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We live in exciting times - at least that 

is if you are one of the favoured 

consultancies or places that has 

already succeeded in obtaining 

Millennium or Lottery funding for a 

projector projects. Whether these 

add up to an urban design dimension 

depends on whether there has already 

been thinking in urban design terms, 

three dimensional, community wide 

and related to the genius loci. 

The millennium/lottery funding can be 

seen as a latter-day equivalent to the 

French grands projets which have 

graced their cities over the last ten 

years or so and which seem to have a 

broader context resulting from the way 

regeneration has been seen as a 

central issue in both design and 

political terms. 

The structure of their city government 

with powerful elected mayors with 

more decentralised financial authority 

puts our system in the shade and 

seems to encourage a wider urban 

design framework for their projects. 

Doesn't this suggest that elected 

mayors and more decentralisation of 

central financial control are more 

important than changing parts of the 

local government structure twenty 

years after the last one? 

John Billingham 

'Regional' News 

There is no news to be reported 
from Regional Convenors but 
members will see from the diary 
on the back cover that there are 
a number of events being held -
the New Essex Design Guide, 
the Suffolk Design Guide, the 
Study Tour to the Danube 
organised by the Eastern 
Region; a talk by Demetri 
Porphyrios in Birmingham and 
the Annual Conference being 
held in Leeds in May. 

Good Place Guide 

It was reported in the last issue 
that the Arts Council had agreed 
to provide a grant of £2,600 for 
an Urban Places, Art and 
Architecture guide to be 
produced for Greater London. It 
was subsequently stated by 
them that this was qualified in 
that they considered that a 
publisher should be involved 
and that the grant could be a 
subsidy to enable publication. 
This was not the UDG's 
intention and discussions are 
proceeding to enable this to be 
resolved. A working group 
chaired by Tim Catchpole is 
being formed to gather material. 

DoE Special Grant 

The UDG submitted an 
application under the DoE 
Special Grants Programme to 
increase local participation in 
the planning process and the 
group has been awarded a 
reduced amount of £100,000 
over three years subject to the 
objectives being sharpened up 
(about 40% of the application). 

The proposals is based on the 
following points: 

The overall objective is to 
support the DoE Campaign. 
Quality in Town and Country, 
with specific reference to Urban 
Design issues. This would 
include improving the quality of 
the urban environment in 
regeneration and increasing 
local participation by the public, 
business and residential 
communities, and others in the 
planning process, though such 
mechanisms as UDATs (Urban 
Design Assistance Teams) and 
other collaborative means. 

Seminars and talks would be 
arranged on a regional basis 
which would be serviced 
through the UDG central 
organisation. Communities and 
local authorities would be 
involved in arranging suitable 
events and encouraged to 
identify opportunities for Urban 
Design Assistance Teams to 
hold workshops in their locality 
to focus attention on issues 
where action is needed. 

The Urban Design Group and 
some of its members have had 
requests for collaborative 
planning exercises to be carried 
out to establish agreed local 
agendas and to help 'unlock' 
particular areas of development 
potential. Requests have come 
from local authorities, Business 
in the Community, and 
community representatives. In 
addition, the membership of the 
UDG, which cuts across the 
public and private sectors, has 
sensed that a gap exists in the 
capabilities of many local 
authorities to respond to urban 
design issues and participation. 

A UDAT is a process of public 
participation that can shape 
community development 
policies, programmes, and in 
some cases projects. The 
process is a structural approach 
through which citizens, 
politicians, business leaders 
and professionals can speak, 
listen to each others concerns 
and ideas and generate an 
agreed agenda for 
implementation. 

The contribution that urban 
design can make to urban 
regeneration has yet to be fully 
realised. Assistance to local 
authorities would help raise and 
reinforce the idea of urban 
design as a tool to improve 
urban quality. 

Programme 

Seminars and talks on the role 
of urban design in local 
regeneration would be provided 
by arranging one seminar, 
conference or lecture series in 
each of four regions, October 
'96 and March '97. Urban 
Design Action Team events 
would be organised within the 
four regions by arranging a 
UDAT in one region, including 



preparatory seminars between 
January '97 and March '97. 

Follow up events would be 
arranged including two 
seminars to review what has 
happened, report on 
conclusions from seminars and 
UDATs, publish conclusions 
from events. 

A report at the end of each 
conference and Urban Design 
Assistance Team event will be 
made. In addition the results will 
be revisited to ascertain how 
effectively they have been 
included in local plan policy or 
implemented on the ground. 
Thus evaluation of the first 
year's events will feed into the 
programme for the second year. 
The results of all projects will be 
drawn together to provide good 
practice assistance to those 
local authorities and others 
wishing to set up such 
participative processes. 

A Steering Committee will be 
formed so that the agreed remit 
can be progressed. Any 
members who are aware of 
planning and urban design 
issues that could be considered 
as the subject of a UDAT or 
other participative event should 
initially contact Susie Turnbull. 

Urban Design Campaign 

The DoE announced in January 
the details of the 21 schemes 
selected as case studies in the 
campaign out of 106 
submissions. 

John Gummer in announcing 
the results said 'I believe this 
reflects a real enthusiasm and 
commitment to give greater 
consideration to issues of urban 
design when thinking about 
change and development in 
local areas. I want the 
campaign to build on this 
enthusiasm by encouraging 
people to plan with more 
confidence for a better built 
environment in our cities, towns 
and villages. I also want this 
campaign to help to show that 
development can not only bring 
economic benefits to an area 
but can enhance and improve 
what is already there.' 

It is proposed to hold a national 
exhibition on urban design later 
this year which will include 
details of the selected schemes 
as well as other initiatives. 

Short-listed schemes appear 
below with a contact person. 

South East 

'Twyford Central Site' 
(Berkshire). The proposal for 
Twyford village (submitted by 
Wokingham District Council), 
will involve preparation of a 
design framework for a mixed-
use redevelopment of a central 
village site of 1.2 hectares. 
Contact Ian Washbrook 01734 
778781. 

'Caterham Barracks' (Surrey). 
The Caterham Barracks 
proposal for Caterham on the 
Hill (submitted by Tandridge 
District Council) will explore 
alternative mixed-uses for 
redevelopment of a 16.1 hectare 
vacant MoD site. Contact: Miss 
C Parker 01883 722000 extn 
266. 

'Victoria Road, Ashford' (Kent). 
The Victoria Road proposal 
(submitted by Ashford Borough 
Council), will involve preparation 
of a masterplan for a 10 hectare 
semi-derelict site opposite the 
new Ashford International 
Passenger Station. Contact: 
Richard Alderton 01233 637311. 

The Whitefriars, Canterbury' 
(Kent). The Whitefriars proposal 
(submitted by Canterbury City 
Council) will involve an urban 
design competition for mixed 
use, mainly shopping, 
redevelopment and 
enhancement of a 4.77 hectare 
area within the city walls. 
Contact: J Mansell Jagger 
01227 763763. 

London 

'Wimbledon Town Centre Core 
Area' (South West London). The 
Wimbledon proposal (submitted 
by the London Borough of 
Merton) aims to create, in 
partnership with the wider 
community, a masterplan for a 
high quality mixed use 
redevelopment of a large town 
centre site, 2.14 hectares. 
Contact: Andrew Karski 0171 
377 6688. 

'The Urban Regeneration and 
Development on the Borough 
Market Site'(South East 
London). The proposal for the 
Borough Market Site (submitted 
by The Trustees of the Borough 
Market) aims to secure a long 
term future for the Market and 
the character of the area by 
refurbishment of the 1.8 hectare 
site. Contact: Ken Greig 0171 
636 2401. 

South West 

'Regeneration Strategy for 
Charlestown Harbour, St Austell' 
(Cornwall). The proposal for 
Charlestown Harbour, near St 
Austell, (submitted by the 
harbour owners, Square Sail) 
will involve preparation of a 
development plan for 
diversification of village and 
harbour activities into industrial 
and heritage tourism. Contact: 
Russell Dodge 01872 222777. 

'Cinderford Urban Design and a 
Small Town's Regeneration' 
(Gloucester). The Cinderford 
proposal (submitted by Forest of 
Dean District Council) will 
involve preparation of a design 
strategy to overcome 
Cinderford's image as 
'Gloucestershire's worst town'. 
Contact: Dr Chris Cripps 01594 
841964. 

'Hands on Heart - an Urban 
Design proposal for the centre 
of Poole' (Dorset). The Poole 

proposal (submitted by Poole 
Borough Council) will involve the 
mixed use redevelopment of a 6 
hectare local authority-owned 
site adjacent to the town centre. 
Contact: Neil Garrard 01202 
633633. 

'Housing Development at South 
Bridgewater' (Somerset). The 
Bridgewater proposal 
(submitted by Sedgemoor 
District Council) will involve 
residential development on a 63 
hectare site on the southern 
edge of the town. Contact: N. 
Davies 01278 435219. 

'Lewins Mead, Bristol'. The 
proposal (submitted by 
Prudential insurance Company 
of America 'PRICOA' on behalf 
of the site owners, Hanover 
Property Unit Trust) is developer-
led and will involve mixed use 
redevelopment of a 6 hectare 
city centre site. Contact: Simon 
Smithson 0113 243 2240. 

Yorkshire and Humberside 

'Beckside, Driffield' (East 
Yorkshire). The proposal for 
Beckside (submitted by William 
E. Naylor & Son), will involve 
mixed use redevelopment of a 
1.7 hectare run down and 
derelict eyesore close to the 
centre of the town. Contact: 
Roger Jones 01337 229219. 

'Huddersfield Cultural 
Connections' (West Yorkshire). 
The Huddersfield proposal 
(submitted by Kirklees 
Metropolitan Borough Council) 
will involve preparation and 
consultation on an urban design 
strategy for a proposed cultural 
quarter, 6.4 hectares. Contact: 
John Miller 01484 442518. 

Eastern 

'A Supermarket for Rochford' 
(Essex). The Rochford proposal 
(submitted by Rochford District 
Council), together with 
associated car parking and 
environmental enhancements, 
on a 0.8 hectare site. Contact: 
Shaun Scrutton 01702 546366. 

North West 

'Henry Square Revival, Ashton 
Under Lyne' (Greater 
Manchester). The proposal 
(submitted byTameside 
Metropolitan Borough Council) 
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will explore urban design 
options for a high quality, 
mixed-use redevelopment of a 
run down inner urban area site, 
3 hectares. Contact: J. H. M. 
Arthur 0161 342 3136. 

'Gorse Stacks, Chester'. The 
Gorse Stacks proposal 
(submitted by Chester City 
Council) involves creation of a 
new city quarter on a 6 hectare 
site between the inner ring road 
and city wall. Contact: Peter de 
Figueiredo 01244 402232. 

West Midlands 

'Walsall Town Wharf Scheme 
Phase 2' (West Midlands). The 
proposal (submitted by Walsall 
Metropolitan Borough Council) 
has the objective of achieving a 
high quality mixed-use 
redevelopment of an 11 hectare 
site surrounding a neglected 
and disused canal arm. 
Contact: Bryan Pell 01922 
652522. 

The Worcester Quality 
Partnership'. The Worcester 
proposal (submitted by 
Worcester City Council) aims to 
produce guidelines for future 
developments in a run down 
area, 21.5 hectares. Contact: 
Stuart McNidder 01905 722400. 

The Longton Case Study, Stoke 
on Trent' (Staffordshire). The 
proposal (submitted by Stoke on 
Trent City council) will involve a 
consultation process to design 
a new gateway to Longton. 
Contact: Mick Downs 01782 
404477. 

'Warwick Bar, Digbeth, 
Birmingham'. The proposal 
(submitted by the University of 
Central England) aims to 
regenerate Grand Union Canal-
side sites on 1.35 hectares. 
Contact: Professor Tony Collier 
0121 331 5110. 

North East 

'Bottle Bank, Gateshead' (Tyne 
& Wear). The proposal 
(submitted by the William Gower 
Partnership) is for a mixed use 
redevelopment of a prominent 2 
hectare semi-derelict site 
overlooking the River Tyne. 
Contact: Robert Haswell 0113 
278 0011. 

RUDI 

Urban design is coming to the 
Internet! The Engineering 
Research and Development 
Centre at the University of 
Hertfordshire in partnership with 
Oxford Brookes University 
Library has secured 
approximately £400,000 to 
develop a multi-media 
'Resource for Urban Design 
Information' accessible via the 
World Wide Web. 

The aim of RUDI is to provide 
powerful and large scale 
support for teaching and all 
types of scholarly and 
professional activity of urban 
design. It is intended to become 
an invaluable resource for 
students, academics, and 
practitioners who will have 
access to materials in the form 
of colour images - both still and 
moving - text, and sound. Data 
will range from complete case 
studies of particular 
developments at an urban 
scale, through profiles of the 
work of individual practices, to 
walk-throughs of contemporary 
schemes. Determining the 
content and organisation of 
material in RUDI will be the 
responsibility of the Library at 
Oxford Brookes in conjunction 
with the Joint Centre for Urban 
Design. 

RUDI will be dynamic, being 
constantly added to and 
revised. Above all it will be 
responsive to the requirements 
and needs of its end users, 
some of whom will be offered 
electronic capabilities to add 
new material directly to the 
information base and edit 
existing material. 

The project has funding for 
three years during which time 
access for users will be free. 
RUDI will then become 
commercially free-standing, and 
users will subscribe to the 

system much as they do at the 
moment to the many electronic 
journals available on the Web. 

RUDI is an Electronic Libraries 
Programme (eLib) project, 
funded by: the Joint Information 
Systems Committee of the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council, the British Library 
Research and Development 
Department, and Sun 
Microsystems Ltd. 

If you would like to contribute 
material or have suggestions 
about material that you would 
like to see on RUDI please 
consult the RUDI Web page 
which carries full contact details 
for all RUDI personnel and 
provides further details of the 
project: http://rudi.herts.ac.uk/ 

Urbanism and Urban 
Spaces 

The second joint event with the 
Institut Frangais occurred in 
December when speakers from 
Oxford and Strasbourg 
presented the situation in their 
respective cities. 

It was perhaps unreasonable to 
drawn any comparisons as 
Oxford an urban area of about 
150,000 is unable to introduce 
the sort of measures that 
Strasbourg a city of over 
500,000 is able to undertake. 
John Walker, Director of 
Environmental Services at 
Oxford, conveyed with his slides 
the sense of place that the city 
evokes. The college buildings 
and the historic central area 
need to be seen in the context 
of the growth this century into 
an industrial centre within an 
area restricted for development 
due to the rivers and their flood 
plains. Despite the current 
recession there is still much 
pressure for development and 
the aim is to rejuvenate the city 
centre. Reference was made to 
the need to get public transport 
reorganised and the 
introduction of electric buses to 
overcome pollution. It was, 
however, surprising that the 
recent transport study was not 
raised as a development from 
the original 'Balanced Transport 
Policy' as this could have been 
useful in drawing some 
conclusions for environmental 

solutions to places the size of 
Oxford. 

Alfred Peter is the landscape 
architect at the Agence 
d'Urbanisme in Strasbourg 
responsible for high quality 
urban landscaping work 
associated with the new 
tramway recently installed in the 
city. His talk outlined the public 
sector-funded and public realm-
focused approach taken to 
planning the new transport 
system in Strasbourg. This is 
quite different in emphasis to 
the more market-based 
approach taken in Grenoble, the 
other well known example of a 
French city which has used a 
tram system as a tool of urban 
regeneration. 

Strasbourg's old tram system 
stopped running in 1968. The 
new system has been used to 
restructure the city and deliver 
the public realm back to 
pedestrians with what appears 
to be quite dramatic economic 
consequences. The tramway 
crosses three sectors of the city 
and addresses three quite 
distinct urban design issues. 

In the first sector, Haltepierre-
Conenbourg, which consists of 
one of those vast suburban 
housing estates from the sixties 
at which French architects and 
planners seemed to have 
excelled, it was a relatively 
simple matter to accommodate 
the new tramway in a 
generously landscaped right of 
way carved out of an under-
used dual carriageway. 

At the other end of the line in the 
Avenue Colmar, an old trunk 
route subsequently replaced by 
a motorway, the tramway takes 
up the central reserve. The 
avenue has been transformed 
by the planting of 1600 trees 
creating something of a 
nightmare for Peter and his 
colleagues with the disruption to 
underground services. Here the 
tram serves an older high 
density residential area and new 
offices sprouting up on 
redundant industrial land. 

The situation in the town centre 
was more exacting and the 
intervention more radical. 
Through traffic has been 
effectively eliminated from the 
dense medieval core of the city 

http://rudi.herts.ac.uk/


with cars being eliminated from 
some areas or limited to narrow 
carriageways in wider streets. 
Both the tramway itself and 
vehicular routes, for different 
reasons, are taken underground 
in the central places de la ville, 
creating 'liberated' pedestrian 
areas. 

Most interesting perhaps is the 
attitude that the Strasbourg 
planners have taken towards 
shared surfaces for trams and 
pedestrians. In their view the 
tram can work like the Tour de 
France with pedestrians getting 
out of the way when necessary. 
The result is a 'street car' 
system which is slower than the 
segregated system at Toulouse 
but which releases a far greater 
proportion of the street for 
pedestrian use. The Strasbourg 
view is that a city's performance 
cannot just be measured by 
speed of access and the tram 
operator is happy as the trams 
are, in any case, running full for 
most of the time. 

The resulting restructuring and 
regeneration of parts of the city 
could in some places be 
regarded as too successful. 
Turnover in newly accessible 
shops has increased by a factor 
of ten since the tram has been 
installed. New up-market shops 
have replaced the old shops 
whose custom was disrupted by 
the construction of the tramway 
and this has created a problem 
of 'gentrification' which 
Strasbourg's planners will need 
to address when designing the 
proposed second line. 

Before the tramway Strasbourg 
had a very poor public transport 
system. Now, the trams are 
always full with car drivers using 
the low charge park-and-ride 
system, and more capacity is 
already needed. The boost to 
the retail trade, the 
improvements to the public 
realm and the sleek highly 
glazed tram cars and Foster-
designed shelters which 
enhance the city's identity are 
icing on the cake. 

Tony Lloyd-Jones 

Mixed Use 1 - Zoning, 
Coding and Discretion 

Mixed-uses, like sustainable 
development, is one of those 
topics where a lack of a 
commonly agreed definition 
makes it hard to focus any 
discussion on a common 
theme. The UDG's panel 
discussion of January 17th was 
no exception. Accepting the 
definitions problem, the panel 
was set the task of answering 
the question - is mixed use 
development a paradigm of 
good settlement design? - but 
settled on the rather different 
issues of what mixed uses do 
and how they can be achieved. 

Chris Glaister chaired the 
session with a panel comprised 
of Mike Moxley of Moxley Frankl 
Architects, Paul Murrain of 
Oxford Brookes Joint Centre for 
Urban Design, Chris Padgin 
from the Department of 
Environment and Roger Turnbull 
from Barton Willmore Planning 
Partnership. 

Chris Padgin set out the current 
DoE view which is that mixed 
uses are good in accessible 
locations such as town centres 
but not good in residential 
areas, except those that have 
been designed as 'urban 
villages'. An undercurrent of the 
planners' need for a sense of 
order was evidence here with 
the idea of mixed uses 
everywhere suggesting chaos. 

Most of the early part of the 
discussion picked up on the 
transport implications of having 
mixed uses in accessible 
locations. Mike Moxley and Paul 
Murrain agreed that trip 
reduction through proximity of 
jobs and homes seemed 
obvious but disagreed about the 
means of achieving it. 

For Mike Moxley, land use 
planning was the problem, 
prescribing fixed ratios of uses 
for sites that needed the 
flexibility to change over time. 
Paul Murrain, on the other hand 
felt that zoning was necessary 
to give greater controls over 
potentially incompatible uses in 
mixed use situations. In 
Murrain's view zoning provides 
the element of certainty 
necessary for maintaining site 
values. The key to making 

mixed uses work lay in the scale 
and grain of development. With 
what seemed like the zeal of a 
fresh convert, Paul Murrain 
linked Hillier and Hanson's 
theory of space syntax with the 
sophisticated multiple use 
zoning and coding mechanisms 
of American New Urbanism (as 
above). The 'strict social logic' 
of traditional street grids 
combined with a suitable grain 
of plot subdivision and the 
comforting certainties of zoning 
and coding would maximise 
local exchange and minimise 
the need to travel. 

Roger Turnbull and Chris 
Glaister shared doubts about 
the idea of working-living 
proximity. For Turnbull it 
smacked too much of the past -
the mill worker living next to his 
factory. The mining village was 
certainly highly sustainable but 
was it a relevant model to a time 
when most people had cars and 
wanted to use them? There was 
much cynicism about the 
strictures of PPG 13 and a need 
for more flexible planning 
policies. That said, there was 
still a great deal of potential for 
introducing some mixed uses 
through converting offices to 
flats - 30 million square feet of 
redundant office space in 
London could provide 20,000 
residential units - and finding 
new uses for redundant brown-
field sites. 

Chris Glaister had first hand 
knowledge of early research on 
mobility at MIT in the USA which 
suggested that the conditions 
for living-working proximity were 
unlikely, if only because people 
are likely to change jobs more 
often than they move home. 

Mike Moxley accepted that there 
would be little cross-over where 

commercial uses are located 
next to residential but the 
salvation lay in the home 
working concept, with an 
'infinite' demand for live-work 
units. Paul Murrain felt that the 
living-working issue was a 
political as well as a design 
issue. While urban designers 
could not decide where people 
live they need to provide the 
ability for high trip capture in 
generations to come. 

Much of the remaining 
discussion was taken up with 
mechanisms for achieving 
mixed use development. Roger 
Turnbull pointed out that use of 
an application for 'Alternative 
Uses' helped get around the 
limits of current land use 
classification but Chris Glaister 
suggested this was a typically 
British way of getting around a 
silly rule - the use classes order 
itself. What was needed was a 
transparent planning system. 

Vincent Wang suggested that 
lawyers were the problem and 
quoted one estate agent who 
said there should be one land 
use order-'space'. His 
suggestion that conflicts 
between incompatible uses be 
dealt with under environmental 
health regulations was perhaps 
one of the more clear-thinking 
proposals of the night. Planning 
regulations in a new guise, 
perhaps, but regulations based 
on performance specifications 
rather than rigid use categories. 

While Chris Padgin thought that 
the B1 use order was a step in 
the right direction, Mike Moxley 
wanted it combined with 
residential uses. In this he drew 
support from several members 
of the audience who pointed to 
the many continental European 
examples where residential uses 
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<5" Padgin summarised the DoE's 
current provision for mixed-use 

£ development in PPGs 13 (on 
u transport) and 6 (on town 
® centres) and outlined the new 
-a PPG1 which will set out new 
H policies for mixed uses 
g including: 

• the use of development 
briefs to suggest ranges of 

8 uses 

• defining'areas of special 
character' where all 
developments should 
incorporate mixed uses and 

• recommendations as to 
flexibility on standards to 
encourage a positive 
approach to mixed uses. 

