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URBAN DESIGN GROUP NEWS 

LOOKING BACK . . . 

Committee 
In October Laurence Revill resigned as 
chairman of the Group due to pressures of 
work. Laurence takes credit for his efforts to 
place the finances of the Group on a more 
secure footing. Kelvin Campbell has taken 
over as chairman. 

Membership 
The Group now has an administrative support 
run by Sally Hardy and Christopher Ranger. 
A l l enquiries concerning membership should 
be directed to Sally or Christopher at -

Urban Design Group 
Unit 14 
Wharfdale Projects 
15 Micawber Street 
London N1 7TB 
tel: 071 250 0626 

Al l membership records have now been 
computerised and this is bringing about great 
benefits in efficiently administering a rising 
membership. 

Events 
The autumn saw four main events, three part 
of the London based lecture programme and 
the Urban Futures Conference held in 
Liverpool. 

In September Francis Tibbalds used his 
Presidential address to set out hopes and 
ideas for the future of urban design and the 
Group. His number one aim was to achieve a 
higher public profile for the Group. Other 
aspirations included -

"Building Bridges" - he saw the Group as 
still having a fundamental role in getting 
all of the professions concerned with the 
built environment to pull together; 
"Securing a Home" - he described a 
current initiative which might give the 
Group a presence in a facility for London 
like the Pavilion d'Arsenal in Paris (see 
article in this issue); 
"Promoting Training" - he described an 
embryonic proposal for a University-based 
London urban design course to produce 
people with "breadth of vision" to tackle 
the current decline of metropolitan areas: 
and 
"Breaking out of London " - he regretted 
that the Group had always been so 
London-based and hoped that steps might 
be taken to develop a stronger regional 
structure/network. 

In September "The Russian Experience" 
was well attended and saw four 

presentations. John Thompson spoke on the 
October District, Moscow, the Llewellyn 
Davies office described their experiences in 
Kazakhstan, and a UDG group described their 
Pereslavl visit. Finally, three of the Russians 
involved in the Pereslavl visit gave their 
impressions of the workshop and some idea 
of the changing scene after the attempted 
coup. 

On the last weekend in September around a 
hundred delegates attended the Urban 
Futures II conference in Liverpool. Making 
connections between Britain, Europe and the 
USA, initiatives emerged relating to urban 
regeneration in Liverpool. The door has been 
opened for a Liverpool urban design forum, 
and it is proposed to run a workshop based on 
the issues surrounding the Stanley Dock 
earlier in the year. 

"Urban Design for the Greenwich 
Waterfront" was the subject of a November 
presentation by David Taylor of the London 
Borough of Greenwich and Tony Meats. In a 
well illustrated talk the two described the 
unique character of this stretch of the Thames 
and its environs, and described proposals for 
development and enhancement, illustrated 
above in a sketch by Tony Meats. 

Reports 
The RIBA issued a Practice Note in 
November setting out urban design 
intentions. Prepared by the Planning 
Advisory Group, four of the six architects 
preparing the report are also UDG members! 
For details see page 2. 

UDG Source Book 
The next source book wi l l be published in 
about Apri l and any practices or urban design 
courses that have not already responded 
should do so immediately as this is the last 
opportunity to be included in the publication. 
Further information can be obtained from 
John Billingham: 0908 692692. 

LOOKING FORWARD . . . 
Programme 
The theme for events this year is "Shaping 
Cities", and wi l l combine theory and 
practice. Make a note in your diary for -

8th January 
Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture 
"Shaping Cities" 
Peter Hall 

29th January 
UDG Forum "Unlocking Ideas" 
A 'Question Time' format to review UDATs 
and other initiatives 

5th February * 
"The Shape of London" 
Day workshop sponsored by DOE 

19th February 
Shaping Cities 
Bill Hill ier 

4th March * 
Transport "Termini & Linkages" 
Workshop Event 

18th March 
Shaping Cities 
Fred Koetter 

Main events and lectures wil l be held at the 
Lecture Theatre, Charles Ingold Building, 
University College, London except the 
workshop programme (marked with an 
asterisk) which is held at the Building Centre, 
Store St., London. 

Al l events begin at 6.30pm. and entrance is 
£2 for members, £3 for non-members. 
Further details: Philip Cave 071 829 8340. 

If anyone would like items reported or 
announced in the News Page please 
contact Roger Evans : 0869 50096. 
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EDITORIAL 
In May 1991 two teams of urban designers were parachuted into 
Russia. The first team, led by John Thompson, landed on target in 
Moscow. The second team, led by Arnold Linden, was supposed 
to have bailed out in Chykovsky, a new town 30 miles from 
Moscow, but the plane overshot and the team landed at Pereslavl-
Zalessky, an historic town about 100 miles to the north east. 

John Thompson's team joined forces with their Russian hosts 
and a group of eco-scientists from Germany to produce a plan for 
the future of the October District in Moscow, a large housing 
estate of monolithic blocks. Their study started smoothly but was 
then hijacked by a bulldozer which attempted to level a site for yet 
another monolithic block. The team had to down their drawing 
pens and organize a demonstration against the intruding bulldozer. 
Despite this setback they finished their study on time and their 
presentation was warmly received. 

Arnold Linden's team joined forces with their Russian hosts to 
produce a plan for the future of Pereslavl. The team comprised 
twelve men (no women would come) and they became known as 
the Twelve Apostles (as opposed to the Twelve Angry Men). 
Despite being equipped to deal with the problems of Chykovsky 
(there were several New Town Chief Planners on board) the team 
managed to cope with the last-minute change of venue and their 
presentation was similarly well received. 

In September, both teams repeated their presentations before an 
audience of the Urban Design Group. Both presentations are 
reproduced in this edition of the Quarterly. John Thompson's 
reads like good journalism; the Pereslavl piece is more like a 
committee report but journalistic accounts of the Pereslavl study 
have already appeared in the last two editions of the Quarterly. A 
third presentation was made on the same evening by Llewelyn 
Davies Planning on their study of a town in Kazakhstan. This has 
not been reproduced here partly because of limited space and 
partly because a write-up has already appeared in Planning (15 
November 1991). 

Also contributing to the presentation in September were three 
representatives of the Russian hosts, Dr Igor Portiansky of the 
Centre for Independent Analysis, Sergei Istomin of the Union of 
Architects and Inna Podberezina, who came as an interpreter. 
They were in the UK for a week, during which time they travelled 
to Liverpool for the 'Urban Futures' conference organised by 
Alan Simpson, a member of the Pereslavl team. 

Those of us who travelled to Russia are extremely grateful to all 
the hosts for their warm and generous hospitality; also to the 
Society for Cultural Relations wi th the USSR and other 
organisations who had made the parachuting possible. 

Tim Catchpole 

General Enquiries to: 
Kelvin Campbell (Chairman) 
The Urban Design Group, 15 Micawber Street, LONDON N1 7TB 
Tel: 071-287 3644 
Membership Enquiries and notification of change of address to: 
Sally Hardy 
Unit 14 Wharfdale Projects 
15 Micawber Street, LONDON N1 7TB 
Tel: 071-250 0626 
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LETTERS 
COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 
This page is intended to be used for issues 
that members wish to raise for the benefits of 
the whole readership so contributions are 
warmly welcomed. 

A number of practices responded to the last 
issue, Urban Design in Practice, and it is 
hoped to be able to include their work and 
others in a similar format later this year. 

URBAN DESIGN INITIATIVE 
One event of significance commented on by 
Roger Evans on the news page is the Urban 
Design Initiative put forward by the Planning 
Advisory Group of the RIBA. This is 
reproduced below for the benefit of all UDG 
members and to welcome any comments. 
1 Towns and cities should be convenient to 

use, safe to live in and a delight to 
experience. Few Places meet these criteria. 
No single agency has responsibility or 
power for the design and management of 
the total urban scene. This often results in 
visual confusion, undef-use of urban 
design talent and uncoordinated use of 
resources. 

2 Our objectives are: 
a) to improve the appearance of the built-in 

environment; 
b)to raise public awareness of the 

importance of urban design; 
c)to establish a framework within which 

the individual designer can contribute to 
the overall appearance of our 
surroundings; 

d)to protect and enhance the identity of 
towns and cities. 

3 This may be achieved by: 
a) recreating confidence in the value of 

urban life; 
b) promoting urban design amongst all 

members of the built environment 
professions, the Government and the 
public at large; 

c) education and training members of these 
professions; 

d) collaboration with other professional 
institutions to initiate any appropriate 
legislation. 

4 Architects are able to bring together 
institutions, politicians and individuals in 
the pursuit of better urban design. 

5 Urban context analysis should normally 
form part of the design process in urban 
areas. Better urban design can be seen as 
complementary to the process of 
conservation. It is also applicable in areas 
undergoing change to meet with new 
patterns of living. 

6 We would seek to offer assistance to 
government of positive action being taken. 

7 This initiative should be set in motion 
during the current presidency, with the 
target date for implementation of 1984. 

URBAN DESIGN INFORMATION AND 
MARKETING 
from Esther Caplin 
Do 'urban designers' want an information 
service? The answer seems to be 'yes' i f it 
also serves a marketing response. The UDG 
(through a working group consisting of John 
Billingham, Arnold Linden and myself) 
carried out a survey early this year among 75 
member practices and received an excellent 
response with over 45 replies. Many 
practices are eager for information on a wide 
range of topics but it is clear that a critical 
motive for participation is securing extra 
business. It seems that any service must offer 
members: 

professional presentation of their 
material, to a high standard 

wide circulation to developers and local 
authorities 

offprints for their own marketing use 
the opportunity to help widen the 

market for urban design 
opportunity to take advantage of a 

database of urban design 
In an initiative aimed at widening the 

market for urban design and improving 
practice, the UDG has considered joining 
forces with the Planning Exchange's UDIS 
(Urban Development Information Service) 
and has also considered material published 
by ELEICh (European Local Environmental 
Information Clearinghouse). Neither, 
however, offers the circulation that members 
would like. Nor are they presented in a 
sufficiently 'up-market' way (schemes are 
described on simple A4 information sheets) 
to have marketing potential. 

The cost to subscribers has been 
considered carefully. The survey showed 
that most practices would be happy to 
subscribe £100 for a regular service. But 
production and labour costs do not make this 
a viable proposition. The September issue of 
the UDQ introduced a new approach; offices 
contributed (modestly) to have their schemes 
published. 

I f contributors were to receive offprints of 
top-class (colour) production, then a higher 
contributors' fee could be justified against 
what a PR company might charge (or indeed 
inhouse production costs alone might be). If, 
again, the publication were to be sufficiently 
attractive, it might get sponsorship - or it 
might find a publisher who would take the 
'up-front' risk on it. Something along the 
lines of a Urban Design 'Annual' that might 
bring in contributions from the Continent, as 
well as North America, might become 
possible. 

Any thoughts and comments eagerly 
accepted! 

Esther Caplin 

URBAN MORPHOLOGY 
from Andrea Lane 
In response to Karl Kropf and Ivor Samuels' 
letter published in the September issue which 
discussed my article in some detail, I am 
pleased to have initiated debate on such an 
important subject. However, I fear that too 
much was read into what was an early 
research paper, albeit one requested for 
publication by the Editor, than might fairly 
have been expected. 

I was pleased that my paper generated such 
a response form Kropf and Samuels, eminent 
authorities in the field, and whilst I 
acknowledge their initial criticisms, I am sure 
that they are aware that their thoughts and 
opinions occupy only part of an increasingly 
broad definition of urban morphology as a 
design concept, and that other authorities take 
different views on the subject. 

I believe that there are important issues and 
I would hope to contribute further to the 
debate as my research progresses. In the 
meantime I believe that it is important that 
researchers working in the field should co-
operate in order to define what could form a 
useful input into current design practice. 

Andrea Lane, 
Dept. of Planning and Landscape, 
University of Manchester 

URBAN DESIGN FOR DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES 
from Geoffrey Payne 
As a new member of the Urban Design 
Group, I am interested in making contact with 
other members who are from, or have worked 
in, developing countries. My mai field of 
work is low-income housing under conditions 
of rapid urban growth. This requires an 
holistic approach to development of the type 
widely applied in urban design, but under 
very different conditions to those which apply 
in the UK. 

In my experience, only a few dveloping 
contries have so far established urban design 
departments for housing or other urban 
development projects. As a result, the career 
opportunities for practising urban design in 
ways appropriate to local economic, social, 
cultural and environmental conditions may 
not be fully developed, though the potential 
must be considerable. 

I would welcome information for members 
on individuals, institutions or practices active 
in this area and examples of recent urban 
design projects in developing countries. I can 
be contacted at the following address: 

The Development Planning Unit 
The Bartlett School of Architecture and 
Planning 
University College London 
9 Endsleigh Gardens 
London WC1H0ED 
Tel: 071 388 7581 
Fax: 071 387 4541 

Geoffrey Payne 
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AN URBAN 
DESIGN CENTRE 
AT LAST? 

Francis Tibbalds 

The Urban Design Group has for some 
considerable time championed the 
cause of the establishment in London 
of an Urban Design, Architecture and 
Planning Centre, where both Londoners 
and visitors can go and see what is 
happening to their capital city. Along 
the way it has added its voice to the 
numerous calls for a London equivalent 
to the highly successful Pavilion de 
I'Arsenal in Paris. 
During Terry Farrell's Presidency, the 
Group sponsored an ideas Project for 
such a Centre opposite Madame 
Tussaud's in Marylebone Road. Since 
then all manner of initiatives have been 
mooted by different organisations. As 
far as one can see none have proved 
viable in funding terms and none 
appear to be close to realisation. 

A recent planning application by Derwent 
Valley Holdings PLC for the commercial 
development of the site currently occupied by 
Elliot House, in Bressenden Place, Victoria, 
which has provided a unique opportunity for 
an Urban Design Centre to be incorporated as 
a public benefit, in lieu of the more 
predictable kinds of planning gain sought by 
less visionary local planning authorities, like 
road widening and token flats. 

The site is a planning and urban design 
minefield - adjacent to a wide and hostile 
busy traffic route; surrounded by mediocre 
architectural legacies of the 1960s (from 
which Richard Horden Associates' proposals 
for Eland House wil l be a welcome 
departure); crossed at ground level by a 
highway and below ground by the platforms 
to the Victoria Line, ventilation shafts and 
sewers; abutting a Listed Building (the 
Victoria Palace Theatre); close to several 
Conservation Areas and to the Precincts of 
Buckingham Palace and Westminster 
Cathedral; and, within the Strategic View 
Corridor from Richmond Park, from whence 
it is claimed (but yet to be verified by the 
Project Team) that it is actually just possible 
to make out St Paul's Cathedral on the few 
days of the year when the light and weather 
are right. 

The architects, Robson Kelly, have 
successfully tackled all of these daunting 
constraints, turning many of them to 
advantage, and produced an elegant curved 
building with an internal glazed atrium and 
well modelled roofline which should 
complement the new Horden proposals and 
help lift the street from its drab and hideous 
mediocrity. The ground and first floors, and 
the proposed treatment of the adjacent 
pavement areas to both Bressenden Place and 
Allington Street, wil l , in my view (and I 
declare a strong interest as planning 
consultant on the proposals), do much to 
create a more pedestrian-friendly/people-
friendly street level environment. The plans, 
still at an outline application stage to enable 
basic principles to be agreed with 

Westminster City Council, provide for 
improved hard landscape lined with 
appropriate street trees. The Design Centre, 
on the Ground and First Floor Levels, wi l l 
allow pedestrians to permeate through the site 
and provide facilities for exhibitions, 
permanent and temporary displays, a book 
shop, poster and graphics sales, a restaurant 
and bar. Ideally these proposed uses wi l l 
subsume the reinstatement of the existing 
street level uses on the site, which happen to 
include a bookshop and an Italian restaurant. 
The sketch below by Anthony Kelly of 
Robson Kelly Architects illustrates the Centre 
and its proposed open aspect on to the streets. 

