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WEDNESDAY 11 OCTOBER
 GREEN WEDNESDAY - FROM THE MACRO TO THE MICRO, WHAT IS A  
 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND HOW DO WE DELIVER IT? 

The evening has been organised to provide an interactive exploration 
of solutions and initiatives to deliver sustainable development. With 
contributions from professionals that deal with issues from the large scale 
planning of new communities through to the detail design of buildings. 
Speakers will include Lynne Ceeney, Leader of the BRE Sustainable Communities 
Team and Richard Wheal, Senior Building Physicist from White Young Green.

20-21 OCTOBER 2006
 UDG ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT THE ARNOLFINI BRISTOL
 HEALTHY CITIES: CREATING SUSTAINABLE URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

What makes a healthy city ? What is the relationship to sustainability ? How
do we assess these factors ? Hosted by George Ferguson and Colin Fudge this
year’s conference will be a challenging combination of talks and walks in a
unique location and include a Market PLace event and reception on the Friday
evening. Contact Susie Turnbull email udsl@udg.org.uk
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 KEVIN LYNCH MEMORIAL LECTURE

A vision of the cities of the future

WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER, CENTRAL LONDON
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This policy seminar, endorsed by UDG, will discuss plausible and practical ways 
within the GLA’s sustainable development framework, of improving the physical 
public realm and adding value throughout London. It will discuss how the 
planning and local government finance systems can be used to provide levers 
to enable teeth to be put on the policies. For further information please visit 
www.thewaterfront.co.uk/conferences/conf or contact Waterfront on 020 7787 
1210.

WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER
 THE UDG CHRISTMAS PARTY, INCLUDING A TRIBUTE TO 
 JANE JACOBS

As a conclusion to a great year of professional development, activity and 
seminars, the annual Christmas party will include a tribute to the urban 
philosopher Jane Jacobs, who sadly died in April this year. The tribute will take 
an informal ‘talking heads’ style format, in the early part of the evening, with 
practitioners invited to speak about her influence on the way we think about 
cities.

WEDNESDAY 17 JANUARY
Details of the evening’s focus will be available at the Christmas party.
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As the 100th issue of Urban Design approached, it was obvious that it should celebrate the past 
26 years of remarkable effort and achievement of previous editors, contributors and members 
with a special edition. However, rather than taking a nostalgic look back over the 26 years 
since 1980 and the changing role of urban design, we decided to look boldly into the future.
 In reaching its 100th issue, the journal is entering a new era, and so it is fitting that we 
provide food for thought for the way ahead. A series of provocative, loyal and unstinting 
contributors to debates about the built environment were invited to consider their visions for 
life in 2031. All being well, by 2031, we will be reading or possibly ‘absorbing’ the 200th issue 
of Urban Design with the help of some new form of human integrated technology.
 What has emerged from this challenging invitation is a rich and varied selection of ideas, 
scenarios and personal theories to focus our work for the years ahead. Interestingly, while 2031 
may seem some way off, to many of our contributors this was not far enough, and so topics for 
even the 300th issue can be discerned in these visions.
 But lest we forget the spectrum of ideas which has been captured in the pages of the journal 
since 1980, the first 100 cover images have been reproduced throughout this issue, which we 
hope will prompt a rediscovery of topics past.

 LOUISE THOMAS AND SEBASTIAN LOEW

LOOKING FORWARDS, NOT BACKWARDS
10

0TH
 I

SS
U

E

2 | Urban Design | Autumn 2006 | Issue 100

100 COVERS 1980-2006
1980-81
The quotes are taken from text written by Sebastian Loew for the Urban 
Design Directory 2006 describing key achievements of the Urban Design Group.



‘A hundred years after we are gone and forgotten, those who never heard of 
us will be living with the results of our actions…’
  Oliver Wendell Homes, US Supreme Court Justice

There is no doubt that the world is shrinking. The time that it 
takes to find out what is happening around the world is now 
microseconds. Many of us have books, music or other goods 
shipped to our doorstep overnight. Those whom we call friends 
are no longer within physical reach, yet we interact with them 
daily, if not hourly. Our connectivity has increased so rapidly in 
the past decade that the relative size and scale of the world seems 
to have reduced drastically. This new ‘closeness’ is also leading to 
an increased awareness of the built environment and how it has 
impacted, and continues to impact upon the earth in dramatic 
fashion. The issues that confront us are legion; they manifest 
themselves on both global and local scales. The Foresight, 
Innovation and Incubation team at Arup has developed an in-
depth study of these issues, which we call ‘drivers of change’.

Over the past three years, I have been privileged to conduct 
workshops with over 7,500 people on five continents. As part 
of the process, I have asked participants what they believed 
was ‘driving change’ at both global and local levels. The results 
show that there are key issues on the minds of individuals 

everywhere. At first glance, this may seem obvious, but at a time 
when many are searching for geo-political segregators rather 
than commonalities, the fact that we have this in common needs 
to be emphasised. When I share with one group of workshop 
participants the results from other parts of the world, the 
group expresses surprise - ranging from mild to extreme - at the 
commonality of the primary drivers of change.

We use what is known as the STEEP framework to evaluate 
and disseminate these key issues. STEEP stands for Social, 
Technological, Economic, Environmental and Political domains. 
We feel that each domain needs to be considered in isolation so 
that there is balance. Disaggregating the issues into these five 
domains also allows a group to prioritise individual drivers and 
then to examine the complementary impacts in the other four 
domains.

The built environment is the foundation of society. It is the 
very fabric which enables social interaction at all levels. And, 
the world is currently ‘urbanising’ at an unprecedented rate. 
In China alone, over 300 million people will be moving into 
urban areas by 2050. This will be the largest mass migration 
of humanity ever. Our urban areas are increasingly developed 
using materials from across the globe; just about every region 
of the world touches another in some way each day. What will 

DRIVERS OF CHANGE
Chris Luebkeman sets the scene for the key issues and questions ahead
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determine what we build and how we build it? And how does all 
this affect our ‘glocal’ environment? Does global + local = glocal?

GLOCALISED TRADE
Containerised traffic comprised 23.8 per cent of the world’s 
traffic in 2004. The World Trade Organisation (WTO) established 
in 1995 with 144 member countries, accounts for over 90 
per cent of trade in the world. Since 2002, 162 regional trade 
agreements (RTAs) have been in force, with over half coming 
into existence after 1995.

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) created 
what is perhaps one of the most powerful trade blocs, and it was 
heralded as an agreement in which both high-income industrial 
countries and developing countries were to be equal partners; 
the latter essentially as an attempt to create interdependencies to 
preclude wars. The ‘bloc’ design stems firstly from competition 
and scale, and secondly from trade and location. More than one-
third of world trade now takes place within trading blocs. The 
WTO and global trading blocs account for the vast majority of 
world trade. These networks mean that isolationism is no longer 
viable; changes and conflicts abroad trigger shifts at home, 
regardless of where that is, our age or class.

‘Glocalised’ trade also implies dual standards. Knowing what 
the global standard is, or what could be available on the global 
marketplace could have a positive impact on local standards. 
One trend in retail is the simultaneous shift in ‘trading up 
and trading down’. An individual is far more likely today to 
consciously pay considerably more for certain goods while at 
the same time they will bargain hunt for others. The fact that 
many of these items are available ‘glocally’ has affected this 
pattern significantly. This movement has coincided with the 
increased availability of information through the internet. One 
could easily argue that glocalisation of trade would have been 
impossible without the internet. Where will it lead?

Ninety per cent of all trade depends upon oil as an 
inexpensive transportation fuel. What will happen 
when petroleum doubles in price? Is it feasible that local 
manufacturing will again become necessary? Technological 
advances have also allowed an increasing capability to track 
individual items. Will consumers demand to know the meadow 
where the cow grazed, or the source of the milk for their cheese? 
If a consumer could actually see the living conditions of workers 
picking their tomatoes in a land on the other side of the world, 
would their patterns of life change? Could they change?

DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE
Improved living conditions and healthcare technology are 

reducing infant mortality, prolonging life, and creating massive 
design challenges in more affluent parts of the world, while in 
less developed countries these are degrading and creating major 
problems. By 2020 the 60+ age group will most likely reach one 
billion people. Seventy-five per cent of this group will live in the 
developed world – 16 per cent US American; 20 per cent German; 
and 27 per cent Japanese. Who will take care of this ageing 
population? How will they get around? How will we need to 
change the design of products, services, places and environments 
for them?
Associated with these ageing ‘Boomers’, those who shirk the 
inclusion of technology as a strange invasion will decrease 
as ‘technology’ becomes integrated into everything. The 
assimilation of human performance enhancement is moving 
ahead at a rapid pace. The Boomers already accept pieces of 
plastic, metal, pumps and procedures, to lengthen their lives 
and increase their standards of living in ways that previous 
generations only read about in science-fiction. It will not be long 
before we have the potential for urban areas to proactively assist 
us in our daily lives. Can you imagine how the urban fabric will 
change when ‘anonymity’ is only found in the dictionary? How 
will it feel when you can only intentionally ‘get lost’?

Demographic change was mentioned as the most common 
issue across all of the drivers’ workshops and the actual meaning 
of the change varies from place to place and region to region. Yet, 
the issue of how a population is changing and how this change 
affects the future is high on everyone’s mind. One pressing point 
for the built environment is that most practicing professionals 
are only 12 years from retirement. Those who have vital tacit and 
explicit knowledge will no longer be available as we move into 
very trying times. Let us hope that, as infrastructure continues 
to age with the population, the interest in our built world will 
increase again.

GLOBAL NOMADISM
A shift in population densities is an interesting trend. This is due 
to the current availability of cheap carbon chains converging 
with an increasing global wealth gap. Massive numbers of 
individuals, both skilled and unskilled, are relocating in search of 
employment. This movement, whether by migrant farm labour 
or highly trained doctors, meets needs in different sectors across 
the world. The ‘global economy’ has become highly reliant upon 
these international migrants in unexpected ways. One example 
is the remittances for countries like El Salvador and Nicaragua 
which have, historically, accounted for more than 60 per cent 
of the total foreign currencies obtained through the exports 
of goods and services. Other examples which are making the 
headlines range from the illegal immigrant workers in the UK 
and US who have fundamentally underpinned the economy 
for the past decade, to the medical staff who are moving from 
their native countries where they are not being paid, to wealthy 
nations with their ageing populations, thus depleting their 
homelands of desperately needed professionals.

More fundamental questions arise when considering the 
development of urban environments. How do people identify 
with a single place when one in every 25 people in the world is 
an international immigrant? Perhaps the answer will be a new 
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multi-nationalism with complex multiple allegiances becoming 
even more commonplace. Or, perhaps the need for personal 
connectivity to a local community will supersede global 
connectivity. In any case, this interplay between global and local 
will play an increasing role in our place-making. Europe is now 
home to the largest number of international migrants, followed 
by Asia and North America. We may well be slowly evolving 
towards global citizenship or trans-nationalism, rather than 
national citizenship.

Seventy-seven per cent of EU students can speak a second 
foreign language well enough to take part in a conversation, 
and the largest English-speaking population will soon be 
Chinese nationals. Yet, as our cities become more systemically 
sophisticated and each person’s identity becomes known, could 
the urban environment interact with us in the language of our 
choice? Will we ‘hear’ announcements in our native tongue 
in the London Underground or Hong Kong Metro? Which city 
will create the first urban babblefish? Developments are already 
under way for those who are not fluent in a second language to 
navigate major airport hubs in their native language. Most cities 
are already ‘watching’ you, will you feel safer when the city is 
‘talking’ to you as well?

ENERGY
Research by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has shown 
that there is a direct relationship between the viability of an 
economy and the economy’s access to energy. Data comparing 
the amount of energy a nation consumed, per person, with its 
National Gross Domestic Product (GDP), was collected over 
a long period of time and is presented in the graph. The data 
points represent a small selection of nations and shows that as 
an economy moves from agrarian through industrialisation to 
full consumption, there is an equal rise in energy consumption. 
There also seems to be a level at which a society ‘optimises’ its 
energy use or begins to level out. I do not accept this and believe 
that the plateaux only indicate a ’subcontracting’ of one nation’s 
energy consumption to another. This is effectively ‘energy GDP 
out-sourcing’; one nation directly imports the majority of its 
goods from another. The classic example of this is the US whose 
‘energy GDP outsourcing’ is the direct foundation of China’s 
energy thirst.

There are two further to observe; the first is that the nation 
which is the greatest consumer of energy per person has also 
used up most of its internal energy sources. The second is 
that the two most populated nations in the world, China and 
India, are on the bottom left corner of the graph. These two 
heavily populated nations are currently intent on ‘moving up 
the ladder’. If every Chinese citizen drove an automobile like 
the average American, the world’s known oil supply would be 
consumed in six months. One needs only to think of congestion 
to grasp the sheer enormity of this. Traffic jams are typical in 
almost every large city in every country of the world today. This 
represents clogging up of the arteries in the economic engines 
of contemporary society. At some point, the hardening of these 
arteries or deep blockages, will reach a critical point. But, how 
soon?

DECENTRALISED POWER
The production of power for contemporary society must 
change. The industry is (albeit unwillingly) on the cusp of 
moving from a centralised industrial age to a significantly 
more modern distributed and decentralised paradigm. It is 
a shift which is highly political but completely necessary if 
we look at the power supply chain, where over half of the 
potential of the converted energy is lost in its distribution.

Electrical power remains one of the most fundamental 
infrastructural needs of contemporary society. For better 
or worse, it now underpins just about everything we do. 
Historically, power was created to spur the growth of 
industries which were in close proximity to production 
facilities. Over time, society’s thirst for energy far 
outstripped the capability of nearby sources to supply the 
requisite energy. Thus, large-scale power factories were 
located closer to the fuel infrastructure rather than the 
consumer infrastructure. These large plants were also 
located at some distance from urban centres due to their 
pollution, and the enormous transmission losses were 
simply accepted as a necessary part of the system.

There is an increasing capability for decentralising 
the production of power - think of this as moving from 
kingdoms to democracies, or the evolution of computation 
from the main-frame to desktops, laptops and to the PDA 
(Personal Digital Assistant). This involves the creation of 
multitudes of smaller power generation opportunities 
distributed throughout a region. These can range from small 
wind turbines to individual building-based fuel cells, to 
solar cells to smaller gas-fired turbines, all linked together. 
It is a systemic approach that increases both power security, 
as well as reducing the vulnerability of the power supply, by 
putting the producer and end-user in closer proximity. And, 
by using this method, there is the added benefit of tapping 
into the great potential of renewable energy.

When the power plant which is located in the Soweto 
township of Johannesburg was built, it provided energy 
for only a small minority of the population, excluding all 
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THE FUTURE. THE GROUP WAS TO PROVIDE A FORUM FOR PEOPLE  
INTERESTED IN IMPROVING THE DESIGN OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
AND THE QUALITY OF PLACES.

Above The IMF Energy/Wealth Ladder, Source: IMF/BP

THE ENERGY / WEALTH LADDER
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those who lived in the neighbourhood 
around it. It represented a centralisation 
of power at many levels. Today, in a 
reconstituted and democratic South 
Africa, it provides power for the entire 
population. More significantly, perhaps, 
can you imagine when all of the power 
that is generated is renewable? When 
the politics of petroleum no longer rules 
national interaction? Can you imagine 
when we no longer speak of energy 
shortages because we have become so 
efficient in the conversion of renewable 
energy? Can you imagine when every 
building produces enough power that it 
can also pay back the energy debt due to 
its creation?

URBANISM’S CEASELESS GROWTH
Cities occupy less than two per cent of the 
Earth’s land surface but house almost half 
of the human population. Almost 180,000 
people are added to urban populations 
each day, and the majority of this 
growth is occurring in the so-called ‘less 
developed’ countries where the urban 
expansion is expected to reach 50 per cent 
by 2020. As more and more people fill out 
the urban areas, and sprawl continues to 
consume arable land forcing an increased 
consumption of non-renewable resources, 
we need to ask: Where will everyone go? 
Where will the food come from and how 
will it get to the city? What will these 
urban centres look like?

We will have a considerable design and infrastructure 
dilemma when, by 2015, 23 cities in the world are projected to 
hold over 10 million people; all but four of which will be in less 
developed countries, and 60 per cent of the world’s population is 
expected to be urban by 2030. What kind of growth will it be? Is 
it possible to make an urban centre carbon neutral? Our future 
is very much tied into how we resolve and manage our cities’ 
growth. It is time that our urban health is brought to the top of 
the global political agenda. We must ensure that we know the 
limits to our growth and that we are doing our best to develop 
within those means. It is the only sustainable way.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
As we look ahead to the future, it is vital that we do not neglect 
the thousands of years of history which we have enjoyed. It will 
be with a small smile that we will observe the rediscovery of 
awnings and external shading devices on buildings. Civilisations 
in the past knew enough to keep the sun out of their homes in 
the summer and to allow it inside in winter. It was a pleasant 
surprise when I discovered the Studebaker advertisement from 
the early part of the last century. It seems that they already 
knew then that certain fuels were more appropriate to certain 
travel patterns. They presented an automobile which could 
have an electric engine for city travel or a gasoline engine for 
long distances. They had dual-fuel automobiles one hundred 
years before society recognised that they were needed. This is 
only one example of hundreds of ‘issues’ which are now being 
rediscovered. Perhaps we can learn lessons from the past.

HOPEFUL TRENDS
Population shifts, increasing scarcity combined with the wanton 
consumption of arable land and natural resources, amount 
to what could prove to be a significant global dilemma of 
disastrous proportion. We must hope that global awareness of 
the fragility of the planet is increasing. Progressive, developed, 
local and national governments are taking the initiative and 
setting examples of sustainability from a governance standpoint. 
China is well on the way to becoming the most polluted, and 
simultaneously, the most aggressive in setting new, more eco-
friendly design standards.

We have entered a crucial and sobering point in the history 
of mankind. Despite all the setbacks and mistakes, all is not 
lost, nothing is irreversible, and there is still time for corrective 
actions. As individuals within a glocalised society, we can pay 
attention to the toxic signs we have been given, and can choose 
to avoid slipping into continuous decline. Our future and how 
we choose to inscribe it into the built environment is very 
much ours to decide. The future of the world will not ultimately 
depend on technology or the economy. It will depend on what 
‘we’ the people decide. Amidst the ambiguity of the unwritten 
times ahead, one thing is certain, that the future and what we 
leave behind to those who come after us will be determined by 
us, whether we rise to the challenge or not.

Chris H Luebkeman, Director for Global Foresight and Innovation, Arup 
See www.2006.driversofchange.com
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Above 1905 Electric Studebaker electric vehicle advertisement,  
source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studebaker_Electric_(automobile).



Early 20th century science fiction writers, illustrators and 
film makers saw the city of the early 21st century as a place 
of technology run rampant, as Mansfield’s (1990) glimpse of a 
cosmopolis illustrates. In an earlier time when few people had 
telephones, radios and cars, they were predicting space travel 
and the ability of people to travel on jet skis through the sky. The 
second half of the century predicted and proposed that cities 
be housed in megastructures, and today such designs are being 
produced anew (eg Simpson, undated). What ultimately shaped 
the 20th century city were changes in modes of communication 
and, perhaps, refrigeration.

In thinking about the future city it is best to consider what 
is happening today first. Much is changing in life today but 
which changes, if any, will have an impact on the city except, 
perhaps, in the details. What unknown future technological 
developments will afford radical change? Certainly, changes in 
construction technology have freed architects to consider a wide 
array of shapes for their buildings.

WHAT IS CHANGING AND WHAT IS STATIC?
Our contemporary view is that life is changing more rapidly 

than ever before. That may be so, but the city is a robust place 
and people are adaptable too. Much in life is indeed changing. 
Access to information is now easier than it has ever been before; 
the way that business is conducted has undergone a great 
change and will continue to do so. Information technology 
developments have been promising great changes in city form 
for the past 40 years but the overall impact has been marginal. 
New medical techniques are being developed on a seemingly 
daily basis. People are generally getting wealthier and, it seems, 
more individualistic and materialistic. We are held to together 
by economic necessity and not by a sense of community (except 
perhaps at sporting fixtures). Household sizes decrease and 
the populations of many cities are become more diverse as the 
migration of populations around the world hasten. Precincts or 
neighbourhoods are taking on the patina of new populations.

City regions, if not their urban cores, around the world are 
increasing in populations, yet densities (except for cars) are 
decreasing and so cities that have maintained a consistent 

THE CITY IN 2031 AND BEYOND TO 2056
Jon Lang looks at the form and role of cities to come

MOST OF THE FOUNDER MEMBERS WERE HEAVYWEIGHTS IN THEIR  
PROFESSIONS, ARCHITECTS AND/OR PLANNERS, CONCERNED WITH THE  
LACK OF INTER-DISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION AND THE NEGLECT  
OF THE PUBLIC REALM.
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Above An early 20th century prediction of the early 21st century city, and 
a 1970s prediction of a city in orbit by 2030, from Mansfield (1990)



population size have increased in area. Information technology 
and the lack of need for face-to-face communication in business 
and education seem to have increased the demand for face-to-face 
contact.

The city is becoming more multi-nucleated as it spreads out 
and populations, perhaps particularly women, demand the 
attractions of the traditional central business districts closer to 
home. The role of woman and the lives of children have changed 
quite dramatically. Car ownership has too. Traffic problems 
are increasing as more and more cars compete for space. The 
increased traffic on city streets and the fear of anti-social 
behaviour continues to reduce the opportunities for individual 
mobility of children. Yet the fabric of cities and suburbs has 
changed little over the past 25 years, since 1981.

City administrations wish their cities to be prestigious with 
individual dramatic buildings set as objects in space. Developers 
and architects are seeking greater freedom. Highways continue 
to be built to make transportation between places rapid. At the 
same time people are becoming increasing worried about the 
state of the natural world and about the threat of global climate 
changes. Public mass transportation is making a slow comeback.

THE SHORT RUN FUTURE
Looking ahead to 2031, there will be few major differences to 
the current changes taking place in cities in Europe, North 
America and Australia, but there will be many for those in the 
rapidly expanding economies of Asian countries. Despite traffic 
problems, warnings about global warming, water shortages, 
pollution of various types and the growing gap between rich and 
poor, public officials will be slow to respond. While the world 
is increasingly a better place for most people I would like to be 
more optimistic that major problems will be addressed in the 
near future, but I cannot see that happening. We urban designers 
need to press harder.

IN EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA AND AUSTRALIA
There will be changes in the physical city during the coming 
25 years but they will not be dramatic. The cities will consist of 
some fine well-designed pedestrianised places – city and other 
centres – with vehicular and marginally better public transport 
links between them. Cities will take on an even more multi-
nucleated form than they do at present as planners follow trends 
and encourage it. The relative importance of central business 
districts (CBDs) will decline but they will remain the symbolic 
core of urban regions. Indeed some will undergo regeneration.

The first rank cities of the global economy will see expansion. 
A number of highly sculptural buildings by the signature 
architects of the global economy will adorn them rather like 
sculpture gardens. Many cores of metropolitan areas in Europe 
in Europe and North America will, however, face continuing 
decline. The problem will be to design for contraction. Major 
regional centres will play an increasingly significant role 
as places of employment, shopping and entertainment. 
Neighbourhood centres will be further apart and will provide a 
greater variety of offerings than those that 20th century planners 
envisaged. The ‘edge cities’ of the 20th century will become 
denser and more multi-functional; surface parking lots will give 
way to development as property prices increase, and they will 
become downtowns as many have already. The inner city will 
become a place for the wealthy and the traditional CBD will have 
more housing and will be as much a centre for entertainment as 
for business and retail.

In many ways the design ideas of the first part of the 20th 
century will be seen at work as planners and property developers 
work hand-in-hand in urban development. Two forces will be 
at work in shaping the urban designs within the city: one will 
be striving for small-scale environmental quality as a city for 
pedestrians, children and birds, etc, the other will be striving 
to make the city more and more compatible for automobile 
transportation. The increased cost of petroleum will have no 
effect on the layout of the city until well into the 2020s.

The first force will also have a major effect on neighbourhood 
quality. The ‘new urbanism’ will have gone its way as an 
ideological force but will have left behind a concern for the 
quality of neighbourhood centres as pleasant places to be. Much 
urban design work will be focused on upgrading neighbourhoods 
and designing new ones.

THE CITIES OF THE EXPANDING ECONOMIES
There are two scenarios for what the future city in the expanding 
Asian economies will be like. The first will be ‘business as 
usual’ and the second is where new knowledge about how cities 
function will be embraced. The results of both approaches will be 
there in 2031 for all to see.

THE ‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ SCENARIO
Economic success will be accompanied by bombast. The 
gulf between rich and poor will widen. Cities will consist of 
centres of tall multi-shaped buildings sitting as objects in 
space, small preserved precincts of the best-loved areas of 
the 20th century city, single-use zones of various types, gated 
residential areas of either villas or multi storey complexes 
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set in verdant surroundings. Much housing for lower income 
groups will resemble the mass housing schemes of Eastern 
Europe in the 1960s. The latter will be endless seas of Pruitt-
Igoe or Thamesmead, as migrants pour into the cities from the 
countryside. Bicycles will be replaced by motorbikes and then 
by cars by 2020. The emphasis will be on designing for the rapid 
movement of automobiles.

Modernist siting ideas will hold sway in the urban design of 
business areas and middle-income residential areas. There will be 
more Lujiazuis and central Beijings. In architecture, post-modern 
trends will continue in two forms: as decorated sheds, in Robert 
Venturi’s terms, with their facades being either modernistic 
ventures in glass, steel and polished stone or they will consist 
of a mix of a poorly integrated classical components. Some will 
be a mixture of the two! They will stand as splendid individual 
statements representing the aspirations of companies of the 
global economy. Both public officials and citizens will take great 
pride in the accomplishment of these developments as examples 
of their achievement in modernising and being up-to-date. 
Walking amongst them will not be particularly pleasant.

By 2020 the tide will have turned and new developments will 
be considerably more discrete. During the period between 2020 
and 2031 planners, public officials and citizens will start to look 
ahead and will be asking serious questions about what the future 
of the city should be like. They will have learned their lesson, and 
I hope, much earlier than this.

THE OPTIMISTIC SCENARIO
Developments in our knowledge about creating more energy-
efficient and liveable and lively cities will be embraced by some 
urban administrations, perhaps pressured by urban designers. 
The city will be multi-nucleated with centres linked by rapid 
transit systems but cars driven by alternatives to fossil fuels will 
still be a major mode of transportation. Efforts will be made to 
make the city pedestrian and child friendly. It will be a good city 
for songbirds. It will be less modernistic in appearance, but more 
modern.

New modes of obtaining and handling water, disposing of 
sewage and other wastes will increasingly be brought into action 
from 2010. Parks in temperate and tropical climates will have 
canopies of trees to reduce the heat island effect of hard surfaces. 
Some major highways will be demolished and turned into public 
amenities as in San Francisco and Cheonggyecheon, Seoul.

The architecture of buildings will be more discrete and 
climatically appropriate. The emphasis will be to celebrate 
locality in the design of the public realm and architecture. Much 
will be learnt from the traditional cities and put into place. 
The city will have a hierarchy of centres each with its own 
character through a different mixture of activities, and designed 
with climate in mind. A sense of community will have been 
rediscovered through having to deal with common problems.

