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Editorial 
The number of overseas items appearing in 
the Quarterly is steadily increasing,, esp-
ecially if you include Scotland in this 
category. Does this point to a growth in 
Urban Design abroad, or to the increasing 
influence of the UDG throughout the world? 
The Group currently has 36 overseas members 
and there is obviously scope to substan-
tially increase this. 

The UDG will be hosting a one-day event at 
the UIA (International Union of Architects) 
Congress at Brighton on 16 July, and this 
will give the Group its biggest opportunity 
yet to promote itself at a major internat-
ional event. The speakers, including Roy 
Worskett, David Gosling, Richard McCormac, 
Jules Lubbock, Martin Pawley, Francis 
Tibbalds and many others, will be address-
ing important issues such as the Intentions 
of Urban Design, Urban Design Education, 
the Interaction between the Public and 
Private Domains, and other people's percep-
tions of Urban Design. If you can afford 
£115 for a day ticket, don't miss it! 

As many of you may know, this is my last 
edition of the Quarterly as Editor. During 
the last three years, this Editor has had 
his ups and downs. The highlights for me 
were Issue No. 17 in April 1985, which I 
consider to be pretty good, and eventually 
completing the proceedings of the 1985 
Annual Conference on 'Humanising the Leg-
acy', which had taken on 'War and Peace' 
proportions. The suggestion that the maga-
zine would be more appropriately named 'The 
Urban Design Halfly' was the definite low 
point in what otherwise was a very happy 
and satisfying experience. 

I wish John Billingham all the best for when 
he takes over in the New Year and I hope he 
has started the February edition already. If 
he wants to know just how hard a task the 
editorship is, I suggest he contacts Charles 
Strang, who over a year ago manfully attemp-
ted to put together a Scottish Edition of 
the Quarterly as a guest editor. After many 
disasters and broken promises, he reluctant-
ly had to admit defeat; but, together we 
have managed to salvage a significant number 
of the articles he commissioned and we in-
clude these in this edition. I would, 
therefore, like to dedicate this, my last 
edition, to Charles Strang, and the Scottish 
Region. 

Mike Galloway 
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Newsi 
The report of the 1986 Kevin Lynch Memorial 
Lecture by Leon Krier has recently been 
translated into Korean and published in the 
Journal of the Korean Planners' Association. 
Many thanks to Cheol-Soo Park of Seoul City 
University for promoting the work of the UDG 
in his country. 
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The Urban Design Group is not responsible for the 
views expressed or statements made by the individuals 
writing or reporting in this Journal. 
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Scottish Conservation Bureau 
North East Scotland has its fair share of 
beautifully built small towns predominantly dating 
from the 18th and early 19th centuries but 
containing the occasional earlier gem, and most have 
their own Civic or Preservation Society. Not so 
long ago, I was guided around one such burgh by a 
Preservation Society worthy. She enthused about 
date stones and "marriage lintels", quoted dubious 
antiquarian accounts and seemed quite oblivious to 
the fact that the buildings in front of her had 
visibly undergone the most horrible mutilation at 
the hands of "restoring" purchasers, not least the 
Preservation Society itself. Where walls had not 
been rendered with thick cement harling, now danp 
stained along the lines of great cracks, they had 
suffered re-pointing in neat cement mortar 
haphazardly applied in the vicinity of joints. 
Interiors had been butchered, joinery work was 
laughably crude and the Preservation Society's 
ubiquitous role in all this was proclaimed by 
rusting plaques pinned squintly to facades. What 
all this brought heme to me was the acute difference 
between on the one hand an unqualified respect for 
the historical, and enthusiasm for what might be 
perceived in the most general view as "historic" 
architectural symbols (fan lights, cast iron 
lampstandards, wooden glazing bars, etc) and, on the 
other, an appreciation of the skills, both design 
and constructional, historical and contemporary, 
which have made a building attractive and useful. 

The problem here is a very real one. I am reminded 
of St Cyril, the Byzantine missionary whose work 
converting the Slavs to Christianity seemed somewhat 
wasted, not to say counterproductive, when the 
Eastern Church declared that the then prevailing 
Orthodoxy was actually heretical. The past twenty 
years have witnessed a massive conversion to the 
cause of conservation. Every town in the land - and 
an impressive number of villages too - seems to have 
its own Preservation Society these days, and a 
worrying number of their members seem to share an 
uncritical admiration for the old. Conservation has 
ccme to be seen as a discipline, and end in itself, 
rather than as an important element within the 
overall understanding and practice of building and 
planning. 

Our work at the Conservation Bureau involves 
increasing people's knowledge of what practical 
conservationists - whether conservators, scientists, 
craftsmen, architects or planners - actually do and 
also helping these practical people gain additional 
knowledge and skills. I hope that this emphasis on 
living people rather than inanimate objects plays 
its part in emphasising that conservation can be 
something that is alive rather than dead, something 
which is more concerned with preserving the bridge 
between past and present rather than keeping intact 
the disembodied images of some fabled Golden Age. 

I hope this attitude comes across in the intro-
duction to our recently published directory of 
Scottish Architects in Conservation*, where it is 
noted: 

"In 1984 approximately £100 million was spent 
on the care, maintenance, repair, restoration, 
rehabilitation, including conversion and refurbish-
ment of existing buildings in Scotland. £100 
million in other words on what could broadly be 
termed building conservation. This of course 
includes work on such structures as post-war housing 
as well as on historic buildings, but it should be 
recognised that work on any existing structure calls 
upon certain common skills: the need to adjust to 
subtle or perhaps radical develoments in the pattern 
of use, the ability to analyse the causes rather 
than just the symptoms of a problem, the need to 
capitalise on the inherent advantages of buildings 
rather than fight then. Even the differences 
between the materials and technologies used in old 

and new buildings are becoming less relevant as the 
architectural and historical worth of more and more 
20th Century buildings is recognised and an 
understanding of their construction enters the 
repetoire of architects skilled in conservation 
work. In years to ccme such architects are likely 
to become as involved in the problems of deter-
ioration in ferro-concrete as they currently are in 
those relating to rusting iron dowels and stone-
work. Nor should the contribution to new building 
work of such skills be underestimated. Practical 
understanding of the reasons why existing buildings 
have or have not worked over a period of decades or 
centuries will always be able to tell us more about 
the practicalities of modern construction techniques 
than engineering theories or laboratory tests." 

"Scottish Architects in conservation" exemplifies a 
number of the Conservation Bureau's aims. It is 
first of all a means of promoting the services 
offered by architects and craftsmen involved in 
conservation work. The book lists 150 Scottish 
architectural practices, each of which have provided 
detailed information as well as photographs and 
drawings of conservation projects they have 
undertaken. This includes the names of consultants, 
craftsmen and other contractors, the client and an 
account of the work involved. As far as we know 
this is the most comprehensive account of the skills 
and experience of architects involved in conserva-
tion work to have been published anywhere. The 
target audience is the prospective client, whether 
an owner, developer or custodian, working either 
public or private sector, who can now get an idea of 
conservation expertise throughout Scotland from a 
single source. Moreover, in asking architects to 
give information on those involved in each project, 
we hope to have provided a source of information on 
everyone from structural engineers to masons and 
stained glass craftsmen working in the field of 
conservation in Scotland. 

There is one other aspect to this work of 
reference. In asking the architects to list 
projects in which they have been involved, we have 
put together an index of almost every major 
conservation project (about 1,000 in number) which 
has taken place over the past 15 years in Scotland. 
We hope this will encourage all those interested in 
Scotland's historic buildings to look at than in a 
new way, to see them not just in terms of their 
origins and history but also to appreciate the 
conservation skills involved in their continuing 
maintenance. 

"Scottish Architects in Conservation", jointly 
published by the Conservation Bureau, SDA and 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland, is available from the RIAS Bookshop, 
15 Rutland Square, Edinburch EH1 2BE (Price 
£7.50 inc. P & P). 
Further information on the work of the 
Conservation Bureau is available from the 
Bureau at Rosebery House, Haymarket Terrace, 
Edinburgh EH12 5EZ. 

