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MENDING THE CITY 

The proceedings of the June 1983 "Mending the City" 
Conference will shortly be mailed to members and 
delegates. Further copies at £ 1.75 each will be 
available to members and non-members. The 
proceedings will be published as a special double 
issue of the Quarterly (numbered 14 & 15). 
AN APOLOGY 

Paul Murrain felt that our review of his talk (UD 
Quarterly February 1984), did it less than justice 
and the Editors apologise for the inaccuracies 
contained therein. We have offered Paul the 
opportunity to contribute an article to a forthcoming 
issue and he has agreed to do this when work on a 
book for the Architectural Press allows. 

LIVERPOOL FORUM 

The Group's Weekend Forum will be held this year at 
Liverpool University on 22 & 23 September. Full 
details with a tear-off application slip are enclosed 
with this Newsletter. Early application to the Forum 
Organiser, John Billingham, is recatmendei to be sure 
of a place in the light of an anticipated heavy 
demand related to the opportunity to visit the 
International Garden Festival. 

1984-85 PROGRAMME : PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

Arrangements are now in hand for the new Proqramne. 
This will be related to "Current Issues in Urban 
Design". Please note the following Autumn dates in 
your diary: 

1. The Mansion House Public Inquiry 
9 (or 16) October 1984 

2. Bernard Kaukas (former Chief Architect to British 
Rail) 
13 November 1984 

3. Leon Krier and another 
4 (or 11) December 1984 

Full details will be circulated later. 

KEVIN LYNCH 

Kevin Lynch die^ on 25 April 1984 seated in his chair 
at his house on Martha's Vineyard. He was one of the 
Group's most distinguished overseas members. An 
obituary appears at page 4, written by John Peverley, 
who remained a close friend of Kevin after studying 
under him at MIT. Also reproduced are fragments frcm 
a few of his books, taken frcm the programme for the 
Manorial Service held at Trinity Church, Copley 
Square, Boston on 14 May 1984. We are in touch with 
the MIT Press with the suggestion that the 
proceedings of the "Mending the City" Conference, in 
which Kevin participated, should be dedicated to his 
memory. 
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1984 ANNUAL 
The fifth Annual General Meeting of the Urban Design 
Group was held at 18.00 hours on Tuesday 15 May .1984 
at the Polytechnic of Central London, with the 
President, Mr Roy Worskett, in the chair. The 
following business was conducted: 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from David Hall, John Lewis 
and Robert Meadows. 

2. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Francis Tibbalds again reported an encouraging year 
for the Group with membership continuing to grow 
steadily. A second Directory of Members had been 
published in November 1983. During the 1983/84 year 
I.ondon-based meetings had been addressed by Alan 
Stones, Paul Murrain, Rob Mawby, Alexi Marmot, Tony 
Meats, Neil Parkyn, Dr John Punter, Terry O'Rourke, 
Tim Pharoah and Mike Jeriks - on a wide range of 
topics (including new town planning, defensible 
space, money, overseas work, traffic and people and 
aesthetic control). 

The Group had been particularly fortunate to persuade 
Kevin Lynch (visiting Europe and a delegate at the 
"Mending the City" Conference) to talk to the Group 
in June 1983 and not surprisingly he attracted an 
audience of record size. It was with very 
considerable sadness that the Group had learned of 
his recent death - he was one of its nost 
distinguished overseas members and would be a great 
loss to the environmental professions. An obituary 
would be published by the Group. 

In June 1983 the Group organised its second full day 
Conference under the auspices of the PCL Short Course 
Unit, entitled "Mending the City". This attracted 
some 50 delegates and was organised as a workshop-
style meeting. The proceedings had been taped in 
full and would shortly be published. 

The Eastern Region of the UDG was congratulated on 
organising a meeting in February and a recent visit 
to the French bastide towns. Similar enterprise was 
sought frcm the other Regions. Oxford Polytechnic 
also arranged a workshop in March/April 1984 in 
conjunction with UDG. 

