects on the chances 
of a genuine sense of place developing 
long term. I’ve seen this in Doncaster 
and in smaller towns like Thetford. We 
should demand a higher standard of 
masterplanning and ensure that the road 
infrastructure is at a scale that allows a 
more viable streetscape to develop long 
term. 
10. What advice would you give to UD 
readers?
To come along to UDG events of course 
and also to be prepared to present 
work in public – get involved in the 
debate about your local area. There is a 
continuing need to keep communicating 
to the outside world that urban design 
exists as a vocation and has relevance to 
the man in the street.
11. What should the Urban Design 
Group be doing now or in the future?
I would like to see the UDG taking a 
stronger role in the mainstream media: 
urban designers being interviewed 
on news programmes and in current 
affairs discussions. We should deliver 
key messages to a Grand Designs type 
audience. 
12. finally, who would you like to see 
interviewed by UD?
Following on from the above I’d like 
some of the property programme experts 
talking about the value of good design 
and exploring the potential to get British 
people fired up about it – how about 
Kirsty Allsop or Sarah Beeny? 

The Urban Design interview
Brian quinn answers UD questions
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The story so far: in the last issue John Punter described the first of 
four two-day ESRC-funded seminars comparing and contrasting sixteen 
narratives of design-led regeneration since 1999. The opening meeting 
last November discussed Cardiff, Birmingham, Nottingham and Bristol. 
(See UD issue 106) The follow-up in January 2008 covered Manchester, 
Newcastle, Leeds and Sheffield. By the time you read this article the 
caravan will have rolled on to Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool and Belfast 
and the series ends with four London boroughs.
 Here’s the drill. Each city gets half a day. An opening presentation 
from the local authority is followed by an overview from an urban 
design academic. In the fullness of time these academic critiques will 
develop into chapters of a book edited by Punter for Routledge. Then 
come presentations from a developer or architect, a development 
controller, and an independent commentator, for example a CABE 
enabler, then the floor is thrown open for further contributions from 
an invited audience of knowledgeable participants. Within the common 
format each session takes its own direction. Clone-town Britain may 
rule the High Street but city personalities are as individualistic as 
ever and their regeneration narratives contain as much difference as 
similarity. 

mAnCHEsTER’s EARLy sTART
Tom Russell, formerly of the New East Manchester Urban Regeneration 
Company, set the tone for the home city session by focussing on inner 
city neighbourhoods: the rebirth of the city centre is a fact so well 
established it can get taken for granted. Mancunian speakers found it 
hard to keep to the post-1999 time-frame of the seminar because their 
key changes had already happened before the Urban Task Force set to 
work, and indeed helped shape its recommendations - Richard Rogers 
may not have had Mancunian connections but Jon Rouse, David Lunts, 
Anne Power, Peter Hall, Martin Crookston, all did.
 So this renaissance story began more than twenty years back when 
the city’s Labour group broke from the New Left, accepted rate-capping, 
and started to build strategic alliances with business to transform 
Manchester into a modern, internationally-oriented, European regional 
capital. Design awareness and street architecture were part of the 
package. The régime has kept a pretty consistent focus through 
all the shifts in the property cycle, national politics and funding 
regimes, and the upheaval of an IRA bomb. Design standards devised 
for the regeneration of Hulme in 1992 went on to form the basis not 
just for Ancoats and New East Manchester but also for the city-wide 

Urban Design and the British Urban 
Renaissance, part 2: Manchester, Newcastle, 
Sheffield and Leeds
Michael Hebbert reports on the second seminar of the ESRC series
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opposite page Manchester Exchange Square
Above Hulme Regeneration Ltd - the celebrated master plan (Manchester City Council) 
Top right Grey Street, Newcastle (picture by Ali Madanipour)
Right Blue Carpet, Newcastle (picture by Ali Madanipour)

guidelines that became incorporated, with some dilution, into the new 
Local Development Framework. Manchester’s place-making has been 
based on the application of simple rules about street-making, block 
form, frontage and corners, applied as much through partnership and 
developer negotiation as through control. However, the principles have 
not evolved with the market. Density and height policy have been 
kept off-limits, and Manchester has little to show in terms of area 
characterisation. Developers scaled up for the buy-to-let boom with 
little regard to design quality or space standards. The legacy looks more 
dubious by the day.

nEWCAsTLE’s TRAnsfoRmATion
The fact that almost all the contributors to the Manchester case 
worked or had worked with the City Council gave a strong impression 
of policy continuity and shared direction. Newcastle has had a more 
rumbustuous renaissance decade, with shifts of political control and 
executives coming and going ‘in a flurry of powerpoint management’. 
Nevertheless this second case also offered a good demonstration of 
the Urban Task Force hypothesis about urbanism and regeneration. 
As explained by Harvey Emms, the city’s Director of Housing Planning 
and Transportation, Newcastle struggles to contain the exuberance 
of streets that were only recently deserted after working hours. Ali 
Madanipour, Professor of Urban Design at the University of Newcastle, 
sketched the main lines of action: the turn to the river initiated by 
the Tyne and Wear Development Corporation in the 1980s, the great 
transformation of historic core Grainger Town (particular praise here 
for English Heritage’s decisive intervention when the integrity of Grey 
Street was threatened by a tower), ingenious if partial remediation of 
highway severances, and excellent public realm with some real artistic 
flair. Today’s political leadership has come to realise what a formidable 

collective asset their townscape is, and even property agents have at 
last discovered the potential they’d been missing in character buildings 
and upper floors. 
 Looking ahead, we discussed Newcastle’s strategy to work more 
closely with Gateshead across the Tyne, where major regeneration 
projects are under way, and to spread the regeneration effect eastwards 
over the motorway and west along the Tyne Gorge. A Scotswood Expo 
is being launched as a Geordie IBA, developing innovative approaches 
to high quality family housing through an Area Action Plan funded 
by capital receipts from city land sales. And out on the western edge, 
at Great Park, Newcastle is working with CABE, Persimmon and Taylor 
Wimpey to create that rare thing in the UK, a sustainable city extension 
designed around public transport connections.

CiTy CEnTRE’s sUCCEss in sHEffiELD
Sheffield’s story of design-led regeneration was a high point of 
the series. Sir Nikolaus Pevsner had called the city a ‘miserable 
disappointment’. It was heavily blitzed and lacks major buildings 
and civic spaces, its centre is strung along a single interminable 
shopping street and its inner ring road was a design disaster. After 
traumatic manufacturing losses, the city’s World Student Games of 
1990 were a brave but financially ruinous experiment in post-industrial 
regeneration. In the words of City Development Manager Simon Ogden 
‘Sheffield had the hardest road to travel’. 
 But Sheffield also had many assets: Objective One funding from the 
EU, inspirational leadership from Sir Bob Kerslake as chief executive 
1986-2008, the Sheffield One Urban Regeneration Company, and 
Creative Sheffield, a regeneration partnership between the city, 
Yorkshire Forward and English Partnerships. There’s a strong in-house 
design team within the Town Hall and also a well-established Urban 
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disputable demolition. Controversy also surrounds losses of low rent 
industrial spaces, including historic steel and cutlery-making workshop 
types as development pressure spreads out from the centre. We were 
reminded that manufacturing is still an important economic sector for 
Sheffield with space requirements - including expansion requirements - 
that need Use Class protection. Nor have planners and elected members 
been much more successful than their neighbours in shaping the urban 
apartment boom. But there was no disputing John Pringle’s verdict that 
‘Sheffield sets a fantastic example to the rest of the UK’.

ConTRovERsy in LEEDs
Leeds, the final case in the ESRC-CABE seminar, has never enjoyed the 
same access to public regeneration funds as Manchester, Sheffield and 
Newcastle. It’s also the city with most to show in the way of explicit 
urban design policies. Chief Planner Philip Crabtree introduced its 
10 key design initiatives, which include a street design guide, a tall 
buildings policy, a city centre design strategy, and extensive use of 
briefs and design statements for individual schemes, and repeated 
visioning exercises about the big picture. John Thorp in his role as Civic 
Architect has greatly encouraged this culture of design awareness, and 
he delighted the ESRC-CABE seminar by talking through some of the 
distinctive multi-coloured graphic diagrams by which he stimulates 
public debate and awareness of place, space and scale. In her academic 
critique of the city’s design achievements Rachael Unsworth of Leeds 
University praised Thorp’s creative vision and his ‘dynamic patience’ 
in engaging with very strong and sustained developer pressure. The 
apparatus of design policy has been most effective in protecting the 
heritage assets and townscape character of the city centre and helping 
the development industry bring back life to its street frontages and 
mixed-use buildings. 800 years on from the granting of its borough 

Design Review Panel chaired by architect John Pringle. Advisory 
master plans by Koetter Kim and Allies & Morrison have laid the basis 
for a broadly consistent city centre strategy, and roster of architects 
currently working in the city centre includes O’Donnell and Tuomey, 
Foreign Office Architects and Sauerbruch & Hutton. Last year’s flooding 
has prompted innovative thinking about environmental planning: the 
culverted River Sheaf and Porter Brook are being restored to daylight, 
there’s a strategy to open up full public access to the River Don, and 
an interesting initiative for a River Stewardship Company to work with 
riparian owners and the water authority for sustainable management of 
its watercourses.
 The most remarkable achievements are in the city centre: from 
the railway station at the bottom of the valley right up to the heights 
of the university, public realm improvements and new developments 
combine to make a sequence of memorably attractive places out of 
spaces that were previously disconnected and inhospitable. These 
are the results of the 1996 Heart of the City project, precursor of the 
current round of regeneration. The inner ring road has been tamed and 
Sheffield Hallam University’s humdrum collection of buildings stitched 
into a stylish urban campus linked to the exquisite art collections 
and palm courts of the timber-framed Winter Gardens and Millennium 
Gallery - a real jewel! The enhanced setting has enhanced commercial 
values so developers are now willing to invest in quality architecture 
- it’s the virtuous circle urban designers dream of. The sense of 
innovation extends into the retail core, where a major new extension 
is being developed by Hammersons to a BDP master plan. It’s no 
conventional mall but a quarter of streets and urban blocks with eight 
teams of architects at work on separate sites. 
 In a generally appreciative critique, Philip Booth of Sheffield 
University noted that the Hammerson scheme has involved some 
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charter, burgage plots survive in Leeds and are being celebrated as part 
of the character and distinctiveness that make for present economic 
success.
 But most of the Leeds session was spent exploring the limitations 
of design policy during the buy-to-let apartment boom. Try as it might 
the city has been no more successful than laissez-faire Manchester in 
securing design quality, greenspace and a balance of dwelling types. 
Irena Bauman (Bauman Lyons Architects) contributed a hard-hitting 
critique of the legacy of shoddy, over-dense, under-managed apartment 
blocks, built without environmental performance standards or waste 
disposal, located inaccessibly and gated from the street. Her pitiless 
visual images contrasted the hype of the agents with the dreary 
mediocrity of the product. This critique stimulated intense discussion 
- developers responded with counter-examples of schemes with high 
BREEAM ratings, the Leeds Civic Trust pointed to the lack of consistent 
urban leadership within the Council, the Leeds Property Forum replied 
that leadership was there but not always in public view, and the bar 
owner and developer Peter Connelly cautioned planners for draining the 
quality of schemes through Section 106 requirements - there were too 
many snouts in the trough.

ConCLUsions
At the end of the two-day seminar John Punter mused on its lessons. 
For all there is to admire in the regenerated centres of the four city 
centres their greatest challenge is elsewhere, in the disconnected and 
depopulating spaces of the middle ring, and the outer suburbs beyond 
where urban design has so far brought little more than conservation 
area designations. To attain the 2021 goals of the Urban Task Force 
British cities will need to think their design on a strategic scale. Every 
German city has a city-wide master plan: why none in Manchester, 

opposite page Sheffield’s Winter Gardens (picture by Philip Booth)
Above Rim Dynamics, concept diagram by John Thorp, Leeds Civic Architect, Leeds 

City Council

Newcastle, Leeds or Sheffield? There are other troubling gaps. Design-
led regeneration is being too narrowly defined. Environmental 
performance standards need to be in the policy frame and so must 
density - regeneration projects of four to five hundred dwellngs per 
hectare are intolerable. The push for high-quality urbanism too easily 
becomes the pull of bling or what’s known in Newcastle as ‘the Bilbo 
effect’.
 A seminar which had shown civic design at its best was also a 
reminder of the structural weakness of British civic life, the absence 
of fiscal autonomy, localities’ subordination to the centre’s constantly-
shifting policy fads, the limited scope for municipal enterprise. The 
issue of institutional capacity cuts to the heart of urban design, 
because the skills base has shifted to the consultancies, depleting local 
authority teams. Several of the creative, talented public-sector officers 
who presented the four cities at the ESRC-CABE seminar are nearing or 
past retirement: who will replace them ? 

michael Hebbert, Professor of Town Planning, University of manchester
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Fast foods seem to be taking over the world and look where it is getting 
us! We need more Rick Steins in the design world to go back to the 
timeless ways of designing our cities both in product and process - for 
‘slow’ design can create the urban quality we all so desire. Slow design 
is not a speed thing, it is about understanding – getting to know 
what’s best for the city, designing beyond the red line, literally getting 
your hands dirty, taking a layered approach and allowing for inclusive 
working. It may manifest itself as speed, but by its very nature it is a 
slower more considered approach. 
 You will always get designers, mainly architects, who will push 
the bounds of city designs – mainly in the direction needed to 
accommodate their building forms. There is nothing wrong with 
contemporary building design per se; in fact many new buildings are 
admirable, but some forms determine and affect our city fabric badly 
even though many of their designers will call themselves urbanists. 
Moreover, there are those who ‘buy’ contemporary building design, 
like certain public sector bodies who believe that things must move on 
and change, and so import new approaches and new city designs. The 
result? Great patterns on the paper and some interesting contemporary 
architecture, but do they offer us the quality, urban environments that 
we seek? (I emphasise both words here).
 Similarly in large housing developments, driven by profit for the 
volume house builders, quantity comes before quality. There may be 
aspirations to deliver sustainable developments but this simply refers to 
the house and not the urban environment in which it sits. 
 Why do we produce designs for city growth and alien urban forms 
with no relationship to their context at all? There is much talk about 
living streets and walkable mixed use neighbourhoods, but the 
designs delivered for new urban growth areas belie these simple design 
principles, often undermined by imposing an architectural language or 
profit-driven design solution incapable of meeting these aspirations. 
These are the not isolated incremental infill developments, but larger 
developments and urban extensions, like the Thames Gateway. The main 
reason for this, it would seem, is the desperate need for quick solutions 

to deliver large bits of city, to meet burgeoning growth and the resultant 
demand. Of course the blame must also lie with those procuring these 
designs and their belief that what is being produced is new and different 
and therefore good: the Emperor’s new clothes perhaps?
 Over ten years ago I wrote in this journal (Issue 56) about the soft 
city (after Jonathan Raban’s lovely book), and it appears that it is 
time to do it again. This time though, it would be responding to the 
anti-urbanist culture metered out by big architecture practices who 
love to produce plans that are either unreadable or merely make nice 
patterns. They may offer great apartments; but pity about the lifeless 
urbanism. Is it the computer that has enabled us to mindlessly design 
and paste large chunks of city to accommodate thousands of residents, 
or designers trying to out do their contemporaries?. Or is it a lack of 
understanding of how cities work; or a desire to create works of art that 
bear no relationship to the context within which it will sit? I suspect 
all have had their part to play. The city as a result is not growing in 
the traditional sense, but has huge alien areas bolted onto it as each 
designer tries to stamp their mark. The days of doing what is best for 
the city seems to have been outdone by designers doing what is best for 
designers. For example, try working inclusively in a multi-design team, 
as I would advocate to most clients, and it soon becomes apparent. 
In fact I’m often asked ‘if there are two design practices on the team, 
what’s our role?’
 While urbanists try desperately to hang on to what has worked for 
centuries, some local authorities and developers seem in need of quick 
fixes and opt for the bright, shiny new solutions. The result may be 
contemporary cutting-edge architecture, but the urban environments 
that they are creating are generally anti-urban with desolate streets 
and factory finishes. 
 In the name of progress they forget that ‘The city is a chaos of 
details…., an encyclopaedia, through which the user is constantly 
coming up against the absolute mysteriousness of other people’s 
reasons’ (Raban). Today unfortunately we tread the road of the quick 
fix, with fast design and quick delivery. The desire for a quick fix may 

‘Slow’ Design Pays
Jeremy Caulton calls for more considered design processes 
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be the main reason, but it is the technology and profit that deliver it, 
both playing their part. The developer will always try to cram as many 
one and two-bedroom apartments into a scheme as he can, regardless 
of the local authority’s need for family accommodation. Similarly, 
the white heat of technology through the use of the computer and 
its programmes removes the humanity of our urban environments. Of 
course, we all need computers in this business but not at the expense of 
our urban environments. Bottom drawer masterplans and technological 
crutches are increasingly resulting in urban environments that are 
designed by one and built by one, instead of being designed by many 
and built by many. 
 I would like to advocate that we as designers should quite simply 
give more time and effort to our process. The Urban Task Force raised 
awareness of what urbanists had long been advocating – Raban’s soft city 
– that character in the built environment arises from people, places and 
their activities, and so urbanists seek to create a sense of place. This is 
about places that are understandable, comfortable, safe, accessible and 
adaptable, offering choice - a feeling of community. This could be done 
if designers took time in city design and went back to basics, breaking 
down the design into neighbourhoods, the neighbourhood into quarters, 
the quarters into blocks and the blocks into plots – of various sizes and 
shapes. Sounds simple? It is, but why isn’t it a process used by many city 
designers today? Perhaps it is easier to design a single contemporary 
apartment block or terraced housing form, and repeat it across the site. 
This sounds all too familiar to some, I bet. 
 Local distinctiveness takes time, and a layered approach is needed; 
an iterative process breaking the new design down into parts, and parts 
of parts. Codes today try to establish what these parts should be for 
the future developer, but if the plan was such that its resultant form 
enabled Raban’s city, then they would only need to be simple guides 
rather than prescriptive diktats. If Rick Stein were an urban designer, 
he’d be a new urbanist, knowing that slow design pays in the end. 

Jeremy Caulton, urban designer and planner, is a director with iCube Ltd.

Top, from left to right A neighbourhood design − Strategic Structure, Town form, 
master concept, master working drawing

Above Masterplan

The days of doing what 
is best for the city seems 
to have been outdone by 
designers doing what is 
best for designers
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sinGAPoRE’s onE-noRTH
Singapore is no different. It began with developing the Singapore 
Science Park in 1984. The idea of a Science Hub was germinated 
in the 1990s, which eventually became One-North, a 200ha-site to 
accommodate the aspirations of a knowledge-based economy. Located 
in the south-west of Singapore, One-North aimed at providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment for innovation and creativity. 
Its name refers to the location of Singapore one degree north of the 
equator. Spearheaded by the JTC Corporation, an organisation which 
used to build factories and industrial estates, the master planner and 
developer was not just providing the physical infrastructure but aimed 
to create a thriving community, a place ‘for the meeting of minds, 
where researchers, innovators, business angels, venture capitalists, 
corporate lawyers and other technopreneurs inspire and are inspired’, 
where they may work, live, play and learn together. 
 One-North encompasses a range of iconic places, Biopolis and 
Fusionopolis, dedicated to research. The former contains imposing 
buildings which accommodate bioscience research institutes and 
biotech companies with names such as Genome, Chromos and Helix. 
The latter will contain IT and media-related research institutes and 
companies. Education is provided by the French business school 
INSEAD, the Ministry of Education, the British-based Tanglin Trust 
School for 3 to 18 year olds, and Singapore’s Nanyang Technological 
University alumni clubhouse. 
 One-North includes a technopreneur park, Phase Z.Ro, a collection 
of brightly painted containers converted into incubators for IT related 
start-up companies. Food and drink spaces have been introduced to 

Driven by global economic competition, many countries have 
increasingly focused on building knowledge-based economies, shifting 
away from their former dependence on industry based economies. This 
is grounded in the belief that being competitive requires new ideas and 
knowledge, as well as new forms of organisation and management. 
 How innovative a country, city or region is depends on its ‘milieux 
of innovation’ – ‘the social, institutional, organisational, economic and 
territorial structures which create the conditions for the continuous 
generation of synergy’ (Castells and Hall, 1994:9). 
 Amongst the strategies that have been pursued to develop “for 
milieux of innovation” is one that focuses on developing endogenous 
capacity in innovative activities. This has been encouraged through 
research collaborations and associations between universities and 
industries, the promotion of high tech business start-ups, and the 
development of creative industries. In particular, the clustering of 
activities such as scientific research, design, art, and business start-ups 
is often encouraged and facilitated. The phenomenon is described by a 
plethora of terms such as technopoles, incubators, technology centres, 
business parks, science parks, and creative clusters, each with varied 
shades of meaning. 
 In many cities, clustering of creative activity has become a priority 
strategy for building creative cities and knowledge economies. 
The underlying assumption in establishing such clusters is that 
technological innovation stems from scientific research, and that 
developments such as science parks will provide the catalytic incubator 
environment to transform creative scientific knowledge production into 
commercially viable innovations (Westhead, 1997).