The Urban Design Centre has the written 
support of the Urban Design Group's 
Executive Committee, the President of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute and the 
Director General of the RIBA. Bil l Rodgers 
made the helpful point that the proposal 
would not be invalidated by the proposed 
RIBA "Architecture Centre" or any other 
proposal known about currently - "Indeed, it 
is very difficult to see how the obvious 
under-provision for such a Centre in London 
could be remedied even by all the 
Architecture Centres and other schemes at 
present being discussed.". 

The proposals have been reported in the AJ 
and Building Design, presented to the Royal 
Fine Art Commission and are still with 
Westminster City Council for what we all 
hope wi l l be a favourable decision of great 
benefit to the local environment and to the 
capital and its population. We hope, that 
along the way the Urban Design Group might 
have a role in occupying and managing such 
a Centre and at the appropriate stage the 
Group wi l l put proposals before the client. 
So far so good - watch this space! 

Francis Tibbalds is President of the Urban 
Design Group. His firm, Tibbalds 
Colbourne Karski Williams Monro Limited, 
are planning and urban design advisers on the 
Project described in this article. The views 
expressed are the author's own. 
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MOSCOW 
October District 
Community 
Planning Week 
May 1991 

John Thompson 

John Thompson, a partner of Hunt 
Thompson Associates has been 
involved in community planning events 
as far afield as Pittsburgh and Brick 
Lane. 
The practice is involved in a wide 
range of Community Architecture 
Projects throughout Britain and has 
recently won the 'Pour une 
Architecture de la Rehabilitation' 
competition in Tarbes, South West 
France. 

The illustration shows the first three 
'Stalin' blocks on Leninski Prospect 
which form part of Micro-region 15A of 
October District with state-run shops at 
ground level and eight floors of flats 
above. Stalin reshaped the city with 
grand boulevards above ground and 
the Metro below. Not much of Moscow 
survived, but unlike the dormitory 
suburbs of the 70's, a coherent urban 
form was created. 

How can one hope to do justice to the sights, 
the sounds, the experience of Moscow, let 
alone simultaneously describe in only a few 
pages one of the most demanding and 
ambitious community planning events that I 
have been involved in? 

To attempt to cram so much into so little 
seems as daunting a task as our original 
attempt to achieve so much with so many and 
under such difficult circumstances. If we had 
known in advance how the odds were stacked 
against us, I doubt if we would have found 
the courage to even start! 

BACKGROUND 
ECO-1 was the first of its kind in Russia, an 
International Community Planning Week 
(that was really a fortnight) based loosely on 
our experiences in Pittsburgh, Bishopsgate, 
Kings Cross and elsewhere, but this time 
involving a fifty strong team from England, 
Germany and Russia - architects, planners, 
politicians, ecologists, economists, 
community leaders, civil engineers, health 
consultants, landscape designers, 
methodologists, social workers, sociologists, 
soil engineers, students, teachers, translators 
plus technical and logical support - and a 
potential audience of over 7,000 local people! 

Attempting such a task, on home ground 
with a tried and tested team and with every 
form of high tech, all-night facility at ones 
finger tips would have been challenging 
enough. To attempt it in Moscow - where 
empty restaurants remain closed on the 
grounds that they are full, where photocopiers 
have no paper and where presentational 
techniques remain the same as those of the 
Beaux Arts, verged, at times, on the suicidal. 
We were pushed to the limits, both personally 
and professionally, but stamina alone would 
not have seen us through. We could never 
have made it to the end if we had not been 
bonded by a common belief - that people, 
professionals and politicians, i f given the time 
and the space to work together constructively 
in a non-hierarchical, holistic, open-ended but 
carefully structured way, can find meaningful 

and appropriate solutions that professionals 
and politicians, working in isolation from 
both the people and the place, can never hope 
to achieve on their own. 

PREPARATION 
This belief has underlined the work of the 
community architecture and planning 
movement in Britain over the last ten years, 
but it was by no means ordained that we 
would find ourselves working with like-
minded professionals from abroad. It was 
with some relief that we found that the 
personal bonds that linked the German team 
stemmed from the squatter-led regeneration 
of Kreuzberg in West Berlin and the 
philosophy of Rudolf Steiner: "a healthy 
social life is found when in the mirror of the 
human soul the whole community is living 
and in the community also lives the power of 
the individual". The Russian professionals 
took to the project like ducks to water and 
were prepared to stay up day and night in 
order to find real and lasting solutions. 

The first seeds of the project were sown in 
both Moscow and Berlin. The Oktyabrski 
(October) District Council was one of the 
most radical in Moscow, chaired at the time 
by the free marketeer and multi-party 
diplomat Ilya Zaslavsky. The Council had to 
be protected by private detectives earlier in 
the year when several hundred conservatives 
tried to break up a meeting. Moscow Council 
had, and still has the outspoken reformer and 
economist Gavril Popov at its head, but the 
needs of Moscow as a whole and those of the 
local districts do not always match. When 
Moscow decided to dump another 16 storey 
tower block in the midst of Micro-region 15a, 
the mood of the local people snapped. 
Unprecedented demonstrations took place 
and the building work was stopped. 

Back in Berlin, the European Academy of 
the Urban Environment (EAUE) was being 
formed, under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Urban Development and Environmental 
Protection, with the aim of identifying and 
developing practical solutions to local 
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problems through an exchange of 
international expertise, linking into existing 
networks. The second branch of the EAUE 
was to be opened in Moscow. Micro-region 
15a presented itself as an ideal candidate for 
study. The Oktyabrski Council welcomed the 
initiative and provided board and lodging, the 
'experts' donated their time and Berlin paid 
for us to get there. 

The British involvement sprang from a 
cultural visit the Russians made to London 
last Christmas, and I subsequently joined the 
coordinating group in Berlin in mid-April to 
finalize details. In addition to a core group 
from Hunt Thompson Associates (David 
Chisholm and Keith Shearer) Louanne 
Tranchell from Coin Street Community 
Builders, Chris Ryle from Birmingham City 
Architects Department and Ros Tennyson, a 
specialist in Primary Health and Community 
Care from the Marylebone Centre Trust, made 
up the British Team. 

APPROACH 
The kind of help we were asked to provide 
was both practical and psychological. Our 
intention was to leave behind both a sense of 
support for local initiatives as well as a range 
of both small and large scale proposals that 
could be further developed by local initiative 
takers - residents, students, experts, 
politicians, the authorities. 

The programme we had tentatively agreed 
in Berlin included the following: preliminary 
background research, both physical and 
social, to be carried out in advance by the 
Russian team; cultural and technical 
exchanges to take place through an English 
and a German evening; a series of open 
meetings so that we could listen to and record 
the full range of issues that were of concern to 
the community; links with Moscow (and 
Canterbury) Schools of Architecture 
providing alternative student projects and a 
technical support team; desk-top publishing 
facilities for on the spot report production and 
the need for an accessible and identifiable 
work place, right in the heart of the 
community. Two specific work processes 
were also to be introduced, "Future 
Workshops" from Germany and "Planning for 
Real" from England. 

"Future Workshops" involve two days of 
structured team work, with each group 
focussing on one of the topics that have been 
identified in advance as being of the greatest 
interest to the local community. In this case: 
Community Development, Housing, Open 
Space, Economy and Employment, Technical 
Services and the idea for an 'Eco-Station'. 
Each group works through three distinct 
phases:-
1. Criticism: What are the problems? 
2. Utopia: What would you really like? 
3. Praxis: How could it be made to happen? 

Visual techniques form the basis for 
recording and structuring collective creativity, 
using 2 metre square panels, one for each 
phase, with problems, hopes and solutions 
identified, organised and prioritized on 
individual, colour coded cards. Ideally, each 
group should be led by an experienced 
methodologist, and the technique is now so 

well established in Germany that the 
'software' is available off the peg in kit form. 

"Planning for Real" comes in many shapes 
and forms, based on a variety of three 
dimensional techniques that can be used for 
facilitating non-hierarchical group 
discussions with both professional and lay 
people, focussed in this case around a 3 metre 
square sand box model of the site on which 
ideas could be recorded and alternatives 
explored, leading to the formulation of a 
consensus brief from which the design team 
could start work. 

ARRIVAL 
So far so good! We had a structure that 
looked good on paper, the team members 
began to fall into place, visas and cheap 
flights were scrambled through just in time 
and off we went to Moscow complete with 
our Apple-Macs, compatible cyrillic discs, 
laser printer, 'Future Workshop' kits, 
essential 'charrette' materials for designing, 
writing and publishing, spray mount, kleen-
art, ring files, plastic wallets, post-its, 
guillotines, films, detail pads, favourite pens 
and pencils and all those little personal things 
that every helpful Moscow returnee insists 
are absolutely essential: bath plugs, loo 
paper, travelling sockets, first aid kits, 
immersion elements, tea bags, marvel, cup-
of-soup's, duty free Marlboro's, chocolate 
bars, presents for returning hospitality and as 
many small denomination dollar notes as you 
can stuff into your back pocket (for 
smoothing the way into anywhere worth 
entering and for buying a taxi and its driver 
for as long as you like!) 

We reckoned we were pretty well 
equipped, both professionally and personally, 
but little did we realise how unprepared we 
were for what was actually waiting for us as 
we came into land at Sheremetyevo airport. 

MOSCOW! MOSCOW! 
MOSCOW! the place, MOSCOW! the people 
and the extraordinary effects that seventy 
years of communism have had upon them 
both. Some admirable, some appalling, but 
all so total and deep-rooted that it was hard to 
see at the time how anything could change 
without a period, and a long period at that, of 
massive social and financial instability. 

A city from which every outward 
expression of individual or collective 
expression has been wiped clean; no cafes, 
no bars, no places for people to meet; an 
economy that was so totally out of kilter with 
the outside world that the architects we met 
were content with their thirty pound 
equivalent monthly wage - i f they earned any 
more, there was nothing to spend it on; a 
society bonded together by an equality of 
material oppression, inspite of which (or 
perhaps because of which?) levels of 
individual self respect and codes of social 
behaviour still existed that have long since 
disappeared in the west; a nation that had 
retreated into the safety net of the smallest 
possible circle of family and friends, where 
the only true freedom, and the freedom most 
feared by the powers that be (were?) was the 
freedom within the individual mind; a nation 

MOCK B A 
KPEMAb 

OKTO6Pt>CKMM 
PAMOH 

Moscow radiates out from the Kremlin. 
The October District is a wedge of the 
city, running south along Leninski 
Prospect. 

gf -pSAkM^S ouParmcxziA 

Moscow City Council, faced with an 
acute housing shortage, decided to 
'dump' another 16 storey block right 
next to the remaining pond in the 
middle of the Micro Region 15a site. 
Local people demonstrated and the 
building work was stopped - but only 
temporarily. 
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The Building Blocks of Communism 

"Stalinski" - The urban super blocks 
that destroyed old Moscow. 

"Kruschevski" - The substandard, five 
storey prefabricated blocks of the 
sixties, thrown up indiscriminately. 

"Brezhnevski" - The system buildings 
of the seventies that encircle Moscow. 

"Gorbachev" - Which way to turn? An 
acute housing shortage, only one 
builder and only one way of building. 

that had apparently suspended its self belief, 
unable to believe that the system could be 
incrementally changed or improved. 

Little did we realize that the momentous 
events of August lay just around the corner. 

The area we had been invited to study was 
"Micro-region 15a": an anonymous name for 
an anonymous place. An urban block like 
any other in Moscow, bounded by four 
major roads. A no mans land of a housing 
estate, an estate under stress with high levels 
of overcrowding even by Moscow standards 
and with some buildings in such a critical 
state of deterioration that the health of many 
residents has already been badly affected. 

As late as 1963, a few traditional houses 
still remained along the Old Kaluga Road 
that traverses the site, famous in Russian 
history for it was along this road that 
Napoleon both entered and left Moscow. 
Now it goes nowhere. There are 6,983 people 
living on the site, housed in a total of 2,683 
flats belonging to the Local Council, to 
administrative organisations (such as the 
Academy of Science) and to a number of co-
ops (one just for architects!). 16% of 
residents live in shared, communal flats, with 
no choice over whom they share with. A 
typical two bedroom flat wi l l have a different 
family in each bedroom and a third in the 
living room, sharing a small kitchen and 
bathroom. 

We met a 70 year old mother who had 
lived for 63 years in such a flat, sleeping on a 
camp bed every night in the communal 
kitchen so that her 42 year old son could 
sleep alone. In a smaller flat, a war veteran is 
now sharing with his ex-wife and her new 
lover. Yet a profound sense of dignity and 
self respect permeates the whole estate. 
Crime hardly exists and there are no outward 
signs of discontent. There is no graffiti and 
no vandalism. Whilst people invariably 
apologise in advance for the state of their 
homes and their neighbourhood, they were 
amazed to hear of the physical and social 
breakdown of our own inner cities. You 
could hear a pin drop when I showed them 
slides of social unrest on Broadwater Farm, 
of poll tax riots in Trafalgar Square and of 
comprehensive demolition as far back as 
1972 at Pruitt Igoe, St Louis. Charles Jencks 
called the latter "the end of modernism" - but 
to them it looked like the end of the world. 

'STALINSKI', 'KRUSCHEVSKI', 
'BREZHNEVSKC 
The buildings come in a mixture of sizes and 
styles, named after the leaders of the period. 
Luckily they are all free-standing super 
blocks, with staircase access and no fancy 
pretensions about 'streets in the sky'. There 
are three 9 storey 'Stalinski' blocks along 
Leninski Prospect, one of the main arterial 
roads leading straight to the Kremlin, with 
anonymous state controlled shops at ground 
floor level; six 5 storey 'Kruschevski' 
blocks, built in the 60's as part of the rush to 
fulf i l l his promise of housing the workers, of 
prefabricated construction and described by 
one resident as being 'physically and morally 
redundant'; a variety of 9 and 12 storey 
'Brezhnevski' blocks built in the 70's, again 

of prefabricated construction but structurally 
sound; and some 16 and 22 storey blocks 
built in the 80's of panel and brick 
construction. 

Other uses 
In the central part of the site lie the remains 
of the old Semeonovsky Ponds, which have 
been incrementally reduced in both size and 
status as tower blocks have been pressed in 
around them. A secondary school is located 
at the centre of the Old Kaluga Road, to the 
south of which lies a poorly defined zone of 
industrial and other uses. On the south-east 
corner stands the Tcherjomushkinsky 'free' 
market, run by the Central Union of 
Consumers Co-operation. It generates great 
tension - ethnic conflict, drugs, prostitution 
and overcharging. But there is something to 
buy there, unlike the faceless state-run shops 
where goods are cheap but very scarce. 

There is a substantial amount of green 
space between the buildings, most of it 
covered with mature birch trees that seem to 
hide both the buildings and the people. 
Although paths are unlit, they are safe for an 
evening stroll. Vehicular access to the site is 
from over a dozen different points around the 
perimeter, but the Old Kaluga Road is the 
only clear route. Car ownership is extremely 
low, there are a few defined car parking 
spaces and residents park informally amongst 
the trees. 

OUR TASK 
The task we set ourselves was to look at 
every aspect of the physical and social 
environment, to identify and illustrate long 
term strategies for change and, within each 
particular area of study, to demonstrate that a 
range of small scale, achieveable projects 
existed that really could be made to happen, 
in spite of the restrictions and uncertainties of 
the current situation. 

The process was dauntingly fast and of 
course a fear exists that results may be 
insensitive or superficial. It is only the 
beginning of an inevitably long process but 
the energy that was undoubtedly released by 
such an encounter can help to motivate 
initiative takers and identify new ones, to 
stimulate a new approach and to strike a 
reasonable balance between vision and 
reality. 