Reactions to this included 
Moxley's horror at 'mixed use for 
mixed use sake' and Glaister's 
and Murrain's argument that 
some form of flexible zoning 
was necessary for developers 
and land owners to know where 
they were. In Murrain's view, 
zoning and coding also 
provided necessary rules to 
direct development in the right 
direction and everything was 
possible if care was taken in 
putting the mixed use 'package' 
together. 

Tony Lloyd-Jones 

Mixed Use 2 - Living in 
the Heart of the City 

Chris Glaister chaired the 
second discussion evening on 
this subject on 14 February and 
saw one of the objectives being 
to spruce up the Group's views 
on mixed use, which is 
expected to be included in the 
wording of a revised PPG1. 
John Gummer has already 
expressed his view 'that mixed 
use should become the norm -
in both the short and long term'. 

Alan Rowley from Reading 
University described research 
he had been doing, funded by 
the RICS, which examined the 
concept and took as case 
studies Gloucester Green, 
Oxford, Deptford High Street 
and the Trocadero site. The 
concept could be seen in 

Left: Living in the heart 

of the city. Brief for 

Gloucester Green, 

Oxford. 

different ways - blocks, streets, 
neighbourhood and city scales -
with the hours of operation up to 
a full 24 hours and a range of 
uses, the key ones being 
transactional in nature. He felt 
that the art of mixed use 
development needed to be 
discovered, that they didn't suit 
all people's living patterns and 
that we needed a better balance 
of mixed use schemes than we 
have. 

Michael Biscoe presented 
proposals for a site in 
Kensington at the junction of 
Cromwell Road and Warwick 
Road, which had been prepared 
for Tesco. The site had been 
blighted by previous road 
proposals and the brief from 
Kensington and Chelsea was for 
a development containing a 
relief link road to Earls Court 
plus offices, industrial, retail 
including some small users, 
dwellings, community uses, 
coach and lorry parking - a tall 
order. Tesco had a strategic 
ownership of part of the site but 
there were about four other 
owners including the Borough 
and another public body. The 
scheme that had resulted 
contained 160,000 sq ft of 
offices, closing an axial view, a 
50,000 sq ft superstore with 71 
flats, rental and shared 
ownership, built over the store, 
8,000 sq ft leisure uses, car and 
other parking and the relief 
road. 

Martin Chase of Donaldsons 
added some comments about 
that scheme - was it planning 
led or property led due to the 
Council members wanting value 
for their ownership. He felt it 
was overdeveloped driven by 
the aspirations of the 
landowners. He then described 
work done as a study for the 

English Historic Towns Forum in 
1994 which looked at a number 
of schemes including two in 
Cambridge and Norwich. 
Developers tended to look at 
primary uses despite the wider 
nature of planning briefs. 
However, the introduction of 
town centre management was 
having a major impact in taking 
a holistic approach to the town 
centre; this required the creation 
of partnerships which was 
leading to a change in culture -
developers were more likely to 
be prepared to get involved 
more directly, taking mixed use 
more seriously and considering 
how upper floors could be used. 

Vincent Wang summarised 
some of the key points that had 
arisen and also questioned 
whether the Kensington scheme 
constituted mixed use as we 
wished to see it occur - the 
offices were in a separate block 
and only the housing and 
superstore uses were overlaid. 
He referred to the introduction of 
institutional leases of property in 
the late 1950s which meant that 
many of the second leases were 
now coming to an end - at a 
time when less space was 
needed due to decentralisation 
and new technology. Flexibility 
was more likely to occur in 
future leases. 

The discussion raised a number 
of questions: 

Shouldn't mixing uses over time 
be the aim - how do we achieve 
long-term mixed uses? 

Many felt that the Kensington 
scheme wouldn't do anything 
for the vitality of the area; the 
housing is separated from the 
street and this aspect of 
community design seemed to 
be missing from the brief. What 

could give the area a 24 hour 
vitality, taking into account the 
conflict between traffic noise, 
pollution and urban design 
objectives? 

It was suggested that Local 
Plan procedures encourage 
disputes between the owner/ 
developer/planning authority 
and the community - don't we 
need to create a means 
whereby common objectives 
can be agreed in a 
nonconfrontational way? 

Chris Glaister concluded the 
evening by stressing that the 
DoE are prepared to consider 
changes in legislation. For 
example, do we want to see 
more mixed use zones or should 
we be seeking more changes in 
the use classes order? 

John Billingham 

Urban Design and 
Community Issues 

The UDG and the RTPI Joint 
Conference was held on 15 
November at the Royal Society 
of Arts in London on the subject 
of Urban Design and 
Community Issues. A 
supplement of the proceedings 
has been produced and this is 
available from the UDG office. 
Speakers at the event included 
David Taylor, Chief Executive 
English Partnerships, Graham 
Towers, author of building 
Democracy, Alan Simpson and 
John Worthington, speaking on 
USA experience and UK 
examples, Nick Wates speaking 
on the process with Lesley 
Whitehouse describing the 
Hulme experience and Justin 
Wilson commenting on the West 
Silvertown Planning Weekend. 
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London - Moving Beyond 
the Mi l lenn ium 

The joint conference of the 
London branches of the RTPI 
and the RIBA supported also by 
the UDG was held in November 
last year and concerned itself 
with the future of movement, 
transport and design in the 
capital. The subject was 
undoubtedly important but the 
impact of the event was 
reduced by having too many 
speakers and insufficient 
discussion time. Some of the 
more significant papers are 
described in this report. 

Steven Norris, Transport Minister 
for London, gave the 
introductory paper which 
sketched the outline of what the 
government is doing. He 
referred to such issues as 
economic growth, car restraint 
policies, pollution and 
congestion, the decision not to 
proceed with M25 widening. His 
main message seemed to be 
that we must make better use of 
what we have and accepted that 
a better image for public 
transport was needed. 

Robert Thorne gave a historical 
overview and suggested that we 
should assess a future project 
as follows: 

• how quickly would it be 
overtaken by events 

• how does it relate to the 
quality of the city and our 
identity with it 

• how will it be integrated into 
the city fabric. 

James Woudhuyson gazed into 
the future and predicted that 
pollution and congestion 
remained the overriding 
problems, that video 
conferencing would reduce 

transport needs and that mixed 
use developments could reduce 
travel needs. He clearly did not 
believe we should make do with 
what we've got. 

Michael Maine described the 
impact of Terminal 5 at 
Heathrow. He emphasised 
Heathrow's importance in terms 
of the 190,000 direct and linked 
employment, the entry point for 
16% of trade, 70% of 
international visitors and a 
growth forecast of double 
today's figures by 2016. He 
maintained that the growth in 
aircraft size meant no additional 
runway was needed and no 
increase in noise should occur. 
The major point of his 
presentation could be seen as 
the way in which the Heathrow 
Express could be linked to other 
lines making Heathrow part of 
an integrated rail structure as 
well as a wider bus network. 
One of the later speakers 
referred to the way in which the 
various air terminals could be 
linked together more effectively 
by rail than they are and if 
Stansted is to be expanded then 
interchange between major 
terminals will become much 
more essential. James Abbott 
referred to the future rail projects 
being considered - Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link, cross Rail and 
Chelsea Hackney line and 
contended that London could 
only get one major project at a 
time - the Jubilee Line being the 
current one. Richard Thorne 
described the Croydon Light 
Rail scheme which mainly used 
disused rail lines, he compared 
the approach to the Manchester 
and Sheffield systems - Croydon 
will be funded by the private 
sector and it appeared would be 
run by London Transport. Even 
the British Roads Federation 
speaker Richard Diment 
complained about the lack of a 
transport strategy for London 
with forty bodies requiring 
coordination. Tim Pharoah 
emphasised the need to reclaim 
space taken by vehicles for use 
by pedestrians, cycles, bus 
lanes and for delight, through 
design and landscape. He 
illustrated many cases where 
traffic routes had been reduced 
in width without reducing traffic 
flow and achieving 
environmental benefits. The 
main messages flowing from 
the conference appeared to be 

the need for a much more 
integrated approach to transport 
with different forms of transport 
supporting each other as part of 
a total solution, that government 
funds were essential to fund 
major improvements such as 
Cross Rail and other 
interconnections to make best 
use of existing networks and 
that environmental quality in 
terms of pollution and space for 
people needed to be recognised 
properly. Whether this could be 
achieved best by a PTE for 
London or a different 
governmental structure will 
hopefully figure in the lead up to 
the next election. 

John Billingham 

Berl in Urban Utopias 
C o n f e r e n c e 

The European Commission's 
three day Conference on Urban 
Utopias, held in Berlin last 
November, gave a unique 
insight into current thinking on a 
European-wide scale on the 
future of cities. The conference 
was based on the presentation 
of papers given by the top 10% 
of participants in the 1995 
tender bids for research under 
the DGXII Science Research 
and Development, City Action 
Programme. 

Subtitled 'New Tools for the 
Renaissance of the City in 
Europe', the conference's main 
theme was the use of new 
technologies in revitalising 
European cities. This was 
structured around three 
scenarios: Agora City, Glocal 
City and City Governability. 

Each of the scenarios reflected 
a concern with using the new 
technologies to achieve 
sustainable types of urban 
development. It also reflected a 
more general ecological 
philosophy of social balance in 
our cities. Thus the focus of the 
Agora City was the concept of a 
human-centred city, socially 
cohesive with a harmonious 
relationship between the citizen 
and urban space. In the Glocal 
City, the stress was on the 
balance between local 
resources and diversity and the 
forces of globalisation. The City 
Governability scenario explored 

new, computer-based planning 
tools as aids to urban 
management. 

The research programme was 
inspired by the idea of the 
Italian researcher, Professor 
Luigi Businaro, to use the 
design approach in general, 
and the idea of the urban Utopia 
in particular, as a first step in 
defining the problems of cities 
and technology in Europe at the 
end of the twentieth century. 
Some of the ideas that were 
presented were certainly more 
Utopian than others and papers 
ranged from the obscure and 
unlikely to a series of quite 
pragmatic proposals for new 
approaches to urban planning, 
management and design. 

Roy Adams from Building 
Design Partnership spoke briefly 
about their winning bid in the 
Agora City section, which 
focused on the impact of new 
technology at the city block 
level. Seven of the remaining 
thirty four papers were 
presented by delegates from the 
United Kingdom. Some of these 
had a particularly strong 
environmental focus. Mark 
Brearley presented an 
interesting paper on the 
'Changing Spaces of London's 
Heavy Service Economy' in the 
Lower Thames area. John 
Whitelegg of Eco-Logica put 
forward proposals for increasing 
'spatial propinquity' in the city. 
Other British papers were 
presented by Dr Lila Leontidou 
from Kings College Department 
of Geography and Dr Julian 
Wilcez of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority. 

Raoul Bunschoten, of 
something called the CHORA 
Institute of Architecture and 
Urbanism, went on at length 
about 'proto-urban conditions' 
which seemed to involve 
tending to the 'woundscapes' of 
Eastern Europe. References to 
fields, folds, soft structures and 
agitating models reflected its 
origins in the diploma unit of the 
Architectural Association. 

Andrew Wright presented the 
recent attempts of the Richard 
Rogers Partnership to develop a 
high tech approach to 
environmental sustainability, 
exemplified in ParcBIT, a plan 
for a pilot community based on 
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the state-of-the art 
telecommunications on the 
Island of Mallorca. 

The University of Westminster's 
Urban Design Unit and 
Symonds Travers Morgan's 
paper in the Agora City section 
was presented by Marion 
Roberts and Stephen Nice. This 
talk focused on the street as the 
site of the contemporary agora 
and city's networks as the most 
significant elements of urban 
structure. This urban framework 
was seen as the means of 
understanding both the physical 
and cultural aspects of the city 
at its various scales of 
operation. It was also seen as 
providing the rationale for the 
emergence of new 'proto-
agora', such as transport 
interchanges and shopping 
malls, in response to recent 
changes in travel behaviour and 
telecommunications technology. 

Tony Lloyd-Jones 

Reinventing the City 

City 2020 was established as an 
independent body in 1992 to 
report on Britain's inconsistent 
urban policy. The Committee 
had visited 40 different towns 
and cities and published a 
policy document Cities of the 
Future. This conference 
organised by the Labour Party 
was to launch the response to 
that document in a revamped 
publication Reinventing the City. 

This proposal which bears some 
relation to the UDG's Urban 
Design Assistance Teams is that 
a Civic Forum is set up in each 
area which is seeking a Civic 
Grant. The Civic Grant will be 
made up of funds currently 
within the £1.4 billion Single 
Regeneration Budget. 

The Civic Forum will be a 
partnership of public/private and 
community sectors. Its duties 
will be to: 

• Prepare a Civic Plan setting 
out regeneration objectives, 
proposals and targets for the 
area and to consult on the 
plan. 

• Prepare a yearly formal bid 
to Central Government for 
allocation of Civic Grant. 

• Invite bids for Civic Grant 
from projects and 
organisations within the Civic 
Forum Area. 

• Allocate Civic Grant to 
projects in accordance with 
the Civic Plan. 

• Monitor and evaluate the 
progress and impact of the 
Civic Grant. 

The Forum is a partnership with 
representation from the 
Community Sector, Local 
business and the Local 
Authority. 

The constitutions of the Forums 
will be based on the following 
principles: 

• Equal representation from 
the three sectors on the 
basis of say five from each 
sector. 

• The election process for 
each sector will be for the 
sectors themselves to decide 
but will need to be held in an 
open and democratic way. 

Civic Plans 

Each Forum will produce a Civic 
Plan. The plan will describe the 
overall regeneration strategy for 
the designated area over a 
period of at least five years and 
will be reviewed annually. 
Individual projects proposed for 
the area must relate clearly to 
the overall strategy, showing 
how they meet defined needs 
and deliver 'preset outputs'. 

It will be mandatory for each 
plan to be based on 
demonstrable and appropriate 
'bottom up' and neighbourhood 
renewal strategies, with clear 
indicators of need to allow 
schemes to be precisely and 
appropriately targeted. Whether 
such a procedure will die the 
death of bureaucratic 
approaches is not clear; City 
Challenge and SRB 
competitions have the 
undesirable result of winners 
and losers but may create an 
overall vitality which civic plans 
(cf local plans) may fail to 
generate. 

Chris Williamson 
John Billingham 
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In February last year a day's discussion 

was held in London about the future of 

the Group and whether a manifesto, 

appropriate for the Millennium, should 

be produced. A number of conclu-

sions were reached and the outcome of 

the discussion was reported in Issue 

54, the April 1995 Journal. Since then a 

small working group has met to 

progress the text and the two authors 

of this paper were charged with drafting 

out the detailed wording. 

One of the conclusions of the original 

event was that we should seek to 

produce a statement of purpose not a 

manifesto and it has become clear that 

at this stage it is better to provide an 

agenda, as a manifesto would require 

absolute support from members. 

It is recognised that not everybody will 

agree with the contents or detailed 

wording but the executive feel that it 

should now be used together with 

illustrations to promote the objectives 

of the group in the many forums and 

opportunities in which the group is 

asked to participate. 

Nevertheless it would be helpful to get 

general responses from members 

dealing with the principles of what is 

contained in the new agenda and they 

should be sent to the UDG office. 



Successful urban design nurtures the 
essence of the places where people live and 
work and it creates places that people can 
enjoy and which refresh the spirit. Urban 
design is concerned both with processes 
and the three-dimensional products of 
change, at scales from a group of buildings 
to a city centre or a metropolitan area. 

The Urban Design Group (UDG) looks 
beyond the specialised perspectives of 
individual disciplines, agencies, ideologies 
or styles. At a time when towns and cities 
are facing intense pressures, it 
demonstrates practical alternatives to the 
type of design that pays no regard to 
context, and decision-making which is 
driven by bureaucracy. 

We present here an outline of the UDG's 
ideas and principles. The UDG is 
committed to promoting them to everyone 
affected by the urban environment. 

1 Object ives 

The objectives of the UDG are: 

• To promote the understanding and 
appreciation of towns and cities and how 
they work. 

• To promote and engage in research, 
debate and collaboration between 
citizens, professions and institutions. 

• To influence and guide decision-makers 
at all levels, and to educate both 
practitioners and the public. 

• To encourage best practice in urban 
design. 

2 Guiding Principles 

The UDG promotes principles of: 

Context: relating urban change to the best of 
what already exists. 

Diversity: encouraging the variety that 
enlarges the interest or choices a place can 
offer. 

Equity: making places (and their facilities 
and amenities) accessible to people beyond 
the owner and immediate users. 

Stewardship: taking a broad and long-term 
view of the costs and benefits of any 
change, and understanding what makes 
town and cities sustainable. 

Empowerment: building the sense of identity 
of the people who live and work in a place, 
their involvement in caring for its fabric and 
character, and their capacity to influence the 
forces which shape the environment. 

3 Approaches 

The UDG believes that successful urban 
design depends on: 

Common interests: taking account of the 
interests of the city as a whole, not just a 
development's immediate client or users. 

Collaboration: bringing together a wide 
range of disciplines, expertise and 
experience throughout the design and 
development process, and in education. 

Creative thinking: drawing on the creativity 
and imagination of professional and citizen 
alike. 

Sharing Visions: using drawings, models, 
and written and spoken media to 
communicate and share ideas. 

Learning: making the shaping of the 
environment a learning process for 
everyone, from school children to 
professionals and from communities to 
decision-makers. 

4 Processes 

The process of successful urban design 
includes: 

Analysis: understanding and defining the 
essential character and spirit of a place, its 
history and development, its physical, 
social, cultural and economic structure, its 
routes and landmarks, its strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Goals: setting goals for a place that relate to 
its three-dimensional form and agreed 
planning objectives. 

Strategies: developing urban design visions 
and strategies for cities or areas, 
establishing principles on which local design 
decisions can be taken. 

Guidelines: drawing up urban design 
guidelines to show how specific local action 
can support strategic policies. 

The Urban Design Group 
The forum for debate, ideas and 
action for civilised towns and 
cit ies. 
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Michael Brett argues that the articles by 

Hugh Barton and Matthew Carmona in 

the January 1996 issue served only to 
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m underline the flaws of sustainability. 

> 
•a The problem is that the two admirable aims 

of the project - meeting human needs and 
enhancing the self-sufficiency of settlements 
- are fundamentally at odds with each other, 
especially where the design of the locality or 

• • • neighbourhood is concerned. A low-cost, 
12 diversified, self-sufficient settlement is 

presented as a desirable model. It would 
incorporate pedestrian permeability, multi-
use open space, a land-use framework 
emphasising linearity and shared transport 
and energy efficient design. Certain benefits 
are claimed. Among these are varied, local 
housing, employment and services, lower 
energy and resource costs, reductions in 
harmful wastes and emissions, a healthier 
environment and enhanced sense of 
community. 
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The dis-benefits inherent in this model are 
obvious enough, but are not discussed. The 
more successfully self-sufficient the 
settlement, the more would its output be 
limited to the products and services needed 
by a 'local' population. This would lead 
directly to a strict limit, not a diversification, 
in the range of jobs available and in 
opportunities to enhance skills and broaden 
work experience and knowledge. Other 

< 1 benefits of urbanisation which would decline 
q " in direct proportion to self-sufficiency would 
- f r include cultural diversity such as the arts, 
Q sports and diet. Health and education would 

suffer. Far from improving as a result of 
reduced outputs of harmful emissions and 
pollutants, the health of the population 

CD would decline without the extensive medical 
<—*• and health maintenance infrastructure that 

only interconnected and interdependent 
urban populations can sustain. 

Self-sufficiency is a rural, not an urban 
concept, and runs counter to the purposes 
for which urbanisation has evolved. The fact 
is that if we look beyond the horizons of the 
pre-industrial village, which is essentially 
what is being described, we see unfold the 
whole history of human urbanisation. We see 
trading between settlements, regions and 
nations, leading to economic diversification 
and specialisation, the development of new 
skills and knowledge, of ideas about our 
civilisation, its potentials and pitfalls, we see 
the expansion of choice and opportunity. 

As with so many previous model solutions 
offered by the urban professions, the 
sustainable settlements argument has put 
the answer before the question. I am 
reminded of the post-war British new town 
plans which failed to foresee the rise in car 
ownership and later plans which used the 

Italian hills town and Cornish fishing village 
as irrelevant models for inspiration, in an 
attempt, largely for aesthetic reasons, to 
overcome the 'prairie planning' of earlier 
efforts. Poundbury is only the latest in a long 
and dishonourable tradition. For what would 
a snapshot of life in the 21 st century reveal? 
It would reveal, I believe, a relative increase 
in female participation in the workforce, 
more self-employment, more employees 
with part-time and second or third jobs, 
more 'consultants', bless them, and a 
constant need for re-training and 'continuing 
professional development', increased 
competition between cities for inward 
investment; and all this against a 
background of rising incomes and 
expectations. 

You have to envisage a woman (or man), 
having picked up a child from pre-school on 
the way home from one, or two part-time 
jobs, needing to stop off at the supermarket 
for something for tea which can be on the 
table in around half an hour, and you have to 
ask yourself what help the sustainable 
settlement, with its cycleways, walking 
routes and shared transport, is going to be 
in easing things. 

The key, as always in urban design, is 
mobility. The world demand for mobility, not 
just of information which is now very cheap 
to transfer, but of people, commodities and 
products, will not decline in the new century. 
The search for a personal mode of transport 
which is cheap, flexible, safe, reliable and 
energy-efficient will be the key to new urban 
forms in the next decades. With a decline in 
household sizes,and an ageing population, 
there may indeed be scope for increased 
use of shared transport, but only for the 
minority for whom personal mobility is 
unaffordable or unnecessary. Attempting to 
position public facilities on existing transport 
routes in our older cities is not the wave of 
the future; it is a desperate measure brought 
about by the technological obsolescence of 
our urban structures, and of the automobile 
in its present form. 

The President of MIT, Charles Vesty, in a 
recent review for the benefit of new students 
of gaps in our knowledge, cited our inability 
to extract all the latent energy locked up in 
our existing fuel sources without wasting 
much of it in the form of untapped heat 
emissions and harmful chemical by-
products. Only highly educated urban 
populations can expect to develop the skills 
and knowledge to solve such problems. For 
us, there are other important questions; how, 
for example, to foster a sense of focus and 
belonging in an urban population that is 
increasingly transient. We would be better 
employed trying to find an answer to that 
question than inventing model communities 
for a way of life that does not exist, and 
cannot be seen on the horizon. # 
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Stephen Tucker expresses his views on 

how planning, urban design and 

regeneration can provide an urban 

vision for the Millennium. 

