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UDG News 

UDG PROGRAMME 
21 September 

"Urban Design Tomorrow" 
Panel Discussion including 
Dr John Montgomery 

Robert Holden 
Prof Geoffrey Broadbent 

7/8 October Annual UDG Conference in 
Birmingham 

16 November Prof Doreen Massey 
"Lefebvre & the History of Space" 

The London events are held on 
Wednesdays at the London Exchange, 77 
Cowcross Street, London EC1 at 6.00 pm 
for 6.30 pm. Tickets are available at the 
door - £2 members, £3 non-members and 
£1 for students/concessions. 

JOINT EVENTS 
29 September 

Joint BURA/UDG Seminar "Design 
Quality in Urban Renewal" 
Details: Elspeth Burrage 
BURA 071 253 5054 

6 October 
Joint RTPI/UDG Conference (postponed 
from 22 June) 
Speakers include Peter Hall John 
Worthington, Graham King, Alan 
Goodrum and Paul Murrain. 
Details: Suzanne Morland RTPI071 636 
9107 

WEST MIDLANDS 
The Annual Conference will be held this 

year in Birmingham on Friday afternoon and 
Saturday 7 & 8 October. The theme of the 
Conference will be "Engineering the Public 
Realm". Designers and engineers will be 
involved in joint presentations in which they 
will explore the ways in which engineers 
influence urban design. 

On Friday there will be talks on the design 
and engineering of light rail systems in 
Bilbao by Kevin Carrucan of Norman 
Foster's, in Sheffield by Andy Topley and in 
Birmingham, by Kelvin Campbell of Urban 
Initiatives who will discuss the Design 
Guidelines he has prepared for underground 
and surface rail trams. These presentations 
will be followed by guided walks around the 
City and by the Conference dinner with a 
keynote speaker. 

On Saturday, the morning will be devoted 

to three related themes: creating urban spaces 
with a case study of Victoria Square in 
Birmingham, creating the public realm with 
studies of traffic calming, lighting and 
pedestrianisation plus management and 
maintenance of the public realm with 
reference to the new role of a City Centre 
Manager. Saturday afternoon will include a 
series of workshop sessions under the general 
guidance of Joe Holyoak, relating to the main 
themes of the Conference. 

It is hoped to keep costs down to the same 
level as last year ie. around £100 including 
food and three star accommodation. Please 
make a note of the dates of the Conference in 
your diary now and make a decision to come 
and renew contacts with colleagues on 7/8 
October. 

Details: Carol Austin on 021 235 3165 or 
Susie Turnbull on 0235 815907 

WALES REGIONAL NEWS 
The South Wales Region of the Urban 

Design Group has been very active during the 
last twelve months.Our membership has 
doubled and we now have a core team of 
public and private sector professionals 
working to expand our activities during the 
forthcoming months. 

1993 started off by Gordon Lewis, the 
Regional Convenor for South Wales, giving a 
broad ranging presentation on urban design 
issues in Wales. This was followed in May 
by Emyr Evans, Cardiff City's Planning 
Director, who gave a presentation on Vision 
& Reality related to the St Mellons area of 
Cardiff. Richard Essex finished off the year 
by discussing the role of Urban Design in 

Regenerating the Welsh Economy. 
1994 started with Professor Richard 

Silverman of the Welsh School of 
Architecture giving a illustrated talk on 
Quality in Design and his role as Chairman 
of the Cardiff Bay Design Panel. In March 
1994, honorary Professor Bill Davies, 
architect and urban designer, discussed 
Organic Growth of Welsh Towns. The year 
was finished off in May, with a talk from 
Geoff Haslam of the Community Design 
Group on Pedestrian and Vehicular 
Conflicts. We are now putting together the 
programme for next year and welcome the 
active support and ideas from members. 

BURA AWARDS 
BURA Best Practice Awards represent a 

highly regarded cross section of a number of 
major urban regeneration initiatives in the 
UK. Nominations for 1994 should be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Best 
Practice Committtee by 31st October. 

Details: BURA 071 253 5054 

URBAN DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 
The Biennial Sourcebook is due to be 

published in September and if any practices 
or courses offering urban design experience 
or training still wish to be included then 
details should be requested immediately 
from the UDG office. The Sourcebook is 
sent to a large number of prospective clients 
and student bodies and the subscription for 
inclu-sion in this particular publication is 
£60. • 
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Reports on Events 

Public Virtues: Private 
Vices 
The Rise of the Post 
Modern City 

Jonathan Glancey contributed his views on 
the city when he spoke to the UDG in April. 
He began by deploring the tendency to drown 
scallops in nouvelle cuisine sauces thus 
destroying the nature of the shellfish by fancy 
additions; he compared this to post modern 
approaches to the city thus losing the gritty 
qualities of the place and replacing them with 
'tinsel town'. He clearly admired Wren's 
logical and geometrical plan for redeveloping 
the City of London seeing this as a response 
to a need for a robust approach. He similarly 
appreciated Nash's Regent Street Plan, the 
new Waterloo terminal, Alsop's Marseilles 
civic offices and the traditional red London 
transport bus livery. By contrast he criticised 
the Charing Cross development, a Gehry type 
treatment for Times Square New York, 
Mercury Phone Kiosks, the BT logo, 
shopping malls, Canary Wharf and Harbour 
City in Docklands that had got things wrong. 
He maintained that there was no need for 
'fancy techniques' of urban planning and that 
we needed schemes that would populate the 
city - you couldn't achieve this if everything 
was designed for you - we need to 'relax and 
let the people do the work'. Nevertheless 
there was one recent scheme that achieved 
these things - Stirling's Staatgallerie which 
knitted itself into the structure of the city and 
encouraged people to populate it. 

His eloquent presentation gave few clues 
as to how such qualities could be achieved 
but the discussion touched on many relevant 
issues. It was accepted that cities needed a 
guiding order and reference was made to the 
roles of people such as Robert Moses and 
Mayor Daley in the United States; perhaps 
those precedents are being followed in 
Britain in places such as Birmingham and 
Glasgow led by a compact of politicians, 
professionals and the public. The lack of a 
24 hour life in cities has changed their nature 
and bringing more high density residential 
back into the city centres could recreate 
earlier qualities. There were fewer new civic 
buildings that could help regenerate cities 
although the new transport infrastructure 

could provide nodal points for development. 
The overall message from Jonathan 

Glancey seemed to be 'to get back to basics' 
which if it means creating places for people 
which recognise the real qualities of the city, 
paralleled by Fellini's view of the life of the 
theatre being on the streets, then we may 
have a starting point but it is a long way from 
being able to implement such ideas. 

The Future of the City 
The second discussion evening in the series 

concerned with the city took place in May. It 
was chaired by Chris Glaister who began the 
discussion by putting questions to the panel 
which comprised Dr Chris Gentle, Judy 
Hillman, Judith Ryser and Professor Peter 
Hall. 

The first issue put to Chris Gentle 
concerned deurbanisation and whether this 
was a general symptom. He responded by 
drawing attention to statistics which showed 
that Inner London had gained population in 
1981 to 1991 with a loss in outer London. By 
comparison Glasgow and Manchester 
suffered drastic decreases. Similarly in the 
employment field London gained employment 
whereas Liverpool and provincial cities lost 
jobs. He concluded that in the case of 
London de-urbanisation had been a factor 
during the 1980s but that the situation was 
now being stabilised. 

Peter Hall defined deurbanisation as the 
position where growth outside the 
metropolitan areas was greater than within 
metropolitan areas. He considered we would 
continue to have decentralisation from the 
cities to towns (as in the Paris new towns) 
and from first order cities to second and third 
order cities but that we wouldn't have the 
USA situation of edge cities such as Tyson's 
Corner outside Washington. 

It was felt that the population growth in 
inner London could be due to the impact of 
Docklands development and also the larger 
family size in ethnic minority areas. 

The second issue which was put to Judy 
Hillman dealt with the Public Realm and 
what people expected of the City. She saw 
the problem being one of funding and 
management and stressed the important 
contribution of parks to achieving 
environmental quality. She felt that local 
authorities were not paying enough attention 

to parks for use by people, tending instead to 
emphasise planting. Similarly streets were 
considered less as meeting places and too 
much as a movement system for cars; this 
was clearly affected by many activities 
moving indoors compared with the nineteenth 
century. Civic pride is an essential 
component and the new role of city centre 
managers could help to respond to the 
competition from shopping malls. 

Peter Hall saw the need to create 
sustainability in city centres which could 
mean encouraging a wider range of activities, 
providing better public transport and 
stimulating cycling. If concentration means 
more car traffic then the city will be 
unsustainable. By way of example there are 
German cities where car access to the centre 
is severely limited, there is high quality 
public transport and a rejection of out of town 
centres. No big change has occurred in city 
transport since the 1880s but the high speed 
trains to France and Belgium will create new 
perspectives - Calais being 65 minutes from 
St. Pancras and Ashford 40 minutes. This 
type of change will be part of the sorting out 
of activities between centres, not just in 
financial activities and business but 
significantly also in education and medicine. 

The discussion pointed to the increasing 
pace of technology and the factor of political 
change where the status of the UK within 
Europe was changing - countries were losing 
their autonomy and there is likely to be a 
resurgence in metropolitan centres and a 
decline in industrial towns. Cities will need 
to specialise and cooperate with other centres 
to maintain their role. 

It was felt that whilst technology will free 
us from many of the earlier reasons for 
central cities that the city will survive 
because people will still want to come 
together. However provincial cities have a 
much richer cultural life today and one could 
expect dispersal to those places as part of the 
settling out of activities from metropolitan 
centres. • 
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Marble Arch Competition 

Tim Catchpole reports on the second stage of 
the Marble Arch Competition. The last issue of 
the UDQ included a report on the ideas 
competition. A total of 250 entries had been 
submitted in response to the announcement of 
the Secretary of State for the National Heritage 
that Marble Arch and Speakers' Corner needed 
a complete overhaul. 

1 Marble Arch looking south 
2 Speakers Walk looking east 

From the first stage entries the panel of 
Assessors chose six finalists and asked them 
to proceed to the second stage of the 
competition, namely the practical design. 
The Assessors were the Presidents of the 
RIBA, RTPI, Institution of Civil Engineers 
and Landscape Institute. 

Halcrow Fox, who managed the 
competition on behalf of the Royal Parks, 
produced a brief for the second stage which 
was tighter and more focused than that for 
the ideas competition. The brief was drawn 
up in consultation with English Heritage, 
Westminster City Council and the Traffic 
Director for London. Whereas most entries 
at the ideas stage had closed the traffic 
gyratory around Marble Arch and transferred 
traffic into underpasses, the six finalists were 
asked to consider a more realistic at-grade 
solution together with phasing and costs. 

The six finalists' submissions were 
considered first by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission and then by the four Assessors, 
and on Wednesday 29 June the Secretary of 
State announced the verdict. Standing on a 
soap box at Speakers' Corner he awarded 
first prize to Evan Hughes of Michael Lyell 
Associates and second prize to Gareth Jones 

ofBDP. Mark Loxton, a UDG member, was 
a sharer of third prize. 

The winning scheme kept to the brief. It 
closed the gyratory and reinstated a 
T-junction between Park Lane and Oxford 
Street. It moved the Arch some 60m to the 
south in order to accommodate the junction, 
retaining it on its existing north/south axis. It 
enhanced the ceremonial route through the 
Arch and remodelled Speakers' Corner as a 
linear space to be called Speakers' Walk. 

Several finalists did not keep to the brief 
and were determined that their underpass 
schemes produced at the ideas stage were 
still the only workable, albeit more costly, 
solution. Among these was Ray Hole, a 
student from the University of Greenwich; he 
kept his underpass and resited the Arch onto 
a sea of glass to be viewed from an 
underground galleria. His scheme was the 
wild card in the pack and he was a sharer of 
third prize. 

There is money in this year's budget for 
work in the initial first phase and a gradual 
transformation of this forlorn space will be 
expected to occur between now and the new 
Millennium. • 
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Annual General Meeting 

AGM 11 MAY 1994 
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Jon Rowland reported that this year has 
been an important year for the UDG in 
consolidating the changes in structure it made 
last year. The involvement of the Patrons has 
helped not only in conferences and events, 
but also as a fund of experience and guidance 
in moving the UDG forward. Special thanks 
are due to Alan Baxter, one of our Patrons, 
who has made the London Exchange venue 
available for the last year. This has been very 
helpful, providing a home after a rather 
peripatetic year at a variety of locations. 
From the Group's point of view I hope this 
will continue. 

We share this venue with Vision for 
London. I hope we will be sharing more, not 
only with Vision but with other organisations. 
This theme of more joint activities will be 
explored more fully as the year unfolds. 
After last year's London conference which 
was supported by the RIBA, the UDG, the 
Landscape institute and similar organisations, 
we are holding our first joint conference with 
the RTPI on June 22 and another in 
November. We have set in motion the 
opportunity for joint events with the RIBA 
and its regions. We will be holding a joint 
seminar with BURA later this year. 

I think this is a recognition of the role the 
UDG has been playing over the last few years 
as the only mouthpiece for urban design. The 
belated recognition of the need for urban 
design skills to help address some of the 
qualitative issues in our built environment is 
welcome. We must ensure that the relevant 
messages get to those people that make 
decisions about our built environment. 
That's why these joint events are important. 

This year we have continued to grow. Our 
administrative operation, run so admirably, 
by Susie Turnbull, has for the first time given 
us a clearer picture of our finances and 
membership. For the first time we carried 
out a survey of our membership to establish 
who our membership is, what their interests 
are and how the UDG can respond to their 
ideas about Urban Design and, where the 
Group should be focusing its attention, and 
activities. It has also enabled us to identify 
those within the Group, who are willing to 
get more involved in the various committees. 
We will build all this information in the 
coming year. 

Roger Evans will give a report on the 
regions, Jack Warshaw on this years events, 
John Billingham on the UD Quarterly and 
Publications and Chris Glaister on the 
activities of the marketing and publicity 
group. 

The Education Committee has been 
somewhat moribund this year and that is 
something that needs to be tackled with 
vigour in the coming year. The interest in 
this area of activity has been apparent in the 
results of the questionnaire and we will build 
on the enthusiasm of those people who 
volunteered to help. 

I am hoping that before the summer 
holidays that we will have had a series of 
round-table discussions within the different 
committees to draw in these enthusiasts and 
set in motion some new ideas. 

Finally UDATS. We have now resolved 
this issue and the proposal before you today 
is put forward to take account of the range of 
views regarding the role of the UDG as a 
'facilitator' in setting up and administering 
UDATS. We have seen too many 'tainted' 
exercises organised by consultants and other 
groups in the recent past. With these 
parameters in place we believe we will be in 
a position to assist in requests for help from a 
community. Again thanks to the interest 
generated by the questionnaire we are also 
confident we have plenty of potential 
participators. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Chairman: Jon Rowland 
proposed: Roger Evans 
seconded: Clinton Greyn 

Treasurer: Simon Rendel 
proposed: Jon Rowland 
seconded: Kelvin Campbell 

Secretary: Alice Mylo 
proposed: Jon Rowland 
seconded: Jack Warshaw 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Administration 

The administration office in Didcot has 
been in operation for two years with Susie 
Turnbull as Group Administrator. 

We at present have approximately 776 
members, of these 70 are overseas members, 
36 are Corporate members, 39 are Libraries, 
6 are Universities, 70 pay the reduced rate of 

£14.00 for students/unemployed. 

Finance 
The Group relies almost entirely on 

subscriptions for the main costs which are 
production of the Quarterly and 
administration. Generally it is estimated that 
with a more or less self-funding events 
programme we can generate a modest surplus 
which will enable us to keep subscriptions in 
check at this time of relatively low inflation. 
Accordingly we are not proposing any rise in 
subscriptions this year - the second year 
running. 

A Summary of income and expenditure for 
2 years follows. This gives a slightly 
distorted picture for 1992/93 because 
substantial bills for both the events and 
administration were carried over from 1991/ 
92 into 1992/93. The key facts are: 

Total Income 92/93 93/94 
£22,793 £27,290 

In 93/94 about 74% arose from subscriptions 
and 17% from publications (mostly from the 
Practice Index) and 8% from Events. 

Total expenditure 92/93 93/94 
£21,572 £17,382 

Admin 35% 23% 
Publications 50% 35% 
Other 9% 5% 
Administration costs have now been brought 
down to 23% of income as opposed to 35% 
during the period with RSA (1991-92) which 
was relatively expensive. 

Annual Surplus 1991-93 93/94 
£2,106 £9,908 
(average) 

The true surplus for 1993/94 was about 
£6,106 when advance income on the Practice 
Index is taken into account. 
The improvement in the balance sheet has 
been brought about by reducing administra-
tion costs and increasing income from events. 

FUTURE OBJECTIVES 
• We will continue to earn money on events 
• We will continue to keep administration 

costs down to below 25% 
• We have an on-going membership drive 
• We will continue to allocate a significant 

budget towards development of the regions 
- though this was not spent in 93/94 

• We are considering various options for new 
budgets in 93/94 
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Urban Design Action Teams 

Income and Expenditure Analysis 

INCOME 1992/93 1993/94 
Events £ £ 
Annual Conference 908.99 817.67 
East Reg. Conference 736.28 
Holland Tour 529.01 

Administration 
Subscriptions & Misc. 19,080.71 20,096.89 
COIF Interest 475.38 502.01 

Publications 
UD Quarterly Sales 
UD Source Book 
Practice Index 

707.41 792.96 
3,182.50 14.00 

3,801.00 

Total 24,354.99 27,289.82 

EXPENDITURE 
Events 
Competition 520.00 
Lecture Programme 3,237.60 757.99 

Subscription Refunds 109.00 587.75 

Administration 9,325.19 6,108.29 
Bank charges 153.95 245.19 

Publications 
UD Quarterly 
UD Sourcebook 
Printing 
Practice Index 
Good Place Guide 

9,054.90 8,768.28 
3,229.69 223.82 

300.00 
467.10 
223.82 

Total 25,584.33 17,382.24 

COIF DEPOSIT 
£10,000 was transferred from current account 
to COIF deposit account in 93/94. 