THE CITY IN 2056
The population numbers in European cities will be similar to 
those in 2006. In them much will remain as it is now, but ‘crunch 
time’ will, however, have come to cities and countries around 
the world. Between 2020 and the 2050s cities will be forced to 

address many problems. Although superficially, cities will be 
similar to those of today, the city in 2056 will have gone through 
considerable change during the previous generation.

The details will differ. The handling of sewage will be less 
dependent on water, parks and other open spaces will have 
indigenous plants and character. Cars will be important means 
of transportation, but increases in fuel costs and congestion 
will have resulted in denser multi-centred cities linked by rapid 
transit systems that would overshadow systems in today’s 
Singapore and Hong Kong. Much transport will be by bicycles 
so there will be a starlike network of covered bicycle paths 
stretching out from each centre.

The centres will be of equal importance with wedding cake 
profiles except in the older cities where the traditional centre 
will continue to house regional institutions, and a mixture of 
commercial, entertainment and residential facilities. Higher 
income groups will inhabit the edges of the core in dense row 
housing and apartments. Lower income groups will be relegated 
to the periphery and will have to travel further. Overall the city 
will be greener and the abstract compositional forms of the early 
21st century will have given way to a greater emphasis on an 
ecologically sound city, and buildings will be shaped to allow for 
sunshine on the roofs of buildings to house solar cells.

POSTSCRIPT
I would love to be optimistic about the immediate future. The 
impact of urban design work over the past 50 years has resulted 
in some fine, if not perfect, developments around the world 
and we can be proud of them. But I would like to believe that 
we will have created a new set of generic design solutions that 
use our knowledge of cities to provide better urban lifestyles 
for the young and old. These generic solutions need to be more 
culturally and climatically specific than those that most planners 
and urban designers use today. We can think creatively about 
the nature of the future city but novelty cannot be regarded as a 
synonym for creativity.

The city will be an exciting place to be for middle class men 
and women. I doubt that it will give children the independence 
of movement that they had in the 1950s and I hope it will be a 
fine one for the frail elderly!

Jon Lang, University of New South Wales
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The late Samuel Goldwyn, who coined the immortal phrase 
‘Include me Out’, also allegedly once said that one should never 
try to forecast anything, especially about the future. But he was 
over-pessimistic: sometimes you can get it right. In Anticipations 
(1901), H G Wells foresaw both the coming of the motorways 
and the impact they would have on space and location in Britain. 
All of the southern half of England, he said, would become a 
single urban region, tied together by the motorways and by other 
‘nervous connections’. Even he did not get all it quite correct: 
his pneumatic parcels tubes failed to happen, but we have email 
instead. If it proved possible for Wells to forecast some elements 
of life a century ahead, it should be much easier to forecast a 
mere quarter century into the future.
• If in fact we cast back to an identical period, to 1981, we can 
easily see that forecasting in practice tends to consist of two 
elements:
• one is easy because it depends on long-term trends that are 
quite persistent, ie we could easily have predicted a doubling of 

income per head and the consequences for car ownership, travel 
and leisure patterns
• the other is extraordinarily difficult because it involves a very 
few key developments that will change many if not most of our 
assumptions. In the past 25 years these have been both technical, 
like the personal computer (just coming on to the market in 
1981) and the world wide web (invented eight years later); they 
may also be political, like the fall of communism in 1990, or the 
establishment of the European Union in 1992, which change a 
great deal.

I want to consider each in turn; then to discuss the probable 
spatial outcomes.

RELATIVE CERTAINTIES
The elements unlikely to change fundamentally are as follows:
• There is unlikely to be a major war, but there could be many 
local wars in areas of instability (like the Middle East) and many 
terrorist attacks on urban civilian targets.
• Population growth in Europe, including the UK, will slow but 
there will be compensating migration flows from less developed 
parts of the world to more developed parts, within as well as into 
the European Union. If immigration policies remain relatively 
open – as they may well, because we need the labour today and 
will continue to need it – this could significantly affect future 
population forecasts.
• There will be quantum leaps in our ability to treat certain 
kinds of diseases, especially cancers, to such an extent that 
we will see an appreciable lengthening of life spans. These 
could begin to modify the present population projections. 
But they would also result in the already worsening burden of 
dependency, especially an increase in the ‘old old’: the really 
dependent and expensive-to-treat old.
• The globalisation of the economy, the transition from a 
manufacturing to an informational mode of production, the 
feminisation of the labour force, the destructuring of firms 
and the development of flexible specialisation, and the critical 
importance of both education and training for entry into the 
labour force are all now so commonplace as to be hardly worthy 
of remark. They will continue to work through, but they are 
nearing completion.
• Long-term economic growth will continue (with the usual 
short-term cyclical variations), and make us twice as rich. This 
means that the standard of living of the average person will 
approach that of the richest 20 per cent of the population today. 
Many more households will own a large house or apartment, 
equivalent roughly to that owned today by the director of a large 
company, and at least one car for every adult of the household, 
and a second home, perhaps in some exotic and distant place.
• But inequality of incomes is likely to increase, because people 

BRITAIN 2031
Professor Sir Peter Hall describes key socio economic trends for the next 
25 years and what they will mean for city regions
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with greater educational and skill advantages will be able to 
command greater salaries. One real uncertainty is the political 
reaction to this. It may well prove acceptable as long as the 
majority is enjoying improved living standards. But a continuing 
challenge will be the stubborn persistence of an under-educated 
minority, who will find it increasingly difficult to enter any 
kind of meaningful or satisfying work. Their demoralisation 
and alienation could well grow, leading to increasing threats of 
public disorder and self-segregation by the affluent majority.
• The basic digital revolution will have run its course, bringing 
an unimaginable wealth of education and entertainment directly 
into our homes at the touch of a button. Providing electronic 
value-added services will become a major industry in its own 
right, largely in place of conventional publishing. There will be 
personalised electronic newspapers and books, catering for our 
interests and tastes.

UNCERTAINTIES AND DISCONTINUITIES
• A medical nightmare, in the shape of a new plague or a strain 
of drug-resistant disease, would mark a return to the days before 
antibiotics and penicillin, which could have rather serious effects 
on all our demographic predictions. Avian influenza, mutating 
to humans, is the most obvious presently; there could well be 
others.
• Truly interactive digital television, rapidly converging 
with personal computer technology, will have revolutionised 
education and will render much of the present teaching force 
redundant, although it should allow some to retrain to do 
new jobs, producing the new programs and offering personal 
interaction with students, both on-line and face-to-face.
• Large numbers of junior and middle-level clerical jobs 
will have been swept out of existence by offshoring and 
developments in information technology, affecting women 
workers in particular who have entered the workforce in such 
huge numbers in the last quarter century.
• There could well have been a radical development in the shape 
of direct person-to-machine interface, whereby thoughts in the 
brain would directly interrogate data bases (‘Google in the Head’) 
without the need for intermediate hardware. This possibility is 
already emerging in advanced medical prosthetics; it is only a 
matter of time before it becomes generalised.
• However, information coming through the ether and down the 
cable is unlikely to reduce the need for travel. Watch an opera 
or a rock concert on video, and the next time the performance 
appears live you’ll want to go and catch it.
• The implication is that if the population divides its time 
between two and three homes, with jobs that are no longer 
located in one place at all, and with the desire and the means 
to engage in exotic consumption patterns, then there will be 
more and more travel: between bits of jobs, even if some time is 
spent at home; between two homes; and to exotic places, because 
people will have the money to do it.
• Concerns about global warming may well have increased, 
reaching crisis proportions, with demands to alter our living 
patterns in a quite fundamental way, in particular, to reduce 
mechanised travel. One likely result is increasingly severe taxes 
on flying, which will raise its real cost back to 1970s levels, before 

the great increase in low-cost mass travel. Some of the resulting 
demand will be diverted to rail.
• There is a very high probability that we will have a successor 
to today’s internal combustion engine, which incidentally 
would render oil relatively unimportant and the Middle East as 
geopolitically negligible as it was before 1920. This is because 
there will be huge pressure to develop a zero pollution vehicle, 
or more accurately a ZEV [Zero Emission Vehicle] at affordable 
purchase and running costs. The experts suggest that we may get 
this within a decade or so anyway, particularly if governments 
apply pressure to the industry as they tried, and very nearly 
succeeded in doing, in California.
• In addition, technology will allow automatic guidance of 
suitably equipped vehicles, rather like the trains on London’s 
Docklands Light Railway. We’ve recently begun to see the 
emergence of such systems under the acronym PRT (Personal 
Rapid Transit). Ironically, this would allow further growth of 
mechanised mobility while resolving most of the valid current 
objections to it. Given tremendous pressures from the ordinary 
man and woman and the car lobby to keep things as they are, 
pressures from governments to do something about the side 
effects, if offered that kind of Faustian bargain, we’ll grab it with 
both hands.
• One answer could be a differential system of taxation, which 
levies low rates of taxation on cars running in automated 
ZEV mode in the cities (as London’s mayor is already doing, 
by remitting the congestion charge on hybrid vehicles like 
the Toyota Prius), and high rates of tax on cars running any 
other way, perhaps with a dual-tariff system for basic use and a 
swingeing penalty for high use.
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• Policy will seek to restrain the growth of travel, perhaps at 
best keeping traffic at its present-day levels, but this will be a 
major challenge. Led by progressive cities in more progressive 
countries, like Freiburg, Zürich, and Copenhagen, we will 
maximise accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport, 
minimising the need to use the car.
• There will be huge pressure to develop a Low Emission 
Airplane. Whether this will fly by 2031 is a major uncertainty.

SPATIAL OUTCOMES
• Globalisation and the shift to the informational economy 
will give special value to large cities as centres for efficient face-
to-face information exchange. They are the locations of major 
hub airports and high-speed train stations; they also are hubs 
for commuter traffic. But they also experience some economic 
disadvantages: high rents, congestion, pollution, the costs of 
attracting middle- and junior-level staff. City centres will retain 
their unique role in providing the most efficient and therefore 
the most favoured locations for advanced services, which will 
dominate the new economy, due to their historical strength and 
because radially-oriented transport systems focus on them. Even 
the high priests of cyberspace, like Bill Gates or Bill Mitchell of 
MIT, agree with this.
• But certain activities (‘back offices’, research and development) 
will migrate outwards: to corridors leading to airports, suburban 
train stations, and country towns in the surrounding ring. So, an 
important additional element in future urban patterns will be 
the emergence of a European version of Joel Garreau’s Edge City, 
some at airport-to-rail transfer points and others at high-speed 
train and metropolitan transit system interchanges.
• There will be continuing social and economic pressures for 
further decentralisation from our large cities. Even if young 
people migrate into them for university education and their 
first jobs, they will move out as they have families. This will 
lead to continued growth of polycentric ‘mega-city’ regions, 
particularly in what EU planners now call ‘the Pentagon’, 
bounded by London, Paris, Milan, Munich and Hamburg, but 
also around the largest political and commercial capital cities 
in other regions of Europe (Copenhagen, Madrid and Berlin). 
The mega-city region seems destined to become the dominant 
urban form of the 21st century. The outstanding examples are 
the Greater South East region around London, Central Belgium, 
Randstad Holland, Rhine-Ruhr and Rhine-Main in Germany, and 
Northern Switzerland. Within such regions the fastest-growing 
places will continue to be smaller metropolitan areas in the outer 
rings; in the very largest and densest urban regions (South East 
England, Randstad Holland), there is a process of long-distance 
deconcentration from the main central city to rings of medium-

sized cities in the surrounding rural areas.
• This will bring concerns about sustainability. Planners will 
aim for a policy of ‘concentrated deconcentration’ guiding 
decentralised growth, wherever possible, to development 
corridors along strong public transport links, including high-
speed ‘regional metros’, such as those under construction 
around Stockholm and Copenhagen, planned for London, or 
even along true high-speed lines such as London-Ashford, 
Amsterdam-Antwerp or Berlin-Magdeburg. Of course, these 
would not be corridors of continuous urbanisation, but clusters 
of urban developments, around train stations and key motorway 
interchanges that offer exceptionally good accessibility. Some 
of these sites could be at considerable distances, up to 150 
kilometres, from the central metropolitan city. The result would 
be the creation of a ‘beads-on-a-string’ structure, combining 
small mixed-use urban developments clustered along strong 
public transport spines, representing most sustainable form of 
urban development. Lastly, there will be a strong compulsion 
to create mixed-use, walking-scale neighbourhoods and to link 
them either by conventional public transport, including regional 
metro systems, or by new systems such as automated car travel.

Professor Sir Peter Hall, Bartlett Professor of Planning and Regeneration, University 
College London
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Looking into the future is always an intriguing and challenging 
task, but not one to be avoided. Examining cities 25 years ago to 
see what the outcomes were is a pessimistic view of the future, as 
we should all be able to do better than that. Transport provides a 
good example of this rather unimaginative view; taking figures 
for UK travel over the period 1980-2005-2030, the picture is 
one of increased car dominance, reductions in public transport 
use, cycling and walking, but some increases in rail use. The 
expectations are that the trends observed in transport modes 
over the past 25 years, will moderate as we move into the next 25 
years, but travel will increase substantially, from about 8,000kms 
per person each year in 1980 to 10,000kms in 2005 (+35%) and 
nearly 13,000kms in about 2030 (+19%). It is not clear why the 
growth rates will decrease, as the assumptions embedded in the 
forecasts are based on increased incomes and low fuel prices.

The implications of such a future are bleak, as cars demand 
space and space is at a premium in cities. Also transport 
produces substantial ‘externalities’ that need to be addressed, 
ie pollution, accidents, noise, congestion and a loss of quality 
within the urban environment. In addition, the car is not 
available to everyone and it is likely that some 32 per cent of 
the population will always need others to drive them around, 
being either too young, too old, or unable to afford to run a car 
(Banister, 2005).

Improvements will occur as technological innovation 
reduces emissions from vehicles; it is also likely that demand 
management will be instrumental in limiting access by polluting 
vehicles to city centres, and charging will be commonplace. 
There will be low speed zones (maximum speed 20km/hr), zero 
emissions zones (no polluting vehicles) and substantial use 
of intelligent infrastructure systems to ensure the best use of 
available capacity. This ‘business as usual’ future is a distinct 
possibility, but can we do better?

SMART TRANSPORT FOR SMART CITIES
David Banister presents visions of future transport in cities
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THE OPTIMIST’S VIEW
The optimist’s view of the future would be to look at the 
desirable future city in terms of its purpose, function and 
qualities. It should be a place where people want to live, work 
and play, where businesses want to locate, with affordable 
housing, open spaces and a safe environment – ie the ‘smart’ city. 
The role that transport has to play in achieving this vision needs 
to be identified. This might seem self evident, but historically 
many problems within cities have been seen as transport 
problems requiring transport solutions. The real links between 
cities and transport have not been articulated and this is due in 
part to the traditions of transport planners and those of urban 
designers.

Underlying much of the new thinking in transport arises over 
key concerns for sustainability. With more than 50 per cent of 
the world’s population now being ‘urban’ (in the UK the figure is 
over 80 per cent according to Defra, 2004), it is about cities. There 
the full range of jobs, housing, health, education, shopping and 
leisure facilities can be provided, and face-to-face contact can be 
maintained. Given the city’s importance for economic, social 
and environmental development, what then is the future for 
transport? Three main elements of ‘smart’ transport for ‘smart’ 
cities can be identified.

1. Space in cities should be returned to the people. The space 
between buildings should be public spaces, and be of a high 
quality and safe for people to use for walking, relaxing, talking, 

playing and enjoying life. They should be attractive and offer a 
quiet and pollution-free environment. The technology is now 
available to make efficient use of road space, so that streets could 
occasionally be closed to traffic, and used for markets, cafés or 
as play areas; around schools streets could be car-free for certain 
times of the day. Apart from creating space that people want 
to use, pedestrianisation, the creation of home zones and safe 
school areas may prove to have commercial benefits, with higher 
rent levels and house prices, or retail turnover.

2. Technology in transport. There may be two choices here – 
using low or high technology. The low technology approach uses 
busways, cycleways and walkways to provide high levels of local 
accessibility, while longer distance journeys to the city are by rail, 
metro or tram. Using existing technology virtually pollution-
free transport can be provided through electric power derived 
from renewables, alternative fuels (bioethanol and biodiesel), 
and fuel cells in buses and delivery vehicles (for example the 
CUTE bus project in London). There would be no need to own a 
car in the city, as all travel could be undertaken locally, by public 
transport or taxi. If trips to areas without public transport were 
necessary, cars could be rented. Substantial areas of road space 
could be released if the requirements for on-street car parking 
were reduced.

Alternatively, there could be higher technology transport 
with investment in moving walkways, personal rapid transit 
(ULTra) and smart public transport (Mobilicity). In each case, 
new or adapted infrastructure is required and the energy sources 
used need to be carbon-free electricity and fuel cells.

These hybrid technologies offer huge opportunities to 
reduce pollution in cities through the combined use an electric 
engine at low speeds, supplemented by a conventional engine 
(petrol or diesel) to increase power when needed. The battery is 
charged by the conventional engine and by using regenerative 
braking. Combined with alternative (low carbon) fuels, these are 
potentially very efficient engines with very low emissions levels 
- the CO2 emission levels being well under 100g/km, as compared 
with the average new car level of 174g/km (SMMT, 2005).

Two points are important though about technological 
‘futures’. Firstly, when considering innovative technologies, a 
25 year time horizon is quite short to achieve mass production 
and market penetration. It takes five to eight years for prototype 
models to come to market, and with an annual turnover rate 
of about 10 per cent in the car stock, 25 years is the minimum 
period of time for hybrid vehicles to saturate the market. In 2005, 
only 3,500 Toyota Prius cars (104 CO2g/km) were sold in the UK 
out of a new car market of over 2.5 million. Secondly there are 
the potential rebound effects of technology, as people think that 
they are being ‘greener’, so travel more. In reality, all motorised 
travel uses resources, not just in the mode of transport used, but 
also in the construction (and decommissioning) of the vehicle, 
and in the physical infrastructure and supporting services 
including information, policing, and the emergency services etc.

3. Behavioural change is also a key to the vision of the ‘smart’ city 
when it comes to transport. People need to be involved in the 
decision-making process and empowered to facilitate change. 
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The main battle to achieve sustainable local environments is 
to convince individuals that they can and should be part of the 
process of change. Otherwise individuals are very creative in 
maintaining the status quo. Public acceptance of change and 
the benefits of reallocating road space, of charging for the use of 
that road space, and in creating high quality local urban places 
presents the key to real progress. There are many situations 
where the expectations and outcomes of policy interventions 
in urban transport do not match up, and often for very good 
reasons. Perhaps to facilitate change, we need to look for 
demonstration projects where good outcomes have actually been 
realised (such as congestion charging in London), or where the 
combination of small changes actually trigger larger changes (for 
example, in the number of people cycling).

Cities offer a wonderful opportunity to provide high quality 
living compatible with the principles of sustainable urban 
development. Most travel would be local, and facilities led 
by strong communities and neighbourhoods. Higher order 
functions in the city would be accessible by public transport, 
and recreational and social activities could also be carried out on 
public transport or in rented cars. Imagine car-free cities that were 
safe, quiet and non-polluted. Essentially, we are trying to create 
the sort of environment in cities that many people perceive only 
to be available in the countryside. The advent of new technology 
allows for non-polluting public transport, and over a longer 
period of time (say to 2050) clean cars, but there may be no need 
for such vehicles. This vision may appear idealistic, but in many 
UK and European cities, particularly medium sized and historic 
cities, this transformation has already taken place.

Transport provision must no longer adversely dominate 
city design, but instead play an important supporting role in 
improving the quality of life in the city. There are four main 
elements that the urban designer and planner should be looking 
at in reducing the impact of travel:
• The first is to explore the means by which fewer trips can 
be made, through location policies that make all services and 
facilities accessible to the users. This means that ‘trip chaining’ 
(i.e. ‘mixed use’ trips) can take place where several activities are 
combined into one round trip rather than a series of individual 
journeys.
• The second is to reduce travel distances, and this again can 
be achieved by location decisions, as shorter distances mean 
that less use is made of the car and more use of public transport, 
cycling and walking.
• Third, the occupancy levels of all forms of transport (including 
the car) should be raised, as this means that the environmental 
costs of all movement is minimised.
• Finally, the most environmentally advanced technologies 
should be used to reduce the use of carbon based fuels and 
emissions levels.

THE REALIST’S VIEW
The realist’s view lies somewhere between the pessimist’s 
and the optimist’s views. Cities are changing from centres 
of production to centres of consumption, as much of the 
manufacturing traditionally associated with cities is outsourced 
overseas. Cities will remain as centres of finance and the service 

sector, providing important roles for government, education, 
health and leisure (including shopping). They will operate for 24 
hours and be international in their networking. This means that 
to maintain and enhance their competitive position, they need 
to invest in a high quality infrastructure that allows flexibility 
in its use. The economic arguments for agglomeration will be 
strong, with perhaps greater emphasis being placed on clusters of 
innovation, where specialisation takes place because of key local 
advantages; not all cities will be the same.

The car will still have a major role in 25 years time, but low 
speeds in leisure, residential and shopping areas will dominate 
(20 and 30km/hr), safety will be substantially improved, and 
access will be limited for many areas by time of day. Low speed 
and safe vehicles mean that the age for driving could be reduced 
(maybe to 13 years of age) and the elderly will drive more 
frequently (to 85 years and over). There would be no pollution 
from vehicles in the city, although hybrid, fuel cell and electric 
technologies may still use some non-renewable energy. Priority 
will be given to vehicles using renewable energy, generated 
locally from biomass and waste from the city.

Cities will return to being multi-use and reintegrated. The 
separation and fragmentation caused by incompatible land 
uses and the car will be reversed, as cities become centres of 
activity built around localised places linked to global networks. 
Individuals need to be given ownership and responsibility for 
the quality of their local environment. They need to accept the 
arguments for the sustainable city and their contribution to it, 
and they need to appreciate the benefits that can accrue to them 
individually and to society as a whole. Alternatively, we could 
just either shrink the car so that it is more suited to the urban 
environment, or we could promote the ‘stackable’ car.

Professor David Banister, The Bartlett School of Planning University College 
London. He will be Professor of Transport Studies, at the Transport Studies Unit, 
Oxford University Centre for the Environment from October 2006.
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ONE PARTICULAR ZENITH WAS REACHED WHEN 
FRANCIS TIBBALDS WAS ELECTED THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE ROYAL TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE, THEREFORE 
BEING ABLE TO BRING THE MESSAGE TO A MUCH 
WIDER CONSTITUENCY AND RAISING THE PROFILE OF
THE GROUP.

Above The supermarket trolley solution? The stackable, shareable, electric two seater 
car design at MIT for their Smart Cities project, The Guardian 29 December 2005



CITIES ARE THEIR OWN THINGS
In certain parts of southern France, we can see the remains of 
circular dry stone buildings constructed by corbelling. People 
ask what they are, and expect to hear that they are primitive 
dwellings, tombs, shrines, or places to keep tools. They also 
find that remains of the same constructions can be found in the 
Orkney Islands and South Africa. So, there is a mystery - what 
were all these buildings for? What did they express about the 
people who built them?

Of course there is no mystery. What we are talking about is a 
building technique which can be used for whatever the builder 
decides. The generic form of the buildings is not an expression 
of a particular purpose, it is given by the technique, and so it has 
been discovered many times in different parts of the world.

The aim of this homily is to suggest we may be in danger of 
making the same mistake about cities. Part of the 20th century 
wisdom about cities was that they are somehow produced by, and 
so are expressions of, economic and social processes. When faced 
with changes in these, we expect cities to change with them, 
as many expect cities to change under the social and economic 
impact of information technology. But if cities are so sensitive 

to social and economic circumstances, why have most of them 
taken the same generic form throughout history, even though 
they have been built over long periods of time and in diverse and 
changing circumstances?

The answer is that cities are not produced by social and 
economic processes in a direct sense, but by the act of building 
in the light of these processes. Constructing densely aggregated 
structures in relatively confined areas, so that they are 
intelligible to and usable by human beings, places powerful 
constraints on what can and cannot be done. It gives rise to 
many of the most interesting and familiar properties of cities, for 
example, being networks of streets lined with buildings. Other 
generic features then arise from the fact that human beings move 
about in cities for their daily business, making some areas more 
animated than others. Cities have their own logic and if we fail to 
understand this, we cannot make much sense of how economic 
and social factors place their imprint on them.

UNDERSTANDING THE GENERIC FORMS FIRST
The space syntax movement was the first research programme 
which aimed primarily to understand the generic form of cities, 

THE GOLDEN AGE FOR CITIES? HOW WE DESIGN  
CITIES IS HOW WE UNDERSTAND THEM
Professor Bill Hillier sets out research priorities for the 21st century city
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in the hope that, once this was understood, we would be able to 
detect the effect on the city of other factors. Space syntax works 
by looking at cities space-first, in the belief that, as objects, cities 
are essentially networks of spaces produced by successive acts 
of building. Its aim was to develop methods precise enough to 
show in a clear way what seemed to be intuitive: that in different 
cultures, at different times in history, and even in different parts 
of the same city, the network of space was structured differently, 
and this had consequences for the character of cities.

The key to understanding these consequences came with 
the discovery of what we now see as critical: the structure of the 
street network as a primary shaper of movement flows along 
different streets. Because it shapes movement, the network 
also shapes land use patterns, since movement-seeking land 
uses such as retail need locations which the network has made 
‘movement rich’, while others, often including residential uses, 
seek the opposite. With multiplier effects, space syntax showed 
that cities tend to evolve towards a generic dual form: a network 
of linked centres at all scales (from a couple of shops and a 
café through to whole sub-cities) set in a wider background of 
residential space.

This network of linked centres forms the global structure 
of the city, and comes from the influence on space of micro-
economic activity; this uses space to maximise movement and 
‘co-presence’ (ie the clustering of similar activities). Since this 
works the same way the world over, the global spatial structure 
of cities tends to take a universal form. The local background 
of residential space reflects the need to control and modulate 
movement and co-presence in the image of a specific residential 
culture, and since these are different in different parts of the 
world, or even in the same city, culture generates differences in 
the background space of cities. Cites are dual products. On one 
hand, micro-economic forces shape the space in which we do 
things together. On the other, cultural forces shape local space in 
support of different kinds of cultural and lifestyle memberships.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE URBAN GRID IS THE KEY
Recently we have shown that the grid which sets this process 
in motion is even more subtle: it is the pattern of angular and 
geometric relations of connected linear spaces, not metric 
distances, that people use in moving around in the city (Hillier 
and Iida 2005). It is the architecture of the street network as a 
whole (neglected as it has been for decades by both research 
and practice) that forms the critical link between the structure 
and function of the city. Because this is now better understood, 
it has been possible to set up well-tested computer tools to take 
the street network of any city, and, working at the level of the 
street segment between intersections, analyse the potential for 
different kinds of activity within it.