Can Creative Cities Be Planned?
Perspectives from one degree north of the equator by Lily Kong
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fuel the social and recreational opportunities and to create a buzz, 
in converted old colonial-style houses in Rochester Park next to a 
clubhouse established in 1982 by the Ministry of Defence for the 
Singapore Armed Forces. The Colonial Bar is another site of social 
interaction offering food and drinks in an almost bucolic setting in a 
style reminiscent of past times.
 Two existing residential estates were included in the planning area. 
Wessex Estate is located in undulating greenery and contains semi-
detached houses and blocks of three-storey walk-up apartments, all 
in a characteristic black-and-white style of Singapore’s colonial past. 
The blocks share one feature – they are each named after places such 
as Aden, Gaza, Gallipoli and Khartoum, all of which refer to military 
feats of British history (de Koninck, 2003). These dwellings are used 
as homes, work places or combined work living spaces. Residents are 
engaged in the creative/cultural industries - photographers, artists, 
designers, architects and the like - and the gradual influx of the 
creative class gave the area its current character of a cultural/artistic 
cluster. When the landlord JTC Corporation noticed the growing 
agglomeration, it decided to support and develop this trend, actively 
seeking to fill vacant units with occupants from the creative industries 
and even converting apartments into lofts. Nepal Hill, the other close-
knit residential community does not have the same presence of the 
creative class.

oRGAniC GRoWTH
Just how possible is it to plan and develop a creative cluster and a 
creative city? To answer this question requires that we understand first 

how creative activity can be enhanced in clusters. Some scholars and 
policy makers believe that clusters encourage creativity and develop 
innovation because they facilitate institutional thickness (high level 
of synergy and interaction among individual units within a cluster), 
allow for embeddedness in wider social relations, create conditions for 
tacit understanding of local context and practices, and help to nurture 
trust within relational networks. However, empirical evidence does not 
necessarily substantiate this. 
One-North demonstrates that trust, embeddedness, institutional 
thickness, tacit understanding etc come with a sense of community, 
place and identity which develop best organically over time. Facilitating 
these relationships requires the organic growth of intangible relations 
between people, and between people and place. One-North is a fairly 
recent development launched in 2001 and it may be premature to pass 
judgement on the success of this project. It is to JTC Corporation’s credit 
that it has been interested in systematic and independent research 
to understand what has been accomplished and what else needs to be 
done, not so much in terms of physical infrastructure, but in terms 
of developing a sense of place, nurturing a sense of community, and 
stimulating a sense of creativity.
Based on a survey and in depth interviews conducted at One-North 
in 2007, the challenges of planning and developing a creative cluster, 
let alone a creative city, have become apparent. Many of One-North’s 
constituents recognise the distinctive characteristics of the place. 
They value the natural environment, the presence of historic buildings 
and the stimulating landmarks which act as places of interaction 
and relaxation. They are conducive for interpersonal engagement to 

opposite page Zaha Hadid’s Biopolis overview 
Above Biopolis space during the day

clustering of creative 
activity has become a 
priority strategy for 
building creative cities 
and knowledge economies
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 None of this is to say that there is no sense of identity and 
community, or that these affective senses cannot develop. Currently 
there exists a fragmented sense of community and identity within 
pockets of One-North, especially Nepal Hill and Wessex Estate where 
social interaction within each estate is extremely frequent, warm and 
even intimate. If given a choice many would want to continue living 
there. However, the empirical evidence is a reminder that developing a 
cluster and a community requires more than drawing perimeters around 
existing and new structures, over more than three years (or six from the 
launch of the project).
 The experience of One-North suggests that there are some specific 
challenges of building a sense of identity and community. Some can 
be addressed easily, others require a larger contextual evaluation 
and strategy, yet others require a fundamental re-examination of 
assumptions.

mAnAGEmEnT AnD TEnURE
While basic facilities and estate management issues are not usually 
associated with more intangible higher order objectives of community 
building, identity construction and tacit understanding, they have an 
impact on the affective relationships with place, and the development 
of trust, as they form part of daily practical realities. Numerous issues 
concerning facilities and estate management which bother residents 
(eg. consistent unresponsiveness to clearing debris and repeated 
inability to install broadband effectively) detract from the sense of 
pride and identity, and erode the relationship of trust between resident 

stimulate innovative ideas among scientists who also appreciate the 
new, well-equipped facilities. 
 However, from an overall perspective, a sense of community has not 
yet emerged. Perception and experience of One-North is very uneven 
among its constituents. New sites developed in One-North - Biopolis, 
One-North Park, NTU @one-north, Phase Z.Ro and Fusionopolis - are 
more readily recognised as part of it than existing sites (Nepal Hill, 
Wessex Estate, Temasek Club, Tanglin Trust School and ColBar). Thus 
the idea of the entire area, old and new, as one coherent integrated 
entity is not apparent to many. Nor are the origin of One-North, its 
name, responsibility for it, and other basic facts well known. Without 
such basic knowledge, it is not surprising that there is no clear sense of 
identity, territorial community or imagined community. 

DEvELoPinG A sEnsE of CommUniTy
In addition, even though there are distinct areas within one-north 
designated for various purposes, the vision of a work-live-play-learn 
integration within one-north has yet to be achieved. The vast majority 
of its constituents works there but live in other parts of Singapore. 
Outside work, One-North does not feature prominently in other daily 
pursuits of its constituents. The most common impression of One-
North is that it is allocated to science and technology, impressive and 
dynamic, and has good potential for future growth. For the resident 
population, the impression of One-North has a negative inflection of 
disruption, noise, messiness borne by the huge amount of ongoing 
construction work. 

Left Singapore unplanned
Below Singapore life
opposite page Singapore forest
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and familial support) more important in deciding where to live than the 
location of the workplace? Fundamentally therefore, is the vision of a 
work-live-play-learn environment built on an assumption which does 
not apply to a small (40 km x 25 km) island-city-state like Singapore? 
The work-live-play-learn environment is intended to help cultivate deep 
bonds and relationships. Will such a holistic environment ever work in 
tiny Singapore? Tackling this issue head on may well help to address the 
fundamental question of what One-North stands for.

Lily Kong, sociologist at singapore University

and landlord to the extent that constituents may feel disenfranchised 
and unheeded. Such problems warrant due diligence from the managing 
agents who need to deal effectively with these fundamental obstacles to 
building good relationships with constituents and their sense of pride 
for their place. 
 The resolution of other challenges requires a larger context of 
planning and coordination. An example is the great uncertainty over 
future tenures at Wessex Estate and Nepal Hill. Leases of no more than 
two or three years have created a sense of insecurity and a threat to the 
existence of precisely those communities which display the greatest 
sense of identity, belonging and attachment. They have the greatest 
possibilities to stimulate new ideas, explore, collaborate and experiment 
due to their enhanced sense of embeddedness, trust, and tacit 
understanding. However, the uncertainties of tenure impose constraints 
on investment and discourage emotional attachment to people and 
place. 

DoUBTs
A third type of challenge is more fundamental. If the work-live-
play-learn environment is envisaged as a holistic environment that 
stimulates close interactions, deep ties, trust and embeddedness, the 
question is why the overall One-North environment is not attracting 
more people. Is Singapore just too small for this to be necessary? Is it 
more attractive to dine in Holland Village, a hop and skip away? Is it the 
case that people may prefer to live away from their work environment? 
Are family ties in other parts of the island (representing domestic help 
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This issue of Urban Design takes a special look 
at urban place making in Liverpool European 
Capital of Culture 2008. According to Vogue 
fashion magazine, it’s all happening in Liver 
cool! The Sunday Times says its ‘glam up north’; 
populated by up for it, shopping- and grooming-
mad women, Liverpool is having a real fashion 
moment. Over 350 events covering music, visual 
arts, performing arts, street theatre, architecture, 
sports and heritage: a real celebration of culture 
for everyone.
 Highlights include The Turner Prize, Gustav 
Klimt Exhibition, Sir Paul Mc Cartney, Ringo 
Starr, The Tall Ships Race, Sir Simon Rattle and 
the Berlin Philharmoniker, The 5th International 

Biennial, The Stirling Prize, Le Corbusier in the Metropolitan Cathedral Crypt and the Mtv 
Europe Music Awards.
 This unique Urban Design topic asks the question: is the momentum of the European 
Capital of Culture being used to create new attitudes towards the quality and use of the public 
realm ? The city has been declared a World Heritage Site including the Pier Head, Castle 
Street, Exchange Flags, The Albert Dock , Derby Square and St Georges Plateau. In Liverpool 
One, Grosvenor, in the short space of four years, have created millions of pounds of new 
streets, squares and the new Chavasse Park. The controversial question for Liverpool One 
remains, will the new urban spaces remain public or become gated privatized zones ?
 In contrast, Rope Walks has seen gradual urban regeneration over fifteen years, largely 
led by Urban Splash who has set new standards in public spaces in Concert Square. Liverpool 
Vision has had a major role in making the linkages between different parts of the city 
and ‘The Big-Dig’ has been tackling the quality of existing pedestrian routes. Both The 
Liverpool John Moores University Centre for Architecture and Liverpool University School 
of Architecture have immersed themselves in urban projects and master planning exercises 
in the city. The City now celebrates the fifth Biennial of contemporary international art; 
increasingly public art features in the public realm.
 How is the city using its urban spaces? During the launch of The European Capital of 
Culture 2008, an audience of 40,000 gathered on St Georges Plateau to listen to Ringo Starr 
and Anfield Stadium is the venue for Sir Paul McCartney. It’s all about using existing spaces. 
Liverpool has a fine legacy of Victorian parks and in Sefton Park Africa Oye concerts are  
to be held in the rehabilitated Palm House. There are many Street Festivals and 500,000 will 
get together in the Cavern Quarter to celebrate popular music. Hope Street links the two 
twentieth century cathedrals and the street and surrounding spaces are the focus of musical 
events. 
 Finally, we pose concluding questions: is The European Capital of Culture 2008 a healthier 
city? What will be the legacy of the European Capital of Culture and will Liverpool leave an 
urban inheritance for its children ?

dr rob Macdonald, reader in archiTecTure, liverpool John Moores universiTy.
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an ouTsTanding place
Liverpool was inscribed onto UNESCO’s World Heritage List 
in 2004 as ‘the supreme example of a commercial port at the 
time of Britain’s greatest global significance.’ Liverpool’s global 
significance stems from its pivotal role in the development of 
international trading systems, its (regrettable) role in the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade in the 18th century and its pre-eminent 
role in mass emigration from Europe in the 19th century. The 
city’s places, spaces and buildings bear witness to Liverpool’s 
outstanding universal value and its contribution to those 
fundamental stages of the world’s history. 

Liverpool’s historic places, spaces and buildings provide the 
tangible and visible link to the city’s historic global significance, 
but they are also part of a vibrant city and not an urban museum. 
They must be protected, conserved and enhanced but must 
continue to contribute to the social and economic life of the city. 
Their maintenance and continued evolution must be managed 
with an understanding of their significance but also with 
recognition of their potential to generate income, activity and a 
unique spirit of place.

TradiTional and new-found public spaces
The biggest traditional public spaces in the World Heritage 
Site (WHS) are the Pier Head, St John’s Gardens and St George’s 
Plateau. Whilst these are spaces of immense character and 
architectural drama, none can lay claim to ancient authenticity. 
The Pier Head was created at the beginning of the 20th century 
as variously a tram terminal, a bus station and only latterly an 
urban square: it is currently being transformed by a new canal, a 

landscape renaissance and a new family 
of angular buildings. St. John’s Gardens 
was created following the demolition 
of St John’s Church in 1898: it remains 
the Valhalla of Liverpool worthies and 
its high maintenance standards have 
earned it a Green Flag Award. St George’s 
Plateau was conceived as Liverpool’s 
Ancient Forum but its traditional setts 
are only from the late 20th century, 
when it was rescued from a sea of tarmac, 
concrete flags and early 20th century 
disfigurements. 

Liverpool remains a major port and 
has ‘the biggest and most complete 
system of historic docks anywhere in 
the world’ but its historic docks were 
declared redundant in 1972. Despite 
being unsuitable for modern shipping, 
the historic docks are inter-twined into 
the urban fabric of the city and help to 
make Liverpool’s townscape unique. The 
docks may have been created as berths 
for merchant ships but they remain as 
effectively water-filled public squares. 
The Beatles could have been singing 
about the docks when they said ‘…some 
have changed, some for ever, not for 
better, some have gone, though some 

LIVERPOOL – MARITIME MERCANTILE CITy 
WORLD HERITAgE SITE
John Hinchliffe discusses the effects of World Heritage 
status on the buildings and spaces of the city

above Princes Dock, 
opened 1821, 
now a water-filled 
public square for 
surrounding quayside 
developments
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remain.’. The conversion and conservation of Albert Dock and 
its warehouses in the 1980s was an exemplar of heritage-led 
regeneration and made them once again an integral part of the 
life of the city. The great challenge facing the other historic 
docks, such as Stanley Dock, is to find sustainable and active uses 
which retain their integrity and engages a wide audience. 

buildings - a TradiTion of change and influence
Liverpool’s WHS includes the city’s 800 year old streets, palaces 
of commerce and warehouses galore but no buildings survive 
from before 1719, as the city has a tradition of change and 
renewal. In the 19th century, the architects and their clients 
fought out the battle of the styles between classicism and gothic. 
And yet Elmes’s St George’s Hall, ‘… the freest neo-Grecian 
building in England and one of the finest in the world’, sits 
comfortably opposite Waterhouse’s neo-gothic North Western 
Hotel – with its picturesque ‘outline to be seen against the sky’.
The pioneering maverick Peter Ellis, jumped into the stylistic 
mix, with his pre-modernist Oriel Chambers and 16 Cook Street. 
Stylistic differences in Liverpool are nothing new!

The Bund on Shanghai was famously influenced by 
the blockbuster trio of buildings on Liverpool’s Pier Head 
Waterfront, but in an ironic reversal of roles, Peel Holdings now 
have an ambitious vision to create Shanghai on the Mersey with 
their Liverpool Waters scheme. A key issue will surely be that of 
scale, as well as style. 

Extreme conservationists and 
myopic regenerationists are both 
guilty of misunderstanding the 
concept and objective of World 
Heritage Sites
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ManageMenT of change
The inscription as a WHS raised Liverpool’s heritage status 
without imposing additional statutory controls: it rightly 
raised expectations that the protection and enhancement of the 
historic environment will be given greater weight in decisions 
over the city’s future but it should also bring new attitudes 
towards creative use of its buildings and its public realm. The 
Vision for the WHS is that it will be managed as ‘…an exemplary 
demonstration of sustainable development and heritage-led 
regeneration’.

Extreme conservationists and myopic regenerationists are 
both guilty of misunderstanding the concept and objective 
of World Heritage Sites and would do well to come to terms 
with WH Committee’s Budapest Declaration (2002) which 
overtly states that WHSs should seek to achieve an appropriate 
and equitable balance between the needs of conservation, 
sustainability and development so that WHSs can continue to 
contribute ‘…to the social and economic development and the 
quality of life of their communities’.

Professional journalists, who should know better, have also 
mis-reported a desire for false historicism for new buildings in 
Liverpool’s WHS. Liverpool has a long tradition of innovation 
in architecture and technology and the WHS Management Plan 
positively promotes the continuation of that tradition, provided 
that new buildings are appropriate to their historic, spatial and 
townscape context. This approach is supported by UNESCO, 
as its Vienna Memorandum (2005) advocates contemporary 

architecture in WHSs which is 
‘…complementary to the values of the 
historic urban landscape…’. 

The fuTure of The places, spaces 
and buildings
Supplementary planning guidance 
is currently being prepared for new 
development in and around the WHS 
to encourage harmonious design and 
exemplary conservation, and which, in 
the words of its brief, will ‘…provide a 
framework for protecting and enhancing 
the outstanding universal value of 
Liverpool – Maritime Mercantile City 
World Heritage Site, whilst encouraging 
investment and development which 
secures a healthy economy and supports 
regeneration’. The great expectation is 
that the guidance will help Liverpool’s 
Places, Spaces and Buildings to maintain 
the city’s cultural distinctiveness.

John hinchliffe, world heritage officer, liverpool 
city council 
For further information on Liverpool - Maritime 
Mercantile City World Heritage Site, visit 
www.liverpoolworldheritage.com 

above Aerial view of St John’s gardens (1899 by Thomas Shelmerdine)
opposite page Source of all pictures: English Heritage
right Water Street – Oriel Chambers, Water Street, Peter Ellis, 1864
left from top to bottom
St george’s Hall, Harvey Lonsdale Elmes, 1854
St george’s Plateau – Monument to King’s Liverpool Regiment (1905 by Sir W. 

goscombe John) in St John’s gardens 
Lime St, North Western Hotel, Alfred Waterhouse, 1871
Stanley Dock (1848) and the disused grade II* Listed North Warehouse (1855)
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has been provided within one of the residential blocks and 
there are even underground spaces for electric mobility vehicle 
charging.

shopping paradise
In Paradise, shopping will be the new cultural mantra. 
Regeneration is being led by retail and commercial impetus and 
Liverpool One will certainly present serious competition for 
existing Church Street, Lewis’s, Bold Street and London Road on 
the shopping edge. Already, John Lewis have vacated their long 
established property to move into a completely new department 
store in Liverpool One, and Liverpool Football Club is also 
relocating into a new store. Grosvenors’s massive injection of 
£920 million, combined with proactive securing of sites through 
compulsory purchase orders helped to expedite proceedings, 
including the painful purchase of Quiggins. Quiggins was a 
low cost shopping bazaar in an existing building, that held out 
against Grosvenor, taking them right up to a public inquiry. 
Unfortunately, the power of the big developer won the property 
game and Quiggins were forced to relocate elsewhere.

MasTerplan
Building Design Partnership (BDP) designed the master plan 
for the whole area resulting in a matrix that meshes in with 
the existing tissue of the surrounding urban fabric. Within this 
matrix, twenty one architects were commissioned to design a 
variety of individual buildings. This is no typical out-of-town 
shopping mall because the individual buildings have been 
designed around a number of new public spaces and existing 

‘Liverpool One exudes a certain 
artificiality, lacking the dynamism that 
normally typifies the city. It thus remains 
to be seen whether it can fulfil the 
promise of an authentic urban experience 
and therefore be truly distinctive.’
   Harm Tilman, de Architect, April 2008.

If high class shopping, a multiplex 
cinema, two hotels, a new park and 600 
apartments are your idea of Paradise, then 
Liverpool One will be the place to be in 
2008. In 1998 Liverpool City Council 
invited proposals for the regeneration 
of the City Centre and the Duke of 
Westminster and Grosvenor Estates 
won the opportunity of re-developing 
a massive 42 acres of the city. Known 
as Liverpool One, it also goes by the 
optimistic title of the Paradise Project.