TVo standard issues of Urban Design Quarterly had 
been published in August/September 1983 and February 
1984 together with an interim Newsletter in November 
1983. A "special" issue of the Quarterly (equivalent 
to two or three standard issues) containing the 
proceedings of the "Mending the City" Conference 
would shortly be published. The February Quarterly 
was, at 20 pages, the longest and most sophisticated 
to date and had attracted many canplimentary and 
congratulatory ccnments. 

During the year the Group gave written evidence to 
the RIRA/RTPI Joint Ccmittee on Development Control 
and the Nuffield Foundation Inquiry into the planning 
system. Lord Esher and Jack Whittle were lobbied 
about urban design education and funding. 
Observations were submitted to the DoE on 
"Streamlining the Cities" and the the Draft Design 
Circular - both were widely reported in the 
professional press. 

UDG members represented on the Council of the Royal 
Tcv/n Planning Institute now included the President 
(John Anderson), four Board Chairmen (John Collins, 
David Pike, Terry O'Rourke and Francis Tibbalds), 
Walter Bor and Anne Goring. To date, the Group had 
failed to persuade UDG members to stand for the RIBA 
Council. 

UDG had good links with PTRC - itself a UDG member. 
For the second year Francis Tibbalds has chaired the 

MEETING 
Programme Ccnmittee on "Design and Development" and 
another two-day seminar would be held at Sussex 
University on 12 & 13 July. 

Support was invited for the Group's next events - a 
one day Conference on 12 June at PCL on "The Death 
and Life of the High Street", and a Weekend Forum in 
Liverpool on 22 & 23 September. 

The Group had had a good busy year. Its shopping 
list of aspirations was still headed by the strong 
desire to do more at a regional level and to achieve 
a higher visibility. It was hoped to find ways of 
using the Group's first President - Roy WOrskett - to 
help meet those aspirations. 

The Chairman concluded with his customary thanks to 
members, guest speakers, the Polytechnic of Central 
London (for use of accomodation and equipment and 
the printing of the Quarterly), the press and the 
outgoing Ccrmittee for its patience, stamina and 
unpaid hard work. Particular thanks were due to the 
Honorary Treasurer and Membership Secretary, John 
Peverley, for his painstaking attention to the 
Group's membership records and financial affairs. 

3. TREASURER'S REPORT 

John Peverley reporter! that during 1983-84 57 new 
members had joined the Group and 31 had resigned 
giving a net increase of 26 and a total of 298. 

Receipts and Payments Accounts (11 May 1983 to 10 May 
1984) and a Budget Forecast for 1984-85 were 
circulated and are reproduced below. The Treasurer 
took the meeting through these, comparing them with 
the Statements for the preceeding year (published in 
the August/September 1983 Quarterly). 

Although about £ 4,800 passed through the Group's 
account during the year, about £ 3,300 of that was 
directly related to visits to France organised by the 
very enterprising Eastern Region. This £ 3,300 was a 
direct payment into and out of the account. 

The main item of receipts were members' subscriptions 
which amounted to just under £ 1,500. No significant 
additions to the income of the Group were achieved 
through donations, sales, sponsorship or advertising 
revenue and this is an area where we shall need to 
make more effort in the forthcoming year. 

The main items of payment were as usual related to 
the printing and distribution of the Quarterly and 
other Membership information, which accounted for 
about £ 950. The travel expenses of speakers, 
transcription of tapes for the Conference on Mending 
the City and a booking deposit for accommodation for 
next September's Liverpool Forum brought this figure 
to just over £ 1,100. 

This left a credit of receipts over payments of just 
over £ 400 for the year. This ccrpares to a credit 
of £ 9 for the previous year and is largely accounted 
for by two factors. The first is that the Group 
only published three Quarterlies last year, the 
Quarterly containing the transcripts of the papers to 
the Conference on Mending the City not having been 
completed for printing and distribution during the 
financial year, and the second is that the annual 
membership fee was increased by £ 2 at the last AGM. 