The team seemed to grow daily. At one 
stage I counted fifty heads packed into our 
three little rooms. Tensions ran high, through 
exhaustion and overcrowding, but they never 
snapped. Against all the odds, ten days after 
we flew in we were ready for our final 
presentation. The slide show and exhibition 
were ready. The school was full to bursting. 
There were people from every sector of the 
community: in the front row, our devoted 
band of teenage followers, complete with 
their autograph books and personal 
momentos; sitting stiffly at the back, our 
original first contacts, the veterans of the 
Self-governing Committee (in effect the rump 
of the old Communist Party); and in 
between, a whole new range of people, many 
of whom at the end of the presentation 
publicly pledged their determination to 
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Proposed 

participate. The air was electric. 
After all that, we had to gear ourselves up 

for another thirty-six hour stint, working 
through yet another night, struggling with our 
temperamental laser printer to produce our 
bilingual report for the opening of the 
Moscow branch of the academy. We made 
that one too, before collapsing into the 
soothing comforts of the Sandunovsky 
'banya'. 

MASTERPLAN 
What did we recommend? That all further 
work on the 16 storey tower should be 
stopped. The chosen site is at the very 'heart' 
of the urban block where there is unique 
potential to create buildings of community 
benefit. The proposed building, i f built, wi l l 
be a source of environmental and social stress 
for both the residents that wi l l occupy it as 
well as for the existing community that 
surrounds it. We believe that more than 
adequate development potential exists 
elsewhere on the site, and that the 
foundations and services already installed 
could be adapted for a different type of 
building. 

Research suggests that the six 
"Kruschevski" blocks on the site wi l l be the 
first to become redundant both on the 
grounds of serious physical deterioration and 
poor standards of internal planning. 

That a "Rolling Programme" be proposed 
for the replacement of the "Kruschevski" 
blocks so that the families currently living in 
them can be gradually relocated to new 
housing within the site, and the blocks can be 
demolished and that part of the site 
redeveloped. 

That a detailed Social Survey should be 
carried out to accurately establish the needs 
of every household, and an appropriate brief 
for the Rolling Programmeshould be 
produced as an important first step in 
involving everybody in the process. 

That other areas within the site be 
proposed for housing development, to relieve 
the stress of over-crowding, rehouse people 
from buildings that cannot be rehabilitated, 
provide housing for special needs and 
accommodate those that would have been 
housed in the new tower. 

That the existing community should be 
maintained because it is well-balanced in 
terms of the mix of people and to actively 
encourage the process of consultation with 
the community as an on-going principle. 

That the replacement development should 
be medium-rise, taking advantage of the 
ground levels to provide family houses on the 
bottom two levels, with each house entered 
independently from the street, and with 
further groups of accommodation for single 
people and families without children on the 
upper floors, entered from the street at first or 
second floor level. 

That in general terms the new buildings 
should be used to reinforce the perimeter of 
the site and to give residents a feeling of 
being enclosed in familiar and safe space. 

That the site should be subdivided into 
eight existing and two new zones, resulting in 
groups of housing served by "private" roads 

Existing situation: 7 , 0 0 0 people housed 
in a Moscow super-block: Micro-region 
15A. 
Three 9 storey Stalin blocks to the 
north along Leninski Prospect, six 5 
storey Kruschev pre-fabs running south 
and a more recent mix of 9, 12, 16 
and 22 storey buildings in the centre 
and to the east and west. 
Most buildings are owned by the local 
council, some are cooperatives 
(including one for architects) and some 
are owned by State organisations (the 
Ministry of Science). 

Proposals: A Rolling Programme of 
new build and selective demolition, 
providing new homes around the 
perimeter of the site in identifiable 
courtyard forms accessed directly 
from the surrounding streets, relieving 
overcrowding, replacing redundant 
stock and matching the additional 
provision of the proposed new tower. 
Foundations and services for the new 
block adapted to suit a new range of 
community buildings alongside the 
revitalised ponds, and a new formal 
square created in front of the school. 

Existing 
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Existing situation: The old 
Semeonovsky Ponds and a school form 
the 'heart' of the site, traversed by the 
Old Kaluga Road by which Napoleon 
entered (and left) Moscow. As late as 
1963, traditional timber houses still 
lined it. 
An industrial zone lies to the south, 
with the Tcherjomushkinsky 'free' 
market on the corner. Run by the 
Central Union of Consumers 
Cooperation, it generates great tension 
- ethnic conflict, crime, drugs, 
prostitution and over charging. But 
there is something to buy there, unlike 
the faceless state-run shops where 
goods are cheap but very scarce. 

Proposals: The Old Kaluga Road re-
established as an important historical 
and cultural link, acting as a catalyst 
for community development through a 
range of self-build community projects, 
providing community 'houses', shops, 
health centres and 'eco' stations. 
Managed workspace and training 
facilities provided within a rationalised 
and enlarged industrial zone and the 
'free' market walled and enclosed. 

giving a greater sense of individuality. These 
zones could be given names to strengthen the 
sense of identity in those who live there and 
to make the first move away from the 
anonymity of living in something called 
Micro-region 15a! Local residents could 
choose their own street and block names, the 
exercise itself being an important first step in 
community development. 

BUILDINGS AND SPACE 
Moscow has many examples of traditional 
urban blocks, with large buildings forming a 
continuous edge on the street enclosing 
courtyards where private and semi-private 
activities can take place in a protected 
environment. The buildings have a clear 
relationship with the street on the outside and 
with the courtyard on the inside. 

In the ECO-1 site these relationships have 
become confused or lost altogether. The 
periphery is broken in several places. The 
spaces between the buildings have little sense 
of enclosure and protection. They do not 
seem to "belong" to particular buildings, and 
consequently no one feels responsible for 
looking after them. 

Our aims were: 
To use the opportunity of redevelopment to 

establish legible relationships between 
buildings and space, creating courtyard 
buildings around the edge contrasting with 
the "towers in the park" in the middle. 

To "privatise" spaces wherever possible, so 
that people develop a sense of pride in the 
external areas nearest to their homes. 

UNIQUE FEATURES 
The site is endowed with two unique features: 
the Old Kaluga Road and the Semeonovsky 
Ponds. These have traditionally given the 
place a strong sense of identity which has 
been gradually lost through the indiscriminate 
siting of large buildings and the unrestrained 
advance of dense tree growth. The 
Masterplan aims to arrest this process of 
decline in the following ways: 

The pond area should be protected and 
developed. 

The area between the pond and the school 
should be enhanced to become a natural 
"green lung" for the whole site and a symbol 
of the ecological role of the school in the 
Community. 

The site of the proposed new tower 
block,situated on the sunny north side of the 
pond, is ideally suited for a building which 
would benefit the whole community and help 
to restore a sense of place and community 
spirit. 

The Old Kaluga Road should once again 
become a real road. The points where it 
enters the site should be 'celebrated'. New, 
traditional buildings should be located along 
it to re-establish its cultural and historical 
significance, and a new formal square should 
be provided opposite the school. 

OPEN SPACE 
At present the open space is characterised by 
formlessness, a bewildering system of paths 
and a lack of differentiation between different 
kinds of functions. Uncultivated and unloved, 

the areas between the buildings give an 
impression of neglect and of monotony. 

The external spaces should be 
differentiated and designated for different 
kinds of usage. 

The existing number of trees needs to be 
reduced to get stronger specimens and greater 
variety. More light and air would then reach 
both the ground and the flats, both of which 
are permanently in the shade. 

An ecologically integrated community 
needs to be created incorporating wild life, 
greenery, children and adults in a balanced 
way. 

Provision must be made for gardens which 
individuals or small groups of local residents 
can maintain. At present there is no sense of 
love for the land. 

Nearly all of the existing blocks could be 
used for vertical greening, improving air 
circulation and the microclimate; providing 
"green filters" against exhaust pouring in 
from the Moscow traffic; absorbing noise; 
giving safe nesting places for birds and 
insects and making the buildings more 
attractive. 

A system of "childrens routes" leading 
from one interesting play area to another 
should be created offering safe opportunities 
for adventures and expeditions. 

A community-run nursery could be 
established with a garden centre attached, 
acting as its retail outlet. 

A city farm could be created, generating 
economic activities such as selling products, 
making cheese and ice cream , run by local 
people. 

The pond could make a very lively focus 
for the community, including a "sanctuary" 
for plants, animals and birds. Additional 
"f lowing forms" and solar-powered water-
circulating devices could be added. 

The maintenance of the open space could 
give rise to as many as 20 new jobs. 
Machinery wi l l need to be mended and 
adapted on a regular basis and a special 
workshop should be provided. 

TECHNICAL SERVICES 
Pollution of resources (air, water and earth) is 
one of the greatest problems in the Soviet 
Union (as it was then known). The evidence 
to date is that neither experts nor laws can 
actually begin to solve these problems. It has 
to be a democratic process and must include 
the people themselves in all aspects of the 
decision-making process. 

Building on the psychological dimension 
that our Russian counterparts brought into 
every level of debate, the team developed an 
original interpretation of technical issues. It 
should be understood that energy is not only 
electricity, heat and sunlight but the energy of 
the people as well. Garbage is not only refuse 
but the internal "garbage" people carry 
around inside themselves out of anger, fear or 
pain. Transport is not just cars and buses but 
a question of how to get where one wants to 
go. Waste is not only water dripping out of a 
leaking pipe but all the wasted potential of 
unfulfilled people. 

Above all, a community is not just an area 
of land or a defined neighbourhood. It is, 
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more importantly, a bond between people and 
a spirit of concern about each other and the 
environment. 

A whole range of solutions were proposed, 
including the following: 

The complete overhaul of all services. 
The introduction of ecologically and 

economically effective heating systems. 
The installation of energy and water 

meters, energy saving and energy-generating 
systems, solar panels,and insulation, the 
introduction of a separation and re-cycling 
policy for waste products. 

ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT 
Though Micro-region 15a is predominantly a 
living area there are a number of economic 
activities that affect the lives of local people 
and have the potential for increasing 
employment. 

There are a good number of state 
controlled shops as well as several 
workshops. At the time, supplies for local 
people appeared to be fairly good compared 
with other parts of the city, but compared 
with a community of a similar size in 
western Europe, there is a great shortage of 
units and lack of variety. The Market, 
although economically active, is not really 
serving the local people. Although goods are 
available, prices are considerably higher than 
those controlled by the state. 

Our proposals were based on the 
assumption that there would be a 
fundamental change towards a mixed market 
economy, although we did not venture to 
predict when or how. We expected some 
basic elements to evolve such as: 

Private and/or cooperative ownership or 
renting of enterprises. 

Abolition of the division between state-
controlled and 'free' prices. 

A system of social security including 
training schemes. 

A banking system. 

We expected some shift of employment 
from large corporations to smaller businesses, 
as is under way in Eastern Germany at 
present. Space for small and middle-sized 
enterprises wi l l therefore become vital. 
Employment wi l l play a key role in the 
restructuring of Soviet society as a result of 
the crumbling of former employment 
structures and the reduction of jobs in public 
companies and services. 

Tcherjomushkinsky Market 
The Market may become a valuable asset 
once there are no longer two price levels. 
Control of the market should be transferred to 
the District Council and profits from rents 
should be divided between the District and 
the Micro-region for re-investment in the 
market and its vicinity. 

Shops in Leninsky Prospect 
Leninsky Prospect provides a shopping area 
of more than local importance, and should be 
reinforced. The present shops need 
brightening up, better maintenance and 
design, and cafes could be added in the gaps 
between the buildings. 

Proposals: A - New homes around the perimeter; B - Community buildings; 
C - New square on front of school; D - Old Kaluga Road where community uses 
can be located; E - Free market walled and enclosed. 

The perspective shows how the Old Kaluga Road by which Napoleon entered (and 
left) Moscow, provides a unique opportunity to re-establish historical and cultural 
links as a location for a range of 'visible' small scale self-build projects using 
traditional, available materials. These could provide a range of much needed 
community buildings - shops, health centres, ecology stations, etc. as well as 
providing training and employment opportunities through the process itself. 
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Hunt Thompson brought their 
experience of Planning for Real to 
Moscow - a 3 metre square sand box 
became the focus for open-ended 
discussions with local people, problems 
and solutions being recorded on 
cocktail-stick cards and a consensus 
view established from which the design 
team could work. 

The comparison between the existing 
situation of prison-like blocks, and 
regimented people with the varied 
needs of people and their dreams. 
The existing buildings: housing by 
numbers. Could they be transformed 
so they satisfy the needs of the people? 
"Houses" for families, sheltered 
accommodation for the elderly, starter 
flats for young couples . . . and no 
sharing? The examples from England 
(Lea View, Waltham Forest) and Berlin 
(Kreuzberg) opened peoples eyes. 

Local Industrial Area 
The industrial site around the fire station and 
the old laundry should be clearly defined and 
serviced. In addition to local workshops there 
could be some space designated and equipped 
to help start-up new business. 

Workshops for Housing Maintenance 
A locally controlled enterprise could be 
established and the housing authorities could 
award contracts to this company on a 
competitive basis with the aim of making the 
housing repair service more efficient, cheaper 
and quicker. The Self-governing Committee, 
the Deputies of the Micro-region and block 
by block managers could agree and control 
localised maintenance budgets. 

Community Workshops 
Community workshops could be established 
to cater for a range of facilities for the do-it-
yourself activities of local people, such as: 

Woodwork and metalwork, with tools and 
equipment and a small staff. 

Textile workshop, with sewing and 
knitting machines, large cutting table. 

Car repair workshop. 

Community Business Development 
Centre 
For the development of a full range of 
economic activities in the Micro-region there 
is an underlying necessity for the proper 
preparation of the community as well as that 
of individuals. There is a need for: 

Communication between political 
institutions and the community. 

Identifying people who want to become 
economically active. 

Information on economic data. 
Information on job opportunities. 
Coordination of economic activities in the 

block. 
Consulting of would-be collectives and 

entrepreneurs. 
Training, monitoring and assisting new 

enterprises. 
A l l these activities could be held in a 

Community Business Development Centre. 

Tourist Activities 
The old Kaluga Road is a notable historic 
feature. This could provide a genuine base on 
which to build tourist activities in the area. 
Some of the old cottages of the Napoleonic 
days could be rebuilt, each focusing on a 
special theme. 

Financing of Projects 
A local non-profit trust could be set up to help 
the development of local enterprises. Money 
could be retrieved by handing out loans or by 
leasing space or equipment. 

Consumer Cooperative 
Local people suggested setting up a 
Consumer Cooperative to be run by members 
of the community. The Cooperative could sell 
a range of basic daily goods. 

CULTURE AND HEALTH 
We found many examples of poor health due 
to the polluted environment (the market 
building remains radioactive from vegetables 
post-Chernobyl) and stressful lifestyle. Daily 
life is an enormous struggle: buying food; 
living in overcrowded conditions and 
neglected premises. A whole host of illnesses 
are directly attributed to damp from bad 
drainage and allergies from polluted air. 
People have retreated behind the doors of 
their homes and the sense of community has 
been virtually lost. This causes great isolation 
as well as a great loss of community spirit, 
tradition and culture. 

It is clear that no significant shift in attitude 
wil l be possible without immediate attention 
to the many social issues and problems which 
underlie the whole situation. It is an essential 
and, in fact, very useful starting point for 
rallying community spirit and in many cases 
quite powerful results can be achieved with 
small projects. 

Regular references to social isolation and 
poor standards of health and health care 
provision led us to believe that a priority is to 
create a community resource which could 
combine many functions, promoting not just 
personal health (although clearly that is 
important) but also a sense of a healthy and 
productive community. This is dependent 
not just on physical and social aspects but 
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also on developing a sense of 'belonging' - it 
is important that people have opportunities 
for meeting and sharing their personal 
experiences as well as their historical and 
cultural traditions. 