It has been a considerable urban 
undertaking encompassing 2.5 million 
sq.ft. spread over six districts; Paradise 
comprises twenty-one different 
architectural projects, including two 
major department stores, Chevasse Park, 
two hotels, a bus station, cinema, over 
600 housing units and 3000 car parking 
spaces including a dramatic sunken 
parking area, under a green park. A crèche 

ARCHITECT IN PARADISE?
Dr Rob Macdonald speculates on whether Liverpool One 
will open the gates of Paradise
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streets including Chavasse Park, South John Street, Paradise 
Street and Hanover Street. 

At the time of writing, the central public spaces are looking 
very impressive, comprising a low level hard zone with water 
features that marks the spot of the original Tidal Pool and first 
Enclosed Dock. This is the area that featured in a recent Time 
zone TV Programme presented by Tony Robinson. There are 
numerous gentle ramps, pedestrian flyovers and high level 
walkways. However, these walkways are not comparable with 
those of the seventies, rather they merge and sweep together as 
natural paths. The landscape designers have used a variety of 
quality hard edges and surfaces; hopefully, they will stand the 
test of skateboarders, parcours jumpers and free flow runners.

Paradise includes the Bluecoat Chambers, which is Liverpool’s 
oldest cultural building and it is fitting that it has been renovated 
and extended in 2008 by Dutch architects BIQ. The original front 
courtyard has been kept but major changes have been made to 
the secret and hidden rear garden; this has not been entirely well 
received by users with urban memories! Adjacent to the New 
Bluecoat is a shopping arcade designed by Sir Jeremy Dixon. Even 
on a tour of the building site you can feel the quality of bronze 
and Indian marble. The facetted glass BBC Radio Merseyside 
Headquarters, designed by Page and Park from Glasgow, is a fine 
building in the Liverpool tradition of Oriel Chambers. Behind 
the BBC Building is the Friends Meetings House, built in a warm 
orange brick. One of the most visually controversial buildings 
is Mr Herbert’s (Bling-Bling) on Hanover Street and designed by 
London based Piers Gough. 

There are two landmark department stores for Debenhams 
and John Lewis. Award winning architects Wilkinson Eyre (New 
Echo Arena) designed the new curving bus station and the steel 
and light twisting foot bridge that connects the Liver Car Park to 
John Lewis. The Liver Car Park has already been nominated for 
an architecture award. The New York architect Cesar Pelli has 
designed the leaning tower of Liverpool which faces the Strand. 
The views from the tower are spectacular; to the South West 
is the new Arena and due West is the new Liverpool Museum 
(under construction). Two new underground ramps have been 
cut into the Strand to allow access to the underground parking. 

QuesTions
Not everybody in Liverpool agrees that Liverpool One will be 
Paradise; there has been much discussion about private gated 
streets and urban sheriffs. Despite these various disputes and 
debates, the Paradise Project has been an impressive urban 
achievement for the European Capital of Culture 2008. Having 
just spent the morning walking around the new streets, Chavasse 
Park and urban spaces in Paradise, I am inclined to speculate 
that Paradise will be a very pleasant place to visit and shop in. It 
will form an important link between the City, Albert Dock and 

opposite page Liverpool One aerial view
Top left Liverpool one main plan
Top New Stadium, photograph by Sarah Bibby
above Rear of Mr. Herbert’s Bling-Bling building (Piers gough of CZWg 

Architects), photograph by Sarah Bibby

the new Echo Arena. Its important that 
Liverpool is seen to raise the quality of 
what it offers its residents and its visitors. 
However, it remains to be seen whether 
in the long term, the project will be an 
authentic urban experience and whether 
Paradise will have a trickle down effect 
for the rest of the City.
Only time will tell…

rob Macdonald reader in architecture, liverpool 
school of art & design.
liverpool John Moores university.
(with appreciation to rod holmes and norman 
potter, grosvenor.)
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also changing- less talk about bringing the government down, 
more about regeneration and sorting things out. This blossomed 
with the establishment of the Ropewalks Partnership which 
started a major transformation of the area under an ambitious 
Integrated Development Operation- the first in Europe.

The Partnership created by the City Council, English 
Partnership and the Northwest Development Agency (NWDA) 
committed over £42 million to the regeneration of the area. 
Master planners BDP were appointed, design competitions held 
and a huge programme of public realm improvements was 
rolled out. The Ropewalks Partnership can be very proud of 
its achievements- major derelict buildings were brought back 
into use and the public realm programme with its new artwork 
was successfully delivered. After much battling, Eddie Berg’s 
team delivered the Foundation for Art and Creative Technology 
(FACT), the most important cultural facility in the area.

Bold Street refound its identity and at last we got our Chinese 
Arch. Urban Splash finished off projects like the Tea Factory and 
Vanilla Factory and even had a go at church conversion, saving 
the magnificent St Peter’s Church and securing its future with 
help from the blessed Rob Guttmann.

balance sheeT
Sadly after five years the Ropewalks Partnership was dissolved. 
In terms of urban design, what was achieved? what was the good, 
the bad and the ugly? The BDP Masterplan was highly pragmatic 
and robust and it created a series of high quality public squares 

THE TRANSFORMATION OF ROPEWALKS
Bill Maynard enthuses about the success of Ropewalks and 
wonders about the future

Urban Splash was born in the Ropewalks 
area of Liverpool, It was some 15 years 
ago when Messrs Bloxham & Falkingham 
set off on their adventure to transform the 
inner city. At that time the City Council 
was in a state of chaos and the private 
sector steered a very wide berth around 
Liverpool. Mass unemployment, a failing 
economy and crumbling infrastructure 
typified the city at that time.

Out of all this mess the young 
Splashers talked the talk about the city 
centre living, mixed uses, pavement cafes- 
all underpinned by a belief that strong 
design could lead the way. There was even 
talk about becoming the Covent Garden 
of the North. The word lofts entered our 
vocabulary- something only Londoners 
and New Yorkers had ever heard before. 
The young Splashers embarked a series 
of projects: Liverpool Palace, Baa Bar, 
Concert Square, Tea Factory - nice clever 
conversions which tapped into the 
mood for change. Young architects and 
designers began to find their feet. Perhaps 
they didn’t need to drift off to London.

The political mood in Liverpool was 
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and infrastructure improvements. High quality natural materials 
were used throughout. Local architects such as ShedKM and 
Arkheion delivered some excellent schemes. The private sector 
was encouraged to invest throughout the area with mixed results: 
some good buildings were delivered other were less satisfactory.

The essence of Ropewalks has always been its variety, the rich 
mixture of architectural styles and the eclectic range of activities 
from artists, musicians to retailers and pinstripes. While the 
Ropewalks achieved much, the area is still blighted by dereliction 
and too many buildings are still at risk. The loss of the listed Seel 
Street Terrace has made a mockery of the legislation designed 
to protect our heritage and character of our cities. Also the 
maintenance of the public realm is becoming a major concern.

Ropewalks was to be our creative industries quarter our little 
piece of bohemia. In this respect the glass is half empty: Urban 
Splash has delivered its network of funky offices and Beethams 
transformed the Bridewell area. We have FACT, and Open Eye 
3345 and Korova are still doing business. Bold Street is great 
as home to Mattas and Utility and numerous other retailers. 
However much remains to be done.

concerns abouT The fuTure 
In some ways Ropewalks is a job half done. We now have an 
enlarged and revamped Liverpool Vision; perhaps it should pick 
up the challenge and spearhead the final stage of regeneration 
with a view to tackling the dereliction at the heart of the area and 
stop the rot once and for all by:

opposite page Concert 
Square

Top left the Tea Factory
Top right Converted St 

Peter’s Church interior
above left Concert 

Square at night
above St Peter’s Church

• reinforcing and encouraging the 
creative and artistic community in the 
area build upon the success of FACT,
• sort out the maintenance of the public 
realm,
• encourage new cultural and artistic 
activities, 
• support the Bold Street and China 
Town traders to face up to the challenge 
of Liverpool One.

Ropewalks now has a shining bright 
neighbour in the Liverpool One project 
and it should play an important role as 
the quirky bohemian neighbour to the 
prime retailing of the Grosvenor Scheme.

As they say, make no little plans.

bill Maynard, Managing director, urban splash 
liverpool
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Do we have faith in place? People and 
place and places for people makes for a 
good mantra, but is communion with 
place about pilgrimage or penance? This 
view comes from the pew rather than 
pulpit as whilst I have several years’ 
regeneration experience, I am not a 
designer, but a ‘Placevangelist’ with a 
passion for place and design. 

 We walk through place daily and 
might praise or despise it. We might 
also take on its physical and intellectual 
challenges by ignoring its confines, and 
negotiating the disrepair, mess, and 
baffling designs that take us from A to 
B, via Z. Place can be hierarchical and 
pluralist. At its best we congregate within 
it, but at its worst it makes patronising 
assumptions on human intelligence, and 
self-determination. It has function by 
joining up buildings, helping us navigate 
journeys and carrying public services, 
and is social, in determining informal 
contracts about how people negotiate 
their space in place. It is also exclusive 
regarding rights of enjoyment. 

The five books of place
Matters like these create a place canon. 
We have a Book of Enforcement related 
to the privatisation of public space, 
and transference of rights to private 
companies. We see avarice toward car 

users, commandments on licensed rights (including planning) 
and new testaments of judgemental bylaws on public rights. 
Judgemental, as its fine to be middle class and carry chardonnay 
to your car, but bad to be a hoody carrying lager on a skateboard. 
Faith in place can be selective?

Hence the Book of Vandalalation where feral definitions 
of ownership and territory are deconstructive in terms and 
actions. Vandalism, graffiti, and crime are alternatives gospels of 
irreverence, perhaps reflecting poorly designed and under-used 
places, and middle-class, top-downism on inclusiveness? It’s not 
all the fault of place, but bad place alienates some, as much as it 
gives roots to others, and there is clearly something wrong when 
people trash their own neighbourhoods as a badge (asbo) of 
honour. It is interesting that much anti-social activity linked to 
place, including substance and street sex issues, are expressions 
of the disenfranchised from people who can’t vote, don’t vote, 
don’t care, or can’t care.

Then there is the middle ground and its Book of Stupid, one that 
sees millions spent on physical regeneration with little thought 
on maintenance, even to collect litter. One where public utilities 
trash more realm than the world’s youth skateboarders ever 
could. One where cul-de-sacking and mass urban re-engineering 
is done with little holistic thought for social and economic 
consequences. Where quality of design can lack primacy and 
where good design principles are ignored, so that gating, road 
barriers, and pedestrian schemes, coral people without thought 
to access, movement, or psychology. To the public congregation, 
this is alienating, and begets a commandment ‘Don’t trust thy 
neighbour’. But worse still is when regeneration is rewarded 
by roller-shutters that turn revived streets into metal canyons. 
Who in the regeneration industry talks to the insurance industry 
about this? The gospel of this book is one where the privatisation 
of rights can create a socialisation of problems.

 But there is a Book of Hope. Where I live I see seated 
congregations on pavements fronting terraced houses, and 
indeed children’s pavement art. I also see street performers and 
street retailing that adds colour to place and people returning 
to Liverpool city centre because it’s a better place. It would be 
nice to see more place animation, but perhaps people need 
encouragement and invitation. 

As for the Book of Futures perhaps we’ll see more public 
intervention in creating and scrutinising place. The government 
recently announced public representation for cultural and sports 
boards, so perhaps a similar clergy can consider place. The UK is 
supposedly a beacon of creative industries, so let us empower our 
excellent architectural practices to work at the social design level 
far more. Master planning helps, so too contextual pattern books 
and improved governance. Let us also quantify value in place 
and gear this toward maintenance and management funding. 
We should nurture place and act responsibly toward it, whether 
as corporations, citizens or public bodies. We should also create 
place consciousness through education, comparative practice, 
and awards. The Stirling Prize features place nominations, and 
with green awards for beaches and parks, perhaps we need 
something similar for urban place. We intrinsically know when 
it’s bad, so should reward it when it’s good. 

In conclusion, I am conscious of my own faith in place, but see 
lasting judgements from the past that undermine this. My own 
mantras, that places are nothing without people, and that people 
make places, is important, as faith has no boundaries, even in 
narrowly defined man made places. 

colin dyas, development Manager, liverpool vision

WALKS OF FAITH
Colin Dyas expresses his very personal theology of place

above Hope Street
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Beyond the theme Liverpool, the title of this article involves not 
only masterplanning itself, but a scenario for the century we 
inhabit – seven (some would say) momentous years of which 
have passed – portents for the remaining 93 lying in the realm 
of the unknown, where, at the very least, we can expect the 
unexpected – a volatile world. Two issues already underpinning 
this volatility, followed by a résumé of master-planning priorities 
for the years ahead, are considered.

econoMic growTh / cliMaTe change
Citizens are confused about the relationship between 
economic growth (good?) and climate change (bad?), to the 
effect that growth is no longer self-evidently good at all. How 
is internationally-agreed change to be initiated? As the UN 
Environment Programme’s recently published 4th Global 
Environment Outlook (GEO-4) pointed out, the Earth’s biological 
capacity is 15.7 hectares per person, while we currently have 
an ecological footprint of 21.9 hectares per person, resulting in 
the need for 1.4 Earths to sustain the average lifestyle. The UN 
reports that Cuba is the only sustainably-developing nation, and 
that is changing, given the new political situation there.

There is the need for those setting the programmes for master 
plans – those working upstream of design and construction – to 
set parameters that place climate change significantly ahead of 
economic growth.

violence / co-operaTion
Commenting on Ben Kiernan’s book, 
Blood and Soil – A World History of 
Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to 
Darfur, William McNeill writes, ‘Clearly 
cooperation and violence coexist among 
us and always have’. By 2100, can there 
be a sustainable human population 
living largely in cooperation, reasonably 
educated, fed, watered, housed and 
clothed, living within the biological 
capacity of the planet, with at least some 
other significant flora and fauna sharing 
it with us? To get there, we will require 
unprecedented intelligence, education 
and leadership, hand-in-hand with a 
renunciation of the violence that has 
significantly shaped human affairs since 
homo sapiens, millennia ago, doubtless 
slaughtered all other hominids. Effective 
masterplanning exists where cooperation 
(Herodotus hermeneutics) exceeds 
violence (Thucydides hermeneutics).

Where conflict infects a community, 
the creation of effective masterplanning 
– let us say for a problem housing 

MASTERPLANS FOR THE TWENTy-FIRST 
CENTURy
Professor Douglas Clelland makes suggestions well beyond 
the current masterplans practice

above A ‘Methuselah’ 
tree – the final 
fragment of the 
ancient Caledonian 
Forest
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estate – is nullified, and where violence 
predominates – let us say in today’s 
favelas and shanty towns – there is little 
point setting out to create masterplans.

Zero-co2 pracTices
As a résumé of priorities for master-
planning for the years ahead, let alone the 
21st Century, and restricting matters to 
the UK, the following seem imperative.

It would be meaningful to see 
government giving every town and 
city until 2012 to create a deliverable, 
auditable strategy to achieve zero-CO2 
performance within a decade, through 
the masterplanning of every part of its 
geography. Non-compliance should be 
treated in the same manner as the zero-
tolerance now pertaining in matters 
relating to Health and Safety, something 
that a decade ago was unacceptable to 
the people who are typically in denial 
about the seriousness of climate change. 

above Masterplan for a zero-CO2 new town on 
Merseyside based on the creation of a solid 
economic heartland

Masterplanning would no longer need to square (economic 
growth) the circle (climate change). This should be a national 
movement and not relegated to the creation of 15 Eco-towns.

cooperaTion
The liberalism that underpins this country’s best previous 
achievements in masterplanning has cooperation and 
multiculturalism at their heart. That openness, and the 
achievement of radical change to the way our towns and cities 
perform, requires cooperation that moves us from an average 
ecological footprint of 21.9 hectares (the footprints of the 
population of many wealthy areas being far, far higher), towards 
the 15.7 hectares benchmark.

auThenTiciTy
Those who can afford to, choose to live in settlements that have 
a sense of place. There is a great danger that the Eco-towns, 
harbingers of a necessary change in energy matters, will fail to 
be other than housing estates. The existence of the authentic 
tends to be based on an economic heartland being present in a 
settlement, and therefore for example, the cooperation of the 
retail chains in understanding the need to move beyond current 
paradigms is paramount.

rolling ouT innovaTion
Masterplanning is an evolving discipline, dependent not only on 
political and economic guidance, but also on ideas for the future 
created by designers. We rapidly need to leave a period when our 
masterplanning paradigms have been built on false premises, 
towards a period with new paradigms, evolving in advance of / 
parallel to political change.

Poussin’s landscape paintings suggest a balance between man 
and nature. In a digital age, The Century of Nature, that seems to be 
a principle still worth believing in.

doug clelland is lead design and head of research at aire design and the herbert 
rowse professor of architecture and urban design at liverpool John Moores 
university.

There is a need… to set 
parameters that place climate 
change significantly ahead of 
economic growth
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Richard Wilson’s Turning the Place Over was tested on a Tuesday 
last June, the process captured on their mobile phones by two 
girls passing by. They put the clip on YouTube, and before the 
official launch that Friday, their video received 350,000 hits. 
There are now more than 20 videos of the work on YouTube. Its 
presence makes people stop to look, talk to their neighbours, 
but it has also captured the imagination of people who have 
never seen it. By creating a bond between people, this gesture in 
the urban environment has become a civic place: a place where 
citizens relate to each other outside shopping or eating.

creaTing civic places
For a city with so many wonderful buildings, it’s astonishing that 
Liverpool’s city centre has only two places in which civic events 
can take place - St Georges Plateau and the Pier Head. Albert 
Dock almost qualifies, while Exchange Flags, Derby Square and, 
of course, Lime Street Station still have the potential to become 
(or return to being) civic. We’re hopeful that the Liverpool One 
development will give us more: it takes an unusual and visionary 
commercial developer to create genuinely civic places.

Liverpool Biennial, the organisation, is a commissioning 
agency ‘engaging art, people and place’. Through the power of 
imagination, we aim to inspire people to become art lovers and 
to turn dead spaces into pleasurable places. We’re ‘turning the 
place over’ to the people, and hoping to recover some sense of the 
civic along the way. 

We organise an international festival of contemporary art 

with counterparts in cities all over 
the world (the most famous being 
Venice Biennale), although Liverpool 
Biennial is unique in its insistence on 
commissioning new art and in its focus 
on the intersection of the international 
and the local. The biennial rhythm is 
long enough to chart real change, short 
enough to carry the memory of each 
event forward to the next. It’s an event 
that is both ephemeral and powerfully 
cumulative in its effect on the way 
residents, and visitors, think about the 
city. 

People activate spaces through 
mere presence, and if it is a pleasurable 
enough space to linger in, then it will 
quickly gather the sense of being a place: 
adding a dimension of appreciation. In 
2003 we were invited by South Sefton 
Development Agency to suggest how 
art might bring people to Crosby Beach. 
Siting Antony Gormley’s Another Place 
there has certainly achieved this, bringing 
two to three times the number of people 
as before (with all the desired effects on 
the local economy). But it’s what people 

LIVERPOOL BIENNIAL, PUBLIC ART & 
THE PUBLIC REALM
Lewis Biggs describes a programme that brings 
spaces back to life

above Impression of 
Rotunda Pavilion. 
gross Max Landscape 
Architects, 2008
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understand by being there that is important. This artwork 
returns the beach from being a neglected corner to being the 
pivot between the old and the new worlds that it was when 
so many tens of millions of emigrants saw it as their last bit of 
Europe. It was an area to walk the dog. Now it’s a place where 
school classes gather for their history lessons on emigration, and 
churches present their nativity plays at Christmas.

reusing derelicT land
This summer, Gross Max landscape architects are transforming 
wasteland in front of Rotunda Community College into a 
folly and gardens, a site for neighbourhood relaxation, but 
also as a vessel to be filled with activity. After a long period of 
consultation, this Biennial Big Table commission is already a 
matter of neighbourhood pride. 

Back in the city centre, for the Biennial festival this 
September, Atelier BowWow (Tokyo) have been commissioned 
to create a contemporary amphitheatre in the bombed site that 
commands the vista down Berry Street from Great St. George’s. 
Our aim with this temporary artwork is to imagine a new civic 
place at the top of Bold Street. The railed off public garden / war 
memorial of St Luke’s Church turns its back on street life, rather 
than embracing and absorbing it. The implied theatricality (such 
a feature of Liverpool) of this key crossroad is begging to be 
expressed more fully. 