COIF deposit 92/93 93/94 
4,505.66 15,007.67 

SUMMARY 
Income 
Expenditure 

24,354.99 27,289.82 
25,584.33 17,382.24 

Profit/Loss (1,575.34) 9,907.58 

UDAT PROPOSAL AT AGM 
217 members responded to the 

Questionnaire distributed in April and of 
these 134 expressed interest in taking part in 
Urban Design Action Teams. As a result the 
following proposal was tabled and noted at 
the Annual General Meeting: 
1 That action should be taken by the UDG to 

encourage public participation in the urban 
design process. 

2 That the UDG sets up a committee with a 
brief to encourage public participation in 
the form of UDATs, Planning Weekends 
and "Planning for Real" to involve people 
directly in the planning and urban design 
process. 

3 That the UDG provides a register of 
members interested in taking part in 
UDATs. 

4 That if the UDG were to be invited to 
organise or contribute to a UDAT it should 
be on the following basis: 
that no fees would be paid for team 
members' involvement; expenses only 
would be required including a sum to cover 
administrative and office costs incurred by 
the UDG; that people already involved in 
consultancy in the area could be included 
in any team of participants; that a limited 
size of team (up to ten members) should be 
involved. 

The next stage will be to establish a 
working group/committee which would 
pursue these objectives. 

LETTER FROM DAVID LEWIS 

Dear Editor 

Jeremy Caulton is right. "Any 
participation process is only as effective as its 
active participants allow it to be." 

But the problem with his otherwise fine 
letter is that he concentrates far too much on 
UDAT. We have to remember that UDAT is 
only a procedure, a tool. When the R/UDAT 
example was introduced from the US to 
Britain in the mid-80s, there was no intention 
that it should be viewed as anything other 
than a tool, a process to be reviewed and 
modified in whatever way the British felt 
they wanted to in addressing critical British 

urban situations. It was never intended to be 
a panacea. 

Jeremy Caulton complains that the UDAT 
programme is "packaged and formalised". I 
fail to understand how one can possibly 
modify a programme to suit local needs if the 
original programme isn't defined in the first 
place! 

But let's keep our eye on the ball. Cities 
the world over are in critical need of new 
approaches. "Top downwards" planning 
often fails to recognise that cities belong to 
the people who live in them. R/UDAT in 
America grew originally from the concerns 
expressed in the civil rights movement of the 
60s and 70s, namely that there are huge 
sectors of our population that are not 
enfranchised in policies and decisions 
affecting their future, and those of their 
families and environments. 

Perhaps the greatest impact of the R/UDAT 
programme in the US is not its achievements 
- which rack up its share of shortfalls as well 
as successes - but its impact on the profession 
and on local government. On our side of the 
Atlantic it is becoming increasingly rare for 
urban design projects to proceed in our cities 
without citizen participation. 

Let us not be unmindful that our cities are 
facing far reaching technological challenges 
and changes as a result of new technological 
advances in computerization and 
communications, and that their most critical 
priorities are often not immediately in 
physical urban design, but in areas such as 
private sector investment, employment, 
security, conservation, sustainability and 
growth/change management. These not only 
call for multi-disciplinary teams in 
association with the communities themselves, 
but lay the conditions for the physical urban 
designs to follow. 

In this sense, John Thompson is absolutely 
right to emphasise the need to open the 
minds of the unconverted. Much work needs 
to be done. The opportunities for human 
scale and human based design have never 
been greater. Instead of complaining about 
UDAT or any other initiative, let us learn 
from past efforts and move forward to devise 
yet better ways to face the contemporary 
urban challenges which lie all around us. 

DAVID LEWIS 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 
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News from Singapore 

Robert Powell, Associate Professor at the 
School of Architecture in the National 
University of Singapore, describes the 
challenge of designing a resource-conserving, 
climatically appropriate tropical city. This was 
highlighted in the mid-1980s and it became 
apparent that there was a serious lack of a 
model developed exclusively for the city in the 
Tropics. 
The rapid pace of development and the need to 
create infrastructure quickly, has meant that 
the expanding cities of the developing world 
have largely relied upon western planning 
models. There has been little fundamental 
research into what constitutes a viable tropical 
city. 
A number of architects, planners and 
academics in Southeast Asia have taken up the 
challenge, principle amongst them being Tay 
Kheng Soon in Singapore and Ken Yeang in 
Malaysia but their ideas have yet to 
significantly enter and change the planning 
process. 
Tropical cities are growing at a faster rate than 
their counterparts in the temperate zones. The 
annual population growth rate is often 
compounded by the rural to urban migration. 
As cities expand the population spreads 
outwards, extending transportation routes and 
the distance from residence to work. 
Essentially the argument is for a high-rise and 
high-density, compact urban lifestyle. By 
designing a more compact city form, the 
pressure to develop rural areas would be 
correspondingly reduced. 

A major objective of city planning in the 
tropics should be to create a microclimate 
which is conducive to comfortable living and 
which enhances the use of open spaces within 
and between buildings. 

In order to encourage the use of outdoor 
space and natural ventilation, the 
environment must be modified. Traffic noise 
and dust must be screened off or separated 
from residential areas. Although cars and 
pedestrians can mix at certain intensities, 
vehicles can be obliged to comply wit 
restraints in pedestrian dominated area. 

The landuse and building form concepts 
should enable extensive vertical and 
horizontal landscaping and pedestrian routes 
should be enhanced by the provision of 
adequate shade and natural ventilation. 

SUN, WIND AND RAINWATER 
No less influential in arriving at a more 

ecologically-conscious city form for the 
tropics is the climate. 

Tropical streets should be "high and 
narrow" in order to benefit from shading from 
adjoining buildings; rather than "low and 
wide". The tropical street should be less 
open-to-sky than a street in a temperate 
climate. Rainwater, much of which is 
presently wasted, should be stored and 
utilised. 

The tropical breezes can be utilised to cool 
buildings and although the monsoon winds 
are unpredictable in both speed and direction, 
they generally blow from the north or the 
south and hence this should determine the 
orientation of buildings. 

TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY 
The construction of networks of 

expressways and highways assumes the car 
will be the dominant method of 
transportation in the 21 st century Asian city. 
Some doubts have already been expressed 
about the wisdom of this assumption -
predictions have been made that at the 
present rate of use, oil will run out by the 
year 2040. The best scenario gives us until 
2075. Greater emphasis must therefore be 
placed on efficient public transport systems, 
reductions in private cars, use of alternative 
renewable sources of energy and the planned 
proximity of home and work. 

REVISED ZONING PRINCIPLES 
The practice of zoning the functions of 

cities dates back to the beginning of the 20th 

century and as the industrialisation process 
gathered momentum, it led to the separation 
of residence from workplace, of commerce 
and shopping from recreation. Urbanisation 
in the tropics requires a review of the 
symbiotic relationship between these various 
functions within a compact city form - only 
the most polluting functions being separated 
off. Vertical zoning through multi-level and 
multi-functional urban clusters should be the 
aim. 

A landuse strategy emerges which would 
create a markedly different physical form for 
Southeast Asian cities in the 21 st century. 
One which would be more ecologically 
responsive, which would seek to conserve 
more rural land and which would recognise 
the finite nature of fossil fuels. 

URBAN DESIGN 
The second level at which the design of 

cities must be considered is the level of 
Urban Design, at a scale smaller than the 
strategic plan but larger than the individual 
building. 

Urban Design in the Tropical Asian City 
must create a pollution-free, cool 
environment. Everyday life in the tropics 
should include a high level of use of outdoor 
space, however the uncomfortable conditions 
which result from the climate, especially the 
humidity and the heat in the afternoon, must 
be overcome by the provision of shade and 
shelter. 

Urban Design principles should underpin 
the strategic planning objectives and 
emphasise: 
• The climatic responsiveness of the plan 

including the orientation of major buildings 
in relation to the sun and wind. 

• Extensive use of vegetation as an integral 
part of urban design in order to reduce the 
'heat island' effect. 

• Screening of traffic noise, fumes and dust 
generated by major highways. 

• The proximity of work and residence. This 
requires the wider acceptance of mixed-use 
developments which create a synergy. 

• Pedestrianisation and the reduction of the 
need to use motor cars. 

• Integrated public transport particularly 
Mass Transit and Light Rail systems. 
In 1989 a team of architects/planners led 

by Tay Kheng Soon, Chua Beng Huat and 
Robert Powell were invited by the Singapore 
Minister of National Development to test the 
tropical city agenda by producing a Design 
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Guide Plan for Kampong Bugis 270ha site. It 
resulted in a city form which was a departure 
from existing practice. 

Urban Design Guidelines were proposed 
based on the following principles: 
• Mixed-use developments should be 

encouraged, obnoxious activities should be 
excluded. 

• All buildings should respect the views and 
ventilation of adjacent buildings. 

• Buildings should not transmit heat to other 
buildings. Surfaces of the building should 
be clad with low heat reflecting materials. 

• Every building is deemed to have removed 
natural vegetation. This should be restored 
by horizontal and vertical planting. 

• Wind movement from the north-east and 
south-west monsoons should not be 
prevented from flowing through the city. 
Tall buildings should endeavour to channel 
wind into the wind passages. 

• Buildings should be orientated to maximise 
exposure to prevailing winds and to 
minimise solar heat gain. 

• Openings in the built form, such as 
windows, louvres, balconies and veran-
dahs, should facilitate natural ventilation 
and cross-flow of wind. 

• Buildings should incorporate shaded 
covered walkways. Canopies, balconies 
and terraces should provide sun-shading. 

• Lift cores and service cores should be 
located on the hot (west and east) sides of 
buildings. 

• Every building should incorporate meas-
ures to collect, filter and use rainwater for 
the watering of plants, evaporative cooling 
of building surfaces and general cleaning 
purposes. 

• Solar energy should be utilised. Tax 
incentives could be provided for the capital 
cost of installing solar energy devices. 

CONCLUSION 
City planners and architects in Southeast 

Asia, as elsewhere, cannot escape 
responsibility for the environmental crisis 
which threatens our planet. It is essential 
that every design decision should be sensitive 
to the ecological repercussions at a local, 
regional and global level. 

There must be a radical shift in our values 
and sensibilities expressed in a code of 
'environmental ethics' for professionals 
concerned with the planning, design and 
administration of the built environment. 
Ecological-consciousness must become a 
cornerstone of professional practice. • 

1 Kampong Bugis Design Guide Plan 
An orthogonal grid is used oriented towards 
the approximate direction of monsoon winds 
and coastal breezes. 

2 The Urban Form that could result from urban 
Design guidelines. 

3 In the urban context streets should be high 
and narrow, well shaded and with extensive 
vegetation. 

4 Tall buildings in the tropics should respond 
to climate. Mesiniaga Tower by Ken Yeang 
of T&R Hamzah and Yeang 
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Leader 

Emma Collier and Andy Gibbins introduce the 
conference papers which highlight growing 
public concern and demands for quality in the 
built environment. Urban design is now 
assuming a greater importance in planning and 
architecture and this is reflected in some of the 
more innovative development plans, initiatives 
in the architectural profession, and central 
government guidance. 

Emma Collier is a lecturer in Urban Design in 
the Faculty of the Built Environment at the 
University of the West of England at Bristol. 
Andy Gibbins leads the Urban Design Section 
in the Bristol City Council City Planning 
Department. 

URBAN DESIGN BRIEFING 
FROM CONCEPT TO REALISATION 

The Urban Design Group's 1993 annual conference took urban design 
briefing as its theme, and reflects the Group's work with the Royal Town 
Planning Institute to raise the profile of urban design. The aim of the 
conference was to exchange ideas, share experience, and broaden the debate 
about the practice of design guidance and briefing in the public and private 
spheres. The delegates that attended represented a wide range of practice from 
across the disciplines and from around the country who came together in the 
afternoon workshop sessions to learn from each other. 

The conference concentrated upon the role of urban design briefing and 
guidance in enabling the achievement of quality built environments. The key 
papers presented examined a spectrum of current practice and thought in 
Britain from the national to the local level, focusing on innovative approaches 
and new tools that are becoming available. John Punter presented an overview 
of his recent research on the design policy components of development plans. 
This has culminated in the publication of a Good Practice Guide which stresses 
the importance of a strategic approach to design policy and the importance and 
value of examining the wider urban context within which design is based. Alan 
Day introduced the computer generated model of Bath which has been helping 
development control planners in the city to visualise potential designs and 
generate possible alternatives. This model is effective because it combines the 
analytical power and level of detail possible of GIS with the visualisation 
capacities of CAD. 

Two further papers examined the potential of urban design policy and 
approaches in two very different cities: Birmingham and Bristol. Les Sparks 
discussed the role of urban design briefing in the regeneration of older parts of 
the city. Using case studies in Birmingham, he stressed the necessity of 
engaging the community's support at the design strategy stage in achieving 
successful regeneration. Ian White and Mark Luck outlined the evolving and 
tiered nature of the urban design policy framework for Bristol. It is an 
approach which has centred on establishing recognised principles of urban 
design within the statutory framework of the city-wide local plan, supported by 
more detailed policy advice notes and site or area specific briefs. 

What was striking about the conference was the diversity and scope of issues 
addressed in design guidance, for example the increasing importance of the 
green agenda was reflected in the popularity of the workshop on sustainability. 
This diversity was also reflected in the media of communication being used to 
bring together different and possibly conflicting interests in the development 
process. The conference drew attention to the potential of new tools, such as 
computer-aided visualisation, for facilitating context analysis, the design 
process and ultimately greater community awareness of and involvement in 
design issues in the built environment. 

The conference highlighted the relevance of the public sector, through the 
local plans process, in establishing an urban design agenda at the local level 
which takes into account local demands and needs. This is reflected in the 
involvement of the public sector in the design and management of the public 
realm. However the need for greater sophistication in our understanding of the 
development process and the role of design within it was recognised. 

A final commentary from the conference might be that design guidance and 
briefing is an ever evolving and dynamic process. This process must be an 
open and participatory one which seeks to involve the wider community. • 
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Design Policies 
in Development Plans 

John Punter, Matthew Carmona and Adam 
Platts summarise some of the findings of a 
research report on design policies in 
development plans and a good practice guide 
commissioned by the DoE. 
Throughout the 1980s, in the wake of Circular 
22/80 and its reaffirmation of Central 
Government discouragement of design control 
outside of environmentally sensitive areas, 
there was constant criticism of the negativism 
of Central Government advice and its failure to 
look objectively at design issues. The 
speeches, television programmes and finally 
the book A Vision of Britain, all written by HRH 
The Prince of Wales, brought aspects of the 
debate into the mass media, and Francis 
Tibbalds and others in the Royal Town 
Planning Institute (RTPI) took the opportunity 
to renew their pressure for new Government 
guidance. The short tenure of Chris Patten as 
Secretary of State for the Environment, and a 
series of his positive speeches on potential 
improvements on Design Policy, laid the basis 
for new guidance which emerged in Annex A of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 1 (PPG1) in 
1992. This accommodation between the 
planning and architectural professions 
deflected some of the criticism of Central 
Government advice on design, although 
assiduous commentators argued that very little 
had changed (Tugnutt 1991). 

John Punter was formerly at the School of 
Planning Studies at the University of Reading 
and is now Professor of City and Regional 
Planning at the University of Strathclyde. 
Illustrations used in this article are taken from 
the City of Bristol Local Plan. 

In March 1993 the Government 
commissioned a five-month study of design 
policies in development plans. With the new 
emphases placed upon the development plan 
as the basis for development control decision 
making (S54A of the 1990 Town and Country 
Planning Act), and the encouragement (in 
PPG 1) to local planning authorities to be 
explicit about their design requirements, this 
seemed the obvious place to begin. This 
article reports on some of the findings of the 
- a research report summarising the various 
components of the study, and a good practice 
guide with 91 recommendations for 
improving design policies. These will be 
published by HMSO later this year. 

The research had several components -
reviews of design policy development and of 
current Central Government advice, an 
assessment of European and American 
practice, a detailed content analysis of design 
policies in 73 plans, and follow up case 
studies in 18 local authorities looking at 
policy implementation and effectiveness. 
The recommendations may be broadly 
divided into three sections. The first section 
covers the general principles of policy 
writing, the fundamentals of design policy, 
the role of design in the plan's strategy, the 
organisation of policies in the plan, and the 
appraisal and consultation bases of these 
policies. The second section discusses the 
substantive policies embracing urban design, 
architecture, landscape, urban conservation 
and design process policies. The third 
section deals with policy expression and 
supporting guidance and includes 
recommendations on implementation and 
monitoring, on policy expression and 
supplementary design guidance. Space does 
not permit more than a brief overview of each 
of these sections, and a highlighting of some 
of the most important urban design 
recommendations in the good practice guide. 

The good practice guide recognises that 
good design policies cannot be achieved 
overnight, and that they should be conceived 
as a long term objective. Enlightened 
plagiarism of other local planning authorities' 
design policies can be practised, but it is 
important to understand the way that such 
policies are used by the originating authority. 
The experience of development controllers 
must be used in policy writing to ensure that 
they feel a sense of ownership of, and 
commitment to, the policies and to ensure 
that they respond to local conditions. 