Nic Allen 



URBAN DESIGN QUARTERLY No. 23 June 1987 4 

Woonerven - Yards Better ! 
We've all heard of the "Woonerf". It's the Dutch 
word for a residential yard (Plural "Woonerven"). 
They have been on the go for some 10 years now, and 
there are about 3000 of then in the Netherlands, 
with more to come. As you might expect from the 
neat, house-proud Dutch people, the Woonerf is a 
formula for creating a residential area where the 
inhabitant will feel quite safe and at home - even 
down to the landscaping which is little more than 
outdoor house-plants. But all this to a set formula 
- nothing about the Woonerf is haphazard. The idea, 
which is perfectly sensible, is to create a precinct 
or yard where the speed of vehicles is reduced to 
"the walking pace of a horse", (in all the Woonerven 
I looked at I never once saw a horse) which is about 
12 kph, and where all the traffic has equal status 
except that the pedestrian has a bit more than equal 
status. After all, over 80% of accidents involving 
children occur in the immediate vicinity of the 
home. Any scheme which reduces vehicle speeds will 
reduce the risk of accidents and is to be welcomed. 
Furthermore, in most residential areas, the cars 
will leave at about 8.30 a.m. and not return until 
5.30 p.m. or so. With the exception of the 
occasional delivery van or service vehicle, the 
streets are left enpty - an ideal playground for 
youngsters and an ideal meeting place for Mums (or 
Dads) at home. 

So the concept is sound. What are the design 
problens? Well, there are no problens which are 
intrinsically Dutch. All of them could equally 
apply to our "novel road layouts." 

Let us sympathise firstly with the Road Engineer who 
is faced with several major problens. These 
include:-

1. ACCESSIBILITY. It is easy to cater for small 
cars but the layout must also allow for big 
lorries. The dust freighter, the fire engine 
and the delivery van have to be manoeuvered in 
and out without knocking down children, 
scraping houses, up-turning street furniture 
or reducing "Cotoneaster Verticalis" to 
"Horizontalis". 

Right away the struggle is on to maintain the 
court or mews feel of the layout. 

Another way of looking at it is that as more 
and more of these novel road layouts are 
built, should Councils not be thinking about 
using more appropriately sized service 
vehicles? After all, the Dutch in Delft made 
their buses fit the streets rather than the 
other way round. 

2. VISIBILITY. If shared space residential areas 
are to be built, they must be built with 
safety in mind. Stepping site distances are 
critical. We perhaps need longer to stop our 
cars than we thought - at a mere 12 kph we 
need 10 metres. A 5 year old child can run at 
16 kph. If he runs towards a car travelling 
at the same speed, the driver needs 25 metres 
to avoid a collision. 

Thomson, Baker and Bowers of the University of 
Edinburgh in their recent research on "Shared 
space and child safety" conclude that "the use 
of poor visibility should be rejected as a 
means of achieving speed reduction through 
anxiety; this conflicts with the aim of 
creating residential environments that 'feel 
safe', as well as relying excessively on the 
moderation of all drivers using the scheme". 

3. SPEED REDUCTION but not by restricting 
visibility. Twists, right-angled bends and 
narrow throats will reduce speeds, as will 
ramps and humps. In this country the 
construction of speed humps is restricted by 
law to roads in residential areas which are 
used as "rat runs" by through vehicles. Not 
many have in fact been built. These humps are 
designed to reduce speeds from say 70 kph to 
40 kph. What is needed in "novel road 
layouts" is ramps or humps designed to reduce 
speeds from 40 kph to 15 kph. 

In the Netherlands raised platforms in 
different coloured paving blocks with ramps 
marked distinctively with white blocks are 
built at the entrance to Woonerven. These are 
called "Drempels" which is the Dutch word for 
Thresholds. 

kerb 

10 

2 private access 
3 bench around low lighting column 
4 use of varied paving materials 
5 private footway 
6 bend in the roadway 
7 empty parking lot: place to sit or play ir 
B bench play object 
9 on request plot with plants in front i 

no continuous roadway marking on th 
pavement 

11 
12 clearly marked parking lots 
13 bottleneck 
14 plant tub 
15 space for playing from facade lo facade 
16 parking prevented by obstacles 
17- fence for parking bicycles etc. 
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quite young and the environment needed for 
than should be planned to be adaptable to what 
they may need as teenagers. Indeed, these 
play areas will one day become "sitting out 
areas" for the elderly. 

WHAT'S NEW? 

In new housing developments in Holland the Woonerf 
continues to be popular. There are still older 
housing areas being converted to Woonerven too. 

A new speed restricting device used in 
Dordrecht are "ribbles" which is onomatopoeic 
in any language. Ribbles are sets of 3 little 
sleeping policemen on each side of a 3m road 
with a 2m gap in the middle. This has the 
effect of forcing the motorist to reduce speed 
without interfering with the road drainage and 
allowing the uninterrupted passage of 
bicycles. (This is important in Holland where 
there are 14 million people and 12 million 
bicycles. In the hilly Scottish Borders 
Region there are more horses than bikes). The 
popularity of ribbles is not shared by 
milkmen. 

4. PARKING. It is difficult to get this just 
right. With high land prices and construction 
costs it is very important that the parking 
provision is not too much, and it is perhaps 
even more important that it is not too little. 

5. SERVICES. This is not a design problem 
appropriate to this article, thank goodness. 

6. STREET FURNITURE. This must be effective and 
attractive. Lighting, bollards, paving, edge 
treatment, planters - there is a wide range of 
products available and the engineer will need 
to cooperate with his architect colleague to 
ensure carpatibility of design. The use of 
timber for edging, planters and bollards in 
Holland was extensive, tending to take away 
from the hard look of the concrete paving 
blocks. 

7. PLANTING. The selection of plants which do 
not grow to dwarf the development or obstruct 
the visibility. 

8. AGEING. The design of a landscape/novel road 
layout has to cater for a varying age-group. 
In a new development children will tend to be 

However, there is something new - it's the 30 kph 
zone. (There is also the 30 kph street). These are 
generally older parts of the cities where "rat-
running" is to be stopped. The zone is clearly 
signed, has various speed restricting measures such 
as "drempels" and ribbles, but differs from the 
Woonerf in that it has separate footways. 

WHAT ABOUT US? 

What can we learn frcm the Woonerven? Well, I think 
that we could make some effort to be more "novel". 
Slavish adherence to guidelines and design bulletins 
could result in the word "novel" having to go. 
Having said that, it is not easy to be innovatory 
where the site available is on difficult ground and 
the layout is dictated to by levels. The Dutch have 
it easy, their country is so flat their layouts only 
have to be two dimensional. On the other hand, 
three tips from the Netherlands for us -

1. More imaginate use of different landscaping 
plants. (Do the Dutch have more varieties 
than we have?) 

2. More use of art. Sculpture in housing areas? 
Yes, it works. It's not at all pretentious. 

3. Most importantly, let us tackle the roads in 
old housing areas as part of the rehabilita-
tion schemes. Look what South Glamorgan 
County Council have done - Cardiff - some of 
their older residential areas have been 
"Woonerfed" most attractively (and presumably 
effectively). 

There is certainly a lot of scope for this treatment 
where post-war homes (fit for heroes) are due for 
rehabilitation. It is an opportunity that should 
not be missed. 

Alan McGhee 
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1987 Annual General Meeting 
The eighth Annual General Meeting of the Urban 
Design Group was held at 18.15 hours on Wednesday, 
25 March 1987 at the Polytechnic of Central London, 
and was chaired by the Group's second only 
President, Terry Farrell OBE. 

The proceedings generally followed the Agenda for 
the Meeting, which had been published in the UDG 
Newsleter of February 1987. 

The following business took place before 26 members: 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from: 
John Townsend 
Ivor Samuels 
Adair Roche 
Keith Ingham 
Gail Revill 
Peter Studdert 

MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
held on 21 May 1986 (published in Quarterly 
No. 21, Autumn 1986) 

There were no comments or questions relating 
to the previous AGM and the Minutes, there-
fore, were accepted as a fair and true record. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Terry Farrell began the proceedings by intro-
ducing Arnold Linden, the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, who began his term of 
office this year (following the resignation of 
the Group's Founder Chairman, Francis 
Tibbalds), and John Peverley, the Honorary 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary. 