Since the mid-1970s the approach to urban 
problems in the UK has been piecemeal and 
pragmatic while in Europe it has been more 
visionary and imaginative. With the coming 
of the new Millennium, attitudes in the UK 
are now changing. 

When in the early seventies, cities 
throughout the UK declared a moratorium 
on their various Comprehensive 
Redevelopment programmes, the end may 
have seemed nigh for urban projects which 
spawned from a master plan or a vision for 
the city. However,in the light of 
developments in city marketing and 
regeneration in the last ten years, are we 
once again destined to produce visions for 
our cities, and if so what role is there for 
planners and urban designers, in 
regeneration up to the Millennium? 

From the 1950s until the mid 1970s, the 
causes of Urban Decline were seen as 
primarily physical in nature; the housing 
problem, unconstrained urban growth and 
industrial restructuring. Modernisation of 
infrastructure and the urban environment 
was seen as the most obvious and direct 
response. However, not only was this 
diagnosis of the problem misguided, 
unaware as it was of broader global 
economic and societal forces, but the scale, 
the speed and the nature of these physical 
solutions was often extreme. By the 
seventies, when Comprehensive 
Redevelopment was seen to cause quite 
unique problems of its own, faith in visionary 
planning had essentially collapsed. 

Since the end of the Redevelopment phase, 
cities in the UK have switched from a master 
planning approach to that of a piecemeal, 
pragmatic response to urban problems. 
Glasgow, the city that I studied in and now 
work in, has been particularly successful in 
using this incremental change in the face of 
severe urban economic decline. 
Nevertheless, since the mid 1980s, this 
pragmatic approach has been joined by 
another more visionary and certainly more 
ambitious methodology. Throughout the UK 
the growth of internationalisation and city 
marketing strategies, the use of flagship 
regeneration developments and the rise in 
competition for urban funding has led to a 
more visionary, physical and commercial 
approach (such as Glasgow 2000, assisted 
by Gordon Cullen's ideas shown above). As 
cities have realised the need to compete for 
external investment, the limitations of 
incremental and pragmatic change have 
become more obvious. 

In Glasgow, while housing associations and 
planners continued the work to alleviate 
among the worst environmental conditions 
in Europe, programmes were emerging 
which would radically alter the image of the 
city. In quick succession there came the 
Burrell Collection, the Merchant City, the 
Miles Better Campaign, the Garden Festival 
and the City of Culture and while some of 
these campaigns were criticised as elitist, 
they played a vital role in altering 
perceptions of the city which were 
predominantly negative. 

Most recently Glasgow has claimed perhaps 
the biggest prize among all the Arts Council 
programmes up to the Millennium, the City 
of Architecture and Design in 1999. 
Potentially it will give the city a marketing 
campaign which originates from and 
enhances directly the physical environment, 
succeeding hopefully where the previous city 
marketing and cultural regeneration 
programmes are considered to have failed. 

13 
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The City of Architecture and Design is 
limited in what it can physically achieve. 
Lacking in resources as it is, however, it may 
force Glasgow to question current attitudes 
on urban development, planning and 
regeneration and ask why current practice is 
so different in many continental cities, with 
their more visionary, more imaginative and 
more structural forms of regeneration. 

Currently in Europe, cities are moving 
towards unitary development strategies 
which emerge from physical visions of what 
the city will look like and how it will operate 
in the future. This new structural form of 
regeneration evolves from the now 
traditional acceptance that cities must 
compete with each other for limited external 
investment. An acceptance that for cities to 
be successful they must be nodes on an 
international transport network; have 
excellent internal transportation links; have 
the best communication, educational, 
commercial and recreational facilities; and 
have an environment both physical and 
cultural which is second to none. 

Barce lona 

Structural Regeneration of the type 
employed in Barcelona, then locates these 
facilities and improves these transportation 
or movement networks according to a well 
defined strategy or plan, so that each 
development has an impact beyond its 
physical manifestation and end use. 

For example, Barcelona built a 
communications tower that became a new 
physical and cultural landmark; an Olympic 
Village that opened the city to the sea and 
created an influx of middle class residential 
population raising the urban tax base; a 
network of public spaces surrounded by key 
facilities which not only marketed the city 
abroad but created new urban commercial 
and business centres and went some way to 
solving the problem of density and 
overcrowding. Urban Projects, Flagships 
and the idea of using festivals or events as 
lead elements in regeneration, ideas which 
we have dabbled with in the UK, were linked 
into comprehensive city-wide goals in urban 
development. They used the necessary and 
available expenditure of modernisation and 
regeneration to recreate and restructure the 
city, in line with contemporary socio-
economic pressures. 

To a certain extent Barcelona was in a 
unique position to do this. There was a 
meeting of political, cultural, locational and 
economic forces which allowed this 
regeneration to happen. However, the 
confidence which they had in physical 
regeneration taking a lead role, and the 
ambition and imagination with which they 
designed and achieved their programme for 
the urban environment, these are relevant to 

any context. The importance of strategy 
cannot be underestimated but this strategy 
would not have existed without a physical 
vision for what they were trying to achieve. 

UK Urban Policies 

Although urban policy in the UK is moving in 
this direction, there are differences between 
us and our continental neighbours 
particularly in our attitude to urban 
development, which continue to have an 
impact upon the effectiveness of our 
regeneration programmes. While our 
conceptual model of the city is slowly 
becoming more sophisticated, and civic in 
orientation, there seems to be a 
fundamental neglect toward the importance 
of imagination and innovation in the 
redesign and restructuring of our city. These 
are qualitative elements which underpin the 
processes of urban development in 
regeneration in most continental cities. 

Although Glasgow's bid for the City of 
Architecture and Design was both innovative 
and imaginative, and equitable in the 
emphasis it placed on spreading the 
benefits of redevelopment throughout the 
city, it remains to be seen whether that initial 
spark will be drawn into a really workable 
strategy, which can in time instigate 
ambitious and creative citywide physical 
regeneration. 

This process, as in all cities, will be subject 
to external commercial, political and 
professional influences which govern the 
shape of urban development and which in 
the UK as opposed to continental Europe, 
tend to pull in opposite directions rather than 
produce a holistic vision for the city. The 
multitude of parties involved in urban 
development and regeneration all seem to 
be operating with their own agenda and to 
their own timescale, leaving the urban public 
utterly disillusioned with our unfulfilled 
promises. Professionals, the private sector, 
politicians and, most importantly, the 
population, desperately need a physical 
vision for urban development on which to 
agree or disagree. 

It is here that the role of planners and the 
influence of urban design will be 
instrumental in urban regeneration up to and 
after the Millennium. If restructuring and 
high quality physical regeneration through 
urban design is the way forward, if we do 
follow the continental example, then the 
future for urban regeneration is inextricably 
bound up with the future of planning. 
However, in the UK no such ambitious 
visions for our cities exist. Neither planners 
nor urban designers are either capable of, or 
in a position to produce such holistic 
strategies for our cities. 

This situation has developed over time and 
is a product of a number of factors - the lack 
of confidence within the profession following 
the failure of visionary planning in the 1960s, 
increasingly restrictive funding regimes, the 
growth in power of other municipal 
departments and the fragmentation of 
agencies involved in and guiding urban 
development and regeneration. Planning, 
the one element in urban government which 
provides comprehensive guidance because 
it deals with the urban environment rather 
than a single issue, has become an 
increasingly responsive element in the 
development process, at the very time when 
our cities need a long term, holistic strategy. 

The Urban Design Role 

Urban Design on the other hand has 
become increasingly influential over the last 
thirty years, with large numbers of planners 
and architects joining its ranks. 
Unfortunately, while Urban Design sections 
exist in most metropolitan authorities, they 
have rarely been given the opportunity, 
resources or legislative power to develop 
citywide strategies for urban development. 

Bearing in mind the competitive context for 
UK cities outlined earlier, this is an 
unacceptable situation. The need to 
compete for finite external investment now 
dictates that cities become more creative, 
firstly in how they market themselves but 
eventually in the way they control and 
manage their day to day activity and future 
development to maintain this creativity. It is 
fundamental to the economic wellbeing of 
our cities that the parties who guide and 
control urban development have the 
capacity and the remit to produce strategies 
or visions to this end. 

Planners must put aside the responsive and 
routine exercises which dominate their 
working day and rediscover what Planning 
should be. Using the theories of urban 
design, not of the limited aesthetic and 
townscape variety but as it exists on the 
continent, to produce local plans and urban 
development strategies which are inspired 
and creative; visions which realise the 
interdependence and mutual development 
of the city and the citizen, and understand 
the reasons why people make journeys and 
the way they use the urban environment; 
policies for development control which 
mirror this understanding, a development 
being measured not only for its impact upon 
its immediate context but its effect upon the 
urban movement network, upon the districts 
role as set out in an urban design strategy 
and upon the extent to which it satisfies this 
citywide urban vision. 

To a certain extent reform is under way, 
urban design is being used more 
ambitiously in such places as Birmingham 
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and is certainly gathering increasing 
importance in Glasgow. However, change is 
tentative and valuable time is being wasted. 
We should not underestimate the effect 
which the ambitious programmes of 
structural regeneration underway in many 
continental cities will have on international 
investment patterns. 

There must be an attempt for all plans to 
undertake urban design strategies for their 
areas, and a need for all cities to produce 
citywide urban design visions; not just 
townscape analysis but studies of density of 
movement, use and activity which 
characterise a city's most successful areas 
and progressive masterplans which could 
then extend these patterns to those least 
successful urban areas. There must be a 
debate on the strategic future of urban 
development and urban regeneration in all 
our major cities, in an attempt to ensure a 
common purpose and direction to planning 
control, capital investment and 
environmental design, not for the next three 
years but for the next thirty. At least if a 
physical vision exists we have a tool which is 
three dimensional enough to understand 
and debate. 

Hopefully planners and urban designers can 
fill the qualitative gap that separates urban 
development and regeneration strategies in 
the UK and on the continent, but change 
must be extended to education as well as 
practice. Graduates are leaving our planning 
schools with no passion for the built 
environment or its design and no 
understanding of the processes and the 
politics which produce it and which guide 
movement, activity and use within it. For a 
profession which then attempts to guide or 
control development within this environment, 
this is little short of arrogance. 

Conclusions 

Unless British planners and urban designers 
can find the opportunity and the ability to 
produce inspired visions for our cities, 
regeneration in particular and urban 
development in general, will continue to be 
seriously undermined. Our cities will be too 
important to the future UK economy after the 
year 2000 for us to get it wrong. More than 
ever before there is a need for planning to 
be directly involved with architecture and 
design, but only if practice and education 
can accept the need to be more creative 
and imaginative. Planning has a future and 
it is an exciting, bold and creative one. The 
Urban Vision is no longer a dirty word; 
ambition and innovation have re-entered the 
planner's vocabulary. # 

The ideas expressed in this article are the views of the 
author and not necessarily those of his employer, Glasgow 
City Council. The illustration is not a proposal of the City 
Council, but an example of work in progress which is being 
discussed with developers, landowners and the local 
community. 
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vvnat could be better than to compare the urban 

design debate of the UK with what happens in 

Europe at the time when the Urban Design Group 

revisits its raison d'etre? Do European practices 

match the guiding principles of the UDG? Where do 

Europeans fit urban design into the physical develop-

ment process? How do they teach urban design: as 

a profession of its own, as an activity of which all 

design professions should be knowledgeable, or as 

a contribution to spatial theory? However, a compre-

hensive review of these issues is far beyond the topic 

section of the UDQ. 

The International Union of Architects has attempted to 

lay down design principles and its influence appears 

in several articles. Urban design does not command 

similar international consensus. The diversity in 

education alone illustrates that urban design can be 

taught as a three dimensional extension of architec-

tural training as well as a skill which includes busi-

ness planning, technical know-how, political aware-

ness and public participation. The question remains 

whether a more coherent understanding of urban 

design would create unity within European diversity 

and whether such a move would be desirable? 

Judith Ryser 
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Tony Scott describes the European 

Urban and Regional Planning Awards 

which were first introduced in 1990 by 

the European Council of Town Planners 

and the European Commission. 

The ECTP is a grouping of professional town 
planning associations and institutes from 
the Member States of the European Union. 
The objectives of the European Council of 
Town Planners are: 

• to enable the free movement of town 
planners in the member countries of the 
European Union, through the mutual 
recognition of their qualifications and 
skills. 

• to represent and promote the town 
planning profession through recognising 
its specific characteristics, its ethics, its 
values and foundations in land 
management policy, among the 
European institutions, the national 
political institutions, the economic and 
social powers and citizens. 

The ECTP pursues a wide range of activities 
in order to meet these objectives. It 
maintains close and constant relations with 
the European institutions and in particular 
with the various Directorates-General of the 
European Commission in Brussels which 
deal with land management and are relevant 
to the town planning profession: DGs IV, V 
and XV for organisation of the single market 
(training, free circulation, services, 
competition); DG XI for environmental 
policy; and DG XVI for regional policy. The 
Awards are administered by the ECTP and 
organised jointly with the European 
Commission. 

1990 and 1994 Awards 

Whilst in 1990 it had been expected that 
they would be offered every two years the 
second event was not to take place until 
1994. The two occasions reflect different 
levels of interest and participation. The 
number of entries received from individual 
member countries for the second event 
almost certainly reflects the re-unification of 
Germany and increased awareness of the 
Awards following publicity of the inaugural 
event and, if as expected, the next event will 
be announced later this year we must expect 
a further increase in entries now that we 
have fifteen member states. 

In 1990, over 200 entries from eleven 
countries had been submitted in response to 
a widely distributed invitation and under the 
different categories of the Awards. The 
greatest number, 65 had come from the 

United Kingdom, with 29 from Denmark 
and, cascading 21 to 17, France, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Italy and Ireland. 
Belgium and Greece submitted 12 and 11 
respectively; Portugal 9 and Spain 3. 

In 1990 the categories for submission had 
been urban planning, rural planning, 
regional planning, and cross-border 
planning. Nearer 300 entries were received 
for the 1994 event. 121 entries came from 
Germany (with 98 under the urban category) 
and 48 from the United Kingdom. The 
Netherlands and Spain each submitted 32 
with France 15, Portugal 11, Denmark 9; 
Italy, Greece, Ireland and Belgium submitted 
7, 4, 3 and 3 respectively. Seventy five per 
cent of all entries this time came under the 
urban category, with around 5 per cent 
cross-border and twenty per cent in the 
regional group. 

Following announcement of the Awards by 
the European Commission, details are 
distributed to all local planning authorities 
and public agencies through the planning 
associations and institutes of the member 
country. A feature of the awards is that the 
work submitted must be a feasible project or 
report (where it might address proposals on 
the ground or bring forward new procedures 
or arrangements) commissioned by a client 
public authority. 

Assessment 

Entries are assessed by a panel of 
international judges appointed by the 
European Council of Town Planners under 
the chairmanship and technical direction of 
their Planning Consultant. 

An important point here is that every entrant 
is invited in their written submission to 
clearly present and argue the reasons why 
the scheme represents an achievement 
under the terms of the Awards and against 
the criteria for assessment. It occurs to me 
as chairman of the judging panel that there 
will be many other planning achievements 
that do not cross the first hurdle because a 
plausible case is not presented, and at 
times no case at all. 

Each stage of the assessment leading to the 
final short-list which will be visited by the 
judges is appraised as an achievement by 
the international panel of judges taking into 
account the following criteria: 

• the enhancement of the environment and 
any recognisable social and economic 
benefit resulting from the achievement in 
terms of human well-being, greater 
safety, or greater efficiency; 

• the originality and innovation of the 
achievement or approach; 
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^ • the quality of the professional work 
§ involved in design, in the development of 
^ planning concepts or in the application 
c5' of planning techniques; 

w" 
» • the extent to which the scheme may 

serve as a model for other work 
" elsewhere or as a base for the 
-a development of further related schemes; 
CD 
g • the role played by the planner as an 

enabler and co-ordinator. 

To merit an award, there has to be sufficient 
18 achievement, in terms of physical 

realisation, organisational improvement or 
innovation, or other lasting community 
benefit. Following the selection of a final 
short-list of schemes under each category a 
sub-panel of visiting judges is nominated by 
the international jury. Visits to the selected 
projects are carried out during an intensive 
programme of inspection. When a 
submission describes a specific planning 
approach or methodology rather than 
development, interviews are held with the 
initiating authorities. 

On occasions, the impression given to the 
judges may be that their visit to a scheme is 
no more than a formality and that everything 
to be said about a project has been stated 
in the submission. 

In the time that is available, which is rarely 
more than a few hours, final presentations 
should reinforce the earlier case that the 
entry is indeed an achievement which 
satisfies the aims and criteria of the 
European Urban and Regional Planning 
Awards. Whilst visits to the regional, rural, 
and cross-border schemes have each taken 
around four days to complete, the urban 
projects have taken up to ten to twelve days. 

Presentation of the Awards 

• 

When the difficult task of assessment is 
completed, the ECTP's international panel of 
judges prepares its report for the European 
Commission. Winning and commended 
entrants are then invited to a presentation of 
the Awards at Brussels which have been 
timed to coincide with a seminar or 
conference on urban planning issues. In 
keeping with the principal aims of the 
Awards, publicity is given to the winning and 
commended submissions. However, the 
ECTP wishes to see publicity extended so as 
to include all the final short-list entries and, 
moreover that the entries would serve as a 
touring exhibition amongst the European 
member states. 

Of particular interest to urban designers and 
town planners, will be the winning and short 
listed entries under the urban category. It is 
intended that at the next awards event 
publicity of the winning and short-listed 

entries will include a contact address to 
enable other practitioners to pursue their 
individual enquiries and perhaps to visit the 
schemes. This may usefully lead to the 
publication of project information sheets and 
practice notes by entrants in readiness for 
such enquiries. Although beyond the scope 
of this article, urban designers may also 
wish to examine some of the entries 
submitted under the other categories. The 
regional group has included urban projects 
at a regional scale, covering for example, 
planning issues in conurbations. The next 
Awards are likely to address urban and rural 
planning at three levels: local, regional and 
cross-border (inter-European projects). 

The 1994 Award Winner 

The rehabilitation of the Matera historical 
site and the Murgia high plateau (Italy) 

This project received the highest accolade in 
Europe's 1994 Urban and Regional Planning 
Awards. The urban restoration of Matera 
combines considerable vitality, innovation, 
and social interest and led an international 
panel of Town Planners to describe the 
approach adopted as 'carefully considered 
and detailed, setting new standards for the 
care of the historic and cultural interest'. The 
Sassiof Matera - the oldest part of the town 
- has outstanding architectural qualities and 
had hosted countless civilisations from the 
Bronze age through to the Byzantine and the 
Baroque eras without renouncing its origins 
and strong ties between the built 
environment and its natural surroundings. 



Highly commended in i g g 4 

Berlin Kreuzberg 

Above: block 103, 

much of which was 

scheduled for 

rebuilding, has been 

renovated and the 

living and industrial 

space conserved as 

much as possible. 

Right: Conversion of 

garages in Kreuzberg 

into workshops, 

offices and studios. 

Right: All lariz-

riverbridge links to 

refurbished tanneries 

and riverside 

promenades. 

Yet by the 1970s the area had declined to 
such an extent that its inhabitants were 
encouraged to abandon the historic site and 
move to other towns and cities. From this 
there became a serious risk that the very 
significant historic and cultural interest of the 
area would lead solely to the preservation 
and display of an ancient site. This would be 
to overlook the intimate relationships 
between the form and fabric of the place 
and the people who had inhabited it, and 
the diverse and many social and economic 
activities that had secured the well-being of 
Matera in better times. 

The emotional experience that Matera 
evokes and its sense of place will now help 
to regenerate and re-make an ancient city. It 
will be both historic and of the moment as 
new technology and modern residential 
quarters are woven into the ancient fabric. 

Its vitality as an urban area appears to be 
assured and its promise surpasses the 
alternative option that might have been 
pursued if the site simply had become a 
national heritage site. Well considered and 
effective town planning has helped bring 
about this renewed vitality. More than 1,500 
citizens including traditional craftsmen, 
applied for residence and business permits. 
In 1991 over 100 private houses had been 
restored over a two year period using 
traditional building skills passed from the 
older to the younger residents and creating 
new employment opportunities. Other 
buildings are to be used for cultural 
purposes, so encouraging the flow of 
tourism to Matera and to the Murgia high 
plateau, already converted into the Parco 
Regionale. 

Careful urban renewal in Berlin-Kreuzberg 
(Germany) 

The judges considered this well known and 
well publicised project to be an outstanding 
example of a planning led urban 
rehabilitation scheme. The programme was 
well organised in a bottom-up structure and 
addressed first the social needs of the 
neighbourhood yet at the same time the 
project was based on a detailed economic 
evaluation. 

In the 1970s the desolate and despairing 
Berlin-Kreuzberg inner city area was 
earmarked for demolition and the building of 
tower blocks and a Motorway. In the early 
1980s there had been large scale political 
protest and occupation of over 80 houses 
and 1,200 apartments by renovating 
squatters. This led to a change in political 
direction where the existing buildings would 
be retained and renewed in line with the 
needs of local people. 

By 1994 almost 10,000 dwellings had been 
renewed - many with self help schemes - at 
prices 30 per cent lower than new buildings 
and in half the time. New kindergartens and 
schools have been created. The judges were 
particularly impressed by an imaginative 
nursery school conversion from a redundant 
multi-storey car park with landscaping at 
ground, roof and intermediate levels. 
Provision was made in the furnishings and 
fittings to meet the needs of children from 
different cultural and ethnic backgrounds. 

Rejuvenation of the historic town of Allariz 
(Spain) 

In 1990 the local authority had set out to 
arrest the decline of Allariz in north west 
Spain which had stemmed from the 1950s. 
The scheme entails major environmental 
changes to the built and natural elements of 
the historic town's urban environment which 
have resulted in major socio-economic 
benefits. Conversion of the old tanneries 
along the river have become a trail of 
tourism and leisure related enterprises 
connected to new river footbridges. 