FUNDAMENTAL DESIGN POLICY 
The conceptualisation of design as a 

process is recommended as a way of 
organising, conceptualising and writing 
policies, and as a way of defining and linking 
goals and objectives, strategies, area 
appraisal, public consultation, policy 
development, implementation and feedback. 
The key objective of design policy must be to 
ensure that development responds 
appropriately to its context, defining context 
broadly in visual, social, functional and 
environmental terms. The social dimension 
of design is also stressed, its equity 
implications and the special needs of 
different sections of the community. 
Particular stress is placed upon the need to 
take a broader environmental view of urban 
design integrating built form and natural 
environment considerations. Such a 
perspective clearly needs to embrace issues 
of sustainability, and the latter needs to set a 
context for all design considerations that are 
relevant to land use planning, and these 
include special policies on ecology, spatial 
form, materials and energy. 

A DESIGN STRATEGY 
It is argued that design policies need to be 

carefully related to the plan's strategy and 
objectives (Unitary Development Plans are 
more likely to achieve this because of their 
Part 1 statements), but it is also suggested 
that local authorities should try to develop a 
clear conception of the future spatial 
development of their areas, relating areas of 
development to infrastructure investment, 
linking up open space systems, and defining 
areas for conservation and varying degrees of 
physical change. Such large scale urban 
design strategies are perceived to provide an 
important framework for individual policies. 
They should allow design considerations to 
play a stronger role in determining the future 
shape of settlements and should provide a 
valuable framework for the host of individual 
detailed policies. 

HIERARCHICAL POLICIES 
The clear definition of goals, objectives, 

and strategies requires a well-organised set of 
policies and following the good practice 
guide for Development Plans (DoE, 1992a) a 
hierarchical organisation of policies is 
recommended, working from the large to the 
small scale, from the general to the specific, 
and from statutory policy through to 
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Design Policies in Development Plans 

The main aims and priorities for Newfoundland Street/Bond Street are:-
(i) To provide a landmark design of the highest quality alongside the main routes ad-

joining the site, reflecting its importance as a gateway to the City Centre. 

(ii) To promote business uses on the main frontage sites with an option for commer-
cial leisure. 

(iii) To retain and augment established housing on the south eastern part of the site. 

(iv) To seek the retention of traditional buildings contributing to the character of the 
area. 

(v) To retain and enhance car parking serving the Broadmead Shopping Centre and 
to improve pedestrian access to Broadmead. 

-i 

Extracts from Bristol Local Plan 
City centre Spaces: 
Shown above: Aims and Priorities for Newfoundland Street/Bond Street 
Bottom Right: Queen Square. Bisected by a dual carriageway in the 1930s, the city's largest 
Georgian Square suffers considerable environmental intrusion from heavy traffic and public and 
private parking. Through traffic will be excluded from the Square, enabling the formal green area 
at its heart to be restored and creating an amenity suitable for quiet relaxation and occasional 
events and entertainment. 
Top Right: Local Context for Development. Illustration indicates how landmark buildings can 
contribute to local distinctivenes at important junctions, as a focus to a specific view, or to 
highlight a building of a specific use. 

supplementary guidance. One or more key 
design policies are useful to act as a summary 
statement of the authority's policy on design, 
but these will need to be systematically 
elaborated in individual policies. It is 
recommended that design policies should be 
concentrated in a single chapter of the plan, 
but there is still a need to have some design 
policies in the other systematic chapters that 
deal with various forms of development or 
facility provision. 

AREA APPRAISAL 
One of the most important recommend-

ations is that area appraisals should provide 
the basis for design policy formulation. Such 
appraisal should not merely consist of a 
conventional townscape appraisal but should 
look at area character, embracing aspects of 
social occupation, activities and the use of 
public space, and also at environmental 
character (open space, landscape, 
microclimate, pollution, etc). Such 
appraisals need to be analytical and 
prescriptive, so that they lead easily to policy 
development. They also need to be easily 
understood by the general public. If the 
public are involved in such appraisals then 
clearly the value of the appraisal is that much 
greater. Specific public consultation on 
design is recommended prior to the drafting 
of the plan, and specific interest groups (e.g. 
amenity, professional, builders) may well 
have important ideas to contribute that will 
greatly strengthen the policies. 

SUBSTANTIVE DESIGN POLICIES 
Substantive design polices embrace urban 

design, architecture, landscape, and 
conservation and aspects of the design 
process itself. Urban design policies are 
given priority to emphasise that they concern 
more than external appearance, a conflation 
that bedeviled Central Government advice for 
half a century. A comprehensive urban 
design policy, spelling out the full range of 
design considerations that are important in a 
locality, is important as the cornerstone of all 
design policies - the 'key' policy described 
earlier. Policies to prevent overdevelopment 
are also critical, and these need to embrace 
density, height, massing, daylight and 
sunlight, and cross-relate to townscape, view 
and high building policies. If plot ratio 
controls are used these need to be carefully 
tailored to the locality and to these other 
design considerations, and they need to be 
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flexibly interpreted to allow development to 
accord with its context. The pursuit of a 
human scale of development can be 
strengthened by respecting the grain of the 
locality and controlling building bulk. 
Townscape policies are recommended to 
ensure development has an appropriate 
relationship with its surroundings, and view 
and skyline protection policies may be an 
important part of such policies. 

PUBLIC REALM 
Particular emphasis should be placed on 

public realm policies to complement the more 
traditional scale and townscape policies. 
These will include policies to encourage the 
vitality of streets through active frontages, 
mixed use schemes, and the creation of 
attractive spaces. Layout policies should 
seek to develop well-defined public and 
semi-public spaces, and to achieve a sense of 
place through creative use of the site's 
qualities. Access considerations need to 
emphasise the value of permeability and easy 
access for the elderly, women and children as 
well as the disabled. All these factors need 
to be underwritten by a concern for 
surveillance, visibility and safety. Attention 
should be paid to developing a corporate 
approach to the management and 
modification of space that will have high 
quality design as a primary objective. Public 
art policies will play a valuable role in this 
regard. 

CONTEXT AND DEVELOPMENT TYPES 
Both conventional townscape and public 

realm policies can usefully be complemented 
by context-specific policies, particularly for 
environmentally sensitive areas. Such 
context policies will need to be based on the 
character of sub-regions, districts and 
neighbourhoods, and this requires area 
appraisal. Special policies will also be 
appropriate for highly-frequented areas where 
both townscape and public realm policies 
may require special development. Policies 
may also benefit from being differentiated by 
the scale of development (i.e. this will 
determine the context to be considered). 

Development type policies provide a 
convenient way of responding to the special 
design problems created by different 
categories of development. Industrial and 
business space and retail warehouse 
developments have rarely been the focus of 
special design policies, but they both pose 
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Design Policies in Development Plans 

particular problems that need to be 
addressed. However, it is the frequency of 
house extensions and conversion 
applications, and the persistent problems 
with residential amenity space and privacy 
that they create, that suggests the 
development of specific policies to attack 
the most common design problems. Shop 
front and advertisement policies are useful 
for similar reasons. 

ARCHITECTURE 
Architecture or external appearance 

policies remain the most controversial area 
of design control, not least because 
architects resent the intrusion of untrained 
designers into arguably the most creative 
aspect of design. Government advice 
continues to discourage planning 
intervention in this matter, except in 
environmentally sensitive areas. The good 
practice guide regards urban design factors 
as more important than architectural factors 
in determining environmental quality in 
most circumstances, and accordingly it gives 
architecture policies less emphasis. The 
good practice recommendations concentrate 
upon encouraging the use of architectural 
skills, and the development of contemporary 
design that respects its context. Particular 
importance is attached to the control of the 
scale of the forms and facades of the 
building, this being a key contextual 
variable that can be addressed in a wide 
variety of ways, thus preserving a large 
measure of design freedom. Visually 
interesting architecture is also promoted, but 
it is recognised that this can be achieved in a 
variety of ways without resorting to 
facsimile or pastiche styles. The control of 
architectural detail and materials may well 
be important in environmentally sensitive 
areas. Cultural diversity should also be 
accommodated in architecture, and there 
should be scope for minority groups to 
express themselves in three-dimensional 
form. 

LANDSCAPE 
Landscape policies have been given 

considerable weight because they have 
tended to be neglected, because good 
landscape can make such a major 
contribution to quality environments, and 
because good landscape policies so often 
support the pursuit of sustainable 
development. Landscape is of key 

importance to strategic design thinking and 
the allocation of sites for development and 
conservation, and landscape appraisal is seen 
as vital to ecologically sound and attractive 
development. Open space provision should 
be closely linked with a landscape 
conservation strategy, and landscape 
frameworks developed for large development 
sites. Landscape policies at the microscale 
should emphasise the importance of street 
trees and other means to green the 
townscape, but the special difficulties of 
implementing landscape provisions, and 
ensuring the maintenance and management of 
planting, should be recognised and directly 
addressed. Hard landscape policies are also 
important. 

URBAN CONSERVATION 
Space does not permit discussion of the 

conservation and listed building policies 
which take their lead from the new Draft 
PPG 15 and the recent English Heritage 
publication on Conservation Area Practice. 
Again the policies need to be based on 
character appraisal, link natural and built 
environment concerns, and ensure 
preservation or enhancement through policies 
and prospects respectively. 

DESIGN PROCESS 
Finally design process policies relate back 

to the conceptualisation of design advocated 
at the outset, and they emphasise the 
importance of the procedures of design for 
the applicant and controller - area appraisal, 
advice, consultation, design briefs and 
development framework preparation, and 
well-presented planning applications. In fact 
the whole guide tries to be prescriptive about 
the process and procedures of design without 
being prescriptive about the actual design 
outcomes, in order to encourage designer 
creativity and imagination. 

POLICY WRITING 
The third set of recommendations relate to 

the actual business of policy writing and 
operation embracing questions of 
implementation, phraseology, justification, 
and the relationship between policy and 
guidance. Implementation and monitoring 
are key issues in policy effectiveness, and yet 
they seldom get the attention they deserve. 
Implementation considerations can be 
examined in the ways that policies are 
written, explaining the criteria by which 

applications will be judged or the design 
considerations that need to be taken into 
account, but the whole approach to design 
policy implementation needs to be discussed 
in the design chapter. The same is true of 
policy monitoring which is even more 
frequently ignored. Special attention needs 
to be given to the monitoring of appeal 
decisions on design to establish the practical 
limits of design intervention and negotiation, 
while the design outcomes of policies need to 
be assessed by a wide audience and their 
lessons built into the next review. 

The problem of how to actually write 
policies has received very little attention in 
planning circles, and it is a skill which is 
rarely discussed. From the typology of 
policies developed from the content analysis 
of plans two types of policy seem particularly 
useful. 'Design consideration' policies set 
out those factors which applicants for 
planning permission should consider in 
developing their plans, so they are 
prescriptive about the process of design 
rather than its product. Of course, special 
attention may have to be given to assessing 
how different considerations will have to be 
weighted. 'Design criteria' policies are more 
specific, and they list the criteria by which 
designs will be assessed: they have the 
advantage of precision but the dangers of 
being over-prescriptive if not flexibly 
applied. The same is true of design 
standards, which are largely matters to be 
dealt with in supplementary design guidance. 

A number of recommendations relate to the 
need to include all criteria that are the basis 
for decision-making in the policy itself; to 
emphasise the importance of flexible 
application; to keep policies short, forceful 
and positive, to avoid too much design jargon; 
and to carefully justify each policy. With 
regard to supplementary guidance the 
importance of carefully cross referencing the 
guidance to policies, and of taking it through 
public consultation, is emphasised. Area 
appraisals should be treated in a similar way. 
Longer term development frameworks should 
be included in the plan, but site design briefs 
should be excluded. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The recommendations were constrained by 

the need to conform to long-standing Central 
Government guidance on design, and they are 
written against a constantly shifting canvas of 
new initiatives and impulses. For example, 
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in the past year new guidance has emerged on 
urban conservation, planning and crime, town 
centres and above all sustainability (through 
transport advice). The recommendations do 
not represent the last word on design 
policies. In their return to the first principles 
of urban design, and the reassertion of very 
basic principles of policy organisation, policy 
expression, the importance of appraisal and 
consultation, the components of design and 
the importance of landscape, they may seem 
naive to sophisticated urban designers. 
However, the evidence of the plans 
themselves points to the need for such simple 
advice that can allow policies to be tailored 
to the special characteristics of the locality 
and the wishes of the local population. It is 
to be hoped that the good practice guide, 
which sets a challenging agenda to already 
stretched and often underskilled (in design 
terms) local planning authorities, will 
stimulate debate, innovation and 
experimentation and the development of 
more sophisticated and effective policies. 
But questions of policy effectiveness raise 
quite different issues of the ambitions of 
clients, designers, developers, and Central 
Government. These questions cannot be 
answered until the new policies have been in 
operation and thoroughly tested by renewed 
development activity. • 
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The Role of Briefing 
in Urban Regeneration 

Les Sparks discusses the role of urban design 
within urban regeneration and emphasises that 
it is necessary to remember that you can't 
achieve urban regeneration by simply 
replacing an outdated environment with a 
modern one, as people learnt to their cost in 
the 60s and 70s. 
What is required is more than planning and 
architecture and urban design. It involves a 
social process for creating stronger 
community structures. It involves developing 
community leadership and devolution of 
management to local areas. It involves 
strengthening the local economy and training 
people. It involves many more organisations 
than a planning department and City Council; 
all the public sector (health, transport, police 
etc), the voluntary and business sectors and 
the local community must all be participants. 
Whilst urban design briefing has a role in 
urban regeneration, it is not best achieved by 
urban designers producing baroque schemes 
drawn up with bird's-eye perspectives and 
beautiful graphics. If urban design briefing is 
going to play a full part in regeneration then 
the process by which a brief is arrived at is 
important. The process has to engage the 
local people, thereby helping to create a 
stronger community, drawing people together, 
and encouraging leadership and responsibility 
for managing one's own environment. 

PYPE HAYES 
An area of 111 acres in Birmingham called 

Pype Hayes, built in the 1920s and 30s, 
illustrates the process of involvement well. 
There are 1,368 houses, all having "concrete 
cancer" which have now been considered 
under the Housing Defects Act. 
Redevelopment of the whole estate is the 
only option. The City Council decided at the 
outset (in 1989) to call a public meeting 
making it clear to the people of Pype Hayes 
that it wanted them to participate in the 
regeneration and re-construction of their 
estate. The Council decided to start the 
process by setting up five residents' 
associations representing different areas of 
the estate, with a steering group bringing 
together the leaders of those associations, 
council members and officers. It gave the 
Steering Group certain objectives. These 
objectives were to rebuild a physical and 
social environment that would last and to 
provide homes of quality that would match, 
through tenure and types, the aspirations and 
requirements of the existing tenants (a survey 
having shown that 87% of them wanted to 
remain on the estate). 

Early in 1989 the Council produced a 
concept plan for the area. This brought the 
community together - to oppose it! The next 
step was to offer a grant to the Steering 
Group to employ their own community 
architect. Axis Design Collective worked 
with the residents to produce their own 
concept plan which the City Council duly 
accepted. Further work was then carried out 
to demonstrate technical, financial and 
planning viability. In 1992 it became the 
Council's plan for the regeneration of the 
estate, whilst being "owned" by the people of 
Pype Hayes. The process has produced an 
urban design framework which the people 
themselves have helped to create. The 
redevelopment programme will be long and 
difficult, involving many phases of 
demolition and development, with people 
having to move from one location to another 
over a period of eight to ten years. But it is a 
good start. 

CITY IMAGE 
That example is at the more humble, local 

scale compared with the City generally. 
Birmingham has suffered from its poor 
image. The City Council recognised that the 
attraction of inward investment relies on 
doing something about that image. At the 

Conservative Party conference Mr John 
Gummer stated that "when Birmingham 
destroyed its city centre and built the Bull 
Ring, it knelt before the mastery of the 
motorcar, overshadowing its medieval 
character with uncompromising concrete, 
with neither a sense of scale or a standard of 
quality. Birmingham has to overcome this 
image if urban regeneration is to succeed. 

The Bull Ring was built in the 1960s and 
lies outside the Inner Ring Road. This ring 
road is a real problem as it acts like a 
concrete collar and is difficult to cross. It 
forces up land values within the collar, whilst 
outside are derelict land and buildings. In 
order for Birmingham's Central Business 
District to prosper it needs to grow and 
expand into the areas that lie beyond this 
concrete collar. The office, cultural and retail 
areas need to extend across the Ring Road. 
The "capital web" of the urban design 
strategy is to break through the concrete 
collar, so that urban regeneration can take 
place in the Quarters around the central core. 

GUN QUARTER 
This principle has been applied in a recent 

study of one key area, the Gun Quarter, 
carried out for the City Council by Llewelyn 
Davies. The area falls within the 
Birmingham City Challenge Bid, and is part 
of a larger area around the core. It is an 
industrial area with small scale engineering 
enterprises. It has virtually no residential or 
retail activity, and is cut off by major roads. 
The challenge is to enable the economic 
strength of the city core to be absorbed into 
this part of the City Challenge area. The 
urban framework analysis shows that the 
inner ring road occupies a large area of urban 
space including roundabouts, roads and 
interchanges. The strategy for the 
regeneration of the area focuses on two 
junctions on the ring road, where the highway 
engineers have left large areas which can 
provide economic development opportunities 
near the core of the central business district. 
The opportunity is there to use them as 
gateways into the area and begin the process 
of extending economic growth into this run 
down part of the city. Secondly, a process of 
colonising an area around the canal with 
different activities like housing, restaurants 
and studio workshops would follow a 
selective programme of public investment 
improving the pedestrian links into this area, 
focusing on the canal itself. 

Les Sparks is Director of Planning and 
Architecture for Birmingham City Council 
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Saint Chad's Circus which adjoins the 
cathedral is a large roundabout and the inner 
ring road runs underneath it in an underpass. 
By replacing the roundabout by a cross roads 
with traffic light controls space could be 
freed to form a cathedral green and create the 
opportunity to develop a strong "boulevard" 
route from the city core to the Gun Quarter. 

This is just one aspect of the Gun Quarter 
study which shows how it applies one of the 
City Council's broad objectives for urban 
regeneration, by breaking down the concrete 
collar to extend development out from the 
core. It shows how the principle can be taken 
down through the various levels of urban 
design briefing to quite a detailed level. 