The illustrations show the 285,000 street segments making 
up the structure of London within the M25 motorway analysed 
for through-movement potential for trips of any length (from 
red for high potential through to blue for low) and for trips of up 
to four kilometres. The power of such models for designing new 
parts for cities, or modifying old parts, is immense, and their use 
in support of innovative designs is spreading. With such models, 
we become used to making places that work, as examples like 
Brindleyplace, Trafalgar Square and the Millennium Bridge show.

One implication of this new theory is that it shows how 
cities can absorb new patterns of activity without dramatically 
changing their form. It is not the relations between specific 
activities that give the city its form, but the demands that 
different kinds of activity make on movement and ‘co-presence’. 
Because new patterns of human activity are always likely to 
vary in their demands for spaces with different potentials, we 
typically find that even radically new kinds of activity are able to 
find homes within the range of spaces that existing cities offer. 
This means we can design cities for changing patterns of activity, 
and not just for today.

SO WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE?
The relevance of this to urban futures is that cities are what they 
are generically, and nothing in the next two or 50 decades will 
change this. Cities will continue to adapt their detailed forms and 
structures to new needs, but will continue to be the same kind of 
marvellous, or mediocre, things that we know them to be already. 
So what will change?

Cities will become better cities because over the next two 
decades we will understand them much more deeply and 
be able evolve them better. But better does not mean more 
conservatively. It will be possible for experimental design to be 
informed by well-tested theory and site-specific evidence. By 
learning to use computers to model city processes we will be able 
to simulate the effects of our interventions, and paradoxically 
this will allow us to create urban patterns in which the human 
content of cities can flower as never before. Peter Hall’s suspicion 
at the end of his book Cities and Civilisation (1998) that we are 
heading towards a new golden age of cities may be right, and a 
new kind of urban research supporting evidence-based design 
experimentation could help to bring that about.

But there are many problems to solve; there are four core 
issues in urban design which should animate practice and 
research alike. Each is best expressed as a relation. At the strategic 
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EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICE WERE SCARCE IN 
BRITAIN AND FROM 1983 ONWARDS THE UDG STARTED 
ORGANISING STUDY TRIPS TO LESS KNOWN EUROPEAN 
DESTINATIONS SUCH AS THE FRENCH BASTIDES 
AND LATER, SHORTER VISITS TO CITIES SUCH AS 
BARCELONA AND PARIS WERE ORGANISED.

Left A segment angular analysis of the 285,000 street segments in London within 
the M25 showing through-movement potentials (syntactic choice) for trips of any  
length. The elevated sections of the A40 in the central area are omitted in this 
image.

Above A segment angular analysis of the 285,000 street segments in London within  
the M25 showing through-movement potentials (syntactic choice) for trips up to 
4km. The elevated sections of the A40 in the central area are omitted in this image.



level is the relation between the self-organising processes, 
without which cities are sterile, and conscious design and 
planning. Then there are three substantive relations which need 
to be understood much better, ie between the urban part and the 
urban whole, between movement and place, and between vitality 
and security.

SELF-ORGANISING, PLANNING AND DESIGN
The theories that are now being developed about the city are 
really all about how cities self-organise. Such theories can be 
scientific in that they can be formulated mathematically, and 
tested rigorously against first-hand evidence. We are entering 
the age when our theories about cities are refutable, and it is the 
refutability of theories, more than any other factor, that allows 
real knowledge to build up.

Does this mean that science will replace planning and design? 
On the contrary, planners and designers will increasingly be 
able to create interventions that work with the self-organising 
processes, and go with the natural flow of cities. This is not a 
step-change in what we mean by planning and design, but a 
change in degree. Cities were never ‘organic’, growing without 
human reflection and agency; cities grew by people reflecting 
on how the city had grown so far and working out what had to 
be done to adapt it to new needs or a larger scale. Most of the 
cities that we call ‘organic’ grew in this reflective-creative way. 
Planning and design will simply become better at the process of 
reflection and creation.

THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF PART AND WHOLE – OR THE  
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCALES
However our understanding of the self-organising city is still 
incomplete and many problems remain. For example, one of 
the most remarkable things about evolved cities, is that areas 
become differentiated, acquiring distinct characteristics, while 
maintaining continuity with adjacent areas. In the best cases, 
this gives us the sense we are both in a local place but within a 
big city at the same time. We sense that we are in the city at two 
scales.

Exactly how this works is a puzzle. In syntax, we call it the 
‘part-whole’ problem. If we look down on Milton Keynes from 
above, the ‘parts’ are quite clear, as is how the parts are linked 
to the whole by the grid. If we look down on London or Tokyo 
we find no such clarity. And yet on the ground it is London and 
Tokyo whose areas have a powerful local identity and the ‘two-
scale’ effect.

In some cases, we can see how this works spatially. Many 
of London’s ‘urban villages’ are focal points of area structures 
that we call a deformed wheel. The village is the hub, strong 
alignments form spokes to the rim, which is the larger scale 
grid. This forms the main structure of public space with quieter 
residential areas in the interstices. This is a classic urban pattern, 
but London is unusual in that this pattern is found at the local 
area level as well as at the level of the whole metropolitan area.

But there is no general understanding of the range of ways 
in which well-defined local urban parts come to form the urban 
whole. What is clear is that there is a strong interdependence 
between the two scales. The whole seems to make the parts, 
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Top Marylebone High Street is highlighted at a radius of between 750 and  
1,250 metres under segment angular analysis of through-movement potentials, 
weighting origins and destinations for length. Sections of New Cavendish Street 
and Upper Regent Street also show at this radius

Middle Lambs Conduit Street, a very local but lively shopping street, is found at least 
angle choice with origins and destinations weighted for length for trips up to  
250 metres

Bottom Leadenhall Market in the City of London is highlighted at metric radius  
100 metres on least angle choice with origins and destinations weighted for 
segment length. The missing segments are those below 100 metres in length, but 
they are still part of the analysis. 



On crime, there are two interlinked questions: the security 
of the dwelling and the security of the street. Current evidence 
tends to be polarised:
• purpose-built flats seem to be the most secure dwellings, but 
contribute least to street security.
• terraces are the most secure houses, but very insecure when 
they are subdivided.
• more crime tends to occur in busy areas, and so creates a 
problem for the police, but the risk to individuals is lower 
because the increase in the number of people on the streets is 
much greater than the increase in street crime.
• small numbers of residents living in mixed-use areas tend to 
be vulnerable to crime, but larger numbers seem to establish a 
residential culture and this diminishes risk to levels comparable 
to other residential areas. There is safety in numbers.

But the time for simple slogans is past. Many factors interact 
in creating a secure environment and getting one wrong can 
make it all flawed. Research cannot solve this on its own, and 
researchers need to work with designers on evidence-informed 
experiments.

REFLECTION AND CREATION
As a researcher, it is not perhaps surprising that I see the 

future of urban design and planning in terms of research 
priorities. How we design cities is how we understand them, and 
the process by which we make cities combines reflection and 
creation. Although the 20th century may not be remembered 
as a golden age for urban design, it may be remembered as the 
great age of experimentation and innovation through which 
we learned the core nature of our discipline. In this sense, the 
mistakes of the past could really contribute to a golden age for 
cities.

Professor Bill Hillier, Space Syntax Laboratory and the Bartlett School of Graduate 
Studies, University College London
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HOW THE GROUP RELATES TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY AS WELL AS LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES, HAS BEEN A CONTINUING SUBJECT OF DEBATE. ONE  
OUTCOME WAS A DOE-SUPPORTED PROGRAMME ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
WHICH RESULTED IN THE PUBLICATION ‘INVOLVING COMMUNITIES IN  
URBAN DESIGN’, COMPILED IN 1998 BY NICK WATES.

as well as vice versa. The breakthrough will come when we 
understand how creating areas that work is not just a matter of 
relating them to the immediate context, but also to their position 
in the larger urban scale and urban whole. New syntactic tools 
which vary the radius at which measures are applied are already 
beginning to throw light on this.

THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF MOVEMENT AND PLACE
A critical aspect of this will be changing our ideas about the 
relationship between movement and place. For decades, under 
the influence of transport engineering and our own architectural 
conceptions, we have thought of the city as a system of urban 
places linked by movement channels. By implication this has 
separated movement from place. It is now clear that movement 
is intrinsic to place, and the life of places is largely a function of 
how it is embedded in the larger scale spatial pattern of the city 
and the movement potential its creates.

We can find clues in another pervasive two scale effect in 
existing cities. Whatever scale of space we are in, the space 
gives us information on two levels: about where we are, and 
about where we might be. Where we are comes from the two 
dimensional space around us and how it is formed by the 
buildings. Where we might be comes from the lines of sight and 
potential movement which emanate from where we are, making 
us aware of more distance spaces. This is particularly true of 
public open spaces which in order to work well need linear 
connections into the larger scale grid, roughly in proportion to 
their local two-dimensional scale.

This double-scaling of space seems to be the key to using 
movement potentials in an integral way in creating places. We 
have already seen over the past two decades how concepts of 
connectivity and permeability have moved us from the closed 
area thinking of the mid 20th century. But this must go much 
farther. Permeability without movement is usually hazardous, 
and connectivity will not work if the connection is not also 
between scales. The critical thing is that the architecture of the 
larger scale urban grid must become an intrinsic part of the 
design process for cities, since all the evidence is that we cannot 
make real urban places without it.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VITALITY AND SECURITY
Another issue is the relationship between vitality and security. 
There are two key aspects - social malaise and crime. On social 
malaise, the key question is: do we collect social disadvantage 
into zones or a patchwork of small and distinct areas, as the 
French do and we have done in the past (with seemingly 
disastrous results), or do we try to mix things up more radically?

Again the self-evolved city has some interesting lessons. Just 
as the French city tended to organise social advantage vertically, 
and the German city front to back, for the English it was the 
different faces of the urban block. Continuing along the same 
alignment, you would tend to pass the same grade of housing, 
but in turning a corner it would change. The same formula 
applied to different kinds of activity, and so different activities 
could exist in the same area without obvious conflicts. We need 
research and design experimentation to see how far such ideas 
might be applicable in a modern context.

Above The same analysis for Covent Garden showing least angle choice segment 
length weighted for trip radius 100 metres
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If we take a pessimistic view of the year 2031, but within 
the bounds of probability, large numbers of the world’s 
population could be under water and the rest engaged in a ‘war 
of resources’. Alternatively, a utopian vision imagines global 
peace and the mission to reduce emissions so well advanced 
that climate-change has receded as a threat. Sadly, that is less 
probable because it will need unfeasible political, religious and 
cultural realignment on a world scale, as well as an unlikely 
technological breakthrough.
So, before conjuring up ‘the way we live 2031’, here is a relatively 

optimistic picture from within the 
bounds of the possible:
• The diversification of energy supply, 
greater energy efficiency and the 
exploitation of oil reserves outside the 
Middle East, will have helped bring 
about greater stability and a reduction of 
Western presence in the region.
• While the intensity and number of 
conflicts around the world may not be 
far below 2006 levels, genuine global 
negotiations on carbon use and trading 
will have progressed. The concept of 
‘contraction and convergence’ (C&C) of 
CO2 emissions will have been in place as 
policy for all the major world economies 
for 20 years (with a big helping hand 
through the 2008 election of Al Gore as 
US president). As a result the growing 
economies of China, India, Brazil, Iran 
and others will have produced large 
but anticipated and agreed increases in 
energy use leading to total emissions 
peaking just before 2031.
• This will have required a combination 
of lifestyle changes and technological 
development, particularly in solar energy 
in the big emergent economies (all of 
which are blessed with more sunshine 
than northern economies).
• So the worldwide understanding of the 
threat of climate change will have been 
the catalyst to bring political stability, 
as well as a mini-revolution in lifestyles 
away from consumerist ideal that first 
developed in the West and then was 
copied the world over in the 20th century. 
A creative and mature version of anti-
Western sentiment found throughout 
the Islamist world will have played 
a surprising part in this steady move 
away from materialism, leading to the 
marginalisation of fundamentalists of all 
kinds.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
The year 2031 is 25 years away, and it 
is useful to look an equal time-distance 
backwards and find clues that can be 
credibly extrapolated.

URBAN SPECULATIONS 2031
Sunand Prasad, the next president of the RIBA, describes how we might 
see a more political, social and physical localised future

1 Centaur Street, 
London by Solid Space 
Developments Ltd
Photo: Sebastian Loew



In 1982 the Falklands War was rescuing the Thatcher revolution 
from probable derailment. The 40 year consensus in Britain 
about the role of market forces, relationships between the public 
and private sectors, and the place of trades unions started to 
be overturned in way that few would have predicted. A new 
consensus now rules public investment and colours the idea of 
common purpose. In 1983 US President Reagan was describing 
the Soviet Union as an ‘evil empire’. Just three years later he 
was visiting Mikhail Gorbachev and withdrawing the phrase 
as belonging to a different era. The Berlin Wall came down in 
1989 symbolically ending the Cold War that had dominated 
international relations since 1945.

In 1982 Nelson Mandela was moved from Robben Island to a 
mainland prison, still only two thirds of the way through his 27-
year imprisonment. In 1989 my practice designed the mail order 
HQ for the anti apartheid movement, which was convinced that 
it would be around into the 21st century. There was no identity 
politics and ‘multiculturalism’ was not a word in common use. 
Only seven per cent of architects were women.

In 1982 the home computer was Time magazine’s ‘Machine 
of the Year’. The word ‘digital’ was entering common currency 
because of sound recording technology, and CDs had just arrived. 
There was no cheap international air travel, no keyhole surgery, 
nor the human genome project. There was also not to be any 
holography revolution, nuclear fusion did not become viable, 
space travel routine, nor the Japanese economy all powerful.

What this selective snapshot of the past 25 years shows 
is that much has changed - unpredicted and predicted. For 
urbanists perhaps the most politically significant trend of the 
past 25 years is the counterpart of globalisation: the erosion of 
local government. But at the same time, the idea of ‘buildings as 
objects’ has been overtaken by the importance of space and place-
making.

We only replace one per cent of our built stock with new build 
so 70 per cent of the 2031 built environment is already with us, 
perhaps more, because we go on increasing total stock. We still 
have planning committees.

A quarter of a century is just within the range of time 
intervals required between a technology achieving viable 
maturity and becoming commercially established. On that 
basis many scientists and others have predicted scenarios such 
as implanted human-computer interfaces, wide deployment of 
artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, cloning and artificial 
limb growth. My vision of how we will be living in 2031 and 
what the environment will look like therefore centres on ideas 
about locality, sustainability culture and place. Just like the 
technological scenarios it is of course hugely contingent on 
politics.

LOCALISM
Since the Thatcherite attrition of local authorities, in which 
some councils were complicit through their own ineffectiveness 
and corruption, we have struggled to devise the right scale of 
units of government; a scale that citizens can relate to. While 
New Labour turned out to be highly centralist and managerial, 
local experiments in governance continued with neighbourhood 
committees, ‘cabinet styles’ of government with scrutiny 

committees to streamline decision-making, and outsourcing 
service provision to (theoretically) take it out of the political 
arena. Quite separately from this level of local government, the 
constituent parts of the UK have proceeded with devolution, and 
it is illuminating that electorates have rejected a regional level 
of government for England. There are signs now that central 
governments of whichever party accept that any attempts to 
micromanage local government are structurally doomed. David 
Milliband in a speech in February 2006 said:

‘The local government reforms we are developing - a double devolution 
of power from Whitehall to the town hall, and from the town hall to 
citizens and local communities - are a major opportunity to rebalance the 
relationship between the state and the third sector.’

The welfare state has historically had an awkward relationship 
with the voluntary sector, because its proponents have never 
been comfortable with unelected bodies having power. Yet in this 
speech Milliband is promising a secure place for the voluntary 
sector in a new democratic settlement founded on localism. 
While Labour talks of double devolution, the Tories and Lib-
Dems espouse it by an earlier phrase: New Localism.

For a long time an emasculated local government structure was 
reduced to negotiating with private interests in an ad hoc way on 
behalf of collective interests, but unable to put together credible 
and proactive spatial plans that could be implemented through 
powers such as compulsory purchase. The omens are better than 
ever for the emergence of effective local government comparable 
to the proud city councils that achieved great deal for the 35 years 
each side of 1900. There is recognition of how cities may act as 
the focus of regional regeneration. In 2031 UK I see strong local 
government, relating directly to counterparts all over the world, 
facilitated and enabled by central government. For planning, 
this should mean a better settlement between the democratic 
and regulatory functions. A confident local state with the proper 
participation of its citizens will formulate plans, and frame the 
codes and regulations required to fulfil them. It will leave it to well 
resourced competent professionals to implement it.
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THE URBAN DESIGN ASSISTANCE TEAM (UDAT) HAD DEVELOPED IN THE 
UNITED STATES TO INVOLVE COMMUNITIES IN DETERMINING THEIR OWN 
FUTURE. THIS INFLUENCED THE ORGANISATION OF COMMUNITY PLANNING 
EVENTS BY THE UDG IN HARINGEY AND BURGESS PARK, AND A TRIP TO 
RUSSIA TO HELP IN THE PLANNING OF PERESLAVL-ZALESSKI.

Above The Global Commons Institute’s Contract and Converge scenario envisages 
growth in energy use in the Chinese, Indian and other expanding economies before 
the overall world demand converges to a (just) sustainable level in 2030
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But in terms of architecture and urban design, what will be 
the balance between local identity, global innovations and ideas 
instantly shared within moments of their conception? Rather 
than worry about such issues, I prefer to trust the unique mixture 
of people, history and landscape to produce unique solutions 
with whoever holds the metaphorical pencil.

SUSTAINABILITY
The transition away from the carbon economy is bound to 
involve different demand control and supply measures, from 
carbon trading and sequestration to a national grid supplied with 
tidal, wave and wind, and perhaps in the interim, nuclear power. 
But for designers of places and buildings it will also have many 
other implications.
• There will be a massive spread of micro-generation of energy 
and greater popular knowledge about energy generation, akin to 
interest in the internal combustion engine and vehicles in the 
20th century. People taking personal responsibility for energy 
use will mean that there will be a huge range of responses to 
the challenge: from ashes and sack cloth ascetics, to hedonistic 
‘techies’.
• Every development will have to be virtually carbon neutral 
to meet C&C targets and this will mean additional initial 
investment, in turn catalysing higher quality design and place-
making.
• There will be different patterns of travel both for business and 
pleasure:
• Innovation happens when intuition is allowed free rein, ideas 
spark between people, and empathy develops. For that, people 
need to be in the same place, often not a work-place. One of the 
biggest challenges for the low carbon future (barring a hydrogen, 
fusion or an anti-gravity miracle) is how to bring people together 
over large distances and across seas. There may be a resurgence 
of travel by sea perhaps with ships fitted out to support business 
and work. At the same time the internet and remote conferencing 
technology which is nearly market-ready will avoid a lot of 
travel, internal and international.
• As IT reduces the need for people to be in the same place 

simply to exchange functional information, we will appreciate 
the contribution of higher quality places to communication.
• Holiday flights cannot be sustained at anything like current 
levels. What does this do to the hedonistic escape to far away 
beaches, which enables many to make work bearable? Many 
of us live from holiday to holiday, anaesthetising the ennui 
of every day work. Perhaps the unavailability of cheap flights 
will mean that we have to get more involved in creating 
better surroundings, work conditions and communities of 
interest; it might actually be a boost to creating liveable urban 
neighbourhoods. It might also mean longer but fewer holidays 
requiring travel by ship and greater immersion in local cultures.
• I see ‘conservation’ and ‘new build’ ceasing to be polar 
opposites, but glued together instead by increasingly 
sophisticated urban design, with no fundamental distinction 
between them. This trend will be prompted by sustainability, for 
by 2031 we will have upgraded the thermal performance of all of 
the historic stock that it is appropriate to upgrade. For the stock 
that must be conserved intact, we will consciously account for its 
energy use.

THE SOCIAL DIMENSION
• Despite the increase from 60 to 65 in women’s pensionable 
age, there will be 15 million pensioners, four million more than 
now (more than half the increase in population) - one quarter 
of the entire population. Today there are as many people under 
16 as there are of pensionable age, by 2031 there will be four 
million more pensioners than under 16s. Over half of working 
people will be over 40. A key question is whether there will be 
concentrations of older people’s residential areas rather than 
mixed communities. The trend is towards building purpose-
designed communities to give support to older people. Will we 
see some mould-breaking social innovation to break this trend, 
while safeguarding the quality of life of older people? There has 
been a trend recently to see the modern city with its shopping 
and its nightlife as the domain of the young – but the city will 
have to be fit for a lot of very fit older people.
• The link between people’s health and urban design will be 

Left The travelling town hall, Designs on 
Democracy, Penoyre & Prasad LLP



fully recognised, but this will not only mean that our settlements 
will be designed to encourage walking and cycling, but that there 
will be investment in greening, cleaning and maintaining the 
public realm funded by the savings in healthcare.

RUS, URB, SUBURB
Although mixed use is now generally accepted as a ‘good 
thing’, we are some way from recovering from the zoning 
policies that dominated planning for the last 50 years. If use 
classes are restricted purely to eliminating adverse impacts on 
neighbourhood quality of life, by 2031 we should see much 
more mixed living, working, retail and public activities. I hope 
we see an epidemic of imaginative small and medium scale 
development, exploiting marginal sites, encouraged by proactive 
planning through local development frameworks. At the same 
time the growth of strong cities is inevitable (although I fear for 
small towns in the city regions), but I see denser, greener cities 
with many more trees and green roofs created using sedums that 
use little water.

At the same time the city’s prejudice against the suburbs will 
wither away; as part of a polycentric city, with mixed uses and 
better connections, they will be seen as the antidote to out-of-
town volume house builder developments. Perhaps paradoxically 
I can imagine a growing rural population through small 
developments of one to three dwellings, entirely autonomous 
in terms of services, and fostered by a planning system reducing 
restrictions on landowners.

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
The touchstone for the idea of ‘community’ today remains an 
idealised vision of people living in peace and sufficiency, based 
on a folk memory of British life in the 1950s. Employment 
was for life, men were defined by their trade, women by home 
life, people were white, and most went to church or felt guilty 
if they did not. Urban life today could not be more different, 
but no alternative model has developed to capture the more 
complex and fraught world we live in. In the meanwhile in 
this very different world, groups of people with strong cultural 
bonds and support structures live alongside others with their 
own connections; like several fishing nets tangled up. In some 
places the trend is towards segregation, driven by economic 
disadvantage - the nets are more and more compact, marking out 
separate territories and pushing out others, sometimes leading 
to incendiary tensions. In other places, the nets are joining up, 
with key individuals who form the nodes able to be part of 
different nets. I think that decision makers over the next couple 
of decades will no longer carry the folk memory of community, 
so that by 2031 ‘community’ will change meaning, in the way the 
word ‘culture’ changed its meaning in the latter part of the 20th 
century, gaining in complexity.

The UK will have its fourth and fifth generations of 
commonwealth migrant origin by then, as well as a second 
generation of eastern Europeans following EU expansion. 
Everything will depend on how well economic and social 
policy delivers regeneration but if it does, I see individuals and 
communities of interest at ease with their hybrid identities and 
in sufficient critical mass to ensure that society is cohesive.

PLACE
Although there is broad consensus amongst professionals and 
policy makers about the importance of quality of place, there 
is very low capacity in the development system to deliver it 
today. Integrating architecture, urban design and planning is 
essential to achieving such delivery. Early phases of projects will 
be given far more weight with better planning and preparation, 
and designers with the right skills engaged in such ‘upstream’ 
activities.

The spread of environmental education in primary and 
secondary schools will mean that by 2031 there will be a 
far higher level of critical awareness of our surroundings. 
Knowledge of the built environment will have become the ‘4th 
R’ and that will mean not only stronger client demand for better 
design, but better skills amongst lay people, planning committee 
members and local residents.

However, facing up to climate change fundamentally 
requires adopting a long-term view, and in the past the long 
term was underwritten by religious belief. Today it can only 
come about through a combination of ethical, imaginative and 
scientific approaches such as changing behaviour through fiscal 
mechanisms (pricing). Either way, the aim must be to make 
people face the true costs of their actions. Countering climate 
change will require unprecedented co-operation between people, 
places, and nations and the biggest single determinant of life in 
2031 will be the manner in which the world deals with climate 
change.

Sunand Prasad is Senior Partner, Penoyre & Prasad LLP
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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 1990S WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN 
GUMMER TO THE DOE, THE PROFILE OF URBAN DESIGN STARTED TO RISE 
AND AT LAST, THE GROUP’S RAISON D’ÊTRE WAS RECOGNISED, THE MEDIA 
BECAME INTERESTED AND THE MEMBERSHIP EXPANDED.

Above 3D-garden, 1998 (Hengelo, Netherlands) by MVRDV. Trees at the end of the 
balconies reinforce the tree imagery, as well as cooling the building, filtering air, 
and controlling water run-off.
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It is in the best traditions of William Morris, John Ruskin, Ebenezer 
Howard, John Geddes, Prince Kropotkin and Thomas More to set 
down a vision or a template of how people might, could, would or 
should live in the future. It is also very dangerous. It carries with 
it lots of risks, principal amongst which is the lack of engagement 
with the political and corporate reality of the 21st century. We 
live in an age dominated by large corporations, by a new colonial 
ambition led by the USA, by supermarkets and car interests that 
re-shape spaces and places to deliver profits by our lemming like 
belief in economic growth. These tendencies are so interrelated, 
well established and embedded in all aspects of government, 
planning and design that it would be foolish to expect they can be 
gently steered in another direction by visions, good arguments, 
and the creative juices of contemporary urban designers.

The most probable image of the city in 20 or 30 years time is a 
variant of what we now see in Atlanta, Houston or Los Angeles. 
The city will be much bigger and much more polarised in terms 
of wealth and income. There will be massive and futile spending 
on grandiose highway projects (freeways, motorways, and high 
capacity intersections), remote business parks, grand buildings 
and boring privatised, gated, exclusive suburbs and residential 
enclaves. There will be a few token sustainable development 
projects eg an eco-building surrounded by 500 car parking 
spaces, or a new metro line or rail project that will be used by 
relatively wealthy people to avoid contact with poor people, but 
in the main the dominant ideology and mode of organisation 
will be development and economic growth for their own sake. 
If we need a clear image of this deeply embedded process we 
can look at Beijing with its intense animosity to cycling, the 
rapid development of factories, apartments and roads (including 
another five major ring roads to add to the existing five roads) and 
the massive energy demands to be met by massive new power 
stations. China is the future and it is here now.

ATTITUDES FOR AN ALTERNATIVE FUTURE
It is not a certain future but a probable one. There is always the 
possibility of genuine progress towards sustainability, civilised 
cities, diversity and nurturing, sociable human interaction. The 
point of extrapolating current trends and understanding the 
linkages between economic growth, globalisation, corporate 
reach and ever-increasing consumption is that we need to address 
the parameters and the framing conditions as much as we do the 
details of urban design. I have no doubt that we are capable of 
producing impressive, low carbon, low impact, civilised urban 
designs but are they likely to take root in a society dominated by 
values that regard nature as a disposable item of consumption, 
consumption as an end in itself and high levels of mobility as 
necessary and desirable?