Before he called on Arnold Linden (also a 
Founder Member of the Urban Design Group) for 
his report of the year's events, Terry Farrell 
reminded the meeting that John Peverley was 
intending to stand down from the Treasurer-
ship, and thanked him for his many years of 
hard work as holder of the Group's purse-
strings. 

The Executive Committee Chairman was pleased 
to report that the higher profile anticipated 
at last year's AGM has continued with the past 
year being eventful and registering further 
progress in the development of the Urban 
Design Group. It was because of the increased 
activities of the Group that the Executive 
Committee decided to limit the 'term of 
office' of the Chairman to 2 years, ensuring 
that it alternated with the Presidential term 
of office. 

21. Leon Krier had to admit, however, to not 
having read any of Kevin Lynch's writings at 
that time. 

The regular prograirme of London-based talks 
was again brilliantly organised by Lawrence 
Revill. These included: 

Roger Zogolovitch on 'Buildings for 
Business'; 

Reg Ward on 'Docklands Update '86', which 
included a fascinating coach tour around 
a part of the Docklands; 

Brian Clouston and Reg Samworth on 
'Garden Festivals - True Rejuvenators'; 

John Burrell on 'De-Suburbanisation'. In 
the course of his lecture he illustrated 
the work his practice has undertaken in 
the projected use of disused mental 
hospitals, which recently received a 
considerable coverage in the national 
press, but first at the UDG; 

Derek Lovejoy on 'Urban Landscape in 
Japan'. Derek extended his talk to 
include Brazil. The meeting to its 
evident pleasure was told that Derek had 
that day been appointed professor of 
Landscape Architecture at Sheffield 
University. Another first at the UDG; 

.... and, as part of a series of 4 lectures 
under the general title of 'City Specula-
tions ': 

Mike Franks talked on 'Cities Beyond the 
Pale', drawing on his experiences in 
Covent Garden; 

John Worthington on 'Cities Beyond the 
City', which set out to illustrate the 
non-physical perceptions that are being 
developed, especially in Japan, of the 
organisation of the city; 

Alan Spence described his concept of 
'City Power Extensions' via the 
establishment of urban parishes. 

This year's Annual Conference was held again 
in conjunction with the Short Course Unit of 
the Polytechnic of Central London. The very 
urgent and current issues of City Centre 
offices were discussed and characterised by 
the very title of the Conference - 'White 
Collar Factories'. The day was highlighted by 
the keynote speech of Simon Hughes MP, and the 
evening following the day's proceedings by an 
elegant and enjoyable social occasion in the 
atrium of No. 1 Finsbury Avenue. 

The Committee further saw the need to maximise 
the resources available to it by developing a 
number of sub-committees led by a member of 
the Executive Committee to undertake the 
Group's extended number of activities. There-
fore, unlike previous AGM's, this Chairman's 
Report is augmented by a short report from 
each of the sub-committee Chairs. 

The unique event of this past year was the 
Inaugural Annual Lecture. This first Kevin 
Lynch Memorial Lecture, which has the blessing 
of Kevin Lynch's wife and family, was given by 
Leon Krier to an enthusiastic and demanding 
audience of over 200 at the Chemistry 
Auditorium of University College. The talk 
was not titled, nevertheless a report of it 
can be read in the Urban Design Quarterly No. 

The Week-end Forum for this year has yet to 
take place, but it will in the very near 
future in Cheltenham. 

Three other very disparate, but equally 
significant, matters were reported. 

First: the Urban Design Group has been asked 
to provide a representative on the 
sub-committee of Region 1 of the Union of 
International Architects and at the same time 
join the Urban and Rural Planning Work Group 
of the UIA as the UK representative. At the 
moment, the Chairman is fulfilling both these 
roles. 

Second: the Group has been asked to make a 
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contribution to a House of Ccmmons seminar on 
Urban Regeneration, organised by Reg Freeson 
MP. 
Third: this AGM was announced in Building 
Design of 6 March 1987 as NEWS! 

Besides the UIA representation, UDG members 
were also elected to the RTPI Council, where 
Francis Tibbalds is now Vice President and 
will be President in the coming year. 

The Quarterly - under Mike Galloway's 
editorship - continues to make its impact. 
There is a continuous demand for back numbers, 
especially those of the proceedings of 
previous Annual Conferences. This is 
undoubtedly likely to be the case with the 
present issue on White Collar Factories. Mike 
Galloway will report in more detail later in 
the meeting. The past Chairman's office staff 
have done sterling work in word-processing the 
Quarterly. In an attempt to fulfill last 
year's wishes to streamline the production of 
the Quarterly, we have incurred substantial 
increased costs without any obvious improve-
ment in the speed and ease of production. But 
this essential voice of the Group must be 
continued, regularly, provocatively and at a 
high level of design. 
In addition to the Reg Freeson approach, the 
Urban Design Group is aware of the strong tide 
of urban regeneration from other directions. 
The work of Terry Farrell, our President, is 
one supreme example of the tide. The 
Executive Committee has received requests for 
support from 'Building Communities' through 
Charles Knevitt, the Phoenix Initiative and 
English Heritage with its connections with the 
Association of Conservation officers through 
John Fidler. 

The Urban Design Group has prepared a 
'travelling exhibition*. The screen and 
stands have appeared at Croydon and at the 
Annual Conference, establishing a trend in 
displaying the work of the Group and members. 

That is the outline of the past year. The 
future will be given substance by each of the 
sub-committee Chairs. It is worth mentioning 
that of the seven topics mentioned by Francis 
Tibbalds in his report last year (LDDC update, 
Kevin Lynch Memorial Lecture, Annual Confer-
ence, 'Who Plans London Now?' Conference, 
Autumn Regional Conference, UIA Congress 
involvement and the Programme of Talks), only 
the Autumn Regional Conference did not take 
place. 

The list of successes is entirely due to the 
stamina and unpaid hard work of an increasing 
number of people: members, guest speakers, 
the PCL for accommodation, the press for 
advertising our activities and the outgoing 
committee for yet another year of promoting 
the cause of Urban Design. 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS FOR 1987/88 

The Chairman drew the meeting's attention to 
the fact that Terry Farrell, as President, 
will have completed his two-year term of 
office at the end of May 1987. The value to 
the Urban Design Group in having Terry Farrell 
as its President is incalculable. It is clear 
to the Executive Committee that the willing-
ness of people like Leon Krier and Norman St 
John Stevas to give our Annual Lecture, and 
for the unfailing response by speakers to 
address the Group and join in our activities 
have been directly due to the credit that his 
Presidency has given us. 

At the organisational level, one must also 

mention the unreserved help and support that 
Terry Farrell's office and staff have given to 
the Group. So typical of Terry's commitment 
to the Group's work, he has asked his assist-
ant, Helen Harker, to attend the Committee 
meetings as his line of communication. In her 
own right, she has asked if she can be 
involved in the Group's activities. 

The Group is very grateful to him, and the 
Chairman was therefore pleased to tell the 
meeting that he was willing to stand for a 
further two-year term. This was warmly 
recommended to the Annual General Meeting. 

As was previously mentioned, the Executive 
Committee agreed that the Chairmanship should 
be a two-year term and consequently the 
present Chairman has a further year to serve. 

The rest of the present committee were now 
retiring. Ivor Samuels, Peter Studdert and 
John Peverley were, however, no longer 
offering them- selves for re-election. 

The work that these members have contributed 
to the effective working of the Committee has 
been invaluable. 

Ivor Samuels' direct connection with the Urban 
Design course at Oxford Polytechnic has been 
of direct benefit to the Group. He has edited 
one of the issues of the Quarterly, and will 
do so again at the end of this year. He has 
been instrumental in the contributions made by 
the staff and students to the whole range of 
the Group's work. 

Peter Studdert has had to withdraw during the 
year, due to pressure of his office at Tower 
Hamlets, but the excellence of his work in 
promoting the Annual Conference of a year ago 
will be difficult to match. 

The President had already spoken of John 
Peverley's work as Treasurer, but the 
Committee will sorely miss his pragmatic 
approach to financial matters, and it is hoped 
that he will still be able to participate in 
the Group's activities. 