ECO-STATION 
From these concepts we developed the idea 
for an ECO-Station: a building for all the 
local residents; a building which would give 
"help to self-help", individually, collectively, 
economically, ecologically, culturally and 
spiritually; a building for the people to build 
and organise for themselves in order to 
improve the whole morale and environment 
of the neighbourhood; a centre for personal 
and community well-being. 

The Eco-Station could include the 
following: 

A community health centre. 
A sports, leisure and recreation centre. 
A cultural and social centre. 
A restaurant and cafe. 
Meeting rooms and a base for the Self-

governing Committee. 
An ecological information centre. 
A recycling centre. 
Self-help workshops where people could 

rent tools and equipment for their own and 
the communities needs. 

A Community Architecture and Resource 
Centre, providing technical aid for the further 
development of strategies for physical 
change. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Above all else the visiting team was struck 
by an almost complete lack of individual or 
local initiatives. This is demonstrated by the 
lack of care for the environment and 
buildings and indicates a lack of structures 
through which the people can take personal 
responsibility for anything outside their own 
homes. 

Our impression is that this apathy is one of 
the results of the state system of the past 
seventy years. It wi l l be an enormous task for 
the people to develop a sense of 'community' 
(a word which does not exist in the Russian 
language) and learn to collaborate to tackle 
common problems when there is such a deep 
belief that all individual activity is a waste of 
time; that 'the state' has taken over all 
responsibilities and that 'the state' is 
anonymous and inefficient at all levels. 

Many of us have had parallel experiences 
of working in urban regeneration programmes 
where there has been equal despair and 
apathy and, in some cases, worse physical 
conditions. However none of us has been 
faced with quite this degree of absence of 
local representation and it is hard for us to 
predict how fast (or even how) significant 
change can occur. 

In addition, we have to recognise the inter-
relationship of physical, economic and social 
issues and seek to look for a new and 
coordinated approach in all these areas. 

The local people we met acknowledged the 
need for change but there was great 
scepticism about whether change was really 
possible. There are many activists in the 
local community: some of whom existed 

already, several of whom were identified as a 
result of the Planning Week - they need 
support and encouragement from any source. 
We believe the key to success is to develop 
relevant structures with local people; to set up 
a local system which offers them a real 
chance to have an effective role in deciding 
about community development issues 
themselves. In this process people can begin 
to identify themselves as having some power 
to make changes and out of this sense of 
identification comes a sense of pride, self-
respect and responsibility. But this approach 
must be acceptable to the people themselves: 
it cannot and should not be imposed. 
Anything which is imposed would be 
counter-productive and could lead to a whole 
range of new difficulties. 

These are some of the suggestions 
developed in collaboration with our Soviet 
colleagues, based on the range of previous 
experience of the visiting team: 

Set up new structures for local self-
determination and practical activity groups. 

Agree a strategy for change and find a way 
of monitoring and coordinating it. 

Set up joint coordinating committees, 
including District and Moscow City Council 
members, Self-governing representatives, 
specialists, consultants and representatives 
from the unions. 

Undertake a Social Survey in order to 
reveal both the nature and the needs of the 
people. Communities of interest can then be 
identified and built on. 

Improve channels of communication with 
regular newsletters (especially during periods 
where little seems to be happening), use of 
posters, noticeboards and block 
representatives. 

Get everyone involved to mutually agree 
their respective responsibilities and to commit 
themselves to monitoring each others 
performance at regular intervals. 

Support creative social and ecological 
actions and obtain practical advice about how 
and whom to lobby. 

Identify quickly a range of small-scale, 
realisable projects and activities that the 
community can undertake themselves so that 
they can have some sense of achievement at 
an early stage and can celebrate successes on 
a regular basis. 

Establish links with existing networks of 
similar projects both within and outside the 
Soviet Union. 

CONCLUSION 
On our last night in Moscow, as we soaked up 
the seedy, faded elegance of the Sandunovsky 
'banya', with its ornately carved changing 
hall, its suffocating sauna, echoing to the 
sound of the soft swish of birch twigs, 
followed by the tingling sensations of the 
deliciously cold plunge into the marble 
columned pool, we relaxed and reflected on 
the events of the last few days - and wondered 
i f our collective efforts would make any 
difference. 

There are encouraging signs that they may. 
A Community Architecture and Resource 
Centre is in the process of being established -
an essential, visible point of continuity, both 

for local people and for contacts from abroad. 
The Old Kaluga Road, brought alive by a 
series of self-build community buildings, 
may not be just a pipe-dream - we are 
planning something very similar in 
Wornington Green, North Kensington, and 
the projects may be twinned. Above all else, 
we had seen much potential on which to 
build, of which the most significant was the 
spirit of the Soviet people. In many ways they 
have been united by the equality of their 
oppression. The question we kept asking 
ourselves was this: 
Can this spirit be built on before it is 
eroded by the inequalities and 
divergent social and economic 
patterns which will inevitably result 
from the introduction of market forces? 
Sadly, the answer is probably "nyet". 

People's reactions to the Community 
Planning week are best summarised in 
their own words. 

Your task must be to assist local 
people to understand the potential of 
their own site; to help to make the 
solution grow out of the local situation; 
to see beyond the Imitations of today; 
to push the borders further. We must 
set an example of how experts and 
local people can work together. 

We must not invent - we must produce 
together. 
Team member 

If you squeeze the soap too hard it will 
jump out of your grasp. We must be 
gentle with our ideas. 
Team member 

The Kruschev buildings are morally 
and physically redundant. 
Local resident 

In this country nobody is accountable 
to anyone. 
Local resident 

How do people survive in this condition 
of depression? 
Team member 

We must leave behind as many people 
as we can who are strengthened by 
this contact. 
Team member 

Our role is to help others to find their 
own solutions. 
Team member 

Conflict can give birth to something 
constructive - it can unite the people. 
Team member 

We shouldn't talk about thinning the 
trees until the people themselves feel 
ready to stop hiding. 
Team member 
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PERESLAVL 
ZALESSKY 
Urban Design 
Workshop 
May 1991 

INTRODUCTION 
Individual members of the Urban Design 
Group - were gathered together by Arnold 
Linden, past Chairman of the Group, 
following an approach by Dr Igor 
Portyansky, the Director of the Cultural 
Institute for Independent Analysis, to 
participate in an Urban Design Workshop. 

The Workshop was originally intended for 
the town of Chukovsky, a New Town about 
30 miles south east of Moscow. When this 
subsequently proved impossible the offer 
from Pereslavl-Zalessky (referred to here as 
Pereslavl) to host the event was gratefully 
received by the team. Pereslavl is an historic 
town about 100 miles from Moscow. 

OBJECTIVE 
The Workshop is an example of a well 
known design procedure in the United States 
and the United Kingdom. This procedure 
seeks to achieve a rapid understanding and 
analysis of urban concerns in a variety of 
towns and cities of differing scales. Its 
particular strengths are : firstly the welding 
together of the interests, ideas, and expertise 
of a group of architects, planners, landscape 
architects, urban economic development 
specialists and other professionals, and 
secondly the recognition of the opportunities 
and constraints inherent in the whole, or 
parts, of a town or city. 
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The Urban Design Group through 
connections established by the Society 
for Cultural Relations with the USSR 
was invited to send a team to a 
location in Russia and Arnold Linden 
put together a twelve person group. 
The following text is based on the 
report produced during five days in 
Pereslavl Zalessky to which the whole 
team contributed. Follow-up visits have 
already been made by two members of 
the team and it is hoped that further 
technical assistance can be provided 
for the area and other locations. 

THE GROUP 
The group participating in this Workshop 
consisted of twelve academics and 
professionals working in Britain as 
independent practitioners, as directors of 
development for major cities, and as lecturers 
and leaders in research in urban issues in the 
UK and abroad. Invitations extended to 
female colleagues, were not accepted. There 
is, therefore, a male orientation to the 
analysis. 

Urban Design itself is, in part, an intuitive 
and creative activity. During the design 
process, the facts, the data, and contemporary 
realities are taken into account. However, the 
conclusion and the options proposed by a 
design do not constitute a 'scientific' solution 
to problems which exist in a town or city. 

Further, any urban design team can only 
respond to the issues they are confronted 
with, in the brief time available, with their 
own skills, expertise, professional 
competence and experience. This is true, in 
general terms, of all Urban Design studies 
and it is equally true of this report. 

THE REPORT 
Two essential activities must take place to 
bring to an end an urban design workshop. 
One is to prepare a report to describe the 
work undertaken during the workshop. The 
second is to give a presentation of the 
essential or core issues identified by the 
urban design process. 

This report was recommended to the 
people of Pereslavl as a vehicle for 
discussing the future of their city. The 
process is likely to be a lengthy one. The first 
step in this process has now been taken... 

THE WORKSHOP 
The group arrived in Pereslavl on the evening 
of Sunday 19 May 1991, with less than five 
days to complete their work. They had, 
therefore, to be highly selective in choosing 
the main issues on which to concentrate. 

The 12 independent professionals had 
never worked together before. In some cases 
they had not even met before. The only 
limitation was the objective - to produce a 
report and a presentation. 

Because of the late change of venue from 
Chukovsky to Pereslavl, there was no 
knowledge of the town before they arrived. 
Their first impressions were based on an 
initial tour they were given and at a public 
meeting, on Monday afternoon, with some of 
the key persons in the area. These first 
impressions to some extent shaped the way 
they went about their work. 

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives were: to identify the main 
issues affecting the development of Pereslav^ 
to analyse the problems and opportunities 
affecting that development, to suggest the 
choices available for the future 

The issues were the subject of the first 
brainstorming meeting on Monday evening. 
The list of issues was reduced on the basis of 
what was possible and what were seen as 
priorities. Four workshop teams of three 
persons each were arranged. 

From Tuesday onwards the workshop 
teams met a selection of people whose 
involvement in the life of Pereslavl enabled 
them to give information and views on 
particular topics. Many questions were asked 
and sometimes the answers received led to 
new subjects of investigation. Members 
realised that as outsiders, they were not 
always asking the right question or 
interpreting the answers in the right way. 
The gap between their assumptions, their past 
experiences and the realities of Pereslavl 
were not always easy to overcome. From 
interviews with people a number of wish lists 
emerged, not all converging and not always 
related to issues they could address. 

ISSUES 
In broad terms issues were grouped in two 
categories: 
Economic: the future markets regulations 

and laws; 
Physical: the regional landscape, the town 

as physical structure 
Tasks were distributed among the four 

working groups according to ability, interest 
and experience. Each group selected what to 
see and whom to interview. They met each 
day for at least one general meeting to bring 
together observations, to exchange ideas, to 
check progress and to programme the next 
step. By Thursday all the material was being 
assembled to prepare the report and the 
presentation. On Friday morning copies of 
the report were completed and arrangements 
made for the presentation on Friday 
afternoon. Whilst it was held in the same hall 
as on Monday, the seating was arranged in an 
informal way with speakers on a level with 
those attending. 
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PROFILE OF PERESLAVL 
The basic statistics regarding population and 
employment for the town were provided for 
the group as part of the briefing material on 
arrival. Pereslavl is an historic town founded 
in the 12th century and is one of the 'Golden 
Ring' of historic towns to the north east of 
Moscow. It has a population of 46,000 and 
several industries, notably the Slavic 
Chemical works, a textile works and a 
number of recently established research 
institutes. 

The purpose of the group was not to 
provide a statistical portrait of the town, but 
rather, an urban design- oriented profile. 

From an administrative and physical point 
of view, the town of Pereslavl has many 
advantages: 

The unique conjunction of the lake and 
urban structure of the town. 

The beautiful landscape around the lake. 
The centre of the town has been protected 

by legislation and the buildings have not 
been destroyed, nor swamped by new 
development. 

There is a high concentration of 
architectural monuments (monasteries and 
churches) for a town of this size. 

The openness of the urban structure in the 
centre provides a very pleasant place to live. 

The town is a thriving centre of 
employment. 

However, there are also problems, and 
these problems present opportunities: 

The existing buildings, including much of 
the traditional housing and most of the 
monuments, are often not in a good state of 
repair. 

These buildings are, at present, under used. 
In addition many commercial and public 
buildings could be more extensively used. 

The main road through the town is at 
present the main arterial road to Moscow and 
it is overloaded with heavy traffic. 

The condition of the roads in general is 
poor. 

The industry is polluting the lake and river. 
Some of these problems wi l l resolve 

themselves. For example when the bypass 
now under construction is completed 
through- traffic should dramatically diminish. 
Other problems wil l get worse, i f they are not 
addressed in the near future. This is 
particularly true of the maintenance issues. 

Description 
In the next sections of the report various 
aspects of the town and what might be done 
to improve and enhance it for the future are 
examined in more detail under the issue 
headings chosen for the four workshop teams, 
namely: 
the Subregion 
townscape 
housing 
structure for implementation 

Photographs show: 
Top Left: Lake Pleshcheyevo. 
Top Right: Trubezh River. 
Bottom Left: Town Centre. 
Bottom Right: Existing monuments. 
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THE SUBREGION 
Pereslavl is a town of great beauty and 
historic interest. It is set in an undulating, 
post-glacial landscape. Literally it is the 
town "beyond the woods" and lies in a rolling 
countryside of pastureland and arable fields 
dotted with woods. To the west is extensive 
birch and conifer woodland. The town is on 
the south eastern shore of Lake Pleshcheyevo 
from which the River Nerl runs north west to 
the Volga. The lake has an oval shape. It is 
known in Russian history as the site of the 
inauguration of the Russian navy by Peter the 
Great. 

The M8 main road from Moscow to 
Yaroslavl and the north goes through the 
town. The main Yaroslavl railway runs 
some 15km to the east and there is a goods-
only branch line connection. There is an all 
weather metalled road along the south 
western shores of the lake. Road access on 
the north east side of the lake is poor. 

There are extensive deposits of peat on the 
western shores of the lake which have, in 
many areas, been worked out. The peat 
workings are served by a narrow gauge 
railway which now operates as a local 
passenger carrying service. 

The Pereslavski National Park is in the 
process of being established and includes all 
the area around the town. The aims of the 
National Park as described by the Director are 
to protect and conserve the natural 
environment and to provide for recreation and 
tourism 

The National Park Authorities are 
concerned about water supply which is seen 
as a limit to population growth. The 
reduction in the area of forestry has increased 
surface run-off and summer drought. There 
is concern about pollution of the water by oil, 
copper and phenols from industry. 

Agricultural fertiliser run off and the 
intensive cattle production operations are also 
seen as adverse factors. 

Agriculture 
There are ten collective farms within the 
National Park. The main production is cattle 
farming (both for milk and meat), grain 
production, sheep, potatoes and other 
vegetables. One third of collective farm 
production is for the local market. One third 
goes to central government and one third to 
the free market. There is discussion of 
changing the form of certain of the collectives 
by offering shares to workers so the form of 
the present landholdings can be maintained. 
It is a characteristic of collectivism that the 
population has been concentrated in particular 
settlements while other villages have 
declined. Private farming is just beginning. 

Tourism 
There are an estminated 100,000 tourist 
visitors each year to the area. The only hotel, 
the Gastinsha Pereslavl, accommodates 
30,000 overnight stays per annum. The peak 
periods are Easter, June, July and August. 
Most tourism is in the form of organised 
groups. Intourist, for example, organises 
tours of the historic Golden Ring towns 
including Pereslavl. 

Tourist activity includes visits to the 
monasteries and other historic buildings and 
low key activities such as picnicking, picking 
mushrooms and berries and fishing by the 
lake. Motorised boating is banned on the 
lake, but there is rowing, a yacht club, wind 
surfing and fishing. In the forests there is 
camping, horse riding and state controlled 
hunting for elk, wild boar, foxes and hare. 