Another take on theatricality is provided by New York 
partnership Diller, Scofidio + Renfro’s design for a green space in 
the Baltic Triangle. The partnership is currently overseeing the 
creation of The High Line, an elevated railroad spur stretching 
1.45 miles along Manhattan’s Westside, which they describe 
as a ‘reflection on the categories of nature and culture’. Their 
proposal for Liverpool offers a still point of reflection within a 
turning environment of moving vegetation. 

2008 is, of course, a turning point for Liverpool. Turning the 
Place Over alludes to the process of redevelopment within which 
the artwork sits. It also refers to housebreaking, turning the 
place over to strip out valuables (whether they be commercial 
or sentimental only). The difference between creating alienation 
and creating a sense of community can be addressed through 
design, and people’s imaginative engagement with it. Let’s turn 
the place over to pleasure in design.

lewis biggs, director of liverpool biennial of contemporary art

The difference between creating 
alienation and creating a sense 
of community can be addressed 
through design and people’s 
imaginative engagement with it.

Top Artists’ impression of commission for Liverpool 
Biennial International 08, Atelier BowWow, 2008.

Middle Turning the Place Over, Richard Wilson, 2007 
Commissioned by Liverpool Biennial. Photograph by 
Sean Hawkridge

above Another Place, Antony gormley, 2006. 
Photograph by Steve White
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It is 20 years ago this year since Liverpool hosted the first World 
Health Organisation Healthy Cities Conference in support of its 
Healthy Cities initiative. 

That initiative had come out of a decade of debate about the 
need to change the way in which we think about health away 
from a pre-occupation with hospitals, medical salvage and a 
fantasy about the indefinite postponement of death towards one 
which embraced a holistic notion of people living in habitats, the 
social and environmental conditions that shape our health, well 
being and quality of life – the city where we ‘live, love, work and 
play.’ , ‘cities to grow people in.’. 

In the lead up to the Liverpool conference there was a 
workshop which focussed on identifying the ecological criteria 
for defining the Healthy City. Four such criteria were identified: -

1	 Minimum	intrusion	into	the	natural	state
The principle of minimum intrusion requires that new 
development and restructuring should reflect the topographic, 
hydrographic, vegetal and climatic environment in which it 
occurs. A close reference to the natural site will benefit drainage, 
ventilation, insulation, the indoor climate, the micro-climate and 
open green spaces. 

2	 Maximum	Variety
Maximum Variety should be aimed for in the physical, social and 
economic structure of the city. Land uses and activities should be 
mixed where this does not create hazards, rather than separated 
and fragmented. A range of economic activities will make cities 

and communities less vulnerable to 
change and reduce social polarisation and 
equality. 

3	 As	closed	a	system	as	possible
The principle of closed systems in urban 
and environmental health management 
would mean that waste is recycled within 
the urban area wherever possible and 
that the water, energy and resources are 
renewable. The management of green 
spaces would maintain nature and 
recreational opportunities within cities. 

4	 An	optimum	balance	between	
population	and	resources
Urban and population change must 
relate to the fragile natural systems and 
environments that support them. Balance 
is required at the city and neighbourhood 
levels to provide a high quality and 
supportive physical environment as well 
as economic and cultural opportunities. 

relevance Today
Twenty years on these criteria have 
become more important than ever 
and the papers given at the conference 

THE EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE  
– A HEALTHIER CITy
Dr. John Ashton ,CBE, reflects on the links between health 
and city design

above Allotment 
gardens and nutrition 
messages at the 
International garden 
Festival in 1984
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covering a wide range of topics including urban economies, 
community architecture and housing, transport, poverty and 
regeneration, community action and the greening of cities are 
as fresh as ever. In the intervening years global warming has 
moved high up the agenda and has begun to impact on the issue 
of closed systems. However the other three criteria have barely 
been discussed in relation to regeneration in Liverpool and other 
cities. 

In 1988 Liverpool was a basket case and the question was 
whether it would survive as a major city. Today, after £2 billion 
of European Union investment, a massive change of mood and 
renewed economic vitality, there is little question that it is going 
to be around as a major player into the future. But what about 
Health and Healthy Cities? 

links beTween healTh and planning
The Healthy Cities project itself was in part a reincarnation of the 
Health of Towns Association of the 1840s. Set up in response to 
the publication of Chadwick’s report on The Sanitary Conditions 
of the Labouring Population in 1842, the Association campaigned 
for urban sanitary reform and was instrumental in bringing the 
1848 Public Health Act to the Statute Book. It began a movement 
whose partners included the early town planners and it is 
no coincidence that the Liverpool University departments of 
Public Health and Civic Design were among the earliest such 
departments in the world. 

Indeed public health and town planning were Siamese twins 
in the later 19th Century and early 20th Century. That has not 
been the case since the end of the second world war, and the 
disaster of slum clearance has blighted attempts at integrated 
development along the lines of Ebenezer Howards’ garden cities 
ever since. But perhaps the tide is changing! 

Without doubt, the glass in Liverpool is half full. But to 
fill it up we need a new impetus which embraces a marriage 
of ecological thinking to active citizenship. In this year of 
City of Culture we also need to consolidate the centrality of 
health, culture and the arts. One of the legacies of Liverpool’s 
engagement with the Healthy Cities Project has been a rich 
experience of collaboration between public health and art, 
architecture and various cultural activities. Adrian Henri was 
Public Health’s Artist in Residence throughout 1997 when the 
city celebrated the 150th anniversary of the appointment of 
William Henry Duncan as the Country’s first Medical Officer of 
Health. Rob MacDonald and this author have worked closely on 
bringing health to architectural students and vice versa. 

But if we look round the city-scape of Liverpool 2008 and 
reflect on how far we have come in shaping an ecological city 
fit for the 21st Century with health and well being supported at 
every turn, we have a long way to go. 

dr. John ashton, director of public health, cumbria, cbe

furTher reading
Website – johnrashton@securemachines.co.uk
The New Public Health, John Ashton and Howard 

Seymour, Open University Press 1988
Healthy Cities ed. John Ashton, Open University Press 1991
Proceedings of 1988 Healthy Cities Conference, Liverpool 
(johnrashton@securemachines.co.uk) 

we need a new impetus 
which embraces a marriage of 
ecological thinking to active 
citizenship

Top A ‘liberated’ plot 
of land in Central 
Manhattan courtesy 
of the urban open 
space coalition

above Actors perform 
a vignette about 
dental health at the 
International garden 
Festival sponsored by 
Michael Heseltine 

right The signing 
of the Liverpool 
Declaration on Urban 
Health during the 
WHO Healthy Cities 
Conference in 1988
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Even before the successful city had been announced there 
was much talk of the regeneration impact of the award of the 
European Capital of Culture 2008 title. The general consensus 
seemed to be that the ‘Glasgow effect’ had the potential to 
transform the fortunes of one of the six shortlisted cities. Indeed, 
many commentators glibly observed that Liverpool won because 
of its overwhelming regeneration need rather than anything to 
do with the quality of its bid. Five years later what impact has 
Capital of Culture had on Liverpool’s built environment? 

The simple answer is very little. This may come as a surprise 
to anyone who has visited Liverpool recently and had to 
squeeze past the knots of fluorescent-clad workmen jostling 
for space beneath a canopy of tower cranes. From the Pier Head 
to the universities, the city-centre has undergone a dramatic 
transformation, and it is far from over. In terms of area, at least 
one third of central Liverpool has been refurbished, redeveloped 
or received a major planning consent in the past five years. 
However, few people locally would attribute this directly to 
winning the Capital of Culture title. 

While the prospect of 2008 has undoubtedly helped to lift 
spirits, forge a shared sense of purpose and loosen a few purse 
strings it is a symptom of change rather than a cause. The crucial 
period for Liverpool’s current regeneration came some time 
before and is exemplified by the fact that the city felt confident 
enough to submit a credible bid in the first place. Many of 
the formative factors in this change have been illustrated in 
previous pages but among others you could include: a national 
re-engagement with cities and the subsequent boom in city 
centre living; the impact of European Objective One funding; 
the focus provided by the formation of Liverpool Vision in 1999; 
the re-emergence of a strong local development sector; and the 
creation of a city centre movement strategy and public realm 

implementation framework from 2000 
onwards. 

Because there is little that can 
specifically be attributed to the Capital of 
Culture its legacy is difficult to determine. 
However, one of the unforeseen benefits 
of a period in the international spotlight 
is that Liverpool is getting the chance to 
reflect on what has happened in recent 
years. Already it is becoming apparent 
that many of the more successful 
elements have been based on a specific 
response to the city itself rather than 
relying on stock solutions from elsewhere 
and that grand gestures are not the only 
way of reviving a place already rich in the 
dramatic and iconic. 

When 2008 draws to a close and the 
hundreds of bedraggled banners have 
been taken off the lampposts perhaps 
some of the more valuable lessons will 
have become engrained in Liverpool’s 
culture. It is hoped so, because continuing 
the momentum beyond the city centre 
into neighbouring districts, little touched 
by this year’s festivities, presents a 
potentially tougher challenge, and from 
past experience a far greater chance of 
getting things wrong.

John stonard is currently cabe programme Manager, 
design liverpool 

THE URBAN DESIgN LEgACy, 
2008 AND BEyOND
John Stonard wonders what the long term effect 
of European Capital of Culture will be

above Overview of 
development within 
Liverpool city centre 
over the past six 
years
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Leicester is the focus of major regeneration, the scale of which has 
not been experienced in the city since the arrival of the railways. The 
financial interest in the city has resulted in a coincidence of activity: 
the building of a new Arts Centre, the redevelopment and extension of 
the Shires Shopping Centre and inward investment within the emerging 
city areas such as Waterside and Abbey Meadows. The built fabric of the 
city centre is changing extensively. The regeneration projects provided 
an opportunity for Leicester City Council to re-evaluate the role and 
meaning of its public realm within the city centre. Burns + Nice were 
appointed by Leicester City Council to undertake the City Centre Public 
Realm Strategy, which was adopted by the Council in December 2005. 
The Strategy has established a city wide public realm Masterplan that 
will create a coherent city centre based upon urban design principles: 
special hierarchy, visual order, legibility and connectivity
 The Strategy has determined public realm improvements by 
providing a coherent design approach that has enabled the city 
centre to be appreciated as a totality by the people of Leicester, 
departments within Leicester City Council, the Leicester Regeneration 
Company and private developers. The impetus to the Strategy and 
its rapid implementation, which has a three year programme 2005-
2008, has been the redevelopment of the Shires Shopping Centre. This 
redevelopment contributed some £19m solely for improvements to the 
public realm. The rationale of the Strategy is that an attractive public 
realm encourages greater use of the city centre by pedestrians and 
this new vibrancy will sustain existing and enhance further economic 
development.

mAin ELEmEnTs of THE sTRATEGy
The realisation of the City Centre Public Strategy has over the last 
two years redefined the city’s image by capturing the intrinsic urban 
qualities that are unique to Leicester and applying a coherent design 
approach that reinforces Leicester’s urban complexity, thus creating a 
memorable city centre. The Strategy is based on the introduction of a 
spatial hierarchy that creates a legible and fully accessible city centre 
which integrates the new developments within the city’s emerging 
urban form. The Strategy is based on the following elements: 
•	 Character	Areas	were	identified	based	on	historic	development	and	
existing uses.
•	 Character	Streets	give	a	coherent	structure	and	legibility	to	the	city	
centre by knitting the character areas together and connecting into key 
public spaces.
•	 City	Spaces:	the	city	centre	has	only	two	open	spaces,	the	Town	Hall	
Square and the Cathedral (City Green). It is proposed to create a series 
of city spaces that will provide focal points within the city centre and 
further strengthen the identity of the character areas.
•	 Meeting	Places:	the	historic	focal	points	and	the	image	of	Leicester:	
the Clocktower and Market Place Approach. 
•	 Gateways:	located	at	key	junction	places	along	the	linked	street	and	
pedestrian routes to enhance the sense of arrival in the city centre. 
The gateways provide a series of special places with particular design 
guidelines, wayfinding elements and paving materials. 
•	 Thresholds:	areas	of	change	within	the	fabric	of	the	city	such	as	
crossing points and boundaries between character areas or character 
streets. They are small interventions which knit the city together.

The Leicester City Centre Public Realm Strategy
Burns + Nice describes an ambitious strategy to make Leicester’s city centre 
more legible and accessible
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Strategy, both developed by Burns+Nice, further underpin the 
intentions of the Public Realm Strategy to create a vibrant and dynamic 
public realm that is enjoyed by residents and visitors alike, that is 
celebratory of Leicester’s diversity and its success and future.
 In order for the £19m programme of work within the public realm 
to be achieved there needed to be an agreed, robust strategy in place 
that established design guidelines in terms of materials, street furniture 
and lighting which has been applied by Burns+Nice as well as other 
practices involved in the detailed design and implementation of the 
public realm projects to ensure a coherently designed city centre. The 
agreement to standards of construction and specification of materials 
benefited the programme as well as maintenance and management 
approvals.
 The philosophy of the City Centre’s Public Realm Strategy has been 
used as the basis for the public realm strategies of the new city quarters 
of Waterside, Abbey Meadows and St George’s North, thereby ensuring 
integration with as well as extension of the city centre.
 The re-defining of Leicester’s public realm has been hugely 
ambitious in terms of the scope of the work being undertaken, all 
while maintaining a working city centre. Its achievement is due to the 
extensive consultations undertaken during the development of the 
Public Realm Strategy, the determination by Leicester City Council, 
Leicester Regeneration Company, the developers of The Shires together 
with local businesses and retailers that the programme of works would 
be completed by the end of 2008 and to the application of a clear city-
wide Public Realm Strategy that has created a well connected, legible 
and pedestrian friendly environment. 

THREE DisTinCT zonEs
As series of Design Guidelines were developed based on the analysis of 
the city’s historic development twinned with its present day functions. 
Three city zones were identified: the Historic Quarter, the Retail Core 
and the Mixed Use Zone. Common to all the city zones is the historic use 
of red granite kerbs. The existing red granite kerbs are being retained 
where possible or replaced with new ones. A restrained palette of paving 
materials has been devised for each of the city zones: 
•	 Historic	Quarter:	in	response	to	the	medieval	street	pattern	of	the	
Lanes and historic significance of the quarter small unit sized dark and 
light red granite paving is used
•	 Retail	Core:	to	contrast	with	the	historic	quarter	and	to	acknowledge	
the distinct function of the retail core within the city its own paving 
vocabulary has been specified based on mid grey granite. Paving is to be 
kept simple to create a neutral setting for the adjacent buildings. City 
spaces and meeting places as urban features or embellishments have 
dark grey granite paving
•	 Mixed	Use:	pre-cast	concrete	paving	with	linked	streets	to	retail	core	
in granite
The design of the street furniture by Burns+Nice has been applied 
throughout the city centre to harmonise the new streetscape designs. 
A series of seats that are compliant with DDA and benches that are 
adaptable to the wide range of conditions and needs have been designed. 
Within Market Place Approach a sculptural seat is to be installed. 

ADDiTionAL ELEmEnTs
The development of a city-wide Wayfinding Strategy and a Lighting 

opposite page left Framework plan
Right Gallowtree Gate during the day
Above left Lighting Plan
Above Gallowtree Gate at night
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The site lies in a strategic location in East London where the Lower 
Lea Valley meets the Thames Gateway. The area has been earmarked 
by the LDA, the GLA and the ODA as part of the Legacy to be delivered 
following the London Olympic Games in 2012 for the Lower Lea Valley. 
In particular, the site forms part of the urban core at Canning Town 
which is a key focus for regeneration. 
 This unique site at the mouth of the Lea River has been formed by 
the natural flow of water creating a unique peninsula / island setting. 
It was formerly occupied by the recently demolished Pura Food Factory. 
The site is currently severed from the urban grain of the local area 
by roads, rail lines and the river. This provides a unique opportunity 
to create a new island community with a more organic urban grain 
inspired by the character of the site and surrounding landscape 
environment. 

A sUsTAinABLE miXED-UsE CommUniTy 
Through a close collaboration between the client, architect, special 
consultants, key stakeholders and the local planning authorities, a 
diverse set of complementary uses has been integrated into the plan to 
support the residential-led focus of future development. Workplaces for 
incubator businesses will be created to complement Trinity Buoy Wharf 
and add to the diversity of employment in this part of East London. 
Also supporting the mix of new homes (both private and affordable), 
cafes and restaurants, indoor and outdoor community facilities, a 
cultural arts centre and a new primary school have been grouped 
together to form a local centre of week-long activity. 

ToPoGRAPHy 
A new land form has been created for the site due to the design 
constraints of overcoming local barriers. In order to effectively connect 
the district to Canning Town, a new fixed pedestrian and cycle bridge 
is provided, spanning over the rail lines and the River Lea. To better 
facilitate connectivity and ease of mobility for all a new topography 
will be created for the site with a gradually sloping incline connecting 
people from the bridge link over the river down to existing grade. The 
new landform provides an opportunity to create a pedestrian priority 
environment with elevated viewpoints and public terraces framing 
distant views. 

URBAn foRm 
This new environment has the potential to maximise its highly visible 
location to create a new urban identity for the Leamouth area. The 
scheme provides a new urban fabric with a wide range of building types 
from 3 to 26 storeys aiming to strengthen the organic island nature of 
the site. The built form was configured to create a unique pedestrian 
experience drawing people through the site. The scale and layout of lower 
buildings reinforce a human-scale environment and frame distant views. 

The scale, orientation and layout of buildings have been established to 
maximise direct sunlight, natural light and ventilation to both internal 
building spaces and external public spaces. The negative effects of wind 
have also been mitigated via a rigorous analysis and series of tests 
which have informed building massing throughout the development of 
the project. 

Leamouth Peninsula
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, London Shape a Unique Urban Community 
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THE PUBLiC REALm AnD THE nATURAL LAnDsCAPE 
A sequence of public open spaces has been created, and as envisioned 
by Martha Schwartz Landscape Architects, each will have its own 
distinctive feel and character. As one traverses the site on foot, each 
space will lead to another and an element of surprise will be created 
as the different character of each is experienced. The spaces will cater 
to a wide range of use such as hardscape plazas, gathering places for 
cultural events and performances, quiet communal gardens for residents 
and play areas for children. 
The landscape of the River Lea corridor will be restored and pedestrian 
walks and cycle ways will extend in all directions to adjacent 
regeneration areas. The public riverfront promenade will meander 
between natural grasslands and restored ecological areas providing new 
wildlife habitat. 

ConnECTiviTy 
The core of activity in Canning Town will extend across the river with 
a new landmark pedestrian and cycle bridge link. This vital urban 
connection will provide access for the entire area to Canning Town and 
the local multi-modal station which offers strategic linkages to the 
City, Canary Wharf, Stratford city centre and the Royals. The majority 
of routes within the site are designated for pedestrians only while 
vehicular and service access is widely concealed below-grade within 
the podium structure. A continuous riverfront walk is provided along 
the perimeter of the peninsula connecting to and extending the wider 
network. 