There is another issue to sort out before we can indulge in 
the creative and optimistic work associated with urban design. 
What do we do about people? Looking at the past 50 years of 
urban design, planning, transport and sustainability, it is cruelly 
obvious that there is very little care or concern for people. 
Architects and designers get excited over new airports in London 
(eg Heathrow Terminal 5), but are very reluctant to take any 
interest in the people living around them and the poor quality of 
life resulting from aircraft noise and traffic congestion.

Airports are a special category of development that bring 
most if not all politicians, economists and architects together 
in a feeding frenzy of joy. They are seen as good projects, good 
to design and good for winning prizes. The rule (and it is the 
proverbial elephant in the corner of the room) is that we must 
never mention the devastating impact of aviation greenhouse gas 
emissions on global climate, the impact of noise and pollution 
on local people, or the economic nonsense of encouraging 
something that exports more cash to other countries than it 
imports.

HOW PEOPLE WILL LIVE IN 2031
Professor John Whitelegg urges urban designers to engage with today’s 
problems for the future



Earlier this year, the public inquiry on the Thames Gateway 
Bridge came to an end and the Inspector’s report is now awaited. 
Transport for London (TfL) (the promoting authority) argued 
that the bridge would bring jobs and prosperity to a poor 
area of east London. To sustain this case, they overlooked the 
overwhelming evidence that projects of this kind (eg new 
motorways and bridges in Glasgow or Merseyside) do not 
generally have this effect. They also had to refute that the new 
river crossing would attract much traffic and even if it did, it 
wouldn’t be very polluting.

The missing element in the battle of experts at this inquiry 
and in TfL’s thinking about east London was the clear voice 
of the people of east London. What do they want? How far up 
their list of good ideas is a six lane motorway bridge with access 
roads? What mix of educational opportunity, child care, local 
environmental improvements and public transport would be 
most likely to kick-start a virtuous cycle of regeneration and 
environmental quality? They were not asked, but they are likely 
to get a big, new bridge and the traffic and pollution that go with 
it.

PRIORITIES FOR URBAN DESIGNERS
At what point do urban designers acknowledge that real people 
live in real places and have a clear view about what makes their 
lives better or worse? At the risk of making presumptuous errors 
but also reflecting the real life experiences of other people, the 
list would probably look something like the following: 
• clean, safe streets
• easy to cross roads and freedom from traffic danger
• reasonably quiet and pollution free
• good quality local schools with no need to travel long distances 
to find a ‘good school’
• lots of attractive walking and cycling facilities
• high quality, affordable and reliable public transport
• parks, play areas and streets that are safe, free from dog mess, 
broken glass, etc
• high quality social and recreational facilities for young people
• local facilities, especially a post office, GP surgery, dentist and 
shop
• no need to own a car because it’s easy to get around on foot, 
bike and bus
• good quality, cheap to run, affordable housing
• high quality food available from the local region.

This ‘shopping list’ should be subjected to frequent and 
geographical testing to make sure that we get it right, because 
this is the reality of urban design, not the trendy, waterfront, 
loft-living, alcohol-fuelled, café-bar developments that have 
populated Liverpool, Salford Quays, Gateshead or Canary Wharf. 
Urban design has to be taken out to the majority of the people 
living in desolate, traffic infested, poor quality facility areas in 
the suburbs of all our cities.

Examples of this can be found in the Basque capital, Vitoria, 
where community facilities and services are among the highest 
standards in Europe. Einstein is reported to have said that we 
can’t solve problems using the same mindset that created the 
problems in the first place.
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AN UNEXPECTED OUTCOME OF THIS PERIOD WAS THE CREATION OF 
THE URBAN DESIGN ALLIANCE (UDAL) WHICH INVOLVED ALL THE 
MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL INSTITUTES AND GROUPS, LAUNCHED WITH  
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT IN 1997. AT UDAL’S LAUNCH ALL SPEAKERS 
WERE UDG MEMBERS.

LESSONS FROM BOGOTÁ
Two recent examples of massive mindset change are relevant to 
the urban design debate. In Bogotá (Colombia) the then mayor, 
Enrique Penelosa (1998-2000) turned the whole of transport 
and land use planning debate on its head and said that planning 
had to serve the interests of poor people first and give them a 
better environment, a better public transport system and a better 
environment for walking and cycling. In pursuit of these aims he 
implemented:
• a 17km long bike, pedestrian path from downtown area of 
Bogotá to a poorer quarter of the city, to give those residents 
quality and safe access to the employment, educational and 
health care facilities in downtown Bogotá
• a completely new bus system (TransMillenio) that is based on 
new buses, a central reservation bus lane to avoid buses being 
stuck in congested traffic and high frequency, high quality 
affordable buses paid for with petrol taxes
• car-free days so that citizens can enjoy the city’s streets 
without cars.

As Mayor of Bogotá, Enrique Peñalosa built the world’s 
premiere bus rapid transit system and hundreds of kilometres 
of sidewalks, bicycle paths, pedestrian streets, greenways, and 
parks. Peñalosa also led efforts to improve Bogotá’s marginal 
neighbourhoods through citizen involvement; planted more 
than 100,000 trees, and turned a deteriorated downtown avenue 
into a dynamic pedestrian public space. He helped transform the 
city’s attitude from one of negative hopelessness to one of pride 
and hope, developing a model for urban improvement based on 
the equal rights of all people to transportation, education, and 
public spaces.

The Bogotá experience shows what can be done to benefit the 
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majority of the population of a city with a radically new design 
concept. The design concept is not trendy architecture or water 
features but a radical restructuring of social justice and equity. 
The design for Bogotá impinged on the lives of poorer people and 
put cars further down the list of priorities than creating a high 
quality environment.

VISION ZERO
Equally radical is the Swedish ‘Vision Zero’ road safety policy 
(Whitelegg and Haq, 2006). Currently the world is in denial on 
road safety. Every day, 3,000 people are killed on the world’s roads 
and traffic represents a serious source of danger, fear, blight, noise 
and misery. Sweden has decided to tackle this through the simple 
but radical policy device of setting a target of zero deaths and 
serious injuries on the roads. The motivating factor is an ethical 
approach to road safety; Vision Zero takes the view that we 
should eliminate death and serious injury, and whilst mistakes 
will be made by road users ‘these mistakes must not carry the 
death penalty’.

Creating civilised cities that are safe and secure for children, 
the elderly and those who simply want to enjoy public space 
requires this fundamental re-engineering of risk and danger. 

Traffic frightens people and deters cycling and walking. (That 
is why the UK has one of the highest levels of car use for the 
trip to school and one of the highest levels of child obesity to 
go with it). Urban design has to work across the whole city, deal 
with the traffic danger reduction and create high quality spaces 
on every street and near every school. It is not enough to create 
high profile squares and public spaces in one-off developments 
alone. The architect of Vision Zero, Claes Tingvall, described the 
concept as follows:

‘The most important part of the vision and the meaning of 
Vision Zero is that no foreseeable accident should be more severe 
than the tolerance of the human in order not to receive an injury 
that causes long term health loss’. In the Vision Zero concept, it 
is assumed that accidents cannot be totally avoided; hence the 
basis for this concept is built around the human tolerance for 
mechanical forces.’

Vision Zero is implemented through a mixture of 
enforcement against speeding, strict drug and alcohol laws, 
detailed investigations of deaths to identify what can be done 
in the future. The concept links directly to scientific evidence 
on the relationship between speed and its impact on people in 
a collision. Speeds in urban areas should not exceed 30km/hr or 
20mph. Vision Zero is ‘urban design’. It is intended to design out 
of the system a particular source of risk that damages public use 
of public space; parents allowing their children to walk and cycle 
to school pedestrian and cyclists generally. A city defined around 
Vision Zero will be a good place to live.

CONCLUSION
It is possible to promote good urban design in the future through 
the medium of ‘things’. These ‘things’ would include solar panels, 
micro-wind turbines, recycled materials for construction, high-
energy efficiency, grey water, trams, metro, buses and iconic 
public spaces. These are all worthy but they miss the main 
point of urban design which is to improve the quality of life of 
everyone living in cities. This should be through a mixture of 
sound governance, human rights, social justice, eliminating 
risk and danger, and creating places where sociability and 
neighbourliness are second nature. In turn, this requires radical 
social engineering of the kind to be seen in Bogotá and Sweden 
and even more radical measures involving listening to and 
interacting with local residents and valuing their views and 
insights.

Professor John Whitelegg, Stockholm Environment Institute, University of York.
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Now it seems like a universe away – reading the 100th edition of 
our much loved Urban Design journal in 2006. I never thought 
then that 2031 would come around so quickly, or that the 
intervening years would so radically change the world that we 
live in.

The editorial board has often discussed whether we should 
rename the magazine now that ‘cities’ are such a thing of the 
past, but as so few journals are published because of the paper 
shortages, and our readership remains so loyal, we have decided 
to keep the name. Of course, the use of the word ‘urban’ has 
helped, being central to the ‘new planning’ system in Europe, 
which is based on urban and rural ‘polycentres’, rather than using 
the outdated concepts of ‘cities’ and ‘villages’.

But let’s track back and try to understand the values of the 
‘new planning’ system. Back in 2006 we were in the last golden 
glow of the 20th century miracle, the ‘apogee’ of humanity; we 
had it all - money, cheap energy, drugs and medicines to keep us 
alive to well over 100 years old! As ‘man the conquering animal’, 
we did dominate nature for those all too brief decades of the 
20th century. But the terrible thing was that we knew what was 
coming next for half a century, and we did nothing about it!

It was very difficult to relate the theory and science of what 
was happening in the world at large, to our everyday lives. 

How could we imagine the devastation 
that would be wrought by our growing 
populations or the impacts of not 
meeting our carbon reductions targets? 
And yet all around us, even then, there 
were symptoms of the growing infection 
of this small, once green, planet by our 
species.

PEAK OIL
As far back as 2004 I remember seeing 
‘dead buildings’ in the city centres - those 
ominous empty 1960s tower blocks in 
Reading, Sheffield or Glasgow? They 
spread to other cities, but people were 
still building towers in Britain right up to 
2010. The abandonment of tall buildings 
heralded the arrival of the peak oil 
problem. And that’s why we call them the 
Tombstones today, because that’s what 
they look like in the graveyards of so 
many of our once beautiful city centres.

THE HISTORY OF THE END OF THE CITY
As the editor of Urban Design in 2031, Sue Roaf reports on the past 
25 years and the changes we have seen
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THE SETTING UP OF THE URBAN TASK FORCE  
FOLLOWED SOON AFTER THE 1997 ELECTION. 
MEMBERS OF THE UDG WERE INVOLVED IN ITS 
WORK EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY AND  
TASK FORCE MEMBERS JOINED THE UDG STUDY 
TOUR TO BARCELONA.
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The last tall buildings were built where 
the last large oil fields lay. In 2015 the aptly 
named ‘Ultimate Tower’ was built in Dubai – 
the last one ever - and it was only occupied for 
three years. It stands empty now, with most of 
its cladding panels blown away in the storms. 
These towers should never have been built 
once we understood there was so little energy 
left to run them. Today the urban designer’s 
great aim is to keep buildings in polycentres 
as invisible as possible. The ‘mine’s bigger 
than yours’ syndrome was definitely a 20th 
century architectural phenomenon. In some 
regions of the world, where the climate is still 
temperate, the towers are often occupied by 
the poor, usually without windows, running 
water, electricity or gas; but these tend to be in 
the ‘No-Go’ polycentres built in the last half of 
the 20th century - in places like San Paolo and 
on the edge of Paris, where local warlords took 
over in the 2010s.

CAPACITY OVERLOAD
Perhaps the ‘capacity problem’ had an even greater impact on 
the evolution of the ‘new planning’ system. Back in 2006 it 
was clear that the infrastructure of many cities was breaking 
down as they became overloaded with people, cars, pollution, 
sewage, waste and the other impacts of denser and denser 
urban populations. In 2006 the world’s population was just 
over six billion, and we are now racing towards eight billion 
people. People are moving back to the countryside now, as they 
realise that growing their own food will increasingly affect 
their ability to feed their families. This is very different from 
the 20th century trend of luring people into the city with the 
manufacturers’ money ‘magnet’, attracting them as cheap 
labour and creating the dysfunctional mega-cities that still 
litter some of our nation states today.

The ‘city life-systems’ started to fail around the turn of the 
century. In 2004 the London tube stations began to close at 
peak hours due to over-crowding. After the long drought of 
2005-2008 the complete collapse of water supplies in the South 
East of England left the sewage system with no running water, 
producing revolting smells and health problems. It was the 
poor who could not afford to leave the city and it was they who 
succumbed to heatstroke in the sweltering urban heat islands, 
or died in the cholera outbreak of 2008.

CLIMATE CHANGE
But the greatest of all the problems was climate change. It was 
the final blow in the triple-whammy ‘risk triangle’. The peak oil 
and capacity overload problems just imploded, but the climate 
change turned all cosy talk of ‘sustainable development’ into 
urgent research on ‘strategies for survival’. In the UK, we were 
lucky that we did not get the huge death rates of the hotter 
countries in those early years, before we had learnt how to 
adapt, but location wasn’t the problem, it was construction too!

People in Europe fared much better than the Americans and 
Australians where buildings were made of light-weight timber 
and steel frames and paper-thin envelopes, only habitable 
even in moderate climates with the use of air-conditioning. 
The great steel and glass buildings were the worst. At least 
here we built proper heavyweight buildings with enough 
thermal capacity to protect you through a two or three day heat 
wave when the electricity failed. However, even in Northern 
Europe thousands more die every summer than is necessary 
in unadapted buildings as temperatures rise year on year in 
unpredictable leaps and bounds.

RISING SEA LEVELS
Over the 20th century, sea levels rose by around five 
centimetres a decade in some parts of the world; but as the 
ice melted faster and faster each year, this rate had doubled 
by 2010. In the South East of England, the sea has risen at 
least 15 centimetres since our 100th edition and that was also 
what made the ‘Inundation of 2015’ so destructive. It was very 
similar to the 1953 storm surge, but this time there were so 
many more poor souls in its path, and the sea was nearly 40cms 
higher.

Top As predicted by the DTI in 2003 all of the British oil and gas reserves were gone 
by 2020

Above The first great Inundation came in New Orleans in 2005, followed by 
catastrophic floods including the great Inundation of London in 2015. Over 80 per 
cent of the world’s great cities are within 100 miles of the sea



ACCESS TO RESOURCES
Then the politicians began to bicker about what should be done. 
People began to see the need to own precious resources like water 
and minerals, or to purloin those in adjacent regions. Back in 
2006, it was all very well for the Institution of Civil Engineers to 
tell the Welsh that they should build a mega-dam in the centre 
of Wales to supply water for the South East of England. But after 
those studies showed that by 2050 even such a big dam would 
only provide enough water for Wales and the Border Counties, 
the political fur was bound to fly, and the border was redrawn in 
thicker black ink. By 2015, insurgency by nationalist movements 
began to dominate the global political agenda, and terrorism 
became rife in all regions, as the quest to secure vital resources 
became paramount.

COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT
Cities were still in the hands of the planners and the politicians 
in early 2015, but control relied upon communication, and that 
was getting more and more difficult. We had the internet, of 
course, but that only worked with a continuous power supply 
which was no longer guaranteed. So messengers became the 
means of secure communications again, and transport was an 
increasingly crucial issue.

At least Europeans were able to bypass the terrible problems 
they had in those countries where cities had been planned on 
principles dictated by the motor industry. When fuel became 
scarcer, many migrated back to the urban areas and the rule of 
the gun returned as anarchy erupted in many places.

COLLAPSE
Europe had the other problem of the collapse of the ‘Compact 
City’ model. This was based on the pre-car model of the 
‘hinterland city’ where all food was brought in by roads 
originally and later by trains along similar radial routes. These 
transport systems brought more and more people into denser, 
more ‘compact’, cities until one day, the whole system just 
simply stopped working. In London it was one accident on the 
Euston Road in July 2012 when gridlock, tubelock, phonelock, 
internetlock and you-name-it-lock happened. Being the hottest 
time of the day and year, the electricity supply blew up, buildings 
had to be abandoned and then one mad terrorist thought it 
would a good time to detonate himself and the Central Bureau 
of Emergency Planning at the same time. The city was closed, 
period.

After that you could not see the rebranded ‘local’ corporations 
for dust as they headed for the leafy hills away from the 
collapsing cities. Those, that is, that had not gone bust in what 
was known as ‘Flaming June’, when parts of the city burned just 
like the Great Fire of London in 1666. Most of the smart money 
had already left the city by then, advised by their business 
continuity planners, but many smaller or less savvy businesses 
folded in the months to come.

CONTINUITY PLANNING
The European Ministry of Continuity Planning was created 
in 2016 after the great Inundations of London, Holland and 

Denmark. This ministry marked the end of the 
European city as we knew it in the halcyon 
days of the ‘apogee’.

The first job of the UK arm of the ministry 
was to pick up the pieces after the Inundation. 
They moved the parliament near to Solihull 
on the outskirts of Birmingham, where they 
built the new seat of government in ‘Hygeia’, 
built to the design by J B Papworth in 1827 for 
a model town of the same name in Kentucky. 
Different ministries were sent to various 
cities around the country and the second big 
investment was to re-nationalise and rebuild 
the railway system. That’s one of the upsides 
– we now have a very good rail system with 
lower fares than in 2006!

The third move was to bring the ‘new 
planning’ system to Britain. The European 
Polycentre Planning Bill of 2016 covered 
three key levels for the ‘new planning’ 
administration:
• The Macro-Planning Division – the national 
planning bureau for larger decisions on 
polycentric development by 2020. Amazingly 
Britain had no national plan before this and 
perhaps our problems would have been easier 
to deal with if there had been one.
• The Meso-Planning Bureaus – managing 
resource allocation and capacity calculations 
at a regional level with total populations of 
around a million people.
• The Micro-Planning – based in the local 
population polycentres of around 50,000 
people.
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THE GROUP WAS INFLUENTIAL IN THE CHOICE OF NAME FOR THE 
COMMISSION FOR ARCHITECTURE AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (CABE) 
IN 1997, WHICH INITIALLY WAS ONLY GOING TO HAVE THE FIRST THREE 
WORDS AND THEREFORE A MORE LIMITED SCOPE. SINCE THEN MEMBERS 
OF THE GROUP HAVE CONTINUED TO WORK WITH CABE FOR INSTANCE IN 
THE ANNUAL URBAN DESIGN SUMMER SCHOOL.

Above The Parliament was moved to Hygeia, built to the design by J B Papworth in 
1827 for a model town of the same name in Kentucky. Where there were individual 
houses in the original these became co-housing multi-family autonomous blocks in 
2016 (Source: Giedion 1941)



The Polycentric Planning System 
had arrived; instead of one great big 
monolithic system dominated by a few 
unaccountable people at the centre, 
power was devolved down to the 
polycentre level. Each polycentre was in 
charge of auditing its own capacity and 
resource allocations, negotiating with 
both the national and the meso-planning 
bureaus to ensure that everyone had 
access to resources, if they existed, in an 
equitable system.

Today each polycentre has its own 
department of capacity calculators, 
resource allocators and polycentre 
engineers who control flows through 
the system of energy water, sewage, 
waste, food and people. This has taken 
the power away from city planners 
and politicians and has given it to the 
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changes initially but many eventually retrained to be polycentre 
managers. It is impossible for national politicians to flout the 
decisions of the local capacity calculators who have the power to 
say no to the national bureau, if they can prove that an allocation 
of a resource or an impact quota is excessive or inadequate, and 
could prove it in the Calculators Court.

We learnt a hard lesson from the Thames Gateway project, 
built against the advice of the Environment Agency (EA), 
amongst others, at the instigation of the then Deputy Prime 
Minister, his henchmen and developer friends. People were 
horrified when so many died in that one development in the 
Inundation. If only they had made the flatter land there into 
coastal flood plains, as the EA had recommended, instead of 
‘Manhattan on Thames’, perhaps the waters would not have gone 
over the top of the barrier. No blame was formally attributed for 
that event, but it was clear then that the new parliament could 
not be located in a coastal city where storms and rising seas could 
threaten the very seat of Britain’s government again.

A NEW SKILL: CALCULATING CAPACITY
It was the Institute of Capacity Calculators that began to 
dominate the ‘new planning’ system by the early 2020s. Its 
members used their magic mapping skills to estimate the 
infrastructural capacity of every polycentre to accommodate 
change, they mapped changes in climate, resource flows and 
impacts, and only once they had their say were the local planners 
and elected representatives allowed to vote on whether a 
development could go ahead. They saved us.

Them and the tough new Environmental Legislation Act of 
2017. Even as late as 2006 nearly 60 per cent of local planning 
authorities were still giving permission for developments on 
the flood plains. When we see the impacts of those decisions 
now, it is difficult to believe that they would do that. The Act 
followed Sweden and France in making it a punishable offence 
for planners or planning committee members to vote to build on 
flood plains. There are still a few old planners cooling their heels 
in His Majesty’s prisons today.

In the Act, transport was nationalised, and private cars have 
become a thing of the past. The national electricity grid has been 
broken down into small polycentric grid companies trading in 
a healthy open market in energy providing a good range of local 
jobs in that sector, with almost as many in it as are involved in 
the polycentric agricultural system.

THE DESIGN CHALLENGE
Perhaps the greatest influence on urban design has been security, 
as people try to protect themselves against man and nature. A 20 
year old Dutch project in Westduinpark shows a very successful 
early high-security polycentre development. It lies on a stretch 
of dunes between The Hague and the sea, and is a perimeter 
block of 1,000m x 160m. The designers, including the current 
Dutch Design Prelate, Bauke Kaptein, guided by Arjan Van 
Timmeren, an early polycentre philosopher, originally aimed 
to attune the architecture to its setting so that the building 
enriches the landscape, rather than violating it. Made up of 2,500 
upmarket apartments, the development keeps its surface area 

2000-2001

Top The 5m water line drawn by the Environment Agency in 2000 marks the water 
level of the 2015 Inundation, previously flooded in 1953 Source: Environment 
Agency

Above One of the first independently powered Solar Streets was re-wired in Oxford 
in 2008 with solar, wind and biomass generators, becoming a solar suburb in 2012 
Source: Rajat Gupta



 Urban Design | Autumn 2006 | Issue 100 | 31

10
0TH

 I
SS

U
E

WITH THE NEW MILLENNIUM, THE UDG BECAME MORE ESTABLISHED: 
ROBERT COWAN WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR AND THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
GROUP MOVED TO COWCROSS STREET. THE GROUP WAS ACTIVELY INVOLVED 
IN THE URBAN DESIGN SKILLS WORKING GROUP AND IN THE URBAN 
DESIGN SKILLS SUMMIT IN SEPTEMBER 2001.

to a minimum and no taller than the surrounding dunes, which 
is also an advantage in resisting the power of the strengthening 
storms.

The perimeter block is subdivided into three sub-centres, each 
based on a type of enclosed garden. In the monastery-garden 
are a library, a school and a church. The city-garden, coupling 
diversity with a taut grid, includes a shopping mall. In the dune-
garden, the dune landscape is literally walled in, its boundary 
wall consisting of sand held in glass, and used as part of the water 
purification system. The waterproof wall of the Westduinpark 
Centre withstood even the 2015 storm and this development 
now forms the nucleus of a 50,000 person polycentre. It is 
semi-autonomous in its infrastructure and has its own highly 
respected office of capacity calculators and resource allocators.

We have travelled so far since 2006. It is easy to see where we 
have come from, but the road ahead is still difficult to figure out. 
No one seems to know what the decade ahead holds but central 
to it must be the robust system of urban and rural autonomous 
polycentres, and the rule of the capacity calculators and the 
resource allocators. In them we place our hopes for civilised 
survival.

Sue Roaf, Oxford City Councillor, practising architect and author of Ecohouse: 
A Design Guide (2003); Closing the Loop: Benchmarks for Sustainable Buildings 
(2004) and Adapting Buildings and Cities for Climate Change (2005).
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colleagues with help from Arjan Van Timmeren - an early Polycentre Philospher, 
Source: Arjan Van Timmeren



The house is quiet. The phone off the hook, and errands ticked 
off. I had been asked a tricky question and now I had to write 
about it. When I imagine the city of the future, I find it hard to 
stay in one place.

GETTING TO LILLE
We are inexorably linked, through cities, to the wider world 
around us. For example when I think of my home town, I think 
instantly of the many destinations its ships and ferries depart 
to. My mind is whisked out across the waves to Bilbao, and I 
visit a Swedish friend who lives in that city. In the evening, my 
partner chats in her own language to her family in Turin while 
I read emails; from an associate in Rotterdam and a friend in 
Warsaw. A Russian accent echoes out in the street below my 
window. Modern society is, I am happy to note, an ever more 
enthusiastic globetrotter - and cities are its destination. Cities 
the world over are becoming ever more places of global visits; 
overnight business trips, weekend breaks, term placements, 
overseas experiences. Every day hundreds of packed trains, boats 
and planes - predominantly planes, of course - depart these small 

islands for cities across Europe and the world. 
Those cities become our transitional shared 
places, unified by faces from many different 
parts of the globe.

When turning to thoughts of the future 
though, my deep concern is that by far the 
most prolific form of international transfer, 
air travel, is a prosaically and fabulously 
unsustainable mode of transport; with 
aircraft engines producing huge amounts 
of greenhouse gases. Airports are located on 
motorway junctions, all too often without 
decent rail or metro links. They are fast 
becoming pseudo-cities in themselves, 
such that Europe’s major urban centres are 
now faced with the undignified prospect 
of competing with anonymous airport 
complexes as economic growth poles. As 
locations, they offer a convenient situation 
in which to trade or communicate. As places 
they defy the human spirit and perpetuate 
filthy and resource-greedy modes of transport. 
They are anti-cities. All this when air travel in 
the UK is predicted to increase hugely in the 
next decade; and most of it will be short-haul 
Euro-hopping which is the least efficient form 
of air travel.

How to resolve the conflict? Should the city 
of the future pin people down; compact, self-
sustaining settlements where all knowledge 
and resources are on your doorstep? You 
don’t need to leave! Well, no. There should 
be no obstruction to those enthusiastic 
about scooting across the continent, eagerly 
pursuing trade deals or social and political 
discourse. I also believe in the traditional 
doctrine, that only through forging mutual 
global economic obligations can we make 
the world a safer place to be. Deny the 
opportunity to share global knowledge and 
cultural values, and the world will be finished 
far faster than a million kerosene engines 
would manage. It is simply that we are using 
the wrong mode of transport. The persevering 
technology we must look to here, of course, 
is rail.

So, this would be my theme; the Rail-City 
of the future. (I gave thanks that I had settled 
on a topic). In a continent the size of Europe it 
must be possible within the next generation 

DREAMING OF LILLE
Young urban designer, Alex Cochrane, contemplates travel and its 
impact on cities in the future
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Above A satellite 
image of Lille
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train, thereby reducing air travel radically while also forging 
new paths of rapid communication. I know that even right now, 
I could comfortably get from London to Milan in a day by rail. I 
have heard fables of French cities being remodelled around high-
speed rail stations. It was starting to fall into place, but I would 
need to see all this first hand, and so I lurched for the Eurostar 
timetable.