As Pereslavl is a couple of hours motoring 
from Moscow there are a number of holiday 
homes and dachas. The attractions of the area 
have led to a number of research institutions 
being established. Both the Program Systems 
Institute and ESCOS (the Ecological Station 
of Environment Control) are concerning 
themselves with the environmental problems 
of the area. They are contributing to historic 
building conservation by occupying monastic 
buildings. 

Problems and Opportunities 
Within the week it was possible only to listen 
and visit some of the area. It was not possible 
to undertake any real survey work. Any 
conclusions must be tentative. However, the 
main environmental concerns revealed were: 

pollution of the lake and watercourses 
the poor condition of the infrastructure 
an inefficient agricultural system 
potential disbenefits of tourism 
rural depopulation 

development impact on the landscape 

Pollution 
Industry,agricultural fertiliser run-off and the 
large scale cattle raising operations pollute 
the lake. There is also concern about 
petroleum pollution from lakeside roads. The 
survey information for this was not examined 
but the group doubts whether petrol pollution 
is a significant problem since traffic flows are 
low. However, there is considerable dust 
pollution from lorries in many areas. This 
can only be solved by appropriate road 
maintenance. 

The powers of the National Park include 
control over agricultural chemicals, but it wi l l 
be necessary to ensure such control can be 
effective while maintaining agricultural 
production. There should be a polluter pays 
policy, though to be fully effective such 
policies would require all-Union or all 
Russian Federation legislation. There should, 
though, be scope for action at a local or 
National Park level on the basis of both 
absolute and voluntary control and of 
industrial chemical reclamation techniques. 
Infrastructure 
The road infrastructure is in poor condition. 
Upgrading of maintenance of the present 
network of metalled roads is a priority. Most 
of the present roads are potholed. Ways of 
raising finance locally should be investigated; 
the most obvious source is tourism. Sources 
of local finance for road maintenance could 
be investigated, for example, there could be a 
summer toll charge for the lakeside road with 
exemptions for local people. At present 
development around the lake is limited by the 
poor condition of the road on the eastern 
bank. It may be that this difficulty of access 

could have benefits from a landscape and 
conservation point of view precisely because 
development is likely to be limited (and 
therefore controlled ) by poor access. Care 
should be taken to ensure that road 
improvements do not lead to undesirable 
development. 

But the requirement to improve 
infrastructure covers everything from water 
and sewage supplies to telephone 
communications. At present, for example, it 
is not possible to telephone to Pereslavl from 
Western Europe by direct dialling. Private 
tourism has considerable potential for the 
future, but would be dependent on basic 
modern telecommunications. It should be at 
least as easy to ring Pereslavl as to ring a 
village in Iceland. In other areas, such as 
sewage and electricity supply, there is scope 
for using alternative technology whether in 
the form of ecologically sound individual 
sewage recycling systems or small scale 
windmill power generation. 

Agricultural productivity 
This does not appear to be high and the 
distribution system is inefficient. There is a 
discussion of change and scope for major 
improvements in productivity. However, 
distribution improvements should have 
priority. This would ensure maximum 
benefits from current production, minimise 
wastage and help to stimulate consumer 
demand which in turn could lead to 
consumer-led improvements to productivity. 
At a local level the sort of discreet 
improvements which do not require large 
financial outlay would range from 
encouraging the present informal street 
markets, whether served by collectives, by 
allotment holders or private farmers. 
Collectives could also open their own shops, 
perhaps on the basis of Western European 
farm cooperatives. Simple ideas such as 
"pick your own" could be applied to certain 
crops for both the local and internal tourist 
market. 

Tourism 
This is both a major economic and cultural 
resource; if wrongly directed, a threat to the 
environment. There is a need to determine 
demand and concerns, both among the local 
population and among visitors. It is likely 
that more varied hotel and guest house 
accommodation would stimulate the local 
economy and benefit tourism. Bed and 
breakfast accommodation could easily be 
provided in private houses with next to no 
requirement for outside finance. A simple 
booking, grading and quality check scheme 
could be organised, either by a local 
association of guest houses or by the town 
council. I f promoted sensibly they could lead 
to an injection of foreign capital by direct 
spending at a very local level. The 
educational and ecological proposals of the 
existing institutions (Escos and the Systems 
Planning Institute) could stimulate 
educational tourism: similar enterprises such 
as the Centre of Alternative Technology in 
Wales are visited by up to 100,000 visitors a 
year. 
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The plan shows the following: 
The area covered by the Pereslavski National Park and its proposed extension 
area. 
Lake Pleshcheyevo and the River Nerl. 
M8 road which links Moscow to Yaroslavl and the bypass around Pereslavl. 
Existing forestry areas and peat extraction. 
Narrow gauge railway serving the peat areas and linking to the mainline railway. 

The narrow gauge railway around the lake 
is a considerable tourist asset and could well 
be upgraded. One result of the workshop has 
been the proposal to establish links with 
British private and volunteer narrow gauge 
railways. The Locomotive Club of Great 
Britain has expressed interest in visiting the 
system. However, the great advantage of the 
railway is that it allows control of tourist 
access. Further consideration could also be 
given to allowing passenger trains on the 
Pereslavl to Berendeevo freight line which 
connects with the main Moscow to Yaroslavl 
railway. Footpaths, forest trials and nature 
trails could be provided at minimum cost. 
Often the requirement is simply to erect some 
signs and ensure litter is collected. 

Rural depopulation 
This could be checked by promoting rural 
industry and crafts and perhaps by looking for 
new models for the collective farms, though 
obviously the forms of future agrcultural 
organisation should evolve and relate to the 
wishes of the local population. It is not for 
outsiders, never mind foreigners visiting for 
less than a week, to propose how the local 
farm population should lead their lives. 
However, given the attractiveness of the 
traditional houses and the housing shortage 
ways should be found to ensure young 
families have cheap starter homes; maybe the 
provision of self-build housing plots. 

Impact of development 
It is a characteristic of the Pereslavl skyline 
that the monasteries are on high ground and 
are usually surrounded by woodland from 
which the towers and domes project. These 
views of the monasteries and the views 
around the lake should be protected. 
Decisions about new development should 
respect both the historic cultural inheritance 
of the town and the picturesqueness of the 
countryside. 

The new housing microdistricts have not 
usually respected the landscape. New 
developments like the Systems Planning 
Institute building, in a dominant position on a 
hilltop overlooking the lake, have brought 
urbanisation to areas which were previously 
unspoiled. Buildings like this require tree 
planting and screening to reduce their visual 
impact and to screen the plethora of carparks 
and small installations which grow up around 
research institutes. 

There is a need for a visual and landscape 
survey of the whole National Park area and 
for use of sieve mapping or other techniques 
to establish areas sensitive to new 
development. Such survey could be extended 
to ecological, hydrological and landscape 
sensitivity to new development. 

The sketch indicates the impact of new 
development on the landscape with the 
new Micro District housing blocks 
competing with a historic monastery on 
the skyline. New buildings for the 
Program Systems Institute should not 
be placed on visible ridge lines. 
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TOWNSCAPE 
There are a number of elements which 
highlight the essential character of Pereslavl 
and the way in which it is perceived. 

the lakeside 
the river 
the crossing point of the river 
the ramparts area 
the hillsides and the escarpment 
the monuments consisting of five 
former monasteries, three existing 
churches and four former churches 
the traditional residential streets 
the structures visible on the skyline 

Some of these elements define the edges of 
the community. Others provide frequently 
used paths through the community, yet others 
act as landmarks that stand out from the 
general urban fabric. 

To identify and recognise the essential 
character of Pereslavl is important, otherwise 
this character could be lost as the community 
expands or regenerates itself to meet 
changing demands of society. The historic 
form, structures and institutions can be used 
to accommodate change and improve the 
quality of life. Local opinions should, 
however, be obtained about these key 
characteristics. This wi l l ensure that local 
values are recognised and that there is 
agreement about what is important to the 
people who live in the community. 

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
The following issues wi l l have a direct effect 
on the physical form of the community and 
should be addressed. 

The impact of the bypass on the town 
and benefits which could follow 
Giving greater identity to the historic 
centre 
Making provision for expanding 
commercial and shopping uses 
Importance of the monasteries in the 
town's visual structure and their 
potential reuse 
The need to introduce new 
underground services into the 
traditional housing areas 
The need to consider carefully any 
developments on the skyline 

The bypass 
The construction of the bypass wil l directly 
benefit the community by reducing air, noise 
and vibration pollution. Less road space wil l 
be needed to accommodate traffic. The major 
route or path through the community could 
make use of that space to take on a different 
character appropriate to the particular area. 
The road could be narrowed and trees 
planted. 

The historic centre 
The old settlement is identified clearly by the 
earth ramparts. There are a number of 
disused churches which, i f made available for 
new uses by the community, would reassert 
the historic importance of the area. They 
could be modified to accommodate such uses 
as a concert space, theatre and library. 
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Commercial uses 
The existing shopping area is limited 
providing little external space related to its 
activities. The existing arcade could be 
linked to the area behind the centrally located 
church of St Simeon to provide an attractive 
gathering space. 

Monuments 
The historic monasteries were visually linked 
together when they were established. Their 
dominance within the community has only 
recently been affected, and prejudiced, by the 
new housing developments located on the 
skyline on the north side of the town. 

Visitors to the monasteries and churches 
could be encouraged and attracted by a clear 
and comprehensive signing system. This 
could be developed further by defining a 
special route linking them together; a 
greenway route, for example, or something 
along which a special form of transportation 
might be provided. 

Two of the monasteries are already being 
restored by Institutes and one has been in use 
as a museum since the Revolution. The 
disused Nikitsky Monastery on the northern 
hillside is an impressive structure in a 
dominant setting. It should be given high 
priority for considering its reuse. It could be 
adapted as a way of providing new visitor 
accommodation. Existing Institutes could 
also be encouraged to examine uses for their 
purposes rather than building new 
accommodation on greenfield sites. 

Where there is insufficient capital to 
restore buildings ways should be found to 
make them windproof and watertight. 

Traditional housing areas 
The traditional streets of Pereslavl provide a 
special character to the town through the 
forms of the buildings and their decoration; 
through the spaces created within the street 
and the continuous lines of trees. Virtually 
no underground services are provided to the 
dwellings. The streetscape therefore includes 
overhead wires and standpipes and wide 
drainage ditches. The attractive aspects of 
these areas must not be destroyed by the 
introduction of sewers and drainage. They 
wil l not be if the introduction of the 
underground services is planned carefully. 
The essential character of the streets could be 
retained while extra space for parking, more 
planting and more usable open space could 
result. 

The skyline 
The impact of recent housing developments 
in Micro District 6 has significantly changed 
the perception of Pereslavl. More thought 
should be given to the effect that such 
developments wi l l have on the whole 
community as well as the implications for the 
residents themselves. These developments 
show only too well how the character of a 
place can be adversely changed in a short 
space of time by ill-considered proposals. 
The essential characteristics of Pereslavl need 
to be agreed by the community and form a 
central place in the consideration of any 
proposals for change. 

Above: Plan of ramparts commercial 
area. 

Top Right: These indicate how other 
public uses could be included in 
disused religious buildings and how 
additional commercial areas could be 
provided linked to an existing arcade. 

Right: View of traditional street pattern 
in the centre of Pereslavl with no water 
and sewerage to existing houses. 

Below Right: Future arrangements 
could retain the qualities of the 
environment as well as providing 
services to each house if carried out 
carefully. 

Bottom: Recent housing developments 
have already affected the traditional 
skyline of Pereslavl. The remaining 
qualities of the skyline should not be 
lost. 
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The housing character changes 
radically as you move from the centre 
of Pereslavl out to the new Micro 
Districts. Traditional timber housing is 
shown in the two sketches and 
photographs below show the abrupt 
change in scale between the timber 
housing and the new districts and 
examples of traditional brick housing 
and five-storey and nine-storey 
concrete housing blocks. 

HOUSING 
Housing is one of the key concerns of the 
town because it goes to the heart of the role 
of the town in the future - and the way it wi l l 
be resolved wil l affect the character of the 
City, whether it becomes a city with a living 
heart, a city that responds to the aspirations of 
its inhabitants, or a city that wi l l continue its 
environmental decline through the way its 
housing is provided. 

The character of the housing within the city 
can be categorised into two forms: 

the inner suburbs, built around the historic 
core of the city, the Citadel, characterised 
by timber and brick houses of one and two 
storeys. 
the microdistricts built at the edges of the 
city, most notably the Northern part close 
to the State Enterprises of Slavic, 
comprising 4 to 9 storey blocks of flats. 
Inner suburbs comprise tree-lined streets 

of domestic scale. The transition to the 
microdistricts is abrupt. The pattern of public 
space changes dramatically from a traditional 
form of houses and gardens giving directly 
onto the street, to large blocks of flats with 
unclear areas of public responsibility. 

Much of the new housing is provided by 
the state enterprises for their workers. They 
have shops, supermarkets and many facilities 
in their self-contained microdistricts. The 
result of this is to create an inverted city with 
a low rise quiet centre and a high rise active 
periphery. 

This division is exacerbated by the way the 
plans for the city are drawn up. The design 
institutes in Leningrad are responsible for the 
city plan and housing design and 
layouts;those in Moscow for the regional and 
subregional plans. 

The question of growth 
The city is growing fast. Al l over Russia 
there has been a drastic increase in urban 
population. It has been estimated that the 
population in Russia wi l l grow by 40% over 
the next 20 years. Pereslavl is no different. 
The nearness to Moscow has made Pereslavl 
attractive as a potential satellite city. The 
current population of the city is about 46,000 
people. There are another 28,000 people 
estimated to be living in the surrounding 
areas. The National Park, which 
encompasses the city, has indicated an initial 
desire to restrict growth of the city to rise to 
about 50,000 by the year 2010. However two 
aspects seem to be working against this 
prognosis, the continuing plans for expansion 
by Slavic (Soviet chemical enterprise).and 
immigration from the surrounding villages. 

Slavic employs some 30% of the working 
population. Construction of housing units for 
people working for Slavic, and other state 
enterprises, is by far the greatest contribution 
to housing provision in the city. These are 
not necessarily under the control of the City 
Council. They are the responsibility of these 
enterprises and other central ministries in 
Moscow. In addition to this housing the State 
Construction Enterprise has the right to build 
10% of all units for construction workers. 
Thus for every 100 units built another 10 
dwellings are built for construction workers; 
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some 5% of the working population. 
Figures given to us indicate that some 1,000 
people are emigrating from local villages 
each year to come to Pereslavl. That 
represents about a 2% in-migrating growth 
rate. With the advent of the National Park, 
greater restrictions on development in local 
villages could result in this figure rising. It 
can be seen that with these figures the City 
could grow to a population of 70,000 people 
within the 20 year period. This is a 
difference of some 20,000 people with the 
National Parks view, and presents a major 
strategic decision that needs to be resolved. 

Problems and Opportunities 
Key issues that are of concern in relation to 
housing can be identified as: 

Housing demand 
Form and construction of dwellings 
Alternative forms of housing 
Management and maintenance 
Community development 
Financial mechanisms 

Housing demand 
Pereslavl is similar in size and problems to 
6,000 other cities in the USSR. The gap 
between housing demand and supply is 
growing. For every 100 families housed 
about 130 new families are registered on the 
waiting list. 

There is recognition within the local 
authorities that the construction enterprises 
cannot close this gap. In fact the mechanism 
for supplying units to the Council works 
against the closure. The City indicates its 
need to the Design Institutes. The 
constructed units may have little relationship 
to the identified needs in terms of size and 
number of units but the City ".... accepts what 
we get and match it to our waiting list - we 
are glad to receive anything". 