LEssons LEARnED 
The plan for Leamouth Peninsula can be a model for others to 
follow in creating a high-density urban residential district. This 
long collaborative process reveals the following lessons which 
have proved to be helpful in developing schemes of similar use and 
density in other parts of London and beyond: 

•	 Ensuring	a	well-balanced	mix	of	uses	to	complement	the	
residential community including small shops, cafes, cultural uses 
and flexible workspace for local businesses 
•	 Providing	sufficient	and	usable	public	amenities	for	residents	
including a primary school, a community centre, formal and 
informal play areas for children of all ages 
•	 Providing	sufficient	private	amenities	for	residents	including	
large private terraces at the ground level and roof levels, and private 
balconies for the majority of units between 
•	 Ensuring	an	appropriate	level	of	Design	Guidance	and	
Parameter Plans to guide a project of such a large scale through an 
evolutionary process 
•	 Creating	a	cohesive	architectural	language	while	ensuring	
diversity by varying the material palette, balcony expression and 
envisioning a few landmark buildings which stand out.

opposite page 
Left Context plan: change in urban grain in Leamouth Peninsula
Right Complex massing closely integrated with landscape and circulation 

Left With no immediate context, the architectural treatment proposes a strongly 
striated character 

Top Aerial view of development sites on north & south of peninsula 
Above Peninsula Place, the public heart of the new development

PRoJECT fACTs (Leamouth Peninsula North Only) 
Site Area: 4.7ha 
1800 Residential Units
18,000m2 Commercial Space
10,000m2 Community Amenities
60% Public Open Space / Public Realm 
Total GEA: 180,000m2
Plot Ratio: 3.8 
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The mission of the Academy of Urbanism 
is to record and document what can be 
learned from existing places. This book 
illustrates fifteen Great Places celebrated 
in the Academy’s first Urbanism Awards. 
The various authors are keen to stress 
that this is the first attempt at this 
process of identifying what constitutes a 
great city, town, neighbourhood, street 
and place in the UK. In a series of essays, 
the book contrasts the blandness of new 
housing areas with the specialness of 
these successful places, and the role of 
control in achieving this. There are a 
series of key questions to test the places 

and unpack the ‘art of city-making’, 
and hence strengthen the Academy as a 
reflective and educative body. 
The three cities chosen are Dublin, 
Edinburgh and London; the three 
towns are Ludlow, Lincoln and St Ives, 
and this is the smallest settlement 
considered to be urban by the group. 
Alongside a mixture of figure-grounds, 
sketches by David Harrison and 
poems by Ian McMillan, the judges 
considerations are set out. The authors 
are keen to stress that this is not 
about the tourist’s perspective, but 
local life, networks, ‘community glue’ 
and authenticity. Understanding 
what makes internal character is also 
studied at the neighbourhood scale 
in Glasgow’s Merchant City, Clifton in 
Bristol, and Clerkenwell in London, 
and is very reminiscent of the Urban 
Villages movement of the early 1990s 
(with many of the same figures now in 
the Academy). The selected streets are 
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile, London’s Brick 
Lane and Marylebone High Street; the 
‘places where people want to be’ are 
Borough Market (London), Brindleyplace 
and St Stephen’s Green in Dublin. 

A key concern however is that some 
quite substantial issues are glossed over, 
particularly about control and public-
private ownership, perhaps masking a 
more general question about who this 
book would appeal to. At first glance it 
is a series of essays, but these offer a 
broad view across the particular places 
selected, without enough tangible 
information to meet the Academy’s 
own aim of providing evidence-based 
information. Neither the processes of 
change nor the resultant places are 
‘recorded and documented’ in enough 
detail to be of practical help, but it is 
clearly more than a coffee-table book. 
It would be useful to map the process 
of how and when these places have 
evolved in order to inspire others to 
see opportunities and leadership roles 
elsewhere. Perhaps the intention is to 
prompt the reader to experience the 
places first-hand. With the next issue 
to be published in winter 2008, it will 
be interesting to see whether the next 
volume’s format and purpose has become 
clearer.

Louise Thomas

LEARninG fRom PLACE 1
THE ACADEmy of URBAnism, ED BRiAn EvAns AnD fRAnK mCDonALD, RiBA PUBLisHinG, LonDon 2007, 
£19.95

ISBN 978 1 85946 282 9

The intriguing cover and title of this 
book conjures up Atlantis-like cities 
rediscovered around Britain, as long-
forgotten and mythical places. The 
reality of its subject is the places 
lost to the Luftwaffe and merciless 
post-war planners who cleared vast 
areas of the cities described in the 
book. Gavin Stamp’s intention is clear 
- to leave us cursing our forefathers’ 
lack of humanity, and to muse at the 
urbanism that it is so hard to achieve 

now. Stamp’s tour covers Birmingham, 
Bradford, Bristol, Canterbury, Coventry, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, 
Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, London, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Norwich, 
Plymouth, Portsmouth and Worcester. 
The photographs range from single 
buildings which would be today’s 
landmarks had they survived, through 
to attractive and busy streetscapes; the 
captions frequently state that ‘all of 
these buildings were later demolished’ 
due to bomb damage or to make way for 
new buildings or road schemes. 
 Stamp’s introduction recognises the 
nature of cities, as places for people, 
activity and change. His charge is that 
the changes wrought by the 20th century 
were insensitive to existing historic 
centres. He cites Grainger Town and 
Edinburgh New Town as grand schemes 
where few regard the places demolished 
to create these re-planned areas as lost, 
and where the grand plans addressed 
their contexts positively. Only with 
compulsory purchase powers being 
exercised so freely did this change, and 

he lists the bodies that pursued their 
redevelopment plans in many cities. ‘If 
we are to have any chance of living at 
peace with the motor car, we shall need 
a different sort of city’ warned Buchanan 
in 1963, but this was pursued with 
enthusiasm and new car-focussed cities 
were carved up. Stamp also blames the 
rise of the town planner for the loss of 
much of the urbanism portrayed, and 
sees the surveyor-engineer planner 
as the problem, with little interest in 
aesthetics (architects seem to fall into 
two camps). He leads the reader through 
this intensive history of demolition and 
change, and with an excellent quotation 
from Keith Waterhouse leaves us to 
judge for ourselves whether the changes 
were good, inevitable or disastrous. It is 
disappointing that he does not draw out 
the rise of urban design and traditional 
urbanism, or reflect on how future 
generations might view the work of the 
early twenty-first century and what we 
see as innovative. 

Louise Thomas

BRiTAin’s LosT CiTiEs 
GAvin sTAmP, AURUm PREss LTD, LonDon 2007, £25

ISBN 978 1 84513 264 4
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After publishing Urban Design issue 
104 on ‘Milton Keynes is 40’, this book 
was recommended as the real story 
of how the city unfolded. Created 

from interviews with twenty-two 
Milton Keynes luminaries, the book 
was commissioned and supported by 
Milton Keynes Partnership and English 
Partnerships. 
 Organised into sections on 
The Ideals, Preparing the Ground, 
Challenges, and The Team at Work, the 
book mixes photographs, sketches, 
quotes, facts and excerpts from The 
Plan for Milton Keynes (1970) into 
a busy scrapbook of memories and 
information. Less useful perhaps are 
the quotation boxes set out like poems, 
as the format implies a rhythm which 
is misleading and the longer quotes 
reveal more background. The early 
photographs are the most exciting, 
with great areas of previously ‘dull’ 
flat fields transformed into today’s 

city centre. The impact of the visiting 
experts described by Derek Walker in 
issue UD104 and his role in recruiting 
and managing designers comes across 
vividly. The buzz and enthusiasm of 
the team with this opportunity to 
design and build a new city is evident, 
along with the pressures of working in 
a constantly shifting commercial and 
political Britain. This is an intriguing 
and educational story about being a 
professional in an exciting time, making 
huge design decisions, fact finding, 
looking for supporters and watching the 
projects unfold. It captures the passion 
and shared commitment to goals of 
all involved. Are our 2012 Olympics 
designers getting that buzz today? 

Louise Thomas

THE sToRy of THE oRiGinAL CmK 
ToLD By THE PEoPLE WHo sHAPED THE iniTiAL iDEAs of CEnTRAL miLTon KEynEs 
ED mARion HiLL, LivinG ARCHivE, miLTon KEynEs 2007, £20

ISBN 978 0 90484 734 5

Landscaping is one of the key elements 
of urban design and any book that 
promises a Checklist Tool would, 
on the face of it, appear to be both 
relevant and practical. Residential 
Landscape Sustainability is divided into 
four parts covering definitions and 
context, opportunities for improving 
sustainability, creating a checklist and a 
concluding set of case studies.
 Following the Government’s 
pronouncement that new homes should 
be carbon neutral, the book is timely. 
In the first part the authors note 
that ‘…Landscape architecture has 
a fundamental relationship with the 
environment; it starts with “place” and 

each place has its own unique qualities 
and attributes’ a comment that could 
equally well apply to urban design. A 
further insight is the recognition that 
when creating landscapes, designers 
need to be aware of the expectations of 
the wider society. It is no use pursuing 
a naturalistic, wild approach when the 
users of the landscape will view this 
as untidy and unkempt. Part of the 
contextual examination is a useful review 
of existing approaches to the appraisal 
of sustainability. Not surprisingly the 
conclusion is that a new checklist is 
needed. 
 The second part explores two 
themes: the need for conservation 
of resources and the minimisation of 
waste and pollution, and the need for 
a sustainable landscape to protect and 
enhance the ecological function of the 
site. This section includes the design of 
transport routes as part of a landscape 
strategy, the means of providing shade 
and taking advantage of solar gain. 
There is a detailed examination of 
material specification both hard and 
soft. The section concludes with a 
series of helpful pointers on the ways 
designers might make the acceptance of 
sustainable planting in the residential 
setting more acceptable. 
 It is understandable that the section 

dealing with case studies focuses on two 
schemes only. Certainly the Greenwich 
Millennium village and Liverpool’s 
Childwall provide interesting examples. 
But the illustrations, particularly those of 
Childwall are few and poor. It would have 
been helpful for the authors to include a 
typical housing scheme as a contrast to 
the enlightened schemes shown.
 The book concludes with their 
checklist . This follows the established 
BREEAM approach by awarding credits 
for the provision of defined features 
in the subject scheme. These cover 
seven headings ranging from Energy 
to Materials, Pollution and Water. The 
checklist is simple and appears easy to 
use. It is however a pity that the authors 
have chosen to surround the core 
checklist with extensive guidance notes 
and references. This may well discourage 
practitioners from using an otherwise 
useful approach.
 This is a thoroughly researched 
book: some 14 pages are devoted to 
references in the first three parts. It is 
clearly important to recognise sources 
but there is a point at which their 
number can create a serious impediment 
to readability. Overall a useful, if 
expensive book.

Richard Cole

REsiDEnTiAL LAnDsCAPE sUsTAinABiLiTy: A CHECKLisT TooL
CARL smiTH, AnDy CLAyDEn, niGEL DUnnETT, BLACKWELL PUBLisHinG, £47.50

ISBN 978 1 40515 873 2
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issues should contact the UdG, 70 Cowcross 
Street, London eC1M 6eJ
Tel 020 7250 0872
email admin@udg.org.uk

PraCTiCe index

aLan BaxTer & aSSoCiaTeS
Consulting engineers,
70 Cowcross Street, London eC1M 6eJ
Tel 020 7250 1555
email abaxter@alanbaxter.co.uk
Website www.alanbaxter.co.uk
Contact alan Baxter
An engineering and urban design 
practice. Particularly concerned with 
the thoughtful integration of buildings, 
infrastructure and movement, and the 
creation of places.

aLLen Pyke aSSoCiaTeS 
The Factory 2 acre road, 
kingston-upon-Thames kT2 6eF
Tel 020 8549 3434 
email design@allenpyke.co.uk
Website www.allenpyke.co.uk  
Contact katy Taylor
Innovative, responsive, committed, 
competitive, process. Priorities: people, 
spaces, movement, culture. Places: 
regenerate, infill, extend create.

andreW MarTin aSSoCiaTeS
Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, 
essex CM3 3PJ
Tel 01245 361611
email ama@amaplanning.com
Website www.amaplanning.com
Contacts andrew Martin/ 
 Sophie o’Hara Smith
Masterplans, urban design, urban 
regeneration, historic buildings, project 
management, planning, EIA, landscape 
planning and design.

anTHony reddy aSSoCiaTeS
dartry Mills, dartry road, dublin 6
Tel 00 353 1 498 7000
email info@anthonyreddy.com
Website www.anthonyreddy.com
Contacts Tony reddy, Brian o’neill, ronan 
Smith, robert keane
Architecture, planning, urban design, 
project management. Masterplanning, 
development frameworks, urban 
regeneration, mixed-use development.

arnoLd Linden
Chartered architect, 
54 Upper Montagu Street, London W1H 1FP
Tel 020 7723 7772
Contact arnold Linden
Integrated regeneration through the 
participation in the creative process of 
the community and the public at large, 
of streets, buildings and places.

arUP SCoTLand
Scotstoun House, South Queensferry, 
edinburgh eH30 4Se
Tel 0131 331 1999
email arup.edinburgh@arup.com
Website www.arup.com
Contact david anderson
Multidisciplinary engineering practice 
in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. Transport and environmental 
planning, infrastructure planning and 
design.

aSSaeL arCHiTeCTUre LTd
Studio 13, 50 Carnwath road,  
London SW6 3FG
Tel 020 7736 7744
email maxwell@assael.co.uk
Website www.assael.co.uk
Contact russell Pedley
Architects and urban designers 
covering mixed use, hotel, leisure, and 
residential, including urban frameworks 
and masterplanning projects. 

aTkinS PLC
euston Tower, 286 euston road,
London nW1 3aT
Tel 020 7121 2000
email paul.reynolds@atkinsglobal.com
Contact Paul reynolds 
Interdisciplinary practice that offers a  
range of built environment specialists 
working together to deliver quality 
places for everybody to enjoy.

aUSTin-SMiTH:Lord LLP 
Port of Liverpool Building, 
Pier Head, Liverpool L3 1By
Tel 0151 227 1083
email andy.smith@austinsmithlord.com
Contact andy Smith
also at London, Cardiff and Glasgow
Multi-disciplinary national practice with  
a specialist urban design unit backed 
by the landscape and core architectural 
units. Wide range and scale of projects.

Baker aSSoCiaTeS
The Crescent Centre, Temple Back, 
Bristol BS1 6eZ
Tel 0117 933 8950
email all@bakerassocs.com
Contact Claire Mitcham
Site context appraisals, urban design 
and regeneration frameworks, area 
action plans, masterplanning, 
site promotion, design guides and 
statements.

Barr GaZeTaS LTd, 
eastgate House, 16-19 eastcastle Street, 
London W1W 8da 
Tel 0207 636 5581  
email info@barrgazetas.com
Website www.barrgazetas.com
Contact alistair Barr
Our masterplans have created diverse 
strategic frameworks for development 
opportunities. Our vibrant, varied spaces 
encourage all forms of interaction.

BarTon WiLLMore ParTnerSHiP
Beansheaf Farmhouse, Bourne Close, Calcot, 
reading, Berks rG31 7BW
Tel 0118 943 0000
masterplanning@bartonwillmore.co.uk
Contact Clive rand
Concept through to implementation on 
complex sites, comprehensive design 
guides, urban regeneration, brownfield 
sites, and major urban expansions.

THe BeLL CornWeLL ParTnerSHiP
oakview House, Station road, Hook, 
Hampshire rG27 9TP
Tel 01256 766673
email savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk
Website www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Contact Simon avery
Specialists in masterplanning and the 
coordination of major development 
proposals. Advisors on development plan 
representations, planning applications  
and appeals. 

BenneTT UrBan PLanninG
one america Street, London Se1 0ne
Tel 020 7208 2029
email mike.ibbott@tpbennett.co.uk
Contact Mike ibbott
Development planning, urban design, 
conservation and masterplanning – 
making places and adding value through 
creative, progressive, dynamic and joyful 
exploration.

BidWeLLS 
16 Upper king Street, norwich nr3 1Ha 
Tel 01603 763 939 
landscapearchitecture@bidwells.co.uk
Website www.bidwells.co.uk
Contact Luke Broom-Lynne 
Planning, Landscape and Urban 
Design consultancy, specialising in 
Masterplanning, Townscape Assessment, 
Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment.

BLaMPied & ParTnerS LTd
areen House 282 king Street, 
London W6 0SJ
Tel 020 8563 9175 
email yvette.newton@blampied.co.uk
Website www.blampied.co.uk
Contact Clive naylor
Architectural masterplanning, urban 
design, tourism, education, commercial 
expertise in the United Kingdom and 
overseas.

Bree day ParTnerSHiP
The old Chapel
1 Holly road, Twickenham TW1 4ea
Tel 020 8744 4440
email tim@architech.co.uk
Website www.architech.co.uk
Contact Tim day
Eco-urbanism guides the partnership’s 
core disciplines of architecture, urban 
design and community planning.

BroadWay MaLyan arCHiTeCTS
3 Weybridge Business Park, Weybridge, 
Surrey kT15 2BW
Tel 01932 845599
email d.moore@broadwaymalyan.com
Website www.broadwaymalyan.com
Contact david Moore
A multi-disciplinary practice providing 
planning, architecture, landscape 
architecture, interior design and 
sustainable energy efficient design. 

BroCk CarMiCHaeL arCHiTeCTS
19 old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
Tel 0151 242 6222
email office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Contact Michael Cosser
Masterplans and development briefs. 
Mixed-use and brownfield regeneration 
projects. Design in historic and sensitive 
settings. Integrated landscape design.

ConTriBUTorS

John Billingham, architect and 
planner, formerly Director of Design 
and Development at Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation

alex Cochrane is a principal 
designer with Atkins Global, and a 
part time lecturer in urban design 
and masterplanning

richard Cole architect and planner, 
formerly Director of Planning and 
Architecture of the Commission for 
New Towns

Joe Holyoak, architect and urban 
designer, Course director in urban 
design at University of Central 
England

Tony Lloyd Jones, architect, 
planner and urban designer. 
Principal lecturer at the University 
of Westminster

Mahmud Manning is a full-time 
student on the MA Urban Design 
course at Birmingham City 
University

alan Stones architect-planner, 
urban design consultant and former 
Head of Design at Essex County 
Council

Louise Thomas, independent 
urban designer
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xBroWne SMiTH & Baker 
arCHiTeCTS
Morton House Morton road, darlington 
dL1 4PT
Tel 01325 462345
email info-d@brownesmithbaker.com
Website www.brownesmithbaker.com
Contact d d Brown
Urban design, masterplanning and 
digital visualisation services. Clients 
include One Northeast, Taylor Woodrow, 
Lovell, and District of Easington.

BUiLdinG deSiGn ParTnerSHiP
16 Brewhouse yard, Clerkenwell, London 
eC1V 4LJ
Tel 020 7812 8000
email aj-tindsley@bdp.co.uk
Website  www.bdp.co.uk
Contact  andrew Tindsley
BDP offers town planning, 
masterplanning, urban design, 
landscape, regeneration and 
sustainability studies, and has teams 
based in London, Manchester and 
Belfast.

BUrke-kennedy doyLe arCHiTeCTS
6-7 Harcourt Terrace, dublin 2
ireland 
Tel 00 353 1 6182400
email architecture@bkd.ie
Website www.bkd.ie 
Contact Tom Coughlan/Martin Jones/ 
 noel kidney
Multidisciplinary practice providing 
urban design, architecture, and 
sustainable energy efficient design for 
the market driven commercial sector and 
public bodies.

BUrnS + niCe
70 Cowcross Street, London eC1M 6eJ
Tel 020 7253 0808
email bn@burnsnice.com
Website www.burnsnice.com
Contacts Marie Burns/ Stephen nice
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
environmental and transport planning. 
Masterplanning, design and public 
consultation for community-led work.

BUrreLL FoLey FiSCHer
york Central, 70-78 york Way, 
London n1 9aG
Tel 020 7713 5333
email mail@bff-architects.co.uk
Website www.bff-architects.co.uk
Contact John Burrell
Urban regeneration and arts and cultural 
buildings. New settlements. New 
design in historic contexts. Waterfront 
buildings and strategies.

CarViLL GroUP LTd
75 Vico House, derriaghy industrial estate
dunmurry, Belfast BT17 9HU
Tel 02890 615 624
email postmaster@carvill-group.com
Website www.carvill-group.com
Contact Christopher Carvill

Cdn PLanninG LTd
77 Herbert Street, Pontardawe, Swansea 
Sa8 4ed
Tel 01792 830238
email cdnplanning@btopenworld.com
Website www.cdnplanning.com
Contact kedrick davies
Urban design, planning and 
development. Integration of land-
use planning and urban design. 
Collaborative and community working to 
enhance the environment. 

CHaPMan TayLor
96 kensington High St, London W8 4SG
Tel 020 7371 3000
email ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
Website www.chapmantaylor.com
Contacts adrian Griffiths/ Paul Truman
Chapman Taylor is an international 
firm of architects and urban designers 
specialising in mixed-use city centre 
regeneration projects throughout 
Europe.