Special Meri t Awards 

In 1994 the international panel introduced a 
new category of award to recognise a variety 
of selected entries which overall can 
illustrate different professional skills and a 
strong sense of commitment, quality and 
high standards and where, at times, these 
achievements may be relatively modest but 
in context are very considerable. Special 
Merit Awards focus upon town planners who 
find themselves in a variety of different 
circumstances within the Community. 
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Special Merit Awards were presented to five 
entries, three under the urban category: 

Saltburn-by-the-Sea (United Kingdom) 

The panel of judges were impressed by the 
enthusiasm of the local authority and the 
people of the town who had become fully 
engaged in the regeneration plan. The 
project was considered to be an outstanding 
example of the hidden powers of a subtle 
town planning approach in a socio-
economic context. The plan had been a 
stimulus for an intense degree of community 
activity across all age and interest groups 
leading towards a great sense of civic pride. 

Wismar (Germany) 

This project, as an example from former 
eastern European countries was considered 
by the judges to show clearly how the 
attitude and thinking of the town planner can 
adapt to new circumstances. With the re-
unification of Germany and radical change, 
the planner sought proposals that would not 
compromise the most important task of 
achieving enhancement of life in cities. 

Netherlands 1989-1995 

This project rewarded municipalities for 
outstanding initiatives in town planning by 
making the specific initiative accessible to a 
wider public, and by so doing, promoting 
discussion about good practice. 

Best Planning Document Award 

This was presented to Aalborg (Denmark) 
This judges were very impressed with the 
document - Bedre By - Towards the 
Sustainable City - which addresses, in a very 
innovative and precise way the problem of 
communicating to the public planning 
issues and planning decisions. The city of 
Aalborg had recognised that the only 
sustainable way of solving its urban 
environmental planning problems was by 
way of reconsideration of the city structure, 
the technical infrastructure and the social life 
of the city, through co-operation and 
dialogue from the bottom up. A key element 
of this process was to change the form of 
the planning documents using a more 
popular layout and language. The new plans 
take the form of loose leaf folders describing 
urban, industrial, open land and 
environmental matters. These give 
information on different levels and themes 
and bring in examples of good practice in 
areas such as home restoration and in re-
organising public spaces. The printing 
format is inexpensive and updating is simple 
using the loose-leaf ring-binders. With the 
backing of an electronic data-base at local 
offices and institutions it is easy to locate 
special problems and to ensure that up-to-
date information is easily obtained. 
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Short List of Schemes 

Although simply listed here, we ought not 
overlook the range and merit of the other 
final short list entries. After all, each has 
evoked the interest of the judges through 
their content, presentation, or by the subject 
upon which they focus. The ECTPs wish to 
increase awareness of all final short list 
entries might lead to UDQ and other 
professional journals featuring these 
schemes in advance of the next Awards 
event. 

In 1994 the other final short list entries in the 
urban category were: 

Europaesh byevarelse - Glasvejkvarteret i 
Odense (Denmark); - an urban regeneration 
project. 

Mulhouse Amenagement du Centre-Ville 
(Chorus) Cran-Gevrier (France); - the re-
making and re-location of a town centre. 

Fleetachse Zwischen Alster und Elbe, 
Hamburg (Germany); - urban regeneration 
and new development. 

Okologishe Standplanung Eckernford 
(Germany); - an ecological approach to 
urban land use planning. 

Cork Historic Centre Action Plan (Ireland); -
urban regeneration, conservation and 
development. 

Nieux Oot, Amsterdam (Netherlands); -
urban expansion and land reclamation. 

Piano Director da Cidade do Porto 
(Portugal); - development and infrastructure 
planning for Porto. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Business Park (United 
Kingdom) - reclamation and commercial 
redevelopment. 

The European Urban and Regional Planning 
Awards offer a challenge to all town 
planners. Projects with an urban design 
emphasis directed towards making and 
sustaining urban places and spaces; or 
bringing greater understanding of urban 
form and character (and the interactions that 
make an area work and the conflicts that 
need to be resolved) can demonstrate how 
they support a better quality of life. On a 
purely personal note, it seems to me that 
projects which encapsulate all these 
components could become possible 
contenders for the next European Urban and 
Regional Planning Awards. # 

Whilst the article draws on material provided 
for and submitted to the European Urban 
and Regional Planning Awards, the personal 
views expressed are not necessarily shared 
by the EC or the ECTP. 
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This article summarises the approach to teaching urban design 

within the Faculty of Architecture of the Rheinisch-Westfallische 

Technische Hochschule in Aachen, comments on the emphases 

of the curriculum and speculates on the suitability of graduates 

for the employment market in Germany. 

Curriculum 

The Architecture Faculty of the RWTH Aachen has more than 2,000 
students. Each year 240 matriculate and the average studying time is 14 
semesters. The number of students who choose to specialise in urban 
design can vary between 5 and 30 per semester. 

The general aims of urban design teaching within the faculty are to 
provoke an awareness of urban systems and structures, to illustrate their 
complexity, to develop ideas as to how they should be evaluated and 
explore ways in which they might be sustained and improved. 

All students must satisfy certain basic requirements in urban design as 
part of their architectural training. In addition, a specialisation 
programme is offered after four semesters have been completed. This 
specialisation leads to qualification as an architect but the emphasis of 
most of the core courses is on urban planning and related issues. 

Compulsory courses in urban design take place in the third semester and 
in the fifth semester. Both courses consist of a weekly series of lectures 
and an exercise. During the first series the historical context is the main 
topic of the lectures and the second series deals with theory, methods 
and implementation. For the exercises students work in groups of four 
with a contact period of up to thirty minutes per week. The culmination of 
the lectures is a fifteen minute oral examination. The outcome of this is 
combined with the assessment of the exercise to give an overall mark. 

The other compulsory element for all architecture students is the 
completion of an urban design project, lasting between one and two 
semesters, either individually or as part of a group of two or three 
members. These projects, like the exercises, usually comprise town 
expansion or infilling problems of varying sizes. In contrast to the 
exercises, the emphasis in these projects is more on the finished product 
than on the process. 

When a student selects urban design as the main component of their 
architecture course they must complete a second urban design project 
and produce an individual, in-depth study on an urban design topic. In 
addition they are obliged to take part in specific seminars dealing with 
aspects of urban planning. 

Criteria 

The criteria which are used as the main design and evaluation categories 
throughout the exercises and projects are use patterns, circulation 
systems, spatial organisation and ecological structure. 

The students are expected to appraise the potential and problems of an 
area before going on to define aims for its future development. These 
aims are then refined to produce a concept or framework. This involves 
examining the wider context of a selected study area as well as the 
specific and unique local conditions. This framework acts as the basis of 
a design for the area and for the detailed design of selected sites within 
the area. At each stage of the process there is the need to produce and 
select options from the various alternatives which are created and to 
establish the criteria on which these decisions will be based. 
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An integral part of the work is the verbal and graphic presentation of 
interim stages and the completed study. Within the seminars, 
evaluation can be on the basis of a report or exercise. The emphasis 
differs in each subject area but the task will normally consist of 
applying the principles which have been taught to a specific 
problem. This could involve written, graphic and presentation 
elements. 

C o m m e n t s 

For architecture students who choose not to specialise in urban 
design the compulsory exercises and urban design projects illustrate 
the complex nature of the urban context within which architecture 
takes place and some of the methods which can be used to assist in 
the related design and decision-making processes. Students have to 
seek solutions among alternatives based on their own aims and 
using the criteria they have developed. This process sharpens their 
critical, analytical and creative skills. 

Equally important is an emphasis on the three dimensional aspects 
of any proposals. The value of this is that the composition of space 
is a skill which architects tend to be familiar with although it is being 
used at a more complex scale than the students have been used to 
experiencing. This emphasis on the spatial elements of urban 
development is valuable since the physical realisation of urban 
processes is extremely important. But, outwith the social and 
economic context which effectively controls the three dimensional 
realisation, the spatial design which results can be naively 
uninhibited. On the other hand, to restrict non-urban design students 
by aiming to introduce a sense of realism might diminish the interest 
and motivation which is essential to build up an awareness of the 
implications of major intrusions into the urban fabric and the 
processes by which they are governed. 

For students who are specialising in urban design the additional 
urban project and in-depth study provide opportunities to further their 
expertise and refine their skills. It is here that one would expect the 

social and economic context as well as the problems of the 
implementation process to play a greater role. However, to a great 
extent the comments relating to the non-urban design students also 
apply to the urban designers. The lack of a close liaison between the 
seminar courses and the design projects often results in 
inappropriate suggestions in relation to investment, law, social 
conditions and infrastructure. 

The importance of the three dimensional idea is dominant 
throughout the work and the evaluation. It is very seldom that a 
student produces a project in which there is a financial concept, 
participation scheme and implementation process as well as a three 
dimensional design. However, there are a number of important 
factors which must be taken into account in order to fully understand 
this emphasis. Firstly, the students who qualify with this 
specialisation in urban design are eligible for professional 
recognition as urban planners and architects. Secondly they are in 
great demand. Private practices and government authorities value 
the spatial design abilities which these students have to offer 
whether they are employed as designers or in preparing a legal pan 
for a site or area. Thirdly, when the widespread system of urban 
design competitions in Germany is considered, then the training 
which the students receive is appropriate. These competitions 
encourage participants to provide three dimensional ideas. These 
ideas are then modified over time to comply with the practical 
restraints of urban development. 

Conclusions 

It seems reasonable to suggest that despite the focus on spatial 
design the system of urban design education in Aachen contributes 
significantly to the quality of architectural education within the faculty 
and prepares students adequately for the demands of the 
employment market. What is less clear is whether this system will 
continue to be suitable in the worsening economic conditions as 
resources become limited and more towns have to compete against 
each other for investment. # 
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Major changes and deep transforma-

tions are affecting European cities and 

Urban Design constitutes the central 

theme of the research and work of 

architects whose field of study or 

activity refers to urban structure. Not 

only in terms of design in practice or 

theoretical research, but also in terms 

of teaching at University level aimed at 

the formation of new generations of 

architects who will be working within 

the Post-Industrial reality. 

I believe that the decline of today's cities is 
not linked to their physical characteristics 
but it is due to the loss of the very values on 
which cities have been established and built 
since their beginning - it is a matter of 
community values, of identity, of sense of 
place. I believe therefore that it is very 
important to define a specific role for 
architectural design which is capable of 
influencing, within its specialised field, the 
reconstitution of urban community values. It 
is indispensable that this role should be 
clearly defined during the training of those 
architects who will be working in the coming 
decades. 

A Common Identity 

I believe it is possible to design with the aim 
of reintroducing into the organisation of 
space, the values of relationships between 
individuals and between each individual and 
the environment, based on the concept of a 
common identity. In this way Urban Design 
can present itself as a method of 
organisation which places man and his 
relationship with his surroundings at the crux 
of the problem. This relationship is not 
considered in single instances but a 
complex whole which is fundamental to how 
space should be organised. Thus, the 
problem of design is not reduced to one of 
constructing buildings but the search for a 
system of relationships from which building 
can then acquire a meaning. Referring to a 
logical argument which cannot root its own 
validity in the practical dimension, urban 
design, and in particular this methodological 
approach, favours a kind of design which, 
on both large and small scales, bases itself 
on knowledge of the contextual situation in 
the sense of a synthesis resulting from the 
evolutionary process which produced it. 

For example, the design of only a single 
element of a whole system cannot create 
merely a superficial relationship with the 
context (connections, unsuitability of 
morphology) but acts knowing that a 
specific and single design, within its limits, 
produces a modification from within the 
system. 

This approach to Urban Design, which is 
based neither on the scale nor on the size of 
project, is evidently anomalous as 
compared with the more usual logical 
approach to design. 

This concept of system means that one 
assumes the idea of an easily varied plan of 
self-modification. This does not mean 
'flexibility' in terms of indifferent neutrality, 
but it means willingness to embrace new 
and evolutionary elements. 

It is anomalous to the contraposition of 
architecture and town planning as it can be 
applied to all kinds of design. 

These attitudes are anomalous to merely 
functional design which takes into 
consideration housing requirements as set 
down by a governing body because they 
approach each project in the light of human 
relationships, activities and individual 
requirements. 

It is also anomalous to the tendency to use 
architectural features taken from history, but 
lifted out of context without considering the 
condition of modern man. 

This approach focuses on reality in 
problematic terms and, in this way, differs 
from those schools of thought which tend to 
set up certainties and dogmas that can 
easily attract and fascinate those who 
approach these problems for the first time. 

Above all, we must teach the students, not 
to look for definitive answers to architectural 
problems, but to approach each new 
challenge as a catalyst to a whole series of 
possible solutions. Through modification of 
space we can affect behaviour according to 
our ideology; we must however be 
conscious that we are introducing new 
elements into a system which will be 
modified by these elements, which will, in 
turn, be modified by the system. 

The characteristics of the architecture of a 
town cannot help but document the past 
and even if these characteristics conflict with 
one another, they overlap to build a picture 
of the cultural and spatial evolution of the 
society. Therefore no monument can be 
considered for its intrinsic value alone but as 
an emergent cultural expression of a 
community. 

A vision of this kind inevitably leads to 
relevant consequences at the architectural 
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level too. This method attributes great 
importance to space which is intended as a 
guide to community relationships. 

This emphasis requires particular attention 
in the design of the communication between 
spaces in order to go beyond the kind of 
design which is based on the definition of 
surfaces and volumes as envelopes, 
containers of already defined functions. 

The conviction that: a) human actions and 
activities cannot be defined in general terms 
or imprisoned within architectural objects; 
and b) architectural space is a totality within 
which human events take place; is an initial 
statement of essential importance in terms 
of education. It serves to help those who 
approach problems of design for the first 
time to understand that the aim of their 
architectural activities cannot be the 
celebration of their own ability, but they 
should act as a catalyst toward the 
expression of the values of the community. 

It is my opinion that the study of architecture 
at University level must be based on the 
conviction that Architectural and Urban 
Design are the essential disciplines which 
develop the student's maturity. The 
experience cannot aim either to obtain a 
mere corpus of technical knowledge, or to 
develop gestural and insubstantial 
tendencies but must aim to produce a 
conscious study of the transformations of 
space as an environment conducive to 
relationships. 

If we accept Urban Design, as concisely 
defined here, it follows that teaching this 
topic does not mean invading foreign 
disciplinary fields which complement 
architectural design or which avoid the 
architectural problem in the strictest sense 
of the word. It means, on the contrary, to 
design at every operative dimension, always 
taking into consideration the correlation 
between interpersonal relationships and the 
different levels of spatial characterisation. 

The teaching experiment carried out in this 
direction has contributed and is still 
contributing not only towards clarification of 
the stages of the method, but also to set up 
a system of representation of the aspects of 
the design process that are not codified by 
the more common languages. What is 
particularly interesting is the attempt made 
by students to express with clarity the 
design process with the intention of leaving 
open possibilities for the input of new 
elements. # 
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Practically all of the 'jacks of all trades' 

from disciplines concerned with the 

loss of place which characterises 

today's city agree that the essential and 

determining factor of the problem lies in 

the dichotomy between centre and 

suburbs. 

It is my opinion that the distortion of urban 
identity lies precisely in the distinction 
between a 'centre' and a 'suburb'. In the 
former, urban values are misinterpreted and 
instead attributed the mere value of 
'qualified' service, while in the latter, there 
was once - and in some cases still is - a 
lack of facilities which is, however, accepted 
with resignation as a given reality, one to be 
improved and modified more than 
transformed. These two absurdly antithetical 
situations, each have a different way of 
provoking the identity crisis, the absence of 
the urban place. 

In the suburb, the crisis in urban identity 
arises from the dilution of the features of 
specificity and the indifference of spatial 
configuration with regard to the cultural 
structure. In the case of the so-called 
historic centre, it lies in the erroneous 
utilisation of spaces and, in more general 
terms, of the space itself. 

Much has been said about the uncontrolled 
shift towards service-oriented activities, the 
expulsion of residence and the population's 
renunciation of having roots in the place. 
Perhaps our efforts, though, have been 
directed more at correcting epidemic 
elements and single episodes than going 
back to the root of the problem, neglecting 
in practice, if not in words, that the value of 
'organism' belongs to the city. An organism 
whose substance lies in the complexity of 
the community culture. 

The qualitative values we attribute to historic 
centres obviously cannot derive from 
monumental or formal values, but rather 
from a correspondence, which existed in the 
pre-industrial city, between spatial figuration 
and the connotated cultural structure 
identified with the place, active within it and 
heavily conditioned and modelled by it. The 
interaction between man and space in what 
we may define as the 'dichotomous' city, 
one bereft of its identity of organism, has 
missed the mark and progressively 
atrophies the community's capability to 
build a cultural identity of an urban type. 

Rejecting an anachronistic return to the 
static model of the pre-industrial city, today 
it becomes indispensable to develop a new 
method of intervention in the city, referring to 

the contemporary and relatively recent 
capability to confront greater territorial 
extensions. 

The criteria employed in recent decades, at 
least in Italy, to overcome the dichotomy 
between centre and suburb do not seem to 
be particularly effective. The increase of 
service facilities in suburban areas or the 
multiplication of gravitational centres (see 
for example the logic behind the office 
district of the 'satellite city') represents the 
rationalisation and implicit acceptance of a 
system. It does not represent, however, the 
creation of the conditions necessary to 
substantially resolve the problem. 

Multipolarity 

Among the most significant proposals 
elaborated in Italy in recent decades, I feel 
that the model of the 'residential nucleus' 
formulated by A. Libera in the 50s, followed 
by the model of multipolarity by 'condensers' 
which tend to rejoin the centre and suburbs, 
formulated by De Carlo for the Rimini plan, 
can be considered among the most 
interesting for their 'deviant' and innovative 
value with respect to the current logic. I do 
not feel however, they can be considered 
resolutive for different reasons. In the first 
case, the progressive concentration of 
interests in centres of attraction capable of 
'holding together' progressively wider 
relational spheres inevitably leads towards 
recognising the central nucleus as the only 
element capable of 'holding together' the 
entirety of the city. 

In the second case, a series of 'strong 
points' situated along the margin between 
centre and suburb is not capable of solving 
problems besides those of rejoining the 
centre in its totality with the suburb in its 
totality, relegating secondary importance to 
wider and more complex relational systems 
or those more localised and elementary, 
when not neglecting them altogether. 

I feel that a method with a good probability 
of surpassing the centre - suburb dichotomy 
and the notion of centre and that of suburb 
may be identified in an approach that 
considers the entire range of interindividual 
relations, from the basic level of direct 
personal relations to the one which sees the 
greatest involvement between strongly 
differentiated relational spheres. 

We are substantially dealing with two types 
of problem; one of an organisational, 
designing model and the other of a 
conceptual mode which places man in his 
community relations at the centre of the 
problem. On the level of organisational 
model and in general terms, abstracted from 
a 'field' reality, the indispensable condition 
to reattribute a role and identity to every 
element of the city is for every spatial and 
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relational sphere to have its own dignity as part of a system, 
indispensable component of an organism, whatever its relevance in 
terms of quantity or gravitational force may be. The principle of the 
interdependence between elements is an indispensable condition for 
the formation of a system, as is the presence of values of 
characterisation and qualitative diversification. 

In other words, it is necessary to create the conditions so that the 
places of a city, in order to be such, do not stop at satisfying 
demands of a functional order, but instead are characterised so as to 
generate and produce new interests capable of promoting a 
spontaneous search for new relations in individuals. 

In this sense, it is essential to avoid generating only a progressive 
attraction from detail to general (from minor relational systems to 
more complex ones - as in the 'pyramidal' model) and to instead 
determine a valence of interaction between rational spheres of the 
same level which differ qualitatively. 

We must refer to what sociologist R. Gulducci called, with interesting 
intuition, the 'equal-different' poles, without however identifying and 
reducing the concept of pole to that of a punctual and episodic 
element, but rather a circuit of relations capable of satisfying the 
need for a twofold valence. 

Every circuit, every relational sphere should guarantee a twofold 
movement; one centripetal, tied to the capacity to attract interests 
and constitute an element of aggregation, and another centrifugal, 
tied to the capacity to produce new interests, to generate a new 
'desire'for relations. 

The model which results from this hypothesis of interdependence is 
what I define as the model of general interpolarity, repeating that the 
term 'pole' does not refer to the concept of an episodic point. 

The Urban Place 

To this is tied the second aspect I referred to: the cultural aspect of 
the problem, the formative value and, generally speaking, the 
educational aspect of the urban 'place'. There is no hope of 
reconstituting the urban place without reconstituting in individuals 
the sense of belonging to a community or a place, the city habitat, 
or, better still, the attachment to the place. This cannot be based on 
habit alone, but instead must consist in recovering, in a spatial 
situation, those elements capable of stimulating the sensitivity that 
each of us has, as citizens, individuals and components of a cultural 
unity. 

It appears evident to me that in order to reconstitute a new 
'attachment' to the urban place with some hope of success, it is 
necessary to aim overall at the younger generations still in their 
formative years, for only through education which acts within the 
individual is it possible to promote processes to form new relational 
ties and consequently, a new community attitude. 

It is indispensable to seek a rapport between physical structure and 
relational structure capable of assuring and promoting the harmonic 
formation of community relations. This represents an about-face with 
respect to the situation of today's city where the physical 
organisation instead tends toward hindering these relations. In the 
relational system typical of a habitat definable as urban, I believe 
that basically two 'families' of subsystems may be identified: the one 
we might define as involving the primary and elementary relations, 
based on direct personal relations, and that of higher level relations, 
capable of promoting interpersonal relations by means of 
mediational elements. It is evident that moments of mediation and 
relational clusters may arise where common interests exist capable 
of bringing together persons from even distant primary spheres in a 
given moment. Persons attracted by elements of shared interest and 
not simply by the need to satisfy demands of a functional order. # 



When the French speak of 'Urbanisme' physical appearance of France. 
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and 'Amenagement du territoire' they 

are referring to what, in the United 

Kingdom would be covered by the 

terms planning, urban design and 

regional planning. These are not exact 

equivalents, however, and an examina-

tion of how and why they are different 

may help to explain how urban devel-

opment occurs in France. 

A diploma in 'Urbanisme' was introduced 
during the 1970s. Its objectives were to raise 
the intellectual profile of those involved with 
city planning, by enabling them to break into 
the closed world of the universities, and to 
develop multi-disciplinary approaches to the 
social and technical complexities of the 
urban phenomenon.1 Before this you had 
Institutes or Associations of 'Urbanistes' who 
shared a desire to work at the scale of the 
quartiers, city or region, but who had no 
official recognition, only influence. This is 
not to deny that questions of urban and 
regional development have not been to the 
forefront in the evolution of the French state. 
You have only to look at the major changes 
in French cities and the investment in 
infrastructure since the 17th century to find 
ample evidence to the contrary. It is 
interesting, however, that the instigators of 
the most of these developments were not 
Architects or 'Urbanistes'. 