Form and construction of dwellings: 
Housing within the "inner suburbs" or the 
historic core is of traditional form - small 
single or two storey dwellings set in their 
own plots with room enough for front and 
back gardens. In some cases communal 
allotments comprise part of this sub-urban 
fabric. This historic core is under threat. 
There have been recent attempts by the 
Design Institutes in Leningrad and Moscow 
to "rationalise" the areas by demolishing 
these individual plots and building 4 storey 
blocks of apartments. Whilst there is room 
for increasing densities and upgrading of 
infrastructure, there is a recognition within 
the City Council that these areas are special 
and need to be conserved. 

The 1960's saw the change in housing 
provision in Pereslavl towards high rise 
dwellings; initially with 4 storey walk-ups. 
The last decade has seen these change to 5 
and 9 storey buildings usually in blocks of 
60, 75 or 144 units. 

Construction methods have similarly 
changed from concrete and brick and panel 
towards what is termed "monolithic 
concrete", where all major components are 
prefabricated. This change has been brought 
about by capital investment in system 

The graph indicates how the gap between housing demand and housing supply is 
growing by about 25% per year. About 4 , 6 0 0 families are on the total waiting list 
in Pereslavl - one third of the population of the city. 
Plans below illustrate the internal arrangement of the older timber and brick 
houses compared with plans of flats in the five and nine storey blocks. 

traditional wooden house self build brick house 

flat in 9 storey block 

2000 

1000 

FAMILIES HOUSED 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

THE GAP BETWEEN SUPPLY AND DEMAND INCREASES 
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in constructing high rise buildings 
all dwellings have to be completed 
before families can move in 
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as families grow flats become overcrowded 
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in constructing low rise buildings 
families can move in as each dwelling 
is completed I 

Top: Illustrations show how high-rise flats are inflexible by comparison with low-
rise single family units which can expand. With high-rise blocks people have to 
wait for the whole block to be completed to be able to move in, whereas in low-
rise units individual houses can be occupied as each is completed. 

The lower illustration indicates alternative forms of housing. A range of plot sizes 
would provide choice. Residents could build for themselves. The dwellings could 
be built as individual houses, linked dwellings or rows of houses. New financial 
arrangements could encourage self-help housing. 

building, loss of skills within the workforce, 
changes in supply of building material, 
district heating systems and a belief that high 
rise prefabricated construction can close the 
housing gap with speed and quality. This 
does not appear to have occurred on both 
counts. Lack of materials, and workers have 
resulted in lengthy construction periods. The 
quality of monolithic concrete construction 
has proved bad, Finishes are uneven, 
reinforcement exposed, dimensions and site 
layout poor. 

It is only recently that the form of housing 
provided had been questioned. There is a 
move to reduce storey heights to between 2 
and 3 storeys. In addition, new "cottage" 
construction is taking place which indicates a 
move away from the more "monocultural" 
form of housing. This can be seen on the 
outskirts of the city being specially built for 
residents of a collective farm. 

Alternative forms of housing 
Low rise can achieve the same densities as 
high rise. With the costs per square metre 
being similar, a more appropriate 
environment can be achieved. Low rise 
buildings and more appropriate technology 
can speed the phasing of construction. There 
are also opportunities for self build and self 
managed construction in the form of site 
servicing enabling self build incremental 
development to occur. 

Management and maintenance 
The current financial deficit of the city means 
it is spending less on looking after its 
buildings and public spaces. With the inner 
suburbs of the older housing stock this is less 
of a problem. Houses are self maintained. 
The streets are, to a certain extent, also self 
maintained by the residents, many looking 
after the areas between their plots and the 
road. 

The outer areas of the city, such as 
microdistricts 5 and 6, with their different 
built form, require much more management 
and maintenance. Much of the area is under 
the responsibility of Slavic State Enterprise. 
They too, are unable to fund adequate 
management and maintenance. The majority 
of public space is left uncared for. Play areas 
are not repaired. Landscaping and works on 
the "public realm" are often cut out of the 
building contracts to save money. Buildings 
are also not maintained and the bad 
construction is further exposed by lack of 
repairs. Different maintenance brigades are 
responsible for different aspects of 
management and are not properly 
coordinated. 

There are few tenant/resident associations 
and no mechanisms for making families more 
responsible for the spaces around their 
buildings. The need for allotments is one 
aspiration that can be catered for. So, too, 
can gardens for ground floor flats. Sketches 
showing some of the concepts for self 
management which could help create a more 
"friendly" environment and reduce costs, 
were presented to the City Council. 

Better management and maintenance 
require more community involvement in the 
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microdistricts. This needs to be developed 
and assisted to generate a spirit of mutual self 
help. In these complex times this could 
prove difficult. Devolvement of power and 
decision making which include programmes 
in management and self help techniques, 
skills, training and education, are likely to be 
the best waysto bring about a more systematic 
programme of maintenance of houses and 
public spaces. 

Community development 
In the microdistricts of Pereslavl the providers 
of housing are at the same stage as the British 
local authorities of 30 years ago: decisions are 
made in isolation to the needs of the local 
community. 

The creation of a successful programme of 
community involvement in local decision 
making wil l not be an easy task in a country 
which has no equivalent Russian word for 
"community". There exists no clear decision-
making basis at a local level. A labyrinthine 
bureaucracy exacerbates the situation. 

In looking to its own heritage Pereslavl has 
examples of self-build, community 
cooperation and housing provision outside of 
the state system. 

The establishment of a successful 
community development programme would 
need to be addressed at several interrelated 
levels. 

In the existing traditional housing areas 
most residents have taken responsibility for 
their own defined space. It would be a simple 
step to amalgamate these responsibilities into 
street and/or neighbourhood committees. 
They could define local needs and possibly be 
responsible for a local budget. 

In the new microdistricts there is no direct 
responsibility defined for the open spaces at 
ground level. This open space could be partly 
defined and allocated to specific families. 
The remaining public spaces could be 
maintained by local management committees. 
These would be locally elected, several 
members from each block forming the group 
that would ascertain the needs of the local 
community on a block by block basis. Such a 
programme would build up a scenario of the 
needs of the whole district. 

The type of location of the provision of 
new housing could also become part of the 
remit of the newly created neighbourhood and 
community committees, thus creating a 
"better f i t" between housing need and housing 
provision. Provision of low-rise units, at 
much the same density as high-rise 
development, with surrounding garden space 
would alleviate the need for the provision of 
separate "dachas" and/or allotments. 

On a city-wide scale representatives from 
the local neighbourhood committees could be 
elected as representatives on bodies 
responsible for larger areas. This would 
ensure that decision-making at city level 
would be responsive to local needs. One 
inflexible bureaucracy must not, however, be 
replaced by another. 

While such a scenario might prove 
reasonably straight forward in our own 
political system some radical changes would 
appear to be required in the "Russian" 

situation. Perhaps the present time offers a 
window of opportunity for the establishment 
of a realistic strategy. 

Financial mechanisms 
The final part of the housing jigsaw is the 
process of making things happen. The new 
decrees have moved the process a long way 
forward. There exists a mechanism for 
selling plots of land, for obtaining limited 
loans. These need to be strengthened and the 
range of opportunities widened. 

The key issue is the return of decision 
making to a local level. Design Institutes in 
Moscow and Leningrad have no role to play, 
except at a strategic planning level. Certainly 
the architecture and design of housing in 
Pereslavl should be within the ambit of the 
City Council. 

The present situation could be called 
dispersed centralisation, with Government, 
oblasts, States Enterprises and various 
ministries all taking different decisions over 
the heads of City Council. The development 
of decision making could be centralised into a 
local urban management department or into a 
formal linking arrangement between 
appropriate local agencies and other 
interested parties. 

With this new arrangement some form of 
corporate and participative management 
structure is also required. Experience with 
other workshops indicates that departments 
and agencies often don't talk to each other. 
Departmentalism is common in Pereslavl. A 
more democratic cross professional approach 
may be required. "Management technology" 
of formal and informal procedures is needed 
to achieve an adequate urban management 
process. 

Because the current institutional structures 
are unused to responding to the community, 
the emerging management structure would 
need to build in participatory and 
communication mechanisms. This 
democratic process of consultation and 
participation can only take place successfully 
through community institutions, and because 
these do not really exist, through community 
development. This is essential for any self 
help or aided self management solutions to 
providing housing, or management and 
maintenance of existing stock. 

The process of development wi l l need to 
move toward a partnership of public agency 
providing the opportunities for action 
(financial, construction, and ownership) and 
the individual and community effort 
consisting of self help and contributions to 
infrastructure and community facilities. 
Financial mechanisms wi l l need to be 
broadened and brought into the urban 
management structure. Currently the banks 
wi l l provide a maximum of 10K roubles for a 
loan to build a house on a plot. This form of 
lending needs to be widened and made more 
flexible. The issue of the level of interest 
needs to be resolved. An experimental 
finance corporation related to local/regional 
requirements may be a way forward. Some 
forms of local tax/rates collection, that 
remain locally rather than going to Moscow 
to be redistributed, may need to be considered. 

I 
open uncared 
for space 

private gardens 
play area 
allotments 
and landscape 

Better use could be made of the open 
spaces between blocks of flats by 
providing gardens for ground floor 
dwellings or by providing the 
opportunity for allotments. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 
It is not too difficult to state what may be 
desirable by way of future development and 
change in Pereslavl. However it is much 
more difficult to suggest how such 
development and change may be realised. 
Our contribution would not be complete 
however, i f we did not try to do this. 

We must say that we found the structures 
of administration to be complicated and 
difficult to understand. This is not surprising 
in such a period of rapid change but we do 
consider that clarification of the structures 
and their inter-relationships is desirable. 
Mention was made of "collective 
irresponsibility" as a way of describing the 
present system. This needs changing: 

In this context we would suggest three 
important characteristics for whatever system 
is chosen: 

Clarity: all parties involved must be able to 
understand the system; 

Transparency: everybody's roles and 
responsibilities must be known and 
recognised; 

Adaptability: the system must be able to 
adapt to new circumstances. 

Sooner or later the country wi l l have a new 
system of government with local, regional 
and central structures being created. Their 
duties and responsibilities, procedures for 
decision making, taxation and financing, wi l l 
be set up at that stage. 

No system wil l be ideal or perfect. It can 
only be hoped that Pereslavl wi l l be able to 
have greater control over its territory and its 
resources than hitherto. 

At that point it wi l l be possible to plan the 
future of the area on the basis of the resources 
available, the wishes of the population and 
the role of Pereslavl in relation to the rest of 
the country. There is evidence that technical 
expertise exists to produce perfectly adequate 
plans; the political skill and methods of 
involving the population need developing. 

Furthermore, a system for implementation 
of the plans and for controlling future 
development wi l l have to be established. 
When considering ideas - whether plans or 
proposals for development - we recommend 
that alternative possibilities are examined; 
rarely is there a unique answer to a problem. 

At first there wil l be need to rely, at least in 
part, on external funding. This wil l probably 
be the State. Some foreign investment may 
be offered but it may be small and not always 
correspond to the local needs. As a free 
market develops, action should be taken to 
commercialise some of the local products. 
The possibility of developing cooperatives 
should be investigated. 

There is one major resource - land. As 
soon as it becomes a commodity, it wi l l 
generate some surplus local finance which 
can be re-invested in the locality. 

Land is an example of the local resources 
available of which the best use must be made. 
Other examples exist. The first is the 

It is interesting to compare the layout 
of the meeting room in the Communist 
Party Headquarters at the initial 
meeting (top) and at the presentation 
of the team's report (bottom). The 
informality of the layout with team 
members and the public at the same 
level and each of the twelve members 
making a contribution to the 
presentation probably made as big an 
impression on the public as the form of 
the proposals themselves. 

Right: Restoration work proceeding on 
the Fyodorosky Monastery which is 
being undertaken by the Program 
Systems Institute. 

population and its skills. There are traditional 
skills in this area which must be encouraged 
and helped to expand; there is a building 
brigade restoring historic buildings. 

Closely related to the above is the use of 
locally available materials. Heavy 
prefabrication is not the way forward when 
timber and ceramics are local materials. 

The historic and architectural heritage is 
another important resource. But it goes 
beyond the Monasteries; the simple wooden 
house that is the home of many people in 
Pereslavl should be cherished, recorded and 
recognised as a local monument. Equally 
there are interesting old industrial buildings 
that could be restored for new uses. 

There are numerous examples of re-use of 
historic buildings, churches, places, 
warehouses and markets. The new uses to 
which they are put depend on the demand for 
particular activities, the characteristics of the 
building and whether the interior as well as 
the exterior needs preserving. 

A further important resource is the natural 
beauty of the area. The natural attractiveness 
has been mentioned and so has the 
townscape. There is also the importance of 
the natural environment in terms of food 
production. Why were there food shortages 
in such a rich region? The answer lies again 
in lack of local control and poor distribution 
related to it. 

Undoubtedly to succeed people need to be 
encouraged to become involved and 
committed. Enterprise must be stimulated, 
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people must receive incentives for better 
quality work. This is already happening in 
certain parts of the local economy. It needs 
generalised adoption. 

Certain projects can act as catalysts for 
development though they have to be carefully 
chosen and integrated into the local 
development. 

Future proposals should be based on the 
United Nations concept of sustainable 
development which encourages countries to 
carry out their economic development in a 
manner which does not result in a loss of 
non-renewable resources. Ecology was often 
mentioned in the discussions and it was 
obviously a concern of many people in the 
community. That concern is endorsed. It 
should always be taken into account when 
evaluating new projects. 
Pereslavl has numerous assets; they are 
assets which should not be lost. 

PERESLAVL TECHNOPOLIS 
One important test of implementation is the 
ability to construct new facilities such as the 
proposed Pereslavl Technopolis. Its purpose 
is to provide a structured series of activities 
to promote short-term environmental 
improvements and long-term environmental 
awareness. It wi l l provide a centre for 
ecologically used learning and practical 
experience employing advanced information 
technologies. This, in turn, wi l l help to foster 
appropriate forms of sustainable economic 
and social development for the future. 

Pereslavl has natural advantages for such a 
site. The lake and surrounding area provide 
an attractive environment with good 
recreation facilities - particularly with regard 
to the lake - and the town is close enough to 
Moscow, and the main international airport, 
to be able to travel there and back in a day. 
In addition there are already institutes in and 
around Pereslavl which are concerned with 
high-technology and the environment. But 
the location has drawbacks. It is not sited 
close to major centres of higher education. 
Access to the town by road is adequate, but 
not exceptional. There is no passenger rail 
link. 

The technopolis wi l l embrace several 
different elements: 

a series of independent, though linked 
research centres, in association with the 
Programs Systems Institute (PSI) of 
Pereslavl; 

a number of environmentally-oriented 

education and training programmes 
embracing students ranging in age from 
kindergarten children to university 
postgraduates; and 

a network of personal and institutional 
contacts dealing with related ecological issues 
throughout the world. 

A number of critical considerations need to 
be addressed before the Technopolis can 
come into being. The basic orientation of the 
facilities adopted from the outset is important. 
While this needs to be resolved in detail as 
the project proceeds, it is already clear that 
theTechnopolis wil l perform an important 
education function; that this function should 
involve educating people for life; and that the 
education should involve direct experience of 
a practical kind. But the basic thrust of the 
centre is not education in a narrow and rigid 
way. It is, rather, about changing 
fundamental attitudes. 

A second key issue is that of timing. Al l of 
the component parts of the Technopolis 
cannot be realized at once - nor should they. 
Rather, what is required is a careful 
programme of phasing the component parts so 
that they functionally - and in some cases 
physically - interlock with each other. 
Perhaps the best starting point would be to 
build on existing strengths so that some form 
of positive synergy is created. This, in turn, 
means that facilities and programmes, 
related to young peoples' environmental 
education, should play a prominent role from 
the beginning. 