CITY CENTRE STRATEGY 
The whole urban design briefing process in 

Birmingham City Centre is governed by the 
City Centre Design Strategy produced by 
Francis Tibbalds and Partners in 1990. It is 
not a master plan, but a set of principles and 
considerations for developers, architects and 
the local authority. There are various themes 
running through the study of which a key one 
is "legibility" (making a city in which it is 
easy to find your way around). Birmingham 
is a confusing city in which it is easy to get 
lost. Hence the need for an urban design 
strategy to improve the legibility of the city. 
Again we see a process moving from a very 
broad urban design strategy into 
considerations of detail. 

At the broad level is topography. The city 
centre sits on a ridge, so the first point made 
in the strategy is that any high buildings 
should be concentrated along the ridge to 
create a recognisable centre, with lower 
buildings in the adjoining valley. In this way 
the City Centre is dramatised by the 
topography. This is backed up by clear 
policies on maintaining and strengthening 
views and land marks. People should be able 
to fully experience the topography of their 
city. Inner ring roads on elevated structures 
destroy old relationships between movement 
and topography. 

Moving from the strategic level to detailed 
considerations about legibility introduces the 
importance of corners of buildings as points 
of identification in a city. 

The canal system is Birmingham has great 
potential but it is hidden away. A hidden 
world. Part of the strategy is to give the 
canal a stronger presence in the framework of 
the city. It is possible to cross the canal on 

pedestrian cross links 10 allots'access 

to Snovs H i l l Station 

possible long-term redevelopment of 

Snovv H i l l to create strong visuul l ink 

lively and attractive street level activities 

along length of Snow H i l l , accessible 

directly from pavement 

usual device to emphasise arrival at 

Si Chad's 

remodelling of St.Chad's C i rcus to 

create public sguare in front of 

cathedral and boulevard approach to 

Colmore C ircus 

N o v Metro runs behind buildings to 

allow activities to front onto Snovv H i l l 

St Chad's Circus Gun Quarter 
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new frontage to Snow Hill 

Link to 
Lega l Quarter / 

^ u n Quar ter frontage r e n e w e d 
or e n h a n c e d 

redef ine 
street frontage 

Link t o * \ \ v 
C o n v e n t i o n , — 
Cent re 

Link to N 
Convention 
A r e a 

redef ine 
street 

corner 
feature 

Link to G a s Street 
and Convent ion A r e a 

main route f rontages 

main route frontages 
requiring e n h a n c e m e n t 

feature buildings/ 
landmarks 

new corner 
feature 

l andmark for 
reconstruct a r e a with s t a , i ° n 
deve lopment above 
tracks if possible 

retain if possible 
for landmark va lue 

Extract from City Centre Design Strategy produced by Francis Tibbalds & Partners 

bridges without being aware of its existence. 
The strategy states that bridge structures 
should be redesigned to provide a visual link 
between the canal and the routes above. 

It also advocates re-establishing street 
frontages where the inner ring road and 
modern developments on large plots have 
destroyed the urban form of the city. As the 
character of the ring road changes through 
down-grading it to a boulevard with 
pedestrian crossings, with the reintroduction 
of building frontages, it can become a normal 
city street. 

Lastly the unique character of each Quarter 
is analysed as a brief for developers and 
development control to re-enforce local 
identity. This too is part of creating a legible 

city where you know where you are when 
moving from one part to another. 

Finally a check list is provided - a set of 
considerations to be applied when 
undertaking any development in the city 
centre. 

The urban design strategy underpins the 
broad objective to make the city attractive, 
safer and more enjoyable, in order to attract 
more investment and encourage new 
businesses, tourism, and cultural activities, to 
create a stronger, richer regenerated city 
centre for Birmingham. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
How are the strategies to be implemented? 

Although the Urban Design Strategy was 

produced after the draft Unitary Development 
Plan was published, nonetheless the key 
elements were incorporated in the UDP prior 
to it going through the public inquiry process. 
The strategy therefore has a statutory basis 
for its implementation. Shortly before 
publication of the Urban Design Strategy, the 
City Council set up a new Department of 
Planning and Architecture with an urban 
design division, drawing upon the skills of 
architects in the planning and urban design 
process. Architects work with planners in 
their development control negotiations. 
Multi-professional project teams which also 
include economic development officers, 
landscape architects, and engineers tackle 
particular urban design frameworks like road 
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Top right: Victoria Square 
Bottom right: New Street 

corridor studies. The planning control 
process is supported by a design review panel 
set up to look at proposals and discuss them 
at an early stage, before schemes are firmed 
up. A series of internal seminars have been 
held where those with urban design skills 
talk about their work with development 
control and local planning officers to foster a 
deeper understanding of urban design 
throughout the department. 

The Urban Design Strategy is also being 
implemented by the Council through major 
projects which have been supported by 
European Funding. 

These projects which have greatly 
enhanced the "Public Realm", include 
Centenary Square, a new space that is 
regularly used for major events. The former 
subway under the ring road has gone and a 
new crossing takes pedestrians from the Civic 
Centre to the Square. 

Until recently Victoria Square was just a 
traffic junction. Now all the traffic has been 
taken out and it has been pedestrianised, 
creating a grand civic space, a space for 
people in Birmingham to meet. There were 
originally complaints that there would not be 
enough seats - but people are happy to sit on 
the steps, plinths, and walls around the 
fountains and cascade. 

New Street has been pedestrianised too, 
leading from Victoria Square down towards 
the Bull Ring. 

The Bull Ring itself was last redeveloped 
at the time when politicians and planners 
"knew best" and the motorcar was the future. 
In the late 80s a new scheme was proposed; 
the inner ring road would remain with a new 
bridge over it and the Rotunda was to be 
replaced with a new landmark building. The 
design was dictated by the needs of retail 
development and pedestrian flows were 
organised to create maximum values. The 
scheme has been abandoned - a casualty of 
the recession. 

The strong urban design strategies that the 
city has developed, the good internal 
procedures and working relationships with 
the community should help the city to find a 
better solution for the Bull Ring. It might 
even get applauded at a Conservative Party 
Conference! • 
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New Tools for 
Urban Design 

Alan Day describes new tools that are available 
for urban design. It is now commonplace for 
architects and engineers to use computer-
aided design (CAD) systems to create, 
visualise and communicate information about 
new buildings. Since their inception in the 
1960s these systems have become 
increasingly powerful and their role has 
expanded to simple drawing production to the 
creation of complex three-dimensional models 
which can be rendered to show exactly how a 
building will look. 

Alan Day is Director of the Centre for Advanced 
Studies in Architecture at the University of 
Bath 

The facility to create complex three 
dimensional models is clearly of interest to 
urban designers as groups of buildings, and 
the spaces they enclose, can be modelled as 
easily as single buildings. Some architectural 
practices have constructed computer models 
of whole areas of towns and these look 
promising for urban design purposes. 
However, the level of detail they contain can 
be highly variable as they are usually 
designed to act as a backdrop to more 
detailed models of proposed buildings. Some 
areas are modelled quite accurately while 
others are made up of simple blocks with no 
architectural detail at all. For those who are 
interested in the city as a whole this 
technique has serious limitations and a much 
more objective approach to urban modelling 
is required, akin to that used by the 
traditional map-maker where everything is 
represented at a consistent level of detail. 

Over the past five years more objective 
models have begun to appear and they 
indicate a future in which the visualisation 
capacities of the CAD model and the 
analytical power of the geographic 
information system can be brought together to 
provide new kinds of tools for urban design. 

EXISTING URBAN MODELS 
Researchers at the Architecture and 

Building Aids Computer Unit at Strathclyde 
University (ABACUS) have constructed two 
urban models which illustrate some of these 
features (Grant 1993). The first, an 
extensive model of Glasgow, has relatively 
little detail but can be used to index 
information on buildings and land use and 
perform calculations on quantities and 
relationships. The second model, of 
Edinburgh Old Town, has been constructed 
for the Old Town Renewal Trust in order to 
assist with the conservation and economic 
regeneration of the historic core of the city. 
This model is much more detailed than the 
Glasgow example and can be used to 
visualise changes to individual buildings and 
urban spaces. The Glasgow and Edinburgh 
models illustrate two of the ways in which 
computers can be used to aid the urban 
designer. The visualisation capacity of the 
Edinburgh model allows alternative design 
solutions to be tested and its realism is very 
helpful when it comes to communicating 
ideas to non-specialists. The Glasgow model 
references other kinds of information and 
allows that information to be brought together 

and integrated in ways which inform the 
decision-making process at an urban level. 
There is also a third kind of tool which can 
be added to these visualisation and 
information indexing capacities, that of 
providing intelligent assistance when it 
comes to the act of design itself. 

An example of an embryonic version of 
such a tool, known as the Urban Design 
Expert System was created to provide advice 
on the design of a public space (Merchant 
1992). The system initially offers the 
designer assistance by providing a range of 
appropriate visual precedents and, when the 
scheme is complete, it can be used for 
evaluation using criteria which can be 
specified by the designer. The scheme design 
is carried out within a CAD package and the 
geometrical information it contains provides 
much of the data for analysis by the expert 
system. At the moment such systems are 
fairly primitive and work best with 
constrained problems, but they indicate a way 
in which urban models can be enhanced to 
include design aids as well as more 
conventional analytic tools. 

These three features, visualisation, 
information analysis, and design assistance 
are all being incorporated into an urban 
model of Bath that has recently been 
constructed at the Centre for Advanced 
Studies in Architecture (CASA) at Bath 
University. The model was originally created 
for use in development control but is now 
being developed in a number of directions 
and is indicative of the kind of urban models 
that are likely to become available for UK 
cities in the near future. 

VISUALISING CHANGE 
In most historic towns, including Bath, 

there is particular concern about how new 
should relate to old. When new buildings are 
proposed there is a desire for public debate, 
but that debate can very easily be stifled by 
problems of understanding exactly what is 
intended and in assessing the impact of the 
proposal on its surroundings. Bitter 
experience has shown that slick 
draughtsmanship and a carefully contrived 
perspective view can all too easily fool a 
planning committee into thinking that a 
proposal is appropriate only to find, when the 
building is complete, that it intrudes on its 
surroundings in ways that were never 
anticipated. In order to address this problem, 
some twenty five years ago Bath Preservation 
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Trust commissioned a wooden model of the 
city as a vehicle for considering the 
implications of new developments. The 
intention was to alter the model in order to 
show change, but the expense and difficulty 
of doing this meant that it was never used in 
this way. Since then computer technology 
has developed to the point where it is 
possible to construct an electronic version of 
the wooden model, an approach which has 
considerable advantages. A computer model 
is inherently flexible and so change can be 
accommodated and detail added in order to 
visualise even very minor alterations. The 
viewing position is not restricted and can be 
brought right down to street level or even 
taken looking out from the window of an 

existing building. As computers are being 
used increasingly for architectural design it is 
not unusual for a planning application to be 
accompanied by drawings derived from a 
CAD model. If that model can be inserted 
directly into the urban model then views can 
be set up from any position, and by any party, 
thus removing one of the main limitations of 
current presentation techniques, the 
selectivity of the views which are submitted 
by applicants who only want to show their 
proposal in its best light. Parts of the model 
can also be supplied to designers who are 
working on sites in the city, thus giving them 
immediate access to an accurate representa-
tion of their building's immediate context to 
use from the earliest stages of design. 

THE BATH COMPUTER MODEL 
The 3D computer model for Bath, shown 

above, includes the whole of the Georgian 
city, most commercial and business activities 
and a considerable portion of the city's 
residential fabric. It was constructed using 
aerial photogrammetry, a technique which 
utilises stereo pairs of aerial photographs to 
input three-dimensional coordinates directly 
into a CAD system. One of the great benefits 
of this method is that fieldwork can be kept 
to a minimum thus allowing the construction 
of the model to proceed rapidly. As the 
photographs are taken looking vertically 
downwards, buildings that are difficult to get 
to, or are on private land, can be surveyed 
easily. The external form of a building can 
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New Tools for Urban Design 

be determined accurately and the roof 
geometry and details, such as parapets and 
chimney stacks, fully represented. The result 
is a model which accurately shows the grain 
of the city and which can easily be enhanced 
with elevational information taken from 
street-level surveys. 

The whole Bath model is made up of 150 
sub-models, each of which is about the size 
of a city block and these sub-models can be 
accessed separately or combined 
automatically to form the complete city. A 
3D terrain model was also constructed to 
show the countryside for ten kilometres 
around Bath to ensure that any views taken 
from the city centre include the rural skyline 
which is so important to Bath's setting. As it 
was important for architects' CAD models to 
be incorporated into the urban model it was 
decided to use industry-standard CAD 
software with well developed data exchange 
procedures and so AutoCAD Release 12 
running on 486-based personal computers 
was used to construct the urban blocks. 
Renderings and animation sequences were 
carried out in Autodesk 3D Studio running on 
a PC, or in Wavefront Advanced Visualiser 
running on a Silicon Graphics workstation. 

USING THE MODEL 
To date, the main use of the model has 

been for development control. In one 
example a school wanted to build a new 
sports hall on a sensitive sloping site in front 
of one of Bath's most elegant crescents. 
Planning permission had been refused 
previously and the city council planners 
recommended that the model be used by 
newly appointed architects to test a number 
of alternative strategies on the site. Three 
different schemes were modelled and a series 
of views and animations set up for each. In 
Bath there is particular concern about the 
impact of new developments on long distance 
views and so views of the site were set up 
from precise locations on the other side of the 
valley for each of the proposed schemes. 
Two meetings were held with the planners 
and client's architects to consider the results 
of the computer visualisation. It emerged 
that the long distance views were thought to 
be of less importance than the close-up views 
which clearly showed the negative impact of 
the new building on its immediate 
neighbours. All those present agreed that one 
of the solutions showed particular promise 
and this was then developed to a full 

planning application. 
Currently, when the model is being used 

for development control and a view or 
animation sequence is required,the planners 
have to contact the university and ask for the 
proposed building to be modelled and the 
images created. Although this system works 
well enough it constrains the use of the 
model by placing it at one remove from the 
end-user. The reasons for this are both 
economic and technical. The quantity of data 
contained in an urban model is large and a 
considerable amount of computer power is 
required for its manipulation. This is 
expensive for an organisation where 
computer-aided design equipment is a luxury 
rather than an essential working tool and 
where staff lack training and experience in its 
use. CASA is therefore developing an 
interface to the model which will allow end 
users to navigate around it, set up views and 
animation sequences, print out the results, 
and import and export urban blocks for use 
by designers. By providing these facilities on 
standard personal computers on a network the 
model will be made accessible and capable of 
being used in two ways; as a tool for 
designers to test out alternative ideas, and as 
a way of communicating these ideas to the 
public. 

URBAN INFORMATION 
As well as using the model for 

visualisation purposes it is also being 
developed to act as the core for an urban 
information system. This is being done by 
using software, called 'Microcosm', that has 
been developed at Southampton University 
and which allows links to be made between 
disparate sets of data. As Microcosm offers a 
way of linking objects in the model with 
other kinds of information it opens up the 
possibility of using the model as a way of 
organising large amounts of information 
about the city in order to create an urban 
information system in parallel with the 
visualisation model. The information held 
could range from text and photographs 
recording a building's history, through social 
statistics derived from the census, to data 
generated by an energy modelling package. 
Microcosm was originally designed to handle 
links between text documents but it has now 
been developed to handle all digital media, 
including sound and video. 

PLANNING GUIDANCE 
Currently under development is a 

computer-based planning information system 
which will take the visualisation capabilities 
that have already been developed and link 
them to a series of databases. The first will 
provide site specific information to guide 
prospective applicants on matters which 
should be considered when submitting a 
planning application, including illustrations 
of current best practice. The design 
assistance offered by this part of the system is 
directed towards the general public as it is 
believed that significant environmental 
improvements can be achieved by raising the 
design standard of the small alterations and 
extensions which make up the bulk of 
planning applications. The second database 
will contain a comprehensive record, in text 
and pictures, of previous planning decisions 
which illustrate why particular decisions 
were reached. This will be useful to the 
public and to development control officers 
who aim at achieving consistency in their 
decision making. Built into the system will 
be a feedback mechanism which will allow 
the public to browse through current planning 
applications, see critical ones visualised in 
the urban model, and offer their comments 
for entry into the database. This will widen 
the range of views that are received by the 
officers and committee members. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Large 3D computer models are becoming 

increasingly popular for urban planning and 
design. They provide a level of realism that 
can open up the planning process to public 
scrutiny and allow strategies for the future to 
be judged more effectively. Once created, 
such models can be used in other ways. 
Their legibility makes them ideal for 
accessing databases of information about a 
city and for co-ordinating information that is 
currently held separately. By linking 
visualisation models to applications which 
model other kinds of data, such as social 
statistics, energy-use patterns or traffic flows, 
they can be used to present this information 
in ways which make it more easily 
communicated and hence understood. There 
is also the possibility of reconstructing the 
historical development of the city as 
illustrated in the model of medieval Bath 
shown in Figure 2. More speculative urban 
proposals may also be offered for public 
comment and discussion, such as the scheme 

22 URBAN DESIGN QUARTERLY JULY 1994 



illustrated in Figure 3 which shows a new 
mooring basin for the River Avon in the 
centre of the city. 