Lille. The name had a ring to it. Known to the French as Le 
Carrefour (The Crossroads). All I knew of the place was a series of 
gushing reviews of projects designed by European architectural 
starlets like Rem Koolhas and Jean Nouvel. That, and a great big 
TGV station. Fast trains from far-off destinations converge on 
this place, and something exciting took form. This is where I 
would find the germ of the new Europe I was looking for; a glossy 
new city district built around a high speed rail station. Perfect. I 
resolved to travel to Lille.

BEING IN LILLE
The train glided steadily into the station and I gathered my 
things in readiness to alight. I had exactly six hours and 17 
minutes to research my article. Back home while searching for 
tickets, I had distracted myself with a brief spell of googling on 
the European rail network. An exciting picture started to take 
shape.

The European continent is, in fact, full of lots of little 
‘Eurostars’. In recent years a strategic European rail network, 
spanning gradually out of the French TGV system into 
neighbouring regions, had been quietly emerging in the 
background of the cheap flight bonanza that had captivated the 
UK. Our own dear Chunnel is an important jigsaw piece. In fact, 
many new plans for high speed links north of London have been 
shelved in recent years, having been scuppered by competition 
from budget airlines. Yet today on our continent we have the 
backbone of a network that will whisk the eager traveller 
between the central business districts of London and Rome, 
Vienna and Madrid, with only one change of trains.

In European regional centres in particular, this has meant 
large-scale engineering projects to accommodate purpose-built 
rail stations and high-speed lines, which by their sheer scale have 
brought the comprehensive redevelopment of central urban 
districts. Districts such as Lyon Part Dieu, was completed in time 
for the inaugural TGV voyage in 1981, and is now the principal 
business district in the city. Very often, these have taken place 
along redundant or underused rail corridors and at stations in 
rundown areas. Latterly, extensions of the network across the 
Alps and into northern Italy have breathed new life into Turin’s 
gritty Porta Susa district. Soon, St Pancras will do the job for 
London when Eurostar gets a new high-speed line, and a new 
home in Camden.

Which brings us back to the place I found myself in. There 
is an old town in Lille which I decided resolutely not to visit. It 
has a rich culture and history as the medieval capital of Flanders, 
a proud but distant industrial heritage to match any town in 
Lancashire or the Ruhr. As far as I am aware it has a grand, 
dignified historic core which is probably well worth a trip. But 
we are dealing here with Euralille.

The Euralille urban remodelling project was undertaken 
between 1991 and 1994 in readiness for the arrival in the 
city of a new high speed line to serve both TGV and Eurostar, 
which was to be driven through the city by means of two vast 
underground tunnels. Master planned by OMA, the scheme 
consists of 800,000m2 of retail, offices, hotels, housing, a concert 
hall, and conference facility based around a new station. Lying at 
an oblique angle to the existing Gare Lille-Flanders line, the new 
station forms a large wedge-shaped site between it and the old 
town. With this, OMA conceived a huge triangular tilting plane, 
which dips along its eastern edge to reveal the hidden trains to 
the city. Several landmark towers were planned over the station, 

ONE OF THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE GROUP IS ‘URBAN DESIGN’, 
THE GROUP’S JOURNAL WHICH HAS EVOLVED INTO A PROFESSIONALLY 
PRODUCED AND WELL RESPECTED PUBLICATION PRINTED IN COLOUR 
SINCE 2003. IT REACHES A MUCH WIDER AUDIENCE, PARTLY DUE TO THE 
FACT THAT ISSUES SINCE 1995 ARE ON-LINE, THROUGH THE UDG’S AND 
RUDI’S WEBSITES.
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with the old town.
Standing proudly over the complex, the towers of Euralille 

describe perfectly the philosophical intentions of Lille’s city 
fathers. A case study example of reflecting local distinctiveness 
it is not; rather an overtly modernist case of internationalism. 
Euralille is a physical allegory for the future that the town is 
excited to embrace; it is a node, a hub, pseudo-place. It has landed 
in the city rather than grown out of it, yet Lille has exploited the 
event with a poised and fearless flourish.

DREAMING OF LILLE
The city of the future will mould us.
At Euralille, the myth of the new Europe has sprung up from 
the dirt and taken form. But Euralille’s is not the magisterial 
grandiloquence of Strasbourg, Brussels or Luxembourg. It is the 
austere, proletarian style of a rigorous, post-industrial city eager 
to do business.

The city of the future will be like Lille. Hooked up, raring to 
go.

The European network of people is growing and becoming 
ever more connected, ever more frenetic. Cities that are not 
hooked up will wither and die. TGV has virtually ended the 
market in internal flights in France. Unlike planes, trains are 
grounded and they pick up places en route: Lille, Tours, Avignon. 
They cut swathes through urban districts and become the 
conduits of life. To Lille comes the new Europe, made humble by 
ambition.

The city of the future will have a truly fast rail line and rail 
district at its heart.

Lille has its cousins in other regional centres across Europe 
such as Turin, Lyon, Cologne; and Leeds, Newcastle, and 
Southampton. The former have been handed an opportunity for 
inner city regeneration and have conquered the business-tourism 
market as a result. They have brought renewed respect and 
glamour to their proud urban heritage, in the knowledge that 
you could step onto a train in that city and step off again in any 
one of several major European cities. They are the cities that will 
take Europe into the 21st century and beyond. The latter as yet, 
will not.

LEAVING LILLE
I had five minutes until my train. I stood at the platform edge 
in Flanders and looked down at the tracks. At one end of that 
lithe strip of steel was Southwark. At the other, the sun-bleached 
streets of Marseilles. I considered the point. If I was glimpsing the 
future I hoped for, then it was a future that was leaving UK cities 
fast behind.

Today TGV is testing trains that run at 200mph. That could 
mean Glasgow to Paris in less than five hours, and en route lie 
Rugby, Crewe, Preston. The train rolled up and I boarded. On the 
way back I willed it to continue on, through the city of London 
and on to the North Country at breakneck speed. But it couldn’t, 
because the rickety old tracks would crumble and fail.

Alex Cochrane, Roger Evans Associates

2002-2003

Top Euralille
Middle Europe redefined by accessibility (OMA, 1995)
Bottom Hooked up cities 



As we mark this 100th edition of Urban Design looking forward 
some 25 years to when the 200th edition should appear, it is 
worth putting ‘25 years’ into some perspective.

For most people 25 years will appear to be a very long way 
ahead: it is a span that will take each of us through at least one 
whole phase of life, such as from being a school child to having 
a job, a serious relationship and probably children; or from 
worrying about helping a daughter to university to worrying 
about pensions; or from care-free empty-nesting to caring for 
the demented and facing up to the inelegance of life’s departure 
lounge. Twenty-five years is still the span of a typical mortgage, 
and how far off the end date seems! It is also ‘five childhoods’, in 
the sense that there will be time for five successive waves of new 
babies to be born and toddle off to school.

Viewed in these ways, it is believable that over 25 years the 
way we live now and how we will live then will be transformed. 
After all, when we look back to the early 1980s we had not 
become familiar with fax machines let alone mobile phones, 
had very few PCs, did not have CDs, and regarded air travel as a 
luxury for the privileged few. Many of the jobs we do today deal 
with things and processes that did not exist 25 years ago. All 
those years ago we married more readily, and for longer, and were 

enjoying using cars the American way – just for fun.
However, for planners and urban designers, 25 years is a 

familiar measure. We commonly work on strategies and spatial 
planning concepts that run to 2031, using demographic and 
economic data projections that run at least that far ahead. We 
are used to projects that take ten or 15 years to pilot through 
the planning system before a brick could be laid, and we are 
comfortable with urban development or regeneration schemes 
that will take at least 25 years to complete. We argue at public 
examinations, for goodness’ sake, about how many houses 
we can build in a given location area each year for the next 25 
years, so not only is 25 years conceivable as a span, each annual 
increment can be imagined, assessed and debated without 
embarrassment or awkwardness.

STRETCH THE PREDICTABLE, ESCAPE THE SHALLOW
David Lock asks how we really want to live in the future
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THE SUCCESS OF THE UDG HAS RESULTED IN THE SETTING UP OF OTHER
ORGANISATIONS. CABE, UDAL, AND THE RTPI’S URBAN DESIGN NETWORK 
AND THE ACADEMY OF URBANISM EXIST, ONE COULD ARGUE, AS A RESULT 
OF THE PIONEERING WORK UNDERTAKEN BY UDG MEMBERS. THE UDG 
NEEDS TO, ARGUABLY, POSITION ITSELF AS THE THINK-TANK OF THE 
URBAN DESIGN WORLD.

Above Visualisation of Greentown, an eco-community for the west flank of Milton 
Keynes proposed in 1979. It was welcomed by the Development Corporation, but as 
an idea was slowly strangled over the next few years by white middle-aged men in 
suits, who just didn’t understand the people and couldn’t see how to make money 
from it. The vision was a heartfelt expression of what the spontaneous Greentown 
Group wanted at the time. There are clues to the future in unfettered ideas like 
this.



HOW IT IS LIKELY TO BE
In painting the picture of how and where people will live in 
25 years time, we need a sense of proportion about the rate of 
change. First, even if we built all the houses that we actually need 
in England over the next 25 years, say four or five million, they 
would barely amount to a net increase of more than 10 per cent 
on the existing housing stock. For most people, therefore, where 
we shall live in 25 years is where we live now: in the constantly 
re-worked, rehabilitated and recycled cities, towns and villages 
created by previous generations. Accidents of history – other 
people’s wars, their technology, their geography – have set the 
structure and landscape of our urbanisation.

Second, land use planning and urban design policy in England 
is now so fixed that outcomes are very predictable. The obsessive 
commitment to using previously developed land first, and on the 
‘sequential approach’ which says we must cram and expand the 
towns we have, before we start new ones, means that we can be 
confident about the location of almost all of the 10 per cent net 
addition to the housing stock.

In 25 years time, people with no children who are poor 
and have no choice, will be found in high density flats located 
in town and district centres, at train stations and bus stops. 
They will still be poor and have no choice, but we will have 
demolished and rebuilt their homes two or three times in the 
meantime. Rich people with no children will also be found 
in flats in the same locations, but with more room per person 
and high specification management to keep out the riff-raff; 
although this group will have the added choice of living in gated 
communities, euphemistically branded as ‘retirement villages’.

People with children who have been able to move at all, 
will be found in small family houses with no storage space, no 
garage, very small gardens, and often in gloomy places (such as 
former industrial zones, marshy margins or windswept disused 
airfields). For the very rich there will be mansions scattered at 
will across an idle countryside. For people who are considered 
so important that they are classified as ‘key workers’ but are 
nevertheless given appallingly bad salaries - such as teachers, 
nurses, fire fighters, and local authority planners and urban 
designers - there is the unattractive prospect of renting a small 
flat or (if you are lucky and live in London) a converted container 
stacked high in some leftover ugly corner.

In summary, the way that policy and good practice are 
currently set, we know where we shall live, what our houses will 
be like, and that many of us will have to rent our homes because 
there will be no alternative.

Even though we can’t be certain about the exact nature of 
work, we can be pretty sure that more of us will be around the 
house for more hours each week; and it will be increasingly 
expensive to travel by car, as there will be no realistic alternative 
public transport unless we live in a major city.

This future of high density public-transport-oriented 
development without public transport, which will be barely 
affordable, will be holding us against our will. It is a specification 
which stands in opposition to most of our expressed wishes, 
aspirations and dreams. Yet we are told that it is a price we must 
pay because it will yield benefits that will have become evident 
within 25 years.

THE BENEFITS
First of these benefits is, in theory, that having squashed us into 
the urban areas we have inherited from previous generations, we 
shall have ‘saved’ countryside. This countryside will have been 
saved in order to be kept idle and inaccessible at our expense, 
while our food is flown in from overseas and our recreational 
choices are reduced to commercial ‘products’ or destinations.

Second, we shall have increased the vitality and viability of 
town centres. The present trajectory suggests that this means 
creating unlicensed space for unrestrained yobbery in a narrow 
age band of young adults, and is a no-go zone for everyone else.

Third, it is alleged that we shall have made public transport 
‘viable’, but I simply don’t believe it (and don’t believe it be a 
necessary or desirable objective, either).

There is little in this predictable future that lifts the spirit, 
opens wholesome creative opportunity, addresses the way we 
live, our relationships with others, the quality of our civic or 
cultural life, meets spiritual needs, or our engagement with 
the wider world in all its aspects. It’s a vision of a compromised 
type of life and a compromised urbanisation, in which social 
stability and personal fulfilment seem strangely squeezed out, 
and by which we have allowed ourselves to be seduced from 
what we seek; to achieve goals that are of contentious worth or 
deliverability.

HOW THINGS OUGHT TO CHANGE
But it could be different, even over the relatively short timescale 
of 25 years.

To be different, we need to start with the land: the key to 
sustainable communities is the relationship of the individual 
person and the individual household to the land. People who 
have no land, no real estate at all, are a rootless people. They have 
no stake in the place, and are dependant absolutely on others 
for the supply of all goods and services. They are removed from 
the rhythm of the seasons, or of any sense of being part of an 
ecosystem. This makes people feel vulnerable, and behave as 
transients in their community and as aliens on their planet. We 
may not be aware of it, or put it into such words, but the great 
majority of us spend our lives manoeuvring to secure a stake in 
the land.

We can have some great discussions about forms of common 
or communitarian land ownership – such as was sought by 
the Levellers, or described by Ebenezer Howard in his Garden 
Cities – but whether it is personal or communal, the point about 
having a direct stake in the land we occupy is fundamental. One 
way or another, we need to organise ourselves so that everyone 
can have land of their own. This has implications for the planner 
and the urban designer: there will be less high rise living, more 
deeply rooted mixed communities, and more locally produced 
food and other resources if the land question is to be thoroughly 
addressed.

Some of us will wish to grow some of our own food, and 
intensive forms of eco-responsible horticulture (permaculture) 
will be blossoming in 25 years time. Our gardens, fruit and 
nut orchards, trees, vines, and hectares of biomass for energy 
will increase the biodiversity of our settlements, improve our 
microclimate and help to lock up the carbon. We will store 
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rainwater, use sparingly what we collect, and let it soak away 
when we’ve finished. We will source our building materials 
locally, and recycle what we can.

In pursuit of sustainability and even though most of us would 
be reconnected with land, we need to reduce our dependency 
upon the supply of goods and services even further to sustain 
ourselves. Micro-generation of energy on our own property 
would be ideal, but collective forms of energy generation and 
waste treatment for neighbourhoods or whole districts or small 
towns, may be more practical. All of these issues, too, have 
implications for design: our settlements will be green, we will 
tread upon the planet more lightly, we will be aware of the 
seasons, and our food miles will shrivel.

The world of work is changing to suit this new paradigm. 
The increasing level of employment in social and community 
services will, by definition, be located in places easily accessible 
by excellent subsidised public transport. These are also the 
preferred locations for commercial enterprise. Of course, this is 
policy at present, but there is not the public transport to make it 
work.

Working hours will be more flexible, and more of us will work 
from home even if only for part of the week. Work that must 
be in a particular place (mineral extraction or high level waste 
re-processing for example) will incur an extra travel cost that 
we must either agree to subsidise from our taxes, or leave for the 
employer to recover from the sale of the product.

This brings us to transport, which in itself appears to be the 
most challenging structuring element. Some travel will always 
be necessary to higher order facilities or amenities that could 
never be supported locally. But much more than that, travel 
for its own sake fulfils the human need for social intercourse, 
adventure, exploration, and inquiry, and promotes social 
cohesion by promoting human understanding. Travel is a really 
good thing, and an essential feature of sustainable communities, 
so how can we organise things to make it work?

For necessary travel, we will willingly pay our taxes for a 
first class system of subsidised public transport. This has the 
obvious consequence that the necessities of life (schools, doctors, 
hospitals, etc) must be at public transport stops (corridors are 
no place to be - things just rush by). There’s nothing new in that, 
except actually making it happen.

Travel for sheer joy, however, will need to be paid for at 
whatever its true cost happens to be. To travel for pleasure then 
becomes a matter of personal choice and priority. If we wish to 
use our taxes to subsidise such travel for certain people, or for 
certain purposes, or at certain times, so be it.

Finally, we must address the much neglected feature of 
sustainable communities, governance, by what civic institutions 
and civil processes shall we manage our places on a day to day 
basis? Local government in England has been systematically 
dismantled. This may be logical for those who would argue 
that modern communications are such that ‘little England’ can 
operate perfectly well and that a national policy framework, with 
local executive branch offices of administration, is all that we 
need.

However, that particular vision denies the variety of policy 
and responses to meet the attributes and needs of a community 

in one place, as distinct from another. It also denies the 
advantages and obligations of citizenship, through which we 
have responsibility for each other, and for maintaining the 
institutions and processes to resolve our differences. Truly 
representative parish councils, educated and articulate unitary 
councils, elected regional authorities, and a seizing back of 
power from the centre, are all possible over 25 years, and would 
reinvigorate local life.

HOW TO BREAK FREE
The language of current land use planning policy is repressive; it 
is highly prescriptive (one size fits all), extremely centralist (all 
power and most things revert to the Secretary of State), infected 
by bad science (fake precision in calculated housing and retail 
requirements, for example), mysterious (ask a planner to explain 
the calculation of density!), and is designed to maintain the status 
quo (ie we are confined to a pattern of urbanisation accumulated 
over time and in circumstances that have little relevance today 
- see how hard it is to win the argument to create a new place, let 
alone abandon a dying one).

Against that background, it is no surprise that current 
planning and urban design are now so predictable in their 
consequences. The desirable goal of ‘good development’ is now 
a formula. Everywhere is looking like everywhere else, and at its 
very best looks like a ‘new urbanism’ catalogue.

The challenge is to break free from the deadly ‘sequential 
approach’ and design the urban structure or framework of a 
region or sub-region to meet its real circumstances. The fabric 
of the structure will be founded on the eternal verities that 
are embedded in current urbanism – busy surveilled streets, 
mixed use centres, perimeter blocks, public transport oriented 
development, legibility, etc - but might spring free from the 
imagery of the medievalists, the faux Edwardians, even the 
New Modernists, and all the highly repetitive illustrations of 
unaffordable and irreproducible projects in an endless stream of 
‘good practice guides’.

Instead we should visualise a connected network of 
conspicuous places set in beautiful landscapes, oriented for the 
light and for views of the big sky and wider countryside. Places 
which are green in mind, spirit, texture and grain; joined up to 
the wider world and all its systems; large enough as a connected 
web or cluster to support a good quality of life, yet small enough 
for us sometimes to be recognised on the street. We need to 
design places that enable people to own the land, to work it if 
they wish, and to see the changing seasons and the night sky.

To find out where we could be in 25 years time, don’t start 
with Chester, Florence, Manchester, Islington or even Harlow 
and work forward. Start at the rammed-earth and tepee end, and 
work backwards. The Compact City is not sustainable. Find a 
fresh path. Quarry the Utopian visions, not the prescriptions of 
the metropolitan elite who you carry on your back!

David Lock is a planning and urban design consultant with a practice in Milton 
Keynes and Melbourne, Australia. He is Chair of the Town and Country Planning 
Association and City Discovery Centre Ltd, and Visiting Professor at the University 
of Reading.
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FOUNDER MEMBERS, HAS RESULTED IN THE CREATION OF THE ACADEMY 
FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES.



much you consume.
IT infrastructure is omnipresent, monitoring how much 

carbon you are using and strictly enforcing the carbon credits 
scheme. Biodiesel and bioethanol are widely used, but production 
is barely enough to meet everyone’s needs. A sophisticated traffic 
tracking system ensures that you get about in the most energy 
efficient way, but it’s a ‘big brother’ world, where extra indicators 
in your vehicle tell you the environmental cost of your journey, 
the carbon credits needed, otherwise your car will shut down 
automatically. Public transport systems - biodiesel buses and fuel-
cell trains - are fully integrated, while flying is a social taboo and 
cycling is an indispensable part of daily life.

The carbon credit system has also changed work patterns, 
many former city workers now work from home, or have moved 
into the city; consequently the suburbs are in decline and cities 
are dense and highly transport-efficient. Now, people who live 
simply are the ones who prosper, trading their excess carbon 
credits with the jet-set who are struggling to maintain their 
former lifestyles.

TRIBAL TRADING
The world went into energy shock in 2025, and cities slowly 
fell into disrepair as the struggle to survive drove people to 
grassroots lives in the countryside. Air-conditioned buildings 
were the first to be abandoned, while those in the few ‘passive’ 
buildings tried to carry on, but without a critical mass of activity 
locally, so they shut up shop. By 2055, cities are a distant memory, 
and small, self-sustaining rural communities powered by local 
microgrids dot the countryside. There are no big supermarkets, 
sleek financial centres, highways, airports or trains, and flying is 
no longer affordable (all commercial airlines closed down some 
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THE FUTURE IN 2055
Stefan Behling and Marylis Ramos describe ideas by Foster and Partners 
produced in collaboration with the DTI Foresight Project

Working with the Foresight Programme of the Office of Science 
and Technology at the Department for Trade and Industry 
(DTI), Foster and Partners has developed four scenarios, which 
relate to the synergy between development, low-impact energy 
sources and society’s acceptance of intelligent infrastructure 
systems.

There are two ‘axes of uncertainty’:
• Will we be able to find a viable, environmentally sustainable 
energy source to sustain our lifestyles in 2055?
• Will society embrace intelligent infrastructure to make 
way for a digital world where wireless networks and personal 
connectivity are an integral part of daily life?

Four scenarios emerge: the ‘Good Intentions’ scenario depicts 
2055 where people have accepted intelligent infrastructure 
but are still dependent on high-impact transport. The ‘Tribal 
Trading’ scenario describes severe energy shock, where 
people have neither intelligent infrastructure nor low impact 
transport systems. By contrast, in ‘Perpetual Motion’ there is 
full acceptance of intelligent infrastructure coupled with low-
impact transport systems. And finally, ‘Urban Colonies’ show 
successful low-impact transport systems, but where intelligent 
infrastructure systems were never widely accepted.

GOOD INTENTIONS
The impacts of a ‘business as usual’ approach to adopting 
alternative energy sources and public resistance to more 
sustainable lifestyles, means that oil has almost run out. 
Money is no longer relevant because carbon credits are the new 
currency - taxation is not about how much you earn, but how 



time ago) and so the only option for long distance travel is by 
steam-powered trains and ships.

But these communities are more human-scale, resourceful 
and innovative. People with mechanical and technical skills fare 
better; everyone lives and works from home, and mobility is by 
bicycle and horse. Buying something new is a luxury, and most 
people repair their possessions, recycling what they can. A new 
architectural typology has emerged - energy efficient living pods 
- making close-knit communities that generate food and power 
to sustain their populations, using renewable and hand-workable 
materials grown locally. The abundance of agricultural land 
provides a source of biomass, and biofuel and wind power meet 
energy needs.

But life is not all sunflowers; years of struggle have left their 
mark. Territorial disputes are commonplace as people fight to 
protect their communities, and few venture into the barren 
wastelands beyond their pods.

PERPETUAL MOTION
‘Always On’. Everyone lives fast and information is available 
wherever and whenever needed. It’s the sci-fi future that everyone 
dreamed of, with human interface devices - your personal digipad 
gives you access to information and a 3D virtual holographic 
link to colleagues, friends and family via the national wireless 
network. Leading up to 2025 there was a great research into wind 
and solar power, which has paid off, with energy farms making 
hydrogen fuel cells for power (with nuclear energy providing 
extra supply), making us 100 per cent carbon-free.

There is no energy shortage, guided low emission cars zip 
around busy city streets, but make traffic jams a thing of the past 
with fully automated highway systems. Public transport is also 
top quality with hydrogen powered buses and rapid intercity 
trains. Free mobility has led to a suburban boom, commuting 
vast distances to work is now very feasible, and the suburbs hold 
great appeal for young families. Cities are dense, but are really 
business and commercial centres with few high-rise residential 
developments. Most people use the wireless connections on public 
transport to videoconference and work on the way to the office, and 
the world is much smaller as people travel all over the world.

Cities are vivid and electronic - interactive displays tune their 
advertising to suit who’s walking past. And as cities get overtaken 
by our infrastructure, the ‘human scale’ becomes a thing of the 
past. The very essence of communication has changed - actual 
human contact is almost unnecessary.

URBAN COLONIES
Sustainability is the lifestyle of choice. Gone are the gas-guzzling 
SUVs, renewable energy generation is part of how we live, and 
the compact city has re-emerged. Public transport is so efficient 
that the space once needed for cars is reduced, paving the way for 
active street life, with abundant space for children to play and 
people to meet up. Because the cities are so compact, everyone 
walks and cycles.

Fully connected and pervasive IT infrastructure never caught 
on - human interaction is the key to establishing successful 
business relationships. Wireless networks are widely available, 
and intelligent infrastructure is used to provide real time public 

transport information, but ideas about intelligent infrastructure 
through tags and personal GPS tracking in 2025 were rejected. 
There is great public resistance to ‘big brother’ and mass paranoia 
about identity theft and privacy, both of which prevented 
governments from driving the IT through.

Nevertheless, this world is thriving and running on a variety 
of renewable energy sources. However, this energy is not cheap, 
so energy conservation is part of daily life, and the notion of 
waste is obsolete - recycling and repair are encouraged and 
widely adopted. Food is locally supplied; buildings are ‘green’ 
with urban agriculture, hydroponics and photovoltaics. The 
2007 building certification system really improved awareness 
of energy use, and so now every building has a real-time display 
of energy use for all to see. Life is good in the city, so suburbs are 
gradually being converted into green fields and solar farms.

Professor Stefan Behling is Senior Partner and Head of Research and Development 
at Foster and Partners, and Marylis Ramos is a sustainability researcher.  
All illustrations are by Narinder Sagoo. The full report of the Foresight project is 
available from the DTI.
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RECURRENT MATTERS FOR DEBATE ARE WHETHER THE GROUP SHOULD 
BECOME A PROFESSIONAL BODY AND/OR ACCREDIT COURSES; HOW TO 
ATTRACT NEW MEMBERS AND HOW TO REINFORCE LINKS WITH OTHER 
PROFESSIONS AND ORGANISATIONS. THESE ISSUES ARE LIKELY TO  
CONTINUE TO PRE-OCCUPY THE GROUP FOR YEARS TO COME.
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I doubt whether there has been a previous time when concerns 
for both Britain’s urban and rural environments have been 
higher. We all recognise that the built environment and 
countryside are different and almost opposite sides of the same 
coin. Successful urbanism, of which good urban design is an 
essential element, is vital to the preservation and enhancement 
of our rural environments. If towns do not work, the pressure on 
the countryside increases to make up for it.

The Urban Design Group draws its membership from 
perceptive designers demonstrating both design skills and an 
attitude of social responsibility. While it can be agreed that those 
- mainly architects, planners and engineers - who practice in the 
urban design field are all running businesses, most members are 
also pursuing a vocation with an agenda to improve the lot of the 
town-dweller.