The remainder of the Committee: 

Francis Tibbalds 
David Castle 
Lawrence Revill 
Len Harris 
Mike Galloway 
Despina Katsikakis 
Stephen Gleave 

and Philip Cave 
offered themselves for re-election. 

In order to maintain the Executive Committee 
at a minimum of 12, the Group membership has 
been canvassed for further committee members 
and the following have offered their 
assistance: 

John Biggs 
John Billingham 
Marie Burns 
Adair Roche 
Sebastian Leow 

The Chairman asked if there are any other 
nominations and as there were no further 
nominations, it was agreed that the following 
committee members be elected: 

David Castle 
Philip Cave 
Mike Galloway 
Stephen Gleave 
Lawrence Reville 
Francis Tibbalds 

John Biggs 
John Billingham 
Marie Burns 
Len Harris 
Adair Roche 
Sebastian Loew 
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with Arnold Linden as Chairman. 

The matter of officers now arises. The 
Committee usually agree the many roles amongst 
themselves, however, the AGM needs to agree 
the three offices of Chairman, Ccrranittee 
Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. 

The Executive Committee asks the AGM to 
confirm the office of Chairman as a two-year 
term and agree that Arnold Linden continues 
for a year to complete his first term. 

As the membership will know, the role of 
Honorary Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
was the subject of special mention in the 
February Newsletter (and in the News item in 
Building Design announcing this meeting). 

It must be said that the rush for this 
important role in the whole undertaking of the 
Urban Design Group was not overwhelming, but 
it is with a great deal of thanks that Mike 
Galloway has offered his services for this 
valuable task and the AGM is asked to agree 
that he carries this particular load. 

The role of Committee Secretary is still to be 
resolved and the Committee asks the meeting to 
allow it to agree the fulfilling of the task 
and report back to the membership with its 
recommendations. 

The meeting will be aware of the importance of 
the Quarterly and it must be wondering what is 
to happen to the Editorship now that Mike 
Galloway is to be Treasurer. Very fortun-
ately, John Billingham has asked if he can 
take on this job, although he can only be 
ready to start in the New Year, 1988. This 
offer has been warmly welcomed. 

In the meantime, we have had offers of Guest 
Editing by Robert Hoiden and John Welsh of 
Brian Clouston's office, and from Ivor 
Samuels. With the goodwill of Mike Galloway 
and other member^ of the Committee, it should 
be possible to publish these Quarterlies in 
anticipation of John Billingham's availa-
bility in the New Year. 

5. TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Annual General Meeting is normally held in May, 
at the end of the Group's financial year, and just 
prior to the renewal of memberships, which become 
due on 1 June. 

However, the AGM is being held earlier this year in 
order to discuss the need for an increase in the 
annual membership fee, and if the AGM decide in 
favour of an increase, to provide adequate time for 
printing and trailing of new standing order mandates 
to members well in advance of 1 June. 

This means that the annual accounts of the Group 
cover a period of only nine months instead of twelve 
months and a direct comparison with last year1s per-
formance cannot be accurately made. Although the 
Accounts printed for the AGM show a credit for the 
period up to 28 February, it is known that Accounts 
for the 12 months period through to May 1987 will 
show a debit for the 1986-87 financial year. This 
is discussed further below. 

By comparison with the Accounts for 1985-86, the 
most significant difference in the 1986-87 Accounts 
for the period up to 28 February 1987 is that the 
annual Spring visit by the Eastern Region of the UDG 
to visit historic European towns, which in 1987 will 
be in the direction of Spain, does not yet appear in 
the accounts. There is, however, a small payment of 
£92 into and out of the account in connection with 
their visit last year to Bavarian walled towns. 

The main receipts into the account were members' 
subscriptions, whifch amounted to £2,195, about £270 
up on last year in spite of the shorter accounting 
period. Sales of the Quarterly brought in £43, 
which is £25 more than last year, and interest from 
deposits brought in a further £173, about £44 up on 
last year. 

The main payments out of the account were as usual 
related to the printing and distribution of the 
Quarterly and other membership information and gen-
eral administration, which amounted to just over 
£938, a decrease of £186 on last year, partly due to 
the shorter accounting period and partly to the 
fewer number of Quarterlies printed and distributed 
during this period. 

During the year a number of special events were 
organised which, although partly self-financing, 
did result in net costs of £123 on the Annual Lec-
ture by Leon Krier, £55 on coach hire to visit the 
London Docklands, and £392 on an evening event asso-
ciated with the Annual Conference. Speakers' travel 
expenses amounted to £64 and a travelling Exhibition 
related to Urban Design and the work of the UDG was 
prepared at a cost of £50. 

Excluding the Eastern Region visit, the total re-
ceipts in 1986-87 for the period up to 28 February 
amounted to £2,669 and the total payments to £1,857, 
giving a credit for the nine month period of £812, 
which was almost the same as the credit for the 
preceding year. 

However, it has to be remembered that the accounting 
period has been foreshortened by 3 months to meet 
the AGM deadline and it is known that receipts and 
payments for the remaining 3 months will have the 
effect of changing the credit of £812 into a debit 
for the full financial year. 

Since preparing the 1986-87 accounts described 
above, further monies have been received and pay-
ments made which have not yet been formally presen-
ted by the bank through its monthly statements. The 
effect of these late transactions will be to increa-
se receipts by about £400, and payments by about 
£1,800, giving a debit for the year of about £600. 

With these figures to hand, it is apparent that over 
a full 12 month period there will be a significant 
erosion of the Group's resources held in the Chari-
ties Deposit Fund. These resources are regarded as 
an important asset to enable the Group to undertake 
'one-off1 projects or to finance the purchase of 
essential equipment etc. 

It is, therefore, clear that the £6 annual subscrip-
tion, which was first agreed in 1983-84, and which 
has been applied for the past four years, must now 
be raised for the 1987-88 year with effect from 1 
June 1987. In my last Annual Report I mentioned 
that the Executive Committee were considering expan-
ding the activities and influence of the Urban De-
sign Group and also expanding the Group's affairs 
into the Regions. In the Notice to members about 
the AGM, reference is made to the higher profile 
being maintained by the Group and the need for add-
itional funds if the Group is to be more effective 
in achieving its objects. 

Since the founding of the Group in 1978 most of 
the real costs of administering the Group's affairs, 
activities and Quarterly magazine has been absorbed 
into the day-to-day work of its honorary officers. 
While in the future there will still need to be a 
heavy reliance on this support, it is inevitable 
with the growth in size and complexity of the Group 
and its activities, that costs must be increasingly 
met from the Group's annual income. 

With this in mind, two exercises were undertaken 
into determining the level of subscriptions for 
1987-88. The first exercise was based on a forecast 
of costs on what the Committee would like to achieve 
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during the coming year. This cost was then divided 
between the expected number of members to find the 
amount of the annual subscription for 1987-88. The 
answer resulted in a proposed membership fee of 
£22.67 per person. The second exercise was based on 
assuming an increase of membership fee from the 
present £6 to £10, multiplying this by the expected 
number of members and allocating the resultant in-
come between a number of prioritised heads. 

The first exercise was seen by the Committee as 
being of great interest, but inevitably was regarded 
as being unacceptable. The second exercise was 
accepted by the Committee as the basis on which they 
would seek an increase in the annual membership fee 
at the AGM. 

A forecast has, therefore, been made of the Budget 
for 1987-88 based on an increased membership fee of 
£10 and a subscribing membership of 400. This Bud-
get, which is shown below, forecasts an income and 
expenditure of £4,150 with no allowance for contin-
gencies. It should be noted that UDG activities at 

the UIA in Brighton in July are to be met from re-
sources on the assumption that they represent a 
'one-off' special event. 

I would, therefore, recommend to the AGM the appro-
val of an increase in the annual membership sub-
scription to £10 for the 1987-88 year with effect 
from 1 June 1987, based on the Forecast of Budget. 

In conclusion, I would remind members that this will 
be my last report as Honorary Treasurer to the Group 
- a position which I have held for the past seven 
years since April 1980. It has been a most interes-
ting and rewarding experience, but with increasing 
pressure in my new job, I must regretfully offer my 
resignation. I wish the new Treasurer every success 
in the job. 