When Andre Le Notre completed his first 
major work in 1661, a new concept of 
French environmental design was born. 
Although trained as an architect, Le Notre 
was for most of his professional life a 
landscape designer. At Vaux-le-Vicomte, 
architecture plays a secondary role to the 
landscape. The intention was 'to organise 
the landscape into one mighty scene that 
would express the dignity and elegance of 
man and delight senses'.2 This vision had 
an extraordinary effect on French 
'Urbanisme' where an ordered assembly of 
buildings subservient to the whole, led to the 
transformation of cities and inspired 
architects for generations. 

Jean-Baptiste Colbert, (1619-1683) who was 
responsible for restructuring and 
rationalising development in France, 
launched a programme of roads, sewers, 
canals, ports, and communication links, 
founded national manufacturing companies, 
designated national parks and assured an 
adequate water supply. He was the Minister 
of Finance and secretary of State to the 
Royal Household.3 Yet he transformed the 

Similarly, Baron Haussmann (1809-1891), a 
civil servant and 'Prefet' of the Seine 
Departement, instigated an astounding 
series of public works in Paris which 
reversed the 18th-century outward extension 
of the city and created a new system of 
connecting boulevards, parks and public 
spaces.4 Paris moved from being a Baroque 
capital to being a liberal metropolis with 
breathtaking speed.5 

Although none of these was an architect or a 
planner, they did share one thing in 
common. The implementation of their vision 
required vast collective organisation, 
bringing together a large number of 
specialists and many co-ordinators. In 
Haussmann's case this was provided by 
Napoleon III who, with his far reaching 
powers, assembled a team of highly skilled 
technicians and passed some very original 
legislation regarding the compulsory 
purchase of land and public health.6 

This Jacobin structure of the highly 
centralised state has ensured that political 
concerns in development were well 
represented and that, inevitably, all 
decisions were taken in Paris. This had 
some beneficial effects, however. It ensured 
that planning was a concern of the highest 
powers in the land, that nearly all shades of 
opinion were represented at critical stages in 
the process and that finance was available 
to implement any proposal. Wearing rose-
tinted glasses you might consider this an 
integrated approach to urban development. 

More importantly, it has accustomed the 
French to planning and 'Urbanisme' at a 
national and regional level, while canvassing 
an astonishing range of specialist and 
public opinion. Each town and city seeks to 
place itself within this grand context and to 
plan for its future accordingly. France is a 
large, sparsely populated country and this 
has affected deeply the French psyche. To 
survive, a provincial city must make 
alliances with others of similar size or 
ambition. This spatial perception of a 
country of physical or metaphysical 
connections is a powerful force in 
development. It results in a vast range of 
studies and projects which are seen as fit 
subjects for analysis by multi-disciplinary 
teams which include architects and 
planners. Examples such as, the extension 
of the Grand Axe in Paris 3.3 km beyond the 
Grande Arche, the monumental urban axis 
in Nimes, a study for a 19 km development 
axis between Vichy and Gannat, the 
continuing development of Charles de 
Gaulle airport, a cross-border study for the 
environmental improvement of the physical 
links between Geneva and Annemasse, the 
enlargement of the T.G.V. network, the 
complementary development of regional 
business and technology parks, the growth 
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in marinas to cater for visitors from across the channel, a national 
agency to identify disadvantaged quartiers and to propose solutions 
for them, all speak for themselves. All are nationally co-ordinated 
and involve significant local consultation. 

Decentral isat ion of Planning 

Each development proposal in France passes across the desk of 
one or more of its 36,532 mayors. It is the mayor who, in conjunction 
with the technical services department, has the responsibility for 
preparing the commune's structure plan (Plan d'Occupation du Sol) 
and who grants a building licence (Permis de construire). This has 
been the case since the decentralisation laws of 1980-86 were 
passed. The dream of decentralised power in France is an old one 
but Jacobin fears of the break up of the state ensured that the 
realisation of this dream would take a very long time. 

The question that has exercised the French since decentralisation is, 
how to ensure a successful transfer of competence along with this 
transfer of power. It must be borne in mind that 11,000 French 
mayors preside over a population of less than 200 people and one 
mayor of only 3 people. How therefore is the Mairie to ensure 
satisfactory and efficient development and planning control. Fifteen 
years after the event, some people are not convinced that they can 
and claim that decentralisation has not been a success. On the other 
hand the majority of people are committed to it and are seeking new 
and innovative methods of achieving it.7 

This has led to much soul searching, with awkward questions being 
asked of everyone. The Prefetof the Departement has disappeared 
for instance, at least in name. He is now known as the Commissioner 
de la Republique. His power has been transferred to the chairman of 
the Conseil General, although he continues to have great influence 
with central government.8 

This type of transfer of power has occurred at all levels of local 
government, throwing up a series of problems. The mayor needs 
good advice on the economic,demographic, social and 
environmental development of his commune, but to whom does he 
turn. The Technical Services department may be too small and may 
not have the relevant skills. Fortunately France possesses, for the 
reasons outlined above, one of the developed world's most 
comprehensive and sophisticated planning structures, so the Mayor 
is spoilt for choice.9 Much of the advice comes from state or semi-
state agencies which have overlapping responsibilities and which 
were created in some cases as much for reasons of political point-
scoring as for efficiency. So the Mayor must exercise great care in 
choosing which advice to take as he will need eventually to convince 
central government of the correctness of his decisions. 

Frequently the Mayor will commission consultants in the private 
sector; architects, planners, landscape architects, to provide this 
advice. The differences of opinion which can arise between these 
consultants and the existing planning agencies can lead to 
exhilarating meetings. Presentations with up to thirty five people 
present are not uncommon and almost all sections of the 
professional community are represented. This ensures that difficult 
issues are raised and discussed at a critical stage in the process. In 
general a genuine effort is made to resolve problems although if one 
member of the working party chooses to be obstructive it can cause 
considerable delay. This is not common, however, and the process 
results in an in-depth, multi-disciplinary design approach. 

There can be some confusion among professionals as to who 
assumes what role and who has authority to drive the whole process 
forward. Clarifying this is seen as the major challenge of the future. 



'Urbanistes' of Tomorrow 3 at All the stars of the French architectural firmament are 'Urbanistes', 
particularly in these difficult economic times. Their stance tends to 
be cerebral and their perception of the city cultural and spatial. The I 
public sector 'Urbaniste' is working in a more administrative context ^ ^ 
and is striving to redefine his or her role for the future. The increased _ _ 
interest in pursuing a course in 'Urbanisme' at third level, and the * 
way in which these courses concentrate on the needs of the ^ ^ 
decentralised planning system are evidence of the efforts the Institut ^ 
Frangais d'Urbanisme is making to mould the next generation. < 

to 

•o 

These 'Urbanistes' will be drawn from different professional ^ ^ 
backgrounds and will be encouraged to work in multi-disciplinary 
teams.10 But this may not be enough. Jean Frebault, a past Director 
of the Direction d Architecture et d'Urbanisme has identified the 
need to fill the gap between 'Urbanisme' and Architecture. He called 
for an understanding of the whole urban landscape if we are to 
create more legibility in town and cities.11 He might be calling for the 
Urban Designer to fill this gap. Frangois Ascher, the president of the 
council responsible for the education of 'Urbanistes', expressed 
some reservations about this concept at a conference held in 
December 1995 at the Universite Pierre Mendes France in Grenoble. 
The conference was held to discuss continuous professional 
development and he felt that architects and planners were faced 
with a choice. Did they want to see the development of the Urban 
Designer as a professional with specialised skills, or would they ^ ^ 
prefer to see Architects, 'Urbanistes', and others working more and ^ H l 
more in a multidisciplinary fashion, each bringing their particular ^ ^ 
knowledge and skill to bear on a problem. To put it another way do ^ ^ 
you have Urban Design or Urban Designers? 

An editorial in the revue d'Architecture12 posed the same question in ^ 
a slightly different way. Who is responsible for the physical form of 
our cities, it asked. It was not satisfied with the claims being made ID 
by many professional groups and wondered if an 'Urbaniste' was CD 
simply someone who was responsible for directing an urban project. 
The editorial concluded by declaring, The days when Architects Q 
could claim "We are all Urbanistes" are over'. Z5 

O 

So, it seems that 'Urbanisme' in France is at a threshold. The past ^ P 
CD 

has instilled in the French a passion for the city and its complexity, ir^ 
and decentralisation has created the potential for greater local 
control over urban development at a moment when a fierce 
intellectual debate is taking place on what the future holds for the 
city and who will help to realise this future. # 
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The dust has now settled after the flurry 

of activity generated by the events that 

took place in Spain during 1992: the 

25th Olympic Games in Barcelona, the 

Universal Exposition in Seville and 

Madrid, European Cultural Capital. 

These events provide some interesting 

insights about how cities can be 

transformed. 

1992 was a very real threshold and coming-
of-age after many decades of isolation 
under a dictatorship and Spain was very 
eager to show itself to Europe and the world 
as a modern country, capable of hosting 
such events and doing it with style. 

Barcelona 

The most remarkable example of 
transformation is undoubtedly Barcelona, 
now a point of reference for urban planners 
all over the world. The celebration of the 
Olympics created a pretext for reaching 
planning objectives that under normal 
circumstances would never have been 
possible, at least in the short time-frame 
during which they were completed. 
Barcelona, and also Seville, have been able 
to undertake very ambitious urban projects 
from the impulse derived from the 
organisation of events which, in themselves, 
do not have any urban planning goals. 
These cities have been transformed 
practically overnight, and have shown a 
qualitative change that is well beyond the 
normal pace of urban growth. 

One of the factors that made this possible in 
Barcelona was a willingness to put aside 
political differences and to reach a 
consensus between state, regional and local 
governments, to put their city on the map. 

But if one looks back, the Barcelona 
example is not a surprise. The way was 
being paved since the early eighties by a 
team of professionals in the City Planning 
Department, led by Oriol Bohigas. The 
aggressive policy of buying empty lots and 
obsolete factories and other industrial 
installations for public ownership allowed 
Barcelona to tackle an area of great 
importance for a liveable city: public space. 
From 1980 to 1992 there was a profusion of 
spaces that were recycled for public use, 
some dealing with difficult industrial sites. 
The results were not always popular with the 
public, but showed a refreshing willingness 
to explore form. This period did not deal with 
general urban systems but served as a 
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^ rehearsal for the next stages, culminating in 
§ the Olympic Games, 
o 
CD 

to The Moll de Fusta, along the old Barcelona 
^ docks, was the first attempt to tackle 
CO 

« mobility in a city paralysed by heavy traffic, 
u The thoroughfares were re-positioned below 
® grade to allow the city to be reacquainted 
-a with its waterfront, subsequently to be one of 
H the major objectives of City officials, even 

after 1992. The culmination of this policy is 
the redevelopment of the Port Veil Marina, 
an ambitious project to bring life to the old 
port, masterplanned by Pinon and Viaplana. 

3 0 

Sevil le 

For Seville, the 1992 Expo was also a 
chance to acquire its much-needed 
infrastructure: new roads, new bridges, new 
airport, new railway station, sports facilities, 
theatres, hotels, but unlike Barcelona, which 
rapidly incorporated the newly developed 
areas, Seville has not been able to find an 
adequate solution for the grounds where the 
Exposition was held. The plan known as 
'Cartuja '93' was to recycle the grounds for 
university use, research and development, 
and also leisure. The grounds are a ghost of 
the Exposition; some of the best pavilions 
were taken down and some that should 
have been taken down have remained in 
place. The R&D site has not attracted 
technological firms as was hoped and in 
general there is a feeling of disillusion about 
the whole project. Once the economic 
recession is over, it may well be that Seville 
will be able to grow into its newly acquired 
urban development scheme. 

Santiago de Compostela 

A much smaller city which has also recently 
upgraded its public image is Santiago de 
Compostela in Galicia, on the northern 
Atlantic coast. Formerly an important 
pilgrimage centre, in the last 200 years, 
Galicia has remained oblivious to modern 
tendencies. The beautiful, but decadent, city 
needed a spark and the occasion came with 
the celebration of the 1993 Jacobean Year 
festivities. Santiago reconsidered its status 
as capital of Galicia and decided to become 
a showcase for projects by prestigious 
architects, the most notable example being 
the recent Contemporary Art Centre by 
Alvaro Siza. Yet to be constructed is the 
futuristic telecommunications platform by 
Norman Foster which will dominate the 
skyline. Santiago is now preparing for its 
next Jacobean Year in 1999 and has also 
been proclaimed European Capital of 
Culture for the year 2000. These will be 
opportunities to maintain the momentum of 
new architecture for the age-old city. 
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Centre by Alvaro Siza 
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Composte la . 
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Below: The new Olympic 

Stadium by Cruz y Ortiz, 
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the Olympic Village 

project, Madrid. 

Left: Barcelona has been 
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Below: Infill approach to 

public parks in Barcelona 

where the Nudo de 

Trinidad park by Roig and 

Batlle has been 

constructed within a 

major motorway junction. 



Madrid 

Madrid, the capital, has unfortunately been 
the loser. It is true that important pieces of 
infrastructure, such as beltways and tunnels 
were completed which have notably 
improved access to the city. But, unlike 
Barcelona, Madrid failed to gain an urban 
awareness. The projects which were 
completed for 1992, such as the new 
Campo de las Naciones conference 
complex, have a gaudy, theatrical look about 
them which seems to be the Madrid style. 
They are just more objects added to the 
cluttered and disorganised Madrid urban 
landscape. 

One of the more interesting projects was the 
Juan Carlos I Park. This huge urban park, 22 
ha, next to the Campo de las Naciones 
complex, was heavily criticised when it was 
opened. The vast expanses of water-thirsty 
lawns seemed out of place in years of 
severe drought. The huge dimensions of the 
avenues and plazas that dwarf the human 
being, and the sheer size of the Park were 
intimidating to the public. Far from 
Barcelona's infill approach to 
neighbourhood parks and plazas, Madrid 
opted for one large park in the suburbs. 
Against all odds the Park has become a big 
success. It has become a centre for 
activities which would normally be a 
nuisance in smaller neighbourhood parks, 
such as cycling, rollerblading and remote 
control models. In spite of being poorly 
connected by public transport, it receives 
many hundreds of visitors on weekends, as 
the overcrowded parking lot demonstrates. 

The public art that is present throughout the 
Park was chosen by a panel of experts and 
is a significant contribution to this public 
open space, a far cry from the pretentious 
classical figurative sculptures which the City 
Hall has been promoting around the city. 

During 1995 a new master Plan for Madrid 
was approved, which at present is going 
through the final stages of the public 
participation process. One of the main 
problems it seeks to correct is the lack of 
affordable housing and the disconnection of 
the city centre with the surrounding 
dormitory towns that developed as a result 
of the inflationary real estate market. 

One of the emblematic proposals is the 
Olympic Village project in the eastern 
section of the city. As the authors of the 
Master Plan state 'Without doubt the 
organisation, development and celebration 
of Olympic Games is one of the projects 
which inspires the most enthusiasm in an 
urban society like ours'. Armed with its new 
Master Plan, and determined to make the 
great qualitative leap which other Spanish 
cities have taken, Madrid is now preparing 
to make a bid for the 2008 Olympiad. # 

O 
•o 
<D 
0) 
3 

(A 

O 
3 
(A 

<A 
0) 
<D 
5) 

Pierre van Wunnik explains that by an Act of Careful Planning 

few nuns were left in the Berlaymont Convent when the 

European Commission needed office space in Brussels. A 

new building arose, filled with civil servants and asbestos 

fibre. About twenty years later another careful Act of Planning 

closed down the Leopold brewery; the site was perfect for 

the European Parliament. In the meantime a city block was 

pulled down in a rather careless way and the European 

Council building occupied its place. 

The three principal institutions of the European Union were thus 
united in one neighbourhood of Brussels, surrounded by the smaller 
bits and pieces of the Union and the Embassies to the Union, the 
Press, the representatives of regions and cities and other pressure 
groups and lobbies. (We will call this neighbourhood the Brussels-
Europe Area, BEA for short.) 

Brussels counts the greater number of European servants: 16,364 
out of a total of 24,248 (1994).11t has become the de facto European 
capital which de jure does not exist. 

The European Union is not the government of a sovereign country. 
Decision making power lies with the Council of Ministers and the 
European Parliament has only limited competences. The 
Commission, the executive branch, may take 'initiatives', of which 
often little remains. Still Europe has power and it certainly needs 
identity. The demand for office space is important: in 2005, 
1,640,000m2 will be needed for 32,700 civil servants.2 Space has to 
be found, urban forms to be made. 

Power be it political, financial or religious, has its own built forms. 
Imposing these forms on an existing urban fabric always created 
conflict: extending the Louvre annihilated a Paris neighbourhood, the 
building of the Court of Justice, made 'architek' a strong insult in 
Brussels. 

The City and European Institutions 

3 ? The European institutions, representing less than 4% of the 632,000 
CD jobs in Brussels are not the source of all urban ills in Brussels. Still 
—̂  their location in a single district gives them a heavy impact. There are 
^ good functional reasons to locate the different European institutions 
< close together. Another reason for the clustering of Eurobuildings 

might well be found in the long-term investment strategies of 
—' property developers. No explicit urban planning decision seems ever 

to have been taken. 

^ This does not mean that no plans existed, but they were not 
H5 prospective. The 'sector plan'3 defined a zone for offices but no 

particular vision about public buildings, Belgian or European, was 
offered. 

A private consortium presented in 1986 the scheme for the 
redevelopment of the 'Quartier Leopold' railway station and the 
brewery site behind it, both to be used by the European Parliament. 
The Brussels government then commissioned the BEA study4 as 'a 
management and planning tool'. Thirty two percent of the total 
Brussels office space (1.8 million m2) was located in the area. The 
main effort was to contain office development and traffic; Europe's 
appetite for brewery sites and railway yards had to be 
'accommodated'.4 Two additional reports were made for the 
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European district: a wide-ranging traffic 
study and a general plan for public space.58,6 

The planning procedures for local zoning 
plans (PPAS) produced repetitive 
discussions on offices and traffic in the city. 
Most plans finally bowed to the investors' 
convictions and the architects' dogmas. 

Associated with the developers of the 
'Espace Leopold' a local residents' 
committee, the Association du Quartier 
Leopold, tries at present to establish a 
general plan for a large part of the area.7 

Urban design 

The Brussels-Europe Area includes the 
'Quartier Leopold' neighbourhood. Designed 
by Suiys for a Societe Generale branch and 
developed from 1837 onward, it was an 
extension of the Palace and Parliament 
district inside the city walls. Later projects 
(by Cluysenaer, Dubois and others) enlarged 
the extensions far beyond. The last 
monumental project, by King Leopold II in 
1898, was the avenue de Tervueren reaching 
out to the royal hunting palace.8 The 
European Communities certainly chose 
places of political and financial power. 

The railway line in the district was once 
considered strategic by Great Britain as it 
made travel over land to the near-east 
possible without passing through France. 
Now its abandoned shunting yards are 
replaced by the buildings of the European 
Parliament towering over the trees of the 
Leopold park. The Maelbeek (mill brook) left 
some ponds in the park that once was a zoo 
and later a University campus. After the war 
more and more offices occupied the 
Quartier Leopold, among them the 
Eurobuildings. 

The Berlaymont building and the 
Charlemagne building became in the early 
60s the image of Europe; both are being 
restored now. Scores of dispersed buildings 
have been and are still used by the 
European Union. Large and new office 
complexes should bring the institutions 
closer together. 

The Council of Ministers opened its 
210,000m2 of new offices in 1994. Located 
on the Schuman Circus, facing the 
Berlaymont, the building has little to offer to 
the urban environment. A critic classified it 
as 'Dallas architecture' after the unending 
television series. Some old buildings were 
left as a screen on one side; now it seems 
that a mercy killing of these poor shaggy 
houses would be the humane thing to do. 

Parliamentary session. However, 
Commissions and Secretariats do the real 
work in Brussels and need offices. Aware of 
this, private enterprise launched the 'Espace 
Leopold' project in 1986. After a few tries, an 
association of architects, including A. 
Jacqmain, produced the present plans. A 
'mall' covers the railway station's platforms, 
it is surrounded by office buildings. An 
atrium on one side links up with the 
'hemicycle' of 650 seats. The total floor area 
is to be 370,000m2.9 

Both large projects provoked strong 
reactions by committees of local residents 
and the Brussels 'environmental' 
associations, Interenvironnement and Bral. 
One residents group, the 'Association du 
Quartier Leopold', reached an agreement 
with the developers of the 'Espace Leopold' 
to cooperate in maintaining the urban 
qualities of the neighbourhood.10 

Office development brings traffic and 
parking problems. Monumental streets, like 
the 'rue de la Loi' have become noisy and 
polluted, one-way five-lane roads. The new 
Eurobuildings will not improve this situation: 
the 5,296 parking spaces in the 1988 BEA-
study were already underestimated in 1992. 
However two railway stations and an 
underground line (metro) serve the district 
and optimistic estimates are of a fourfold 
increase in train commuters. Brussels would 
certainly need its regional transit system 
(RER) but while it was discussed for years, 
rail traffic declined steadily. 

On a smaller scale, several underground 
links and upper level bridges are connecting 
European office buildings. This indicates the 
need for close integration and physical 
security. This use of the third urban 
dimension could become a means of 
breaking up huge complexes in smaller 
units; integration in existing neighbourhoods 
could become much easier. Even 'people-
movers' are possible. Of course, streets 
would get some science-fiction features but 
is that absolutely unthinkable? 

The overall study on public spaces6 started 
with street interviews. They made clear that 
the perception of public space is often quite 
different from the professional ideas; the 
passer-by obviously has other criteria. The 
semantic differentials also showed 
unexpected differences between streets and 
squares, between streets where one works 
and streets where one lives. After the 
preliminaries the study proposed a main 
pedestrian network, public transport nodes, 
bicycle ways, and measures of traffic 
management. Detailed plans for a score of 
public spaces were made. 

Brussels is not the seat of the European 
Parliament: once a month hundreds of 
containers are loaded with thousands of files 
and carted off to Strasbourg for a week of 

The most important components of public 
space are not the letterboxes and the 
lampposts, but its floor surfaces and its 
walls. Whereas surfacing materials usually 

get enough attention, the vertical borders of 
spaces are often neglected. An analysis 
shows a wide variety; walls of houses, shops 
and offices, arcades, long rows of doors, 
retaining walls, garden walls, hedges and 
railings. To protect and maintain some of the 
'blind' walls, at least one can lean on them, 
seemed a good idea for example. 