However, it is surprising that very few members are 
developers; and yet if the piper calls the tune, it is the 
development industry with its access to funding which should 
be the predominant force behind making sustainable places 
at whatever scale. Making places, making profits, pursuing 
sustainability, and seeking quality in all aspects of buildings and 
spaces, must be understood as compatible if we are to achieve 
good urbanism.

Successful places are those in which there is clearly quality 
in the urban fabric, compatible uses, good civic and private 
sector management reconciling the conflicts which can arise 
through mixed uses, and the satisfactory financing of the private 
and public realms. The achievement of all of this is beyond the 
province of any single professional discipline, and yet we are 
reliant upon the collaboration of individual professionals and 
other participants in order to achieve success. Bringing together 
appropriate skills, creating buildings, bringing in occupiers, 
preserving our heritage, satisfying statutory controls, setting up 
and designing management systems to ensure sustainability, and 
then guiding the transition of the spaces into recognisable places 
- all of this is the role of the urbanist.

This challenging role also carries with it huge financial 
responsibility, the burden of which often leads to compromises 
and which can sometimes defeat the objectives.

The motive of profit-making remains important as it has always 
been in a free enterprise society, and our towns and cities prosper 
if the local economy is buoyant and sustainable. But taking the 
longer view is important and some broad principles about places 
are important to remember:
• successful places attract people whether to live, to visit, to 
work or for some economic function
• it is people who create financial transactions upon which 
sustainability is entirely dependent
• places are unlikely to be memorable and valuable unless they 

have particular and individual characteristics and a ‘raison d’être’
• places are made by the activities of people in spaces
• once created, locations become associated with human 
activities, and when these are enjoyable, profitable or essential 
for our individual well-being, they are also successful
• flexibility is important to allow originally vital uses to change, 
giving rise to the interplay of often dependent activities and uses, 
providing a lively and unique blend of urbanism.

In our lifetimes, we have seen the most remarkable rate of 
change. Spaces are made more quickly, standards of living 
greatly enhanced, and our ability to travel and to experience 
a wide variety of cultures is without precedent in human 
history. Helping places to keep pace with this trend is the role 
of the urbanist, whether he is a developer, a leader of an urban 
design team, an estate manager or the chief executive of a local 
authority facilitating the use of spaces in an experimental way, 
accelerating the creation of places which may, if left to evolve, 
take decades to establish.

Partnership is a much maligned term in the professions 
and industries that contribute to the field of urbanism, but it 
has become clear that the coming years will be crucial for the 
development of partnerships between the public and private 
sectors. Such partnerships must be creative both in concept and 
in practice; and while regulated by the statutory framework in 
which we must operate, their aims must be set on a single and 
shared course to provide places that the public will prize, protect 
and enhance with a sense of civic, although probably not legal, 
ownership. It is time for the public sector to think ‘outside the 
box’ and for developers to adopt urbanist attitudes, and for them 
both to brief consultants to create places or, at the very least, 
to develop buildings which will add to and reinforce the urban 
character of the immediate surroundings of a site.

Thinking beyond the straightjackets imposed by individual 
professional disciplines is an essential element of this mindset. 
The will to do this is self-evident within the UDG’s membership 
and also by the proliferation of organisations now formed 
to promote urbanism in its widest sense. Giving priority to 
urbanism will mean that we will have to work harder to be 
pioneers in design, collaboration and management and, if we are 
successful, our longer term profitability will be enhanced.

People make places, and places become more valuable as they 
become successful.

Trevor Osborne is a developer, and chairman of the Trevor Osborne Property Group 
Limited. He is the deputy chairman of the Academy of Urbanism and a trustee 
of The Royal Fine Art Commission Trust (Building of the Year Awards), and was 
previously a founding member and chairman of the Urban Villages Forum.

THINKING URBANISM
Trevor Osborne reflects on the responsibilities of the urbanist in the 
years ahead
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THE UDG CONTINUES TO HAVE A ROLE TO PRESS FOR QUALITY IN THE 
PUBLIC REALM, ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE BETTER SKILLS THROUGH  
A VARIETY OF MEANS, NOT LEAST OUR OWN EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 
– THE VISITS, THE LECTURES, THE CONFERENCES AND THE PUBLICATIONS. 
ABOVE ALL, THE UDG NEEDS TO CONTINUE TO BE A FORUM, A PLACE OF 
EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND VISIONS.

Having travelled through time in this special issue, and 
through our contributors’ visions glimpsed at what could lie 
ahead, we may now reflect on the key themes and lessons, 
some pessimistic, others optimistic.

Explicitly or not, environmental sustainability appears 
to be the greatest common denominator in how life will 
have changed by 2031. If we are currently basking in the 
peak oil period, we will soon need to control our demands 
on resources, develop new energy efficient gadgetry, and 
change how we live and work. For anyone with an interest 
in investing in new technologies, this issue should provide 
a wide array of ideas for what we may ultimately need and 
want, as attitudes change.

Different forms of travel and interchanges will assume, or 
perhaps regain their historical importance; our relationship 
with natural systems and capacity will also change, 
reverting to a virtually medieval relationship where we no 
longer exploit the natural environment to suit our needs 
or whims, but respect it and nurture it. Each of the visions 
seems to fall into either the pro or anti-city camp, no doubt 
bringing reassurance to today’s city, town, village or country 
dwellers respectively.

Complicated social changes are also forecast, from an 
ageing population, community and trans-nationalism, 
and sharper divides between the traditional ‘classes’, each 
of which may subtly change ideas about the design and 
management of the public realm. The character of streets 
and spaces though will not become sci-fi horrors, but look 
set to remain as the ‘social glue’, and be far better valued as 
we realise how much we need them.

No matter how ambitious our current development 
growth agenda appears, how we are designing and building 
today will certainly turn into tomorrow’s problems if we 
don’t ‘get it right’. Do we really want to face revisiting 
them and answering the puzzled questions of the next 
generation about why we built such dysfunctional places? 
Looking at the gamut of our contributors’ ideas, there is 
a clear awareness that we are already playing a game of 
consequences in our professional roles as well as private 
lives; we have lots of choices to make about how we want 
the future to unfold.

We would like to thank all of our contributors for 
their work for this special issue, and for being prepared to 
speculate about the future for our benefit.

Louise Thomas and Sebastian Loew

CONCLUSIONS: A GAME OF CONSEQUENCES?
Louise Thomas and Sebastian Loew

Above Greater respect and nurturing of the natural environment in the future? 
Photo: Simon Head
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PRACTICE INDEX

ACANTHUS FERGUSON MANN
Royal Colonnade, 18 Great George Street, 
Bristol BS1 5RH
Tel 0117 929 9293
Fax 0117 929 9295
Email admin@acanthusfm.co.uk
Website www.acanthusfm.co.uk
Contact George Ferguson
Registered architects and urban designers. 
Master planning, new buildings, historic 
buildings, urban renewal, feasibility 
studies, exhibition design and inspiration.

ALLEN PYKE ASSOCIATES 
The Factory 2 Acre Road, 
Kingston-upon-Thames KT2 6EF
Tel 020 8549 3434 
Fax 020 8547 1075
Email design@allenpyke.co.uk
Website www.allenpyke.co.uk  
Contact Katy Taylor
Innovative, responsive, committed, 
competitive, process; strategy, framework, 
masterplan, implement.  Priorities: people, 
spaces, movement, culture.  Places: 
regenerate, infill, extend create.
 
ALAN BAXTER & ASSOCIATES
Consulting Engineers,
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
Tel 020 7250 1555
Fax 020 7250 3022
Email abaxter@alanbaxter.co.uk
Website www.alanbaxter.co.uk
Contact Alan Baxter FIStructE MICE MConsE
An engineering and urban design practice 
with wide experience of new and existing 
buildings and complex urban issues. 
Particularly concerned with the thoughtful 
integration of buildings, infrastructure and 
movement, and the creation of places which 
are capable of simple and flexible renewal.

ANDREW MARTIN ASSOCIATES
Croxton’s Mill, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM3 3PJ
Tel 01245 361611
Fax 01245 362423
Email ama@amaplanning.com
Website www.amaplanning.com
Contacts Andrew Martin/Richard Hall
Strategic, local and master planning, 
urban design, project coordination and 
implementation, development briefs 
and detailed studies, historic buildings, 
conservation and urban regeneration and all 
forms of environmental impact assessment.

ANTHONY REDDY ASSOCIATES
Dartry Mills, Dartry Road, Dublin 6
Tel 00 353 1 498 7000
Fax 00 353 1 498 7001
Email info@anthonyreddy.com
Website www.anthonyreddy.com
Contact Tom Hennessy
Architecture, planning, urban design, 
project management. Master planning, 
development frameworks, urban 
regeneration, town centre renewal, 
residential, and mixed-use development.

ARNOLD LINDEN
Chartered Architect, 
54 Upper Montagu Street, London W1H 1FP
Tel 020 7723 7772
Fax 020 7723 7774
Contact Arnold Linden
Integrated regeneration through the 
participation in the creative process of 
the community and the public at large, of 
streets, buildings and places.

ARUP SCOTLAND
Scotstoun House, South Queensferry, 
Edinburgh EH30 4SE
Tel 0131 331 1999
Fax 0131 331 3730
Email arup.edinburgh@arup.com
Website www.arup.com
Contact David Anderson
Multidisciplinary consulting engineering 
practice in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Transport and environmental 
planning, infrastructure planning and 
design, civil and building engineering.

ASSAEL ARCHITECTURE LTD
Studio 13, 50 Carnwath Road,  
London SW6 3FG
Tel 020 7736 7744
Email maxwell@assael.co.uk
Website www.assael.co.uk
Contact Russell Pedley
Architects and urban designers covering 
mixed use, hotel, leisure, and residential, 
including urban frameworks and master 
planning projects. Based in London, but 
work nationally and internationally.

ATKINS PLC
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey 
KT18 5BW
Tel 01372 726140
Fax 01372 740055
Email atkinsinfo@atkinsglobal.com
Contact Nicola Hamill 
Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
planners, landscape designers, transport 
planners, urban designers, architects and 
environmental planners, specialising in 
master plans, development frameworks 
and concepts, development briefs, 
environmental assessment, environmental 
improvements, town centre renewal, traffic 
management and contaminated land. 

AUKETT ASSOCIATES
2 Great Eastern Wharf, Parkgate Road, 
London SW11 4NT
Tel 020 7924 4949
Fax 020 7978 6720
Email email@aukett.com
Contact Nicholas Sweet
Multi-disciplinary design group offering 
architecture, urban design, engineering, 
landscape architecture and interiors. It 
operates through 14 European offices and 
specialise in large-scale commercial, mixed-
use master planning.

AUSTIN-SMITH:LORD LLP 
Port of Liverpool Building, 
Pier Head, Liverpool L3 1BY
Tel 0151 227 1083
Fax 0151 258 1448
Email andy.smith@austinsmithlord.com
Contact Andy Smith
Also at London, Cardiff and Glasgow
Multi-disciplinary national practice with 
a specialist urban design unit backed by 
the landscape and core architectural units. 
Wide range and scale of projects providing 
briefing, concept development, master 
planning, design guidance, implementation 
and management.

BABTIE GROUP
School Green, Shinfield, Reading, Berks 
RG2 9XG
Tel 0118 988 1555
Fax 0118 988 1666
Email paul.townsend@jacobs.com
A truly ‘one-stop’ consultancy of landscape 
architects, architects, urban designers and 
planners specialising in town and landscape 
assessment, urban design frameworks, 
regeneration visions and strategies, quality 
public space design, integrated strategies 
of public consultation.

BAKER ASSOCIATES
The Crescent Centre, Temple Back, Bristol 
BS1 6EZ
Tel 0117 933 8950
Fax 0117 925 7714
Email all@bakerassocs.com
Contact Claire Mitcham
Urban design is an integral part of Baker 
Associates town planning and regeneration 
work. The firm provides a wide range of 
design services in urban and rural locations 
including townscape and site context 
appraisals, urban design and regeneration 
frameworks, area action plans, master 
planning and site layouts, site promotion, 
design guides and statements, public realm 
strategies, design policy advice and public 
participation.

BARTON WILLMORE PARTNERSHIP
Beansheaf Farmhouse, Bourne Close, Calcot, 
Reading, Berks RG31 7BW
Tel 0118 943 0000
Fax 0118 943 0001
masterplanning@bartonwillmore.co.uk
Contact Clive Rand
Urban design from concept through to 
implementation. Complex and sensitive 
sites, comprehensive and innovative design 
guides, urban regeneration, brownfield 
sites, and major urban expansions.

THE BELL CORNWELL PARTNERSHIP
Oakview House, Station Road, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 9TP
Tel 01256 766673
Fax 01256 768490
Email savery@bell-cornwell.co.uk
Website www.bell-cornwell.co.uk
Contact Simon Avery
Specialists in urban and master planning 
and the coordination of major development 
proposals. Advisors on development plan 
representations, planning applications and 
appeals. Professional witnesses at public 
inquiries.

BENNETT URBAN PLANNING
One America Street, London SE1 0NE
Tel 020 7208 2029
Fax 020 7208 2023
Email mike.ibbott@tpbennett.co.uk
Contact Mike Ibbott
Development planning, urban design, 
conservation and master planning – making 
places and adding value through creative, 
intelligent, progressive, dynamic and joyful 
exploration.

BLAMPIED & PARTNERS LTD
Areen House 282 King Street, London  
W6 0SJ
Tel 020 8563 9175
Fax 020 8563 9176 
Email yvette.newton@blampied.co.uk
Website www.blampied.co.uk
Contact Clive Naylor
Architectural master planning, urban 
design, tourism, education, commercial 
expertise in the United Kingdom and 
overseas.

CONTRIBUTORS

Joe Holyoak, architect and urban 
designer, Principal Lecturer in 
Urban Design at University of 
Central England

Sebastian Loew, architect and 
planner, writer and consultant, 
teaching at the University of 
Westminster

Louise Thomas, independent 
urban designer and Director of the 
Urban Renaissance Institute
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The Old Chapel
1 Holly Road, Twickenham TW1 4EA
Tel 020 8744 4440
Emai tim@architech.co.uk
Website www.architech.co.uk
Contact Tim Day
Eco-urbanism guides the partnership’s core 
disciplines of architecture, urban design 
and community planning.

BROADWAY MALYAN ARCHITECTS
3 Weybridge Business Park, Weybridge, 
Surrey KT15 2BW
Tel 01932 845599
Fax 01932 856206
Email d.moore@broadwaymalyan.com
Website www.broadwaymalyan.com
Contact David Moore
A multi-disciplinary practice providing the 
highest quality services in master planning, 
urban regeneration and funding. Planning, 
architecture, landscape architecture, 
interior design and sustainable energy 
efficient design. Offices also in London, 
Reading, Southampton, Manchester, Lisbon, 
Madrid and Warsaw.

BROCK CARMICHAEL ARCHITECTS
19 Old Hall Street, Liverpool L3 9JQ
Tel 0151 242 6222
Fax 0151 326 4467
Email office@brockcarmichael.co.uk
Contact Michael Cosser
Master plans and development briefs. 
Mixed-use and brownfield regeneration 
projects. Design in historic and sensitive 
settings. Integrated environmental and 
landscape design skills via BCA Landscape.

BROWNE SMITH & BAKER ARCHITECTS
Morton House Morton Road,  
Darlington DL1 4PT
Tel 01325 462345
Fax 01325 381419
Email info-d@brownesmithbaker.com
Website www.brownesmithbaker.com
Contact D D Brown
Urban design, master planning and digital 
visualisation services with a specialist, in 
house team. Clients include One Northeast, 
Taylor Woodrow, Lovell, and District of 
Easington.

BUILDING DESIGN PARTNERSHIP
16 Brewhouse Yard, Clerkenwell, London 
EC1V 4LJ
Tel 020 7812 8000
Fax 020 7812 8399
Email aj-tindsley@bdp.com
Website  www.bdp.co.uk
Contact  Andrew Tindsley
BDP offers town planning, master planning, 
urban design, landscape, regeneration and 
sustainability studies, and has teams based 
in London, Manchester and Belfast.

BURNS + NICE
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
Tel 020 7253 0808
Fax 020 7253 0909
Email bn@burnsnice.com
Website www.burnsnice.com
Contacts Marie Burns/ Stephen Nice 
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
environmental and transport planning. 
Master planning, design and public 
consultation for community-led 
regeneration including town centres, public 
open space, transport, infrastructure and 
commercial development projects.

BURRELL FOLEY FISCHER
York Central, 70–78 York Way, London  
N1 9AG
Tel 020 7713 5333
Fax 020 7713 5444
Email mail@bff-architects.co.uk
Website www.bff-architects.co.uk
Contact John Burrell
Urban regeneration and arts and 
cultural buildings – museums, galleries, 
theatres, cinemas. Redevelopment of 
redundant estate land, urban housing. 
New settlements. New design in historic 
contexts. Waterfront buildings and 
strategies.

BUSINESS LOCATION SERVICES LTD
Innovative Urban Design and Planning
2 Riverside House, Heron Way, Newham, 
Truro, Cornwall TR1 2XN
Tel 01872 222777
Fax 01872 222700
Email blsltd@globalnet.co.uk
Website www.bls.co.uk
Contact Russell Dodge
BLS provides a multi-disciplinary approach 
to town planning, urban regeneration, 
grant funding, economic development and 
property consultancy.

CALDERPEEL CARDEN CROFT
Market Court, 20-24 Church Street, 
Altrincham WA14 4DW
Tel 0161 929 7622
Fax 0161 929 7655
Email chrisparks@calderpeel.com
Website www.calderpeel.com
Contact Christopher Parks
Architectural practice with dedicated team 
of urban designers offering a commercially 
minded holistic design service, delivering 
responsive and sustainable environments.

CDN PLANNING LTD
77 Herbert Street, Pontardawe, Swansea  
SA8 4ED
Tel 01792 830238
Fax 01792 863895
Email cdnplanning@btopenworld.com
Website www.cdnplanning.com
Contact Kedrick Davies
Urban design, planning and development. 
Integration of land-use planning and 
urban design. Collaborative and community 
working to enhance the environment. 
Feasibility studies and design.

CHAPMAN TAYLOR
96 Kensington High St, London W8 4SG
Tel 020 7371 3000
Fax 020 7371 1949
Email ctlondon@chapmantaylor.com
Website www.chapmantaylor.com
Contacts Adrian Griffiths/Paul Truman
Chapman Taylor is an international firm of 
architects and urban designers specialising 
in mixed-use city centre regeneration 
projects throughout Europe.

CHARTER CONSULTANTS ARCHITECTS
Architecture and Urban Design
2 St Stephen’s Court, 15-17 St Stephen Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH2 6LA
Tel  01202 554625
Fax  01202 294007
bournemouth@charter-architects.com
Contact  Martin Dobbs
Charter is committed to the delivery of 
excellence in design and service and offers 
expertise and project experience in diverse 
sectors including leisure, mixed use, 
residential, commercial, retail, education, 
health and government facilities. 
Based in four national offices, Bedford, 
Bournemouth, London and Ipswich, 
Charter employs over 100 committed and 
enthusiastic staff.

CHILD GRADDON LEWIS ARCHITECTS
Studio 1, 155 Commercial Street, London 
E1 6BJ
Tel 020 7539 1200
Fax 020 7539 1201
Email hq@cgluk.com
Website www.cgluk.com
Contact Mike Lewis
Architects and master planners specialising 
in the creation of attractive, sustainable 
and inclusive urban environments and 
communities in areas requiring renewal and 
regeneration with particular experience in 
East London and the West Midlands.

CHRIS BLANDFORD ASSOCIATES
1 Swan Court, 9 Tanner Street, London SE1 3LE
Tel 020 7089 6480
Fax 020 7089 9260
Email mmartin@cba.uk.net
Website www.cba.uk.net
Contacts Chris Blandford/Mike Martin
Also at Uckfield
Landscape architecture, environmental 
assessment, ecology, urban renewal, 
development economics, town planning, 
historic landscapes, conservation of cultural 
heritage.

CIVIC DESIGN PARTNERSHIP
22 Sussex Street, London SW1V 4RW
Tel 020 7233 7419
Fax 020 7931 8431
Contact Peter J Heath
Led since 1990 by architect and town 
planner Peter Heath, the practice 
undertakes all aspects of public realm 
projects throughout the UK for public and 
private sectors. Recent London projects 
include proposals for the setting of 
Parliament, regeneration in Fulham and 
pedestrianisation plans for Trafalgar and 
Parliament Squares. Specialisms also include 
lighting strategies, product design, street 
furniture manuals and design guides.

CIVIX
Exton Street, London SE1 8UE
Tel 020 7620 1589
Fax 020 7620 1592
Email mail@civix.demon.co.uk
Website www.civix.co.uk
Contact Daniel Bone
Urban design, development planning and 
project management devising town centre 
appraisals, urban design frameworks, site 
development briefs, design guidelines, 
master plans and management strategies 
for implementation.

CLARKE KLEIN & CHAUDHURI 
ARCHITECTS
5 Dryden Street, London WC2E 9NW
Tel 020 7829 8460
Fax 020 7240 5600
Email info@ckcarchitects.com
Contact Wendy Clarke
Small design-led practice focusing on 
custom solutions for architectural, planning 
or urban design projects. Emphasis on 
research and detailed briefings to explore 
the potential for appropriate and innovative 
urban design proposals.

CLUTTONS LLP
Portman House, 2 Portman Street,  
London W1H 6DU
Tel 020 7408 1010 
Fax 020 7629 3263
Email SLazzerini@cluttons.com
Website www.cluttons.com
Contact Silvia Lazzerini
Large property consultancy with regional 
presence. Integrated approach comprising 
market advice, planning and design 
feasibility studies, development and design 
briefs, design statements, site layouts, 
planning documents, applications and 
appeals.

COLIN BUCHANAN & PARTNERS
Newcombe House, 45 Notting Hill Gate, 
London W11 3PB
Tel 020 7309 7000
Fax 020 7309 0906
Email cbp@cbuchanan.co.uk
Contact Martina Juvara
Planning, regeneration, urban design, 
transport and traffic management and 
market research from offices in London, 
Edinburgh, Bristol and Manchester. 
Specialism in area based regeneration, town 
centres and public realm design.

COLOUR URBAN DESIGN LIMITED
Milburn House, Dean Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1LE
Tel 0191 242 4224
Fax 0191 242 2442
Email  colour@colour-udl.com
Website www.colour-udl.com
Contact  Peter Owens
Concept to completion on site. Delivery 
of design oriented projects with full 
client participation. Contemporary public 
spaces, regeneration, development, master 
planning, residential, education and 
healthcare.

COLVIN & MOGGRIDGE
4 Bourlet Close, London W1H 6BU
Tel 020 7323 9752
Fax 020 7323 9777
Email london@colmog.co.uk
Contacts Martin Bhatia (London)/Michael  
 Ibbotson (Glos) 01367 860225
Long established practice of landscape 
architects with expertise in the full range 
and complexity of projects including 
planning and design of public and private 
space in towns and cities.

CONROY CROWE KELLY ARCHITECTS
65 Merrion Square, Dublin 2, Ireland
Tel 00 353 1 661 3990
Fax 00 353 1 676 5715
Email info@cck.ie
Website www.cck.ie
Contacts Clare Burke and David Wright
Architecture, urban design, master 
planning, town village studies, urban 
frameworks. The practice advocates 
the design of mixed use residential 
developments with a strong identity and 
sense of place.

CONSERVATION ARCHITECTURE & 
PLANNING
Wey House, Standford Lane, Headley, 
Hants GU35 8RH
Tel 01420 472830
Fax 01420 477346
Email cap@capstudios.co.uk
Website www.capstudios.co.uk
Contact Jack Warshaw
CAP connects urban design and 
conservation of good places. CAP is 
government approved. CAP’s clients 
cover all sectors nationwide. CAP accepts 
historic areas, regeneration, topic 
studies, buildings, settings, new design, 
conservation solutions and expert witness 
commissions.

COOPER CROMAR
Newton House, 457 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow G2 3LG
Tel 0141 332 2570 
Fax 0141 332 2580
Email info@coopercromar.com
Website www.coopercromar.com
Contact Alan Stark
Architecture and urban design for inner city 
commercial, residential and offices. Master 
planning and feasibility studies for business 
and industrial parks.

CUNNANE STRATTON REYNOLDS
3 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2, Ireland
Tel 00 353 1 661 0419
Fax 00 353 1 661 0431
Email info@csrlandplan.ie
Contact  Aine Ryan
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X DAVID HUSKISSON ASSOCIATES
17 Upper Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN1 2DU
Tel 01892 527828
Fax 01892 510619
Email dha@dha-landscape.co.uk
Contact Rupert Lovell
Landscape consultancy offering master 
planning, streetscape and urban 
park design, landscape design and 
implementation, estate restoration, 
environmental impact assessments and 
expert witness. Quality assured practice.

DAVID LOCK ASSOCIATES LTD
50 North Thirteenth Street, Central Milton 
Keynes, Milton Keynes MK9 3BP
Tel 01908 666276
Fax 01908 605747
Email mail@davidlock.com
Website www.davidlock.com
Contact Will Cousins
Planning, urban design, architecture, land 
use and transportation planning. Urban 
regeneration, mixed use projects including 
town and city centres, urban expansion 
areas, new settlements and historic 
districts. Strategic planning studies, area 
development frameworks, development 
briefs, design guidelines, master planning, 
implementation strategies, environmental 
statements and public inquiries.

DEGW PLC ARCHITECTS & 
CONSULTANTS
8 Crinan Street, London N1 9SQ
Tel 020 7239 7777
Fax 020 7278 3613
Email lnicolaou@degw.co.uk
Website www.degw.co.uk
Contact Lora Nicolaou
Development planning and briefing. Master 
planning and urban design. Strategic 
briefing and space planning. Architecture 
and interiors.

DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS LTD
200 Upper Richmond Road,  
London SW15 2SH
Tel 020 8780 1800
Fax 020 8780 2646
Email m.furnival@devereux.co.uk
Website www.devereux.co.uk
Contact Marc Furnival
Masterplanning, planning advice, 
development briefs, site feasibility studies, 
sustainable development advice and project 
management

DHA PLANNING
Eclipse House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne 
Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN
Tel 01622 776226
Fax 01622 776227
Email info@dhaplanning.co.uk
Website dhaplanning.co.uk
Contact Matthew Woodhead
Planning and Urban Design Consultancy 
offering a full range of Urban Design 
services including masterplanning, 
development briefs & design statements. 

DNS STUART
Gloucester House, 29 Brunswick Square
Gloucester GL1 1UN
Tel 01452 413726
Fax 07092 117995
Email bd@dnaconsultancy.co.uk
Website www.dnawalkerstuart.co.uk
Contact Mark Newey
Urban design practice providing a 
responsive and professional service by 
experienced urban designers from both 
landscape and architectural backgrounds.

DPDS CONSULTING GROUP
Old Bank House, 5 Devizes Road, Old Town, 
Swindon, Wilts SN1 4BJ
Tel 01793 610222
Fax 01793 512436
Email dpds.swindon@dpds.co.uk
Website www.dpds.co.uk
Contact Les Durrant
Town planning, environmental assessments, 
architecture, landscape architecture and 
urban design: innovative solutions in 
master planning, design guidance and 
development frameworks.