A third issue is that of resources. Useful, 
and potentially valuable, as the Technopolis 
idea is, it wi l l be necessary to be practical and 
hard-headed in order to bring it into being. 
Funds can be sought from a variety of sources 
both within the Soviet Union and abroad. 
Governmental funds are crucial, but there is 
no reason to assume that private sector 
involvement should not also be included. 
Other resources are also necessary -
including, most importantly - a well trained 
and highly motivated workforce. Land and 
premises also have an important role to play 
in the development of the facility. 

Technical Assistance 
The Workshop considers that a Technical 
Assistance Programme (TAP) is the most 
appropriate form of help to the City. 

It could provide advice, help set up 
demonstration projects, and initiate 
institutional financial and housing 
programmes to address the key issues. 

It should initially last about 3 years, in 
order to create credibility, set up programmes 
and monitor first results. 

It should be a partnership between local 
and regional professionals and advisers form 
the UK and other countries. Advisers would 
be part of a combined team but would not 
necessarily be present in Russia all the time. 

Their role would be to help set tasks for a 
core local team to implement, helping with 
advice and being present at critical periods. 

A project management team should be 
established to run it. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
Pereslavl has a number of natural and man-
made advantages including the lake, the 
ancient monuments, and the town centre 
conservation policy. 

These advantages need to be preserved and 
enhanced along the lines of the divisions 
which were used in this report. 

THE SUB REGION 
A tourism strategy is required 
Pollution control needs to be more 
firmly enforced 
Additional funding for roads 
maintenance is essential 
The promotion of rural industry policy 
is needed 
A landscape impact study is required 
on the effect of major changes 

THE TOWNSCAPE 
The bypass could allow changes in the 
town 
The monuments need to be restored, 
and properly signposted 
The town's assets need to be more 
effectively marketed so that tourism 
can be encouraged 
Improvements to traditional housing 
areas need careful consideration 
Public participation and discussion 
about the town's future needs to be 
encouraged. 

HOUSING 
The refurbishment and repair of 
existing houses 
Tenant participation in design and 
management 
The 'designed' provision and 
management of public spaces 
Alternative non-state housing, such as 
self-build and serviced building plots 
Intensification of development 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Control the balance between external 
investment and that from local 
resources 
Land is a commodity that must be 
carefully exploited 
People are the most valuable resource 
and new skills must be developed and 
old skills revived 
Cherish and record the simple wooden 
traditional houses 
Simplify the administrative structure, if 
necessary by informal means 
Encourage key projects which will 
generate further development 
Promote a programme of technical 
assistance to evaluate appropriate 
models 
Ensure that growth takes place within a 
framework of conservation and the 
concept of 'sustainable development' 
Create and maintain a vision of the 
Pereslavl the people want to have. 
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SOUTHERN 
ITALY 
HILL TOWNS 
AND TRULLI 

Alan Stones 

Alan Stones has organised tours of 
various European locations since 1983. 
He describes the 1 9 9 1 visit to 
Southern Italy which included the trullis 
at Alberbello shown above. Aficionados 
should note that Alan is taking a hard-
earned break in 1992 but promises to 
resume the following year. 

The Urban Design Group visited the hill 
towns of Tuscany and Umbria in 1985. 
We were aware then that hill towns 
were a much more widespread 
phenomenon, and promised ourselves 
a return visit to look at the southern 
manifestation of the species which 
occurred in May 1991. 

Southern Italy was a Greek province in 
classical times and vernacular building from 
more recent centuries has very much of a 
Greek look, with flat roofed Cubic houses 
lining narrow streets, in many cases 
whitewashed. The whitewash is, however, 
not universal and seems to be a localized 
preference. The difference from the typical 
Cycladic village is that the townscape clusters 
around one or more substantial medieval 
churches, either in a severe Norman 
Romanesque or a Dalmatian gothic style, and 
also that in most cases the town has expanded 
considerably from the 19th century onwards, 
leaving a clear intra/extra muros break. 

Our tour began at Bari, which, outside the 
old walled town, is an unpleasant, traffic-
choked city with the reputation of having the 
highest level of petty crime in Italy. We were 
glad to leave and be based for the next two 
nights in Matera, one of the two provincial 
capitals of Basilicata. Matera is remarkable 
in that virtually the whole of the pre-20th 
century town was in the form of cl i f f 
dwellings on the side of a ravine, and was 
completely abandoned during the 1950s due 
to insanitary conditions. These quarters, the 
'Sassi' are only now being recolonized, but 
remain structurally intact and make an 
amazing urban panorama. Among the 
abandoned dwellings are many Byzantine 
rock churches. 

Basilicata 
Basilicata is the poorest region in Italy, and 
was the subject of Carlo Levi's influential 
novel 'Christ stopped at Eboli '. Undoubtedly 
there is still relative poverty today in the 
region, but it is not evident, and decades of 
government investment has transformed the 
economy to the extent that the scenes 
described by Levi are now unrecognisable. 
Levi regarded the stark landscape of eroded 
clay outcrops or 'calanchi' as threatening and 
monotonous. We found it dramatic and 
'lunar'. Levi had no eye for townscape, but 
we found the little towns of whitewashed 
dwellings delightful in the way they clung to 
the ridges and teetered on cl i f f edges. 
Admittedly, we did not visit the interiors of 
any of these dwellings, but we did notice 
many abandoned houses, often due to 
structural failure resulting from the erosion of 
the clay, but also as a result of emigration. 

which now seems to have ceased. 
Apart from Bari and Matera, we visited 

two other cities: Taranto and Lecce. Taranto 
has a remarkable location on a series of 
islands and peninsulas at the mouth of a great 
natural harbour. The old town, in honey-
coloured stone, with narrow streets and 
dilapidated buildings, occupies the whole of 
an island, whilst the 19th-century city centre 
is on one of the peninsulas, linked by a 
bridge. Lecce, though originally a Roman 
town, with surviving theatre and 
amphitheatre, is a Baroque city, with many 
buildings in an elaborate Spanish variant of 
the Baroque style, testifying to the 18th 
century period of Spanish rule in Southern 
Italy. 

Ravines 
Another theme of the tour was towns on the 
edge of ravines, a characteristic feature of the 
limestone terrain of part of the region. 
Generally, as at Gravina and Castellaneta, the 
town turns its back on the ravine, whilst its 
buildings crowd up to the edge, though at 
Massafra the new and old parts of the town 
lie on opposite sides linked by a bridge. In all 
cases there are abandoned cave dwellings in 
the cl i f f face below the town. 

Finally, the mysterious trulli, dwellings 
comprising grouped conical forms that pepper 
the landscape over a tract of central Apulia. 
The conical roofs are formed of corbelled 
stones that step up to meet at the apex. Some 
writers claim that they were originally rural 
storage buildings adapted as dwellings, others 
that they are the result of North African 
influence many centuries ago. However, 
there is no ethnic influence to back up this 
theory - in fact the ethnic origins of the 
population are homogeneous between the 
trulli area and adjoining areas. Dating the 
buildings is also difficult. Some claim that 
they originated no earlier than the 16th 
century, others that they go back to the 10th. 
The other remarkable factor is that the trulli 
are exclusively a rural building type. Towns 
such as Ostuni, Locorotondo and Martina 
Franca within the trulli area are composed of 
buildings that must be as old as or older than 
the surrounding trulli, but which are flat-
roofed and whitewashed. Only at Alberobello 
is an urban grouping of trulli to be found, and 
they certainly form a very exotic townscape. 
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS ON A LANDSCAPE 
STRATEGY FOR LONDON, MALE 
DOMINATED DESIGN, APPROPRIATE 
FORMS OF HOUSING AND A 
GENTLEMAN'S VIEW OF PARIS. 

Robert Holden is a landscape architect 
in private practice. Jean Fraser is 
Assistant Borough Planning Officer at 
Hounslow. Asad Shaheed is an 
associate of Halcrow Fox Associates. 
Martin Richardson is an architect in 
private practice. 

TOWARDS A GREEN STRATEGY FOR 
LONDON 
by Tom Turner 
London Planning Advisory Committee 
1991 £ 2 8 (concessions available) 

The London Planning Advisory Committee, 
that addenda to the GLC Abolition Bil l 
unwanted by Government, has been a useful 
forum for discussion of ideas about planning 
in London. Its freedom from executive 
powers has almost been a benefit. Certainly 
it takes the city's landscape and 'Green' 
environment seriously. It is curious that 
London has lacked the landscape structure 
plans of Holland or Germany and there has 
been a remarkable lack of political interest in 
good parks both old and new, street trees, 
pedestrian and cycle systems, nature parks, 
landmark policy, effective riverside policies, 
skyline and view policies compared with say 
Paris, Berlin, Amsterdam or Barcelona. 

So one should welcome LPAC's interest; it 
has commissioned a number of studies, of 
which Tom Turner's is the latest. Turner is a 
lecturer in the Landscape School at Thames 
Polytechnic and he has written widely on 
landscape planning, his year classes and 
projects at Thames Polytechnic over the past 
ten years have investigated the role of 
landscape architecture and planning in 
London and the Greater London area. 

This report has the merit of brevity (24 
pages), comprehensiveness (Turner reviews 
strategic open space planning) and 
practicality (he makes specific realisable 
recommendations). He also records that the 
area of Metropolitan Open Land is increasing, 
the Metropolitan Green Belt is in flux, there 
is considerable development of Green Chains 

and 212 km. of existing long distance 
footpath and proposals for a further 333 km. 
Turner's brief was to produce a plan of 
strategic open space in London showing 
Green Belt, Metropolitan Open Land and 
Metropolitan Walks and Green Chains: this 
Strategic Open Space Plan is to be published 
separately and one hopes soon. It is 
remarkable that such a basic tool does not 
exist in London and this absence underlines 
the need for a landscape data base for London 
which is one of Turner's proposals. 

Turner's inspiration is the Abercrombie 
open space plan of 1944 in The Greater 
London Plan. However, he proposes a 
development of Abercrombie's ideas. One of 
Abercrombie's notions was for a series of 
'pathways' which were to be tree-lined 
boulevards or parkways; Turner instead 
suggests a network of footpath routes based 
on existing scenic walks such as the GLC's 
Green Chain, the Northern Outfall Sewer 
Cycleway or the Silver Jubilee Walk. He also 
proposes multi-use parks for the future 
planned in conjunction with water storage, 
surface water management, mineral 
extraction, forestry, railway stations, 
shopping centres, nature conservation areas, 
sport and business and free from the motor 
car. It is easy to look abroad for prototypes 
abroad from Pare de la Villette (with housing, 
museum, education, recreation and 
entertainment uses) to the 1992 Den Haag-
Zoetermeer Garden Festival (with housing 
and commercial uses designed within a public 
park and forested open space structure). 
Turner also proposes ecological corridors 
which would not always be open to public 
access and supports the London Cycling 
Forum proposal for a 1000 mile strategic 

cycle route network. These ideas for 
pedestrian, cycleway, bridleway and 
ecological corridors are aspects of Turner's 
major recommendation for a green strategy. 
But a comprehensive green strategy should 
also cover private open space, street and road 
'beautification' and consider the climatic 
aspects of landscape policy: the Germans 
believe they can modify climate by tree 
planting, is there real evidence for this or not? 
Turner's other recommendations include an 
advisory manual on the planning of 
Metropolitan Walks and the need for 
landscape studies. There should be a survey 
of Green Belt visual quality, recreation 
potential and of areas which require 
protection in order to separate towns. There 
should be studies of park usage, of nature 
conservation and establishment of the open 
space data base. This is an admirable i f 
limited study, LPAC would be well advised 
to follow up its recommendations. One looks 
forward to the promised plan of London's 
Strategic Open Space, in the meantime its 
absence makes the report appear a proposal 
for footpaths. It is reasonable to doubt 
whether Michael Heseltine, as the responsible 
Secretary of State, wi l l act effectively upon 
these recommendations, meanwhile the 
condition of London's parks and open spaces 
and the effectiveness of landscape planning 
and ecological policies compares more and 
more unfavourably with other Western 
European capital cities. If, as Tom Turner 
suggests, open space plans are among the 
'Greatest achievements of a civilized people' 
then one wonders at the current state of 
English civilisation. 

Robert Holden 

Cycleway 
Network 

Ecological 
Corridors 

Pedestrian 
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LIVING IN A MAN-MADE WORLD 
Gender Assumptions in Modern 
Housing Design 
by Marion Roberts, Routledge 1991 
Marion Roberts ventures into relatively 
uncharted territory in her 'exploration' of the 
relationships between housing, gender and 
class as reflected in the form and design of 
post-war state housing in Britain. This period 
of public housing has been carefully chosen 
by the author to illustrate how design in its 
widest sense, embracing the entire decision-
making process from the Government 
Commission to the architect's penstroke, 
conspired to perpetuate the dependent and 
subordinate role of women in society. The 
question left for the reader to explore is 
whether the design process continues to 
produce housing forms which reinforce the 
dominant male role in society. 

There is more to this book than the title 
might suggest; it seems to promise a feminist 
critique of specific housing types such as 
terraced houses compared with 1960s deck 
access compared with high rise tower blocks 
(with all blame placed firmly at the feet of 
male architects). However, it is far more 
ambitious. Marion Roberts invites us to join 
her in a thoughtful 'exploration' of how 
housing choices between (for example) flats 
or houses, high or low density, near or far 
from workplaces, with or without communal 
facilities, are made and how they affect the 
lives and aspirations of women. A strong 
point of this book is that this analysis is set 
within an excellent economic/social/political 
historical context structured as four main 
themes presented with a feminist perspective: 

a) social reproduction and housing form: 
how women were affected by (for 
example) society's promotion of the 
home and family, and by planning 
policies aimed at separating dwellings 
and workplaces 

b)housing and gender: how women's 
employment and wage-earning 
possibilities were limited by assumptions 
about the nuclear family and the 
woman's role within it 

c) housing and class: how housing 
standards, location and privacy defined 
the status of the occupiers and the 
pressure to conform to 'woman as 
housekeeper' 

d)how women's expectations and 
aspirations vary between classes, and 
how this has been influenced by form 
and internal design of housing. 

Within this context the author considers 
the role of social planners and architects as 
interpreters of social policy. To what extent 
was there a conscious effort on their part to 
achieve certain social goals and to influence/ 
change housing policy? To what extent were 
these decision-makers and designers of 
housing simply reflecting unquestioned sexist 
assumptions and economic realities such as 
land costs and home appliances? 

The London County Council Architects 
Department provides some of the answers to 

this question. The LCC Architects were held 
in high esteem during this period (1950s) and 
many of them held visions which saw 
realisation as experiments in new forms of 
Council housing estates. Though radical and 
often physically attractive, these new housing 
forms (e.g. Roehampton) often exacerbated 
the disadvantages for women, such as 
isolation, poor security, and inappropriate 
childrens' play space. It is suggested that 
these visions were more the product of the 
designers' own social background than an 
attempt to redefine societal norms, and that 
this may have blinded the architects and 
others to the adverse implications of such 
designs for the intended working class women 
occupiers. However, some of these schemes 
were 'successful' judging by the high level of 
satisfaction expressed in quoted interviews 
with female occupants of a north London 
estate. The interviews are useful in 
highlighting the link between perceived 
housing conditions and social status, but did 
not provide any 'hard' data in support of the 
main points of the book. 

Generally Marion Roberts presents 
convincing evidence to show how social 
policy, designers' social background and 
economic constraints combine to reinforce the 
stereotype of the woman as non-working 
housewife (and to apparently ignore the 
possibility of women having any other role or 
function in society). The book thereby makes 
its greatest contribution in providing food for 
thought about housing design in the 1990s: 

a) does the current trend, of both public and 
private housing design, back to mini-
sized terraced houses offer any new 
options to modern women? 

b)are the existing mechanisms for 
determining housing priorities 
sufficiently sensitive to the changing 
housing needs of women in society? 

c) would an increased percentage of women 
in the design professions really lead to a 
change in the situation? 

d)are new forms of housing evolving or 
likely to evolve to address the problems 
and concerns raised in Marion Roberts' 
book? 