Urban models offer something that has 
never been available before, a way of 
analysing the present and considering the 
future which is available to all. Just as the 
drawing is a tool used by the designer and, as 
such, becomes a way of thinking about a 
problem, so the urban model can become a 
way for the whole community to focus and 
articulate its thoughts on how urban growth 
and change might be accommodated. • 
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Urban Design 
Policies in Bristol 

Mark Luck and Ian White describe the way in 
which the evolution of urban design policy in 
Bristol must be seen in the context of the city's 
conservation experience. The battle to save 
the docks, historic buildings and areas 
threatened by highways proposals in the 60s 
and early 70s led to a consensus in the city for 
preserving and restoring its historic buildings. 
This consensus was confirmed by the 
publication in 1989 of the City Council's 
conservation policies. This was produced by 
the Urban Design Team and set out policies 
and guidance on the protection of listed 
buildings, alterations and extensions, and new 
developments in conservation areas. In 
essence it was detailed application of the 
guidance in DoE's Circular 8/87 (Historic 
Buildings and Conservation Areas - Policy and 
Procedures. 

Mark Luck and Ian White are members of the 
Urban Design team in the City Planning 
Department of Bristol City Council. 
Illustrations are taken from the Bristol Local 
Plan. Right: Local Context. 

Publication of the Draft City Centre Local 
Plan in 1990 broadened the context for 
design in Bristol, and asked the question 
which sort of city centre should there be? It 
answered with an urban design framework 
proposing major regeneration areas, 
encouraging architectural excellence and 
innovation, new city centre spaces and 
corridor streets that were to be a focus for 
investment and restoration. 

The development plan process created an 
opportunity to apply a design agenda to the 
city as a whole, and an opportunity for the 
Local Authority to address the often repeated 
criticism that design in Bristol was 
concentrated too much on historic buildings 
and conservation areas. 

Design policy in Bristol at that time was 
developed in a climate of increasing design 
awareness of design issues, Prince Charles 
had entered the frame and had broadcast his 
concerns. Francis Tibbalds had produced his 
ten commandments and that was soon 
followed by the Department of the 
Environment revising PPG1. This provided 
the legitimacy for the Bristol approach. All 
that had to be done was to translate these 
principles into design policy. 

The Bristol Local Plan Built Environment 
Chapter contains three types of design policy. 
The first is based on broad design principles 
covering the whole city, the second deals with 
specific issues such as housing and 
shopfronts and the third is the city's conserv-
ation policies. 

EMPHASIS OF DESIGN POLICIES 
This paper concentrates on the first group 

of policies, the broad urban design principles. 
When writing the policy it was borne in mind 
that good urban design is often about 
awareness of issues, about the ingredients 
that make up good quality townscapes which 
are responsive to the users. 

Policy B1 outlines the broad ingredients, 
and aims to set a clear agenda to clarify the 
design issues by which the City Council will 
assess an individual planning application. 

Topics outlined in the policy such as local 
context, accessibility, safety and security, 
layout and form are subsequently expanded 
into individual policies outlining further 
details of the principles. Supporting text 
justifies these principles and in this way the 
plan has an educational role in its promotion 
of good urban design. Most applications are 
not submitted by qualified architects so this 

educational role is an important aspect of the 
plan. 

LOCAL CONTEXT 
Top of the list is local context. The plan 

promotes development that respects its 
context and surroundings. This equally 
applies outside conservation areas. The 
objective is to create local identity and a 
strong sense of place. 

The City of Bristol is not a city of uniform 
character. The City Centre has an urban feel 
and vitality. In historic areas, the way in 
which buildings define streets and spaces is 
important. In suburban areas the landscape 
takes on part of the role of defining the 
streets and a very different character is 
established. Blaise Hamlet in the north of 
the city has a semi rural feel, whilst in the 
industrial areas along the Avon there is quite 
a different character. Also within the context 
of the city there are substantial areas of 
woodland and open space. 

The approach to local context is a reaction 
to corporate styles whether in the form of 
national developers repeating similar designs, 
i.e. housing estates that could be anywhere in 
the country, through to companies 
reproducing their identity through the use of a 
single design concept. In terms of context a 
plan cannot be prescriptive and the aim is to 
remind designers that they have to read the 
context and then respond accordingly. 

In the supporting text principles within the 
policy are expanded illustrating how the scale 
of a development affects the way it should 
relate to its context. At a larger scale, for 
example estates or major sites, issues of 
architecture are not as important as issues of 
long views, density and open space. At the 
other end of the scale such as extensions, 
architecture is emphasised and it is more 
important to look at the context of the 
building which is being extended, and 
detailed forms and things like mouldings are 
important. The policy and supporting text 
advises on how to respond to context in the 
form of broad principles and illustrations. 

In Bristol topography is an important and 
relevant consideration and the way in which 
buildings respond to the hillsides and use 
topography is crucial. For example on St. 
Michael's Hill, the buildings step down the 
hillside and redevelopment can be 
incorporated in that context. 

Another concept that is brought out in 
examining context is that of landmarks and 

24 URBAN DESIGN QUARTERLY JULY 1994 



background buildings. The policy seeks to 
restrict landmark buildings to appropriate 
uses and locations, in order to create a legible 
city. In Bristol internationally famous 
landmarks such as the Clifton Suspension 
Bridge and the University Wills' Tower give 
the City its identity. Not all office buildings 
should attempt to be landmark buildings. 
Background buildings are buildings which 
are not distinctive in themselves but 
contribute in their own way to identify spaces 
and streets in the city. 

In terms of responding to established 
landmarks and views across the City a simple 
but important principle is that the 
development should not obscure the 
background or the foreground. 

POLICY INGREDIENTS 
The basic policy puts context as its first 

guiding principle and then follows up with a 
number of other design considerations. 
These are the ingredients of good urban 
design, but where does the theory for good 
urban design come from? If you look at 
policies for accessibility the influence is from 
Bill Hillier and the Oxford Joint Centre for 
Urban Design, so there is an emphasis on 
permeability. However, access is not looked 
at solely in terms of access through an area 
but also access to it. In this case the 
influences are the Access Committees and 
various disability working groups. In recent 
times crime and fear of crime has had a 
significant influence on how the City Council 
considers the environment. Therefore, 
policies are drawn from initiatives such as 
'safer cities' and the work of Women's 
Committees. A wealth of influences have 
affected policies on layouts and forms. 
Cullen's ideas of contrast and identity are 
introduced. Movement and the relationship 
between spaces, streets and corridors are 
drawn from Lynch but expressed as a 
responsive environment methodology. 
Advice on building design draws upon 
theories of complexity and diversity, 
simplicity and variety. The work of 
Alexander has influenced the concepts 
evolved in visual appropriateness. The 
approach to landscape treatment is as much 
influenced by ecology, as it is on the theory of 
urban and landscape design. The green 
agenda is dealt with and energy conservation 
and sustainability are addressed. Following 
consultations there is now a percentage for 
Arts policy. 

Development obscures foreground 

Development preserves view 

Development obscures background 
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Urban Design Policies in Bristol 

A permeable environment allows convenient access to local facilities 

DETAILED DESIGN POLICIES 
If the supporting justifications for policies 

such as accessibility are examined, 
permeability is encouraged but is tempered 
with issues of safety and security, so the 
approach is to create a choice between 
convenient and safe routes. Designers are 
encouraged to consider direct desire lines. 
The protection of existing routes is also 
promoted and significantly there is no point 
in creating routes if everyone cannot use 
them, so access for all is emphasised. Ideas 
of safety and security are a recurrent theme 
throughout the urban design policy. 
Designers are encouraged to be aware of the 
principles that create safe, attractive and 
inviting routes and buildings are orientated 
towards these routes, allowing for 
surveillance. Complex notions of transition 
zones from public, semi-public and private 
spaces are dealt with in a simple and 
intelligible way that everyone can 
understand. With issues of safety and security 
it is not just surveillance and the character of 
routes and traffic issues and conflicts come 
into play. Pedestrian priority and traffic 
calming are dealt with in detailed 
supplementary guidance. 

Layout and form issues such as spatial 
definition, containment and enclosure are 
considered. Building lines if set back, should 
have meaning (i.e. create a proper forecourt 
not just make an arbitrary arrangement that 
so often occurs). The issues of public and 
private spaces are considered particularly 
with reference to the direct juxtaposition of 
the two. Height, scale and massing are also 
important issues particularly in relation to 
views in a historic context like Bristol. 
Guidance is given on the relationship 
between spaces, routes, contrasts and variety 
and the legibility that these characteristics 
provide. 

It is often thought that if policy is 
developed for building design then innovation 
or different building styles will be 
discouraged. Bristol's approach to building 
design does not prescribe any particular style 
and the approach is to promote buildings of 
visual interest at different scales. 

At the pedestrian level small scale detail is 
important especially for active street 
frontages and a rich pedestrian environment. 
Detailing a building should make it 
intelligible and legible and often the 
entrances are understated and signing is 
arbitrary. Designers should make a statement 
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of their entrance and consider signage at an 
early stage. 

Along with issues of visual interest is the 
importance of skylines. This is particularly 
important in a hilly city like Bristol where 
views down onto the roofs of buildings are 
common. Traditional skylines are 
appropriate in some but not all contexts. 

In terms of landscape, the first principle is 
that landscape treatment should be integral to 
the overall design concept. The Bristol 
approach is to emphasise landscape themes, 
be it rural, suburban or urban. The theme 
should reinforce the character of the 
development and local context and seek to 
protect existing landscape features. 
However, landscape should be appropriate to 
how it is to be experienced by individuals. 
Therefore in a movement space it would be 
appropriate to provide a great deal of detail. 
Within the landscape treatment issues of 
ecology are dealt with and designers are 
asked to recognise the ecological impact of 
the landscape treatment they propose and link 
wildlife corridors and natural habitats within 
development proposals. 

The plan also contains policies on 
environmental responsibility, which indicate 
how layout, orientation and materials can 
effect energy consumption. Sustainability is 
also considered in terms of the location of 
activities and the need to reduce vehicle 
movements. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The City Council's approach has been to 

establish recognised principles of urban 
design within the statutory framework of the 
Deposit Local Plan. However, it should be 
recognised that this policy framework is 
supported by further design guidance in the 
form of policy advice notes and site specific 
briefs. Policy advice notes further develop 
the principal policies suggesting a number of 
possible design approaches to inspire a 
creative solution. They are also intended to 
be flexible and responsive to change. Briefs 
interpret the design agenda for a specific site 
or area of the city. • 

Left hand page: 
Permeability Objectives 
Accessibility Guidelines 
Right hand page: 
Entrances and Signage 
Shopfronts 
Householder Guidance 
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Harbourside 
Case Study 

George Ferguson describes the work of the 
Concept Planning Group which is a group of 
three principals from local architectural 
practices, Alec French Partnership, Bruges 
Tozer Partnership and Ferguson Mann 
Architects. The Bristol Chamber of Commerce 
and Initiative asked for an urban design plan 
for the Canons Marsh area, thinking about the 
practicalities of development for Canons 
Marsh. 
In this exercise there was a total co-operation 
from the City Council. Canons Marsh is an old 
chestnut, 25 years of studies from that by 
Casson in the 1960s to the LDR study in the 
1980s; from abstract plans to isolated 
proposals. It is a 35 acre site, mainly used for 
car parking, it is derelict and partly polluted. 
The only thing that has happened so far is the 
Lloyds building. That probably happened 
because the site was in single ownership. 
There had been a total lack of urban design 
input. Now with the new name "Harbourside" 
there is an atmosphere of co-operation 
between the private and public sectors and a 
real desire to have a concert hall, a possibility 
that is tinged with justifiable optimism, 
particularly as it might be eligible for Millenium 
Fund and European grants. 

The brief followed from the 1992 report by 
the City Council on Harbourside. It is hard to 
disagree with the report, it has all the right 
words, but as well as words you also need a 
vision and a clear idea of how the public, 
developers and the city all fit into it. 

The group saw their task as flushing out 
the bones of the report and actually achieving 
development. 

The basic philosophy is that all 
development, except in some isolated cases, 
needs direction. This is inescapable, it is 
attractive to say that the market can do this 
but it cannot do it on its own. 

The group are attracted to the idea of a 
campus layout which, in a way, was begun by 
the Lloyds building. We also believe in the 
absolute need to define the sites by streets, 
with accompanying infrastructure to make 
them work. The car should be our servant 
not our master, wherever you look the car has 
ruled. There is a belief in familiar scale and 
spaces: the streets and squares which are so 
attractive in older cities. But we believe that 
you should not fall into a philosophical trap 
of coming down on the side of either Utopia 
or pragmatism, classical or gothic, planned or 
organic, socialism or capitalism, formal or 
informal, symmetrical or variety, new or 
conservation. The plan must be flexible and 
emerge from the place. This is why general 
aspirations are so often empty. It is 
encouraging that the three architectural 
practices working together, competitors in the 
real world, have come together with a unity 
of purpose and the belief that you can 
compete with the past. We must never say 
that we can't do it as well as it was done in 
the past. 

Part of the optimism is that we believe that 
you can build on the past; that the past can be 
used in modern planning. There is a belief in 
the Patrick Geddes proposition that any city 
must take heed of the circumstances of 
history and the needs of the present. Bristol 
has an organic medieval heart. Street 
patterns still prevail. The abbey is outside 
the city walls and was separated from the 
medieval city. The formal Georgian 
extensions took place in Queens Square, 
Clifton and Kingsdown. The Victorians 
spread further into the suburbs. Now we 
have offices, shops and large stores all 
relocating outside the city centre. The centre 
is now fighting back, Bristol is conscious of 
this need to fight back, but the Local 
Government system for Bristol is ridiculous, 

with the core of the city isolated and its 
planning dictated by surrounding local 
authorities. 

So we are left with the Cathedral on the 
edge of Canons Marsh. It has, as a result of 
road closures, an excellent setting to the 
north. There is a desperate need for a setting 
to the south but at the moment it is a car 
park, a train shed and gas works. This is a 
vital feature in the planning of Canons 
Marsh. It is also a very special place, it is an 
area that is still there for the taking but is 
actually attached to the city centre. It is a flat 
easy-to-develop site, so why hasn't it been 
developed? 

PROPOSALS 
The need for a setting for the Cathedral 

was recognised. It was felt that a Cathedral 
Quarter can be provided building on the fine 
structure of the Cathedral and provide Bristol 
with a definable cultural heart, because this 
is what Bristol lacks. 

The aims of the plan are primarily to raise 
the site value and attract development. Value 
is a spiritual as well as a financial matter. If 
you can sell the fact that it is going to be a 
better place then this would double the value. 
Value is top of the list to attract development 
and attract people to live here. We don't just 
want a place for students and housing 
associations. 

The plan aims to increase accessibility. 
Canons Marsh has historically been relatively 
isolated despite its large boundary with the 
city. This boundary is largely a busy road. It 
is important to provide bridges across the 
road and water and to create access across the 
site from all desirable directions. 

Using comfortable spaces, the streets and 
squares define clearly the parcels of land 
which will provide either sites for the Centre 
for Performing Arts (CPA) or a site for a mix 
of housing and offices. However, the plan 
does not define uses. It says that there is a 
site that is developable which will have all 
the policies and urban design guidance in the 
world, but without excellent architecture it 
will fall apart. The group's optimism is 
based on the desire by the local authority to 
see this achieved. 

Top Right: 
Concept for new Bristol Centre for the 
Performing Arts 
Middle Right: 
Proposed Market Square Harbourside 

George Ferguson is a Principal of Ferguson 
Mann Architects 
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Workshop Reports 

A series of workshops were held as part of the 
conference and six of these are reported. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUES 
Henry Shaftoe, Consultant to The Safe 

Neighbourhoods Unit, described the term 
"community safety" as being environments in 
which people feel safe and where both crime 
and fear of crime are not problems. There is 
a view that crime adds a certain frisson to the 
vigorous dynamics of urban living, but it 
would appear that most city-dwellers prefer 
to experience excitement in other ways that 
through risk of victimisation. 

Crime is a predominantly urban 
phenomenon; so what can we do about the 
urban fabric and organisation to reduce 
offending? 

Crime is a rag-bag of different actions or 
inactions that have been defined as offensive. 
Consequently there is no one "cause" of 
crime. The only common link between 
drunken brawls outside city centre pubs, 
shoplifting, drug dealing and graffiti-spraying 
is that they could all be defined as criminal. 

In the light of the above observations, it 
should be apparent that design guidelines for 
crime prevention will not offer the solution 
for creating safer cities. However, they can 
contribute to a solution, if they are reconciled 
with a range of management, economic and 
social improvements. For example town 
centre areas which have become blighted by 
occurrences of vandalism, theft and predatory 
crime may need to be revitalised by improved 
supervision, new facilities or accommodation 
to attract citizens back into the area, as well 
as good urban design that avoids vulnerable 
locations or predatory opportunities. 

You cannot design out crime - the built 
environment is essentially a passive backdrop 
to human behaviour and social interactions. 
People cause crime, not environments, and 
people are unpredictable and adaptable. 
Environments designed for one use may end 
up being used for another - benches for 
shoppers and the elderly in malls may be 
taken over by homeless alcoholics seeking 
somewhere warm and dry; town centre car 
parks may offer an ideal resource for joy-
riders and thieves. 

So how can you design an optimum 
environment for community safety? Firstly, 
refer to the guidelines that have been 

produced and are based on research, but do 
not be dogmatic in interpreting them. If 
possible do your own research and 
consultation with people who use, intend to 
use, or who avoid the identified environment. 
Appraise the context: current and intended 
use, variations in use according to time of 
day, week and season, levels and types of 
crime in the area, external influences from 
adjacent areas and transport patterns. The 
best you can achieve will be a built 
environment supported by the optimum 
number of users which is robust and 
adaptable enough to accommodate and absorb 
activities and uses which may change over 
time. There is no one blueprint for a safe 
community but there are many pitfalls to be 
avoided. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Geoff Davies and Richard Guise outlined the 
project in which they and Hugh Barton (all of 
the University of the West of England) are 
engaged. Briefly the project involves the 
compiling of a design guide useful for 
planners in development control and 
Architects, Housebuilders and others. 