DUALCHAS BUILDING DESIGN
Duisdale Beag, Sleat, Isle of Skye IV43 8QU
Tel 01471 833300
Email info@dualchas.com
Website www.dualchas.com
Contact Lara Hinde

EC HARRIS LLP
1 Park Lane, Leeds LS3 1 EP
Tel 0113 243 0624
Fax  0113 243 2431
Email nick.kealey@echarris.com
Contact  Nick Kealey
Specialist in understanding the process 
of urban design. Engagement and 
empowerment of local stakeholders. 
Project management from a regeneration 
perspective. Early win projects. Community 
involvement strategies. Linking stakeholder 
needs in major mixed used projects. The 
value (£) of people to places.

EDAW PLC
1A Lonsdale Square, London N1 1EN
Tel 020 7700 9500
Fax 020 7700 9599
Email edaweurope@edaw.co.uk
Contacts Bill Hanway and Jason Prior
MANCHESTER
Express Networks Phase 2, 3 George Leigh 
Street, Manchester M4 5DL
Tel 0161 200 1860
Fax 0161 236 3191
EDINBURGH
5 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7AL
Tel 0131 226 3939
Fax 0131 220 3934
EDAW’s European region is led from London, 
with offices in Manchester and Edinburgh 
providing urban design, planning, 
landscape architecture and economic 
development services. Particular expertise 
in market-driven development frameworks, 
urban regeneration, master planning and 
implementation. 

ENGLISH PARTNERSHIPS
Urban Design Team, National Consultancy 
Unit, Central Business Exchange,  
414-428 Midsummer Boulevard,  
Milton Keynes MK9 EA
Tel 01908 692692
Fax 01908 353605
louisewyman@englishpartnerships.co.uk
Contact Louise Wyman

ENTEC UK LTD
Gables House Kenilworth Road, Leamington 
Spa, Warwicks CV32 6JX
Tel 01926 439 000
Fax 01926 439 010
Email brann@entecuk.co.uk
Website www.entecuk.co.uk
Contact Nick Brant
Master planning, urban design, 
development planning and landscape 
within broad based multidisciplinary 
environmental and engineering consultancy. 
Related expertise in project management, 
consultation, transportation, sustainability, 
contaminated land remediation, ecology 
and air and noise quality assessment.

FABRIK
38 A High Street, Alton,  
Hampshire GU34 1BD
Tel 01420 593250
Fax 01420 544243
Contact Johnny Rath

FAULKNERBROWNS
Dobson House, Northumbrian Way, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE12 0QW
Tel 0191 268 3007
Fax 0191 268 5227
Email info@faulknerbrowns.co.uk
Contact Neil Taylor
Architectural design services from inception 
to completion: Stages A–M RIBA plan of 
work. Expertise in transport, urban design, 
master planning, commercial and leisure 
projects. Interior and furniture design.  
CDM planning supervisors.

FAULKS PERRY CULLEY AND RECH
Lockington Hall, Lockington, Derby DE74 
2RH
Tel 01509 672772
Fax 01509 674565
Email tim.jackson@fpcr.co.uk
Website www.fpcr.co.uk
Contact Tim Jackson 
Integrated design and environmental 
practice of architects, landscape 
architects, urban designers and ecologists. 
Specialists in master planning, urban and 
mixed use regeneration, development 
frameworks, EIAs and public inquiries. 45 
years experience of working extensively 
throughout the UK and overseas.

4D LANDSCAPE DESIGN
PO Box 554, Bristol BS99 2AX
Tel 0117 942 7943
Fax 0117 914 6038
Email 4DLD@4DLD.com
Contact Michelle Lavelle
Our design decisions are not based on any 
systematised approach, rather a considered 
response to the client, brief, site and 
budget. We endeavour to create spaces that 
make people feel special.

FRAMEWORK ARCHITECTURE AND 
URBAN DESIGN
3 Marine Studios, Burton Lane, Burton 
Waters, Lincoln LN1 2WN
Tel 01522 535383
Fax 01522 535363
Email info@frameworklincoln.co.uk
Contact Gregg Wilson
Architecture and urban design. The 
fundamental approach of the practice is 
characterised by its commitment to the 
broader built environment. Work is born 
out of an interest in the particular dynamic 
of a place and the design opportunities 
presented.

GILLESPIES
Environment by Design
GLASGOW
21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP
Tel 0141 420 8200
Fax 0141 429 8796
Email admin.glasgow@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Brian M Evans
MANCHESTER
Tel 0161 928 7715
Fax 0161 927 7680
admin.manchester@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Fraser Teal
OXFORD
Tel 01865 326789
Fax 01865 327070
Email admin.oxford@gillespies.co.uk
Contact Paul F Taylor
Urban design, landscape architecture, 
architecture, planning, environmental 
assessment, planning supervisors and 
project management.

GL HEARN PLANNING
20 Soho Square, London W1D 3QW
Tel 020 7851 4900
Fax 020 7851 4910
Email david_beardmore@glhearn.com
Contact David Beardmore
Master plans and development briefs for 
new communities and brownfield sites; 
urban design framework studies; fine grain 
studies addressing public realm design 
and improvement. Specialists in retail and 
economic regeneration.

GMW ARCHITECTS
PO Box 1613, 239 Kensington High Street, 
London W8 6SL
Tel 020 7937 8020
Fax 020 7937 5815 
Email info@gmwp.co.uk
Website www.gmw-architects.com
Contact Terry Brown
Land development appraisals. Urban 
planning and regeneration strategies. 
Formulation of development and design 
briefs including packaging to suit 
appropriate funding strategies. Master plan 
design studies. Architecture and design 
management skills relevant to project 
partnering, framework agreements and 
multi-disciplinary teamwork.

GOLDCREST HOMES PLC
3 Hurlingham Business Park, Sullivan Road 
London SW6 3DU
Tel  020 77317111
Fax  020 7381 7782
Email  adams@goldcresthomes.co.uk
Contact  Alan Roake

GVA GRIMLEY
Enterprise House, 55-59 Adelaide Street, 
Belfast BT2 8FE
Tel 028 9072 6027
Fax 028 9072 6061
Email justine.west@gvagrimley.co.uk
Contact Justine West
Also at London and Manchester
Planning, development and urban 
regeneration consultancy with 
multidisciplinary teams of urban designers, 
architects, town planners, graphic 
designers, development surveyors and 
economists. Providing deliverable quality 
design solutions from the strategic regional 
scale to site specific.

HALCROW GROUP LTD
44 Brook Green, Hammersmith, London 
W6 7BY
Tel 020 7603 1618
Fax 020 7603 5783
Email shaheeda@halcrow.com
Website www.halcrow.com
Contact Asad Shaheed
Award winning urban design consultancy, 
integrating planning, transport and 
environment. Full development cycle 
covering feasibility, concept, design and 
implementation.

HANKINSON DUCKETT ASSOCIATES
Landscape Studio, Reading Road, Lower 
Basildon, Reading RG8 9NE
Tel 01491 872185
Fax 01491 874109
Email consult@hda-enviro.co.uk
Contacts Ian Hankinson/ Moira Hankinson/  
 Brian Duckett
An environmental planning consultancy 
with landscape architects, architects and 
ecologists, providing a comprehensive 
approach which adds value through 
innovative solutions. Development 
planning, new settlements, environmental 
assessment, re-use of redundant buildings.

HEPHER DIXON
Bridewell Gate, 9 Bridewell Place,  
London EC4V 6AW
Tel 020 7353 0202
Fax 020 7353 1818
ben.vanbruggen@hepherdixon.co.uk 
Website www.hepherdixon.co.uk
Contact Ben van Bruggen
Hepher Dixon offers a full range of town 
planning and urban design services. These 
include housing capacity studies, master 
plan work and development briefs.
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XHOK INTERNATIONAL LTD
216 Oxford Street, London W1C 1DB
Tel 020 7636 2006
Fax 020 7636 1987
Email tim.gale@hok.com
Contact Tim Gale
HOK delivers design of the highest quality. 
It is one of Europe’s leading architectural 
practices, offering talented and experienced 
people in a diverse range of building types, 
skills and markets. Tim Gale heads the 
landscape planning and urban design group.

HOLMES PARTNERSHIP
89 Minerva Street, Glasgow G3 8LE
Tel 0141 204 2080
Fax 0141 204 2082
Email glasgow@holmespartnership.com
Contact Harry Phillips
Urban design, planning, renewal, 
development and feasibility studies. 
Sustainability and energy efficiency. 
Commercial, industrial, residential, health 
care, education, leisure, conservation and 
restoration.

HYLAND EDGAR DRIVER
One Wessex Way, Colden Common, 
Winchester, Hants SO21 1WG
Tel 01962 711 600
Fax 01962 713 945
Email hed@heduk.com
Website www.heduk.com
Contact John Hyland
Hyland Edgar Driver offers innovative 
problem solving, driven by cost efficiency 
and sustainability, combined with 
imagination and coherent aesthetic of the 
highest quality.

INDIGO PLANNING LTD
Queens House, Holly Road, Twickenham 
TW1 4EG
Tel  020 8607 9511
Fax  020 8607 6512
Email  info@indigoplanning.com
Website  www.indigoplanning.com
Contact Andy King

INTELLIGENT SPACE PARTNERSHIP LTD
Parchment House, 13 Northburgh Street
London EC1V 0JP
Tel 020 7014 5980
Fax 020 7014 5981
Email eduxbury@intelligentspace.com
Website www.intelligentspace.com
Contact Elspeth Duxbury
Planning analysis and support, pedestrian 
modelling, GIS and specialists in retail and 
urban master planning.

JOHN ROSE ASSOCIATES
The Old Pump House, Middlewood Road, 
Poynton, Cheshire SK12 1SH
Tel 01625 873356
Fax 01625 859459
Email admin@johnroseassociates.co.uk
Website www.johnroseassociates.co.uk
Contact John Rose
Professional and realistic advice to local 
authorities, developers and corporate and 
private clients. Analyses problems, prepares 
briefs and creates bespoke design solutions, 
which maximise development opportunities, 
and formulates sustainable strategies.

JOHN THOMPSON AND PARTNERS
Wren House, 43 Hatton Gardens, London 
EC1N 6EL
Tel 020 7405 1211
Fax 020 7405 1221
Email jtplon@jtp.co.uk
Contact John Thompson
Multidisciplinary practice, working 
throughout the UK and Europe, specialising 
in architecture, urban design and master 
planning, urban regeneration, new 
settlements and community consultation; 
addressing the problems of physical, 
social and economic regeneration through 
collaborative interdisciplinary community 
based planning.

JON ROWLAND URBAN DESIGN
65 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford OX2 9HE
Tel 01865 863642
Fax 01865 863502
Email jonrowland@jrud.co.uk
Website www.jrud.co.uk
Contact Jon Rowland
Urban design, urban regeneration, 
development frameworks, site appraisals, 
town centre studies, design guidance, 
public participation and master planning.

KEITH SIMPSON & ASSOCIATES CO LTD 
145 Lakeview Drive, Airside Business Park 
Swords, Co Dublin 
Tel 00 353 1 890 4085
Fax 00 353 1 890 4095
Email ksa@ksa.ie
Website www.ksa.ie
Contact Geraldine Rice 
A dynamic multi-disciplinary built 
environment practice specialising 
in planning, master planning, urban 
design, architecture, landscape design, 
conservation and project management. 

KEMBER LOUDON WILLIAMS LTD
Ridgers Barn, Bunny Lane, Eridge  
Near Tunbridge Wells TN3 9HA
Tel 01892 750018
Fax 01892 750019
Email  juliet.billingham@klw.co.uk
Website www.klw.co.uk
Contact Juliet Billingham

LANDSCAPE PROJECTS
31 Blackfriars Road, Salford,  
Manchester M3 7AQ
Tel 0161 839 8336
Fax 0161 839 7155
Email post@landscapeprojects.co.uk
Contact Neil Swanson

LAND USE CONSULTANTS
43 Chalton Street, London NW1 1JD
Tel 020 7383 5784
Fax 020 7383 4798
Email luc@london.landuse.co.uk
Website www.landuse.co.uk
Contact John Grantham
Urban regeneration, landscape design, 
master planning, sustainable development, 
land use planning, EIA, SEA in UK and 
overseas. Offices in London, Glasgow and 
Bristol.

LATHAM ARCHITECTS
St Michael’s, Queen Street, Derby DE1 3SU
Tel 01332 365777
Fax 01332 290314
Email enquiries@lathamarchitects.co.uk
Contact Derek Latham
The creative reuse of land and buildings. 
Planning, landscape and architectural 
expertise. Town and city centres, national 
parks, conservation areas, listed buildings, 
combining the new with the old. Master 
planning, development proposals, EIAs.

LDA DESIGN
14-17 Wells Mews, London W1T 3HF
Tel 020 7467 1470
Fax 020 7467 1471
Email info@lda-design.co.uk
Contacts John Phillipps/ John Hopkins
Multidisciplinary firm covering all aspects 
of master planning, urban regeneration, 
public realm design, public art strategies, 
landscape design, ecology, environmental 
impact assessments and community 
involvement.

LEVITT BERNSTEIN ASSOCIATES LTD
1 Kingsland Passage, London E8 2BB
Tel 020 7275 7676
Fax 020 7275 9348
Email post@levittbernstein.co.uk
Website www.levittbernstein.co.uk
Contact Patrick Hammill
Levitt Bernstein are acknowledged leaders 
in the fields of urban renewal, housing and 
buildings for the arts and winners of many 
awards. Services offered include urban 
design, master planning, full architectural 
service, lottery grant bid advice, interior 
design, urban renewal consultancy and 
landscape design.

LHC URBAN DESIGN
Design Studio, Emperor Way, Exeter Business 
Park, Exeter, Devon EX1 3QS
Tel 01392 444334
Fax 01392 445080
Email jbaulch@ex.lhc.net
Contact John Baulch
Urban design analysis and frameworks. 
Master planning of greenfield and 
brownfield regeneration sites. Home zones: 
new build and retrofit. Visual impact 
studies.

LIVING CITIES CONSULTANCY LTD
Cavendish House, St Andrew’s Court,
Burley, Leeds LS3 1JY 
Tel 0113 243 5808 
Fax 0776 458 8932 
Email contact@livingcities.co.uk
Contact Farouk Stemmet
Urbanism: understanding all professions 
involved in making cities but taking a 
broader view than each: enabling an 
open and integrated approach that gives 
sustainable city-wide results. Identifying 
synergies that realise project benefits 
beyond the brief.

LIVINGSTON EYRE ASSOCIATES
35–42 Charlotte Road, London EC2A 3PD
Tel 020 7739 1445
Fax 020 7729 2986
Email lea@livingstoneyre.co.uk
Contact Laura Stone
Landscape architecture, urban design, public 
housing, health, education, heritage, sports.

LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES
William Robinson Buildings, Woodfield 
Terrace, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex  
CM24 8AJ
Tel 01279 647044
Fax 01279 813566
Email office@lizlake.com
Website www.lizlake.com
Contact Matt Lee
Urban fringe/brownfield sites where  
an holistic approach to urban design, 
landscape, and ecological issues can 
provide robust design solutions.

LLEWELYN DAVIES YEANG
Brook House, 2 Torrington Place, London 
WC1E 7HN
Tel 020 7637 0181
Fax 020 7637 8740
Email s.gray@ldavies.com
Contact Simon Gray
Architecture, planning, urban design, 
development and master planning; urban 
regeneration, town centre and conservation 
studies; urban design briefs, landscape and 
public realm strategies.

LOVEJOY
Level Seven, 52 Grosvenor Gardens,  
London SW1W 0AU
Tel  020 7901 9911
Fax  020 7901 9901
Email enquiries@lovejoylondon.uk.com
Website www.lovejoy.uk.com
Contacts David Blackwood Murray/  
 Martin Kelly
Also at Birmingham 0121 329 7976
Land planners specialising in environmental 
planning, urban design and landscape 
architecture in the UK and overseas.

LSI ARCHITECTS LLP
The Old Drill Hall, 23 A Cattle Market Street, 
Norwich NR1 3DY
Tel  01603 660711
Fax  01603 623213
david.thompson@lsiarchitects.co.uk
Contact  David Thompson
Large scale master planning and 
visualisation demonstrated in specific 
sectors such as health, education and 
business, and in detailed proposals for 
new sustainable settlements on brownfield 
sites, such as the 4th millennium village in 
King’s Lynn.

LYONS + SLEEMAN + HOARE
Nero Brewery, Cricket Green, Hartley 
Wintney, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8QA
Tel 01252 844144
Fax 01252 844800
Email andrewaldridge@lsharch.co.uk
Contact Andrew Aldridge
Architecture, planning, master planning, 
urban design – commercial practice 
covering a broad spectrum of work 
– particularly design of buildings and spaces 
in urban and historic contexts.

MACCORMAC JAMIESON PRICHARD
9 Heneage Street, London E1 5LJ
Tel 020 7377 9262
Fax 020 7247 7854
Email mjp@mjparchitects.co.uk
Website www.mjparchitects.co.uk
Contact Liz Pride
Range from major master plans to small, 
bespoke buildings. Acclaimed contemporary 
buildings designed for historic centres 
of London, Cambridge, Oxford, Bristol 
and Durham. In Dublin, the Ballymun 
Regeneration master plan won the Irish 
Planning Institute’s Planning Achievement 
Award.

MACGREGOR SMITH LTD
Christopher Hse, 11–12 High St, Bath BA1 5AQ
Tel 01225 464690
Fax 01225 429962
Email michael@macgregorsmith.co.uk
Website www.macgregorsmith.co.uk
Contact Michael Smith
A broad based landscape/urban design 
practice with considerable experience 
of master planning, detail design for 
construction, EIA work and urban regener-
ation studies, with particular emphasis on 
high quality prestige landscape schemes.

MATRIX PARTNERSHIP
40-42 Scrutton Street, London EC2A 4PP
Tel 020 7655 4540
Fax 020 7655 4530
Email d.horner@matrixpartnership.co.uk
Website www.matrixpartnership.co.uk
Matrix Partnership provides a fully 
integrated approach to urban design 
combining planning, architecture and 
landscape. Work is focused on master plans, 
regeneration strategies, development briefs, 
site appraisals, urban capacity studies, 
design guides, building codes and concept 
visualisations.

MAX FORDHAM LLP
42-43 Gloucester Crescent, London NW1 7PE
Tel 020 7267 5161
Fax 020 7482 0329
Email a.ritchie@maxfordham.com
Contact Adam Ritchie
Award-winning, multidisciplinary 
consulting engineers specialising in 
sustainable urban design, site master 
planning, renewable energy, water and 
waste infrastructure studies, modelling, 
building services.



46 |  Urban Design | Autumn 2006 | Issue 100

IN
DE

X MELVILLE DUNBAR ASSOCIATES
The Mill House, Kings Acre, Coggeshall, Essex 
CO6 1NN
Tel 01376 562828
Fax 01376 563109
Email cad@mda-arch.demon.co.uk
Contact Melville Dunbar
Architecture, urban design, planning, 
master planning, new towns, new neighb-
ourhoods, neighbourhood centres, urban 
regeneration, conservation studies, design 
guides, townscape studies, design briefs.

METROPOLITAN WORKSHOP
14-16 Cowcross Street, Farringdon  
London EC1M 6DG
Te 020 7566 0450
Fax 020 7566 0460
Email info@metwork.co.uk
Website www.metwork.co.uk
Contacts David Prichard/ Neil Deely
Metropolitan Workshop has experience 
in urban design, land use planning, 
regeneration and architecture in the UK, 
Eire and Norway. Recent projects include 
Ballymun Dublin, Durham Millennium 
Quarter, Adamstown District Centre Dublin, 
Bjørvika Waterfront Oslo.

METROPOLIS PLANNING AND DESIGN
The Royle Studios, 41 Wenlock Road,  
London N1 7SG
Tel 020 7251 0781
Fax 020 7251 9204
Email info@metropolispd.com
Website www.metropolispd.com
Contact Greg Cooper
Metropolitan urban design solutions 
drawn from a multi-disciplinary studio of 
urban designers, architects, planners, and 
heritage architects. Full range of projects 
undertaken for public and private sector 
clients.

MOORE PIET + BROOKES
33 Warple Mews, Warple Way, London  
W3 0RX
Tel 020 8735 2990
Fax 020 8735 2991
Email mpb@moorepietandbrookes.co.uk
Contact Colin Moore
Regenerating the public realm environment 
to enhance the quality of people’s lives: 
strategies, master plans, community 
participation, design guides, imaging and 
legibility. Implementation of town centre, 
streetscape, park, waterway, environmental 
and business area improvements.

MOUCHEL PARKMAN SERVICES LTD
209 - 215 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NL
Tel 020 7803 2600
Fax 020 7803 2601
Email david.orr@mouchelparkman.org.uk
Contact David Orr 
Integrated urban design, transport 
and engineering consultancy providing 
services in changing the urban landscape 
in a positive manner, creating places for 
sustainable living.

MURRAY O’LAOIRE ARCHITECTS
Fumbally Court, Fumbally Lane, Dublin 8
Tel 00 353 1 453 7300
Fax 00 353 1 453 4062
Email mail@dublin.murrayolaoire.com
Website www.murrayolaoire.com 
Contact Sean O’Laoire
TRANSFORM is Murray O’Laoire Architects’ 
urban design and planning unit. This multi-
disciplinary unit synthesises planning, 
urban design, architecture and graphic 
design to produce innovative solutions in 
comprehensive master planning, urban 
regeneration, strategic planning and 
sustainable development.

MWA PARTNERSHIP LTD
Parkway Studios, Belmont Business Park,
232-240 Belmont Road, Belfast BT4 2AW
Tel 028 9076 8827
Fax 028 9076 8400
Email post@mwapartnership.co.uk
Contact John Eggleston
The planning and design of the external 
environment from feasibility stage through 
to detail design, implementation and future 
management.

NATHANIEL LICHFIELD & PARTNERS 
LTD
14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street, London 
N1 9RL
Tel 020 7837 4477
Fax 020 7837 2277
Email nthompson@lichfields.co.uk
Website www.nlpplanning.com
Also at Newcastle upon Tyne and Cardiff
Contact Nick Thompson
Independent planning consultancy: 
analytical and creative. Urban design, 
master planning, heritage/conservation, 
visual appraisal, regeneration, daylight/
sunlight assessments, public realm 
strategies

NEW MASTERPLANNING LIMITED
2nd Floor, 107 Bournemouth Road, 
Poole, Dorset BH14 9HR
Tel 01202 742228
Email office@newsmasterplanning.com 
Website www.newmasterplanning.com  
Contact Richard Eastham 
NEW Masterplanning has expertise 
in urban design, architecture, town 
planning, economic planning, community 
engagement and landscape architecture. 
Our skills combine strategic planning with 
detailed implementation, design flair with 
economic rigour, independent thinking with 
a partnership approach.

NJBA ARCHITECTS & URBAN 
DESIGNERS
4 Molesworth Place, Dublin 2
Tel 00 353 1 678 8068
Fax 00 353 1 678 8066
Email njbarchitects@eircom.net
Website homepage.eircom.net/~njbrady1
Contact Noel J Brady
Integrated landscapes, urban design, town 
centres and squares, strategic design and 
planning.

NOVO ARCHITECTS
2 Meard Street, London WIV 3HR
Tel 020 7734 5558
Fax 020 7734 8889
Contact Tim Poulson
Urban design and master planning, 
creative and innovative design solutions 
for brownfield and other complex sites to 
realise single or mixed use development 
opportunities.

PEGASUS
6-20 Spitalgate Lane, Cirencester, GL7 2DE
Tel 0128 564 1717
Fax 0128 588 5115
Email mike.carr@ppg-llp.co.uk
Website www.ppg-llp.co.uk
Contact Mike Carr
Master planning, design codes, sustainable 
design, development briefs, development 
frameworks, expert witness, community 
involvement, sustainability appraisal. 
Offices also at Birmingham, Bristol and 
Cambridge.

PHILIP CAVE ASSOCIATES
5 Dryden Street, London WC2E 9NW
Tel 020 7829 8340
Fax 020 7240 5800
Email principal@philipcave.com
Website www.philipcave.com
Contact Philip Cave
Design-led practice with innovative yet 
practical solutions to environmental 
opportunities in urban regeneration, town 
centre projects, urban parks, community 
art, public participation. Large-scale 
site/master planning through to small scale 
detailed design, from studies to constructed 
projects. Specialist expertise in landscape 
architecture.

PLANIT EDC LTD
David House, Cecil Road, Hale WA15 9PA
Tel  0161 928 9281
Fax  0161 928 9284
Email  mail@planitEDC.com
Contact  Peter Swift

POLLARD THOMAS EDWARDS 
ARCHITECTS
Diespeker Wharf 38, Graham Street,  
London N1 8JX
Tel 020 7336 7777
Fax 020 7336 0770
Email robin.saha–choudhury@ptea.co.uk
Website www.ptea.co.uk
Contact Robin Saha–Choudhury
LIVERPOOL
Unit S204, Second Floor, Merchants Court, 
Derby Square, Liverpool L2 1TS
Tel 0151 703 2220
Fax 0151 703 2229
Email roo.humpherson@ptea.co.uk
Contact Roo Humpherson
Master planners, urban designers, 
developers, architects, listed building and 
conservation area designers; specialising 
in inner city mixed-use high density 
regeneration.

PRINGLE BRANDON
10 Bonhill Street, London EC2A 4QJ
Tel 020 7466 1000
Fax 020 7466 1050
Email post@pringle-brandon.co.uk
Contact Alison Anslow
Offices, hotels, workplace design.

PROJECT CENTRE LTD
Saffron Court, 14b St Cross Street, London 
EC1N 8XA
Tel 020 7421 8222
Fax 020 7421 8199
Email info@projectcentre.co.uk
Website www.projectcentre.co.uk
Contact Peter Piet
Multi-disciplinary consultancy providing 
quality services including landscape 
architecture, urban design, urban 
regeneration, street lighting design, 
planning supervision, traffic and 
transportation, parking, highway design, 
traffic signal design and road safety audits.

PRP ARCHITECTS
Ferry Works, Summer Road, Thames Ditton, 
Surrey KT7 0QJP
Tel 020 7653 1200
Fax 020 7653 1201
Email lon.prp@prparchitects.co.uk
Contact Barry Munday
Multi-disciplinary practice of architects, 
planners, urban designers and landscape 
architects, specialising in housing, urban 
regeneration, health, special needs, 
education and leisure projects.

QUARTET DESIGN
The Exchange, Lillingstone Dayrell, Bucks 
MK18 5AP
Tel 01280 860500
Fax 01280 860468
Email quartet@qdl.co.uk
Contact David Newman
Landscape architects, architects and urban 
designers with wide experience of master 
planning, hard landscape projects in 
urban areas and achieving environmental 
sustainability objectives.