John Peverley 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNTS 
11 Kay 1986 to 28 February I987 

John Peverley 
Hon Treasurer FORECAST OF BUDGET FOR 1987-1983 

Opening Balance 
at 11 May 1986 2194.25** 

Subscriptions 
to 28 February 1987 2195.00 

Sale of IJiarterly 43.80 

Interest from Charities 
Deposit Fund 173.16" 

Sale of Address Labels 25.00 

Annual Leoture (Leon Krier) 
-Admissions to Leoture 205.00 

Visit to London Docklands 
-Contributions to ooaoh hire 28.00 

Total Reoeipte 

Eastern Region Visit to 
Bavarian failed TOTOB 

2669.96 

92.00 

Printing 
-Qiarterly 
-Posters 
-Membership information 
-Brochure 
-Word Processing 536.54 

Postage 126.18 

Stationery 41.42 

Address Lists and Labels 198.23 

Bank Charges 36.20 

Annual Leoture -Fees and entertainment 328.19 

Visit to London Docklands 
-Coach Hire 83.OO 

Annual Conference 
-Evening event 392.36 

Travel Expenses 64.50 

Travelling Exhibition 50.57 

Total Payments I857.I9 

Eastern Region Visit to 
Bavarian Walled Towns 92.00 

FORECAST OF INCOME 

Membership Subscriptions • 400 x £10 

Interest from the Charities Deposit Fund : 

Sales of (Jiarterly 1 

Total Forecast Income 1 

F0HECAST OF EXPENDITURE 

Printing 1 

Postage t 

Qiarterly 1 4 issues at £300 
Reminder letters, standing order mandates, 
stationery, brochures, programmes, posters 
Annual List of Members 

550 x 13p * 2 mailings | £145 ) 
550 x 28p x 4 mailings 1 £620 ) 

fiivelopes « 55° x 2p x 6 mailings 

Address Labels 1 550 x 2£p plus VAT x 6 mailings 

Address Lists • Updating of List 2 x £30 
Supply of ListB 3 x £15 
(2 Updating Lists and 1 Regional List) 

Bank Charges 1 

Speakers Travel Expenses t 

Typing/Word Processing 1 6£ hours per month x 12 x £7 per hour 

Regional and other activities 

Total Forecast Expenditure 

4000.00 

120.00 
30.00 

4150.00 

250.00 
150.00 

765.00 

65.OO 

95.00 

60.00 
45.00 

25.00 

150.00 

545.00 

800.00 

4150.00 

Total All Receipts 2761.96 

* On 15th August 1986, £1,000 was 
deposited in the Charities Deposit 
Fund and together with other 
deposits earned the above tax free 
interest. 

** Deposits are included in the 
opening and closing balances 

Total All Payments 

Credit for the Tear 

Closing Balance 
28 February 1987 

1949.19 

812.77 

2761.96 

3007.02** 

The 1986-87 accounts oover a ten 
month period 

NB» UDG activities at ths UIA Congress in Brighton are to be met from resources 

John Peverley 
Hon Treasurer 
25 March 1987 
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Landscape Design and the 
Where two or more landscape architects are gathered 
together in Scotland at present, conversation will 
inevitably centre upon two linked subjects - the 
Scottish Development Agency (SDA) and Glasgow Garden 
Festival 1988 (GGF'88). Regretably a majority, 
whether in public offices or private practice, will 
have little complimentary to say about either and 
feel let down by both the Agency and the Garden 
Festival movement as it is manifesting itself in 
Glasgow. The strength of feeling against the 
largely temporary garden festival, and the effect 
its budget appears to be having on land renewal 
expenditure across the whole of Scotland, has led 
the Scottish Chapter of the Landscape Institute to 
take unprecedented steps to seek undisputable facts 
and to publicise what is going on. Readers of the 
technical press cannot fail to have noticed the 
coverage of these issues in Building Design, the 
Architect' Journal and Horticulture Week, as well as 
in the Scotsman and the Glasgow Herald, in recent 
weeks. 

Both the SDA in Scotland and the Garden Festival 
movement in Northern Europe have achieved immense 
changes to the urban landscape. In its ten years of 
operation, the SDA has spent over £50m on derelict 
land reclamation, urban renewal and landscape 
projects, much associated with industrial develop-
ment. From the inception of the Agency, environ-
mental works have been an essential part of the 
SDA's programme of investment in the economic future 
of Scotland and reversing the declining image of 
many areas, especially in central Scotland. The 
scope of work in the environmental field has been 
immense involving architects in townscape 
improvements and 'facelifts', civil engineers in 
major land reclamation projects and landscape 
architects in many kinds of land renewal schemes. 
At the same time the SDA has been the sponsor of 
more typical fare for these professions - built 
development, roads, infrastructure and amenity 
landscape. 

Commencing in 1979 with the Garnock Valley Project, 
in reaction to the closure of British Steel at 
Kilbirnie, the SDA instigated a series of area 
development projects in partnership with local 
authorities and business. These projects aimed at a 
comprehensive approach to reverse industrial and 
environmental decline and were seen as 'pump-
priming' operations of 3 to 5 years duration, after 
which the area's rising economy could be left to 
market forces for continued development. A total of 
seven such projects have been initiated including 
Motherwell, Coatbridge, Dundee, Leith, Clydebank and 
the Glasgow Eastern Area Renewal (GEAR). Within a 
few years the image and economic outlook of these 
urban areas has been changed dramatically, albeit 
with varying degrees of success. New roads and 
services, housing rehabilitation, building 
conversions, advance industrial units, stone 
cleaning and urban landscape schemes combined with, 
in some cases, the creation of special industrial 
areas such as a Food Park (Motherwell) and 
Technology Park (Dundee) and Enterprise Zone status 
(Clydebank and Dundee), have been an essential 
component of the task of marketing the area with a 
new image to attract investment and create the right 
climate for new enterprise. 

It is in these area development projects that the 
success of the SDA in environmental improvement is 
most pronounced. They are in essence comprehensive 
urban design exercises involving many professional 
disciplines, environmental and others, with results 
in economic and social, as well as physical, terms. 

The way in which central government funds are 
channeled through the Scottish Office to the SDA and 
from there onto regional and district councils to 
finance particular projects, combined with the 

restrictions on local authority spending under the 
Thatcher governments, has created the situation 
where practically all public expenditure on 
environmental improvements and landscape works 
emanates from the Agency. Funds which come from 
different purses in England, such as the Derelict 
Land Grants administered by the Department of the 
Environment, have no direct equivalent in Scotland 
or are subsumed in the SDA's overall annual 
allocation. As a direct result the landscape 
profession has become unhealthily dependent on the 
SDA as its dominant, almost sole, major client 
disbursing fees to both consultants and council 
departments. Well-established large landscape 
practices, many smaller young practices and local 
authority teams specialising in land reclamation and 
MSC environmental schemes all depend to a large 
extent on SDA finance. 

But in the latter part of 1985, while the Agency was 
launching the publicity drive for the Garden 
Festival, a major redirection of SDA funding policy 
became evident. This involved a move away from 
environmental and social projects and it would 
appear was brought about in reaction to over-
commitment to several major investment projects, 
including the Festival itself. As a result SDA 
'Land Engineering' projects across Scotland have 
been deferred indefinitely, in many cases at a very 
late stage even after contracts had been let, 
upsetting the long planned programmes of local 
authorities and leaving their teams and consultants 
with nothing to do. When approached SDA official 
spokesmen "dismiss as nonsense" (as spokesmen are 
inclined to do) claims that many smaller projects 
have been abandoned to save money for the Garden 
Festival, saying that "discussions with the SDA have 
been interpreted as commitment". But when the 
confirmed budget of £35m to be spent over 3 years is 
compared to the Agency's total annual budget or 
around £100m and previous expenditure on Land 
Engineering projects of £50m over 10 years, denials 
of a connection between the spending on the Festival 
and cuts elsewhere are impossible to believe. 