In 19th-century city extensions, strong visual 
axes are common. One of them, 
Luxembourg Street, leads to the 
Luxembourg/Quartier Leopold station. The 
architects of the European Parliament 
buildings planned a straight approach to the 
main entrance of their building; the station 
built by Saintenoy in 1858 had to be 
demolished. To many this was not 
acceptable; the official decision was to 
maintain the facade of the station as part of 
Luxembourg Square. The case still rests; the 
plans do not look as if the old station 
belongs there. Maybe it will become another 
of those building fronts flattened out on a 
glass wall. The main entrance to the station 
has already been shifted to a side street, 
which certainly does not promote public 
transport. 

Conclusions 

Establishing the European institutions in 
Brussels has emphasised that the urban 
form of political and administrative power is 
not obvious: very diffuse structures have to 
be translated into sensible urban spaces. 
Urban forms for government buildings are 
difficult to create. The Berlaymont building 
of the 60s pretended that nothing existed 
around it; the Council of Ministers building 
miserly occupies its property to the last 
square centimetre and the Parliament takes 
advantage of a neo-classical axis a hundred 
and fifty years old. Finally no solution is 
satisfactory. 

Bringing the different institutions of the 
Union together was justified by demands of 
internal communication. The desire to create 
an image, to legitimise their existence did 
only play a role for each institution 
separately. It is now obvious, however, that 
the concentration has a strong multiplier 
effect on the overall image value. 

The Eurobuildings could have been on the 
outskirts of town as in Strasbourg or 
Luxembourg but somehow such locations 
do seem to lack permanency. Even if the 
development brought distress to some and 
injured prejudices of others, urban life 
certainly became less provincial in the 
neighbourhood. 

The opacity of large organisations and of 
politicians and developers wanting to get 
things done, has certainly made urban 
integration less than complete. Conventional 
wisdom being what it is, more openness 
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might, however, very well have slowed down 
the developments. Maybe urban design 
professionals sworn to confidentiality might 
have been of help. 

The Eurosaga is not ended and the 
Brussels-Europe Area is still far from a 
sustainable situation. Many small 
adaptations, modest new activities and 
slight changes in life will hopefully make it a 
living urban area. # 
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Maria Niemczyk describes the chang-

ing planning context within which 

development proposals are proceeding 

in Warsaw. 

Jana Pawla II Ave. (John Paul II), referred to 
as JPII, was routed through the postwar 
ruins of Warsaw in the early 1950s, following 
the pre-war scheme of modernising the 
central Warsaw street pattern. The main 
Warsaw centre lies east of the Avenue. 
Along this part of JPII Ave. there are just a 
few remaining pre-war buildings. 

Two major urban design schemes were 
prepared for the surrounding areas, both 
chosen in the course of open competitions. 
The first one, incorporating the northern part, 
was for a large downtown housing estate, 
and was implemented during the middle 
1960s, as a pattern of sixteen storey slab 
blocks. Social and commercial auxiliary 
facilities were designed as low rise pavilions. 
Some of the facilities were built, but sites for 
the commercial ones, along JPII Ave. stood 
empty until the beginning of the 1990s and 
some are still vacant. 

The second scheme, incorporating the south 
eastern part, was for the so called Western 
Region of Warsaw Centre (ZRCW). The 
winning design proposed five 140m high 
towers, situated south and north of the Main 
Railway Station (1), on a podium of low rise 
pavilions. The two south towers were 
completed, one (2) in the late 1970s 
(offices), and the second (3) in the early 
1990s (Marriott Hotel and Town Air Terminal). 

The urban design part of the story ends 
here. The schemes were comprehensive, 
competition originated, but never fully 
completed. We shall never know what would 
be the current judgement on their 
appropriateness if they had been 
implementated. One could guess that they 
would be much criticised as ideas have 
changed greatly. Towards the end of the 
1980s the centrally controlled economy 
based on the omnipotent State was 
crumbling and foreign development capital 
was being allowed into the country An 
Austrian project for a seven storey Holiday 
Inn Hotel (4) north of the Railway Station 
was contrary to the ZRCW scheme, but was 
accepted and built. And that is when the 
urban chance part of the story begins. 

Present Conditions 

The political, the social and the economic 
scene changed completely in 1989-1990. 
The return of political freedom and of the 
free market economy, including full rights of 
private land ownership, was translated by 
the public opinion as freedom from any 

restrictions, town planning included, the 
latter additionally labelled as part of 
communist rule oppression. 

The boundaries of three Warsaw Districts, 
Srodmiescie (Centre), Wola and Ochota, run 
along JPII Ave. The reinstatement of truly 
independent Local Government gave the 
District Authorities full control of the planning 
and development process. But the 
development prospects in Warsaw are 
hampered by uncertainty of land ownership 
titles and frequent changes in procedures, 
both conditions characteristic for the 
transition period. However, the real problem 
regarding urban development lies in the lack 
of capital. Getting hold of a developer with 
capital is real chance. 

Planning Guidance 

Master Plans for Warsaw and the Centre 
District ratified in 1982 and 1983 needed 
substantial revision to match the new 
conditions. Such revisions were ratified in 
1992 and 1993. The authorities and public 
opinion wanted the new plans to be as 
unrestrictive as possible. So the plans' 
regulations are very general and often 
vague, especially in the Warsaw Master 
Plan. 

The new planning legislation, the Physical 
Development Act, was passed in 1994 and 
is effective from 1 January 1995. It specifies 
that 'the conditions for development', an 
administrative decision similar to planning 
permission, can contain only such 
restrictions, regulation or guidance as 
written in the Master Plan, or result from 
Parliamentary legislation (such as the 
Building Code, Environment Protection Act). 

The Centre District Master Plan regulations 
state that projects for sites within specified 
areas (vicinity of JPII Ave. included) should 
be preceded by urban design studies, 
analyses of high-rise building skylines in 
panoramic views, etc. However such 
guidelines lack regulative powers - the law 
does not say who decides on the merit of 
such studies - even if developers are 
persuaded to commission them. 

Recent Development 

The second development chance (after the 
Holiday Inn Hotel), still in the late 1980s, 
came with talks between the President of 
Warsaw and a French company for another 
hotel (5). Negotiations on the proposals for 
Hotel Mercure succeeded in such a way that 
the City Architect's suggestions as to some 
alterations of the building's positioning were 
accepted. 
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On the western side of JPII Ave., Wola 
District Authorities invited tenders for 
development on the vacant sites. The 
restricting conditions were mainly technical: 
access, daylight, overshadowing, etc. 
Criteria for selection centred on effective use 
of land, on financial and legal conditions of 
contract. The first stage of Wola Business 
Centre [6], a six storey building on a corner 
site, was completed by a Swedish company 
last year. Tower block offices are under 
construction. Continuation of stages three 
and four (a) will follow when sufficient 
tenants' contracts have been secured. 

Two high rise office developments (7 & 8) 
are presently under construction as joint 
ventures of Polish public and commercial 
institutions with Austrian and Italian 
companies respectively. Designs proposed 
by the developers were accepted by Ochota 
and Wola Districts. 

A block of pre-war buildings at the Circle 
crossing was very successfully rounded off 
by a new addition (9). 

The construction of another office building, 
seven to ten storeys (b), next to the listed 
buildings (L), is about to start. Projects are 
under consideration for two more sites (c & 
d) both with high rise elements. There are 
still some other vacant sites (e & f) and 
willing developers are being sought. 

The future of the vacant site (g), over and 
alongside the railway lines west of the 
Railway Station, is uncertain as it presents 
various technical and legal problems, such 
as the 'air rights' of the State Railways to the 
space over the sunken tracks which recently 
have been covered up with car parking. The 
Centre District hopefully assumes that two 
more 140m towers will be constructed north 
of the Railway Station (h) but there is no 
interest in such projects presently. 

Each project was and is being considered 
individually. There is no valid Local 
Development Plan for the area and no 
overall vision, against which the projects 
could be judged and coordinated. But this 
situation suits some parties in this game. 
The three District Authorities are not 
attempting to cooperate in this respect and 
the City Office is not eager to intervene. The 
projects are basically developer orientated. 
Somehow there is a feeling, nobody knows if 
justified, that too many demands and 
restrictions may frighten away the interest 
and the money. If any of the new buildings 
happens to contribute positively to the urban 
scene, it will be purely by chance, and by 
persistence of a good architect. 
The photos were taken in the winter and the 
lack of urban space definition is clearly 
visible. In the summer the foliage of the 
double line of trees articulates the avenue. Is 
this the only chance of urban design? # 

35 
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Scenes of the World to 
Come: European 
Architecture and the 
American Chal lenge 
1893-1960 
Jean-Louis Cohen 
Flastimarian / Canadian Centre 
for Architecture 1995 Paris 
c. £30 

If I'd known my architectural 
history better I wouldn't have 
been so excited as I unwrapped 
my copy. I'd have recognised 
the cover not as pulp science 
fiction - all those radiation suits 
and gas clouds and vertiginous 
perspectives of a city - but as 
Alexsandr Rodchenko's The War 
of the Future (1930) and settled 
for that least thrilling of genres: 
the catalogue of an exhibition of 
architectural drawings. But that 
in away is the story of Scenes... 
the successive confrontation of 
architects and critics with the 
most complex myth of modern 
times, its reality and their 
postcards (and projects) home. 
And the transformations of 
reality back to mythology. 

As a result of its catholic - but 
strictly chronological -
thoroughness and international 
origins - Jean Louis Cohen is a 
French Professor of Architecture 
in New York, the exhibition 
originated in Montreal - the story 
line from the 1893 Chicago 
World Fair to Archigram is 
woven with fascinating and 
complex details, influences and 
corrections and illustrated with 
full page reproductions of the 
original magazines and books 
that spread Americanisms. 

Listing some of these gives a 
flavour of the book. Saint Elias' 
1914 Railroad station alongside 
Harvey Wiley Corbett's 1913 

City of the future; Vladimir 
Semenov's championing 
Burnham's City Beautiful some 
twenty years before his plan for 
Stalin's Moscow; le Corbusier 
painting out the pediments of 
grain silos reproduced ten years 
earlier in Gropius's 1913 
discovery of them; Frank Lloyd 
Wright's pupil Vladimir Karfik 
working on new towns for Bata 
in Czechoslovakia in 1936; 
Albert Kahn building factories in 
Cheliabinsk and Stalingrad; Eric 
Mendelsohn's exaggerated 
eyelevel realist photographs of 
skyscrapers under construction 
influencing Fritz Lang's 
Metropolis designs; the 
redesign of Yalta as Miami 
Beach and Hamburg in 1942 as 
a Nazi rival to New York's skyline 
- all these asides and trails 
enrich a story that is in outline 
familiar enough - if only through 
Reyner Banham's writing in the 
1970s. 

Banham himself is part of the 
story told here along with 
Giedeon's Mechanization Takes 
Command, and two key editions 
of Architectural Review Man 
Made America (1950) and 
Machine Made America (1957) 
as part of the post war 
influence. The final plate is Ron 
Herron's Instant City{ 1969) 
drawn in Los Angeles and 
funded by the Chicago based 
Graham Foundation - but 
planned for a suburb near you. 

Maybe, in a way, it was science 
fiction after all, though Cohen's 
concluding chapter prefers to 
see it as fetishistic emphasis on 
exaggerated features rather 
than the less exotic reality. But 
that's architecture for you. 

Bob Jarvis 

World Cities BERLIN 
Edited by Alan Balfour 
Academy Editions 1995 £69.95 

This book on Berlin is the third 
in the series of World Cities 
preceded by London and Los 
Angeles and at a price of nearly 
£70 is a substantial and well 
illustrated volume. Alan Balfour 
is the linking writer and it begins 
with a historical background 
illustrated with photographs 
largely from the pre-war period. 

This is followed by contributors 
to the Academy Forum event 
where six architects gave their 
views on what is happening in 
Berlin and Alan Balfour 
comments on 'Berlin as it might 
have been' by using an overview 
of the six significant urban 
design competitions held since 
1991. A large number of unbuilt 
projects are included and Alan 
Balfour then describes the major 
schemes that are progressing in 
'Berlin as it is' followed by built 
or committed developments. 
The last section comprises 
'Berlin as it will be' and a useful 
series of maps is included 
related to the chapter 
definitions. 

The contributors to the Academy 
Forum raised the issue of 
whether development in Berlin is 
being too constrained by city 
policies. A number of the 
contributors refer to the 
'reconstruction of the traditional 
building block' initiated by Josef 
Kleihues for the IBA area and 
this was followed by the 'Berlin 
School' of 'Building in Stone' 
with various regulations as to 
heights and form seen by many 
to be restricting. 

Hans Stimmann seen as one of 
the villains of the piece states 
'the aim of planning policy... 
seeks to strengthen the identity 
of Berlin by insisting that 
architecture must relate to the 
city, to the historical and built 
context, to architectural 
tradition. Progress in 
architecture does not come from 
breaking away from time-tested 
traditions, typologies and 
techniques, but from developing 
them further'. 

As one might expect, Libeskind 
criticises this approach although 
his argument appears in part to 
be a philosophical view directed 
in opposition to Lampugnani, 
the Director of the German 
Architectural Museum, who 
stated that 'no new ideas are 
needed... forget visions'. 
Libeskind feels that the new 
rules produce banal uniformity -
simple, quick and sterile. 
Christof Langhof adopts a more 
balanced view contrasting those 
of Stimmann and Libeskind by 
proposing a third approach 
which he describes as 'open 
mind, relaxed attitude'. 

It is a fascinating issue although 
the reader needs more 
information about policies to be 
able to form a view. The benefit 
of the book is that it gives a 
1995 view of what is happening 
in Berlin set against ideas that 
have been put forward since the 
wall was demolished and in 
Alan Balfour's words, the range 
of views 'suggests both the 
uncertainty and the brilliant 
promise of the city's future'. 

John Billingham 



Architecture of Rail: The 
Way Ahead 
Marcus Binney 
Academy, 1995, £29.50 

The Architecture of Rail is 
timely; since this enthusiastic 
and lavishly illustrated book 
celebrates the second great 
railway age, epitomised by the 
French TGV and the channel 
tunnel. 

Marcus Binney states three 
reasons for this renaissance of 
railway architecture:-

• Faster trains e.g. the TGV 
also in Spain and Germany. 

• Increased investment in 
railways; particularly in 
Holland, France, and 
Switzerland. (But not in 
Britain.) 

• The re-emergence of the 
creative, imaginative 
structural engineer. 

Only sixteen stations are shown; 
four each from France and 
Holland, three from Spain, two 
are Swiss, and one each from 
Britain, Hong Kong and 
Portugal. Nearly all these 
examples show the return of the 
Victorian concept of the vaulted 
train shed as bold innovative 
architecture. 

Santiago Calatrava and the late 
Peter Rice emerge as the most 
outstanding and creative 
designers. Calatrava was both 
architect and engineer for the 
Stadelhofen station in Zurich, 
Lyon, and Lisbon (under 
construction). His dual role as 
both architect and engineer has 
saved him from the problems 
Utzon had at Sydney. 

Calatrava's genius is that he 
has developed the organic 
forms of Gaudi and Guimarrd in 
a way that is both futuristic and 
sensitive to surroundings. Whilst 
Lyon is an essay in structural 
symbolism, Lisbon is also of 
great planning interest as it 
introduces the concept of both a 
train and bus station at right 
angles to each other. 

Peter Rice was also highly 
creative. His wide-span and very 
elegant lightweight roof 
structures enhance the new 
stations at Roissy, (Charles de 
Gaulle airport, Paris), Lille-
Europe, and Chur in 
Switzerland. At Lille, the 
delicately conceived train shed 
roof not only reflects the 
excitement of early Victorian 
building, but its largely tensile 
structure echoes the all 
pervasive form of overhead 
catenary electrification. 

In terms of Urban Design one 
must hope that the insertion of 
these second generation railway 
stations in the centre of major 
towns, will generate much 
needed urban renewal. On a 
critical note, it would have been 
helpful if small scale town plans 
had been added to show how 
these stations have fitted into 
the urban pattern. Also there 
could have been a comparative 
analysis of the generic forms 
and spatial enclosure at the end 
of the book. 

Nevertheless, this book must 
inspire its readers that public 
transport can generate creative 
and dynamic architecture. The 
Dutch examples are notable in 
the way they resolve multi-level 
planning, and in their 
imaginative use of colour (e.g. 

Sloterdijk, Amsterdam). Colour 
and light are vital, since today's 
trains tend to have less colour 
and character than in the 19th 
century. In Britain, Nicholas 
Grimshaw's Waterloo Terminal is 
an exciting concept, with its 
vaulted roof snaking its way 
within the existing station 
complex; but it's a mistake to 
adopt the air-terminal technique 
of hoarding passengers into an 
impersonal waiting area, before 
they are allowed to board the 
train. 

Two of the Spanish examples 
(Madrid and Seville) display 
considerable formality in design 
concept, and their monumental 
scale shows pride in their high-
speed trains. Terry Farrell's 
station at Kowloon is also a 
massive project in contrast to 
the much smaller but very 
elegant Swiss examples. Since 
this book illustrates work from 
only six European nations, one 
hopes it will be followed by 
further publications on today's 
railway architecture in other 
countries. However Marcus 
Binney has proved that late 20th 
century railway architecture can 
be as dynamic and inspiring as 
airport design, so much more 
efficient in land-use, and 
potentially of greater value to 
Urban Design. 

Derek Abbott 

Urban Design, Ornament 
and Decorat ion 
Butterworth Architecture 
Cliff Moughtin, Dr. Taner Oc, 
Steven Tiesdall, £29.99 

To many, the sub-title 'Ornament 
and Decoration' suggests a 
surface applied process, similar 
to a cosmetic - something that if 
stripped away would not detract 
from the underlying design. Not 
so says Cliff Moughtin, Taner Oc 
and Steven Tiesdall, all from 
University of Nottingham, who 
see ornament and decoration as 
going a lot more than skin deep. 

They define ornament and 
decoration as ways in which 
elements are arranged to form 
pleasing and memorable 
pattern. It has, they suggest, the 
functions of: enriching the 
decorative themes of a locality, 
strengthening the genius loci, 
and developing a legibility and 
imageability. Ornament and 
decoration can unleash feelings, 
trigger reactions and stimulate 
imagination. The thesis 
presented is that each 
increment of development is an 
attempt to decorate the city and 
by this decorating, as Alexander 
puts it, the city can be 'healed' 
or made 'whole'. 

The strategy for decoration 
should, according to the 
authors, be based on Lynchian 
methodology to emphasise 
districts, paths, nodes, edges 
and landmarks. The book looks 
at basic design concepts such 
as unity, proportion, scale, 
harmony, rhythms and contrast, 
in relation to ornament and 
decoration. An explanation of 
how we perceive our 
environment is attempted - the 
way stimuli received go beyond 



Book Reviews 

the senses of sight, hearing, 
touch, taste, and smell, towards 
subtle changes of energy levels. 
Acknowledging that the 
perceptions of different people 
vary, it is explained that urban 
design needs to home in on that 
perception which is shared by 
everyone. It is postulated that 
decoration goes beyond visual 
appearance into symbolism and 
its ability to enhance legibility. 

Any charge that the application 
of the principles outlined will 
create fussiness in urban design 
or architecture is refuted by the 
authors' empathy with a quote 
from Pugin's two great rules for 
design, 'first that there should 
be no features about a building 
which are not necessary for 
convenience, construction or 
propriety; second, that all 
ornament should consist of 
enrichment of the essential 
construction of the building... In 
pure architecture the smallest 
detail should have a meaning or 
serve a purpose'. 

There are chapters analysing 
the decorative use of ornament 
on the facade (defined as 
ground, main floors and roof), 
on the corner and on the 
skyline. Civic, commercial and 
residential streets and the 
square are all looked at with 
examples from York, London, 
Paris and Saltaire, amongst 
others. They conclude that 
ornamentation and decoration 
on the building facade is vital 
for a rich environment that can 
never be quite compensated by 
good landscaping. The corner, 

not of particular significance for 
Modern Movement designers, is 
now coming to the fore as an 
important element of continuity 
in the urban environment, 
particularly the street corner. 
The skyline is determined by the 
building's profile and unlike 
much decoration can be 
appreciated from a distance. 
Examples to illustrate the 
principles are drawn from such 
diverse urban forms as New 
York and Florence. 

The floorscape, as being the 
aspect most immediately 
apparent to the pedestrian, is 
compared and contrasted with 
the usual stunning examples 
from Rome and Venice. 

In looking at ornamentation in 
the city of today and tomorrow, 
Paternoster Square is cited as 
an example of post-war 
modernistic urban design, 
lacking in both decoration and 
any elegance. This is contrasted 
with simple, elegant spaces 
found in Southern Europe with 
their fountains, sculptures, 
doors and windows, and signs 
that all decorate the street. 
Success stories of modern 
schemes are illustrated and 
include 16th Street Mall in 
Denver, the Zeil in Frankfurt, 
Broadgate in London and 
Victoria Square in Birmingham. 

This book is a serious, well-
reasoned discussion of the 
subject with a good 
bibliography, and not for 
dipping into to glean a few 
design ideas. What does come 

over strongly is that ornament 
and decoration is not an 
optional add-on extra in the kind 
of way landscape has often 
been viewed in the past, but 
instead is something that the 
city needs as much as a 
transport network, car park or 
city centre. Perhaps then we can 
create an urban fabric of this 
time that does not need 
regenerating in a few decades 
hence. 

Philip Cave 

Northern Cityscape -
Linking Design to 
C l imate 
Norman Pressman, Winter Cities 
Association, Yellowknife, 1995, 
$C53 inc postage 

The subtitle indicates the main 
intention of this book which is to 
explore those issues which can 
create liveable winter cities, 
which resulted in the formation 
ten years ago of the Winter 
Cities Association of which the 
author, a professor at the 
University of Waterloo, was a 
founder member. A winter city is 
defined as 'places where the 
average maximum daytime 
temperature is equal to or less 
than 32 degrees F 'for a period 
of at least two months or 
longer'. 

The publication then considers 
such issues as perceptions of 
winter, climate and environment, 
an urban design focus and 
urban design in its northern 
dimension. 'Urban design focus' 

examines lessons from 
vernacular building design such 
as the igloo, Icelandic dwellings 
and Alpine chalets. He stresses 
the benefits of 'managing and 
designing landscapes, buildings 
and spaces between them in a 
way which emphasises rather 
than minimises the variation of 
seasons in order to create multi-
season cities'. 

'Urban design the northern 
dimension' looks at 
interventions through urban 
design strategies: visual 
environment elements such as 
sculpture, colour and 
illumination; human comfort 
involving microclimate studies 
and ergonomics; protective 
urban devices such as 
skywalks, below ground 
concourses and multi-use 
buildings; recreation and leisure 
including winter sports and 
indoor gardens; transportation 
including public transit and 
snow removal. Many will find the 
following sections on 'Innovation 
in Northern Urban Design' of 
most direct interest. This 
illustrates specific approaches 
from Scandinavia, Canada, 
Hamburg and Bern. Ralph 
Erskine's ideas have been 
previously illustrated elsewhere 
but they could have been 
covered in greater depth as well 
as the other developments 
included from Sweden and 
Finland. 