It aims to distil principles and advice for 
achieving sustainable housing development 
from many fields of research and best 
practice. The topics covered range from 
locational decision making, mix of uses, the 
impact of environment friendly movement 
networks, site appraisal, layout and built 
form and the choice of structure materials 
and services. The team reported the results 

of a national survey of local authorities 
regarding their policies on sustainable 
development. From the 71% response rate it 
was clear that coverage was extremely varied, 
with most policy emphasis on wildlife and 
recycling and with very little on layout. 

Discussion centred on the likely level of 
genuine commitment to sustainability on the 
part of local authorities and their elected 
members. There was a feeling that there may 
be a danger of adopting a "green gloss" with 
little substantial evaluation of the 
consequences of policy on the built 
environment. There was a lively exchange of 
the consequences of policy on the built 
environment and an exchange of examples of 
decisions and appeals which bore out these 
claims. Attitudes by developers and public to 
slightly higher densities, terraces, mixed uses 
and more opportunities for convenient non-
car movement were crucial to the general 
acceptance of the approach. It was agreed 
that buildings themselves may not look so 
very different from many types today 
especially if they were super-insulated rather 
than relying on passive solar heating. 

The Design Guide, funded by the Local 
Government Management Board and the 
University will be available early in 1995. 

RURAL DESIGN 
Jeff Bishop (BDOR Ltd) ran a workshop on 

aspects of planning and design in rural areas, 
based on his practice's continuing work with 
the Countryside Commission. He described 
what can only be called an "urban design" 
approach to promoting and enabling better 
quality design in rural areas through 
intervention in different parts of the planning 
process. This is the antithesis of design 
guide approaches, being based on thorough, 
area-wide appraisal (Countryside Design 
Summaries) knitted into village level action 
(Village Design Statements) - both done with 
very wide involvement and the latter led 
mainly by local communities. This work is 
probably the most complete example - now 
tested - of the approaches being promoted by 
John Punter in his work for DoE. It attracted 
a lot of interest and some important and 
useful questions from the workshop group. 

This work will be reported more fully in a 
forthcoming edition of UDQ. 
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES 
Roger Ayton led this workshop which 

sought to focus on objectives. The papers 
presented had touched upon the 
implementation of physical design, the 
organising principles of physical change, the 
legislative context and the architectural 
presentation of ideas. The workshop 
provided an opportunity to consider where 
these aspects might be directed. 
Predominantly the views expressed, whether 
with respect to motives, priorities or means, 
reflected upon the changing value basis of 
Urban Design rather than the product. 

The several strands discernible in the 
development of Urban Design, can provide a 
creative diversity. But they may also threaten 
its emergence as a coherent body of 
professional concern. Threats may lie in 
fixed architectural form at one end, and 
prospective legislative confinement at the 
other. It is essential that these tools be 
developed to serve objectives. 

1 Giving form to the changeable aspects of 
environment - 'making places' 
Habitable places rather than fixed 
buildings and uses 

2 Promoting collaborative activity in shared 
space - 'soft planning' 
Changing events that give identity and 
value 

3 Maximising accessibility for the whole 
community - 'open city' 
Reducing privatising pressures and 
reclaiming shared places 

4 Promoting stable and sustainable environ-
ments - 'healthy city' 
Securing continuity and self managing 
places, safety and ecology 

5 Defining social and economic effects of 
action - 'impact evaluation' 
Directing intervention towards equity and 
cohesion 

6 Integrating public initiatives to agreed 
objectives - 'corporate policy' 
Maximising value and resources by 
agreeing targets 

7 Developing skills in other agencies (Non 
Govt Organizations) - 'subsidiarity' 
Supporting new professional/community 
initiatives, demystifying design 

8 Building social and cultural values into 
physical change - 'collage city' 
Using the design process as evolution not 

revolution 
9 Mandating public action through dialogue 

- 'participative design' 
Reinforcing Statutory Planning to secure 
public role in the process 

10 Making objectives understandable -
'articulating vision' 
Role of the Urban Designer is not value 
free 

QUALITY AND THE PUBLIC REALM 
Chris Pound introduced this workshop's 

discussion using themes from work in Bath 
on recovering quality in existing spaces. It 
was agreed to explore processes rather than 
detailed examples with the view to 
establishing how such processes might be 
applied elsewhere and to the creation of new 
spaces. 

The discussion concentrated on four 
themes: 
1 Identifying the function of each space. 

- identifying activities on and function of 
the spaces 

- correlating function with adjacent land 
use 

- agreeing its value 
- noting the role of land or activities just 

beyond the adjacent spaces 
2 Identifying the Sense of Place. 

- correlating sense of place with appropri-
ate materials 

- correlating with appropriate architecture/ 
design 

3 Creating coherence. 
- knitting spaces together with a language 

of streets (signs and symbols) 
- avoiding uniformity / exploiting contrast 

4 Tidying up. 
- removing appropriate clutter and 

improving flow 
- (it was felt clutter needed defining) 
The four processes overlap (as in a Venn 

diagram). The weighting given to any 
element will change from place to place but 
they all are necessary and relate to each 
other. 

URBAN REGENERATION 
A discussion paper prepared by Sam 

Romaya on Conservation and Urban 

Regeneration, formed the subject of this 
workshop and the group achieved a consensus 
of opinion on ten specific points. 

1 The legacy of many urban centres in the 
1980s has been that of decline, accentu-
ated by forces outside the planning 
profession. 

2 Urban Regeneration was perceived as the 
process of turning the liability of declin-
ing buildings, sites and infrastructure into 
an asset of desirable locations which 
would retain active socio-economic 
groups and attract inward investment. 
The Local Authorities act as enablers for 
this process. The Welsh Development 
Agency or Development Corporation 
were identified as very useful agencies in 
this process. 

3 Regeneration projects needed to be self 
sustaining, not just in the short term, but 
also in the long term, with commercial 
viability forming an important element in 
the evaluation process. 

4 Urban Design was recognised as a 
fundamental component in the Regenera-
tion process, being applied variously to 
the open space, the central area, the 
public realm, activity areas etc. 

5 There is a need for an understanding of 
the area's character, morphology, vision 
to generate a feeling of Community 
Ownership of the programme. 

6 Special consideration must be given to 
Density of Development, Mobility, 
Accessibility and Vitality. 

7 The system of Evaluation must incorpo-
rate a Balance between Value for Money 
and Social Need. But most important, 
the Regeneration programme must inspire 
confidence in the area. 

8 There needs to be a Legislative and 
Empowering procedure for the Implemen-
tation of the programme (such as the 
WDA and the Development Corporations 
mentioned above). 

9 There is a need to also learn from other 
experiences and experiments, particularly 
in Europe. The competition amongst UK 
authorities is likely to extend to a 
Europe-wide dimension. 

10 A successfully regenerated urban area 
would involve Urban Design Quality to 
achieve an enhanced Quality of Life for 
the residents and lead to a sound eco-
nomic base for inward investment. • 
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Book Reviews 

GIANCARLO DE CARLO 
Benedict Zucchi, Butterworth Architecture, 
Oxford 1992 £40 

Zucchi's monograph on De Carlo was 
published in 1992 and, although this review 
has been somewhat long in coming, this 
publication is too important to pass without 
comment in UDQ. De Carlo provides a 
critical link between the alternative to the 
dominant CIAM version of modernist 
urbanism, as typified in the Athens Charter of 
1933, and the "post-modern" critique of this 
modernism, out of which emerged the New 
Urbanism from the mid-sixties onwards. 

It is too easy to pass over the contribution 
of De Carlo and his colleagues in Team X 
made to this debate. As Zucchi points out, 
our understanding of the Modern Movement 
has been framed and distorted by writers 
such as Giedion and Pevsner who grossly 
simplified modernism's contradictions and 
ambiguities, preferring to limit the 
"authentic" tradition to the machine aesthetic 
of the International Style. All else tended to 
be lost, including the rich collection of ideas 
that Bruno Zevi grouped under the heading 
"organic architecture" and which, through the 
Italian rationalists Pagano and Persico, so 
influenced De Carlo. 

De Carlo's focus on the historical urban 
context of architecture, and concern with 
social issues such as community 
participation, owes much to the British town 
planning movement of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. In particular, he was 
influenced by the organic vision of historical 
urban growth and change portrayed by 
Patrick Geddes in Cities in Evolution. 

His method of careful site analysis draws 
directly on Geddes notion of "reading" -
gaining a sense of the site's "formal 
parameters of complexity" and building a 
mental map to guide strategic architectural 
intervention. This is best seen in De Carlo's 
chef-d'oeuvre, the Italian medieval hill town 
of Urbino, the prime focus of his urban 
design activities since 1958. 

Zucchi devotes one of the four parts of his 
book to Urbino, and gives an excellent 
exposition of De Carlo's method of design 
and his attempt to address the loss of urban 
memory, image and identity through his 
masterplan and sense of architectural 
invention. The famous archaeological 
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Giancarlo de Carlo and Waterfronts 

transformation of the Mercatale and the 
"urban surgery" of II Magistero warrant a 
chapter each and provide a useful postscript 
to De Carlo's own account of Urbino in his 
1970 book, Urbino: The History of a City and 
Plans for its Development. 

A further chapter deals with De Carlo's 
work on the new colleges of the University of 
Urbino during the 1960s, intended to form an 
alternative urban nucleus to the historical 
centre. This new complex Zucchi describes 
as emblematic of the themes of Team X 
where De Carlo, together with the Smithsons, 
Erskine, Van Eyck, Woods, Candilis and 
Bakema, explored the complexities and 
different scales of human use and behaviour. 
This subtle functionalism was sketched out in 
contradistinction to CIAM's "ideology of 
production", with its crudely simplified "four 
human functions". The corresponding 
hierarchies of urban form were intended to be 
"capable of mediating between the scale of a 
building and that of a city." 

The organic relationship of the complex to 
its hillside site owes something to the 
influence of Frank Lloyd Wright though 
Zucchi sounds a rather rare critical note in 
describing the unresolved relationship of the 
college clusters to one another. The problem, 
perhaps, arises out of the attempt, which so 
often plagues organic designers, to induce the 
variety and differentiation that occurs 
naturally at the urban scale, in the more 
instantaneous development at the building 
scale. The dialectical transformation of the 
natural into its opposite is something that De 
Carlo tacitly recognizes in his 
characterization of the Collegio de Colle as 
the "simulation of slow growth". 

This does not, however, undermine the 
importance and relevance of De Carlo's 
approach at the level of urban design. His 
progetto guida, or urban strategy, 
"underpinned by a series of specific 
architectural interventions", is most clearly 
summarized in the chapter on his recent work 
on the development plan for the small Tuscan 
town of Lastra a Signa. This builds on the 
sensitivity to the reciprocal relationship of 
architecture and urbanism. It involves clarity 
of method, which makes the process 
transparent to the local community, and the 
concept of piano-processo, process planning, 
whereby objectives are defined in time by the 
interplay of "reading" and participation, the 
interaction of images of spatial form and the 
pressure of real needs which reaches a 

condition of sufficient, if impermanent 
equilibrium. 

In De Carlo's terminology, "structure" is a 
key concept, providing the mediating 
organizational system between function and 
form. This implies both the invisible 
framework of the city's activities and 
historical and social interrelationships and 
the visible morphological counterpart of this 
framework. De Carlo has no time for formal 
typologies which "divorce (architecture) from 
the practical reasons underlying its existence 
and day to day use." The use of existing 
urban forms, one of the main preoccupations 
of De Carlo's work, inevitably involves an 
active process of design involving the user 
which "de-structures" the form from its 
previous use, and re-structures it in its new 
one. 

Zucchi's book provides a welcome 
updating of De Carlo's major architectural 
and urban projects, as well as the opportunity 
for the reader to explore his design 
philosophy through a commentary that is both 
lucid and theoretically informed (though 
altogether unburdened by its academic 
origins) and by reference to De Carlo's own 
words in his 1990 interview with Zucchi and 
his key 1970 essay, Architecture's Public, 
which is reprinted. 

Tony Lloyd-Jones 

WATERFRONTS: CITIES RECLAIM THEIR 
EDGE 
by Ann Breen and Dick Rigby 
McGraw-Hill £44.95 

We in the UK have a traditional image of 
the North American waterfront being a 
squalid, rundown, crime-ridden place as 
portrayed in the Marlon Brando film (On the 
Waterfront, 1954) but this book presents us 
with a new image of smart commercial, 
residential and cultural developments, 
attractive tree-lined spaces, sparkling 
marinas and colourful waterside festivals. 

While we in the UK have witnessed a 
similar transformation of our own 
waterfronts, we may not have a catalogue of 
achievements as extensive as those described 
and illustrated in this book on North 
America. Nobody to my knowledge has 
written a book which brings together the best 

in London, Liverpool and Bristol (among 
others) while this book on North American 
waterfronts draws together case study 
material from over seventy cities, including 
the three flagships, Baltimore, Boston and 
Toronto. 

The drawing together of material was made 
possible by the authors being co-directors of 
the Waterfront Centre, a non-profit 
organisation based in Washington DC which 
is dedicated to the careful planning and 
development of waterfront communities and 
which offers educational and advisory 
services, arranges conferences and workshops 
and produces publications (indeed, a sort of 
waterfront-based Urban Design Group). For 
the past five years the Centre has run an 
awards programme and most of the 
developments illustrated in this book are 
winners of their awards. 

The catalogue of developments is preceded 
by an introductory chapter which charts the 
history of waterfront regeneration. A 
combination of factors made it all possible: 
the establishment of the Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1970 and its air and 
water quality legislation, the growing interest 
in the preservation of historic areas, the new 
craze for health and fitness which inspired 
opportunities for waterside recreation, and 
the bicentennial celebrations of 1976 which 
sparked off a spate of waterside festivals. 

The good news about waterfront 
regeneration has been the contribution it has 
made to the revival of downtown areas and 
the reversal of suburban sprawl. The only 
bad news is that some of the earliest 
waterfront redevelopments entailed the 
construction of waterside roads which 
effectively severed land from water. 
However, the book draws attention to the 
recent removal of such roads in Portland, 
Oregon, and the imminent burial of such 
roads underground in Boston. 

The book should appeal to all with an 
interest in waterfront regeneration. It is well 
illustrated with photographs and maps of 
each case study (my only regret is that the 
maps do not include a scale). The authors 
came to the UK last year and addressed a 
conference hosted by the London Rivers 
Association in the Royal Festival Hall and it 
is hoped that when they come again they will 
have an opportunity to address the Urban 
Design Group. 

Tim Catchpole 
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CONSERVATION OF HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS 
Bernard M Feilden 
Revised soft cover edition. 
Butterworth Heinemann 1994 £29.50 

This book was first published in 1982, and 
now has been revised as an A4 paperback at 
a price that students can afford. Students of 
conservation are not necessarily young. This 
specialised niche of the architectural profes-
sion should have benefited from an initial 
grounding in general practice, but are likely 
to be relatively less well off during a period 
of additional training, and will welcome this 
key reference. It was certainly worth the 
trouble, and it is comprehensive and author-
itative. It has well stood the test of time. 

Pioneering works of this standard, are a 
benefit if circulated more widely, brought 
together at much labour. To make useful 
principles out of detailed case studies for a 
wider application is a rare skill needed in 
such guidelines. Much previously scattered 
information and multidisciplinary expertise 
on materials chemistry, building science and 
pathology, and specialist engineering, is 
reviewed authoritatively and drawn together 
to form general principles, vital for the still 
growing discipline of building conservation 
and the conservator. Examples are drawn 
from an international range of building 
heritage and cultural property up to the early 
19th century. 

The skills gained by Britain and Europe 
can well be exported to poorer countries, for 
example, rich but decaying World Heritage 
sites needing help not only in conservation 
techniques, but also in management and 
presentation. In contrast to the rest of the 
world, Britain is well endowed in 
professional resources, which even during a 
recession has lowered the earning of middle 
class architects. A growing specialist niche 
profession should still be needed to continue 
the use of existing built resources. 

The original section on Building Repairs 
has been excluded, as this area has been 
expanded in Ashurst's five volumes on 
Practical Building Conservation published 
by Gower Technical Press/English Heritage, 
1988. The eleven page valuable 
Bibliography has been substantially updated 
to 1993, includes a wealth of useful 
references, but is thin on later (Victorian) 
building construction of the 19th century 

(information on commercial buildings - iron 
and timber construction, industrial arch-
aeology), and new developments in environ-
mental control which are being pursued in 
preventive conservation of collections in the 
museum field. To be fair this area has 
correspondingly grown in the last decade - a 
reflection of the greater interest in and 
availability of these buildings, and the 
general growth of the "Heritage Industry", 
and for example the listing of twentieth 
century buildings by English Heritage. 

These comments and perspectives are 
relevant as a model for the Urban Design 
Group who are needing to consolidate their 
expertise from the different disciplines that 
bring together design, process, building and 
engineering. There are similar opportunities 
for a sister discipline for exporting skills 
abroad. An authoritative work is needed 
which brings together key references and the 
relevant parts of disciplines which go beyond 
the visual pyrotechnics of visionary 
architects, useful as these are for initially 
changing perception. Urban design thinking 
and practice needs to be properly 
underpinned by the analytical disciplines of 
city making, such as geotechnics, city 
services, building appraisal and reuse, 
'planning for real', city management and of 
course creative conservation techniques. All 
the sources of experience that can make 
urban design happen on the ground, and 
enrich good practice. 

Peter Eley 

ARCHITECTURE IN CONSERVATION 
Managing Development at Historic Sites 
James Strike 
Routledge 1994 

This book confronts, says the author, the 
debate about whether new architecture can 
stand successfully cheek by jowl with historic 
buildings. Stepping back from emotive, 
polarised positions, typically "historicism vs. 
modernism", he aims to provide a clearer 
understanding of the problems and solutions, 
an awareness of the issues, so that design 
decisions may be taken from a less emotive 
and more conscious viewpoint. 