A forecast has been made of next year's expenditure, 
based on our usual level of activities. This is 
calculated on our present number of paying members, 
which amounts to 272 people. This should raise an 
income of about £ 1,600 and to this has been added a 
further £ 100 for possible donations, advertising, 
etc. 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNTS 
11 May 1983 to 10 May 1984 

Any help that members can give to spread the news of 
the Urban Design Group and to encourage people to 
join will obviously be of great help in establishing 
a stronger financial base for the Group and in 
promoting its aims and objectives. 

Opening Balance 
at 11 May 1983 299.09 

It was proposed by Keith Ingham and seconded by 
Michael Brett that the accounts be accepted. This 
Motion was unanimously carriel. 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions 
to 10 May 1984 

Donations: 
Art and 
Architecture 

Sales of Quarterly 

Sundries 

PAYMENTS 

Printing 
1496.00 - Quarterly 

- Posters 
- Membership 

Information 
20.00 - Graphic 

Preparation 
3.00 - WOrd Processing 514.70 

FORECAST OF BUDGET FOR 1984-85 

9.68 Postage 

Envelopes 

Sundries 

Address Lists 
and Labels 

Refunds 

Bank Charges 

Speakers 
Expenses 

Transcription 
of Tapes for 
Surrtner 
Conference 

Liverpool 
Forum Deposit 

Total Receipts 
(excluding 
Eastern Region) 

Eastern Region 
Visit to Paris 
New Towns 

1528.68 Total Payments 
(excluding 
Eastern Region) 

Eastern Region 
Visit to Paris 

388.00 New Towns 

243.42 

86.89 

9.68 

72.47 

6.00 
32.79 

32.50 

50.00 

60.00 

1108.45 

388.00 

Eastern Region Eastern Region 
Visit to Bastides 2876.00 Visit to Bastides 2876.00 

Total All 
Receipts 

Total All 
4792.68 Payments 

Credit for Year 

4372.45 

420.68 

Membership Fees 
Donations 

272 x £ 6.00 
say 2 x £ 50.00 

Total Forecast Income 

Forecast of Expenditure 

Printing and Distribution 

- Quarterly £ 140 x 4 
- Events Sheets, Circular Letters 
- Postage 325 x 2]p x 6 
- Envelopes 325 x lp x 6 
- Address Labels £ 15.00 x 6 
- Address Lists 

Bank Charges 

Speakers Expenses 

Contingencies 

Total Expenditure 

Cash in Hand 

1630.00 
100.00 

1730.00 

560.00 
75.00 

420.00 
20.00 
90.00 
35.00 

30.00 

1.00.00 

100.00 

1430.00 

300.00 

1730.00 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 

The present Carmittee of eleven retired. The 
President has one further year of office. A new 
Ccrmittee for 1983/84 comprising the following twelve 
members was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed 
- John Billingham, Philip Cave, Richard Ellis, John 
Evans, Michael Galloway, Arnold Linden, Alexi Marmot, 
John Peverley, Lawrence Revill, Ivor Samuels, Peter 
Studdert and Francis Tibbalds. 

The motion was put, propose! by Walter Bor and 
seconded by Michael Brett, that Francis Tibbalds 
continue as Chairman. This was agreed. 

If we keep to the present level of activity then the 
various items of expenditure are likely to amount to 
about £ 1,400 leaving about £ 300 for other matters. 

The Group is at present fortunate in being able to 
use the facilities of the Polytechnic at a nominal 
cost and most speakers make no charge for coming to 
talk to the Group, but these are situations that 
could change. Therefore, the £ 300 cash in hand will 
serve as a kind of insurance policy against possible 
future increases of cost. The £ 6 annual membership 
fee however can remain the same for the current 
financial year. 

The President thanked the retiring Corrmittee warmly 
for its work during the preceeding year. 

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

There being no other business, the President thanked 
members for their attendance and closel the meeting, 
at 18.30 hours approx. 

Alan Rowley then took the chair for the talk by David 
Punster entitled "Classicism Revisited". 
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KEVIN LYNCH 1918 
It is with great sadness that we announce the death 
of Kevin Lynch, one of our most distinguished 
members, who died of a heart attack at his sunrmer 
heme on Martha's Vineyard, on 25 April at the age of 
66. 