The later chapters look at 
certain aspects in greater detail: 
sun, wind and snow control: 
climate responsive urban 
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design: sustainability: winter 
living strategies. The principles 
put forward for climate 
responsive urban design include 
compactness, orientation, 
enclosure, higher densities, 
multi-use buildings, micro-
climate modelling and public 
transit and these are illustrated 
by reference to schemes in 
Norway, Sweden and Finland. 

The publication concludes by 
defining priorities for built form if 
winter problems are to be 
reduced: integrating concepts 
and techniques from all the 
disciplines; targeting objectives 
to secure multi-disciplinary 
cooperation: acknowledging 
that winter disbenefits do exist 
requiring a climate sensitive 
approach. The subject is 
important and affects a large 
number of people throughout 
the world who experience these 
conditions. The book is relatively 
small in size (8" x 6", 240 pages) 
and I feel the subject justifies a 
publication in greater depth with 
many more illustrations of 
significant case studies. 

The book could have been 
written with advantage with 
fewer sections and an index 
would have been helpful to the 
reader who uses it occasionally. 
There is an extensive 
bibliography and the book will 
be a useful reference to all 
those involved in winter city 
projects and provides a valuable 
framework for enhancing life in 
cold places. 

John Billingham 

Derek Walker Associates 
Academy Editions, 1995, £21.95 

Derek Walker, who addressed 
the UDG in the Summer of 
1991, was formerly Chief 
Architect and Planner of Milton 
Keynes. This book describes his 
achievements in this most 
ambitious of British new Towns 
and his subsequent 
achievements in England and 
as far away as Hong Kong and 
Tokyo. 

Derek Walker left the Milton 
Keynes Development 
Corporation in 1976 to return to 
private practice and taught as a 
visiting professor at several 
American Universities and held 
the Chair of Architecture and 
Design at the Royal College of 
Arts until 1990. At the same time 
the practice won five 
international competitions in 
Holland, Japan and England. 

Two things in particular are 
evident from the illustrations and 
ideas contained in this book. 
The first is the architect's 
passion for landscape and the 
importance of the surroundings 
which inform the architecture. 
The quality and quantity of good 
hard and soft landscaping in 
Milton Keynes is one of the key 
reasons for its success and this 
has obviously continued through 
Derek Walker's subsequent 
projects. Secondly, and also 
apparent in Milton Keynes, there 
is the influence on the 
architect's work of sculptors, 
writers and fine artists. Derek 
Walker's designs demonstrate 

the combination of many 
diverse influences on the role of 
an architect which he describes 
as the 'only player with a 
complete view of the game'. It is 
a great pity therefore, that so 
many of the projects illustrated, 
as yet, remain unbuilt because 
these combinations of prime 
concerns are so rarely 
demonstrated adequately. 

This is typified by the first 
project illustrated, the history of 
which is described as 
'...contract let, contract 
cancelled in one week. A 
suitable epitaph for thirty years 
of the practice's unremitting 
search for design quality'. 
However, every generation 
produces great architects who 
may not have seen the majority 
of their designs built but still 
stand as a great source of 
inspiration. This has to be the 
key reason to buy a book of 
work by one architect. Indeed, it 
is interesting to consider who 
buys the numerous monographs 
on offer and, given limited 
resources, whose is chosen to 
add to the collection. With Derek 
Walker's there are consistent 
qualities of thoroughness, 
honesty and integrity with 
inspirational ideas and 
draughtsmanship. 

Derek Walker's main built 
achievement is undoubtedly at 
Milton Keynes. It is difficult to 
imagine the same bold, 
innovative quality design work 
there, being achieved on the 
same scale in today's climate. 
What is evident from Derek 

Walker's work is that it is clearly 
possible to design good modern 
architecture with which people 
of all ages feel comfortable. The 
same will no doubt be true of 
the Wonderworld scheme 
should it start on site this year 
as programmed. I first saw the 
Wonderworld scheme when 
exhibited at the Design Centre 
in the early 1980s. On the 
evidence of Derek Walker's work 
before and since it will be worth 
the wait, and in the words of the 
client, who reviews his 
relationship with the architect in 
the book, it will also prove again 
that fashion is never superior to 
quality. 

Chris Williamson 
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EDAW has been a guiding force in the fields 
of planning, landscape architecture, urban 
design and environmental planning for over 
half a century. EDAW's special emphasis 
upon the broad and increasingly complex 
issues of land use planning and design both 
encourages appropriate use of resources 
and enhances the environment. With 
European offices in England, Scotland and 
France we have a wide range of public and 
private sector clients. Their common need is 
for resolution of a land based problem, 
which is why EDAW, with its multidisciplined 
staff, from landscape architects to planners 
to irrigation engineers, has been consistently 
effective. 

Much of EDAW's work involves large sites; 
design projects, however are at all scales 
from small monuments to environmental 
studies of a whole region. 

Zac du Nouveau Bassin - Urban 
Business Park - Mulhouse, France 

EDAW worked with a multidisciplinary team 
to prepare the master plan and landscape 
design for this new urban business park. 
This 15 ha site includes a European 
Business Centre, a cultural centre, offices 
and a new entrance to the town set in a 
large landscaped park. 

The demolition of redundant factories and a 
slaughterhouse created a new development 
area. The ZAC du Nouveau Bassin, was 
conceived as the 'promotional instrument' 
for the town of Mulhouse. 

The park is organised along a canal, which 
in ancient times was used to service the 
town of Mulhouse. One of the objectives is 
to give the quartier a new identity and to 
reopen the fluvial waterways that were 
condemned in the 1970s to create new 
bridges and landscape the linear park that 
runs the length of the 'Nouveau bassin'. 

The conceptual idea for the project is to 
create a park with a series of sequential 
urban spaces with mineral connotations for 
the landscaping nearest the town (industrial 
quayside, exotic greenhouse, footbridge, 
semi-private courtyards and terraces, urban 
square over underground parking and a new 
cultural centre). As the park becomes nearer 
to the countryside and moves away from the 
town the landscaping becomes more natural 
and soft (rose garden, four seasons garden, 
beer garden, natural reprofiling of the river 
banks and reconstruction of old locks. 

The new entrance to the town will be 
enhanced by a gigantic sculpture of a 
hundred high tech chimneys, a reminder of 
the industrial past and also showing the 
town's interest in the technological future. 

Left: Zac du Nouveau 

Bassin, Mulhouse. 

Urban Business Park 

showing series of 

sequential urban 

spaces linking the 

town at the bottom of 

the plan to 

reconstructed locks 

shown at the top of 

the plan. 

Turin redevelopment. 

View of new road 

system built over the 

top of the publ ic 

transport tramway with 

new boulevards linking 

the sites to the city 

centre and recreating 

the urban structure of 

Turin. 



Redevelopment of the Centre of ^ 
Turin, Italy § 

o 
CD 

EDAW were chosen as landscape architects c5 
for the redevelopment of the central axes of ^ 
Turin, in the north of Italy. The project 
architects (Gregotti Associati, from Milano) ^ 
have been involved with the project for the ® 
past 15 years working on the master plan. -a 
Turin is traditionally composed of large tree- H 
lined boulevards which integrate the 
tramway, the bus transport system, a dual 
carriageway and parking. 

In developing the overall master plan for the 4 1 
town, EDAW realised that there were two 
principal problems in the redevelopment of 
the central 'Spina'. The first problem is the 
division of the urban structure by the surface 
railway network. The second problem is the 
industrial wasteland left in the town centre 
after the relocation of the Fiat factories to the 
exterior of the town. 

The master plan included the proposition to 
integrate part of the railway system 
underground and to build the new road 
system over the top, creating a multi-level 
public transport system. 

Treatment of the boulevards was to make 
them as 'green' as possible, which was not 
aided by the majority of them being situated 
above the railway, creating artificial 
conditions for the planting of trees and 
shrubs. Trees of 7m high (at time of 
planting) are installed in large containers 
supported by concrete beams. 

A palette of trees and shrubs had to be 
found that would withstand the atmospheric 
pollution, the harsh winters and the 'roof top' 
planting conditions. The central reservation 
is planted with fastigiate oaks and 
underplanted with different ground covers. 
At the exterior of the dual carriageway, on 
each side, a double line of pleached limes is 
planted and a single row of nettle trees. 

These new boulevards will help to integrate 
and link the diverse sites within the city to 
the town centre, whilst recreating the urban 
structure of Turin. 

EDAW Colmar 
11 Rue C Schlumberger 
68000 Colmar 
France 
Tel 33 89 23 92 02 

EDAW London 
80-82 Grays Inn Road 
Holborn, London WC1X8NH 
Tel: 0171 404 6350 

EDAW Glasgow 
219 St Vincents Street 
Glasgow G2 5QY 
Tel: 0141 221 5533 
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Urban Initiatives presents a unique 
innovative approach to urban design, 
transport, regeneration and development, in 
focusing on the complex interaction between 
land use, movement, networks and the 
funding and implementation process. 

Founded in 1989, Urban Initiatives has 
developed into one of the UK's leading 
urban planning and design consultancies, 
with a highly successful track record in 
delivering achievable solutions for both 
public and private sector clients. The 
Practice has a well established office in 
central London, and comprises a broad 
range of key professional and technical 
skills, including urban planners and 
designers; transport planners; civil 
engineers; development economists; 
architects; landscape architects; and, 
graphic designers, offering consultancy 
services in the following areas: 

Town and City Centre Revitalisation 
Strategies; 
Urban Regeneration and Local Economic 
Development; 
Major Developments at Transport 
Interchanges; 
Action Plans and Area Development 
Frameworks; 
Integrated Land Use and Transportation 
Studies; 
Movement of People in Cities and Towns; 
Project Funding and Implementation 
Strategies; 
Public Consultation and Partnership 
Development; 
Masterplanning and Site Development 
Strategies; 
Design Guidelines and Development 
Briefs; 
Traffic Management and Priority 
Measures; and, 
Public Space Design and Management. 

Urban Initiatives' integrated approach is 
particularly well suited to those projects 
where a strong overlap of skills is 
demanded. The Practice operates across 
the full planning spectrum from the strategic 
concerns at metropolitan, city and district 
level to the specific problems at local area, 
street and building scales, and in a diversity 
of roles from the overall strategy through to 
conceptual design, technical resolution, 
economic appraisal and implementation. 

In providing a holistic overview, Urban 
Initiatives has established a strong 
reputation for being at the 'cutting edge' of 
the rapidly changing agendas which are 
shaping our future urban environments, and 
which place increased emphasis on the key 
issues of sustainability, accessibility and 
urban quality in our cities and towns. 

Left: Hungerford 

Bridge Design 

Guidelines were part 

of a programme to 

improve links 

between Covent 

Garden and the 

South Bank. 

Middle: Aerial view of 

the Cork Historic 

Centre. 

Bottom: The Cork 

historic Centre Action 

Plan which was part 

of an EU programme 

of Conservation in 

European Cities. The 

Plan focused on 

preparing model 

urban design 

guidelines for 

revitalising historic 

centres and was part 

of a broad range of 

social, economic and 

physical measures to 

improve the urban 

fabric. 



Top: The Chester 

Castle Area Study 

focused on improving 

visitor access to the 

Castle Area and 

created a new visitor 

gateway and links to 

the Historic Centre. 

Right: Urban design 

proposals for Cardiff 

Central Square which 

aim at creating a new 

civic and transport 

gateway to the city 

centre. 

Below Right: Regent 

Street Design 

Guidelines which 

involved the 

identif ication of a 

series of strategies to 

reinforce the street as 

one of London's 

premier shopping 

locations. 

Below Left: Strategy 

for the St. George's 

Cultural Quarter in 

Liverpool which is the 

subject of a 

Millennium Fund Bid. 

IS 

Recent Commissions 

Recent commissions include the preparation 
of an Action Plan for the regeneration of the 
historic centre of Cork for the Cork 
Corporation and European Commission. 
Urban Initiatives received the Irish Planning 
Achievement award for their role in the study 
and were short-listed for the European 
Planning awards. Other recent studies 
involved the preparation of development 
strategies for Crossrail; Manchester 
Piccadilly Regeneration Project; the Royal 
Docks Visitor Strategy; and, inputs to the 
Greenwich Waterfront Strategy. More 
recently, the Practice has undertaken the 
master planning of a major site currently 
occupied by the BBC in Park Royal for the 
Park Royal Partnership; the masterplan and 
Estate management strategy for Goldsmiths' 
College; and proposals for planning and 
architecture centres for the Arts Council to 
act as potential catalysts for urban 
regeneration. 

The Practice has been appointed to develop 
urban design guidelines for the Midland 
Metro in Birmingham and are term 
consultants to London Docklands, Central 
Manchester and Cardiff Bay Development 
Corporations, as well as providing long-term 
consultancy services to London Borough of 
Newham, Westminster Council, London 
Underground and the Crown Estates 
Commissioners on Regent Street. 

Urban Initiatives are currently working on a 
regeneration strategy for the Eley/Angel 
Road Area in Enfield which has EU 
Objective II status; the Deptford High Street 
Programme for Deptford City Challenge, 
involving a comprehensive programme of 
environmental improvements and 
development projects; and, a range of EU 
funded Urban Pilot Projects related to 'Living 
over the Shop'; managed workspace and 
public space management; and, dynamic 
traffic management proposals focusing on 
management of traffic in a historic centre. 
In addition, the Practice has prepared a 
series of arts and cultural strategies for the 
St. George's Cultural quarter in Liverpool, 
Chester Castle Area, Bankside and Covent 
Garden. This has extended to work between 
the North Bank and the South Bank in 
London with proposals for improved river 
crossings, riverside walks and public 
transport improvements. 

Urban Initiatives 
35 Heddon Street 
London W1R7LL 
Tel: 0171 287 3644 
Fax: 0171 287 9489 
Contact: Kelvin Campbell BArch RIBA 
MRTPI MCIT FSA 
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Tel: 01235 851415 

The ASH Consulting Group 
140A The Broadway 
Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8RJ 
(also in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, 
Manchester) 
Tel: 01235 511481 
Fax: 01235 851410 
Contact: Simon Rendel MA (Oxon) MICE 
ALI 

Landscape design of urban spaces and 
streets. Upgrading housing, industrial 
land and transport corridors. Ecology. 
Tourism studies. 

W S Atkins Planning Consultants 
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road 
Epsom, Surrey KT18 5BW 
Tel: 01372 726140 
Fax: 01372 743006 
Contact: Joanna Chambers BA BTP 
MRTPI 

Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
planners, landscape designers, 
transport planners, urban designers, 
architects and environmental planners, 
specialising in Master Plans, 
Development Frameworks and 
Concepts, Development Briefs, 
Environmental Assessment, Environ-
mental Improvements, Town Centre 
renewal, Traffic Management and 
Contaminated land. 

Alan Baxter & Associates 
Consulting Engineers 
14-16 Cowcross Street 
London EC1M6DR 
Tel: 0171 250 1555 
Fax: 0171 250 3022 
Contact: Alan Baxter FIStructE MICE 
MConsE 

An engineering and urban design 
practice with wide experience of new 
and existing buildings and complex 
urban issues. Particularly concerned with 
the thoughtful integration of buildings, 
infrastructure and movement, and the 
creation of places which are capable of 
simple and flexible renewal. 

Bell Fischer 
Landscape Architects 
160 Chiltern Drive 
Surbiton 
Surrey KT5 8LS 
Tel: 0181 390 6477 
Fax: 0181 399 7903 
Contact: Gordon Bell DipLA ALI 

Landscape architecture, urban design, 
landscape planning. Environmental and 
visual impact assessment. Concept 
design, detail design and project 
management. UK and overseas. 

Colin Buchanan & Partners 
59 Queens Gardens 
London W2 3AF 
Tel: 0171 258 3799 
Fax: 0171 258 0299 
Contact: Neil Parkyn MA DipArch DipTP 
(Dist)RIBA MRTPI 

Town planning, urban design, transport 
and traffic management and market 
research from offices in London, 
Edinburgh, Bristol and Manchester. 
Specialism in Town Centre projects, 
including public realm design. 

Building Design Partnership 
PO Box 4WD 
16Gresse Street 
London W1A4WD 
Tel: 0171 631 4733 
Fax: 0171 631 0393 
Contact: Richard Saxon BArch 
(Hons)(L'pool) MCD MBIM RIBA 

Transport design. Landscape design. 
Commercial development planning. 
Sports and Leisure planning. Industrial 
site planning. Educational campus 
planning. 

Burrell Foley Fischer 
15 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden 
London WC2H 9DA 
Tel: 0171 8365097 
Fax: 0171 379 6619 
Contact: John Burrell MA AADip RIBA 
FRSA 
Specialisms: Urban regeneration and 
Arts and Cultural buildings - Museums, 
Galleries, Theatres, Cinemas. 
Redevelopment of Redundant Estate 
Land, Urban housing. New settlements. 
New design in Historic Contexts. 
Waterfront buildings and strategies. 
Innovative Urban Design and Planning 
approaches. 

CAMP 5 
35 Alfred Place 
London WC1E7DP 
Tel:0171 323 3717 
Fax: 0171 5806080 
Contact: David Rock BArch 
CertTP (Dunelm) RIBA FCSD FRSA 

Master planning and analysis, small 
town and village regeneration, physical 
planning, building and area 
enhancement, expert witness, 
architecture consultancy, policy 
formulation, marketing and 'making it 
happen1. 

Philip Cave Associates 
5 Dryden Street 
Covent Garden 
London WC2E 9NW 
Tel: 0171 829 8340 
Fax: 0171 240 5800 
Contact: Philip Cave BSc Hons MA (LD) 
ALI 

Design led practice seeking innovative 
yet practical solutions. Large scale site 
planning through to small scale detailed 
design-from studies to constructed 
projects. Specialist experience in 
landscape architecture. 

Civic Design Partnership 
22 Sussex street 
London Sw1V4RW 
Tel: 0171 233 7419 
Fax: 0171 931 8431 
Contact: Peter J. Heath Architect and 
Town Planner 

Whether it's our strategy for the external 
areas of BAA pic's airports, presented to 
Sir John Egan, a Conservation 
Enhancement plan for Covent Garden, 
an application for Millennium funding for 
traffic management, Orpington Town 
Centre proposals or a landscaped 
square for Hove - our integrated service 
of architecture, planning, landscape, 
product and urban design gives our 
clients not only what they want, but also 
what they never dreamt they could have. 

Edward Cullinan 
Architects Ltd 
The Wharf, Baldwin Terrace 
London N1 7RU 
Tel: 0171 7041975 
Fax: 0171 354 2739 
Contact: John Romer 

Designing buildings and groups of 
buildings within urban or rural contexts. 
The relationship to existing buildings 
and the making of spaces between 
buildings is of particular importance to 
us, in the struggle to re-establish the 
civic place. 

ECD Architects and 
Energy Consultants 
11-15 Emerald Street 
London WC1N3QL 
Tel: 0171 405 3121 
Fax: 0171 405 1670 
Contact: David Turrent BArch RIBA 

ECD Architects specialise in the design 
of energy efficient buildings and advise 
on the environmental aspects of new 
developments using the Breeam 
assessment method. 

EDAWCR Planning 
80-82 Grays Inn Road 
Holborn, London WC1X8NH 
Tel: 0171 404 6350 
Fax: 0171 404 6337 
Contact: David Keene BA Dip TP MRTPI 
Jason Prior BA Dip A ALI 
Also at Glasgow G2 5QY 
Tel: 0141 221 5533 
Fax: 0141 221 7789 
Contact: Doug Wheeler 
And at Colmar, FRANCE 
Tel: 89 23 92 02 
Fax: 89 24 20 94 
Contact: Francis Crews 

Part of the international EDAW Group 
providing urban design, land use 
planning, environmental planning and 
landscape architecture services 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
Particular expertise in market driven 
development frameworks, urban 
regeneration, masterplanning and 
implementation. 

Roger Evans Associates 
School Studios 
Weston on the Green 
Oxford 0X6 8RG 
Tel: 01869 350096 
Fax: 01869 350152 
Contact: Roger Evans MA DipArch 
DipUD RIBA MRTPI 

A specialist urban design practice 
providing services throughout the UK. 
Expertise in urban regeneration, 
development frameworks, master 
planning, town centre improvement 
schemes and visual impact assessment. 

Terry Farrell and Partners 
17 Hatton Street 
London NW8 8PL 
Tel: 0171 258 3433 
Fax: 0171 723 7059 
Contact: Susan Dawson DipArch RIBA 

Architectural, urban design and planning 
services. New buildings, refurbishment, 
restoration and interiors,masterplanning 
and town planning schemes. Retail, 
Conference Centres, Exhibition Halls, 
Offices, Railway infrastructure and 
Railway Development, Art Galleries, 
Museums. Cultural and Tourist 
buildings, Television Studios, Theatres, 
Housing, Industrial Buildings. 



FaulknerBrowns 
Dobson House 
Northumbrian Way 
Newcastle uponTyne NE120QW 
Tel: 0191 268 3007 
Fax: 0191 268 5227 
Contact: Neil F Taylor BA (Hons) 
DipArch (Dist) RIBA MBIM 

Urban Design, Environmental and 
Economic Regeneration, 
Masterplanning, Development and 
Implementation Strategies. 

Fitzgerald Reddy & Associates 
26 Upper Mount Street 
Dublin 2, Ireland 
Tel: 00 353 1 6764127 
Fax: 00 3531 6618509 
Contact: Anthony Reddy, BArch, FRIAI, 
RIBA, DipPM, MAPM 

Architecture, planning, urban design, 
project management. Project types: 
Masterplanning, Development 
Frameworks, Urban Regeneration 
Projects, Town Centre Renewal, 
Residential, Industrial, Retail, Offices, 
Conference Centres, Business Parks, 
Hospitals, Schools. 

Gillespies 
Environment by Design 
GLASGOW 
Tel: 0141 332 6742 
Fax: 0141 332 3538 
MANCHESTER 
Tel: 0161 928 7715 
Fax: 0161 927 7680 
OXFORD 
Tel: 01865 326789 
Fax: 01865 327070 
The Practice philosophy provides clients 
with creative and sustainable solutions 
and a commitment to excellence from 
inception to completion in Planning, 
Urban Design, Landscape Architecture, 
Architecture, Graphic Design and 
Ecology. 