Jean Fraser 

HOUSING WITHOUT HOUSES - Nabeel 
Hamdi, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 
1991 £ 2 0 
When seen in isolation, the question of 
'appropriate' housing is traditionally best 
answered by user communities. Families, 
groups of people and smaller communities, 
instinctively devise means to both shelter 
themselves and sustain their habitat in a 
manner which responds to their economic 
well-being, their financial constraints, their 
social and cultural traditions, their 
demographic make-up and indeed their 
physical environment and climate. 

A dilemma arises however when such 
settlement is placed within an urban 
framework typically containing land usage and 
zoning controls, scarcity of land and financial 
resources, fiscal accountability, statutory 
requirements for access, health, sanitation, and 
communal well-being, and standards 
prescribing building form and appearance. 

I f housing is to remain appropriate to users, 
then urban governments must decide whether 
and how to change regulations to suit housing 
needs, or conversely to attempt to influence 
the way in which people live, to specify 
where they live and how they should live. 
Over the last twenty to thirty years 
governments, loan and aid agencies, 
consultants and academics have offered an 
array of answers in response to this dilemma. 

Projects and programmes, innovations in 
design and building technology, creative 
financing theories on urban management, 
calls for greater community involvement in 
the planning of shelter have been formulated. 
When implemented, some concepts (such as 
mass public housing) have failed abysmally, 
others (such as serviced sites) have been 
partially successful. 

Nabeel Hamdi. Director of International 
Studies, Design and Development at Oxford 
Polytechnic, has spent time and energy 
researching, reading and compiling these 
theories and ideas. The first part of his book 
has catalogued impartially, the views and 
ideas of individuals, agencies and 
governments and contains an abundance of 
references, quotations and statistics. 

The essential thesis arising somewhere in 
the middle of the book, is based firmly on 
views held by JFC Turner, NJ Habraken and 
others, who advocate a blend of greater 
community participation and lesser 
intervention by government and professionals. 

No 'solutions' are provided here, and this 
is deliberate. Rather, the final chapters of the 
book contain a series of prompts, ideas, 
methods and themes to bear in mind when 
considering the process of housing and user 
needs. 

As far as theories go, 'Housing without 
Houses' contains little that is original The 
value of this book lies rather in its 
considerable background research, and its 
bringing together under one cover, the vast 
range of ideas, thoughts, observations and 
methods associated with housing. 

Asad Shaheed 
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DAVID GENTLEMAN'S PARIS 
John Curtis and Hodder & Stoughton 
1 9 9 1 £ 2 5 

How wonderful to be able to open a book and 
feel Paris - at its best - rushing out at you. Its 
light, its diversity, its vitality, its style, its 
oddity, radiate from David Gentleman's 
lovely drawings. 

This book is packed with maybe 500 pen 
and ink watercoloured drawings. David 
Gentleman is that rarity, a contemporary 
topographical artist, with the modesty to 
observe and the skill to communicate his 
delight. An artist who looks outwards; not as 
has been the case for so tediously long, and 
for so many, absorbed in a narcissistic and 
portentous contemplation of an interior that 
all too often proves empty. 

In a world flooded by colour photography, 
whose bland perfection masks rather than 
reveals what it professes to convey, these 
fresh drawings have a sharp immediacy. 

They are about the light, the animation, the 
inhabitants - and the architecture and spaces 
of Paris. The portrayal of the people and 
paraphernalia of today show the architecture 
in action, functioning as place and backgrond, 
stage and backdrop. The artist's 
uncensorious eye admits breadth and life. 

This is not a random sketch book. David 
Gentleman sets out to portray and analyse 
Paris comprehensively and in its diversity, 
and supports his pictures with a text that 
celebrates, with charm and sharpness, his 
enthusiasm. 

The chapter headings give a key to his 
scope : The Seine, The Left Bank, The 
Islands and the Marais, the Grand Alignment, 
the Rational City, Places, Parks and Gardens, 
Visitors Paris, the Working City, Paris Street 
Life, Renewing Paris. 

The writing is entertainingly perceptive, 
and it is worth quoting some samples: 
"Looking and marvelling at the splendours of 
Paris...The Pont Alexandre III... The Grande 
Arche... one realises that one is being worked 
on, got at; subjected to an almost 
overbearing concentration of spectacles, of 

sights intended especially to impress... What 
do all these fine monuments celebrate if not 
hollow, discarded or extinct myths so to 
be overwhelmed by Parisian monumental 
grandeur for its own sake is, in part at least, 
to fall for presentation, for a splendid piece of 
PR. But I feel no such reservations about the 
beautiful tall rows of houses, their facades 
tinted grey and cream and patterned with 
finely detailed shutters and balconies, their 
continuity broken here and there by arched 
entrances into hidden courtyards... There is 
nothing overbearing or inhuman about the 
cafes and shops and markets, the buses and 
the Metro, the vivid life of various districts, 
and the elegant or industrious and struggling 
existence of the people. These are the sharp 
true reminders of the real Parisian 
civilisation, of its human face." 

But nevertheless delighting in the set 
pieces, he sharply observes that it is their 
"combination of imagination and ruthlessness 
that gives Paris its unique character". 

In the Parisians he admires "an inherited 
readiness to strive for a better way to live, an 
attitude evidently accepted in Paris as natural 
and possible, not as a target for automatic 
cynicism and ridicule". 

The Grande Arche 
Of the Grande Arche: "Looking through the 
Grande Arche is like that other contemporary 
experience, looking at a televsion set with a 
blank screen. Maybe in due course an 
appropriate picture wi l l appear. But for the 
present it's impossible not to ask i f the effort 
was all really worth it; is this architecture or 
just bombast?' 

The Rational City 
There is a nice chapter entitled "The Rational 
City". "Paris is rich", he notes, " in buildings 
that, even if they end up covered with 
decoration, started in someone's mind as 
simple rational, geometrical shapes. Lines, 
squares, triangles and arches, flat and solid, 
single or repeated, are what buildings are 
made of; if they are repeated often enough 
they turn into terraces and arcades and 
colonnades, or they can be stretched into 
columns and towers or extended into long 
perspectives of stone or grass or foliage. 
Rationally conceived and carried out with 
imagination, skill and determination, these 
shapes form the essential ingredients of 
elegant, rational Parisian architecture and city 
planning." 

Parisian Squares 
Of the Parisian squares - "The delight of such 
spaces lies in the contrast between their fairly 
formal layout and the irrepressible human life 
they attract." 

Of drawings: " I came to think that trying 
to draw someone sweeping the street or 
launching a wind-up plastic pigeon is not 
only harder but more interesting than drawing 
a building that stands there stock still until 
you get tired of looking at it." 

Paris has become an exceptionally 
poignant experience as, over the years, it has 

cherished and renovated itself, while London 
has apathetically slid into neglect and 
exploitation. French pride and self respect 
demand that not only should its heritage be 
sustained; but so too its place at the cultural 
forefront. Though at times this may lead to 
the acceptance of the emptier artefacts of the 
avant garde (such as the broken columns 
littering the front court of the Palais Royale, 
to name but one), it also leads to a sense of 
contemporary vitality. Compare the sheer 
nerve (to use one of David Gentleman's 
phrases) of the siting of the Louvre Pyramid 
with the shameful cowardice of the 
Paternoster proposals. Foster's brilliant 
insertion of the Sackler Galleries is 
characteristically and safely contained behind 
walls. Our awareness of the old is sharpened 
by the fresh breeze of today. They coexist in 
mutual respect, not in a sickly relationship of 
geriatric domination and immature 
submission. 

A City for People 
But so beautifully portrayed in the book, 
Paris is above all a city for people, where not 
only new and old, but the conflicting 
elements of life - cars and pedestrians, 
commerce and habitation, manage supremely 
well to coexist. How extraordinary that, in 
the face of all the stillborn proposals of the 
professionals over the last 50 years and more, 
this brilliantly successul city does not just 
survive, but continues to excel; that it has not 
succumbed to surgery or suffocation; but 
vitality and intelligence have (with admittedly 
some notable exceptions) accepted and 
triumphed over each new challenge. Even 
tourism, potentially so destructive, has itself 
been turned into an engine of creative 
development. 

Clearly the vitality of Paris derives in part 
from certain geographical and historical facts; 
the few degrees of extra southerliness make it 
just that bit more worth while to put the tables 
on the pavement; the density of housing 
engendered by city walls is reflected by a 
greater density of activity in the streets; 
perhaps even the lesser territory available for 
the individual home has necessitated a better 
public realm. 

But ultimately it is the morale of the people 
for whom values of life - sun, human 
relationships, culture, - are the values that 
matter, a people determined, in the midst of a 
living 20th century city, that these values 
must survive. 

Look at this book as vivid evidence of a 
city succeeding; test your theories against 
this bright reality. 

Martin Richardson 
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KINDERGARTEN STUFF 
Bob Jarvis 
"What our members want," he said at the 
meeting, "is real projects, case studies, 
practical things. Al l this arty stuff is all very 
well " 

Others aren't so kind. When "Buildings' 
Ballets" was reported in the planning 
journals, it brought cries of 'Apri l Fool'. 
When students learnt space, time and 
relationship by throwing beanbags, or 
counting activities by making and remaking 
sequences of other activities, angry 
employers accused me of 'kindergarten stuff' 
and questioned its professional relevance. 

I can understand the problem. Architects, 
planners even urban designers, are all 
professional advisors, one way or another, to 
men of property. They have the privilege of 
dealing in a world of ownership and control 
of land, of the construction of building. They 
have to believe this is real. 

But its only one kind of reality. In the 
words of my one time Director of Research, 
David L Thomas 1, these are 'technical 
realities', the constructs of professional 
minds, spoken in the language of 
construction, (in Thomas' terms) 'realised in 
technical usages'. But there is a parallel, 
equal world of 'normal realities': the time, 
space, activities, attentions, moments, 
gestures of everyday life itself 'realised in 
normal usage'. 

It's the reality that goes on round the site 
visit, that's never quite on the drawing board. 
We try to capture it with notional perfections 
of plan and elevation, with infinite 
perspectives or axonometrics. We try to 
classify it, land use categorise it, report it, 
video it, photomontage it, Paintbox it. Why 
not dance it? 

This is a song by Laurie Anderson: 
"Hey pal, how do I get to town from here? 

He said: Just take a right where they're 
gonna build that new shopping mall. Go 
straight past where they're gonna put in the 
freeway and take a left at what's gonna be the 
new sports centre and keep going until you 

hit the place where they're thinking of 
building that drive-in bank. You can't miss 
it. And I said: This must be the place". (2) 

It's a reminder that places have existence 
in gestures, in movements, in displacements, 
long before they're built. 

Building is just another gesture. Here is a 
definition: 

The study, notation and observation of the 
way people arrange themselves in space and 
in time, their relationship to others and the 
elements of their physical environment, 
unravelling the ship and pattern of purposeful 
and casual activities, the sequences of 
everyday life, and the creation of new settings 
and sequences and patterns. 

Is that post-modern choreography, or is 
that urban design? 

It's probably both. 
It makes possible a significant shift in ideas 

about urban design and offers a theoretical 
base for a loose bundle of ideas that have 
been at the fringes of urban design for a few 
years - apart from giving rise to the usual 
range of cliches about sequins and top hats 
and tails. 

The pedigree of this performance 
perspective runs through Renaissance 
spectacular events, celebrations of the French 
and Russian revolutions, flaneurs, Surrealists 
and Situationists, the Bauhaus (all the mad 
kinaesthetic stuff so often ruled out, Black 
Mountain Collect (Bucky Fuller alongside 
Merce Cunningham in Medusa): (And Jane 
Jacobs, Kevin Lynch and Donald Appleyard, 
Christopher Alexander, Nigel Coates, Lars 
Lerup, Lawrence Halprin, Charles Moore, 
Alison and Peter Smithson - but they're 
serious professionals so we don't talk about 
it). 

A l l I did was set a first year project. 
A few hours, a hundred students set against 

thousands of years, the growth and decline of 
cities and nations. Big buildings. Serious 
stuff. This project was just play. 
But play itself is a useful keynote to draw 
together some conclusions, to hint at some 
possibilities, some directions that might be 
explored, some balances that might be 
shifted. 

"Every building contains a free space 
beyond and above use orientated rules that 
allows it to become play. Whenever 
somebody leaves the narrow path of 
purposeful use their use of the building 
become play. What can be called a 'good' 
building is one, perhaps, whose play space is 
most generous". 3 

The city as an activity system, and a social 
usage approach to urban design are credible 
bases for urbanism. This more subversive 
possibility, challenges the supremacy of 
development, of building, as the generators of 
cities recalls more primitive, more profound 
possibilities: the magic stone where tribes 
gather for rituals, the place in the desert 
where trade routes cross. 

Dance is the most challenging media to 
use. The most refined and highly cultured, 
and the most primitive and direct. The least 
enduring and the most difficult to reduce to 

annotations. A reminder that our limited 
academic, legal, professional and 
administrative range of words and diagrams 
(and relatively few images) is only one way 
to describe the world. There are other models 
of urban experience. The three minute 
record, the thirty second commercial. 
The transitory, the insubstantial, the 
indefinite, the instinctive, need to be re-
instated in our professional canon. 

THINGS: EVENTS 
The same South Bank Centre students 
dissolved into walking and drinking and 
listening to the harpist, Terry Farrell and 
Company are in post-modernising in master 
plans and concrete. They are making things, 
we studied events. 

Cities and things. Buildings. Pavements. 
Trees. Doors. Park benches. Service ducts. 
Ticket barriers. They last forever. But cities 
die when the events that surround those 
things stop happening. 

In the twinkling of an eye. 

SPACE: TIME 
Seen in a glance the disposition of objects 
and the spaces between them and through 
them. The staircases and walkways. The 
cafe tables. But at one moment they are 
occupied. At another no-one is there. When 
the music stops people move again. 

Frozen into fixed perspective. Modelled 
into infitessimal stillness. Cities drawn and 
counted to perfection. 

The time of our lives has just passed by. 

MIND: BODY 
The space between ourselves, the measure of 
a pace, the angle of limb, the placement of a 
step. Step into my shoes. To know where the 
body ends. To stand like someone else. To 
stand in for someone else. Lost for words. 
Walk it like you talk it. 

This lady sits on the balcony, knitting all 
lunch hour. That couple have come to 
discuss a journey together and a we arrive 
their fingers move apart. Allen Ginsberg 
passes us on the stairs, talking to the General 
Manager, holding a sheaf of notes. 

We are going through these motions. 
Memories of movements. 

The real subject of urban design is 
everyday life. Its nothing special. Which is 
why its very special. 
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This article is condensed from Space: 
Time/Mind: Body/Things: Events: A 
Performance Perspective for Planning, paper 
to 4th AESOP Convention, Reggio Calabria, 
1990. 
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SOUTH BANK POLYTECHNIC 
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Second Year students undertake an urban design thesis on a subject of their own choice. 

Further information: Contact Peter Allison, Course Director, MA in Urban Design, or Cl i f f Nicholls, Urban Studies 
Group, Department of Architecture and Urban Design, South Bank Polytechnic, Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2JZ. 
Tel: 071 928 8989 ext 3272; Fax 071 261 0224. 

Llewelyn-Davies Planning 

Consul tants in Planning, Economics, Development & Urban Design 

Suffolk House. 1-8 Whitf ield Place, London W1P 5SF 
Telephone: 071-388 2421 Fax: 071-387 6705 
Contact: Jon Rowland 