Formerly an architect with English 
Heritage, now at Bournemouth University, 
Strike had to prepare critical, defensible 
reports where designs for new work on 

historic sites, the subjects of applications for 
listed building consent, seemed to be going 
wrong. The recommendations would be used 
by Inspectors to help the applicant produce 
something more acceptable. This led him to 
develop and test the concepts, in his own 
time, he is careful to explain, which he 
promotes in the book. 

It is a philosophical, as opposed to a 
technical treatise, a field which has, he says 
arisen only in the last thirty years, 
momentarily forgetting the contribution of 
Ruskin, Morris and other great Victorians. 
His explanation is that philosophical aspects 
such as marketing, visitor control, special 
characteristics of each site, whether to 
preserve as found or restore to a prior date, 
are different from and must precede 
"technical" matters such as whether to 
remove ivy from masonry or take up a 
nineteenth century floor from a medieval hall. 

Moving on to the obligatory quote from 
Morris, Strike's choice reveals at once his 
own preference for honest modernism over 
historical approaches when he has the 
founder of modern conservation stating in the 
1877 Manifesto of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings that any 
restoration which has to be made should be: 

"wrought in the unmistakeable fashion 
of the time... the many changes, though 
harsh and visible enough were by their 
very contrast interesting and instructive 
and could by no possibility mislead." 
Thinking that this did not quite ring true, I 

consulted my copy of the Manifesto to find 
that Morris had set this particular passage in 
the context of necessary repair or functional 
alteration, not restoration, which he 
interpreted as stripping back, on the flimsiest 
evidence or none at all, an ancient building 
such as a church, in order to return it to some 
imagined pre-existing "pure" state, thereby 
destroying the cultural value accumulated 
over centuries. He pleads for intervention 
only as a means of staving off decay; to raise 
a new building if the present one has become 
inconvenient rather than enlarge the old one, 
"that modern art cannot meddle with without 
destroying". 

The rest of the book is in part a review of 
the outline of the U.K. conservation system, 
practices in other countries, and numerous 
selected examples meant to illuminate 
Strike's theories as to why some modern 
buildings enrich their historic neighbours and 
some do not. There is a quest for the 
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Conservation and Japanese Gardens 

Zeitgeist, or Spirit of the Age through an 
attempted organisation of the dominant 
characteristics of successful examples. Thus, 
the chapter on Connections by association 
tracks Perception, Cognitive and Instinctive 
Actions, Buildings as Symbols, Ideas and 
Emotions, Layers of Meaning, etc. Often he 
expects, whether consciously or 
unconsciously quite a lot of his reader, having 
sufficient architectural background for 
example to digest a complicated point 
involving Peter Behren's (sic) AEG Turbine 
Hall in Berlin where it is not illustrated 
anywhere in the book, or being familiar with 
the Vaughan Williams motet, Lord, Thou 
Hast Been Our Refuge, with its "duality of 
his setting of psalm 90 and Croft's fine hymn 
tune St. Anne for Isaac Watts's words O God, 
Our Hold in Ages Past", so as to assimilate 
the point about how "the juxtaposition of the 
modern and the traditional settings enhance 
their distinctive characteristics". Time and 
again such references were liable to cause 
drowsiness after a hard day in the office or 
when trying to lift myself out of the mundane 
in my "cell" at York University after a day at 
the coal face of the ACO conference there. 

Later, parallels are drawn between the 
'replicants' of Ridley Scott's film 
Bladerunner and buildings which are copies 
of previous architectural designs, a recent 
phenomenon he suggests, incorrectly. More 
bizarre still are illustrations such as a 
housing scheme by Ricardo Bofill which 
typifies his use of distorted classical 
elements. Interesting subject for discussion 
though it might be, I did wonder what it was 
doing,utterly out of any context in a book 
which is supposed to be about Managing 
Development at Historic Sites. The coup de 
grace, delivered with the author's own hand 
is his praise of the Sainsbury Wing of the 
National Gallery, supported by a quote from 
the American critic Ada Louise Huxtable. 
Presumably no such dupes could be found 
this side of the pond. 

There is much importance about the 
subject of how to be sensitive to historic 
contexts, without limiting freedom of 
expression, and much food for thought in this 
treatise. However, some key issues are left 
out in the cold. The text and examples 
chosen avoid completely the question of 
whether, or in what circumstances existing 
buildings might be demolished to make way 
for new ones. Context is limited to the 
individual historic building or its setting. 

Townscape issues are avoided. Some 
examples seem to have no historic context, 
included only an account of what the author 
considers to be successful or instructive 
examples of manipulation of forms, 
materials, historical elements etc. 

Ironically, the initial rationale for the book, 
the debate about new architecture vs. 
historicism is probably a non-issue amongst 
the worldly, confident reader, or practitioner 
who seems to be the target. They have 
always recognised the difference between 
self-effacement and egoism, between 
innovation and novelty, between ornament 
and vulgarity. Trouble is, they don't always 
choose the path of righteousness. 

Jack Warshaw 

CREATING JAPANESE GARDENS 
by Philip Cave Aurum Press 1993 £19.95 

The book is nicely laid out, and it is well 
illustrated with large colour and black and 
white photos, reproductions of paintings, pen 
and ink drawings, sketches and plans. You 
get a good feel of what Japanese gardens are 
like. The accompanying text describes and 
analyses the composition of these gardens 
and reveals how they can be successfully 
recreated outside Japan. The author also 
includes some examples of his own work as a 
landscape architect to show what can be 
achieved in this field. 

It is a huge and complicated subject to 
tackle. Japanese gardens are designed as an 
interpretation and expression of 
philosophical, religious and aesthetic 
thinking, and over the last fifteen hundred 
years, very different styles have developed 
reflecting changing periods in Japanese 
history. Following an introductory chapter on 
the Japanese way, the author looks in turn at 
traditional garden styles, design principles, 
design elements and design and construction. 
Three appendix-style chapters offer a 
selected plant list, hardiness zones and a 
guide to materials. 

The author has spent some time in Japan 
researching his subject, and he has the ability 
to bring it alive with some delightful tales -
like the tea master who planted hedges to 
obscure a view of the Inland Sea. Only a 
guest bending over a water basin, dipping for 
water, would see the sea through a break in 
the hedges. However, on the whole, this 

book offers a limited appraisal of Japanese 
gardens, and it fails to provide the depth of 
understanding necessary to be able to 
recreate these gardens elsewhere, or to adapt 
ideas from them in an inspirational or 
meaningful way. 

For example, little information is conveyed 
about the scale of many of the gardens 
illustrated; this is surely a key element 
towards understanding the concept of 
miniaturization. And, rather surprisingly, the 
three - otherwise very useful - plans of the 
historic gardens show neither scale nor 
aspect. The chapter topics overlap: at times 
there is some reworking of information. 
There is obviously a lot to say about rocks 
and waterfalls and ponds in Japanese 
gardens, but how often does one need to be 
told to view a rock from all faces before 
placing it in its final position? Maybe it's the 
didactic tone 1 don't like. 

Of all the Japanese gardens which have 
been created outside Japan, the author 
focuses on his own schemes. One example is 
of a narrow garden squeezed between office 
buildings in London. Any illusion created 
there seems to be lost by the use of 
incongruous paving flanking the garden, and 
the brickwork wall: as the author points out 
earlier "the texture of a brick wall is really 
too distracting, and (it) is best rendered". 
And why didn't he tell us what the "moss-
like ground cover" actually is? 

But this book did succeed in making me 
want to find out more about Japanese 
gardens: I wanted to see what their modern 
gardens are like, their front gardens, and 
where the children play. I would like to see 
what their rakes look like. And apart from 
views of the Outer Hebrides and Mount Fuji, 
I would like to have seen some photos of 
their natural landscapes which have served to 
inspire to many gardens. • 

Annabel Downs 
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PRACTICE INDEX 

DIRECTORY OF PRACTICES 
OFFERING URBAN DESIGN 
SERVICES AND SUBSCRIBING TO 
THIS INDEX 

This directory provides a service to 
potential clients when they are looking 
for specialist professional advice on 
projects involving urban design and 
related matters and to students and 
professionals considering taking an 
urban design course. 

The ASH Partnership 
140A The Broadway 
Didcot ,Oxon 0X11 8RJ 
(also in Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Liverpool, Manchester) 
Tel: 0235 511481 
Fax: 0235 819606 
Contact: Simon Rendel MA (Oxon) MICE 
ALI 

Design of urban spaces and 
streets,feasibility studies for upgrading 
housing and industrial land and transport 
corridors. Tourism studies. 

W S Atkins Planning Consultants 
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road 
Epsom, Surrey KT18 5BW 
Tel: 0372 726140 
Fax: 0372 743006 
Contact: Joanna Chambers BA BTP MRTPI 

Multi-disciplinary practice of urban 
planners, landscape designers, transport 
planners, urban designers, architects and 
environmental planners, specialising in 
Master Plans, Development Frameworks 
and Concepts, Development Briefs, 
Environmental Assessment, 
Environmental Improvements, Town 
Centre renewal, Traffic Management and 
Contaminated land. 

Bell Fischer 
Landscape Architects 
160 Chiltern Drive 
Surbiton 
Surrey KT5 8LS 
Tel: 081 390 6477 
Fax: 081 399 7903 
Contact: Gordon Bell DipLA ALI 

Landscape architecture, urban design, 
landscape planning. Environmental and 
visual impact assessment. Concept 
design, detail design and project 
management. UK and overseas. 

Colin Buchanan & Partners 
59 Queens Gardens 
London W2 3AF 
Tel: 071 258 3799 
Fax: 071 258 0299 
Contact: Neil Parkyn MA DipArch DipTP 
(Dist) RIBA MRTPI 

Town planning, urban design, transport 
and traffic management and market 
research from offices in London, 
Edinburgh, Bristol and Manchester. 
Specialism in Town Centre projects, 
including public realm design. 

Building Design Partnership 
PO Box 4WD 
16Gresse Street 
London W1A4WD 
Tel: 071 631 4733 
Fax: 071 631 0393 
Contact: Richard Saxon BArch 
(Hons)(L'pool) MCD MBIM RIBA 

Transport design. Landscape design. 
Commercial development planning. 
Sports and Leisure planning. Industrial 
site planning. Educational campus 
planning. 

CAMP 5 
35 Alfred Place 
London WC1E7DP 
Tel:071 323 3717 
Fax: 071 580 6080 
Contact: David Rock BArch 
CertTP (Dunelm) RIBA FCSD FRSA 

Master planning and analysis, small town 
and village regeneration, physical 
planning, building and area enhancement, 
expert witness,architecture consultancy, 
policy formulation, marketing and 'making 
it happen'. 

Philip Cave Associates 
5 Dryden Street 
Covent Garden 
London WC2E 9NW 
Tel: 071 829 8340 
Fax: 071 240 5800 
Contact: Philip Cave BSc Hons MA (LD) 
ALI 

Design led practice seeking innovative yet 
practical solutions. Large scale site 
planning through to small scale detailed 
design - from studies to constructed 
projects. Specialist experience in 
landscape architecture. 

Edward Cullinan Architects Ltd 
The Wharf, Baldwin Terrace 
London N1 7RU 
Tel: 071 7041975 
Fax: 071 354 2739 
Contact: John Romer 

Designing buildings and groups of 
buildings within urban or rural contexts. 
The relationship to existing buildings and 
the making of spaces between buildings is 
of particular importance to us, in the 
struggle to re-establish the civic place. 

DEGW London Ltd 
Porters North 8 Crinan Street 
London N1 9SQ 
Tel: 071 239 7777 
Fax: 071 278 3613 
(also at Glasgow, Manchester, Berlin, 
Brussels and other European cities) 
Contact: Ken Baker DipArch RIBA 

Planning and Urban Design across Europe. 
Urban regeneration strategies. Civic 
Design. New communities and green field 
development. Research and briefing for 
complex projects. 

ECD Architects and Energy 
Consultants 
11-15 Emerald Street 
London WC1N3QL 
Tel: 071 405 3121 
Fax: 071 405 1670 
Contact: David Turrent BArch RIBA 

ECD Architects specialise in the design of 
energy efficient buildings and advise on 
the environmental aspects of new 
developments using the Breeam 
assessment method. 

EDAW CR Planning 
80-82 Grays Inn Road 
Holborn 
London WC1X8NH 
(also at Glasgow and Colmar, France) 
Tel: 071 404 6350 
Fax: 071 404 6337 
Contact: David Keene BA Dip TP MRTPI 
Jason Prior BA Dip LA ALI 

EDAW CR Planning are part of the 
international EDAW Group providing 
urban design, land use planning, 
environmental planning and landscape 
architecture services throughout the UK 
and Europe. We offer particular expertise 
in market driven development 
frameworks, urban regeneration, 
masterplanning and implementation. 

Roger Evans Associates 
School Studios 
Weston on the Green 
Oxford OX6 8RG 
Tel: 0869 350096 
Fax: 0869 350152 
Contact: Roger Evans MA DipArch DipUD 
RIBA MRTPI 

A specialist urban design practice 
providing services throughout the UK. 
Expertise in urban regeneration, 
development frameworks, master 
planning, town centre improvement 
schemes and visual impact assessment. 

Terry Farrell and Company 
17 Hatton Street 
London NW8 8PL 
Tel: 071 258 3433 
Fax: 071 723 7059 
Contact: Susan Dawson DipArch RIBA 

Architectural, urban design and planning 
services. New buildings, refurbishment, 
restoration and interiors,masterplanning 
and town planning schemes. Retail, Con-
ference Centres, Exhibition Halls, Offices, 
Railway infrastructure and Railway Devel-
opment, Art Galleries, Museums. Cultural 
and Tourist buildings, Television Studios, 
Theatres, Housing, Industrial Buildings. 

FaulknerBrowns 
Dobson House 
Northumbrian Way 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 0QW 
Tel: 091 268 3007 
Fax: 091 268 5227 
Contact: Neil F Taylor BA (Hons) DipArch 
(Dist) RIBA MBIM 

Urban Design, Environmental and 
Economic Regeneration, Masterplanning, 
Development and Implementation 
Strategies. 

Gillespies 
2 Park Terrace 
Glasgow G3 6BY 
(also at Manchester and Oxford) 
Tel: 041 332 6742 
Fax: 041 332 3538 
Contact: B M Evans MSc BSc Hons 
Dip URP MRTPI MCSD 

Environment by Design - the Practice 
philosophy provides clients with creative 
and sustainable solutions and a 
commitment to excellence from inception 
to completion in Planning, Urban Design, 
Landscape Architecture, Architecture, 
Graphic Design and Ecology. 
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Greater London Consultants 
127 Beulah Road 
Thornton Heath 
Surrey CR7 8JJ 
Tel: 081 7681417 
Fax: 081 771 9384 
Contact: Dr John Parker DipArch ARIBA 
DipTP FRTPI FRSA 

Services focus on architectural and urban 
design aspects of planning and environ-
ment including: photo-montage studies 
especially high building proposals, site 
investigation, traffic, applications, appeals, 
marinas, ElA's, feasibility, development 
schemes, conservation and security 
schemes. 

Halcrow Fox and Associates 
44 Brook Green 
Hammersmith 
London W6 
Tel: 071 6031618 
Fax: 071 603 5783 
Contact: Asad A Shaheed BA Arch MArch 

Area and site planning, town centre 
renewal, waterfront regeneration, traffic 
calming studies, conceptual design, visual 
impact assessment. 

Hunt Thompson Associates 
79 Parkway 
London NW1 7PP 
Tel: 071 485 8555 
Fax: 071 4851232 
Contact: John Thompson MA DipArch 
RIBA 

Architects and urban designers 
specialising in the problems of physical, 
social and economic regeneration with an 
innovatory approach to participatory 
community involvement. 

Derek Latham & Co 
St Michaels 
Derby 
DE1 3SU 
Tel: 0332 365777 
Fax: 0332 290314 
Contact: Mark Strawbridge 

Innovative Conservation, Urban Design, 
Architecture, Planning, Landscapes and 
Interiors. Problem solving by design. 

LEITHGOE Landscape Architects and 
Environmental Planners 
6 Southernhay West 
Exeter EX11JG 
Tel: 0392 210428 
Fax: 0392 413290 
(also London tel: 071 229 6469) 
Contact: Andrew Leithgoe DipLA FLI 

Landscape Assessment, Planning, 
Design and Maintenance. Hard and soft 
Landscape solutions. Experienced in 
working with Architects and Engineers. 
Clients include PSA/DoE, Local 
Authorities, Property Institutions, 
Universities, Private clients. 

Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Ltd 
Star House 
104- 108 Grafton Road 
London NW5 4BD 
Tel: 071 485 8795 
Fax: 071 482 4039 
(also in Newcastle upon Tyne) 
Contact: Nicholas Thompson BA BPI MA 
(UrbDes) MRTPI and lain Rhind BA MPhil 
DipUD (Dist) MRTPI 

Independent planning, urban design and 
economics consultancy,combining analysis 
with creativity. Masterplans: all sites, all 
uses. Residential schemes. Town centres. 
Visual appraisal. Conservation. 

Livingston Eyre Associates 
7-13 Cottons Gardens 
London E2 8DN 
Tel: 071 7391445 
Fax: 071 729 2986 
Contact: Katherine Melville RIBA ALI 

The design of the space between 
buildings in urban or rural contexts; 
master planning and feasibility studies; 
rehabilitation and regeneration of the 
urban landscape; building the places we 
design. 

Llewelyn-Davies 
Brook House 
2 Torrington Place 
London WC1E7HN 
Tel: 071 637 0181 
Fax: 071 637 8740 
Contact: Jon Rowland AADipl MA RIBA 
and David Walton BA MRTPI FIHT 

Architecture, planning, urban design and 
regeneration, site appraisal and context 
studies, strategic landscaping. 