Greater London Consultants 
127 Beulah Road 
Thornton Heath 
Surrey CR7 8JJ 
Tel: 0181 7681417 
Fax: 0181 771 9384 
Contact: Dr John Parker DipArch ARIBA 
DipTP FRTPI FRSA 

Services focus on architectural and 
urban design aspects of planning and 
environment including: photo-montage 
studies especially high building 
proposals, site investigation, traffic, 
applications, appeals, marinas, ElA's, 
feasibility, development schemes, 
conservation and security schemes. 

Halcrow Fox 
44 Brook Green 
Hammersmith 
London W6 7BY 
Tel: 0171 6031618 
Fax: 0171 603 5783 
Contact: Asad A Shaheed BA Arch 
MArch 

Area and site planning, town centre 
renewal, waterfront regeneration, traffic 
calming studies, conceptual design, 
visual impact assessment. 

Hunt Thompson Associates 
79 Parkway 
London NW1 7PP 
Tel: 0171 485 8555 
Fax: 0171 485 1232 
Contact: Benjamin Derbyshire DipArch 
(Cantab) RIBA FRSA 

Development, Architecture and Urban 
Design. Optimising development 
potential by integrating social, physical 
and economic issues. Making buildable, 
cost effective, user responsive 
environments. 

Paul Hyett Architects 
Architecture Urban Design 
Planning 
36-37 Featherstone Street 
London EC1Y8QX 
Tel: 0171 251 0783 
Fax: 0171 251 1691 
Contact: Paul Hyett 

We provide a comprehensive range of 
services: Architecture. Urban design and 
development. Town Planning. Project 
management. Master Planning. 
Development Briefs. Historic building 
restoration, conversion and/or 
development. Waterfront development. 
Environmental and visual impact 
assessment. 

Landscape Design Associates 
17 Minster Precincts 
Peterborough PE1 1XX 
Tel: 01733 310471 
Fax: 01733 53661 
Contact: John Dejardin DipLA ALI 
Chris Royffe MA DipLAALI 

Urban and landscape design, landscape 
and development planning, 
masterplans, environmental strategies, 
urban regeneration, town and village 
studies and environmental 
improvements. Feasibility to 
implementation. 

Landscape Town & Country Ltd 
Turpyns Court 
Woughton on the Green 
Milton Keynes 
MK63BW 
Tel: 01908 663344 
Fax: 01908678635 
Contact: Neil Higson 

Landscape Planning: Landscape 
Architecture; Urban Design; 
Environmental Consultants. 

Derek Latham & Co 
St Michaels 
Derby DE1 3SU 
Tel: 01332 365777 
Fax: 01332 290314 
Contact: Mark Strawbridge 

Creative Re-use of Land and Buildings, 
Urban Design, Historic Buildings Advice, 
Conservation and Master Planning, 
Environmental Assessment and 
Landscape Design and Architecture for 
sensitive locations. 

LEITHGOE Landscape Architects 
and Environmental Planners 
6 Southernhay West 
Exeter EX1 1JG 
Tel: 01392 210428 
Fax: 01392 413290 
(also London tel: 0171 229 6469) 
Contact: Andrew Leithgoe DipLA FLI 

Landscape Assessment, Planning, 
Design and Maintenance. Hard and soft 
Landscape solutions. Experienced in 
working with Architects and Engineers. 
Clients include PSA/DoE, Local 
Authorities, Property Institutions, 
Universities, Private clients. 

Gordon Lewis Associates Limited 
Westgate Court 
Westgate Street 
Cardiff CF1 1DD 
Tel: 01222 231401 
Fax: 01222 399287 
Contact: Gordon Lewis BSc, BArch, 
RIBA, FFB 

Architecture, planning and urban design. 
Public and private sector. Development 
strategies, business plans and public 
realm studies. Business park, 
residential and health estate planning. 

Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners 
Ltd 
14 Regent's Wharf 
All Saints Street 
London N1 9RL 
Tel: 0171 837 4477 
Fax: 0171 837 2277 
(also in Newcastle upon Tyne) 
Contact: Nicholas Thompson BA BPI 
MA (UrbDes) MRTPI and lain Rhind BA 
MPhil DipUD (Dist) MRTPI 

Independent planning, urban design and 
economics consultancy, combining 
analysis with creativity. Masterplans: all 
sites, all uses. Residential schemes. 
Urban regeneration. Town centres. 
Visual appraisal. Conservation. 

Livingston Eyre Associates 
7-13 Cottons Gardens 
London E2 8DN 
Tel: 0171 7391445 
Fax: 0171 729 2986 
Contact: Katherine Melville RIBA ALI 

The design of the space between 
buildings in urban or rural contexts; 
master planning and feasibility studies; 
rehabilitation and regeneration of the 
urban landscape; building the places we 
design. 

Llewelyn-Davies 
Brook House 
2 Torrington Place 
London WC1E7HN 
Tel: 0171 637 0181 
Fax: 0171 637 8740 
Contact: Jon Rowland AADipl MA RIBA 
and David Walton BA MRTPI FIHT 

Architecture, planning, urban design, 
development and masterplanning; urban 
regeneration, town centre and 
conservation studies; urban design 
briefs, landscape and public realm 
strategies. 

David Lock Associates Ltd 
50 North Thirteenth Street 
Central Milton Keynes 
Milton Keynes MK9 3BP 
Tel: 01908 666276 
Fax: 01908 605747 
Contact: Will Cousins DipArch DipUD 
RIBA 

Strategic planning studies, public 
inquiries, urban regeneration projects, 
master plans, area development 
framework plans, environment 
statements. 

Lyons + Sleeman + Hoare 
Nero Brewery 
Cricket Green 
Hartley Wintney 
Hampshire RG27 8QA 
Tel: 01252 844144 
Fax: 01252 844800 
Contact: Andrew Aldridge BA Dip Arch 
RIBA or Colin Darby BSc DipTP 
Dip Urban Design MRTPI 

Architecture, planning, master planing, 
urban design - commercial practice 
covering broad spectrum of work -
particularly design of buildings and 
spaces in urban and historic contexts. 

MacCormac Jamieson Prichard 
9 Heneage Street 
Spitalfields 
London E1 5LJ 
Tel: 0171 377 9262 
Fax: 0171 247 7854 
Contact: David Prichard BSc DipArch 
(Lond) RIBA 

Master-planning, development briefs, 
urban regeneration studies, land use 
studies, rural settlements. Planning in 
historic and sensitive sites. 

Andrew Martin Associates 
Croxton's Mill, Little Waltham 
Chelmsford, Essex CM33PJ 
Tel: 01245 361611 
Fax: 01245 362423 
Contact: Andrew Martin MAUD DipTP 
(Distinction) FRICS FRTPI 

Strategic, local and master planning, 
project co-ordination and facilitation, 
development briefs and detailed 
studies, historic buildings and 
conservation. 
Comprehensive and integrated planning 
of new and expanded communities, 
including housing, employment, 
shopping, recreation and leisure, 
transport and environmental 
considerations. 

Peter McGowan Associates 
The Schoolhouse 
4 Lochend Road 
EdinburghEH6 8BR 
Tel: 0131 555 4949 
Fax: 0131 555 4999 
Contact: Peter McGowan DipLA MA 
(UD)ALI 

Landscape architecture and urban 
design: planning and design. Highways, 
pedestrianisation and traffic calming. 
New town development. Urban parks 
and spaces. Sea fronts. Urban 
Renewal. Landscapes for housing and 
industry. 
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NFA 
Falcon House, 202 Old Brompton Road 
London SW5 OBU 
Tel: 0171 259 2223 Fax: 0171 259 2242 
(also at Bangkok, Beijing, Hong Kong, 
Kuala Lumpur, Los Angeles, Melbourne, 
Paris, Singapore, Vietnam) 
Contact: Peter Verity MArch MCP (Penn) 
RIBA 

Architectural, Urban Design, Planning, 
Landscaping services internationally. 
Development Planning, Urban 
Regeneration, New Communities, 
Waterfront Regeneration, Tourism 
Planning and Design. 

Office of Urban Design 
3 High Street 
Taplow 
Bucks SL6 0EX 
Tel: 01628 666334 
Fax: 01628 602676 
Contact: Anthony Meats AA Dipl RIBA 
FRSA 

Urban design, tourism and development 
planning, conservation and townscape 
studies, conceptual design. 

Rothermel Thomas 
14-16 Cowcross Street 
London EC1M6DR 
Tel: 0171 4904255 
Fax: 0171 4901251 
Contact: James Thomas BA (Arch) 
DipTP FRIBA FRTPI FRSA FIMgt 

Urban design, conservation, historic 
buildings, planning, architecture. Expert 
witness at planning inquiries. 

Shepheard Epstein and Hunter 
Architecture Planning and 
Landscape 
14-22 Ganton Street 
London W1V1 LB 
Tel: 0171 734 0111 
Fax: 0171 434 2690 
Contact: Steven Pidwill Dip Arch RIBA 
Eugene Dreyer MA (City and Regional 
Planning) 

Architecture, master-planning, 
landscape, urban design, computer 
modelling, environmental statements, 
planning-for-real, public consultation, 
development consultancy. 

Tibbalds Monro Ltd 
31 Earl Street 
London EC2A 2HR 
Tel: 0171 3776688 
Fax: 0171 247 9377 
Contact: Andrew Karski BA (Hons) MSc 
(Econ) FRTPI 

Multi-disciplinary practice of architects, 
planners, urban designers, landscape 
designers, tourism specialists and 
interior architects. The firm provides 
consultancy services to institutional, 
public sector and corporate clients. 

Urban Design Futures 
34 Henderson Row 
Edinburgh EH3 5DN 
Scotland 
Tel/Fax: 0131 557 8820 
Contact: Selby Richardson DipArch, 
DipTP, MSc, ARIAS 

Land use planning, development 
feasibility and site layout studies, urban 
design strategies and appraisal, town 
centre and village studies, 
environmental improvements, traffic 
calming, design guidelines. 

Terence O'Rourke pic 
Everdene House 
Wessex Fields, Deansleigh Road 
Bournemouth BH7 7DU 
Tel: 01202421142 
Fax: 01202430055 
Contact: Terence O'Rourke DipArch 
(Oxford) DipTP RIBA MRTPI 

Planning and Design Consultancy 
specialising in land use planning, 
landscape architecture, ecology, 
environmental assessment and urban 
design. Development Briefs, Master 
Plans, Urban Regeneration, Town 
Studies, Conservation and Public Realm 
Strategies. 

PRP Architects 
82 Bridge Road 
Hampton Court 
East Molesey 
Surrey KT8 9HF 
Tel: 0181 941 0606 
Fax: 0181 7831671 
Contact: Peter Phippen 
OBE DipArch (RWA) RIBA 

Social and private housing 
development, special needs housing, 
including housing for elderly people, 
mentally handicapped and single 
people, healthcare, urban 
redevelopment. 

Taylor Young Urban Design 
The Studio 
51 Brookfield 
Cheadle 
Cheshire SK81ES 
Tel: 0161 491 4530 
Fax: 0161 491 0972 
Contact: Stephen Gleave MA DipTP 
(Dist) DipUD MRTPI 

Urban Design, Planning and 
Development. Public and Private 
Sectors. Town studies, housing, 
commercial, distribution, health and 
transportation represent current 'live' 
projects. Specialist in Urban Design 
Training. 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill Inc. 
46 Berkeley Street, London W1X6NT 
Tel: 0171 9309711 
Fax: 0171 930 9108 
(also Chicago, New York, Washington, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Hong 
Kong) 
Contact: Roger Kallman 

International multi-disciplinary practice. 
Master Planning, Landscape 
Architecture, Civil Engineering and 
Urban Design. Project types: urban 
regeneration schemes, business park 
master plans, university campus design, 
transportation planning. Associated 
services: environmental impact 
assessments, design guidelines, 
infrastructure strategies. 

Symonds Travers Morgan 
Environment 
2 Killick Street 
London N1 9JJ 
Tel: 0171 278 7373 
Fax: 0171 278 3476 
Contact: Marie Burns BA (hons) MAUD 
Dipl. LA ALI 

Multidisciplinary Practice of urban 
designers, landscape architects, 
planners, ecologists, noise and air 
pollution expertise - undertaking 
environmental and visual impact 
assessments, traffic calming studies; 
town centre and waterfront regeneration 
schemes, contamination remediation, 
new build housing and estate 
refurbishment. 

John Thompson and Partners 
77 Cowcross Street 
London EC1M6BP 
Tel: 0171 251 5135 
Fax: 0171 251 5136 
Contact: John Thompson MA DipArch 
RIBA 

Architects, urban designers and 
community planners specialising in the 
problems of physical, social and 
economic regeneration through 
collaborative interdisciplinary community 
based planning. 

The Urban and Economic 
Development Group (URBED) 
3 Stamford Street 
London SE1 9NS 
Tel: 0161 226 5078/0171 928 9515 
Fax: 0161 226 7307 
Contact: David Rudlin BA MTP 

Urban regeneration / town centres / 
housing including health checks, 
environmental audits, urban design, 
master planning, analysis and strategy 
development. 

Urban Initiatives 
35 Heddon Street 
London W1R7LL 
Tel: 0171 287 3644 
Fax: 0171 287 9489 
Contact: Kelvin Campbell BArch RIBA 
MRTPI MCIT FRSA 

Urban design, transport planning, 
infrastructure and development planning 
to include master planning, town centre 
studies, conservation, environmental 
improvements, traffic calming and 
design guidelines. 

Urbanologists MPT Associates 
Penthouse Studio, Haresfield House 
Brookfield, Wingfield Road 
Trowbridge Wilts BA14 9EN 
Tel: 01225 777600 
Fax: 01225 751166 
Contact: Michael Tollit DipArch(Leics), 
BA(Hons), PGDipUD, MA, ARIBA, 
MlnstEnvSc ATCM 

Consultants in Urban-Rural Processes 

University of Central England, 
Birmingham 
School of Architecture 
Tel: 0121 331 5130 
Fax: 0121 356 9915 
Contact: Joe Holyoak, Course Director 
MA in European Urban Design. 12 
months full time, students study one 
term each in Birmingham, Strasbourg 
and Florence, with fourth term in one 
centre by choice. 

University of the West of 
England, Bristol 
Faculty of the Built Environment 
Frenchay Campus 
Coldharbour Lane 
Bristol BS161QY 
Tel: 0117 965 6261 
Fax: 0117 976 3895 
Contact: Richard Guise 
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in 
Urban Design. Part time 2 days per 
fortnight for 2 years, or individual 
programme of study. Project based 
course addressing urban design issues, 
abilities and environments. 

Edinburgh College of Art/Heriot 
Watt University 
School of Architecture 
Lauriston Place 
Edinburgh EH3 9DF 
Tel: 0131 221 6071/6072 
Fax: 0131 221 6606/6157 
Contact: Robert Smart 
Diploma in Urban Design: 1 year full 
time or 3 years part time. MSc in Urban 
Design: 1 year full time or 3 years part 
time plus 1 year part time. Recognised 
by the RIBA for the RIBA Urban Design 
Diploma. 

University of Greenwich 
School of Architecture and 
Landscape 
Oakfield Lane 
Dartford DA1 2SZ 
Tel: 0181 3169100 
Fax: 0181 3169105 
Contact: Philip Stringer 
MA in Urban Design for postgraduate 
architecture and landscape students, full 
time and part time with credit 
accumulation transfer system. 

University of Liverpool 
Dept of Civic Design 
Abercromby Square 
PO Box 147 
Liverpool L69 3BX 
Tel: 0151 794 3119 
Fax: 0151 794 3125 
Contact: Michael Biddulph 
Diploma in Civic Design.: 21 months full 
time or 33 months part time. Master in 
Civic Design: 2 years full-time 13 years 
part time. RTPI accredited, ESRC 
studentships available. 

University of Manchester 
School of Architecture 
Manchester M13 9PL 
Tel: 0161 275 6914 
Fax: 0161 275 6935 
Contact: Dr Patrick Malone 
MA in Urban Design and Regeneration. 
MA in Urban Design Studies. B.Phil, in 
Urban Design (International linked 
courses PhD/MA routes). 
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Liverpool John Moores University 
School of the Built Environment 
98 Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool L3 5UZ 
Tel: 0151 231 3709 
Fax: 0151 709 4957 
Contact: Professor Chris Couch 
MSc/Diploma in Urban Renewal (Urban 
Regeneration & Urban Design) 1 year 
full-time or 2 years part-time. 

University of Westminster 
School of Urban Development 
and Planning 
35 Marylebone Rd, London NW1 5LS 
Tel: 0171 911 5000 
Fax: 0171 911 5171 
Contact: David Seex 
MA or Diploma Course in Urban Design 
for postgraduate architects, town 
planners, landscape architects and 
related disciplines. One year full time or 
two years part time attendance of two 
evenings a week plus an additional five 
to eight days each year. 

University of Newcastle upon 
Tyne 
Department of Town & Country 
Planning, 
Claremont Tower 
University of Newcastle 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7RU 
Tel: 0191 222 7802 Fax: 0191 222 8811 
Contact: Dr Ali Madani-Pour or Bill 
Tavernor (Architecture) 
MA/Diploma in Urban Design. Joint 
programme by Dept of Town and 
Country Planning and Dept. of 
Architecture, full time or part time, 
integrating knowledge and skills from 
town planning, architecture, landscape. 

University of Nottingham 
Department of Urban Planning 
University Park 
Nottingham NG7 2RD 
Tel: 0115 951 3886 
Fax: 0115 951 4879 
Contact: Matthew Carmona 
MA or Diploma in Urban Design, MA or 
Diploma in Urban Regeneration. Both 
MAs are 180 Credits, one year full time 
or two year part time courses. Diplomas 
are 120 Credits, nine months full time or 
eighteen month part time courses. 

Oxford Brookes University 
(formerly Oxford Polytechnic) 
Joint Centre for Urban Design 
Headington, Oxford 0X3 0BP 
Tel: 01865483403 
Fax: 01865 483298 
Contact: Dr Georgia Butina or Ian 
Bentley 
Diploma in Urban Design 6 months full 
time or 18 months part time. MA in 
Urban Design 1 year full time or 3 years 
part time. MPhil/PhD by research (full 
time and part time). 

University of Strathclyde 
Dept of Architecture and Building 
Science 
Urban Design Studies Unit 
131 Rottenrow Glasgow G4 0NG 
Tel: 0141 552 4400 ext 3011 
Fax: 0141 5523997 
Contact: Dr Hildebrand W Frey, 
Urban Design Studies Unit offers its 
Postgraduate Course in Urban Design in 
CPD, Diploma and MSc modes. Topics 
range from the influence of the city's 
form and structure to the design of 
public spaces. 
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There is a Laurie Anderson song which begins with some questions on a Latino TV show 
floating in dreamtime TV somewhere: 

Que es mas macho, pineapple o knife? 
Que es mas macho, lightbulb o schoolbus?1 

Sometimes such absurd juxtapositions, such forced categories loop around to start to 
make some other sense. 

Here's another question: 

Que es mas urbanistic, 'H.G'o 'GreatfulDead 
Does a brief installation in a damp and dark railway vault have any relation to the recently 
disbanded American rock band, let alone urban design? 

^ Urban design cannot survive in a cultural vacuum. If it is to be a worthwhile activity its 
• • intellectual and artistic references must draw wider than mundane practicalities and 
^ professional baggage. 

J Once you look wider the question is not that irrelevant. 

g g Robert Wilson's HG in Clink Street Vaults was his first major British work. There were 
O queues around the deserted workshops and empty lots of Southwark to stumble through 
O " the haunted, but precisely arranged collections of old shoes and hospital beds, glimpses 
Q of jungles, sheets of arrows and layers of sand; squeezing in past a dim Victorian dinner, 
Q) left a few seconds earlier a hundred years ago. Robert Wilson is one of the three artists 

William Mitchell cites, in Redefining Designing,3 as offering new inspirations for design. In 
such works as Einstein on the Beach and The Civil Wars Mitchell sees the evolution of 
complex spatial and temporal patterns of musical, choreographic and staged events 
directly from graphic doodles without the interruption of rational narrative. In HG these 
remain as buried de-populated fragments, so rich in complex possible meanings that the 
visitor stumbling in the gloom and silence becomes lost in speculation, part of others' 
spectacle, weighed down by the accumulated fetishes. 

The Greatful Dead, either reviled or forgotten in the UK, played together for thirty years 
from Ken Keysey's Acid Tests in San Francisco, touring almost continuously in the USA to 
become one of the world's biggest grossing rock bands, trailed by nomadic 
'Deadheads'. Their legendary concerts were extended, unpredictable, unrehearsed 
developments running for hours around a few songs, drawing as much on a rootless 
American West as the mysteries of LSD, and grew from a truck in Haight Street to their 
$350,000 wall of speakers under the Great Pyramid. They were not usually discussed in 
the literature of urban design,4 yet as the shots of their 1968 Haight Street free show on 
the gatefold of Live-Dead (1969) and a song like The Music Never Stopped-'keep on 
dancing then' till daylight/greet the morning' air with song/no-one noticed, but the bands 
all packed and gone'5 testify it's events and moments that create and transform things 
and places to let us walk on air. 

So maybe there is a question. 

Which way it's answered is another. 

< C/> 
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Annual UDG Conference 

Urban Design 
Strategies for 
Millennium 
Cities 

Friday 10th and 
Saturday 11th May 

at The Royal Armouries, Leeds 
and Leeds Metropolitan University 

In less than four years time we enter the 21 st Century. How will 
changes in technology, lifestyle and social attitudes affect our 
aspirations and influence the way we may wish to use the city of the 
future? What will our cities be like in, say, the year 2020? 

Under the three principal headings; The Future City', The 
Sustainable City' and The Cultural/Liveable City', the 1996 Annual 
Conference will provide all those with an interest in the design and 
management of the built environment the opportunity to examine 
both practical and theoretical scenarios of how the places we inhabit 
will alter and evolve. 

Through a series of keynote addresses and individual workshops 
involving local case studies, Conference participants will investigate 
the challenges facing us in helping to shape our cities beyond the 
millennium. 

Urban Designers from all fields are invited to participate in what we 
envisage will be an informative, thought provoking and enjoyable 
event. 

Some of the main speakers will include: 

Rt. Hon. Keith Vaz MP 
Hugh Pearman 
John Worthington 
Derek Walker 
Jonathan Smales 
Hugh Barton 
Justin O'Connor 
John Montgomery 

Cost (including refreshments and conference dinner): 
£90.00 members 
£110.00 non-members 
(Day tickets available) 

For further details, a programme and booking form contact: 
Susie Turnbull, Urban Design Group, 6 Ashbrook Courtyard, 
Westbrook Street, Blewbury, Oxon OX11 9QA 
Tel: 01235 851415. Fax: 01235 851410 