All this may have been made easier to swallow if the 
Glasgow Garden Festival planned for 1988 was an 
event of that would create a permanent gain of 
parkland and leisure facilities for Glasgow and 
something with which landscape architects would be 
pleased to be associated, as was hoped when many 
supported Glasgow's submission to the DoE in 1984 to 
stage the third UK garden festival. The fact that 
even by that time the site was almost wholly owned 
by Laing Homes bodied ill for the master plan which 
was published last October. This confirmed that the 
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SDA 
Glasgow Garden Festival 1988 was to be a largely 
temporary event and is dramatically different in 
philosophy from what has been achieved so 
successfully in garden festivals on the Continent 
over the past 30 years and in Liverpool in 1984. 

Brian Clouston has voiced the concern of a 
significant part of the landscape community 
('Building Design', 21 February 1986) at what he 
sees as the betrayal of a valuable concept in urban 
development. He says the proven European formula 
for garden festivals is simple. "Take a tract of 
derelict land - create a garden festival within 
newly created urban parkland - use gate receipts to 
defray sane of the cost of the festival - dismantle 
components of the festival too expensive to maintain 
in perpetuity - and leave to posterity urban 
parkland of quality". But in Glasgow the site has 
to be returned to the owners for private housing 
after the Festival (in the same cleared state as it 
was handed over to the Garden Festival company in 
1985). So the return f rem all the manpower, 
material and financial resources being pumped into 
the Festival has to be measured in such intangibles 
as gate receipts and sponsorship money, the number 
of families who have a "fun day out", an uncertain 
number of temporary jobs, economic spin-offs for the 
city and region, and the prestige of staging what it 
is claimed will be the most spectacular event staged 
in Britain since the Empire Exhibition of 1938 and 
the crowning exercise on a decade of change for the 
city of Glasgow. 

Many people are unconvinced that this is the best 
way of spending £35m and question the concentration 
of such a hugh sum in one small area of Scotland to 
achieve little permanent physical benefit. 

The most regrettable aspect of the two subjects at 
issue is the lack of appreciation of the 
contribution of landscape design to urban 
development and to creating the conditions for 
economic revival. That SDA senior executives see 
environmental and social actions as things divisible 
frcm other actions to promote inward investment 
(such as grants and provision of new infrastructure) 
shows a poor feeling for the totality of development 
initiatives. During its ten years of existince the 
broad remit of the SDA has included environmental 
upgrading as an integral part of the job of 
reversing industrial decline and attracting new 
investment. With the tasks of clearing up past 
neglect far from complete, and virtually untouched 
in some areas, the importance of high standards of 
amenity is more important than ever as evidenced by 
the search for 'high amenity' sites for advanced 
technology developments and the establishment of 
science parks. 

It is ironic that at a time when the sudden reversal 
of SDA funding policy has already caused two of the 
smaller landscape practices in Glasgow to close, the 
Agency has been paying for a study commissioned by 
the Scottish Landscape Industry Group of the future 
of the landscape industry in Scotland. Doubly 
ironic that, as stated in the SDA Annual Report 
1985, "... technology will provide the wealth but 
cannot alone solve the employment problem. The jobs 
must come in the service sector. Accordingly we 
have made the service sector one of our four 
priorities along with technology, small businesses 
and area projects." Landscape consultancies are 
both service industry and small businesses, as are 
the equally affected landscape contractors. The 
basic unit of measurement of the success of SDA 
activity is the number of jobs created. In the case 
of the Glasgow Garden Festival the first figures in 
the sum will be negative with the loss of jobs, 
directly or indirectly, for landscape designers and 
contractors. 
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News 2 
UIA XVI CONGRESS, BRIGHTON, 16TH JULY 1987 

The Urban Design Group has been invited by the UIA 
to organise a day event on the theme of Urban 
Design. 

The intention is to generate a debate with the thane 
"the role of Urban Design in Creating Tomorrow's 
World". 

There will be four main thanes and these will be 
discussed over two morning sessions and two 
afternoon sessions. 

1. Intentions in Urban Design 

The speakers will be emphasising their 
personal intentions, rather than general 
perceptions, and why they feel the UDG is 
needed in addition to the RTPI and the RIBA. 

Francis Tibbalds : Tibbald Partnership 
Roy Worskett : Past President of the UDG 
Chair : Arnold Linden : Chairman of the UDG 

2. Education for Urban Design 

The speakers will be emphasising the role the 
educationist has in forming the academic/ 
vocational element in urban design and 
comparing international experiences from the 
floor. 

Ian Bentley : Oxford Polytechnic 
Dimitri Porphyrios : Polytechnic of Central 

London 
Joe Holyoak : Birmingham Polytechnic 
David Gosling : Sheffield University/LDDC 
Chair : Alexi Marmot : DEGW 

3. Urban Design in the Public & Private Domains: 

Professional Roles and Responsibilities 

The speakers will discuss the way the public 
and private domains interact. 

John Worthington : DEGW 
Peter Rees : City of London Corporation 
Richard MacCormac : MacCormac & Jamieson 
Martin Davidson : Scottish Development Agency 
chair : Reg Ward : LDDC 

4. Other Perceptions in Urban Design 

This will be an "open" session where the 
speakers and floor will debate how informed 
opinion can influence the performance and 
activities of professionals. 

Martin Pawley : Architect/Journalist 
Jules Lubbock : University of Essex/New 

Statesman 
Dr Anthony King : Brunei University 
Chair : Reg Ward : LDDC 

Peter McGowan 
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Is Urban Design in Scotland 
For ten years now, I have been Secretary to the 
Royal Fine Arts Ccmmission for Scotland. The 
Ccmmission's job is to criticise without fear or 
favour the look of those projects in Scotland which 
will have a major public impact. The criticism is 
not always adverse. But in the last ten years it 
has often been so and the Ccmmission's Eighth and 
Ninth Reports show that there have been well 
publicised occasions when the Canmission's extremely 
adverse criticism has had no apparent effect. 

The prominence and sensitivity of the site for a 
project are important criteria for deciding whether 
and, if so, how the Commission should comment. We 
see many designs for urban areas, usually for places 
which are of civic rather than suburban importance. 
This distinction is less easy to make now that for 
instance a new town hall may occupy what were until 
recently green fields; and now that single storey 
shopping developments, detailed to look like 
suburban houses - even to the extent of mock dormer 
windows, are occupying sites in the town centre. 
Such perversely untraditional urban design is by no 
means unusual. Mock traditional architecture is 
often offered as compensation for the sacrifice of 
an urban pattern developed gradually over centuries. 
When done badly, it really does add insult to 
injury. 

Working for the Ccmmission however may give a 
falsely gloomy view of what is going on in Scotland. 
Seen from a longer and wider perspective when on 
holiday in North America or Europe, Scotland may 
lack modern architectural masterpieces of impressive 
size, but in its modest way Scotland is caring for 
itself quite well. Abroad I have seen a commercial 
village of appalling vulgarity in the middle of 
majestic countryside; motels justifying the same 
description sprawling mile after mile over what here 
would be valued green belt land; a cheap and nasty 
block of flats spoiling the setting of a Cathedral; 
and high extensive cliffs of the brashest hotels 
where there were only sand dunes twenty years ago. 
When I see such things, I say with no regret "That 
could not happen in Scotland". 

Last year I was asked by the Civic Trust to help 
with assessing their awards, which involved my 
seeing about thirty new developments, mostly inside 
streets and suburbs. Only two or three of than were 
on a significant enough site or had altered their 
appearance enough to justify the Ccmmission's 
attention. The modest schemes were generally more 
imaginative and sound than most we see; they 
excited optimism in marked contrast to the pessimism 
engendered by the typical Ccmmission case. 

Why should that be so? Possibly because enthusias-
tic (and therefore usually inexperienced) architects 
and planners are allowed greater scope in places and 
on cases where there are fewer constrictions, 
especially the constriction resulting from an 
overpriced site and an underpriced development. 
Investors behind the big schemes will tend to trust 
the firms which have always produced on budget and 
on schedule in the past, however stodgy their design 
record. Also, I realise that every local authority 
in Scotland thinks twice about hindering a develop-
ment for any reason. After all, a developer who 
experiences snags will nowadays move his project to 
a less critical district at the drop of a hat. 