Those who attended the 1983 UDG Sumner Conference on 
'Mending the City', will remember the contributions 
he made both during the Conference and the next 
evening when he spoke about several current projects 
on which his office was working (see UDG Quarterly No 
11, August/September 1983). 

He was a prolific writer on town planning and will be 
remembered for the original contributions he made to 
humanising planning and especially to developing 
techniques for perceiving the city. He introduced 
these ideas in his pioneering book 'The Image of the 
City', first published in 1960, which was followed by 
his other books, 'Site Planning' (1962, 1972 and the 
third edition just published), 'The View from the 
Road' (1964) on which he worked with the late Donald 
Appleyard, 'What Time is this Place' (1972), 
'Managing the Sense of a Region" (1976), 'Growing Up 

84 
in Cities' (1977) and 'A Theory of Good City Form' 
(1981). 

Kevin was born in Chicago in 1918 and studied at 
Yale, Rensselear Polytechnic, MIT and with Frank 
Lloyd Wright at Taliesin in Arizona. For many years 
he was a Professor of City Planning at MIT. He will 
be remembered by those who attended his seminars for 
his quiet sincerity, and his ability to listen and to 
respond in a direct, constructive, clear and 
unpretentious manner. All this was tempered by a 
lively sense of humour and enjoyment of life. As 
Robert Campbell, the Boston Globe architecture 
correspondent said, "there was no ego to him at all". 

To all who met him, this clarity and 
unpretentiousness was evident in his attitude to 
life, as well as in his work, teaching and writing. 
His influence was felt in planning throughout the 
world and will continue to be felt. His exanple has 
enriched many and he will be greatly missed. 

John Peverley 

It is clear that the form of a city or of a metropolis will not exhibit some gigantic, 
stratified order. It will be a complicated pattern, continuous and whole, yet 
intricate and mobile. It must be plastic to the perceptual habits of thousands of 
citizens, open-ended to change of function and meaning, receptive to the for-
mation of new imagery. It must invite its viewers to explore the world. 

The Image of The City, 1960 

Planning and dreaming are old pastimes. When applied to cities, plans and 
dreams have usually been aimed at solving problems of the present or at induc-
ing a return to some image of the past . . . . Only rarely do we find a contempo-
rary plan that anticipates the future with pleasure. Men are attracted to the 
metropolis by real values-choice, freedom, privacy, opportunity, culture, enter-
tainment. How can we ensure the realization of these ends? More importantly, 
what are the possibilities for metropolitan life that are as yet undreamed of? 
And what kind of power, knowledge, or guidance must be applied to achieve 
them? The spirit of hopeful intervention should prove at least as effective as the 
desire to escape present discomfort. 

The Future Metropolis, 1960 

An environment that facilitates recalling and learning is a way of linking the 
living moment to a wide span of time. Being alive is being awake in the present, 
secure in our ability to continue but alert to the new things that come stream-
ing by. We feel our own rhythm, and feel also that it is part of the rhythm of the 
world. It is when local time, local place, and our own selves are secure that we 
are ready to face challenge, complexity, vast space, and the enormous future. 

What Time is This Place? 1972 

k 
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Remaking the environment is a compelling idea just because it embraces so 
many issues: inward feelings and outward form, the integration of science, art, 
and ethics, the relation of the individual to his local community and yet also to 
the unity of mankind, the interaction and development of human and nonhu-
man life. The renewal of the earth and of the human settlement upon it would 
be the greatest human enterprise since the Neolithic. 

A Theory of Good City Form, 1981 

By common account, design is a mystery, a flash of revelation. The genius who 
receives this flash learns to receive it by following the example of other people 
of genius.. . . This common account is correct on one point: there is a mystery in 
design, as there is in all human thought. Otherwise, the account is mistaken. 
Design is not restricted to genius, or separate from practicality, or a sudden rev-
elation. Fine places develop out of an intimate understanding of form possibil-
ity, which has been gained by constantly reframing the problem, by repeatedly 
searching for solutions. 
Site Planning, 1984 
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