David Lock Associates Ltd 
50 North Thirteenth Street 
Central Milton Keynes 
Milton Keynes MK9 3BP 
Tel: 0908 666276 
Fax: 0908 605747 
Contact: Will Cousins DipArch DipUD 
RIBA 

Strategic planning studies, public 
inquiries, urban regeneration projects, 
master plans, area development 
framework plans, environment 
statements. 

MacCormac Jamieson Prichard 
9 Heneage Street 
Spitalfields 
London E1 5LJ 
Tel: 071 377 9262 
Fax: 071 247 7854 
Contact: David Prichard BSc DipArch 
(Lond) RIBA 

Master-planning, development briefs, 
urban regeneraion studies, land use 
studies, rural settlements. Planning in 
historic and sensitive sites. 

Andrew Martin Associates 
Croxton's Mill, Little Waltham 
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3PJ 
Tel: 0245 361611 
Fax: 0245 362423 
Contact: Andrew Martin MAUD DipTP 
(Distinction) FRICS FRTPI 

Strategic, local and master planning, 
project co-ordination and facilitation, 
development briefs and detailed studies, 
historic buildings and conservation. 
Comprehensive and integrated planning of 
new and expanded communities, 
including housing, employment, shopping, 
recreation and leisure, transport and 
environmental considerations. 

Robert MacDonald Associates 
76 Haverstock Hill 
London NW3 2BE 
Tel: 071 2841414 
Fax: 071 267 9976 
Contact: Robert MacDonald BA(Hons) 
DipArch (Dist) RIBA 

Robert MacDonald Associates combine 
the skills of urban design masterplanning, 
housing and new communities, beneficial 
re-use studies for land disposal, planning 
negotiations and architecture. 

Peter McGowan Associates 
The Schoolhouse 
4 Lochend Road 
EdinburghEH6 8BR 
Tel: 031 555 4949 
Fax: 031 555 4999 
Contact: Peter McGowan DipLA MA (UD) 
ALI 

Landscape architecture and urban design: 
planning and design. Highways, 
pedestrianisation and traffic calming. 
New town development. Urban parks and 
spaces. Sea fronts. Urban Renewal. 
Landscapes for housing and industry. 

Anthony Meats Urban Design 
3 High Street 
Taplow 
Bucks SL6 6FX 
Tel: 0628 666334 
Fax; 0628 602676 
Contact: Anthony Meats AA DipL RIBA 
FRSA 

Urban design, tourism and development 
planning, conservation and townscape 
studies, conceptual design. 

Urbanologists MPT Associates 
Penthouse Studio, Haresfield House 
Brookfield, Wingfield Road 
Trowbridge Wilts BA14 9EN 
Tel: 0225 751166 
Fax: 0225 751166 
Contact: Michael Tollit PG Dip UD 
Dip Arch (Leic) BA(Hons) ARIBA 
Minst Env Sc 

Site development research, 
EA Analysis, transport, 
landscape, master planning, 
urban design, architectural, 

historical, geographical 
interpretation, tourism 
market research surveys. 

NFA 
Falcon House, 202 Old Brompton Road 
London SW5 0BU 
Tel: 071 259 2223 Fax: 071 259 2242 
(also at Bangkok, Beijing, Hong Kong, 
Kuala Lumpur, Los Angeles, 
Melbourne, Paris, Singapore, Vietnam) 
Contact: Peter Verity MArch MCP (Penn) 
RIBA 

Architectural, Urban Design, Planning, 
Landscaping services internationally. 
Development Planning, Urban 
Regeneration, New Communities, 
Waterfront Regeneration, Tourism 
Planning and Design. 

37 URBAN DESIGN QUARTERLY JULY 1994 



PRACTICE INDEX 

Terence O'Rourke pic 
Everdene House 
Wessex Fields, Deansleigh Road 
Bournemouth BH7 7DU 
Tel: 0202 421142 
Fax: 0202 430055 
Contact: Terence O'Rourke DipArch 
(Oxford) DipTP RIBA MRTPI 

Planning and Design Consultancy 
specialising in land use planning, 
landscape architecture, ecology, 
environmental assessment and urban 
design. Development Briefs, Master 
Plans, Urban Regeneration, Town 
Studies, Conservation and Public Realm 
Strategies. 

PRP Architects 
82 Bridge Road 
Hampton Court 
East Molesey 
Surrey KT8 9HF 
Tel: 081 941 0606 
Fax: 081 7831671 
Contact: Peter Phippen 
OBE DipArch (RWA) RIBA 

Social and private housing development, 
special needs housing, including housing 
for elderly people, mentally handicapped 
and single people, healthcare, urban 
redevelopment. 

EDUCATION INDEX 

DIRECTORY OF COURSES PROVIDING 
URBAN DESIGN EDUCATION AND 
SUBSCRIBING TO THIS INDEX 

University of the West of England, 
Bristol 
Faculty of the Built Environment 
Frenchay Campus 
Coldharbour Lane 
Bristol BS161QY 
Tel: 0272 656261 
Fax: 0272 763895 
Contact: Richard Guise 
MA/Postgraduate Diploma course in 
Urban Design. Part time 2 days per 
fortnight for 2 years, or individual 
programme of study. Project based 
course addressing urban design issues, 
abilities and environments. 

Taylor Young Urban Design 
The Studio 
51 Brookfield 
Cheadle 
Cheshire SK81ES 
Tel: 061 491 4530 
Fax: 061 491 0972 
Contact: Stephen Gleave MA DipTP (Dist) 
DipUD MRTPI 

Urban Design, Planning and 
Development. Public and Private Sectors. 
Town studies, housing, commercial, 
distribution, health and transportation 
represent current 'live' projects. Specialist 
in Urban Design Training. 

Rothermel Thomas 
5 Cowcross Street 
London EC1M 6DR 
Tel: 071 490 4255 
Fax: 071 490 1251 
Contact: James Thomas BA (Arch) DipTP 
FRIBA FRTPI FRSA FIMgt 

Urban design, conservation, historic 
buildings, planning, architecture. Expert 
witness at planning inquiries. 

Edinburgh College of Art/Heriot Watt 
University 
School of Architecture 
Lauriston Place 
Edinburgh EH3 9DF 
Tel: 031 221 6071/6072 
Fax: 031 221 6606/6157 
Contact: Robert Smart 
Diploma in Urban Design: 1 year full time 
or 3 years part time. MSc in Urban 
Design: 1 year full time or 3 years part 
time plus 1 year part time. Recognised by 
the RIBA for the RIBA Urban Design 
Diploma. 

University of Greenwich 
School of Architecture and Landscape 
Oakfield Lane 
Dartford DA1 2SZ 
Tel: 081 316 9100 
Fax: 081 316 9105 
Contact: Philip Stringer 
MA in Urban Design for postgraduate 
architecture and landscape students, full 
time and part time with credit 
accumulation transfer system. 

Shepheard Epstein and Hunter 
Architecture Planning and Landscape 
14-22 Ganton Street 
London W1V1LB 
Tel: 071 734 0111 
Fax: 071 434 2690 
Contact: Steven Pidwill Dip Arch RIBA 
Eugene Dreyer MA (City and Regional 
Planning) 

Architecture, master-planning, landscape, 
urban design, computer modelling, 
environmental statements, planning-for-
real, public consultation, development 
consultancy. 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill Inc. 
46 Berkeley Street, London W1X 5FP 
Tel: 071 930 9711 
Fax: 071 930 9108 
(also Chicago, New York, Washington, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Hong 
Kong) 
Contact: Roger Kallman 
International multi-disciplinary practice. 
Master Planning, Landscape Architecture, 
Civil Engineering and Urban Design. 
Project types: urban regeneration 
schemes, business park master plans, 
university campus design, transportation 
planning. Associated services: 
environmental impact assessments, 
design guidelines, infrastructure 
strategies. 

School of the Built Environment 
Liverpool John Moores University 
98 Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool L3 5UZ 
Tel: 051 231 3209 
Fax: 051 709 4957 
Contact: Professor Chris Couch 
MSc/Diploma in Urban Renewal (Urban 
Regeneration & Urban Design) 1 year full-
time or 2 years part-time. 

University of Liverpool 
Dept of Civic Design 
Abercromby Square 
PO Box 147 
Liverpool L69 3BX 
Tel: 051 794 3119 
Fax: 051 794 3125 
Contact: Michael Biddulph 
Diploma in Civic Design.: 21 months full 
time or 33 months part time. Master in 
Civic Design: 2 years full-time / 3 years 
part time. 

Tibbalds Colbourne Karski Williams 
Monro Ltd 
31 Earl Street 
London EC2A 2HR 
Tel: 071 377 6688 
Fax: 071 247 9377 
(also at Glasgow) 
Contact: Andrew Karski BA (Hons) MSc 
(Econ) FRTPI 

Multi-disciplinary practice of architects, 
planners, urban designers, landscape 
designers, tourism specialists and interior 
architects. The firm provides consultancy 
services to institutional, public sector and 
corporate clients. 

Travers Morgan Environment 
2 Killick Street 
London N1 9JJ 
Tel: 071 278 7373 
Fax: 071 278 3476 
Contact: Marie Burns BA (hons) MAUD 
Dipl. LA ALI 

Multidisciplinary Practice of urban 
designers, landscape architects, planners, 
ecologists, noise and air pollution 
expertise - undertaking environmental and 
visual impact assessments, traffic calming 
studies; town centre and waterfront 
regeneration schemes, contamination 
remediation, new build housing and estate 
refurbishment. 

University of Newcastle upon Tyne 
Department of Town and Country 
Planning, Claremont Tower 
University of Newcastle 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7RU 
Tel: 091 222 7802 Fax: 091 222 8811 
Contact: Dr Ali Madani-Pour (Town & 
Country Planning) or Bill Tavernor 
(Architecture) 
MA/Diploma in Urban Design. Joint 
programme by Dept of Town and Country 
Planning and Dept. of Architecture, on full 
time, part time, or certificate accumulation 
bases. Integrating knowledge and skills 
from town planning, architecture, and 
landscape design. Alternative routes 
leading to major design or dissertation. 

Oxford Brookes University (formerly 
Oxford Polytechnic) 
Joint Centre for Urban Design 
Headington, Oxford OX3 0BP 
Tel: 0865 819403 
Fax: 0865 483298 
Contact: Dr Georgia Butina or Ian Bentley 
Diploma in Urban Design 6 months full 
time or 18 months part time. MA in Urban 
Design 1 year full time or 3 years part 
time. MPhil/PhD by research (full time and 
part time). 
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ENDPIECE 

Urban Initiatives 
35 Heddon Street 
London W1R7LL 
Tel: 071 287 3644 
Fax: 071 287 9489 
Contact: Kelvin Campbell BArch RIBA 
MRTPI MCIT FRSA 

Urban design, transport planning, 
infrastructure and development planning 
to include master planning, town centre 
studies, conservation, environmental 
improvements, traffic calming and design 
guidelines. 

WML International Ltd 
Westgate House 
Womanby Street 
Cardiff 
South Glam CF1 2UA 
Tel: 0222 231401 
Fax: 0222 374690 
(also at 55-65 Whitfield Street 
London W1P5RJ) 
Contact: Mr Gordon Lewis BSc BArch 
RIBA 

Land planning, urban design, architecture, 
urban regeneration, masterplanning and 
development strategies. 

University of Strathclyde 
Dept of Architecture and Building 
Science 
Urban Design Studies Unit 
131 Rottenrow Glasgow G4 0NG 
Tel: 041 552 4400 ext 3011 
Fax: 041 552 3997 
Contact: Dr Hildebrand W Frey, Director, 
Urban Design Studies Unit 
UDSU offers its Postgraduate Course in 
Urban Design in CPD, Diploma and MSc 
modes. Topics range from the influence 
of the city's form and structure on 
balanced development to the design of 
public spaces. 

A standard entry which consists of the 
name, address, telephone and fax 
numbers of the practice or school 
together with six lines describing a 
practice's or a course's specialisms 
involves a subscription of £80 
covering four issues. 
Those wishing to be included in future 
issues should contact John Billingham 
26 Park Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 
1DS. Tel 0235 526094. 

Land Use 
Planning 
Bob Jarvis 

In a different place, at the 
wrong time, as a visitor, as 
a stranger you realise 
'design' isn't always the 
answer. The bits you've 
learned as wrong work 
better and 'design' sits 
absurdly on the 
surface,won't get you a 
drink or keep you warm. 

These are a few postcards 
home from visits allowed by 
South Bank University 
Field Trip Funds; Andrea 
Lane helped arrange them. 

ATLAS BAR CAFE 

It was about seven thirty, and 
raining hard. 

The Atlas Bar Cafe was the only 
place around. 

It had halogen uplighters, and 
nice sprung floor, light 
polished ash, I think, 

beige distressed walls, grey 
green painted iron beams (you 
could count the rivets), 

and some abstract prints on the 
walls. 

Behind the bar were lines of 
foreign beers and a whole 
colour chart of liqueurs. 

The music was OK, too. 
I was looking for a twenty-four 

hour city, 
but I sat waiting, on one of the 

blue ply chrome leg chairs, at 
one of the round polished 
chrome tables 

for nearly half an hour. 
No one served me. 
I guess I was too early. 
The twenty four hour city hadn't 

started yet. 
Anyway I'd got a headache. 

IN THE PAST 

In the past there was a future. 
The future would have been: 
rectangular, with bridges; 
a three-D grid, part filled, part 

void; 
quite good fun in a mild English 
constructivist sort of way. 
OK for students anyhow. 
There 's a fair bit of it still 

around, 
but it never all got joined up; 
there are gaps in it, 
like the money ran out 
or the bits didn't arrive 
or they walked off the job, half 

done. 
And the rest of the place instead 

of trying to catch up, 
has gone off in another direction, 
dressed in Granny's clothes. 
Or just waited a few decades to 

think about it first, 
and meanwhile is doing well 

enough as a copy shop, off-
licence and general store, 

or even as a poster site, 
since no one knows what else to 

do right now, 
and it works, more or less. 

IN THE FUTURE 

From a distance it seems OK. 
From a whole landscape of 

viaducts 
it curves down and around the 

train shed, 
just another speculators spur. 
Except not even the boldest 

investor 
ever built a branch line to a hotel 

porte-cochere 

At a glance the red brick and 

stone dressings with dark blue 
bands is just right, a bit clean 
though 

But the brickwork is all stretch-
ers, 

the arch is too flat and has no 
padstone 

and the stone inset panel appears 
to carry the pier above. 

Close up, underneath and from 
behind 

you can see the concrete frames 
and beams 

that take the load. 
In the future, the past is only one 

brick deep. 

MORPHOLOGY 
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Upwind, and on the map: 
there's nothing different. 
The stub ends of terrace grids, 

returns and cross end blocks, 
adjusted to the slight curve of 
an older route out of town. 

On the west side of flat over shop 
units, 

set back a straight chord to the 
road. 

On the east, tile faced offices, 
three storeys, 1930s? 

No car parks, no wasted ground 
(except one derelict shell). 
The backyards mostly built over 

or filled with stores, 
the upper floor storage or offices 

in the central blocks, 
residential at the ends. 
New fascia boards, window 

frames and doorways, 
plastic Dutch blinds, projecting 

illuminated signs, a few bits of 
rebuilding or refronting. 

There is a rich vocabulary of 
critical design disdain for this 
radial road vernacular. 

Until late on Friday, and you 
can't decide whether to make 
it Balti or Tandoori 

and eat the sweet in or take away. 
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URBAN 
DESIGN 
GROUP 

forum for architects, town planners, engineers & landscape architects 

The Urban Design Group, founded sixteen years ago, has 
been established to provide high standards of performance 
and inter-professional cooperation in planning, 
architecture, urban design, and other related disciplines; 
and to educate the relevant professions and the public in 
matters relating to urban design. Membership is made up 
of architects, planners, landscape architects, engineers, 
surveyors, historians, lawyers, photographers, in fact 
anyone interested in the quality of our built environment. 
Local authorities, practices, and universities are also 
members. The U.D.G. runs a series of public lectures, 
workshops and other events which are valid for C.P.D. 
The Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture has attracted such 
speakers as Leon Krier, Peter Hall, Sir Roy Strong, and Sir 
Philip Dowson. Annual study tours are also organised. 
The U.D.G. publishes a quarterly magazine dealing with 
urban design issues and an Urban Design Source Book 
which identifies urban design practices, courses and 
members. The U.D.G. is working closely with the R.T.P.I. 

to raise the profile of urban design. It has reciprocal 
membership with a number of complementary 
organisations including Vision for London, and the British 
Urban Regeneration Association (B.U.R.A.). The U.D.G. 
has set out an agenda aimed at explaining urban design 
and how, using urban design principles, the quality of the 
environment can be raised. These principles are 
encapsulated in the U.D.G.s "The Good City". The Urban 
Design Group continues to grow. Membership is national, 
and each region has its own convenor, who organises local 
events. The subscription is £25 per year with a 
concessionary rate for students of £14. If you would like 
more information on the U.D.G. please contact: 

Susie Turnbull, Administrator: tel. 0235 815907 
fax. 0235 819606 

Roger Evans, Regional coordinator: tel. 0869 350096 
Jon Rowland, Chairman: tel. 071 637 0181 

HALCROW FOX 

Shrewsbury: Concept Design for High Street Route HALCROW FOX 

Urban design advice from an 
independent multi-disciplinary 
consultancy, specialising in 
development and environmental 
planning, transportation and 
economics. 

Projects range from urban design-led 
studies to transport and engineering 
studies. In the last ten years they have 
included: 

• over 40 town centre and urban 
regeneration studies in the UK and 
Ireland 

• over 20 masterplan studies overseas 

Current work includes: 

• Royal Parks Study, London 
• Marble Arch Competition Management 
• Sligo Transportation Study 
• Shrewsbury High Street Route Study 

T H E P R O P O S E D A I M : 

• Appropriate enhancement of the street 
environment with cognisance of 
operational and safety considerations. 