So the enthusiasm with which I came to my present 
position has been tempered by ten years' experience. 
Previously, as Secretary of an emerging civic 
society in the north of England, I had nurtured my 
growing interest in urban design by absorbing the 
thoughts of Ian Nairn, Roy Worskett and Gordon 
Cullen; a decade later, their belief in the 
possibility of improving the built environment still 

inspires. Gordon Cullen's Glasgow Central Area 
Study, the basis of the Scottish Development 
Agency's Glasgow Action initiative, has been well 
publicised. It was good too to see Roy Worskett 
winning an imaginative Edinburgh Royal Mile design 
competition organised by the District Council. (The 
excellence of the contributions was ill-related to 
the modesty of the prizes). The Edinburgh Old Town 
Canmittee has been well established (again under the 
auspices of the District) since then, and Ian Begg 
has now persuaded Sir Jamie Stormonth Darling to be 
the Chairman. The example of Ian Nairn's televised 
visits to places has been followed recently by Brian 
Edwards' BBC Scotland series on Scottish coastal 
towns. Publicity and education about urban design 
progresses at every level. 

There was for instance the 1984 Festival of 
Architecture (when the RIAS tail wagged the RIBA 
dog). Among the hundreds of events was our first 
ever exhibition of the work of the Commission; we 
had another here during the Edinburgh Festival last 
summer and plan to hold a summer show annually now. 

Students' work submitted for the RIAS Awards over 
the last several years has increasingly emphasised 
the context of buildings. There is now a greater 
awareness that a building which is insensitive to 
its surroundings is as unwelcome as a boorish or 
tedious neighbour. 

Percy Johnson-Marshall erstwhile Professor of Urban 
Design and Regional Planning at Edinburgh 
University, though he may have reached retirement 
age, is not a retiring man. . He has persuaded the 
University to take the inherited Sir Patrick Geddes' 
collection up the hill to Geddes' Outlook Tower. 
There the Professor will continue to bring together 
people of influence and eminence in the field of 
urban design from around the world. 

Across the Royal Mile from the Outlook Tower, Walter 
Stephen runs his centre for Lothian Region's 
schools, focussing again on Patrick Geddes and the 
Old Town. During a two day course for 
schoolchildren last year, he introduced the 
participants to urban design concepts and to urban 
designers (including the Scottish doyens of local 
authority and central government planning 
respectively, Frank Tindall and Sir Robert Grieve). 

The Saltire Society's new planning award named after 
Patrick Geddes continues the hcmage to that 
liveliest of practical thinkers. The first award 
was collected by John Gerrard for Scottish Civic 
Trust's Lesmahagow Environmental Action Project. 

I have selected the above examples because I have 
encountered than personally rather than because the 
Ccmmission has dealt with than. The case example 
below I saw both at a Ccmmission's meeting; and 
then a week or two later, at a meeting of my own 
local amenity society, the Blacket Association. The 
scheme is the National Library of Scotland extension 
designed by Sir Basil Spence, Glover & Ferguson for 
Property Services Agency, Department of the Environ-
ment. The architect is Andrew Merry lees (who has 
now left Spence, Glover & Ferguson and is handling 
this project under his own name). 

The site is a dozen or so street blocks away to the 
south frcm the main library in Edinburgh on the site 
of a former biscuit factory. (A visitor to our 
exhibition in 1984 assured us that it was of 
considerable historic importance being the place 
where the Digestive Biscuit had been invented!) It 
had been used for years as a book stack and map 
section by the National Library, and was a two 
storey building. Though decorative for a factory, 
it was for its present function hopelessly 
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inadequate in both size and physical condition (for 
instance much of the stonework had crumbled away and 
the window apertures were filled with corrugated 
iron). 

At the Commission's meeting, there was discussion 
about the unexpected location - was this suburban 
site right for a national civic building? The 
predominance here of scientific books and the 
convenience of this for King's Buildings (Edinburgh 
University's science campus) which is another mile 
or so to the south; PSA's ownership of the site; 
and the unavailability of any alternative nearer the 
city centre constituted the imperfect but convincing 
answer. 

The obverse concern was shared by the Blacket 
Association - was this building suitable for a 
suburban site? A book stack is required to be 
.little more than a 'shoe box' building with blank 
walls. Our suburb is lively and varied. To the 
north of the site there is an Edwardian hospital; to 
the west, a Victorian tenement; to the east, small 
shops mix with houses; and to the north, two storey 
Georgian and Victorian villas and other housing. 
Also in the immediate area, there are concrete panel 
office buildings and a Victorian Church with a 
truncated spire. 

The first phase of the new building is nearing 
completion. The 'shoe box' has been given external 
interest by bringing the stairs and so forth to the 
outside. The height and scale of the building are 
varied so that it is by no means too high in 
relation to the Church, tenements and hospital at 
one corner nor does it dominate the villas to the 
south-east* It is a sensitive piece of urban design 
and at the same time a civic building with a 
prominence appropriate to its function. 

The architectural treatment is uncompromisingly 
modern, yet that worried neither the Commission nor 
the Blacket Association. There are four reasons, I 
think, for this. One is that the street block and 
street pattern of the whole area had been studied 
3-dimensionally by means of extensive cross 
sections, north/south and east/west, and the right 
conclusions had been drawn. Secondly, the area is 
varied historically; each building is an example of 
its time as this new one will be. Thirdly, Sir 
Basil Spence, Glover & Ferguson designed the 
Scottish Widows' headquarters which stand a few 
hundred yards to the east of this site and which are 
now recognised as a modern building of exceptional 
quality; and fourthly, one will see externally 
stone and glass which are reassuring when these are 
the predominant materials in the area (albeit in 
different proportions). It is good to see already 
that the corner stones appear to go through the 
corners so that the walls will look as if built with 
full size stones, not concrete with a stone veneer. 

Do I see any snags? Just two, and both are outside 
the architect's control. One is the truncated spire 
of the Church to the north-west, which is an 
incongruously blunt element near the bold zig-zag 
roof of the library corner facing it. Secondly, a 
single storey flat roofed shop (selling plastic 
foam) stands immediately to the south of Phase 2 and 
would eventually be even more absurdly out of scale 
than it is at present. 

Maybe the Church can be helped to put a point back 
on its spire; and the foam shop can be persuaded to 
sell out to PSA to make way for a slightly larger 
Phase 2. Such things are always possible where 
urban design is alive and well. 

Charles Prosser, (Secretary to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission for Scotland and member of the Awards 
Carmittee of the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland). 

Further information may be had from: 

Royal Fine Art Commission for Scotland's Eighth and 
Ninth Reports (Command Nos. 7784 and 8811). From 
HMSO; or the Commission at 9 Atholl Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH3 8HA. 

Civic Trust Awards 1985. Civic Trust, 17 Carlton 
House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AW. £2.50. 
Glasgow Action, Scottish Development Agency, 120 
Bothwell Street, Glasgow G2 7JP. 

Edinburgh Old Town Committee, c/o Edinburgh District 
Council Planning Department, 18 Market Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1BJ. 

Brian Edwards, Planning Department, Mackintosh 
School of Art, 167 Renfrew Street, Glasgow G3 6RQ. 

Charles McKean, Secretary, Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland, 15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh 
EH1 2BB. 

Professor Percy Johnson-Marshall, Outlook Tower, 541 
Castlehill, Edinburgh EH1 2LZ. 

Dr Walter Stephen, Lothian Region's Dean Education 
Centre, Belford Road, Edinburgh EH4 3DA. 

Kathleen Austin, Secretary, Saltire Society, 13 
Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 8HA. 

John Gerrard, Director, Scottish Civic Trust, 24 
George Square, Glasgow G2 1EF. 

Charles Prosser 



URBAN DESIGN QUARTERLY No. 23 June 1987 14 

Seminar in Florence 
EUROPEAN ACADEMICS FORM NEW URBAN DESIGN 
ORGANISATION AT SEMINAR IN FLORENCE 

The University of Florence hosted the first European 
meeting of academics involved in teaching Urban 
Design. The title of the seminar, "The Identity of 
the Urban Environment: Teaching experiences of 
Urban Design", did not mean the same to all the 
participants and, as a result, the widest possible 
range of interest in the subject was represented. 