CHarTer ConSULTanTS arCHiTeCTS
architecture and Urban design
2 St Stephen’s Court, 15-17 St Stephen 
road, Bournemouth, dorset BH2 6La
Tel  01202 554625
bournemouth@charter-architects.com
Contact  Martin dobbs
Leisure, mixed use, residential, 
commercial, retail, education, health 
and government facilities. Based in 
Bedford, Bournemouth, London and 
Ipswich.

CGL
Studio 1, 155 Commercial Street,  
London e1 6BJ
Tel 020 7539 1200
email hq@cgluk.com
Website www.cgluk.com
Contact Mike Lewis
Architects and masterplanners 
specialising in the creation of attractive, 
sustainable and inclusive urban 
environments in areas requiring renewal 
and regeneration. 

CHriS BLandFord aSSoCiaTeS
1 Swan Court, 9 Tanner Street,  
London Se1 3Le
Tel 020 7089 6480
email mmartin@cba.uk.net
Website www.cba.uk.net
Contacts Chris Blandford/Mike Martin
also at Uckfield
Landscape architecture, environmental 
assessment, ecology, urban renewal, 
development economics, town planning, 
historic landscapes and conservation.

CiTy deSiGn Co-oP LTd
4 north Court, Glasgow, G1 2dP
Tel 0141 204 3466Fax 
0141 221 7746
email mail@citydesign.coop
Website www.citydesign.coop
Contact Beatriz Bauer
City Design has developed a reputation 
for thoughtful and creative site 
responsive projects across a range of 
scales.

CiTy id 
23 Trenchard Street
Bristol BS1 5an
Tel 0117 917 7000
email mike.rawlinson@cityid.co.uk
Website cityid.co.uk
Contact Mike rawlinson
Place branding and marketing vision 
masterplanning, urban design, public 
realm strategies, way finding and 
legibility strategies, information design 
and graphics.

CLarke kLein & CHaUdHUri 
arCHiTeCTS
63-71 Collier Street, London n1 9Be
Tel 020 7278 0722
email info@ckcarchitects.com
Contact Wendy Clarke
Small design-led practice focusing on 
custom solutions for architectural, 
planning or urban design projects. 
Exploring the potential for innovative 
urban design.

CLUTTonS LLP
Portman House, 2 Portman Street, London 
W1H 6dU
Tel 020 7408 1010 
email federica.ambrosini@cluttons.com
Website www.cluttons.com
Contact Federica ambrosini
Integrated approach comprising market 
advice, planning and design feasibility 
studies, development and design briefs, 
design statements, site layouts.

CoLin BUCHanan & ParTnerS
newcombe House, 45 notting Hill Gate, 
London W11 3PB
Tel 020 7309 7000
email cbp@cbuchanan.co.uk
Contact Martina Juvara
Planning, regeneration, urban design, 
transport and traffic management 
and market research. Area based 
regeneration, town centres and public 
realm design.

CoLoUr UrBan deSiGn LiMiTed
Milburn House, dean Street, 
newcastle upon Tyne ne1 1Le
Tel 0191 242 4224
email  colour@colour-udl.com
Website www.colour-udl.com
Contact  Peter owens
Design oriented projects with 
full client participation. Public 
spaces, regeneration, development, 
masterplanning, residential, education 
and healthcare.

Conroy CroWe keLLy arCHiTeCTS
65 Merrion Square, dublin 2, ireland
Tel 00 353 1 661 3990
email info@cck.ie
Website www.cck.ie
Contacts Clare Burke and david Wright
Architecture, urban design, 
masterplanning, village studies. Mixed 
use residential developments with a 
strong identity and sense of place.

ConSerVaTion arCHiTeCTUre & 
PLanninG
Wey House, Standford Lane, Headley, 
Hants GU35 8rH
Tel 01420 472830
email cap@capstudios.co.uk
Website www.capstudios.co.uk
Contact Jack Warshaw
Historic cities,towns, sites, buildings, 
conservation areas, regeneration, 
studies, new buildings, guidance, 
masterplanning, expert witness services.

CooPer CroMar
newton House, 457 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow G2 3LG
Tel 0141 332 2570 
email info@coopercromar.com
Website www.coopercromar.com
Contact alan Stark
Architecture and urban design for inner 
city commercial, residential and offices. 
Masterplanning and feasibility studies 
for business and industrial parks.

CUnnane STraTTon reynoLdS
3 Molesworth Place, dublin 2
Tel 00 353 1 661 0419
email info@csrlandplan.ie
Website www.csrlandplan.ie
Contact declan o’Leary
Landscape design and town planning, 
from project appraisal to strategy in a 
range from masterplans to framework 
plans and detailed design.

daLTon CraWLey ParTnerSHiP
29 Carlton Crescent,  
Southampton So15 2eW 
Tel 02380 719400 
email info@daltoncrawley.com
Website www.daltoncrawley.com
Contact Steve dalton
Urban design and masterplanning of 
commercial developments, medium to 
large scale residential and mixed-use 
schemes.

daVid HUSkiSSon aSSoCiaTeS
17 Upper Grosvenor road, Tunbridge Wells, 
kent Tn1 2dU
Tel 01892 527828
email dha@dha-landscape.co.uk
Contact nicola Brown
Landscape consultancy offering 
masterplanning, streetscape and 
urban park design, estate restoration, 
environmental impact assessments.

daVid LoCk aSSoCiaTeS LTd
50 north Thirteenth Street, Central Milton 
keynes, Milton keynes Mk9 3BP
Tel 01908 666276
email mail@davidlock.com
Website www.davidlock.com
Contact Will Cousins
Strategic planning studies, 
area development frameworks, 
development briefs, design guidelines, 
masterplanning, implementation 
strategies, environmental statements.

deGW PLC arCHiTeCTS & 
ConSULTanTS
The Merchant Centre, 1 new Street Centre, 
London eC4a 3BF
Tel 020 7239 7777
email lnicolaou@degw.co.uk
Website www.degw.co.uk
Contact Lora nicolaou
Development planning and briefing. 
Masterplanning and urban design. 
Strategic briefing and space planning. 
Architecture and interiors.

deSiGnS For LiGHTinG
17 City Business Centre, Hyde Street 
Winchester So23 7Ta
Tel 01962 855080 
email alan@designsforlighting.co.uk
Website www.designsforlighting.co.uk 
Contact alan Tulla
Exterior lighting in urban regeneration. 
Public realm artworks, visual impact 
assessments and night enhancement 
through lighting.

deVereUx arCHiTeCTS LTd
200 Upper richmond road,  
London SW15 2SH
Tel 020 8780 1800
email  d.ecob@devereux.co.uk
Website www.devereux.co.uk
Contact duncan ecob 
Adding value through innovative, 
ambitious solutions in complex urban 
environments.

dHa PLanninG
eclipse House, eclipse Park, Sittingbourne 
road, Maidstone, kent Me14 3en
Tel 01622 776226
email info@dhaplanning.co.uk
Website dhaplanning.co.uk
Contact Matthew Woodhead
Planning and Urban Design Consultancy 
offering a full range of Urban Design 
services including masterplanning, 
development briefs & design statements. 
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Gloucester House, 29 Brunswick Square
Gloucester GL1 1Un
Tel 01452 413726
email bd@dnaconsultancy.co.uk
Website www.dnawalkerstuart.co.uk
Contact Mark newey
Urban design practice providing a 
responsive and professional service 
by experienced urban designers from 
both landscape and architectural 
backgrounds.

dPdS ConSULTinG GroUP
old Bank House, 5 devizes road, old Town, 
Swindon, Wilts Sn1 4BJ
Tel 01793 610222
email dpds.swindon@dpds.co.uk
Website www.dpds.co.uk
Contact Les durrant
Town planning, architecture, landscape 
architecture and urban design: 
innovative solutions in masterplanning, 
design guidance and development 
frameworks.

dUaLCHaS BUiLdinG deSiGn
duisdale Beag, Sleat, isle of Skye iV43 8QU
Tel 01471 833300
email info@dualchas.com
Website www.dualchas.com
Contact Lara Hinde

edaW PLC
The Johnson Building, 77 Hatton Garden
London eC1n 8JS
Tel 020 3009 2100
email edaweurope@edaw.co.uk
Contacts Bill Hanway and Jason Prior
ManCHeSTer
express networks Phase 2, 3 George Leigh 
Street, Manchester M4 5dL
Tel 0161 200 1860
edinBUrGH
5 Coates Crescent, edinburgh eH3 7aL
Tel 0131 226 3939
Urban design, planning, landscape 
architecture and economic development 
services. Particular expertise in market-
driven development frameworks.

enGLiSH ParTnerSHiPS
Urban design Team, national Consultancy 
Unit, Central Business exchange,  
414-428 Midsummer Boulevard,  
Milton keynes Mk9 ea
Tel 01908 692692
louisewyman@englishpartnerships.co.uk
Contact Louise Wyman

enTeC Uk LTd
Gables House kenilworth road, Leamington 
Spa, Warwicks CV32 6Jx
Tel 01926 439 000
email brann@entecuk.co.uk
Website www.entecuk.co.uk
Contact nick Brant
Masterplanning, urban design, 
development planning and landscape 
within broad based multidisciplinary 
environmental and engineering 
consultancy. 

FaBrik
38 a High Street, alton,  
Hampshire GU34 1Bd
Tel 01420 593250
Contact Johnny rath

FaULknerBroWnS
dobson House, northumbrian Way, 
newcastle upon Tyne ne12 0QW
Tel 0191 268 3007
email info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
Contact neil Taylor
Architectural design services 
from inception to completion. 
Expertise in transport, urban design, 
masterplanning, commercial and leisure 
projects. 

FaULkS Perry CULLey and reCH
Lockington Hall, Lockington,  
derby de74 2rH
Tel 01509 672772
email tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
Website www.fpcr.co.uk
Contact Tim Jackson 
Integrated design and environmental 
practice. Specialists in masterplanning, 
urban and mixed use regeneration, 
development frameworks, EIAs and 
public inquiries. 

FLeTCHer PrieST arCHiTeCTS
Middlesex House, 34/42 Cleveland Street,
London W1T 4Je 
Tel 020 7034 2200 
Fax 020 7637 5347 
email london@fletcherpriest.com
Website www.fletcherpreist.com
Contact Jonathan kendall
Work ranges from city-scale masterplans 
(Stratford City, Riga) to architectural 
commissions for high-profile 
professional clients.

ForMaTion arCHiTeCTS
The royle Studios, 41 Wenlock road
London n1 7SG
Tel 020 7251 0781
email  info@formationarchitects.co.uk
Contact John Moore
Website www.formationarchitects.co.uk
Masterplanning, urban design and full 
architectural services. Expertise in
housing, office, hotels/leisure, mixed-
use and heritage. Projects in the UK and 
Romania.

FraMeWork arCHiTeCTUre and 
UrBan deSiGn
3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane, Burton 
Waters, Lincoln Ln1 2Wn
Tel 01522 535383
email info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
Contact Gregg Wilson
Architecture and urban design. A 
commitment to the broader built 
environment and the particular dynamic 
of a place and the design opportunities 
presented.

GarSdaLe deSiGn LiMiTed
High Branthwaites, Frostrow, Sedbergh
Cumbria, La10 5Jr
Tel 015396 20875
email info@garsdaledesign.co.uk
Website www.garsdaledesign.co.uk
Contact derrick Hartley
GDL provides masterplanning and 
urban design, architecture and heritage 
services developed through 25 years 
wide ranging experience in the UK and 
Middle East. 

GiLLeSPieS
environment by design
GLaSGoW
21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP
Tel 0141 420 8200
email admin.glasgow@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Brian M evans
ManCHeSTer
Tel 0161 928 7715
email jim.gibson@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Jim Gibson
oxFord
Tel 01865 326789
email admin.oxford@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Paul F Taylor
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
architecture, planning, environmental 
assessment, planning supervisors and 
project management.

GL Hearn PLanninG
20 Soho Square, London W1d 3QW
Tel 020 7851 4900
email david_brown@glhearn.com
Contact david Brown
Masterplans and development briefs 
for new communities and brownfield 
sites; urban design framework studies. 
Specialists in retail and economic 
regeneration.

G.M.k aSSoCiaTeS
1st Floor Cleary Court, 169 Church Street 
east, Woking, Surrey GU21 6HJ
Tel 01483 729378
email info@gmk.datanet.co.uk
Contact George Mckinnia

GMW arCHiTeCTS
Po Box 1613, 239 kensington High Street, 
London W8 6SL
Tel 020 7937 8020
email info@gmwp.co.uk
Website www.gmw-architects.com
Contact Terry Brown
Urban planning and regeneration 
strategies. Formulation of development 
and design briefs including packaging to 
suit appropriate funding strategies. 

GoLdCreST HoMeS PLC
3 Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan road 
London SW6 3dU
Tel  020 77317111
email  adams@goldcresthomes.co.uk
Contact  alan roake

GVa GriMLey LTd
10 Stratton Street, London W1J 8Jr
Tel 020 7911 2234
email christopher.hall@gvagrimley.co.uk
Contact Christopher Hall
also at Birmingham and Manchester
Planning, development and urban 
regeneration providing deliverable 
quality
design solutions from the strategic 
regional scale to site specific.

HaLCroW GroUP LTd
44 Brook Green, Hammersmith, London 
W6 7By
Tel 020 7602 7282
email catchpoletm@halcrow.com
Website www.halcrow.com
Contact Tim Catchpole/Peter Goggs
Award winning consultancy, integrating 
planning, transport and environment. 
Full development cycle covering 
feasibility, concept, design and 
implementation.

HankinSon dUCkeTT aSSoCiaTeS
The Stables, Howberry Park, Benson Lane, 
Wallingford ox10 8Ba
Tel 01491 838 175
email consult@hda-enviro.co.uk
Contacts  ian Hankinson/ Moira Hankinson/

Brian duckett
An approach which adds value through 
innovative solutions. Development 
planning, new settlements, 
environmental assessment, re-use of 
redundant buildings.

Hok inTernaTionaL LTd
216 oxford Street, London W1C 1dB
Tel 020 7636 2006
email tim.gale@hok.com
Contact Tim Gale
HOK delivers design of the highest 
quality. It is one of Europe’s leading 
architectural practices, offering 
experienced people in a diverse range of 
building types, skills and markets.

HoLMeS ParTnerSHiP
89 Minerva Street, Glasgow G3 8Le
Tel 0141 204 2080
email glasgow@holmespartnership.com
Contact Harry Phillips
Urban design, planning, renewal, 
development and feasibility studies. 
Sustainability and energy efficiency.  
Commercial,residential,leisure. 

HTa arCHiTeCTS LTd.
106-110 kentish Town road,  
London nW1 9Px 
Tel 020 7485 8555 
email urbandesign@hta.co.uk
Contact James Lord/Sally Lewis
Website www.hta-arch.co.uk
Design-led housing and regeneration 
consultancy offering inter-disciplinary 
services including architecture, 
masterplanning, urban design, graphic 
design, landscape design, sustainability 
and planning.

HULMe UPriGHT ManninG
Highpoint, Festival Park, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire ST1 5SH 
Tel 01782 208600 
Fax 01782 206080 
email dryden.lewis@hum-arch.ac.uk
Website www.hulmeupright.co.uk
Contact dryden Mcnair-Lewis
Urban design, architecture and 
landscape, designed to enhance those 
characteristics which are valuable about 
a place.

HyLand edGar driVer
one Wessex Way, Colden Common, 
Winchester, Hants So21 1WG
Tel 01962 711 600
email hed@heduk.com
Website www.heduk.com
Contact John Hyland
Innovative problem solving, driven 
by cost efficiency and sustainability, 
combined with imagination and 
coherent aesthetic of the highest 
quality.

indiGo PLanninG LTd
Swan Court, Worple road, London SW19 4JS
Tel 020 8605 9400
email  info@indigoplanning.com
Website  www.indigoplanning.com
Contact andy king
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xinTeLLiGenT SPaCe
atkins, euston Tower, 286 euston road 
London nW1 3aT
Tel 020 7121 2558
intelligentspace@atkinsglobal.com
Website www.intelligentspace.com
Contact elspeth duxbury
Planning analysis and support, 
pedestrian modelling, GIS and 
specialists in retail and urban 
masterplanning.

JaCoBS 
Tower Bridge Court, 224-226 Tower Bridge 
road, London Se1 2UP
Tel 020 7403 3330
email craig.kiner@jacobs.com
Website www.jacobsbabtie.com
Contacts Craig kiner
Multidisciplinary urban design, 
masterplanning and architecture as part 
of the integrated services of a national 
consultancy.

JMP ConSULTinG 
audrey House, 16-20 ely Place, London 
eC1n 6Sn 
Tel 020 7618 4149 
email paul.smith@jmp.co.uk
Contact Paul Smith
Integrating transport, planning and 
engineering, development planning, 
urban design, environmental 
assessment, water & drainage 
throughout the U.K.

JoHn McaSLan & ParTnerS
49 Princes Place, London W11 4Qa
Tel 020 7727 2663
email mailbox@mcaslan.co.uk
Website www.mcaslan.co.uk
Architectural practice with experience in 
delivering outstanding design for urban 
infrastructure, residential, commercial 
and mixed-use, historic, education, arts 
and interiors.

JoHn roSe aSSoCiaTeS
Berkeley Court, Borough road
newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 1TT
Tel 01782 382275
email admin@johnroseassociates.co.uk
Website www.johnroseassociates.co.uk
Contact John rose
Analyses problems, prepares briefs and 
creates bespoke design solutions, which 
maximise development opportunities, 
and formulates sustainable strategies.

JoHn THoMPSon and ParTnerS
Wren House, 43 Hatton Gardens,  
London eC1n 6eL
Tel 020 7405 1211
email jtplon@jtp.co.uk
Contact John Thompson
additional office address
CBC House, 24 Canning Street
edinburgh eH3 8eG
Tel 0131 272 2762
email as@jtp.co.uk
Contact alan Stewart
Addressing the problems of physical, 
social and economic regeneration 
through collaborative interdisciplinary 
community based planning.

Jon roWLand UrBan deSiGn
65 Hurst rise road, oxford ox2 9He
Tel 01865 863642
email jonrowland@jrud.co.uk
Website www.jrud.co.uk
Contact Jon rowland
Urban design, urban regeneration, 
development frameworks, site 
appraisals, town centre studies, design 
guidance, public participation and 
masterplanning.

keiTH SiMPSon & aSSoCiaTeS Co 
LTd 
145 Lakeview drive, airside Business Park 
Swords, Co dublin 
Tel 00 353 1 890 4085
email ksa@ksa.ie
Website www.ksa.ie
Contact Geraldine rice 
Multi-disciplinary practice specialising 
in planning, masterplanning, urban 
design, architecture, landscape design, 
conservation and project management. 

keMBer LoUdon WiLLiaMS LTd
ridgers Barn, Bunny Lane, eridge, 
near Tunbridge Wells, kent Tn3 9Ha
Tel 01892 750018
email juliet.billingham@klw.co.uk
Website www.klw.co.uk
Contact Juliet Billingham

kePPie deSiGn
160 West regent Street, Glasgow G2 4rL
Tel 0141 225 0269
email smcintosh@keppiedesign.co.uk
Contact Suzanne Mcintosh
Website www.keppiedesign.co.uk
Multi-disciplinary architecture, 
planning, urban design, regeneration 
and landscape Practice. Offices in 
Edinburgh, Belfast, Manchester, Perth, 
Inverness.

THe LandSCaPe ParTnerSHiP 
Tunnel Wharf, 121 rotherhithe Street
London, Se16 4nF
Tel 020 7252 0002
email tlp@london.tlp.uk.com
Website www.thelandscapepartnership.com
Contact Joanna ede
Four offices undertaking urban design, 
landscape design and environmental 
planning with creative approach to 
projects and emphasis on place-making.

LandSCaPe ProJeCTS
31 Blackfriars road, Salford,  
Manchester M3 7aQ
Tel 0161 839 8336
email post@landscapeprojects.co.uk
Contact neil Swanson
We work at the boundary between 
architecture, urban and landscape 
design seeking innovative, sensitive 
design and creative thinking.