QuBE
Building 7, Michael Young Centre, Purbeck 
Road, Cambridge CB2 2QL
Tel  01223 271 850
Fax  01223 271 851
Email  enquiries@qube.org.uk
Contacts  Andy Thompson/Jon Burgess
Integrated urban design, planning and 
conservation practice specialising in 
developing site specific design solutions 
related to urban design and master 
planning; site development briefs; public 
realm design; historic building and 
environments as well as conservation 
appraisals and management plans for 
buildings, spaces and places; community 
consultation.

RANDALL THORP
Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street, 
Manchester M1 5FW
Tel 0161 228 7721
Fax 0161 236 9839
Email mail@randallthorp.co.uk
Contact Pauline Randall
Master planning for new developments 
and settlements, infrastructure design 
for new developments and urban renewal, 
design guides and design briefing, public 
participation and public inquiries.

RANDOM GREENWAY ARCHITECTS
Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road
Caterham Surrey CR3 6HY
Tel 01883 346 441
Fax 01883 346 936
rg@randomgreenwayarchitects.co.uk
Contact R Greenway
Architecture, planning and urban design. 
New build, regeneration, refurbishment and 
restoration.

RICHARD COLEMAN CONSULTANCY
Bridge House, 181 Queen Victoria Street, 
London EC4V 4DD
Tel 020 7329 6622
Fax 020 7329 6633
Email r.coleman@citydesigner.com
Contact Lewis Eldridge
Advice on written assessment of 
architectural quality, urban design, 
and conservation, historic buildings 
and townscape. Negotiation with and 
production of supporting documents for the 
local and national bodies involved in these 
fields, including environmental statements, 
listed buildings/area consent applications.

RICHARD REID & ASSOCIATES
Whitely Farm, Ide Hill, Sevenoaks,  
Kent TN14 6BS
Tel 01732 741417
Fax 01732 740569
Email richardreid.co.uk
Contact Richard Reid

ROGER EVANS ASSOCIATES
59–63 High Street, Kidlington, Oxford  
OX5 2DN
Tel 01865 377 030
Fax 01865 377 050
Email design@rogerevans.com
Website www.rogerevans.com
Contact Roger Evans
A specialist urban design practice providing 
services throughout the UK and abroad. 
Expertise in urban regeneration, quarter 
frameworks and design briefs, town centre 
strategies, movement in towns, master 
planning and development economics. 

RPS
at London, Birmingham, Bristol, Swindon, 
Oxford, Durham
Tel  0800 587 9939
Email  rpspte@rpsplc.co.uk
Website  www.rpsplc.co.uk
Part of the RPS Group providing a wide range 
of urban design services including master 
planning and development frameworks, 
design guides and statements, regeneration 
strategies, detailed architectural design 
and implementation, and environmental 
planning throughout the UK.
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XSAUNDERS PARTNERSHIP
Studio Four, 37 Broadwater Road, Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts AL7 3AX
Tel 01707 385 300
Fax 01707 385 303 
martin.williams@sandersarchitects.com
Contact Martin Williams

SAVILLS (L&P) LIMITED
Brunswick House, Brunswick Place, 
Southampton SO15 2AP
Tel 02380 713900
Fax 02380 713901
Email crichards@savills.com
Website www.savills.com
Contact Colin Richards
Savills combines innovation with commercial 
acumen to provide deliverable urban design 
solutions including, concept design, 
master planning, landscape, feasibility, 
sustainability, design briefing and coding.

SCOTT WILSON
3-4 Foxcombe Court, Wyndyke Furlong, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DZ
Tel 01235 468700
Fax 01235 468701/2
Email paj.valley@scottwilson.com
Website www.scottwilson.com
Contacts Paj Valley/ Ken Jores
Also at Birmingham, Leeds, London, 
Manchester, Plymouth
Urban design, planning, landscape, 
economic and architectural design 
expertise supported by comprehensive 
multidisciplinary skills in project 
management, tourism, public consultation, 
transportation, environmental and wide-
ranging engineering skills.

SHAFFREY ASSOCIATES 
29 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1  
Tel 00 353 1872 5602
Fax 00 353 1872 5614
Email studio@shaffrey.ie
Contact Gráinne Shaffrey 
Urban conservation and design, with a 
particular commitment to the
regeneration of historic urban centres, small 
towns and villages, including
integration of new development and urban 
extensions.

SHEILS FLYNN LTD
Bank House High Street, Docking, Kings Lynn 
PE31 8NH
Tel 01485 518304
Fax 01485 518303
Email uk@sheilsflynn.com
Contact Eoghan Sheils
Creative urban design taken from 
conception to implementation. Award 
winning town centre regeneration schemes, 
urban strategies and design guidance. 
Specialists in community consultation and 
team facilitation.

SHEPHEARD EPSTEIN HUNTER
Phoenix Yard, 65 King’s Cross Road,  
London WC1X 9LW
Tel 020 7841 7500
Fax 020 7841 7575
Email stevenpidwell@seh.co.uk
Contact Steven Pidwill
SEH is a user-friendly, award-winning 
architects firm, known for the quality 
of its work in regeneration, education, 
housing, master planning, mixed-use and 
healthcare projects. An established practice 
of sensitive and thoughtful designers, SEH 
delivers demanding projects through a 
depth of experience and training in project
management, CDM roles and a range of 
support services. 

SHEPPARD ROBSON
77 Parkway, Camden Town, London NW1 7PU
Tel 020 7504 1700
Fax 020 7504 1701
Email nick.spall@sheppardrobson.com
Website www.sheppardrobson.com
Contact Nick Spall
MANCHESTER
113-115 Portland St, Manchester M1 6DW
Contact  Phil Doyle
Planners, urban designers and architects. 
Strategic planning, urban regeneration, 
development planning, town centre 
renewal, public realm planning, new 
settlement planning, tourism development. 
Associated offices across USA.

SKIDMORE, OWINGS & MERRILL INC
30 Millbank, London SW1P 3SD
Tel 020 7798 1000
Fax 020 7798 1100
Email somlondon@som.com
Contact Roger Kallman
Also at Chicago, New York, Washington, San 
Francisco, LA, Hong Kong
International multi-disciplinary practice. 
Master planning, landscape architecture, 
civil engineering and urban design. Urban 
regeneration schemes, business park master 
plans, university campus, transportation 
planning. Associated services: 
environmental impact assessments, design 
guidelines, infrastructure strategies.

SMEEDEN FOREMAN PARTNERSHIP
8 East Parade, Harrogate HG1 JLT
Tel 01423 520 222
Fax 01423 565 515
Email trevor@smeeden.foreman.co.uk
Contact  Trevor Foreman
Ecology, landscape architecture and 
urban design. Environmental assessment, 
detailed design, contract packages and site 
supervision.

SMITH SCOTT MULLAN ASSOCIATES
378 Leith Walk, Edinburgh EH7 4PF
Tel 0131 555 1414
Fax 0131 555 1448
e.mullan@smith-scott-mullan.co.uk
Contact Eugene Mullan
Architects and urban designers dedicated 
to producing high quality design solutions 
for our clients. Particular experience of 
working with communities in the analysis, 
design and improvement of their urban 
environment.

SOLTYS: BREWSTER CONSULTING
87 Glebe Street, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 1EF
Tel 029 2040 8476
Fax 029 2040 8482
Email enquiry@soltysbrewster.co.uk
Website www.soltysbrewster.co.uk
Contact Simon Brewster
Assessment, design, planning in UK and 
Ireland. Expertise includes urban design, 
master plans, design strategies, visual 
impact, environmental assessment, 
regeneration of urban space, landscape 
design and project management. Award 
winning design and innovation.

SPACE SYNTAX
11 Riverside Studios, 28 Park Street, London 
SE1 9EQ
Tel 020 7940 0000
Fax 020 7940 0005
Email t.stonor@spacesyntax.com
Contact Tim Stonor
Spatial master planning and research-
based design; movement, connectivity, 
integration, regeneration, safety and 
interaction. Strategic design and option 
appraisal to detailed design and in-use 
audits.

SPAWFORTH ASSOCIATES
Junction 41 Business Court, East Ardsley, 
Leeds WF3 2AB
Tel 01924 873873
Fax 01924 870777
Email spawforth.co.uk
Website www.spawforth.co.uk
Contact Adrian Spawforth
Urbanism with planners and architects 
specialising in master planning; community 
engagement (including workshops, 
exhibitions, theme groups and town teams); 
visioning; development frameworks.

STUART TURNER ASSOCIATES
12 Ledbury, Great Linford, Milton Keynes 
MK14 5DS
Tel 01908 678672
Fax 01908 678715
Email st@studiost.demon.co.uk
Website www.studiost.demon.co.uk
Contact Stuart Turner
Architecture, urban design and 
environmental planning, the design of new 
settlements, urban regeneration and site 
development studies for commercial and 
housing uses.

SURFACE INCLUSIVE DESIGN  
RESEARCH CENTRE
School of Construction & Property 
Management, University of Salford M5 4WT
Tel 0161 295 5279
Fax 0161 295 5011
Email r.newton@salford.ac.uk
Website www.inclusive-design.it
Contact Rita Newton

TAYLOR YOUNG URBAN DESIGN
Chadsworth House, Wilmslow Road, 
Handforth, Cheshire SK9 3HP
Tel 01625 542200
Fax 01625 542250
Email stephengleave@tayloryoung.co.uk
Contact Stephen Gleave 
LIVERPOOL
Tel  0151 702 6500
Urban design, planning and development. 
Public and private sectors. Town studies, 
housing, commercial, distribution, health 
and transportation are current projects. 
Specialist in urban design training.

TEP
Genesis Centre, Birchwood Science Park, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 7BH
Tel 01925 844 004
Fax 01925 844 002
Email tep@tep.uk.com
Website www.tep.uk.com
Contact David Scott
Multi-disciplinary consultancy in 
environmental planning and regeneration 
master planning, landscape and 
urban design, ecology, urban forestry, 
arboriculture, land stewardship, community 
consultation and graphics.

TERENCE O’ROURKE
Everdene House, Deansleigh Road, 
Bournemouth BH7 7DU
Tel 01202 421142
Fax 01202 430055
Email maildesk@torltd.co.uk
Website www.torltd.co.uk
Contact Terence O’Rourke
Town planning, master planning, 
urban design, architecture, landscape 
architecture, environmental consultancy, 
graphic design. Urban regeneration, town 
centre studies, new settlements and 
complex urban design problems.

TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY
28 The Spain, Petersfield, Hants GU32 3LA
Tel  01730 262040
Fax  01730 262050
Email  contact@terrafirmaconsultancy.com
Contact  Lionel Fanshawe
Independent landscape architectural 
practice with considerable urban design 
experience at all scales from EIA to project 
delivery throughout UK and overseas. 2004 
LGN Street Design Award winners for best 
home zones and runners up in waterside 
category for recently completed projects in 
Portsmouth and Paddington.

TERRY FARRELL AND PARTNERS
7 Hatton Street, London NW8 8PL
Tel 020 7258 3433
Fax 020 7723 7059
Email tfarrell@terryfarrell.co.uk
Website www.terryfarrell.com
Contact Drew Nelles
Architectural, urban design, planning and 
master planning services. New buildings, 
refurbishment, conference/exhibition 
centres, art galleries, museums, studios, 
theatres and visitor attractions, offices, 
retail, housing, industry, railway 
infrastructure and development.

TETLOW KING GROUP
Lone Barn Studios, Stanbridge Lane, Romsey, 
Hants SO51 0HE
Tel 01794 517333
Fax 01794 515517
Email mail@tetlowking.co.uk
Contact Melvyn King
Multi disciplinary practice incorporating 
urban design, architecture, town planning 
and landscape. Specialising in urban 
design strategies in master planning and 
development frameworks for both new 
development areas and urban regeneration.

TIBBALDS PLANNING & URBAN 
DESIGN
19 Maltings Place, 169 Tower Bridge Road, 
London SE1 3JB
Tel 020 7089 2121
Fax 020 7089 2120
Email  mail@tibbalds.co.uk
Website  www.tibbalds.co.uk
Contact  Andrew Karski
A multi disciplinary urban design and 
planning practice, with a team of 
architects, planners, urban designers, 
landscape designers and tourism 
specialists. Expertise in master 
planning and urban design, sustainable 
regeneration, development frameworks 
and design guidance, design advice, town 
planning and consultation.

TREVOR BRIDGE ASSOCIATES
7–9 St Michael’s Square, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lancs OL6 6LF
Tel 0161 308 3765
Fax 0161 343 3513
Email info@tbridgea.co.uk
Contact Trevor Bridge 
Landscape architecture, urban design, 
environmental planning, ecology, 
expert witness. Landscape for housing, 
industry, urban renewal, environmental 
improvement, visual impact assessment, 
master planning and implementation.

TURLEY ASSOCIATES
25 Savile Row, London W1S 2ES
Tel 020 7851 4010
Fax 020 7851 4020
Email mlowndes@turleyassociates.co.uk
Website www.turleyassociates.co.uk
Contact Michael Lowndes
Creating successful places and sustainable 
communities nationwide, through the 
creative integration of urban design, 
master planning, heritage and development 
planning.



TWEED NUTTALL WARBURTON
Chapel House, City Road, Chester CH1 3AE
Tel 01244 310388
Fax 01244 325643
Email entasis@tnw-architecture.co.uk
Website www.tnw-architecture.co.uk
Contact John Tweed
Architecture and urban design, master 
planning. Urban waterside environments. 
Community teamwork enablers. Design 
guidance and support for rural village 
appraisals. Visual impact assessments 
and design solutions within delicate 
conservation environments.

URBAN DESIGN FUTURES
97c West Bow, Edinburgh EH1 2JP
Tel 0131 226 4505
Fax 0131 226 4515
Email info@urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Website www.urbandesignfutures.co.uk
Contact Selby Richardson
Innovative urban design, planning 
and landscape practice specialising in 
master planning, new settlements, urban 
regeneration, town and village studies, 
public space design, environmental 
improvements, design guidelines, 
community involvement, landscape design 
and management.

URBAN GRAPHICS
13 Lynton Grove, Bedford  MK42 9RR 
Tel 01234 353 870
Email info@urban-graphics.co.uk
Contact Bally Meeda

URBAN INITIATIVES
1 Fitzroy Square, London W1T 5HE
Tel 020 7380 4545
Fax 020 7380 4546
Email k.campbell@urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Website www.urbaninitiatives.co.uk
Contact Kelvin Campbell
Urban design, transportation, regeneration, 
development planning.

URBAN INNOVATIONS
1st Floor, Wellington Buildings, 2 Wellington 
Street, Belfast BT16HT
Tel 028 9043 5060 
Fax 028 9032 1980
Email ui@urbaninnovations.co.uk
Contacts Tony Stevens/ Agnes Brown
The partnership provides not only feasibility 
studies and assists in site assembly for 
complex projects but also full architectural 
services for major projects. The breadth 
of service includes keen commercial 
awareness, which is essential to achieving 
creative solutions and for balancing design 
quality with market requirements.

URBAN PRACTITIONERS
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
Tel 020 7253 2223
Fax 020 7253 2227
anthonyrifkin@urbanpractitioners.co.uk
Contact Antony Rifkin
Specialist competition winning urban 
regeneration practice combining economic 
and urban design skills. Projects include 
West Ealing Neighbourhood Regeneration 
Strategy, Plymouth East End Renewal Master 
plan, Walthamstow Urban Design Strategy.

URBAN SPLASH 
Timber Wharf, 16-22 Worsley Street, 
Castlefield, Manchester M15 4LD
Tel  0161 839 2999
Fax  0161 839 8999
Email live@urbansplash.co.uk
Contacts Jonathan Falkingham/ Bill  
 Maynard
Property development and investment. 
Project management, implementation and 
construction. Architecture, interior design 
and graphic design. Multi-disciplinary urban 
regeneration specialists concentrating on 
brownfield regeneration projects.

URBED (URBAN AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP)
MANCHESTER
10 Little Lever Street, Manchester M1 1HR
Tel 0161 200 5500
Email urbed@urbed.co.uk
Website www.urbed.co.uk
Contact David Rudlin
LONDON
26 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8HR
Tel 020 7436 8050
Urban design and guidance, master 
planning, sustainability, consultation and 
capacity building, housing, town centres 
and urban regeneration.

VINCENT AND GORBING LTD
Sterling Court, Norton Road, Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire SG1 2JY
Tel 01438 316331
Fax 01438 722035
urban.designers@vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Website www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk
Contact Richard Lewis
Multi-disciplinary practice offering 
architecture, town planning and urban 
design services for private and public 
sector clients. Master planning, design 
statements, character assessments, 
development briefs, residential layouts and 
urban capacity exercises.

W A FAIRHURST & PARTNERS
1 Arngrove Court, Barrack Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 6DB
Tel 0191 221 0505
Fax 0191 221 0949
Email mileswalker@fairhurst.co.uk
Contact Miles Walker

WEST & PARTNERS
Isambard House, 60 Weston Street,  
London SE1 3QJ
Tel 020 7403 1726
Fax 020 7403 6279
Email wp@westandpartners.com
Contact Michael West
Master planning for achievable development 
within (and sometimes beyond) the 
creative interpretation of socio-economic, 
physical and political urban parameters: 
retail, leisure, commercial, residential, 
listed buildings, expert witness evidence, 
statutory development plan advice.

WHITE CONSULTANTS
18–19 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3DQ
Tel 029 2064 0971
Fax 029 2064 0973
sw@whiteconsultants.prestel.co.uk
Contact Simon White
A qualified urban design practice offering 
a holistic approach to urban regeneration, 
design guidance, public realm and open 
space strategies and town centre studies for 
the public, private and community sectors.

WHITELAW TURKINGTON LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS
354 Kennington Road, London SE11 4LD
Tel 020 7820 0388
Fax 020 7587 3839
Email post@wtlondon.com
Contact Lindsey Whitelaw
Award winning, design-led practice 
specialising in urban regeneration, 
streetscape design, public space, 
high quality residential and corporate 
landscapes. Facilitators in public 
participation and community action 
planning events.

WHITE YOUNG GREEN PLANNING
21 Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3DQ
Tel 029 2039 8681
Fax 029 2039 5965
Email glewis@wtgl.co.uk
Contact Gordon Lewis
Also at London, Newcastle, Manchester, 
Leeds, Bristol and Southampton
Urban design, town planning, economic 
development, architecture and landscape 
architecture for public and private sector 
clients. Regeneration and development 
strategies, public realm studies, economic 
development planning, master planning 
for urban, rural and brownfield land 
redevelopment.

WILLIE MILLER URBAN DESIGN & 
PLANNING
20 Victoria Crescent Road, Glasgow G12 9DD
Tel 0141 339 5228
Fax 0141 357 4642
Email mail@williemiller.com
Contact Willie Miller
Conceptual, strategic and development work 
in urban design, master planning, urban 
regeneration, environmental strategies, 
design and development briefs, townscape 
audits and public realm studies.

YELLOW BOOK LTD
Studio 1010, Mile End, Abbey Mill Business 
Centre, Paisley PA1 1JS
Tel  0141 561 2325
Fax  0141 561 2328
Email  john.lord@yellowbookltd.com
Contact  John Lord

CORPORATE INDEX

ISLAND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
PO Box 43, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1FH, 
Channel Islands
Tel 01481 717000
Fax 01481 717099
Email env@gov.gg
Contact Jim Rowles
The Island Development Committee plays 
a similar role to a local authority planning 
department in the UK.

ST GEORGE NORTH LONDON LTD
81 High Street, Potters Bar,  
Hertfordshire EN6 5AS
Tel 01707 664000
Fax 01707 660006
Contact Stephen Wood
London’s leading residential developer.
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EDUCATION INDEX

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY
School of City & Regional Planning, Welsh 
School of Architecture, Glamorgan Building 
King Edward V11 Avenue, Cardiff CF10 3WA
Tel 029 2087 6293
Fax 029 2087 4845
Email biddulphMJ@cardiff.ac.uk
Contact Mike Biddulph
One year full-time and two year part-time 
MA in Urban Design. Further information:
www.cardiff.ac.uk/cplan/ma_urbandesign

EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART/HERIOT 
WATT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE 
Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9DF
Tel 0131 221 6175/6072
Fax 0131 221 6154/6006
Contact Leslie Forsyth
Diploma in Architecture and Urban Design, 
nine months full-time. Diploma in Urban 
Design, nine months full time or 21 months 
part-time. MSc in Urban Design, 12 months 
full-time or 36 months parttime. MPhil and 
PhD, by research full and part-time on and 
off-campus.

LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF ART, ARCHITECTURE AND 
DESIGN
Brunswick Terrace, Leeds LS2 8BU
Tel 0113 283 2600
Fax 0113 283 3190
Contact Edwin Knighton
Master of Arts in Urban Design consists of 
one year full time or two years part time 
or individual programme of study. Shorter 
programmes lead to Post Graduate Diploma/
Certificate. Project based course focussing 
on the creation of sustainable environments 
through interdisciplinary design.

LONDON SOUTH BANK UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, 
103 Borough Road, London SE1 0AA
Tel  020 7815 7353
Fax  020 7815 5799
Contact Dr Bob Jarvis
MA Urban Design (one year full time/two 
years part time) or PG Cert Planning 
based course including units on place and 
performance, sustainable cities as well as 
project based work and EU study visit. Part 
of RTPI accredited programme.

OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY
Joint Centre for Urban Design, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 0BP
Tel 01865 483403
Fax 01865 483298
Contact Georgia Butina-Watson/  
 Alan Reeve
Diploma in Urban Design, six months full 
time or 18 months part time. MA one year 
full-time or two years part-time.

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ENGLAND IN 
BIRMINGHAM
Birmingham School of Architecture and 
Landscape, UCE, Perry Barr,  
Birmingham B42 2SU
Tel 0121 331 7755
Fax 0121 331 5114
Email built.environment@uce.ac.uk
Contact Noha Nasser 
MA Urban Design. This new course enhances 
the creative and practical skills needed to 
deal with the diverse activities of urban 
design. Modes of attendance are flexible: 
full-time, part-time or individual modules 
as CPD short courses. The course attracts 
students from a wide range of backgrounds.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON
Development Planning Unit, The Bartlett, 9 
Endsleigh Gardens, London WC1H 0ED
Tel 020 7388 7581
Fax 020 7387 4541
Contact Babar Mumtaz
MSc in Building and Urban Design in 
Development. Innovative, participatory 
and responsive design in development and 
upgrading of urban areas through socially 
and culturally acceptable, economically 
viable and environmentally sustainable 
interventions.

UNIVERSITY OF GREENWICH
School of Architecture and Landscape, 
Oakfield Lane, Dartford DA1 2SZ
Tel 020 8316 9100
Fax 020 8316 9105
Contact Richard Hayward
MA in Urban Design for postgraduate 
architecture and landscape students, full 
time and part time with credit accumulation 
transfer system.

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE
Department of Architecture, Claremont 
Tower, University of Newcastle, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE1 7RU
Tel 0191 222 7802
Fax 0191 222 8811
Contact Tim Townshend
MA/Diploma in Urban Design. Joint 
programme in Dept of Architecture and 
Dept of Town and Country Planning. Full 
time or part time, integrating knowledge 
and skills from town planning, architecture, 
landscape.

UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE
Dept of Architecture and Building Science,
Urban Design Studies Unit,
131 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 0NG
Tel 0141 548 4219
Fax 0141 552 3997
Contact Wolfgang Sonne
The Postgraduate Course in Urban Design is 
offered in CPD,Diploma and MSc modes. The 
course is design centred and includes input 
from a variety of related disciplines.

UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF 
ENGLAND, BRISTOL
Faculty of the Built Environment, Frenchay 
Campus, Coldharbour Lane, Bristol BS16 1QY
Tel 0117 328 3508
Fax 0117 976 3895
Contact Lee Stickells
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in Urban 
Design. Part time two days per fortnight for 
two years, or individual programme of study. 
Project-based course addressing urban 
design issues, abilities and environments.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER
35 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5LS
Tel 020 7911 5000 x3106
Fax 020 7911 5171
Contact Marion Roberts
MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design for 
postgraduate architects, town planners, 
landscape architects and related disciplines. 
One year full time or two years part time.

The title is borrowed from William Morris’s 1887 essay on socialism. 
How we might live was also the theme of his book News from 
Nowhere, published three years later. Here Morris creates a utopian 
vision of a post-industrial, post-revolutionary, early 21st Century 
England, returned to an agrarian society by the depopulation and 
disaggregation of its towns and cities. Its subtitle is An Epoch of 
Rest. It is an attractive vision in many ways, and would be a quite 
sustainable proposition if only people stayed put and didn’t move 
about all the time; or if they did they went about by foot, rowing boat 
or horse, like the narrator Guest and his new friends.
 In fact our future looks unavoidably urban. But if we could 
achieve the peacefulness of Morris’s imaginary England in our towns 
and cities, urban life and society could have something of the idyllic 
nature of that vision, without sacrificing too much convenience 
(in fact gaining a lot more). From our second-floor Velux window 
in Balsall Heath I can look out over about 20 square kilometres of 
Birmingham. With the summer sun shining on it, it looks very green, 
and calm, but I know that below the tree canopy, at street level, much 
of it is teeming with noisy, dangerous and polluting vehicles. I can 
imagine another better version of it, without them.
 I have memories of times and places where I have experienced 
that wonderful combination of serene quietness in a densely 
populated city. A Sunday morning in the centre of Oxford, walking to 
the Turf Tavern. Opening an apartment window in the early morning 
onto a street in central Helsinki, smelling the bakery and hearing 
music (was it really the Karelia Suite or did I make that up?). Drinking 
beer with my daughter and her husband on a sunny pavement in 
Jordaan in Amsterdam. An uncelebrated campo in the far reaches of 
Venice, populated by old women and cats.
 One key characteristic of these quiet urban places, I think, is the 
combination - somewhat paradoxical - of intimacy in public space. 
To achieve this, they need to have a double identity; to be populated 
both by strangers, visiting shops, bars, cinemas or passing through, 
and also by resident locals, at home in their own territory, on familiar 
terms with their neighbours - the publican, the greengrocer, the 
antique dealer. These places are that apparent oxymoron, urban 
villages.
 I described in the previous Endpiece the attempted forcible 
removal of people and businesses from Birmingham’s Eastside 
regeneration area. This misguided process would make the quality of 
intimacy difficult, if not impossible, to achieve. In 2002 I co-wrote 
an essay which we called Eastsiders – a day in the life of a family 
who had sold their car and moved into the new inner city in 2012. 
They live in a low-energy townhouse in Digbeth near the newly-green 
corridor of the River Rea, they shop in local shops and the farmers’ 
market, and they walk and cycle locally to their work and study. Much 
of the small-scale industry remains, and adds to the diversity and 
utility of the quarter. The place has a combination of the genteel 
and the grotty, of the planned and the spontaneous. It is a picture, 
admittedly romanticised, as Morris’s 21st Century England also was, 
of the good life lived in a densely-settled inner-city district, a place 
which while busy, also possesses the civilised qualities of peace and 
serenity. I like to think this is achievable.

Joe Holyoak

William Morris, News from Nowhere and other writings, Penguin Classics.
Eastsiders (Joe Holyoak and Tracey Fletcher, 2002) can be found on the website 
www.localisewestmidlands.org.uk/Eastsiders.htm.
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