Prof. Piero Paoli of Florence lead the seminar and 
was elected Chairman of this, hopefully, annual 
event. Three and a half days and some thirty-five 
papers later, members emerged back into the historic 
ambience of sunny Florence having agreed that the 
meeting was worthwhile, the dialogue on urban design 
must continue, and the meeting place should be the 
same next year. 

It was possible to divide the participants into a 
number of groups. The first and most obvious 
difference was the North/South European philoso-
phical and semantic divide. This was character-
ised by the painstaking emperical research and 
method of the Northerners and the elaborate 
idealogical theoretical (their hypotheses) pro-
nouncements of the Southerners. Secondly, there was 
a three-way division between those still using urban 
design as an excuse for big architecture in a city 
context, in such a way, that they will destroy each 
other. Those who (displaying the work of final 
year students) used the urban context to discipline 
their product. While a third group sought to 
develop a more wholistic approach by developing 
practice and theory as a tool for understanding the 
City as a system for people to live in, and thereby 
making a relevant design contribution. 

One shock was the strength and singularity of the 
historic, investigative approach to urban problems 
reached in seme quarters, to the exclusion of all 
other factors. Future typology and morphology 
seemed destined to be solely based on historical 
models from France South. 

The language problem is formidable, even if the 
speakers were fluent in another language, which some 
were. The problem of meaning was not confined to 
the meaning of the visual scene, the semantic 
differences were enormous. In the case of a number 
of French contributors, any misunderstanding could 
not be placed at the door of the simultaneous 
translaters; few understood their complex message -
did they themselves? They were, with a few 
exceptions, in a world of their own. 

Although the contributions of the numerous Italian 
Universities was varied, the photographs (taken 
upwards through clear plastic seats) of ladies 
bottoms clad in multi-coloured tights put 
Copenhagen's excellent study of public seating in 
the shade. But it is obvious that at the 
University of Florence the theoretical debate is 
being carried out at a very high level. 

The struggle for some, the Italians in particular, 
was their feeling that an Architectural approach was 
not sufficient in dealing with something that can 
only be explained by systems theory. However, those 
intervening in the City did so with considerable 
graphic skill, an intellectual grasp of the problem, 
but a reluctance to deal with the consequence. 
Perhaps something like Geddes' Thinking Machines 
would help to alleviate their paralysis of analysis. 

Perhaps it is the very strong historical context 
that the visitors revel in, that hangs like a 
milestone round the necks of the Italians. How can 
Urban Design be anything but an historically 
controlled design brief for them, when like so many 
Southern Europeans, anything smacking of the 

surburban is thought unworthy of design effort even 
while the population votes with their feet. 

A study by Prof. Ruppel and Ms Ute Piroeth of 
derelict sites in Berlin, created by the division of 
the City, treated them as minimal art parks 
requiring a maximum of imagination and the minimum 
of investment. Professor Michael Trieb from 
Stuttgart presented a careful study of the medieval 
town of Lubeck to unlock as he described it "The 
secret formula that for centuries guided the 
building of such medieval German towns". The study 
helped to prepare design briefs to control new and 
more sympathetic development. Seme of the proposals 
are similar to the design briefing exercise produced 
for the Scottish Development Department seme years 
ago. Ernest Scoff ham of Nottingham with an 
international selection of slides dealt with the 
damage done to the world city by the high rise 
corporate vocabulary imposing their inhuman scale 
and standardised solutions so that all places may 
become the same and equal. 

Heinz and Moritz from Aachen presented an excellent 
study of the whys and wherefores of designing 
streets (a study that should help the Urban Designer 
avoid the pitfalls of repeating designs out of 
character with their context) and demonstrated 
systematically how the 'genius loci' of each 
situation can be extracted within the design. 

If the Conference had any real shortcomings it was 
the lack of discussion due to the pressure of so 
many papers. However the dialogue between the 
empirical, pragmatic North and the historically 
weighed South must continue to the future great 
benefit of both. 

Robert G Smart 

News 3 
ANNUAL LECTURE 

We are fortunate to be able to announce that this 
year, the Kevin Lynch Memorial lecture will be given 
by Norman St John Stevas MP, Chairman of the Royal 
Fine Arts Commission, on July 14. The Lecture, 'A 
new look for London' will be given in the Brunei 
Room of the Institution of Civil Engineers - The 
Civils Conference Centre, Great George Street, off 
Parliament Square. 

Norman St John Stevas will cover a range of topics 
such as: 

The changing street scene 
Undeveloped sites 
Underused buildings 
Street signs and furniture 

These are subjects that affect us almost every day 
of our working lives, and even then do not leave us 
when our work is over. 

The Brunei Room will hold a maximum of 140 persons; 
ticket arrangements will be announced in the press 
and journals nearer the date. 

Len Harris 
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Book Reviews 
THAMES-SIDE GUIDELINES 
An Environmental Design Handbook for London's River 

Department of Transportation and Development 
Greater London Council March 1986 127 pp Unpriced 

This was one of the last publications by the GLC 
before it was abolished in April 1986 and for this 
reason alone should become something of a 
collectors' item. 

This A4 (landscape) paperback booklet offers 
guidance on a wide range of environmental issues 
concerning London's Riverside. They are all issues 
which have been addressed over a lengthy period by 
the now defunct Consultative Committee on Thames-
side Planning - urban design, conservation of 
waterside features and buildings, ecology, access, 
amenity and recreation, and so on. Much attention 
is given to functional, morphological and visual 
appraisals and to means by which long river and 
cross river views can be protected. Specific 
guidelines are given for eight separate stretches of 
the Thames as it runs from west to east through 
Greater London. A succinct and readable text is 
accompanied by numerous maps (many with overlays) 
and other illustrations recording the analyses and 
recommendations made. The book concludes with a 
section on Responsibilities and Management. 

Having represented Lambeth, as one of the riparian 
Boroughs, on the Consultative Committee on Thames-
side Planning seme thirteen years ago, I am sorry to 
see its demise. Something similar needs to replace 
it and this book is a useful record of the 
Committee's thinking and a valuable legacy to the 
successor body(ies) and all the various river 
interest groups in the future. 

Copies of the book are available from Tim Catchpole 
or Mel Blackaller at the London Residuary Body (Tel: 
01 633 4895). It is also available from the TCPA's 
Planning Bookshop at 17 Carlton House Terrace, 
London SWl, priced at £5.80 inc. carriage. 

Francis Tibbalds 

GENIUS OF BATH 
The City and its Landscape 

Millstream Books, Bath November 1986 112 pp £7.50 

The thesis of this book is one which closely 
resembles the raison d'etre of the Urban Design 
Group - that the very close relationship between the 
designs of buildings and their surroundings is often 
neglected today and deserves fuller examination. 
This account of Bath's landscape developed from a 
lecture given in 1985 by its author, Christopher 
Pound - an architect-planner who lives and works in 
Bath. 

Mr Pound cogently argues that a better understanding 
of the relationship between buildings and their 
surroundings should help a more sympathetic approach 
to the design of new buildings in Bath, as well as 
the care and conservation of the city's unique 
landscape. His argument is convincingly supported 
by a mass of historical evidence and contemporary 
quotation illustrating that over the past few 
centuries most development in the city was in 
harmony with its landscape. 

Extent of Bath in 1112 
with Adam's unrealised 
proposals for Bathwick 

It is a scholarly, but readable, book taking the 
reader through a succession of changing styles and 
thought - Palladian, Romantic, Picturesque, 
Italianate and so on, through to the influence of 
Unwin and Abercrombie. It is however, I feel, a 
pity that the reference to the past 40 years is 
quite so brief. 

The book contains sane 70 monochrome illustra-
tions. On some of the maps showing the growth of 
the city it is a little difficult to distinguish 
built-up area from open space - the shadowed edges 
don't always help, since an optical inversion occurs 
rather readily. However, the book is generally 
attractively produced and of a manageable size and 
format. It will, I feel sure, appeal to all lovers 
of Bath - professional and non-professional alike. 

Francis Tibbalds 
The Royal Crescentj 
seen from the river I 
(Watt's print, 1194) | 
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