Land USe ConSULTanTS
43 Chalton Street, London nW1 1Jd
Tel 020 7383 5784
email luc@london.landuse.co.uk
Website www.landuse.co.uk
Contact John Grantham
Urban regeneration, landscape 
design, masterplanning, sustainable 
development, land use planning, 
EIA, SEA in UK and overseas. London, 
Glasgow and Bristol.

LaTHaMS
St Michael’s, Queen Street, derby de1 3SU
Tel 01332 365777
email enquiries@lathamarchitects.co.uk
Contact derek Latham/ Jon Phipps
Urban regeneration. The creative 
reuse of land and buildings. Planning, 
landscape and architectural expertise 
combining the new with the old.

Lda deSiGn
14-17 Wells Mews, London W1T 3HF
Tel 020 7467 1470
email info@lda-design.co.uk
Contact John Phillipps 
Multidisciplinary firm covering all 
aspects of masterplanning, urban 
regeneration, public realm design, 
environmental impact and community 
involvement.

LeViTT BernSTein aSSoCiaTeS LTd
1 kingsland Passage, London e8 2BB
Tel 020 7275 7676
email post@levittbernstein.co.uk
Website www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Contact Patrick Hammill
Urban design, masterplanning, full 
architectural service, lottery grant bid 
advice, interior design, urban renewal 
consultancy and landscape design.

LHC UrBan deSiGn
design Studio, emperor Way, exeter 
Business Park, exeter, devon ex1 3QS
Tel 01392 444334
email jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
Contact John Baulch
Urban designers, architects and 
landscape architects, providing an 
integrated approach to strategic 
visioning, regeneration, urban renewal, 
masterplanning and public realm 
projects. Creative, knowledgeable, 
practical, passionate.

LiVinGSTon eyre aSSoCiaTeS
35-42 Charlotte road, London eC2a 3PG
Tel 020 7739 1445
Fax 020 7729 2986
email lea@livingstoneyre.co.uk
Contact Laura Stone
Landscape architecture, urban design, 
public housing, health, education, 
heritage, sports.

LiZ Lake aSSoCiaTeS
William robinson Buildings, Woodfield 
Terrace, Stansted Mountfitchet,  
essex CM24 8aJ
Tel 01279 647044
email office@lizlake.com
Website www.lizlake.com
Contact Matt Lee
Urban fringe/brownfield sites where 
an holistic approach to urban design, 
landscape, and ecological issues can 
provide robust design solutions.

LLeWeLyn daVieS yeanG
Brook House, 2 Torrington Place,  
London WC1e 7Hn
Tel 020 7637 8740
email r.Powell@ldavies.com
Contact robert Powell 
Signature deep green architecture, 
urban design, eco-masterplanning, 
urban regeneration and conservation 
studies.

LoCi
4 Lower ormond Quay, dublin 1
Tel 00 353 1887 4448
email info@loci.ie
Website www.loci.ie
Contact Conor norton
Urban design, architecture and planning 
consultancy dedicated to working for 
better places: places with a real sense of 
identity, a better quality of life.

LoVeJoy
Level Seven, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, London 
SW1W 0aU
Tel  020 7901 9911
email enquiries@lovejoylondon.uk.com
Website www.lovejoy.uk.com
Contacts david Blackwood Murray/  
 Martin kelly
also at Birmingham 0121 329 7976
Land planners specialising in 
environmental planning, urban design 
and landscape architecture in the UK 
and overseas.

LSi arCHiTeCTS LLP
The old drill Hall, 23 a Cattle Market Street, 
norwich nr1 3dy
Tel  01603 660711
david.thompson@lsiarchitects.co.uk
Contact  david Thompson
Large scale masterplanning and 
visualisation in sectors such as health, 
education and business, and new 
sustainable settlements.

LyonS + SLeeMan + Hoare
nero Brewery, Cricket Green, Hartley 
Wintney, Hook, Hampshire rG27 8Qa
Tel 01252 844144
email andrewaldridge@lsharch.co.uk
Contact andrew aldridge
Architecture, planning, masterplanning, 
urban design - a broad spectrum of work 
- particularly design of buildings and 
spaces in urban and historic contexts.

MaCCorMaC JaMieSon PriCHard
9 Heneage Street, London e1 5LJ
Tel 020 7377 9262
email mjp@mjparchitects.co.uk
Website www.mjparchitects.co.uk
Contact Liz Pride
Major masterplans to small, bespoke 
buildings. Acclaimed contemporary 
buildings designed for historic centres 
of London, Cambridge, Oxford, Bristol 
and Durham. 

MaCGreGor SMiTH LTd
Christopher Hse, 11-12 High St,  
Bath Ba1 5aQ
Tel 01225 464690
email michael@macgregorsmith.co.uk
Website www.macgregorsmith.co.uk
Contact Michael Smith
A broad based landscape/urban design 
practice with particular emphasis 
on high quality prestige landscape 
schemes.

MaTrix ParTnerSHiP
40-42 Scrutton Street, London eC2a 4PP
Tel 020 7655 4540
email m.lally@matrixpartnership.co.uk
Contact Matt Lally
Website www.matrixpartnership.co.uk
Masterplans, regeneration strategies, 
development briefs, site appraisals, 
urban capacity studies, design 
guides, building codes and concept 
visualisations.

Max FordHaM LLP
The rotunda, 42-43 Gloucester Crescent
London nW1 7Pe
also in Cambridge, edinburgh, Milan
Tel 020 7267 5161
email a.ritchie@maxfordham.com;   
 lighting@maxfordham.com
Contact adam ritchie 
 Theo Paradise-Hirst (lighting)
Website www.maxfordham.com
Award-winning multi-disciplinary 
office specialising in sustainable urban 
design, site masterplanning, renewable 
energy and lighting design strategies.

MeLViLLe dUnBar aSSoCiaTeS
The Mill House, kings acre, Coggeshall,  
essex Co6 1nn
Tel 01376 562828
email cad@mda-arch.demon.co.uk
Contact Melville dunbar
Architecture, urban design, planning, 
masterplanning, new towns, urban 
regeneration, conservation studies, 
design guides, townscape studies, 
design briefs.
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x MeTroPoLiTan WorkSHoP
14-16 Cowcross Street, Farringdon,  
London eC1M 6dG
Te 020 7566 0450
email info@metwork.co.uk
Website www.metwork.co.uk
Contacts david Prichard/ neil deely
Metropolitan Workshop has experience 
in urban design, land use planning, 
regeneration and architecture in the UK, 
Eire and Norway. 

MeTroPoLiS PLanninG and deSiGn
30 Underwood Street, London n1 7JQ 
Tel 020 7324 2662  
email info@metropolispd.com
Website www.metropolispd.com
Contact Greg Cooper
Metropolitan urban design solutions 
drawn from a multi-disciplinary studio 
of urban designers, architects, planners, 
and heritage architects. 

MoUCHeL 
209 - 215 Blackfriars road, London Se1 8nL
Tel 020 7803 2600
david.orr@mouchelparkman.org.uk
Contact david orr 
Integrated urban design, transport and 
engineering consultancy, changing the 
urban landscape in a positive manner, 
creating places for sustainable living.

MUrray o’Laoire arCHiTeCTS
Fumbally Court, Fumbally Lane, dublin 8
Tel 00 353 1 453 7300
email mail@dublin.murrayolaoire.com
Website www.murrayolaoire.com 
Contact Sean o’Laoire
TRANSFORM is Murray O’Laoire 
Architects’ urban design and planning 
unit synthesising planning, urban 
design, architecture to produce 
innovative solutions.

MWa ParTnerSHiP LTd
Parkway Studios, Belmont Business Park,
232-240 Belmont road, Belfast BT4 2aW
Tel 028 9076 8827
email post@mwapartnership.co.uk
Contact John eggleston
The planning and design of 
the external environment from 
feasibility stage through to detail 
design, implementation and future 
management.

naTHanieL LiCHFieLd & ParTnerS 
LTd
14 regent’s Wharf, all Saints Street,  
London n1 9rL
Tel 020 7837 4477
email nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
Website www.nlpplanning.com
also at newcastle upon Tyne and Cardiff
Contact nick Thompson
Urban design, masterplanning, 
heritage/conservation, visual appraisal, 
regeneration, daylight/sunlight 
assessments, public realm strategies.

naTionaL BUiLdinG aGenCy 
Hatherton, richard avenue South, 
Milltown dublin 6
Tel 00 353 1497 9654
email eryan@nba.ie 
Website www.nba.ie
Contact eoghan ryan  
Strategic planning, town centre 
regeneration, urban design frameworks, 
masterplanning urban extensions, 
village planning, design guidance and 
design briefs. 

nBBJ
The Clove Building, 4-6 Maguire Street
Butler’s Wharf, London Se1 2nQ
Tel 020 7939 3700
email mailto:london_office@nbbj.com

neW MaSTerPLanninG LiMiTed
2nd Floor, 107 Bournemouth road, 
Poole, dorset BH14 9Hr
Tel 01202 742228
email office@newmasterplanning.com
Website www.newmasterplanning.com
Contact andy Ward
Our skills combine strategic planning 
with detailed implementation, design 
flair with economic rigour, independent 
thinking with a partnership approach.

niCHoLaS PearSon aSSoCiaTeS
30 Brock Street, Bath Ba1 2Ln
Tel 01225 445548 
Fax 01225 312387 
email info@npaconsult.co.uk

nJBa arCHiTeCTS & UrBan 
deSiGnerS
4 Molesworth Place, dublin 2
Tel 00 353 1 678 8068
email njbarchitects@eircom.net
Website homepage.eircom.net/~njbrady1
Contact noel J Brady
Integrated landscapes, urban design, 
town centres and squares, strategic 
design and planning.

noVeLL TULLeTT
7 Unity Street, Bristol BS1 5HH
Tel 0117 922 7887
Contact Maddy Hine
Urban design, landscape architecture 
and environmental planning.

PaUL daViS & ParTnerS
Mozart Terrace, 178 ebury Street
London, SW1W 8UP
Tel 020 7730 1178
email p.roos@pauldavisandpartners.com
Website www.pauldavisandpartners.com
Contact Pedro roos
New Urbanist approach establishing a 
capital framework with a subsequent 
incremental approach. Bridging the 
divide between urban design and 
architecture. 

Pd Lane arCHiTeCTS 
1 Church road, Greystones,  
County Wicklow, ireland 
Tel 00 353 1287 6697
email dlane@pdlane.ie
Contact Malcolm Lane
Urban design, architecture and 
planning consultancy, specialising 
in masterplanning, development 
frameworks, site layouts, applications, 
appeals, project co-ordination.

PeGaSUS
6-20 Spitalgate Lane, Cirencester, GL7 2de
Tel 0128 564 1717
email mike.carr@ppg-llp.co.uk
Website www.ppg-llp.co.uk
Contact Mike Carr
Masterplanning, design codes, 
sustainable design, development 
briefs, development frameworks, expert 
witness, community involvement, 
sustainability appraisal. 

PHiLiP CaVe aSSoCiaTeS
70 Cowcross Street, London eC1M 6eJ
Tel 020 7250 0077
email principal@philipcave.com
Website www.philipcave.com
Contact Philip Cave
Design-led practice with innovative yet 
practical solutions to environmental 
opportunities in urban regeneration. 
Specialist expertise in landscape 
architecture.

PLaniT edC LTd
david House, Cecil road, Hale Wa15 9Pa
Tel  0161 928 9281
email  mail@planitedC.com
Contact  Peter Swift

Pod 
99 Galgate,Barnard Castle,
Co durham dL12 8eS
Tel 0845 003 7755
email info@pod.gb.com
Website www.pod.gb.com 
Contact andy dolby
10 Summerhill Terrace,  
newcastle upon Tyne ne4 6eB
Contact Craig van Badaf
Masterplanning, site appraisal, layout 
and architectural design. Development 
frameworks, urban regeneration, design 
codes, briefs and design and access 
statements.

PoLLard THoMaS edWardS 
arCHiTeCTS
diespeker Wharf 38, Graham Street,  
London n1 8Jx
Tel 020 7336 7777
robin.saha-choudhury@ptea.co.uk
Website www.ptea.co.uk
Contact robin Saha-Choudhury
LiVerPooL
Unit S204, Second Floor, Merchants Court, 
derby Square, Liverpool L2 1TS
Tel 0151 703 2220
email roo.humpherson@ptea.co.uk
Contact roo Humpherson
Masterplanners, urban designers, 
developers, architects, listed building 
and conservation area designers; 
specialising in inner city mixed-use high 
density regeneration.

PoWeLL doBSon UrBaniSTS
Charterhouse, Links Business Park
St Mellons, Cardiff CF3 0LT
Tel 029 2079 9699  
email james.brown@powelldobson.com
Website www.powelldobsonurbanists.com
Contact James Brown
Masterplanning, design frameworks, 
design codes, town centre strategies, 
housing renewal. A commitment to 
people, places, sustainability, design 
and delivery. 

PrinGLe Brandon
10 Bonhill Street, London eC2a 4QJ
Tel 020 7466 1000
email post@pringle-brandon.co.uk
Contact alison anslow
Offices, hotels, workplace design.

ProJeCT CenTre LTd
Saffron Court, 14b St Cross Street,  
London eC1n 8xa
Tel 020 7421 8222
email info@projectcentre.co.uk
Website www.projectcentre.co.uk
Contact david Moores
Landscape architecture, public realm 
design, urban regeneration, street 
lighting design, planning supervision, 
traffic and transportation, parking and 
highway design.

PrP arCHiTeCTS
Ferry Works, Summer road, Thames ditton, 
Surrey kT7 0QJP
Tel 020 7653 1200
email lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk
Contact Barry Munday
Architects, planners, urban designers 
and landscape architects, specialising 
in housing, urban regeneration, health, 
education and leisure projects.

QUarTeT deSiGn
The exchange, Lillingstone dayrell,  
Bucks Mk18 5aP
Tel 01280 860500
email quartet@qdl.co.uk
Contact david newman
Landscape architects, architects and 
urban designers. Masterplanning, 
hard landscape projects in urban areas 
achieving environmental sustainability.

QUBe
Building 7, Michael young Centre, Purbeck 
road, Cambridge CB2 2QL
Tel  01223 271 850
email  enquiries@qube.org.uk
Contacts  andy Thompson/Jon Burgess
Site specific design solutions related 
to urban design and masterplanning; 
site development briefs; public realm 
design; historic buildings; community 
consultation.

randaLL THorP
Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street, 
Manchester M1 5FW
Tel 0161 228 7721
email mail@randallthorp.co.uk
Contact Pauline randall
Masterplanning for new developments 
and settlements, infrastructure design 
and urban renewal, design guides and 
design briefing, public participation.

randoM GreenWay arCHiTeCTS
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley road
Caterham Surrey Cr3 6Hy
Tel 01883 346 441
rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.co.uk
Contact r Greenway
Architecture, planning and urban 
design. New build, regeneration, 
refurbishment and restoration.

redroW UrBan deSiGn CenTre
redrow House, 6 Waterside Way, 
The Lakes, northampton nn4 7xd
Tel 01604 601115 
email irina.merryweather@redrow.co.uk
Contact irina Merryweather

riCHard CoLeMan CiTydeSiGner
14 Lower Grosvenor Place, 
London SW1W 0ex
Tel 020 7630 4880
email r.coleman@citydesigner.com
Contact dorthe Bendtsen
Advice on architectural quality, urban 
design, and conservation, historic 
buildings and townscape. Environmental 
statements, listed buildings/area 
consent applications.

riCHardS ParTinGTon
First Floor, Fergusson House
124 – 128 City road, London eC1V 2nJ
Tel 020 7490 5494
email post@rparchitects.co.uk
Contact Simon Bradbury
Website www.rparchitects.co.uk
Urban design, housing, retail, 
education, sustainability and 
commercial projects that take 
a responsible approach to the 
environment and resources.
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xriCHard reid & aSSoCiaTeS
Whitely Farm, ide Hill, Sevenoaks,  
kent Tn14 6BS
Tel 01732 741417
email richardreid@btconnect.com
Contact richard reid

roBerT adaM arCHiTeCTS
9 Upper High Street, Winchester
Hampshire So23 8UT 
Tel 01962 843843 
peter.critoph@robertadamarchitects.com
Contact Peter Critoph
Website www.robertadamarchitects.com
World-renowned for progressive, 
classical design covering town and 
country houses, housing development, 
urban masterplans, commercial 
development and public buildings. 

roGer eVanS aSSoCiaTeS
59-63 High Street, kidlington, oxford ox5 
2dn
Tel 01865 377 030
email design@rogerevans.com
Website www.rogerevans.com
Contact roger evans
Urban regeneration, quarter frameworks 
and design briefs, town centre strategies, 
movement in towns, masterplanning and 
development economics. 

rPS
at London, Birmingham, Bristol, Swindon, 
oxford, durham
Tel  0800 587 9939
email  rpspte@rpsplc.co.uk
Website  www.rpsgroup.com
Part of the RPS Group providing a wide 
range of urban design services including 
masterplanning and development 
frameworks, design guides and 
statements.

rUMMey deSiGn aSSoCiaTeS
South Park Studios, South Park, Sevenoaks 
kent Tn13 1an
Tel 01732 743753
Contact robert rummey
Masterplanning, urban design, 
landscape architecture, architecture, 
environmental consultancy. Responsible 
place-making that considers social, 
environmental and economic issues.

SaViLLS (L&P) LiMiTed
Bridewell Gate,9 Bridewell Place,
London eC4V 6aW
Tel 020 7353 0202
email bvanbruggen@savills.com
Website www.savills.com
Contact Ben van Bruggen
SoUTHaMPTon
Brunswick House,Brunswick Place,
Southampton So15 2aP
Tel 02380 713900
email pfrankum@savills.com
Contact Peter Frankum
offices throughout the World
Savills Urban Design creates value 
from places and places of value. 
Masterplanning, urban design, design 
coding, urban design advice, planning, 
commercial guidance.

SaUnderS ParTnerSHiP
Studio Four, 37 Broadwater road, Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts aL7 3ax
Tel 01707 385 300
martin.williams@sandersarchitects.com
Contact Martin Williams

SCaPe deSiGn aSSoCiaTeS
36-42 new inn yard, Shoreditch 
London eC2a 3ey 
Tel 0207 729 7989  
email info@scapeda.co.uk
Website www.scapeda.co.uk
Contact Phil Jaffa
Landscape Architecture Practice 
specialising in the design of high-
end commercial, hospitality, urban 
design and private residential projects 
internationally.

SCoTT BroWnriGG LTd 
St Catherines Court, 46-48 Portsmouth 
road, Guildford GU2 4dU
Tel 01483 568 686
email L.deda@scottbrownrigg.com
Website www.scottbrownrigg.com 
Contact Luan deda
Integrated service of architecture, urban 
design, planning, masterplanning, 
involved in several mixed-use schemes 
regenerating inner city and brownfield 
sites.

SCoTT TaLLon WaLker arCHiTeCTS
19 Merrion Square, dublin 2 
Tel 00 353 1 669 3000
email philip.jackson@stw.ie
Website www.stw.com
Contact Philip Jackson
Award winning international practice 
covering all aspects of architecture, 
urban design and planning.

SCoTT WiLSon
3-4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, 
abingdon, oxon ox14 1dZ
Tel 01235 468700
email paj.valley@scottwilson.com
Website www.scottwilson.com
Contacts Paj Valley/ ken Jores
also at Birmingham, Leeds, London, 
Manchester, Plymouth
Urban design, planning, landscape, 
economic and architectural design 
expertise supported by comprehensive 
multidisciplinary skills.

SHaFFrey aSSoCiaTeS
29 Lower ormond Quay, dublin 1
Tel 00 353 1872 5602
email studio@shaffrey.ie
Contact Gráinne Shaffrey 
Urban conservation and design, with a 
particular commitment to the
regeneration of historic urban centres, 
small towns and villages, including new 
development.

SHeiLS FLynn LTd
Bank House High Street, docking,  
kings Lynn Pe31 8nH
Tel 01485 518304
email uk@sheilsflynn.com
Contact eoghan Sheils
Award winning town centre regeneration 
schemes, urban strategies and design 
guidance. Specialists in community 
consultation and team facilitation.

SHePHeard ePSTein HUnTer
Phoenix yard, 65 king’s Cross road,  
London WC1x 9LW
Tel 020 7841 7500
email stevenpidwell@seh.co.uk
Contact Steven Pidwill
SEH is a user-friendly, award-winning 
architects firm, known for its work 
in regeneration, education, housing, 
masterplanning, mixed-use and 
healthcare projects.  

SHePPard roBSon
77 Parkway, Camden Town, London nW1 7PU
Tel 020 7504 1700
email nick.spall@sheppardrobson.com
Website www.sheppardrobson.com
Contact nick Spall
ManCHeSTer
113-115 Portland St, Manchester M1 6dW
Contact  Phil doyle
Planners, urban designers and 
architects. Strategic planning, urban 
regeneration, development planning, 
town centre renewal, new settlement 
planning.

SMeeden ForeMan ParTnerSHiP
8 east Parade, Harrogate HG1 JLT
Tel 01423 520 222
email trevor@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
Contact  Trevor Foreman
Ecology, landscape architecture 
and urban design. Environmental 
assessment, detailed design, contract 
packages and site supervision.

SMiTH SCoTT MULLan aSSoCiaTeS
378 Leith Walk, edinburgh eH7 4PF
Tel 0131 555 1414
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Contact eugene Mullan
Architects and urban designers 
dedicated to producing high quality 
design solutions. Working with 
communities for the improvement of 
their urban environment.

SoLTyS: BreWSTer ConSULTinG
87 Glebe Street, Penarth,  
Vale of Glamorgan CF64 1eF
Tel 029 2040 8476
email enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
Website www.soltysbrewster.co.uk
Contact Simon Brewster
Urban design, masterplans, design 
strategies, visual impact, environmental 
assessment, regeneration of urban 
space, landscape design and project 
management. 

SoM
Skidmore owings & Merrill inc.
1 oliver’s yard, London eC1y 1HH
Tel 020 7798 1000
email somlondon@som.com
Website www.som.com
Contact roger kallman
also at Chicago, new york, Washington, San 
Francisco, La, Hong kong
International multi-disciplinary 
practice. Masterplanning, landscape 
architecture, civil engineering and 
urban design. 

SPaCe SynTax LiMiTed
4 Huguenot Place, Heneage Street,  
London e1 5Ln
Tel 020 7422 7600
email t.stonor@spacesyntax.com
Contact Tim Stonor
Spatial masterplanning and research-
based design; movement, connectivity, 
integration, regeneration, safety and 
interaction. 

STUarT TUrner aSSoCiaTeS
12 Ledbury, Great Linford,  
Milton keynes Mk14 5dS
Tel 01908 678672
email st@studiost.demon.co.uk
Website www.studiost.demon.co.uk
Contact Stuart Turner
Architecture, urban design and 
environmental planning, the design of 
new settlements, urban regeneration 
and site development studies.

SUrFaCe inCLUSiVe deSiGn 
reSearCH CenTre
School of Construction & Property 
Management, University of Salford M5 4WT
Tel 0161 295 5279
email r.newton@salford.ac.uk
Website www.inclusive-design.it
Contact rita newton

TayLor yoUnG UrBan deSiGn
Chadsworth House, Wilmslow road, 
Handforth, Cheshire Sk9 3HP
Tel 01625 542200
email stephengleave@tayloryoung.co.uk
Contact Stephen Gleave 
LiVerPooL
Tel  0151 702 6500
Urban design, planning and 
development. Town studies, housing, 
commercial, distribution, health and 
transportation. Specialist in urban 
design training.

TerenCe o’roUrke
everdene House, deansleigh road, 
Bournemouth BH7 7dU
Tel 01202 421142
email maildesk@torltd.co.uk
Website www.torltd.co.uk
Contact richard Summers
Town planning, masterplanning, 
urban design, architecture, landscape 
architecture, environmental 
consultancy, complex urban design 
problems.

Terra FirMa ConSULTanCy
Cedar Court, 5 College road 
Petersfield GU31 4ae
Tel  01730 262040
contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Contact  Lionel Fanshawe
Independent landscape architectural 
practice with considerable urban design 
experience at all scales from EIA to 
project delivery throughout UK and 
overseas. 

Terry FarreLL and ParTnerS
7 Hatton Street, London nW8 8PL
Tel 020 7258 3433
email tfarrell@terryfarrell.co.uk
Website www.terryfarrell.com
Contact drew nelles
Architectural, urban design, planning 
and masterplanning services. New 
buildings, refurbishment, conference/
exhibition centres and visitor 
attractions.

TeTLoW kinG GroUP
Lone Barn Studios, Stanbridge Lane, 
romsey, Hants So51 0He
Tel 01794 517333
email mail@tetlowking.co.uk
Contact Melvyn king
Specialising in urban design strategies 
in masterplanning and development 
frameworks for both new development 
areas and urban regeneration.

TiBBaLdS PLanninG & UrBan 
deSiGn
19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge road, 
London Se1 3JB
Tel 020 7089 2121
email  mail@tibbalds.co.uk
Website  www.tibbalds.co.uk
Contact  andrew karski
Expertise in masterplanning and urban 
design, sustainable regeneration, 
development frameworks and design 
guidance, design advice.
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x ToWnSCaPe SoLUTionS
128 Park road, Smethwick, West Midlands, 
B67 5HT 
Tel 0121 429 6111 
kbrown@townscapesolutions.co.uk
Website www.townscapesolutions.co.uk
Contact kenny Brown
Specialist urban design practice offering 
a wide range of services including 
masterplans, site layouts, design briefs, 
design and access statements, expert 
witness and 3D illustrations.

TreVor BridGe aSSoCiaTeS
7-9 St Michael’s Square, ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lancs oL6 6LF
Tel 0161 308 3765
email info@tbridgea.co.uk
Contact Trevor Bridge 
Landscape architecture, urban design, 
environmental planning, visual impact 
assessment, masterplanning and 
implementation.

TUrLey aSSoCiaTeS
25 Savile row, London W1S 2eS
Tel 020 7851 4010
email mlowndes@turleyassociates.co.uk
Website www.turleyassociates.co.uk
Contact Michael Lowndes
Creating successful places and 
sustainable communities, through 
the creative integration of urban 
design, masterplanning, heritage and 
development planning.

TWeed nUTTaLL WarBUrTon
Chapel House, City road, Chester CH1 3ae
Tel 01244 310388
email entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
Website www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Contact John Tweed
Architecture and urban design, 
masterplanning. Urban waterside 
environments. Community teamwork 
enablers. Visual impact assessments.

UrBan deSiGn FUTUreS
97c West Bow, edinburgh eH1 2JP
Tel 0131 226 4505
email info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Website www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Contact Selby richardson
Innovative urban design, planning 
and landscape practice specialising in 
masterplanning, new settlements, urban 
regeneration, town and village studies.

UrBan exCHanGe London
5-6 newbury Street, London eC1a 7HU 
Tel 020 7776 9730
email info@urbanexchangelondon.com
Website www.urbanexchangelondon.com
Contact a G Joyce
International, multi-disciplinary 
practice specialising in urban 
design, concept development and 
masterplanning, supported by project 
management and architectural units.

UrBan GraPHiCS
regent House 5-7 Melbourne Street, 
Bedford Mk42 9ax
Tel 01234 353870
email info@urban-graphics.co.uk
Website www.urban-graphics.co.uk
Contact Bally Meeda
Graphic design and illustration for urban 
design, planning and transport. A range 
of projects from desktop publishing 
reports to exhibition and web design.

UrBan iniTiaTiVeS
1 Fitzroy Square, London W1T 5He
Tel 020 7380 4545
k.campbell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Website www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Contact kelvin Campbell
Urban design, transportation, 
regeneration, development planning.

UrBan innoVaTionS
1st Floor, Wellington Buildings, 2 
Wellington Street, Belfast BT16HT
Tel 028 9043 5060 
email ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
Contacts Tony Stevens/ agnes Brown
The partnership provides not only 
feasibility studies and assists in site 
assembly for complex projects but also 
full architectural services for major 
projects. 

UrBan PraCTiTionerS
70 Cowcross Street, London eC1M 6eJ
Tel 020 7253 2223
antonyrifkin@urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Contact antony rifkin
Specialist competition winning urban 
regeneration practice combining 
economic and urban design skills. 
Projects include West Ealing and 
Plymouth East End.

UrBan SPLaSH 
Timber Wharf, 16-22 Worsley Street, 
Castlefield, Manchester M15 4Ld
Tel  0161 839 2999
email live@urbansplash.co.uk
Contacts  Jonathan Falkingham/  

Bill Maynard
Property development and investment. 
Multi-disciplinary urban regeneration 
specialists concentrating on brownfield 
regeneration projects.

UrBed (UrBan and eConoMiC 
deVeLoPMenT GroUP)
ManCHeSTer
10 Little Lever Street, Manchester M1 1Hr
Tel 0161 200 5500
email urbed@urbed.co.uk
Website www.urbed.co.uk
Contact david rudlin
London
26 Gray’s inn road, London WC1x 8Hr
Tel 020 7436 8050
Urban design and guidance, 
masterplanning, sustainability, 
consultation and capacity building, 
housing, town centres and regeneration.

VinCenT and GorBinG LTd
Sterling Court, norton road, Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire SG1 2Jy
Tel 01438 316331
urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Website www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Contact richard Lewis
Masterplanning, design statements, 
character assessments, development 
briefs, residential layouts and urban 
capacity exercises.

W a FairHUrST & ParTnerS
1 arngrove Court, Barrack road
newcastle upon Tyne ne4 6dB
Tel 0191 221 0505
email mileswalker@fairhurst.co.uk
Contact Miles Walker

WeST & ParTnerS
isambard House, 60 Weston Street,  
London Se1 3QJ
Tel 020 7403 1726
email wp@westandpartners.com
Contact Michael West
Masterplanning within the creative 
interpretation of socio-economic, 
physical and political urban parameters: 
retail, leisure, commercial, residential.

WeSTWaddy: adP 
The Malthouse, 60 east St.Helen Street, 
abingdon, oxon ox14 5eB
Tel 01235 523139
email enquiries@westwaddy-adp.co.uk
Website westwaddy-adp.co.uk
Contact Philip Waddy
Experienced and multi-disciplinary team 
of urban designers, architects and town 
planners offering a full range of urban 
design services.

WHiTe ConSULTanTS
18-19 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3dQ
Tel 029 2064 0971
sw@whiteconsultants.prestel.co.uk
Contact Simon White
A holistic approach to urban 
regeneration, design guidance, public 
realm and open space strategies and 
town centre studies for the public, 
private and community sectors.

WHiTeLaW TUrkinGTon LandSCaPe 
arCHiTeCTS
33 Stannary Street, London Se11 4aa 
Tel 020 7820 0388
email post@wtlondon.com
Contact Lindsey Whitelaw
Urban regeneration, streetscape design, 
public space, high quality residential 
and corporate landscapes. Facilitators in 
public participation.

WHiTe yoUnG Green PLanninG
21 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3dQ
Tel 029 2072 9000
email glewis@wyg.com
Contact Gordon Lewis
also at London, newcastle, Manchester, 
Leeds, Bristol and Southampton
Regeneration and development 
strategies, public realm studies, 
economic development planning, 
masterplanning for urban, rural and 
brownfield land redevelopment.

WiLLie MiLLer UrBan deSiGn & 
PLanninG
20 Victoria Crescent road, Glasgow G12 9dd
Tel 0141 339 5228
email mail@williemiller.com
Contact Willie Miller
Conceptual, strategic and development 
work in urban design, masterplanning, 
urban regeneration, environmental 
strategies, design and development 
briefs.

WSP deVeLoPMenT and 
TranSPorTaTion
1 Queens drive, Birmingham B5 4JP 
email alan.young@wspgroup.com
Contact alan young

yeLLoW Book LTd
3 Hill Street, edinburgh eH3 8dG
Tel 0131 225 5757
email  john.lord@yellowbookltd.com
Website www.yellowbookltd.com
Contact  John Lord
Place-making, urban regeneration 
and economic development involving 
creative and cultural industries, tourism 
and labour market research.

in
de

x



 Urban Design | Summer 2008 | Issue 107  | 49

edUCaTion index

BirMinGHaM CiTy UniVerSiTy
Birmingham institute of art & design
Corporation St , Birmingham B4 7 dx
Tel 0121 331 5110
email joe.holyoak@uce.ac.uk
Website www.bcu.ac.uk
Contact Joe Holyoak
MA Urban Design. This course enhances 
the creative and practical skills needed 
to deal with the diverse activities of 
urban design. Modes of attendance 
are flexible: full-time, part-time or 
individual modules as CPD short courses. 
The course attracts students from a wide 
range of backgrounds.

CardiFF UniVerSiTy
School of City & regional Planning, Welsh 
School of architecture, Glamorgan Building 
king edward V11 avenue, Cardiff CF10 3Wa
Tel 029 2087 6293
email biddulphMJ@cardiff.ac.uk
www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/ma_urbandesign
Contact Mike Biddulph
One year full-time and two year part-time 
MA in Urban Design. 

edinBUrGH CoLLeGe oF arT
SCHooL oF arCHiTeCTUre 
Lauriston Place, edinburgh eH3 9dF
Tel 0131 221 6175/6072
Contact Leslie Forsyth
www.eca.ac.uk/index.php?id=523
Diploma in Architecture and Urban 
Design, nine months full-time. Diploma 
in Urban Design, nine months full time 
or 21 months part-time. MSc in Urban 
Design, 12 months full-time or 36 
months parttime. MPhil and PhD, by 
research full and part-time.

LeedS MeTroPoLiTan UniVerSiTy 
The Leeds School of architecture, Landscape 
and design, Hepworth House, Claypit Lane, 
Leeds LS2 8ae
Tel 0113 283 2600 ext. 29092
email aldenquiries@leedsmet.ac.uk
Website www.leedsmet.ac.uk/courses/la
Contact edwin knighton
Master of Arts in Urban Design consists 
of one year full time or two years 
part time or individual programme of 
study. Shorter programmes lead to Post 
Graduate Diploma/Certificate. Project 
based course focussing on the creation 
of sustainable environments through 
interdisciplinary design.

London SoUTH Bank UniVerSiTy
Faculty of arts and Human Sciences, 
103 Borough road, London Se1 0aa
Tel  020 7815 7353
Contact dr Bob Jarvis
MA Urban Design (one year full time/
two years part time) or PG Cert Planning 
based course including units on place 
and performance, sustainable cities 
as well as project based work and EU 
study visit. Part of RTPI accredited 
programme.

oxFord BrookeS UniVerSiTy
Joint Centre for Urban design, Headington, 
oxford ox3 0BP
Tel 01865 483403
Contact Georgia Butina-Watson/  
 alan reeve
Diploma in Urban Design, six months 
full time or 18 months part time. MA one 
year full-time or two years part-time.

UniVerSiTy CoLLeGe London
development & Planning Unit, The Bartlett
34 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9eZ
Tel 020 7679 1111
email s.feys@ucl.ac.uk
Contact Sara Feys
MSc in Building and Urban Design in 
Development. Innovative, participatory 
and responsible design in development 
and upgrading of urban areas through 
socially and culturally acceptable, 
economically viable and environmentally 
sustainable interventions. One year full 
time or two years part time.

UniVerSiTy oF GreenWiCH
School of architecture & Construction, 
avery Hill Campus, Mansion Site, Bexley 
road, eltham, London Se9 2PQ 
Tel 020 8331 9100/ 9135
Website www.gre.ac.uk/schools/arc 
Contact richard Hayward
MA in Urban Design for postgraduate 
architecture and landscape students, 
full time and part time with credit 
accumulation transfer system.

UniVerSiTy oF neWCaSTLe UPon 
Tyne
department of architecture, Claremont 
Tower, University of newcastle, newcastle 
upon Tyne ne1 7rU
Tel 0191 222 7802
Contact Tim Townshend
MA/Diploma in Urban Design. Joint 
programme in Dept of Architecture and 
Dept of Town and Country Planning. Full 
time or part time, integrating knowledge 
and skills from town planning, 
architecture, landscape.

UniVerSiTy oF STraTHCLyde
department of architecture,
Urban design Studies Unit,
131 rottenrow, Glasgow G4 onG
Tel 0141 548 4219
Contact ombretta romice
The Postgraduate Course in Urban 
Design is offered in CPD,Diploma and 
MSc modes. The course is design centred 
and includes input from a variety of 
related disciplines.

UniVerSiTy oF THe WeST oF 
enGLand, BriSToL
Faculty of the Built environment, Frenchay 
Campus, Coldharbour Lane, Bristol BS16 1Qy
Tel 0117 328 3508
Contact Lee Stickells
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in 
Urban Design. Part time two days per 
fortnight for two years, or individual 
programme of study. Project-based 
course addressing urban design issues, 
abilities and environments.

UniVerSiTy oF WeSTMinSTer
35 Marylebone road, London nW1 5LS
Tel 020 7911 5000 x3341
email w.n.erickson@westminster.ac.uk
Contact Bill erickson
MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, town 
planners, landscape architects and 
related disciplines. One year full time or 
two years part time.

As a child in the 1950s I lived on a busy High Street, and grew up 
accustomed to the daily noise generated by the shops lining the 
street, the Palace cinema next door, the Roebuck pub a few doors 
away, and the market on the next block. Daily Monday to Saturday in 
the daytime, that is; after 5.30 it was a lot quieter, with only pub and 
cinema customers coming and going, on foot, and after pub closing 
time, very quiet. (Sundays were quieter still. The still urban air was 
broken only by the St Barnabas bellringers calling the congregation 
to church. Between the changes, one could also hear, from a long way 
away, the approaching Boys’ Brigade band, marching echoingly along 
the deserted High Street to church service.)
 It’s not like that now in the typical High Street. Not only is 
Sunday much like any other day of the week, but retail, commercial 
and leisure activity has extended from daytime into the night. Whether 
by popular demand, commercial opportunism, or government policy, 
we have moved some way towards the 24 hour city. Opinions vary on 
the virtues and utility of this, but on the whole I think our streets 
are better for having activity extended into more hours of the day. 
(Although I remain nostalgic for that empty 1950s High Street; 
always sunlit in my memory, with an imagined quality like a de Chirico 
piazza).
 Parks are different. Whereas the street is legitimately a 24 hour 
space, the park traditionally has a clearly diurnal pattern, and is used 
only in daylight. Parks have enclosing fences, they may have gates, 
and if they are lucky enough to have a keeper, the gates may still be 
locked at dusk. The park at night is generally perceived as an unsafe 
place, where, if there is activity, it is nefarious and illicit, and maybe 
illegal. Both in fact and in imagination, the park at night is where 
murders take place. As I write, two teenagers have been given life 
sentences for the murder of a Goth in Stubbylee Park in Bacup. In 
film, an archetypal image of the park at night is still David Hemmings 
in Blowup, searching for the body in the shrubbery in Maryon Park, 
Woolwich, deserted and silent except for the wind soughing in the 
trees.
 The Schools Secretary, Ed Balls, recently caused controversy when 
he proposed more night-time use of parks by children, including 
“midnight basketball” leagues, an idea imported from the USA. His 
motive, totally admirable, is to increase involvement in sports by 
children and to reduce obesity, but criticism was widespread, focussing 
on the established view of parks at night as locations of drug use and 
anti-social behaviour.
 Our small local park, where I am Chair of the Friends, is making 
modest steps towards reclaiming the night. We have made a funding 
application to have floodlights installed on the all-weather playing 
pitch. In February we held our second annual “In the Park after Dark” 
event. Residents, particularly children, were invited to bring hand-held 
lights. Helium-filled balloons containing LED lights were tied to the 
railings. (Most got stolen, but that is perhaps a sort of appreciation). 
The local school designed, made and presented a spectacular back-
lit puppet show in silhouette. Hot soup and baked potatoes were 
consumed. Fun was had. We hope that perceptions of the nocturnal 
park were changed, in a small but significant way.

Joe Holyoak

A LIGHT IN THE 
DARKNESS
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